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Foreword
Karen O’Donnell
Our perceptions of self and society are built upon our understanding of the past.
Parramatta and Australia as a nation evolved through the experiences and efforts of
those who lived before.
The Parramatta of today reflects a contemporary culture with glass and steel
skyscrapers, tarmac and concrete, urban sounds and multicultural expressions of life.
Dispersed throughout the city and the region, the rich cultural heritage emerges in
our historical buildings and heritage focused programs and festivals.
Beneath the foundations of these new and modern creations lies the clue to these
unrecorded lives – the buried object or artefact and the interred remains of buildings.
Walking the modern streets of Parramatta gives no hint at the treasure trove of
information lying beneath your feet.
It is the work of archaeologists to reveal the stories
beneath the ground. Their work can be dirty, often
frustrating and sometimes undertaken in the most
miserable of conditions, yet it can be the ultimate in
satisfaction when a unique object is unearthed, the
story of a long forgotten person revealed in a dusty
artefact. It is the work of these archaeologists and the
stories of Parramatta revealed in their work at sites in
the exhibition that we focus on in Breaking the Shackles.
This exhibition could not be what it is without
the tireless work and passion of our exhibition
partners, Casey & Lowe. Their commitment to the
discovery of Parramatta’s archaeological heritage has
been a significant force in bringing this exhibition
together. The perspectives of other hard working
archaeologists have ensured that this exhibition offers a
comprehensive and in-depth look at archaeology in
Parramatta and we owe a debt of gratitude to all of
the contributors, volunteers and researchers.
WEST VIEW OF PARRAMATTA, 1819,
JOSEPH LYCETT, WATERCOLOUR,
MITCHELL LIBRARY,
STATE LIBRARY OF NSW

From a Parramatta Heritage Centre perspective, this exhibition allows us to open our
‘vaults’ and create meaning from the thousands of objects within our collection.
Providing direct engagement for our visitors, with the artefacts we hold, serves to
build the bridge between the abstract past and the understood present. Comparing an
eating implement, bottle or toothbrush used hundreds of years ago to one used today
brings forth a real connection, a realisation that heritage is not just about the ‘big
stuff’ but about ordinary people with everyday lives, hopes, dreams and thoughts, not
dissimilar to your own.
It all makes me wonder: what will future generations find of us? With our ‘throw
away’ society, what will be left for our descendants to find? Most significantly, what
conclusions will they come up with about us, our thoughts and attitudes? I hope that
the legacy and memories they create for us are a good reflection on what we perceive
of ourselves now. Because it would be a shame if they perceive a junk food wrapper as
an example of a valuable and significant element of our lives! Or maybe that’s not so
far from the truth after all.
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Perspectives on archaeology
Walking through time
Gay Hendriksen
In front of me I see a stone axe, bowl, pipe, shoe, shako and a small figurine.
In my mind’s eye, as I touch the axe I am sitting at a gathering of the Burramattagal,
surrounded by the people and stories that were one with the land.
Picking up the Ming bowl I feel its surface, trace the free flowing pattern and think
to myself the hands that made this and the eyes that saw the clay form grow were
alive in China at least 700 years ago. What was its journey from those hands to these?
Next to it is a kaolin pipe, with a face forced to look forever forward from the stem.
It conjures up images of a group of convicts sitting around a fire after the daily work
grind.
The shoe is child size with two handmade nails staring upwards and a sole worn
through. I imagine the mother throwing these in the Babes in the Wood well as she
walks past with her child sporting a new pair of shoes.
The shako plate, worn on a soldier’s hat, is from 1835–42. Did this soldier respond to
the 1836 riot at the Female Factory and perhaps lost the hat in the river during the
skirmish?
The miniature figurine resonates of early goddess offerings into sacred pools. This
one is likely to be a pudding doll that excited surprised faces on Christmas morn or
perhaps a child’s toy or decoration.
When archaeology comes to mind often the first things conjured up are ancient or
medieval material. When surveying contemporary Parramatta it is seldom thought
about in terms of the many layers of history. Yet as we look at these objects they fire
the imagination and set the mind wondering about what might have been the stories
surrounding them ... If they could only speak!
Conjecture aside, the power of archaeology continues to fascinate us as each object
takes us for a walk through time. All the objects described here have in common that
each was recovered through archaeological digs in Australia’s third colonial
settlement – Parramatta. Each is a part of the layering of stories that are Parramatta.
They are a tangible connection to all the lives that intersect in one way or another
with this place – whether by trade, penal life, daily work or intimate relationships
with place.
There is an equity that archaeology applies. It does not favour one interpretation
or another but responds to the actuality that is revealed through the finds and
information gathered from any dig site. Meaningfulness and time–place integrity
is possible when material culture is found embedded in the stratified layers. Using
contemporary technology this can now give more information about timescales
and environmental contexts than ever before and can, from a museum perspective,
‘provenance’ an object to a place and time which is so often not available with those
objects that survive above the ground.
Parramatta’s history, particularly 18th and 19th century, is essential to the
understanding of Australian history and yet there is little academic application and
few books written that focus on this place. Archaeology by its nature can provide
historical information that is not available anywhere else. When this information is
applied to the location of the earliest Aboriginal cultural finds and Australia’s third
colonial settlement, it is certain that these sites and the material culture uncovered
will be significant locally, nationally and internationally.
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The Parramatta archaeological sites play an important part in unravelling the
mysteries of time, place and people. Who knows of the Napoleonic prisoner of
war Antoine L’André (Landrin) or Samuel Larkin, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s
ancestor? What was life really like on one of Australia’s earliest farms. Where were
the convict huts and what were they like? What was the nature of early trade in the
fledgling colony? What was the daily life in Parramatta? What was life like for the
influential entrepreneur and businessman William Byrnes and his family or Burgin the
photographer, watchmaker and possible jeweller?
Archaeology makes it possible to access important information and stories, however
it is sometimes a challenge for the general public to access this fantastic information,
history and the objects collected. Reports are in public libraries, there are sometimes
archaeology open days but only a very small part of the archaeological material is
accessible for research or display. The Parramatta Heritage Centre, however, does
have an archaeology collection from a number of sites in Parramatta including:
Corner of George and Charles Streets, Queens Wharf, Howell’s Wind & Water Mill,
Westfield – Marsden, Aird and O’Connell Streets, 13 George Street, Family Law
Courts, corner of George and Smith Streets and Barrack Lane.
The exhibition Breaking the Shackles, for a brief period will also provide access
to Parramatta’s archaeology. It explores moments in Parramatta’s history from
approximately 31,000 years ago to the 1940s.
In the exhibition these ‘moments’ of archaeological
evidence are interpreted by archaeologists to
discover the significance within the context of place,
time, social, built and technological history.
The sites involved include a range of stories and
timeframes. On George Street and at the corner of
George and Charles Streets, Aboriginal stone tools
were found that are the earliest finds on the
Cumberland Plains. Other sites include convict huts
and early evidence of trade with India and China.
A Chinese Ming bowl suggests a connection to this
trade or an earlier personal connection. The second
Parramatta Hospital site has revealed possibly the
earliest colonial infants’ burial in Australia.
MING BOWL, 1368–1644,
1–3 GEORGE STREET, FAMILY COURT SITE,
PARRAMATTA HERITAGE CENTRE COLLECTION

As well as these early ‘moments’ there are sites that reveal the ordinary and possibly
still familiar aspects of life. Babes in the Wood was an early Parramatta inn. This site
also revealed an early convict hut. The Byrnes’ site gives an insight to the story of a
local entrepreneur and his family. The Queens Wharf site includes not only this well
known Parramatta colonial icon but also Howell’s Wind & Water Mill, an unfamiliar
site in contemporary Parramatta but one that drew visitors from Sydney just to come
and see it in its magnificence.
The original nature of residential and early commercial occupants is perhaps not what
might be expected of the Aird Street Westfield Shoppingtown site but this indeed was
the case. Intriguingly there was also a commemorative Waterloo button found on
this site. The Corner of Victoria Road and Church street was the Duke of Wellington
site and included colourful owners such as Burgin, a Parramatta photographer and
watchmaker, better known for the clocks on St Johns Cathedral and the Parramatta
Female Factory.
The archaeology of Parramatta, by revealing the ephemeral nature of life and the
evolution of time and place, gives each of us the special connection to people and
place. This connection only comes about when we can bring our understanding to
see beyond the present moment to all the other moments that have brought us to
now.
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Parramatta’s archaeological landscape
Mary Casey
Settlement at Parramatta, the third British settlement in Australia after Sydney Cove
and Norfolk Island, began with the remaking of the landscape from an Aboriginal
place, to a military redoubt and agricultural settlement, and then a township. There
has been limited analysis of the development of Parramatta’s landscape from an
archaeological perspective and while there have been numerous excavations there has
been little exploration of these sites within the context of this evolving landscape.
This analysis is important as the beginnings and changes to Parramatta are complex.
The layering of the archaeology presents a confusion of possible interpretations
which need a firmer historical and landscape framework through which to interpret
the findings of individual archaeological sites. It involves a review of the whole range
of maps, plans and images, some previously unpublished and unanalysed, within the
context of the remaking of Parramatta and its archaeological landscape.
The maps and images are explored through the lense of government administration
and its intentions and the need to grow crops successfully to sustain the purposes of
British Imperialism in the Colony of New South Wales, with its associated needs for
successful agriculture, convict accommodation and the eventual development of a
free settlement occupied by emancipated convicts and settlers.
Parramatta’s river terraces were covered by woodlands dominated by eucalypts, in
particular grey box (Eucalyptus moluccana) and forest red gum (Eucalyptus tereticormis),
with an open grassy understorey. Mangroves (Avicennia marina) may have colonised the
river margins up to the tidal limit, approximately below Charles Street. The common
reed (Phragmites australis), paperbarks (Melaleuca linariifolia) and rough barked native
apple (Angophora floribunda) are predicted to have occupied wetter and drier areas on
the lower river terraces respectively.1 Stands of these trees can be seen in many images,
often represented as encircling the settlement and illustrating the extent of clearing
which had been undertaken.
The initial British settlement on Rose Hill was established in November 1788 by
Governor Phillip who had sent out exploring parties to survey Sydney Harbour and
the river at the head of the harbour shortly after landing at Sydney Cove. The area of
Parramatta, at the head of the Parramatta River which feeds into Sydney Harbour,
was discovered about three months after settlement. On Sunday 2 November 1788
Governor Phillip and others, including marines, established a military redoubt on
Rose Hill.2 The detachment was to include a captain, two officers and 25 noncommissioned officers and 40 or 50 convicts.3 The marines were to protect the new
settlement from attacks by the Aborigines. A redoubt is a small fortification, typically
enclosed with earthen embankments on four sides – a ditch is dug and the spoil is
thrown up to form a raised defensive mound.
Convicts were sent to Rose Hill to commence farming as this land was considered to
be more fertile than the land near Sydney and Farm Cove which was found to be
rocky, with shallow, poor soils. The ground at Parramatta was of a stiff clayey nature, free
from that rock which every where covered the surface at Sydney Cove, well clothed with timber,
and unobstructed by underwood.4 Initially an agricultural settlement, Rose Hill soon
expanded into a small town and grew in importance, becoming the centre of British
settlement for some years. Sydney Cove remained as the port town, main home of the
governor and a major brick-making area.
The original agricultural settlement was mostly located on the high ground above
the ‘Crescent’, part of the Government Domain and later Parramatta Park. It is
important to emphasise that Rose Hill initially was not intended as a town but as
a place where a military redoubt could be established to protect the new arrivals,
who were to clear and till the land to grow crops, from Aboriginal incursions and to
maintain order over the convicts.
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By February 1789 Rose Hill was a small settlement where the convicts and military
still lived under tents and very little molestation was at this time given by the natives but there
was ill treatment of the original inhabitants by the new arrivals.5 By 14 July 1789
the convicts’ tents had been replaced by huts and the soldiers were living in barracks
within the redoubt which also contained the provisions store. Dodd’s farm was built
with his house, and barn and granaries, into which wheat and barley was to be placed.
The convicts had huts with gardens which they worked for themselves:
the convicts were all found residing in very good huts, apparently under proper regulations, and
encouraged to work in the gardens, which they had permission to cultivate during those hours which
were not dedicated to public labour. A barrack for the soldiers was erected in the small redoubt which
had been constructed, and in which also stood the provision store. Some ground had been opened on
the other side of the stream of water which ran into the creek, where a small house had been built for
the superintendant Dodd, under whose charge were to be placed a barn and granaries, in which the
produce of the ground he was then filling with wheat and barley was to be deposited. The people of
all descriptions continued very healthy; and the salubrity of the climate rendered medicine of little use.6

FLATS AT THE HEAD OF PORT JACKSON
& CHANNEL TO ROSE HILL, 1789,
WILLIAM BRADLEY, (DETAIL)
MITCHELL LIBRARY, STATE LIBRARY OF NSW

William Bradley made a detailed sketch of the settlement in mid-1789, close to
when David Collins described his visit above. Bradley’s plan illustrates three distinct
groupings of structures by mid-1789. To the south of the river and above the Crescent
was the redoubt with the red ensign and the barracks and storehouse along the
northern and western sides. The storehouse inside the redoubt was used for storage
of provisions, the daily rations provided by government, rather than newly grown
crops.7 There were four other structures with gardens to the south, possibly a group
of huts to accommodate the military, perhaps predating the barracks. Immediately
east was a closely packed row of seven huts/tents and gardens. It is not clear who was
living in these after the barracks were built within the redoubt. Possibly these were the
original tents for the marines but may have been given over to the convicts once the
officers and men moved into the barracks.
At some distance to the east are two groups of structures, two buildings enclosed by a
fence and located at an odd angle to the track, and a line of huts with gardens at the front.
The purpose of the two structures enclosed within the fence is uncertain but they were
possibly the commodious blacksmith’s shop or the wretched hospital, as these are the only
specific structures for which we do not have probable locations by the end of 1789.
The row of huts further to the east was presumably to accommodate convicts, with
gardens for growing crops in their spare time. The eastern convicts’ huts are on the
eastern side of the gardens while the western huts are on the western side of their
gardens, making their huts as far away from each other as possible but still within
sight. The reasons for this are not clear.
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King, later Governor King (1800–1805), reported on the early
settlement at Rose Hill in his diary in April 1790, 16 months after its establishment:

A VIEW OF GOVERNMENT FARM AT ROSE HILL,
NEW SOUTH WALES, 1791,
PORT JACKSON PAINTER,
BRITISH MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY,
ZOOLOGICAL LIBRARY, IMAGE REF NO. 12018

Governor Phillip having been several journeys the intent of which were to inform himself fully of
the Country & to find out a better place for Cultivation, than the land about the lower part of the
harbour is which is invariably a Sandy Soil, covered with rocks; at length fixed on a situation at
the head of the harbour which is about eleven miles from Sydney Cove, the Soil here was found
much better than at Sydney Cove A Number of Convicts were sent there in 1789 with a Captains
Guard (which was afterwards reduced to a Lieutts) to prevent any disputes with the Natives & to
preserve Order among the Convicts.
On the 9th [April 1790] I attended Governor Phillip to Rose-hill the name of the above place ...
We landed about half a mile from the Settlement & walked up to it. The Settlement is on an
elevated Ground, which joins to a very fine Crescent, as regular as if formed by art, It is supposed
that this Crescent & the regular Slopes which surround the Settlement has been formed by very
heavy rains, The Soil is loam, Sand & Clay, & the trees are not so large here as lower down the
harbour, but the large roots lying on the Ground renders it difficult to clear. A fine Stream of fresh
Water runs into the head of the harbour, which in the Winter & heavy rains sometimes rises 7 or
8 feet & is a rapid torrent.
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SKETCH PLAN OF ROSE HILL, APRIL 1790,
REMARKS & JOURNAL KEPT ON THE EXPEDITION
TO FORM A COLONY ... ,
LIEUTENANT KING’S DIARY,
MITCHELL LIBRARY, STATE LIBRARY OF NSW

A redoubt is constructed here in which are very good Barracks for Officers & Men, also a
Storehouse. On the Opposite Side of the Brook is a farm house, where a Servant of Governor
Phillips lives [Dodd], & who is charged with the Superintendance of the Convicts & the
Cultivation of the ground, to which charge he is very equal, & is of the greatest use to the
Governor, as he has no other free person whatever to overlook the least piece of work carrying
on by the Convicts; near this Farm house is a very good Barn & Granary, the Convicts houses
form a line at some distance in front of the Barracks, with very good Gardens before & behind
each house; the whole joined to the pleasantness of the situation makes it a fine landscape.
In 1789 the Quantity of ground sowed with Wheat sowed here & at Sydney Cove was
22 Acres, with Barley 17 Acres, Flax & Indian Corn Beans &c 3 Acres. For the Cultivation
of Wheat & other Grains, nearly One Hundred Acres will be cleared this Year at Rose Hill
of which 40 will be sowed with Wheat. The quantity of Wheat raised last Year was 200
Bushells, Barley 60 Bushells. Flax, Beans & other seeds 10 Bushells. The Wheat is a full good
grain.8
Lieutenant King described Rose Hill about 12 months after Collins visit and Bradley
drew his plan. King also sketched a plan which clearly illustrates the redoubt with a
ditched earthen embankment on three sides, bastions on the two eastern corners and
most likely a palisade fence along the western side. The frequent reference to the
fortification at Rose Hill as a redoubt would indicate the presence of ditches but
this sketch is the only evidence to support this view. The construction of military
fortifications or redoubts on high flat ground is a typical strategy for a defensive
position.9 The likely area for the redoubt is behind Government House and above
the steep sides of the Crescent. It is reasonably flat ground with the steep hill of the
Crescent to the north. The corner bastions allowed the soldiers to fire guns in two
separate directions and offered a strategic advantage.
The need for a defensive structure to secure the British settlement from attacks by
Aboriginal people must be perceived as precautionary. By November 1788 there were
few encounters between the local people and the settlers. The spearing of Governor
Phillip did not happen until 7 September 1790, some nine months after the
kidnapping of Bennelong and Colbee in December 1789.10 Therefore the decision
to build the redoubt was pre-emptive rather than responding to a specific threat.
The British were struggling to develop any relationships with the Aboriginal people
and there were frequent problems caused by the behaviour of many of the new
arrivals. The redoubt and its barracks continued to be used until a new barracks was
completed at the other end of the settlement, down near the wharf, in May 1791.
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By June 1791 relations with some Aboriginal people had developed but there were
considerable ups and downs. Collins describes the deterioration of the relationship:
Since the establishment of that familiar intercourse which now subsisted between us and the
natives, several of them had found it their interest to sell or exchange fish among the people at
Parramatta; they being contented to receive a small quantity of either bread or salt meat in barter
for mullet, bream, and other fish. To the officers who resided there this proved a great convenience,
and they encouraged the natives to visit them as often as they could bring them fish. There were,
however, among the convicts some who were so unthinking, or so depraved, as wantonly to destroy
a canoe belonging to a fine young man, a native, who had left it at some little distance from the
settlement, and as he hoped out of the way of observation, while he went with some fish to the
huts. His rage at finding his canoe destroyed was inconceivable; and he threatened to take his own
revenge, and in his own way, upon all white people. Three of the six people who had done him
the injury, however, were so well described by some one who had seen them, that, being closely
followed, they were taken and punished, as were the remainder in a few days after.
The instant effect of all this was, that the natives discontinued to bring up fish; and Bal-loo-derry, whose canoe had been destroyed, although he had been taught to believe that one of the six
convicts had been hanged for the offence, meeting a few days afterwards with a poor wretch who
had strayed from Parramatta as far as the Flats, he wounded him in two places with a spear.
This act of Ballooderry’s was followed by the governor’s strictly forbidding him to appear again
at any of the settlements; the other natives, his friends, being alarmed, Parramatta was seldom
visited by any of them, and all commerce with them was destroyed. How much greater claim to
the appellation of savages had the wretches who were the cause of this, than the native who was
the sufferer? 11
King’s sketch indicates the presence of a fence enclosing an area of agriculture; this
may be a vegetable garden which needs to be fenced off from the depredations of
the thieving convicts, as well as various animals. There are frequent references to
convicts stealing vegetables during the early period both in Sydney and Parramatta.12
By this time there were only two rows of huts with gardens, all of which were occupied
by convicts.
Dodd’s farm is a neat group of buildings within cleared and tilled ground accessible
by a bridge across the river, with the barn and granary marked. While the enclosure
was originally for grazing cattle it now appears to be a well organised garden with
pathways and rows of plants. There is a dirt entrance road locked by a gate opposite
the bridge, two cottages with a fireplace and what appears to be three tree stumps.
The rest of the structures look to be farm buildings such as the granary and barn, to
the rear. It is possible one of these may be the blacksmith’s shop. The early brick kiln
is indicated on the southern bank of the river.
The farm on Bradley’s 1789 plan indicates the presence of four structures, one to the
west of the entrance road and three to the east. King’s sketch has five structures
within the farm group, an additional one running east-west, with the eastern one
annotated as ‘barn’ . King’s April 1790 sketch indicates additions to the earlier group,
possibly only building the barn once there were crops to be stored? By 1791 there are
two other buildings in this group, making a total of seven structures. Three appear to
be barn/granary style with horizontal timber slab construction and thatched roofs;
two are houses with a central door, windows either side, and a brick chimney at the
end. These look to be whitewashed wattle and daub structures. A granary typically is
built to store the threshed grain. All the 1791–92 evidence indicates two separate areas
at the farm, the working buildings to the east which were separated by a fence from
the superintendent’s house to the west.
The agricultural settlement was established in November 1788 and by February 1789
land was being cleared and cultivated. The removal of the trees was more difficult
than anticipated due to the spread of the roots and the absence of cattle or horses to
help remove the trees.13 James Smith was the original person placed in charge of the
government farm at Parramatta but Edward Dodd replaced him by March 1789.
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Henry Dodd was the governor’s personal servant who had managed the farming at
Farm Cove and proved to be an extremely capable overseer of the convicts.14
There are various reports of the success of agriculture at Rose Hill. On 16 November,
1790, Captain Tench toured the locality with Rev. Richard Johnson the best farmer in
the country and Dodd. The cleared land equalled 200 acres (81 hectares), with 55 acres
(22.3 hectares) of wheat, barley, some oats and 30 acres (21.1 hectares) of maize and
the rest either cleared land or occupied by buildings and gardens. There were
to be four pens or enclosures of 20 acres (8 hectares) each for cattle and two of
these had already been built. There was a house in the centre of each enclosure to
accommodate the person to take care of the cattle. The cleared land gave to them a very
park-like and beautiful appearance.15
There were no ploughs available to turn the soil and each convict had to hoe 16 rods
a day (approx. 400 sq yards) although this size meant that it was just scratched over and
not well turned. The ground was left open for some months before the remains of the
trees were burnt and the ashes dug in. Dodd did not think areas could be replanted
after the first crop without a large supply of cattle to provide manure to fertilise the
soil.16 Most of the ground in crop was visible from the top of the Crescent:
The view from the top of the wheat takes in the ... whole of the cleared land of Rose Hill. From
not having before seen an opening of such extent for the last three years, this struck us as grand
and capacious. The beautiful diversity of the ground (gentle hill and dale) would certainly be
reckoned pretty in any county. Continued our walk, and crossed the old field, which is intended
to form part of the main street of the projected town. The wheat in this field is rather better, but
not much ... The next field is maize, inferior to what we have seen, but not despicable. An acre
of maize, at the bottom of the marine garden, is equal in luxuriancy of promise to any I ever saw
in any country.17
With the success of farming at Rose Hill and its expansion beyond the initial areas,
Phillip decided to open up the settlement in order to support the convict labour
force, its military guards and associated infrastructure and civilian officers. In July
1790 Governor Phillip and Surveyor Augustus Alt laid out a town plan with High
Street (George Street) running between the planned site of Government House and
the Landing Place at the eastern end of Parramatta, near modern day Harris Street.
The township was set on land previously used for growing crops but which
was quickly exhausted due to the want of manures and the inability to break up the
soil adequately in the absence of oxen or horses to pull a plough.18 Watkin Tench
describes George Street:
The main street of the new town is already begun. It is to be a mile long, and such breadth as
will make Pall-Mall and Portland place ‘hide their diminished heads.’ It contains at present
32 houses completed, of 24 feet by 12 each, on a ground floor only, built of wattles plaistered
with clay, and thatched. Each house is divided into two rooms, in one of which is a fire
place and a brick chimney. These houses are designed for men only; and ten is the number
of inhabitants allotted to each; but some of them now contain 12 or 14, for want of better
accommodation. More are building; in a cross street stand nine houses for unmarried women:
and exclusive of all these are several small huts where convict families of good character are
allowed to reside. The public buildings, beside the old wooden barrack and store there is a
house of lath and plaister, 44 feet long by 16 wide, for the governor, on ground floor only, with
excellent out-houses and appurtenances attached to it. A new brick storehouse, covered with tiles,
100 feet long by 24 feet wide, is nearly completed, and a house for the store-keeper.
The first stone of a barrack 100 feet long by 24 feet wide, to which are intended to be added
wings for the officers, was laid to-day. The situation of the barrack is judicious, being close to
the store-house, and within a hundred and fifty yards of the wharf, where all boats from Sydney
unload. To what I have already enumerated, must be added an excellent barn, a granary, an
enclosed yard to rear stock in, a commodious blacksmith’s shop, and most wretched hospital,
totally destitute in every conveniency. Luckily for the gentleman who superintends this hospital,
and still more luckily for those who are doomed in case of sickness to enter it, the air of Rose
Hill has hitherto been generally healthy.19
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As set out, George Street was 205ft (63m) wide and a mile (1.6km) long. On either
side of the street, huts were to be erected, each capable of containing 10 persons and
at a distance of 60ft (18.5m) from each other, with a garden area allotted at the rear
of each hut. Tench and Collins wrote that they were 60 ft (18.5m) apart but Governor
Phillip had written to the British Government they were to be 100ft (30.8m) apart.
The huts were to be built of wattle and daub with a thatched roof and were to be 12
by 24ft (3.7 x 7.4m).20
Phillip named the township at Rose Hill, Parramatta in June 1791. It appears to have
been so named on ‘his majesty’s birthday’. Parramatta was the name given by the
traditional owners.21 Parramatta township referred to the area from the foot of Rose
Hill and the land for one mile along the creek (Parramatta River). In a drawing by
Brambila (1793), an artist on the Malaspina Spanish expedition, the main street has
rows of modest huts regularly spaced along the street leading towards Government
House. For a period Parramatta, as the main agricultural settlement and focus of
convict labour, became the main township with Sydney being less important.22
SKETCH OF PARRAMATTA, APRIL 1793,
FERNANDO BRAMBILA,
MAP LIBRARY, © BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD,
MAPS T.TOP.124 SUPP F44

Governor Hunter had limited resources and not a lot of convict labour when the
Barwell arrived in May 1798. Collins observed the weakness of the public gangs, however,
was such, that this allotment of villainy was considered as an acquisition to the general
strength, and it was hoped that they might be employed to advantage.23 But apparently the
Barwell did contain some useful mechanics. Prior to its arrival Hunter had to pay for
skilled builders and carpenters as there were few convicts available with these skills.
11 months later in April 1799 foundations were laid for a new Government House to
replace Phillip’s small hut:
To the list of public buildings, which, young as was the settlement, time had overthrown,
was now added the government-house at Parramatta; the roof of which falling-in in some bad
weather, the building was surveyed, and found so weak and decayed as not to admit of repairs.
It was therefore determined to take this entirely down, and erect a new one; for which purpose
a gang of brickmakers was shortly after sent up there.24
Hunter’s new government house was completed at the end of his administration in
September 1800. The design was of a simple Georgian house with five bays, with an
arched fanlight over the central door.
Up to 25 September 1800 Governor Hunter had been responsible for leasing 47 acres
in the township of Parramatta. The first official lease was on 26 March 1800 to James
Larra although Captain John Macarthur had received a lease on this same property
in September 1796, presumably from Hunter but it was cancelled.25 In September
1800 there were 1,226 people living in Parramatta including nine civil officers, 86
military and six of their wives and 10 children, 49 settlers and their four wives, 590 male
convicts, 245 female convicts and 221 children of convicts.26
On 25 September 1800 Governor Hunter reported that the Government huts at
Parramatta and Toongabbé originally built by Governor Phillip for the reception of convicts on
their arrival, but which had been some years neglected, and were now in a state of ruin. Many
indeed had fallen down.27
On 28 September 1800 Governor King wrote regarding the work of convicts that
were on public rations:
... and shall direct as many as the remainder as can be spared from other public works to be
employed in cultivation on the public account, for which purpose I shall cause the huts now in
ruin at Toongabbe and Parramatta to be put into repair for the reception of such convicts as
may hereafter arrive from England, and those that I may be able to draw from Sydney from
other indispensable public works, and those that may return to public labour from those now
employed by officers ... 28
On 31 December 1800 King reported that one bricklayer and two labourers had
repaired, plaistered, and whitewashed the Government hutts, the houses of all the officers, civil
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and military, the storehouses, granaries.29 These references suggest that the huts were only
used intermittently by recent convict arrivals, who were then dispersed to other places,
either to labour on public works or on agriculture or were assigned to people. The disrepair of the buildings speaks to the discontinuation of their use. This break in
practice was probably related to the inefficient governance of the colony during
the First Interregnum (time gap between officially appointed governors) and the
failure of Hunter to implement their repair and use.30 These statements show that the
convict huts were meant to provide short-term accommodation, they were allowed
to fall into disrepair and were renewed by Governor King. Sometimes we can see this
during the excavation of hut sites where the post holes have been recut and the posts
replaced.
A number of leases of these former convict huts were given out in Parramatta from
1804 to: John Jennings, Timothy Hollister, Thomas McKenzy, James Wright, Joseph
Barsden, Humphrey Thorn, Sarah Brabyn, Joseph Ward, Thomas Halfpenny, James
Horrax and Obediah Ikin.31 Larger grants and leases were given out to civil and
military officers in 1799 around the periphery of the town. These included: Assistant
Surgeon D’Arcy Wentworth, Surgeon John Harris, Surgeon William Balmain,
Captain Edward Abbott. The 1804 map provides a significant survey of how the town
looked at this time, what leases were given and who had received them. Only 16 small
town plots had been leased by 1804, including two which we have excavated: Timothy
Hollister (Parramatta Justice Precinct) and Obeidah Ikin later leased to Rev. Rowland
Hassall who had his store operating by this time.
George William Evans’ painting c1805 shows the town near the end of Governor King’s
administration. The High (George) Street was a relatively narrow dirt road with
fences built up to the street frontage. While the houses were set back from the
road there were probably gardens in the area between the road and convict hut. Lines
of fences are shown in the Evans’ painting but not in Brambila’s 1793 drawing,
indicating that they were erected later. Fences appear on the 1804 plan surveyed by
Evans. Brambila does indicate the use of ditches (right foreground) which appear to
have also operated as boundary lines and possibly as stormwater drainage lines.
Fences would indicate the changing perception of these properties from those owned
by the government and used to accommodate convicts to those leased by individuals
and their families. The fences represent the transfer to private control and the desire
to keep unwanted guests out of what had become their ‘private property’.
In time, as convicts were freed and free settlers acquired houses in the town, a less
rudimentary settlement emerged. Huts, and later houses, were bought and sold
although the possessors had no title to them apart from the right of occupancy of a
piece of land assigned to them by the magistrates or the Governor. In order to
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regularise the situation, the crown commenced to issue leases for town allotments,
both in Sydney and Parramatta, for either 14 years or 21 years duration. There was
a trickle of leases issued from the 1790s onwards, usually to people with business
interests in the town who were seeking security of tenure. Between 1790 and 1820
convicts mostly had to provide their own accommodation. After this time convicts
were housed in barracks rather than the earlier huts allowing the land to become
available for emancipists and new settlers. Soon convicts were sent on assignment
to labour on rural properties where the owners had to provide food, clothing and
accommodation. Often married convicts were assigned to their free or emancipist
spouse or relative.32
During Governor Macquarie’s administration (1810–21) major change happened
in Parramatta. Both Elizabeth Macquarie and aide-de-comp John Watts, who had
architectural training, were instrumental in a number of these changes. The town
plan expanded considerably. A whole group of new buildings were constructed
including: a new Government House, St Johns remodelled with two towers built, the
Lancer Barracks and Convict Hospital. These were based on designs by John Watts.
Elizabeth Macquarie influenced the design of the St Johns towers and especially the
Palladian-style design of the Female Orphan School and Government House.
Paintings indicate that the spreading town was encircled by Palladian-style buildings
on the high points. The workers from the Government Lumber Yard provided the
labour and materials to construct these buildings and in the case of the convict
hospital there are weekly lists illustrating what was built and what materials were
supplied. By the end of Macquarie’s administration the township of Parramatta
was remade from a straggly street of wattle and daub huts into one of fine Georgian
houses, many with their symmetrical facades. There is little comparison between the
town painted by Lycett in 1819 to those of Brambila in 1793 or Evans in c1805 other
than the layout of George Street and a few of the other streets.
Governor Macquarie also tried to institute better relationships with Aboriginal
people and established the annual meeting of the tribes and native feasts where Civic
Place is today. These meetings were intended to encourage better relations with local
Aboriginal groups. The government distributed blankets and awards to Aboriginal
men and women who had given proofs of industry and inclination to be civilised. It was at
this annual event that certain Aboriginal leaders received their breastplates.33
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After the replacement of Governor Lachlan Macquarie in 1821 by Sir Thomas
Brisbane and in the wake of the Bigge commission into the colony, the SurveyorGeneral, John Oxley, was delegated to create order from the chaos of town tenures
across the colony. After Parramatta was comprehensively mapped in 1823 in order
to establish the identity of the holders of town lands, many occupiers were offered
leases from the Crown, which they accepted. All leases were dated as 30 June 1823.
On the basis of these leases, householders in Parramatta could apply for a grant of
land if they had erected buildings worth over £1,000 or, alternately, they could obtain
a grant by the payment of 21 years quit rent. Consequently there is far greater
information about the nature of buildings, improvements and the identity of
landholders in Parramatta after that date. Finally we can begin to know so much more
about Parramatta and its residents. We can begin to associate artefacts and buildings
with individual families and ever so gently touch their lives.
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Ref lections
an Aboriginal perspective
on Parramatta’s archaeological activities
Chris Tobin
I love Parramatta. It is one of the most special places in the world for me. It is the
place where my mother was born and raised and where distant memories are kept
and held of Aunties and Uncles whom I barely knew. It was the unconscious
constant in my ever-moving childhood and the place of refuge when we were
destitute one time after Cyclone Tracey. It is our mothers’ Country; our Ancestral
lands, where our Old People lived and are buried; and in Aboriginal culture, the
place where our Spirit children reside.34 It is steeped in colonial/contact history and
probably the only city in the world I have an affinity with. Growing up my cousins
and I would meet there to go to the picture theatre and to ‘people-watch’ in the ‘Big
Smoke’.
As a Site Officer and general labourer with the Darug Custodian Aboriginal
Corporation in the earlier part of 2000, I enjoyed working with the archaeological
teams and other Aboriginal people employed on the digs in a number of different
sites. The work is often hard and sometimes miserable (depending on the wind) but
usually very satisfying, as there is a general good mood and camaraderie that is an
undercurrent in our work environment. I have met some lovely people from all over
the world and gotten to know some of our own people much better. Communal
work makes for an excellent vehicle in bringing people closer in an easy and
casual manner that is so useful for building and maintaining relationships … an
important element in Aboriginal culture. Pressing work in other areas of the Culture
however means I don’t get out in the field much these days; but my work on the
digs has left a strong impression with me which is regularly stirred whenever I pass
construction works or site preparations … which sadly in Western Sydney, is pretty
much every day.
To be involved in the recovery of our people’s ancient artefacts is an exciting and
sacred task for me; and like many other Darug people, is one which brings about a
wide range of emotional responses to this kind of work. To be the first person to pick
up an artefact that hasn’t seen the sun for over a thousand years can touch deeply.
It is like receiving a gift from the Old Ones or ‘shaking hands with the past’ as Fr.
Eugene Stockton puts it. The contrast of emotions however is played out sharply
through the environment that surrounds or more often intrudes, upon us in this
precious work.
You see nearly always these archaeological digs are brought about by some
‘development’ going through. Our work then is simply to try to get an idea of
what the site can tell us through our discoveries before it gets destroyed. The more
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important a site presents itself to be, the sadder is our task as the project reaches
‘completion’. I believe we all feel this; but for our people to whom this is our direct
heritage; our traditional country … I think we feel it more.
Usually by the end of a dig we have a much better understanding of that tract of
country, and invariably so too grows our emotional attachment to the place. The site
itself will often determine this. In industrial or rural settings there is the palpable
sadness of a land destroyed and seemingly run over forever. In settings where it is
still an intact bushland, however, there seems to be a call from the country that is
positively distressing. We see the country still living, ‘standing up alive’ and yet
earmarked for destruction. In your mind you formulate plans to save it; entertain
visions of what could be done to preserve and keep it. All the time knowing it is
hopeless (nothing stops the march of the dollar-makers), while you with your own
hands are breaking up the earth sometimes for the first time ever, and shovelling it
into a bucket.
I remember a dig in Parramatta near Charles Street one time where we uncovered
layers of history in the sands along that ancient river. There walking among the sand
corridors towering above, one could literally see and follow the history of the country
presented through the artefacts of our ancestors. Aboriginal tools and necklaces
speaking of countless generations of sustainable living overlaid by relatively recent
European pottery and pipes and even the burial of a horse! All telling important
stories of those who went before us and their relationship with this land.
Was it sealed and preserved for the people of Parramatta and our descendants? … No.
A perfect opportunity to celebrate and show off our proud histories; a natural place
for school excursions and visitors to reflect on; but no, it is now another soulless
office block making more shadows over the ground and stretching high into the sky
separating us further still from the earth.
We are answerable to both our ancestors and the children yet to be born for this.
… And yet still there is something beautiful about Parramatta today. Those proud new
glass buildings that now tower over the former grandeur of old Parramatta somehow
seem to fit, and reflect to some extent the myriad of cultures and people who have
brought their own stories to make up the rich tapestry which is Parramatta today.
They seem to hint at an exciting future that is already upon us. Hopefully with the
work we undertake now in learning more about our past, we will inform that future
and shape it as one which builds onto and celebrates its rich and ancient heritage.
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An historical overview of Parramatta
Terry Kass
The Aboriginal people who inhabited the Parramatta River and its headwaters were
the Burramattagal (or Barramattagal) of the Darug. There was plenty of fresh water.
Many plants and animals could be harvested for food. The banks of the Parramatta
River were clothed with tall trees. Smaller gullies with wet humid conditions and
closed canopies allowed local rainforest to develop. The river and streams of the
district offered plants and animals life for food. Adjoining bushland provided further
variety to their diet.
The Darug knew how to maximise food output from their territory. From the river
came mullet, crayfish, shellfish and turtles. Native animals were hunted by the men
who also harvested such delicacies as bull ants and their eggs and witchetty grubs,
which grew in rotting timber. Lizards, snakes, birds, ducks, potaroos, wallabies and
possums were all food for the Darug. Small lakes and billabongs that filled after
rain or flood provided small fish and shellfish. Women gathered roots and seeds and
prepared them for consumption, plus utilising local resources to make twine and food
and water carriers.
After Governor Arthur Phillip’s exploring expeditions up the Parramatta River
located more fertile land, he decided to set up a second settlement. A site was
selected for a redoubt at the Crescent on 2 November 1788 (now Parramatta Park).
Land was cleared and planted with crops. By November 1789, James Ruse occupied
and cultivated land at Experiment Farm. Later, it was granted to him.
Previously known as Rose Hill, on 2 June 1791, Phillip renamed it Parramatta, using
the locality name used by the Burramattagal. It was the first locality in Australia
to be based on an Aboriginal name. Another settlement arose at Toongabbie.
In 1790, a town with a long transverse street, later known as George Street, leading
from the wharf to Government House was laid out. Convict huts were erected on both
sides of George Street. Each hut was occupied by a number of convicts one of whom
was assigned the duties of hutkeeper. As the number of convicts increased, new huts
had to be added around the town. Public buildings erected included a granary, stores,
and military barracks. A hospital operating in 1789 was followed in 1792 by a new
brick hospital near the river. A gaol commenced in 1797 in what is now Prince Alfred
Park. A church under construction from about 1798 was sufficiently complete for the
first service to be held on 10 April 1803. It was named St Johns Church. Originally
all communication to Parramatta was by river but a rough track to Sydney was
opened. Parramatta Road was laid out about 1797 under the direction of SurveyorGeneral Augustus Alt. Parts of the town were poorly drained as it was built on the
floodplain near the river.
A large area west of the settlement was set aside as the Governor’s Domain and a
residence erected as Government House, which grew over the years. Many governors
preferred to rule from Parramatta rather, than Sydney, until the 1850s.
Manufacturing included weaving, brewing, and brickmaking, while stone was
quarried for government works. Windmills and watermills provided the power for
a number of enterprises. The Convict Lumber Yard was the centre for skilled
convicts producing goods such as joinery and metalwork for the government and
occasionally for private persons. Private inns and stores emerged to serve the
community. Former missionary Rowland Hassall conducted a store in Parramatta
for a brief period.
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When Governor Lachlan Macquarie took control of the colony in 1810 he aimed to
tidy up the messy personal relationships of the population as well as its rough
physical environment. He issued Orders encouraging couples living together to
marry and formalise their family relationship so that property could be properly
disposed of and children provided for in the event of death or separation.
Parramatta’s streets were regularised in 1811 and 1814 and the street grid laid down.
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The end of the Napoleonic wars in Europe meant a large number of unemployed
men were released onto the streets and towns of Britain. In time, a number of them
were convicted of crimes and transported to New South Wales. Macquarie was soon
overwhelmed by large numbers of convicts that he needed to employ in some useful
fashion. His programme of public works was partially a response to the problem of
idle hands that needed work to do to prevent them falling into mischief.
At first, Macquarie’s attention was directed at improving Sydney. St Johns Church,
which was poorly built, was temporarily repaired between 1810 and 1813. In 1816,
Macquarie thought it was time to tidy up the town. Lt John Watts was appointed to
carry out his plans. Watts supervised the erection of twin towers on St Johns Church,
built a military barracks and convict hospital as well as enlarging Government
House and damming the Parramatta River to supply fresh water. The Female
Orphan School, a project of Elizabeth Macquarie’s, was completed on 30 June 1818.
In order to keep better control of female convicts who had previously had to
find their own accommodation in town, Macquarie arranged the construction of
the Female Factory. It was occupied in February 1821 to house convict women
awaiting assignment, returned to the government by their employers or committing
secondary offences in the colony.
Convict huts began to merge into private landholdings, as they were passed from one
inhabitant to another. Occupation by a group of convicts mutated into occupation by
single families. Gradually, the ‘ownership’ of these huts was becoming regularised.
Private occupation of land in the town was based on leases from the Crown usually
for terms of 7, 14 or 21 years. The earliest leases were mostly issued to men of
status such as D’Arcy Wentworth, but ex-convicts also took up land to ensure their
occupation of land in the town was secure. The lease gave no guarantee of ownership
though over time the expectation that they would eventually ensure freehold
ownership of that land arose. Due to the uncertain nature of their hold on their land,
most leaseholders did not invest heavily in building on their leases.
A proclamation of May 1823 by Governor Sir Thomas Brisbane announced that
those who held land in towns including Parramatta could obtain a lease for 21 years.
Those willing to pay 21 years quit rent or who had spent over £1,000 on building on
their land would be entitled to a grant. This proclamation gave townspeople more
secure tenure of their land. They began to invest more heavily in commercial or
residential building on their land. In consequence, the built nature of Parramatta
began to acquire a more solid and established feel. When the leases expired in
the 1840s, there was a long period of tidying up property ownership. One canny
operator, Samuel Larkin, bought up a number of properties in Parramatta, hoping
to obtain grants for them. Though he was not successful in many instances the name
Samuel Larkin still occurs with some frequency on the map of grants in the town of
Parramatta. Settlement spread north of the river as land south of the river became
scarcer and as agricultural development north of Parramatta made commercial
development along the Windsor Road attractive to entrepreneurs.
Parramatta had long been the third town of the colony and the alternative seat of
government. It grew as the major regional centre for western Cumberland. It had
the courthouse, markets and stores. It provided professional services in law and
medicine. Notable hotels such as the Red Cow and the Woolpack drew custom not
just for drinking but also for the quality of their accommodation. The establishment
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of the Kings School fixed Parramatta’s role as a major educational centre. After
occupying temporary premises in George Street for a short time, the School moved
into new premises on the north side of the river in 1835.
Public works improved the town and its habitability. From the 1820s onwards, major
drains were constructed to allow land to be drained and made more suitable
for building. The Babes in the Wood Hotel in George Street was built to take
advantage of a site made more attractive by better drainage. Major building work
occurred at the District Hospital. The construction of Parramatta gaol in the 1840s
gave the town a major institution that has continued to the present day.
Manufacturing also expanded, most notably brewing and flour milling associated with
the Byrnes brothers. By this time, steam power was being applied to manufacturing
in addition to wind and water power.
The end of the convict regime in the 1840s and the withdrawal of the Imperial
garrison and the loss of its financial expenditure meant a reduction of functions for
Parramatta. Its economy suffered. However, Parramatta was left with a legacy of
major convict-era buildings. These were later converted into public institutions such
as the Lunatic Asylum (former Female Factory), Benevolent Asylum (George Street
convict barracks) Lancer Barracks (former military barracks), District Hospital
(former Convict Hospital) and Parramatta Gaol.
By the 1850s the pace of development had shifted away from the County of
Cumberland. With the loss of many convict and garrison functions Parramatta began
to rely on government institutions that used the buildings erected during the convict
era. After coming off the teat of Imperial Government expenditure, Parramatta
slowly began to find a role.
The arrival of the railway in 1860 changed the focus away from George Street and
the road from the wharf, to Church Street and the railway station. Major stores and
businesses began to re-align themselves along Church Street rather than George
Street. A local government authority was proclaimed for Parramatta on 27 November
1861.
Apart from its role as a major shopping centre, Parramatta was also an industrial
centre. Family blacksmith firms grew into engineering firms such the Ritchie
family. Millers such as Henry Harvey and the Byrnes brothers operated in town.
Tanneries, brick kilns and tweed mills (also run by the Byrnes brothers) were major
industries centred on Parramatta. Major banks established in Parramatta included
the Commercial Banking Co of Sydney (1861) and Bank of New South Wales (1874).
For decades, the people of Parramatta had to rely on water impounded behind the
weir on the river, and rainwater tanks or cisterns. A dam completed at Hunts Creek
in 1856 operated as a swimming hole where water carters could fill their casks to sell
water in the town. Finally, in 1882, tenders were called to construct the pipes that
brought water to town. But sewerage and sanitation was still to be considered.
From the 1870s onwards, suburbanisation along the railway line created satellite
towns at Harris Park and Granville. Once development pressures within Parramatta
became more intense, some manufacturers shifted to these new suburbs. Byrnes
brothers weaving mills moved to Granville and Ritchie’s engineering works went to
Auburn.
By the 1870s, Parramatta’s ‘old world’ feel guaranteed it a new role as a holiday
or honeymoon destination. Its landscape of farms and orchards with the river and
hills attracted Sydneysiders for holidays. Yet the grim reminders of the convict past
were visible in institutions such as the George Street Asylum, the former Female
Factory, converted into the Lunatic Asylum and the Macquarie Street Asylum, which
dominated views up and down the river.
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Local entrepreneurs started major new stores. They included Erby’s, Rawlinson’s
and especially, Murray Brothers. In 1889, Murray Brothers built new multi-storeyed
premises, which dominated Church Street, and which may be the first multi-storeyed
commercial store built in western Sydney.
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Residential development continued around Parramatta. Railways altered it into a
pleasant residential town with good connections for those who worked in Sydney,
usually in professional, semi-professional, commercial businesses or government
occupations. Manufacturing workers tended to settle in manufacturing suburbs
such as Granville or Auburn. North Parramatta developed as a residential area for
employees of the government institutions there such as the Lunatic Asylum, Gaol
and Benevolent Asylums which kept Parramatta economically viable.
As the county centre, Parramatta catered for the demands of people across a wide
hinterland. Germans and Yugoslavs had settled in the South Granville and Fairfield
areas. A number of them operated vineyards or orchards. Their ethnic food
needs were supplied by the stores of Parramatta, as were those of the Chinese who
operated small market gardens around Parramatta, as well as small grocery stores in
Parramatta. People of Lebanese and Greek origin were living in Parramatta by the
early 1900s often conducting small businesses. Along with market gardens and the
stone fruit and citrus orchards, which were such a feature of the district, new rural
industries, such as poultry farming came into prominence in the district. Poultry
farmers and their families made weekly expeditions to Parramatta to buy store
goods and sell farm produce, in markets that functioned in the back streets of
the Parramatta CBD. Plant and seed merchants such as Purchase’s and Sheather’s
nurseries served a specialised clientele.
Institutions that had been the economic ballast for Parramatta for many years
continued though some were closing. The Macquarie Street Asylum closed in 1935
and the George Street Asylum followed in 1936, freeing land near the centre of town
for new uses. The continuation of other institutions such as the former Female
Factory, which became the Lunatic Asylum, (now Cumberland Hospital), the former
Female Orphan School, (later Rydalmere Lunatic Asylum) and now the University of
Western Sydney’s campus, maintained the role of large institutions in Parramatta
and ensured the survival of its historic fabric.
Major stores like Murray Brothers and Rawlinsons offered the delights of
department store shopping. Buyers could browse over clothes, footwear, mercery,
furniture, millinery and food. Hotels continued to cater for the magnificent thirst
that plagued Australians in their warm climate whilst cordial manufacturers, such as
Summons and Graham, offered non-alcoholic beverages. Banks supplied the capital
that kept local business solvent and able to invest in new ventures whilst the earnings
of the district's population and business flowed back into the bank’s safe keeping.
Homebuilders were pushed out to Northmead, Westmead, Rydalmere and Harris
Park. Residential development filled in the last lots near Parramatta.
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Archaeology
and the role of the Heritage Council
and Heritage Branch
Siobhan Lavelle
Archaeological resources are irreplaceable. They have enormous potential to
contribute to our knowledge of our history because they provide evidence that is not
available from other sources. That is why it is important that archaeological
resources are adequately investigated and recorded if they are to be disturbed.
In Australia historical archaeologists investigate sites and relics such as those left
by early Asian fishing fleets and Dutch explorers, as well as the settlements
of Europeans, Chinese and other cultural groups. In New South Wales ‘historical
archaeology’ is essentially the study of British colonisation and occupation after
1788 AD.
Where history involves the research of documents, archaeology involves the research
of physical evidence. Historical archaeological sites can include physical evidence of:
buildings (both ruined and standing); structures (or works) such as wells, mine shafts,
quarries and bridges; objects of household use such as crockery and bottles;
personal effects and toys; machinery and tools; pollen as evidence of past
environments; and, parasites as evidence of human diet and disease. Historical
Archaeology is not just about objects and remains. Historical archaeologists also
study landscapes and links between sites. Some sites that are very significant to the
community are kept in the ground and interpreted because they can supply evidence
that we can see and touch.
The NSW Heritage Act 1977 protects the State’s natural and cultural heritage and also
contains measures to protect archaeological relics. Under the Heritage Act relics are
any deposit, object or material evidence which relates to the settlement of the area
that comprises New South Wales, not being Aboriginal settlement. Thus, land where
it is known that relics may be disturbed is an historical archaeological site and
excavation of such land requires an excavation permit issued by the Heritage
Council of NSW. The Act ensures that excavation permits are obtained for sites
likely to contain significant evidence and deposits.
Change to archaeological relics either within a site or removed from a site can
include: accidental change such as the discovery of ‘relics’ during other work;
conservation (including recording, analysis and interpretation) in the existing place
as required by an Archaeological Permit (usually a change to the archaeological
setting rather than the actual relics); excavation (including recording, analysis,
conservation of removed significant relics and interpretation) in accordance with an
Archaeological Permit; or a combination of the above.
Until recently, projects where archaeological evidence has been researched,
recorded, recovered and displayed to the public, have been less common.
Nevertheless, 30 years on from the passing of the Heritage Act, increasing numbers
of interpreted archaeological sites and ‘relics’ are becoming available.
In conjunction with the NSW Heritage Council, Parramatta City Council
commissioned the first Archaeological Zoning Plan for Parramatta as early as 1991
to identify the most significant sites within the CBD. That study was subsequently
extended by the Parramatta Historical Archaeological Landscape Management
Study (PHALMS) completed in 2001 by a number of project partners.
Open Days are becoming more common for Archaeological digs. This is a direct
result of consent conditions on permits issued by the Heritage Council of NSW,
together with an increasing requirement to interpret archaeological sites to the public.
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Archaeology aims to understand the lives of ordinary people in the past and seek
a better understanding, including consideration of both continuity and change.
Why did people act in a certain way? What options were available to them? Why
did they make those choices? What effect did it have on them and on others? How
different was life in the past? What has changed in Parramatta and what is still the
same?
Thus, archaeology is not just about ‘things’, it is about finding ‘out’ things.
Archaeology tends to collect many ‘facts’ and much information about sites and
artefacts but what is sought is an understanding of people’s actions. We want to
capture the ‘experience’ of these people and places. The experiences that bounced off
the walls of the convict hut, through the spaces of the streets and the landscape, and
along the corridor of time from the past to the present.

ARTEFACTS,
AIRD STREET,
WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWN EXCAVATION SITE
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Beneath the waters
Tim Smith
A component of archaeology in Australia is the sub-discipline known as Maritime
Archaeology. The study of archaeological sites located, not on land, but on the
seabed or riverbed, really began in the 1960s. Today, the study of underwater
cultural heritage sites, deposits and landscapes, is a well recognised field
internationally that has showcased some of the most startling archaeological finds.
Far from being a destroyer, the sea and rivers can become preserving environments
for shipwrecks, structures and archaeological relic deposits. Those sites that have
become partially or wholly buried by sediments and shielded from water action and
the effects of oxygen and micro organisms, can be retained in amazing condition.
Shipwrecks in particular hold an important advantage over archaeological sites on
land. A ship that sank is the proverbial ‘time capsule’ – everything that was on board
from the vessel itself, to cargo and crew and passenger possessions, can form a
discrete archaeological site that captures a moment in time in one place. This can be
quite different to a terrestrial archaeological site that might be formed by many
layers of human habitation that need to be individually disturbed to allow study.
New South Wales has an estimated 1,800 potential historic shipwreck sites awaiting
discovery and documentation, with some 10 percent located to date. However the
underwater world can retain the remains of much more that shipwrecks. The coasts
and rivers formed an important highway for exploration, trade and settlement often
used much more frequently than land routes in the early period of British settlement.
Today it is quite difficult to picture the volume of shipping activity and movements
as we have become so reliant on rail and road freight. But to service this industry, a
range of coastal and river port settlements needed to be established together with a
whole range of infrastructure such as jetties and piers, shipbuilding yards and repair
centres, cranes and rail heads, moorings and navigational markers. Many of
these structures can still be found in the archaeological record but are poorly
documented on the whole. These heritage sites and objects are protected under the
archaeological controls of the NSW Heritage Act 1977.
The Heritage Branch of the NSW Department of Planning has recently been
examining the remains of a host of stone and timber jetties dotted along the shores
of the Parramatta River. While some have been included in local heritage studies and
added to the heritage schedules of Local Environmental Plans for protection, the
majority have seen little research or archaeological documentation.

COOKING POT,
QUEENS WHARF SITE
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Parramatta archaeological sites
Queens Wharf Area
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The former Government Wharf at Parramatta, known as the Queens Wharf, was one
of the largest early government infrastructure elements.
Located on the southern bank near the head of navigation, the cut block wharf
stretches for a considerable distance along the bank. This was the site of the first
stone wharf built by the British to service the shipping route between Sydney Cove
and Parramatta. It was to become a thriving hub for commercial river traffic that
allowed for the development of significant industry such as wind and water mills.
The first vessels deployed on the journey were small rowing and sailing vessels, with
the Rose Hill Packet, affectionately known as The Lump active from 1788. Regular
services are documented from 1793 but the first steamship began activities in 1831,
the Surprise – internationally an early use of this new technology. Steamships were to
become common, working their way up and the down the channel, initially side and
stern paddle wheelers providing a scene well known on the Murray River. The Surprise
was followed by the Sophia Jane and the Experiment (initially powered by horses), the
Rapid and other household names such as the Comet, Emu, Pelican, Star and Victoria.
The Queens Wharf landing was in use from 1788. A flagstaff was erected nearby.
The military barracks were built nearby between 1790–91 with the current sandstone
river wall and wharf built by David Lennox in 1834.

QUEENS WHARF WALL, QUEENS WHARF SITE

The only archaeological excavations conducted off this site were undertaken in 1992
during works to widen and deepen the shipping channel for the instigation of the
high speed ‘Rivercat’ ferry service. Initiated by the (then) Department of Transport,
maritime archaeologist Adam Wolfe, Wolfe & Associates Pty Ltd, conducted the first
series of ‘test trenches’ in the riverbank to identify the likelihood of artefacts in
the river bed and associated with the main jetty sites. The archaeologists used a
1 x 1m caisson (watertight box) to excavate down 2m into the silt and underlying
clay deposits. Further excavation work was conducted by the Australian National
Maritime Museum under the direction of maritime archaeologists Mark Staniforth
and Rebecca Bower in 1992. An amazing collection of artefacts was detected,
recorded and recovered for conservation and public display. The objects represent
the range of activities and uses of the Queens Wharf site since its construction.
Representative items are included in this catalogue, with many more on permanent
display and forming part of the archaeological collection at the Parramatta Heritage
Centre.
Perhaps the most evocative are military items related to the long use of the precinct as
a military base, and the jetty’s use as a transhipment point for the Army ‘Redcoat’ units
stationed at Parramatta and surrounding districts. The archaeological excavations
recovered two shako plates and several buttons from uniforms of the 28th Regiment.
These items have a special connection to one of New South Wales’ most significant
shipwrecks, the convict transport Hive lost at Wreck Bay, south of Jervis Bay, in 1835.
Picking up convicts at Dublin and Cork in Ireland, the Hive departed on its second
voyage to Sydney. The transport was driven ashore in bad weather and became a total
wreck. On board was Captain John Nutting in command of 250 Irish male prisoners
and 29 rank and file soldiers of the 28th Regiment. The Hive was bringing the first
consignment of the 28th to Sydney with a detachment destined for Parramatta.

SHAKO PLATE FROM THE 28TH REGIMENT,
STATIONED AT PARRAMATTA 1835–1842,
QUEENS WHARF SITE,
PARRAMATTA HERITAGE CENTRE COLLECTION

The 28th (North Gloucestershire) Regiment of Foot was a British Infantry Regiment
that had served at the Battle of Waterloo. After their stay in Sydney, the Regiment
was posted to India where a significant number died of diseases such as Cholera,
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before their final arrival back in England during 1848. The archaeological discovery
of military uniform relics at the Queens Wharf site documents the Regiment’s time
at Parramatta. Further artefacts were documented from the 58th Regiment that
provided key garrison duties in New South Wales from 1843. These include uniform
buttons included in this exhibition. One can imagine the loss of a soldier’s shako
plate from a soldier’s hat over the side of a ferry or the wharf!
The surveys revealed that the bed of the Parramatta River retains a significant
collection of archaeological relics that document British settlement and the
development of Parramatta and its surrounding landscape.

H O W E L L’ S W I N D & W AT E R M I L L A N D B Y R N E S ’ C L O T H FA C T O R Y

Approximately 150m west of the Queens Wharf is the site of Howell’s Wind & Water
Mill. The mill and a weir were built in 1828 by George Howell and operated until
the late 1850s. To the east of Queens Wharf the Byrnes brothers erected a steam flour
mill and cloth factory about 1841. During the archaeological survey for the Rivercat
ferry service, several test excavations were conducted in the river beyond these key
industrial sites. A feature of the collections was the range of table and kitchenwares:
plates, bowls, saucers, cups and serving dishes. Also included were figurines and
vases, dolls, toilet wares such as chamber pots, and a wide collection of glass bottles.
The excavation work suggested that much of the material was purposely thrown into
the river which served as a refuse dump throughout the 19th century.
The Parramatta River has played a critical role in the development of Sydney
and continues to serve as a major thoroughfare to Western Sydney. The riverine
structures that remain are an important reminder of the heyday of river vessel traffic,
the development of industry and transport generally. Associated with the key sites are
substantial artefact collections, both within the banks and the bed of the river that
remain to tell their unique story. Protected by the Heritage Act 1977, any disturbance
to these sites through modern development must be carefully monitored so that the
unique archaeological footprint of the river is properly documented, and the stories
of the past told.
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Department of Transport
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WINDMILL OF PARRAMATTA,
[HOWELL’S WIND & WATER MILL] 1853,
ENGRAVER FLEURY,
PARRAMATTA HERITAGE CENTRE COLLECTION
WOODEN ARTEFACT,
[POSSIBLY AN ELEMENT OF A WATER WHEEL]
HOWELL’S WIND & WATER MILL SITE,
PARRAMATTA HERITAGE CENTRE COLLECTION
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An important Aboriginal landscape has been found in recent years as the result of
the Environmental Impact Assessment process for urban developments in
Parramatta at the corner of George and Charles Streets (Meriton Apartments and
Rahi Development) – and slightly further east down George Street – beneath the
former RTA building (for Landcom). These finds are made even more remarkable
by the fact that this landscape has been built on by Europeans since almost as soon
as they arrived in the colony – that there were factories and even two-storey buildings
built here – and yet still, we have managed to find archaeological evidence of
Aboriginal use of this landscape from across this broad area.
The sand body at Parramatta was first identified at the corner of George and Charles
Streets in late 2002. Three parts of the sand body – in two development lots at the
corner of Charles and George Street and at 109–113 George Street are discussed.
The sand body is an alluvial or fluvial terrace, on the southern bank of the
Parramatta River. Prior to our investigations it was an unrecognised landscape
feature. Geotechnical investigations have established that there is a substantial depth
of sand – between 4–8m deep – with underlying bedrock of shale and interlaminated
siltstone and sandstone. The top of the terrace is about 6m above the river channel
and active floodplain.
Geomorphologists working on this project have interpreted this fluvial terrace as a
Pleistocene (pre-10,000BP) feature created during a period of former high sea levels
120–130,000 years ago. The source material of all this sand is the Hawkesbury
Sandstone formation, which has come down from further up the catchment.

SHARK’S TOOTH ORNAMENT,
180–180A GEORGE STREET SITE

Our investigations targeted the most intact parts of the sand body in each
development context. The fact that the intact deposits have survived more than 200
years of disturbance, buildings and particularly their demolition is really only
because the sands are so deep.
The investigation at 180–180A George Street was extensive and involved more
than 210sqm of hand excavation. A number of notable finds were made amongst
the almost 7,000 Aboriginal artefacts found at this site. Five complete ground-edged
hatchets (or axes) and a number of axe fragments were recovered. Hatchets were
one of the main tools used by Aboriginal people in Sydney at the time of British
contact. Many of the ground edged implements show signs of being multifunctional
items. Several axes at the site are dated to about 3,000BP – in keeping with other
excavated ground-edged tools across the region.
Several other types of rare artefacts were recovered: hammer-stones, anvils,
grindstone fragments and a cobble chopping tool. Residue analysis, which is the
analysis of the residue left on the stones by processing of plants, shows that some
of the grindstones were used for food preparation, particularly of starchy plant
material. We have not been able to identify the species which left the residue
but think that this was probably an aquatic plant such as Typha. We know that it
definitely was not the toxic cycad Macrozamia or grasses or Acacias (wattles).
Also found was a small perforated shark’s tooth. This was probably worn as a hair
ornament, as has been described in a number of early historic accounts.
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Across the sand body we found a number of intact living floors. People must have
come back repeatedly to these important places in the landscape. Many of these
living floors, such as hearths or fireplaces, were found at 180–180A and 109–113
George Street. One at 109–113 George Street was dated to at least 9,000 years ago.
The other significant trend observed in the more complete artefact sequences was a
change in raw material preference. The earlier deposits at both sites are dominated
by silicified tuff artefacts while the upper layers are dominated by tools made from
silcrete. Neither stone is naturally found in Parramatta. The oldest date from this
site is 30,735 ± 407BP. Silicified tuff flaked artefacts, found at the same level as the
radiocarbon date, are yellow, highly patinated and technologically distinct from the
types of stone tools that we find in the more recent past in Sydney.
The depth-age line (this is a tool archaeologists use to interpret their sequences)
suggests that the silicified tuff assemblage may be between 21,000 and 28,000 radiocarbon years old. More than 30 artefacts were found below 80cm depth – and these
are likely to be older than 28,000 years. This site provides tantalising evidence for a
long occupation commencing in the Pleistocene.
There is a clear difference between the silicified
tuff material – predominantly located in the
lowest levels of the site and the more recent
silcrete dominated assemblages. The silicified tuff
artefacts from the three sites totals about 1,000.
While not all of these artefacts are 30,000 years
old, we have a significant proportion of PreHolocene artefacts – i.e. around 10,000 years old.
Because of the large areas excavated, 460sqm
of hand excavation and another 250sqm of
mechanical excavation, we have good sample
sizes, substantially more than many shelter sites
which are similarly dated.
The artefacts that we have found from the earliest levels at this Parramatta site are
sparse – but this is the type of evidence which has been found from similarly dated
sites across Australia particularly throughout the arid zone and in the north-west.
The technology used was flexible and settlement appears to be focused on river
and lake resources. The archaeological evidence indicates occupation by small and
highly mobile groups of people.
In the more recent Pre-Bondaian assemblages (greater than 5,000 years ago) we
begin to observe evidence of social complexity, emerging territoriality and changing
levels of mobility. In assemblages from the last 5,000 years we observe a range of
archaeological characteristics that suggest residential mobility decreased, there is
increased territoriality, group sizes increase and spatial organisation becomes more
highly structured. We begin to find evidence of the types of tools and weapons that
were observed in Sydney only 220 years ago. The Parramatta Sand Sheet has been
an important focus for Aboriginal people since the region was first settled.
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ABORIGINAL STONE TOOL,
180–180A GEORGE STREET SITE

109–113 GEORGE STREET
CLIENT

Landcom
A R C H A E O L O G Y C O M PA N Y

Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd

The historic-period archaeological investigation at 109–113 George Street,
Parramatta found remains associated with the 78-year occupation of the site between
c1804 and 1882. The site was considerably disturbed by 20th century buildings as
well as by the demolition of early buildings in 1882 when the building materials
from the Hassall house were sold off, leaving little behind for archaeologists to
find.

E N T RY A U T H O R

Mary Casey

The structural remains recovered mostly relate to the occupation by Rev. Rowland
and Elizabeth Hassall (c1804–1834) and their family. Following Elizabeth’s death
(1834) the property was leased out. Rowland Hassall was a missionary and he and his
wife and children fled from Tahiti to New South Wales in 1798. Among the later
tenants were the Mills’ family who operated a school there in the 1840s and the
Griffiths who also operated a school in the 1850s and 1860s. The archaeological
remains included: the base of the cellar of the c1814 Hassall House; a well; remains
of an eastern building with chimney/flue and associated features; part of a central
building, possibly a dairy; a series of recut pits behind the house, including a timberlined pit; and a second group of pits, two of which had brick-lined bases.
Rev. Rowland Hassall had arrived in Tahiti on the Duff in March 1797, with his
wife Elizabeth. He was a missionary/carpenter with the London Missionary Society
but fled to Sydney in 1798 when there was a threat of an attack from King Pomare.
Rowland Hassall continued to preach, as well as acquire land and government posts.
He was government storekeeper and in charge of the granary at Parramatta until his
dismissal in September 1802 for not discovering fraud. His preaching veered towards
Methodism, but he retained a strong working relationship with Anglican priests such
as Samuel Marsden. He confined his preaching to his home in Parramatta where the
barn served as the place for services. By September 1803 he had opened a store
on his Parramatta property to supply settlers. Its closeness to the wharf was an
advantage as all goods came by river from Sydney at this time. In 1814, he was
appointed as superintendent of Government Stock. His acquisitions of land were a
boon to his large family. He and his wife Elizabeth had four sons and five daughters.

HASSALL’S HOUSE,
COURTESY OF DESCENDANT OF THE MILLS FAMILY,
ROSEMARY HOOKE

Records of daily sales from Hassall’s store, as well as the names of people who
purchased the items, were recorded in his day books.35 It was a general store which
sold food, alcohol, haberdashery, general domestic goods, saddles, and building
materials.
About 1803, Rowland Hassall began building a house in George Street. The only
building dating to this period is identified by the post holes of a timber structure,
probably a wattle and daub hut, possibly the initial house built for Reverend and
Mrs Hassall. This was probably a hut provided by government. The footprint of this
structure was quite small, 4.3 x 3.5m (14 x 11.4ft). The typical convict hut was 12
x 24ft (3.7 x 7.4m) which is almost twice as long. Therefore this structure is the
equivalent of a room of a small timber structure. No other archaeological evidence is
thought to date to this occupation.
About 1814 Rowland Hassall was appointed Superintendent of Stock, this is when
it is likely that the two-storey house was built. It is modelled on the Hunter’s
Government House but had only four bays not five and is therefore not symmetrical
which is unusual for this period. It also had an unusual roof line, mostly because of
the incorporation of an attic into the roof.
Hassall’s house in Parramatta became a base for the missionaries of the London
Missionary Society when they visited Parramatta.36 In many ways, his home became
a pivotal point in the religious network of the colony. Not only did he preach there,
he offered hospitality to the visiting clergy and missionaries. In May 1813, his son,
Thomas Hassall, opened the first Sunday school in Australia in his father’s barn.37
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The house was described as having 13 rooms, an attic and cellar with outbuildings: a
kitchen with one room behind and two above, a dairy, a schoolroom and one or two
other rooms. This suggests a group of four or possibly five structures with 22 or
23 rooms. As the house was sold for demolition most of the structure was recycled,
therefore little remained of the building other than the lower level of the cellar, a
brick well, footings of a possible dairy, and another odd structure to the east of
the house, possibly the school room with a fireplace or hearth. Other than slate/
mudstone footings of the cellar and part of the possible school room, the surviving
footings were made of sandstock brick. Among the other remains was a timber-lined
pit, possibly used as a compost pit.
Plants in the garden c1830, as known by the fossil pollen evidence, included: Oleaceae
(privet?) and a tribe of daisies (Asteraceae: Mutisieae) that is mostly restricted to South
America. Otherwise, most of the exotic species are shrubs that were widely planted
by Europeans during the late 18th and early 19th century, such as pines, alder, a
member of the pepper-tree family (Anacardiaceae), citrus, rose and possibly hibiscus.
Sandalwood may have been a gift from visiting missionaries, and a similar explanation
may apply to South American Mutisieae.
The main archaeological evidence found included artefacts associated with this
period: locally-made pottery from the Brickfields (Haymarket, Sydney) and possibly
sold in Hassall’s shop but probably dating to the 1820s, after his death. Among the
local pottery was a jug associated with a washbasin set and chamber pots; and ‘pans’
which are utilitarian vessels which can be used for many domestic functions, but
especially in relation to dairying where the milk is placed in the pan to separate the
cream from the milk. These may have been used in the Hassall’s dairy.
The use of this property as a school continued when the house and grounds
were leased in the 1840s to the Mills’ school, also called Mr Mills’ Classical and
Commercial Academy, and the Griffiths Family’s Girls’ School, 1859–65.38
Many of the artefacts date from the occupation of the house between the 1850s
and 1880s. These include chamber pots, blue and brown transfer printed plates,
bone toothbrushes and hair brushes, and a bone pessary ring used for female
contraception. It would have been covered with a leather sheath.

29

‘ITALIAN SCENERY’ BLUE AND WHITE TRANSFER
PRINTED WASH BASIN, ‘LADY PEEL’ CHAMBER
POT, TWO POMATUM LIDS AND BLUE HANDPAINTED AND GILDED CHINESE PORCELAIN LID,
109–113 GEORGE STREET SITE

180–180A GEORGE STREET
CLIENT

Meriton Apartments
A R C H A E O L O G Y C O M PA N Y

Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd
E N T RY A U T H O R

Mary Casey

This site was excavated over 10 or so weeks in late 2002. The Aboriginal archaeology
is discussed by Jo McDonald. The study area contained seven historic properties
including three along George Street. The early known leaseholders on these
properties include: Rev. Walter Lawry (Lot 70), Joseph Grose and William Byrnes (Lot
72), Richard Hunt (Lot 69), John Ellison (Lot 18), Rev. Walter Lawry (Lot 13), and
Hugh Owens (Lot 14). There were six early structures on the site with the focus of the
occupation on the three convict huts on George Street.
By the 1850s most of these properties were owned by William Byrnes (1809–91), born
at Parramatta, son of a soldier and member of the Legislative Council from 1858 to
1891. He was a Methodist and with his wife Ann Oaks had 14 children, nine of whom
survived infancy. William and his brother James were successful entrepreneurs
who operated a flour and textile mill at Queens Wharf and the largest store in
Parramatta. Their success is represented by the large house and outbuildings built
by William Byrnes on Lots 72 and 70, with Lots 13 and 14 becoming the Byrnes’
garden. Lot 69 appears to have been leased separately. William Byrnes died in
October 1891 having transferred ownership of his property to his spinster daughters
Emmeline Frances Byrnes and Marion Boyce Byrnes. William and his brother James
reputedly grew up in a smaller house behind the main house that William built,
presumably the convict hut. A James Byrnes was also a Sunday School teacher at
Rev. Hassall’s Sunday School across the road. Rev. Walter Lawry married one of
Rev. Hassall’s daughters.
Remains of three convict huts were found along the George Street frontage. The
hut on Lot 70 was larger than the typical convict hut, 13 x 46ft (4 x 14m) which
included a skillion addition. The huts on Lots 69 and 70 had similar storage pits.
Because it was a sandy area these pits were excavated into sand and lined with
yellow clay to prevent ground-burrowing insects and vermin getting into the stored
food. The presence of the same sort of pit on two properties is unusual. Food remains
of fish bone and fish scales were found in one of storage pits. Other storage pits
included a barrel pit made by sinking a barrel into the ground and a stone-lined
pit. Typically there are few artefacts which can be definitely associated with early
convicts as they owned few things and had little clothing or shoes.
William Byrnes built a large stone house with an attached warehouse with cellar for
storage in the 1830s. This warehouse with its large cellar provides an example of
a working from home environment which was common in the early 19th century. The
Byrnes family children had a pet pony which was buried in the back garden near a
pond. Other pets were also found. The grounds were used for recreational spaces and
not intensively used as they were later on for agricultural purposes.

THE EXCAVATED BYRNES’ HOUSE
WITH ITS LARGE CELLAR,
180–180A GEORGE STREET SITE

30

The Byrnes’ house was described in 1921 as a two-storey brick house, slate roof, with
14 rooms, plus detached stables, coach house, kitchen, laundry, man’s room, storeroom, fuel shed and pump house. There were remains of most of these structures as
well as two water reservoirs, one which had an arched roof. Byrnes’ house represents
his success as a business man and was a much more substantial structure than many
other houses at this time.
Byrnes’ two spinster daughters inherited the house and grounds. Artefacts thought
to be associated with Emmeline and Marion Byrnes are heavy white plates with
gilding and two pits full of rusted enamel kitchen ware, items representing the daily
life of these two women and their staff over a period of more than 50 years. No one
placed any value on these utilitarian objects and they were thrown away, probably
after the death of Marion in 1929.
The land on Lot 69 was leased out to a succession of Chinese market gardeners who
grew crops at the rear of the property, near the river and sold vegetables from a small
house on the George Street frontage.

WILLIAM BYRNES’ HOUSE, c1880s,
SHYLIE BROWN COLLECTION

The residents included Ah Chee (Ah Chew) (1916–20), Chin How Charlie (1930–31)
and Lin Kee (1932–33). Chinese labourers had settled in Parramatta on their return
from the goldfields in the later 19th century. By 1875, the northern end of Charles
Street, a section of George Street and a small region near the Gasworks Bridge was
officially recognised as Chinatown.
After World War I, Chinatown began to diminish in Parramatta. A backfilled well on
Lot 69 contained many artefacts associated with the market gardeners: rice bowls,
spoons, tea cups, storage vessels for pickled foods imported from Southeast Asia and
for Chinese beer, ceramic eggs to encourage hens to lay, a rake and many other
objects. This is the most substantial collection of artefacts so far excavated in
Parramatta associated with Chinese people.
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CORNER OF GEORGE AND SMITH STREETS
CLIENT

Prospect Electricity
(now Integral Energy)
A R C H A E O L O G Y C O M PA N Y

Edward Higginbotham
& Associates
E N T RY A U T H O R

Natalie McKendrey

This site dates from the establishment of the town of Parramatta in 1790. A convict
hut originally stood on the street frontage. The site later formed part of Lots 21, 22,
and 2A of Section 17, at the corner of Smith and George Streets. In 1813 a liquor
licence was obtained by Andrew Nash for the Hawkesbury Settler for this site.
William Watkins purchased the hotel from Nash in 1822 and obtained a liquor
licence. The first recorded leases or grants for these allotments were issued in June
1823 to William Watkins and Thomas Clowers. Lots 21 and 22 with the hotel came
into the possession of Nathaniel Payten in the 1820s. Payten changed the name of
the Hotel to Babes in the Wood. The remaining small Section 2A passed into his possession around 1840. By the late 1840s all of Section 17 was held by Nathaniel Payten
and later retained by his widow until her death. The property was then
subdivided between 1878 and 1882 during which time the hotel was demolished and
replaced by a two-storey Victorian house. By the 1960s this house was demolished and
the site amalgamated in the ownership of Prospect Electricity (now Integral Energy).
This site is significant because it was occupied from the earliest days of the colony
and provided accommodation for some of the earliest convicts transported and later
it contained one of the earliest hotels in Parramatta. Nathaniel Payten, the main
owner-occupier of the site during the 1800s, became a prominent and influential
stonemason, builder and entrepreneur in Parramatta.
The archaeological excavation of this site demonstrated that the original alignment
of George Street had not changed since the 1790s. This was the second convict hut
to be the subject of archaeological excavation in Parramatta. This convict hut
demonstrated slight variation to the officially recorded measurements for the huts.
Importantly, additions to the original hut were recorded along with evidence of
repairs. This evidence combined with the artefact assemblage provided information
on the living conditions of the convicts and the early settlement. The excavation
also demonstrated a greater density of people living on the allotments from 1810,
whereas the historical records suggest low density occupation.
The archaeological and historical research identified four main periods of
occupation on the site: 1790s Convict Accommodation; 1820s–60s Hotel; 1870s–1900
Victorian Subdivision; and 20th century. Due to time limitations the archaeological
excavations focused on the two earliest periods.
The earliest built structure was the 1790s convict hut which measured 6.7 x 4.8m
(22 x 13ft) a variation from historical records. The archaeological evidence indicates
construction of poor quality with the timbers being cut to length but unworked.
The walls were constructed using locally available material of wattle and daub. No
fireplace was located within the hut but bricks near the hut indicated the existence
of a fireplace and chimney. Alterations were made to the hut, an internal partition
wall was built and a second structure added to the rear. Historical records indicate
repairs to the convict huts but early maps do not show building additions. To the rear
of the hut a number of barrel pits containing barrel hoops were identified along
with a possible cellar. These are interpreted as being cool storage for the early hotel.
It was not possible in the archaeological record of Period 1 to separate the convict
occupation of the hut from that of later free people. For example, the rebuild could
be associated with convicts or later free people, although it is consistent with
historical documents which refer to the later hotel phase.

SITE ARTEFACTS,
BABES IN THE WOOD SITE

The first publican at the Hawkesbury Settler was Andrew Nash, a convict
transported to Australia in 1801. Nash sold the hotel in 1822 to William Watkins, a
stonemason, marking the end of Period 1 in the history of the site. Due to land
improvements Watkins was able to obtain title to allotment 21 but later, in 1826, he
ran into financial difficulties and sold the hotel to Nathaniel Payten. Thomas Clowers
leased and occupied allotment 22 until his death in 1830, it was then purchased by
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Nathaniel Payten. Payten did not have clear ownership of the hotel, now renamed
Babes in the Wood, until 1831 when Solomon Levy sold his interest to Payten.
Early maps, c1823, indicate two buildings located on the corner of Smith and George
Streets. However the excavations revealed the location of an early timber stables. The
archaeological evidence supports the historical accounts of the 1825 fire, which
burnt the stables and part of the hotel. Excavated sandstone footings indicate
the construction of new stables by 1830. To the rear of the site a bottle dump was
located which contained most of the glass found – this glass indicates that there was
a cordial factory on the site for a short time. Beneath this was a brick pit, possibly a
water closet for the early 1820s hotel which was not identified on maps.
The artefact assemblages of this period indicate a hotel operating in a market
economy with access to a range of quality ceramics, especially tableware and
stemmed glassware. Artefacts such as perfume bottles, haberdashery, and marbles,
point to the presence of women and children. The socio-economic status of this site
is fairly high reflecting the gradual development of Parramatta from harsh times to
an organised market economy with free settlers and developing industries.

41–47 GEORGE STREET

Prior to redevelopment this site located at 41–47 George Street, in central
Parramatta was subjected to archaeological testing (January 1996) and based on the
testing results a comprehensive archaeological excavation (June–July 1996) was
undertaken.
Of two 1790 huts present on the study site, the location of one was retained in situ
within the redevelopment. This site was formed over two of the original allotments
laid out in 1790 on the original town grid of Parramatta. The area of detailed
investigation on the site included the location of one of these huts. Physical evidence
and research point to this hut being one of a small group built in 1790–91 and
weatherboarded in formal government repairs before 1801. The land was utilised for
the original hut and its replacements up to the 1820s.
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John Montgomery was the initial lessee in 1823 and he may have operated the St
Patrick’s Inn on the site. Montgomery’s wife left the land to the Catholic Church
on her death. The Church sold the land in 1848 in three lots. Lot 1 contained
the study site investigated in 1996. A smithy, kitchen & stable were identified in the
excavation program.
A baker, Frederick Beale, purchased the site, Section 16, Lot 14, Lot 1. Beale in turn
sold the lot to Peter Miller in 1854, and some of the artefacts from Miller’s and
Brown’s cordial factories on the study site are included in the exhibition.
In 1876 Miller transferred the allotment to Mr HC Woolcott, a chemist. Woolcott and
subsequent chemists added substantially to the archaeological record on the site, by
the deposition of thousands of items of pharmaceutical paraphernalia. These are not
part of the exhibition. The buildings utilised by Woolcott were essentially those
surviving on the site in 1996 when works began.39
The ginger beer and aerated water bottle sample displayed is a part of an industrial
waste deposition totalling thousands of artefacts. Aerated and brewed drinks burst
many containers in the manufacturing process, while others were smashed driving
home the corks. All of this waste was located around the cordial factory building, and
had been recycled as levelling fill for a later slab.
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Evidence for original clearance and agriculture was represented by the remains of a
burn out root of a large tree, Lot 98. These are occasionally found on sites, such as 15
Macquarie Street and 79 Barrack Lane. The early trees were difficult to cut down.
The remaining stumps and roots were also problematic and were burnt out.
Remains of convict huts were found beneath the Blood Bank and on Marsden Street.
Other remains of a hut should survive near Brislington on George Street. Dimensions
of the huts are known from the historical records to be 12 x 24ft. The excavation on
Marsden Street conformed to this measurement. The hut on the Blood Bank site was
similar in size and showed evidence of being rebuilt.
The Second Convict Hospital built in Parramatta was completed prior to Governor
Phillip leaving in December 1792. Most of the remains of this hospital, rather poor
in some places, survive within the heritage courtyard of the Parramatta Justice
Precinct. The western end of the hospital was excavated. The early hospital
building had brick walls made from large, early Parramatta bricks and was roofed
with locally-made clay roof tiles. Initially roof tiles were poorly fired. They were
eventually better made and appear to have been used longer in Parramatta than in
Sydney due to improved local techniques.
Governor Hunter allowed the early huts to fall into disrepair. Governor King said
he would repair them so that they could once again be reused to accommodate
convicts. With the Blood Bank site (Lot 99) they placed large flat stones in the base
of the post holes and this meant that the posts were likely to last longer as they were
not sitting on the ground and water could drain away quickly.
Timothy Hollister, known early leaseholder, was residing in a former convict hut by
c1804 (Lot 98). Hollister operated a pub from the hut on the Brislington site and we
know that many of the residents threw away the stems of their clay pipes as they were
worn. We have also found remains of a rare type of reed pipe from the backyard of
this hut which was probably made by Thomas Ball, a potter in the Haymarket. These
pipes were also found at 180–180A George Street, and the Family Court Site opposite
the Parramatta Justice Precinct, and in Sydney at the Rocks and the Haymarket.
Other artefacts found in association with the hut on Lot 98 were a counterfeit coin
and a dump, part of Governor Macquarie’s early coinage made from Spanish coins.
The convict hut on Marsden Street contained evidence of bone-button manufacturing.
A double burial of two infants was found in association with the Second Convict
Hospital (c1800–10). These two infants (33–40 weeks and 25–39 weeks) were not
related and DNA indicates they were of European ancestry, possibly children of
convict women. These two tiny fragile skeletons are the oldest known skeletons
associated with British settlement in Australia. They were buried in a shallow grave
in the ‘backyard’ of the hospital but were laid in their grave with their heads in the
west and looking to the rising sun. They were buried with care. In contrast, the tiny
bodies of four later infants associated with the Second and Third Hospitals, were
simply thrown into rubbish pits.

WELLINGTON JUG, c1825,
CORNER OF GEORGE AND MARSDEN STREETS,
PARRAMATTA JUSTICE PRECINCT SITE

Associated with the Second Convict Hospital was a storage cellar with early locallymade pottery, including bowls and plates. There were also bones from an infant
thrown in when it was backfilled c1820.
The Second Convict Hospital was demolished and a new Third Convict Hospital at
Parramatta was built between 1817 and 1819 to a design by John Watts, aide-de-comp
(assistant) to Governor Macquarie. All building material was provided through the
lumber yard which was managed by Richard Rouse. Evidence of the hospital includes:
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footings of the building, double arrow bricks, lumber yard returns illustrating how it
was built, design of the building to separate the male and female convicts.
The building and grounds were arranged around a determined effort to separate
male and female convicts. The female convicts were confined to the western part of
the hospital with a separate entrance and staircase upstairs while the male convicts
used the central staircase to go upstairs. There were two wards on each floor. The rear
courtyard of the hospital had a fence down the middle to keep the men and women
separate and both had separate dead areas with a laundry on one side and a kitchen
on the other as well as privies on both sides of the fence. There were two main water
supplies, a well to the east and a cistern to the west. The water was freely available for
both the laundry and the kitchen.
The lives of emancipated convicts are evident in their artefacts, and the houses they
built. They could earn a good income, if not always legally. John Hodges, a convict
who arrived in 1807 on the Duke of Portland with a life sentence, escaped on a whaler
in 1808 and almost reached Timor but was sent back to finish his sentence. He
appears to have worked as a gardener at Government House until he obtained his
ticket of leave. He built Brislington, to replace the older convict hut on his Parramatta
property. He reported that he was building a brick house in 1821 and once it was
completed he hoped to get a license to sell alcohol.
Artefacts found possibly associated with John Hodge’s Brislington were from a
rubbish pit. These included the sherds from the Wellington Jug with portrait
medallions on three faces of the jug: Britannia is in the centre with the two Wellesley
brothers on either side, the Marquis of Wellesley, Governor-General of India and his
younger brother, the Duke of Wellington. The original date of the striking of the
Marquis of Wellesley medal appears to be c1820. The jug is possibly made by convict
potter John Moreton at or after c1820. The jug speaks much to the early history of
Parramatta where emancipated convicts were able to turn their lives around, become
successful, obtain the attributes of respectability and challenge the status quo. They
could buy or win the symbols of a respectable life and perhaps represent themselves
as something they were not.

THE FORMER THIRD CONVICT HOSPITAL
FROM THE RIVER BANK, 1880s,
SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIAN GENEALOGISTS,
SAG 5/5686
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This site at the western end of George Street was part of the town plan laid out in
July 1790 and probably had one of the first convict huts built by November 1790.
The huts were intended to provide temporary accommodation for newly arrived
convicts with land for gardening at the front of the hut. Occupation of the huts
discontinued under Governor Hunter (1797–1800) as they were in poor repair but
Governor King (1800–05) had them repaired. The two huts on this site were leased
by c1809 to two emancipated convicts. James Blakefield, a baker, was given a
lease on Lot 103 in June 1809 and Antoine L’André (Anthony Landrin), French
prisoner-of-war and cooper, obtained a lease in December 1809. Both Blakefield and
L’André may have been living on these properties earlier than 1809 but details are
unknown. The early brewery established by Governor King was nearby on George
Street, now within Parramatta Park. L’André worked as a government cooper there
for some years. He also traded wooden buckets he made for goods from Rev.
Rowland Hassall’s shop at the other end of George Street. On 1 October 1803
Anthony Landrin exchanged two buckets for tea, these would have been wooden
stave buckets. The next entry in the Hassall day book is his possible neighbour by
this time, James Blakefield, who bought one pound of tea for four shillings.
It is likely that L’André was responsible for the planting of fruit trees in the garden
on Lot 102. Although these trees are not mentioned until 1824 they are possibly
shown in the c1805 Evans painting.
L’André died in 1811 and by January 1814 Samuel Larkin (Larken) had acquired a
lease on Lot 102 from Patrick Chester for £30. It was one of 20 or so leases to which
he tried to obtain title in Parramatta. Samuel Larkin was indicted for feloniously
stealing, on 30 January 1800 in London: a metal watch, value 20s; a stone ring, set in gold,
value 2s; a gauze cloak, value 10s. 6d; a pair of stone shoe buckles, for in silver, value 8s; a muslin
petticoat, value 4s; a dimity petticoat, value 4s; two silver tablespoons, value 21s; and a pair of
silver tea-tongs, value 10s, the property of Jane Hinton, in her dwelling-house.40 He arrived
in New South Wales in 1801 and was given a conditional pardon in 1803. He was
a government clerk under Governors King, Bligh and Macquarie and became storekeeper at Parramatta in 1813. Larkin died in his house on George Street aged 65 on
11 September 1835. Cordelia Larkin died, aged 39, in 1840.41

STORAGE CELLAR,
2 GEORGE STREET,
PARRAMATTA CHILDREN’S COURT SITE

By c1840 the Emu brewery was established within Lot 102 and was operated
by Patrick Hayes.42 However, his affairs faltered and he was made bankrupt in
1850, when he was described as a draper.43 He also leased a house on Lot 103. The
brewery was not very successful and a wool washery operated there from about 1851
and spread the seeds of the Bathurst Burr along the river through its waste.44
The footprint of the two convict huts on this site has been conserved in situ within
the new court building. This includes the house Samuel Larkin lived in from c1814
to his death in 1835. Samuel Larkin is the great great great great grandfather of
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd.
The archaeological remains found within this site were mostly on Lot 102 and
are thought to be associated with Samuel Larkin and his daughter, and the Emu
brewery. These include the post holes of an 1830s timber house, a c1880s house and
an early storage pit backfilled with artefacts c1840. There were also the artefacts
backfilled into the well of Lot 103.
By 1824 the improvements on Lot 102 consisted of: a valuable House and Premises, situated in George-street, Parramatta, near to the Government Domain; the Garden contains 120
Rods or thereabouts, well stocked fruit trees; and the House is weatherboarded and shingled.45
After the death of Samuel Larkin’s daughter Lot 102 was leased for the Emu
Brewery, c1840.
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The artefacts found in the storage cellar were most likely thrown out after the death
of Samuel Larkin and/or his daughter when the house was sold, c1840. Among these
objects was a locally-made lead glazed earthenware chamber pot, some unusual
hand-painted Chinese porcelain as well as typical tableware of this period:
creamware, and blue and white Chinese export porcelain. It is difficult to identify
with any certainty the role played by these Chinese ceramics in the Larkin
household. At this period Chinese ceramics in Britain would not have been easily
available to all levels of society. The presence of these less common types of Chinese
porcelain, not the blue and white export ware found on many sites of this period,
suggests a deliberate choice for something different to express personal preference.
Also found were three examples of local pottery attempting to imitate imports from
China and Britain.
The storage cellar also contained important pollen evidence of vegetable crops
actually grown in Parramatta, and possibly on this property or nearby: cereals
(possibly wheat), garden pea, and members of the cabbage/turnip and umbellifer
families (celery, dill, parsley, carrots, parsnips), and fruit prunus trees (includes
plums, peaches, apricots, and apple). There was evidence that at least three trees had
been pulled out when the Emu Brewery was built.

CHINESE CERAMICS PROBABLY ASSOCIATED
WITH SAMUEL LARKIN,
2 GEORGE STREET,
PARRAMATTA CHILDREN’S COURT SITE
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POTTERY SHERD OF MILK PAN,
THE DAIRY PRECINCT, PARRAMATTA PARK SITE

DAIRY EXCAVATION,
THE DAIRY PRECINCT, PARRAMATTA PARK SITE

The Dairy Precinct is located deep within Parramatta Park and is recognised as a
site of National heritage significance because it contains a rare complex of intact
structures, archaeological deposits and landscape elements which date from the
earliest years of British settlement in the colony of New South Wales.46 Excavated by
archaeologists Anne Bickford, Wendy Thorp and Robert Varman, the Dairy Precinct
is unique, as it contains one of the earliest known vernacular farm cottages as well
as the earliest dairy complex known to survive in Australia. In addition, the Dairy
Precinct demonstrates the evolution and continuous use of a place over hundreds of
years. It is this evolution of the site – which has always been useful enough to adapt
and keep in good repair, but never important enough to modernise or replace – which
has ensured it has survived.47
This place has survived substantially unaltered over years of intensifying land use.
From a site which was originally part of the territory of the Burramatta clan of the
Darug people, the Dairy Precinct evolved: with the initial settlement of Rose Hill it was
cleared as part of the Government Cattle Enclosures; it passed into private ownership
with the granting of the land to emancipist George Salter in 1796 (the full extent of this
original 30 acre land grant survives almost intact within the boundaries of Parramatta
Park); it was purchased from Salter by Governor Macquarie in 1813 and converted into
a working government dairy, with an elaborate ‘sunk’ milk room constructed c1823. It
was subsequently utilised as accommodation and a works depot for park rangers upon
the establishment of Parramatta Park in 1858, and continued as a living and working
site until 1985.48 As the surrounding city has grown up outside the Park, this special
place has changed gradually, retaining historical and spatial links with other important
colonial places in Parramatta as well as intact structures and archaeological deposits
which provide a sequence of information layers from all periods of its history.
The historical sequence above was revealed through the process of writing a
Conservation Management Plan (CMP). It is the result of much work by a multidisciplinary team of architects, historians and archaeologists who collaborated to piece
together documentary and physical evidence. This research revealed a much more
detailed and complex history for the site than was known previously. Subsequent to the
CMP further work has been done by historian Sue Rosen, who presents evidence for
an additional role for the building as an oast house, part of Australia’s first brewery
established by Governor King c1803–04.49 Much research remains to be done on this
intriguing site before its story is fully understood.
Archaeology played a pivotal role in uncovering the remarkably complex story of this
unique site. While the building was widely known in the community as ‘the Governor’s
Dairy’, this was a largely undocumented attribution, which appeared to be based on
an oral tradition, first written down by Margaret Swan in 1921.50 It was supported by
an 1822/23 description of works by Government Architect Standish Harris, who
records the construction of a Parramatta Government Domain Dairy, and describes the
works undertaken as including a dairy measuring 19 x 14 feet, sunk underground to a depth
of about 5 feet, fixtures, steps, a circular sewer and cesspool.51 While initial excavations in the
Dairy Cottage failed to find a ‘sunk’ milk room, investigations did reveal the physical
evidence of very early building techniques, including slop moulded bricks and a
characteristic early mortar,52 which confirmed that the Dairy Cottage was of very early
origin. Further research, including an oral history interview with the daughter of
a Park Ranger who lived on the site, revealed the potential for an alternative site
adjacent to the Dairy Cottage. In May 1993 the timber floor of the Rangers Cottage
was removed and excavation revealed a room exhibiting many of the characteristics
listed in the 1822/23 document,53 as well as a few artefacts supporting a dairying
function, including the sherds of what is thought to be a terracotta settling pan
(one included in this exhibition). It was through archaeology that the documentary
evidence was thought to be confirmed, and the site of the Governor’s Dairy was
reasonably linked to that of the ‘old farmhouse’ on Salters 1796 land grant.54
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The archaeological resource at the Dairy Precinct has been identified as largely
undisturbed and as a result has the highest archaeological/research significance.55 The
site contains a unique physical resource documenting the period of British settlement
and has the potential to illustrate a wide variety of cultural activities that closely relates
to the wider story of Parramatta, one of the earliest settlements in Australia. However,
as archaeologist Robert Varman noted in 1994, a number of misconceptions have been
perpetuated due to the inadequate nature of the available source material,56 and this is a criticism
which is still valid, despite the intensive research which has been undertaken. While
this detailed and extensive research has unquestionably enhanced our knowledge of the
site, it has by no means provided definitive answers to all the questions raised by this
place. For example, despite the 1993 certainty of the identification of the Harris sunken
milk room, interpretations of both the Harris document and the physical evidence
of the sunken room are still being debated. A most important outcome of the
CMP process has been the ongoing commitment of resources and expertise to the
conservation of this site, which will ensure that the research, and the debates, can continue.
So important has archaeology been to the understanding of this site, that it has been
used as a metaphor to facilitate the interpretation of the site. The Dairy Precinct
retains elements and structures as a sequence of layers from all periods of its history,
and the theme In search of the Governor’s Dairy has been used to ensure visitors engage
with the questions of how it is that we construct history, and become participants in
discussing how the story of the site has unfolded, and will continue to unfold, as
research into this site continues.

Central business district – South
150 MARSDEN STREET

The archaeology, of 150 Marsden Street Parramatta, revealed a past that accords with
historical documents on a broad scale but also provides details about the site that
were too specific and ancillary to be recorded. For instance, we know that sites need
preparation prior to building, but in the case of Marsden Street, what did that
preparation entail? The environmental conditions particular to the site played a large
part in the low level of archaeological preservation simply because each new building
endeavour required almost total demolition of existing structures. Little survived by
way of artefacts and earlier buildings because they were deliberately removed.
Archaeological features built into the ground survived, such as drains laid to direct
water away from dwellings and a well dug to collect ground water. With every new
phase, the level of the land was raised a little more. Almost two centuries of re-working
the site and rebuilding raised the original ground level by almost 2m in some places.
In comparison to other sites, 150 Marsden Street initially appears to have little
information that tells the story of Parramatta. Closer analysis of this information
however, has revealed an important story, where the various residents in their
intention to continue to occupy the site persevered against unfavourable conditions.
The site was originally located on the edge of and within a small gully. A creek ran north
-south and the lie of the land suggested another creek would have run parallel just
outside the western boundary. It was steep on one side and boggy where water pooled.
Trees were removed and exotics were introduced. Soil loss would have been exacerbated
by the lack of native vegetation and the integrity of the ground surface was compromised.
Pollen analysis supports the interpretation of a landscape that was occasionally waterlogged and suggests that the ground was covered with native grasses. It is likely that
the site was not heavily wooded on the slope of the gully but some trees appear to have
been located on the western end prior to their clearance for early agricultural activities.
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THE ‘GHOST’ OF A TREE STUMP THAT SURVIVED
IN THE GROUND,
150 MARSDEN STREET SITE

A pollen sample provided some confirmation of what can be deduced from both the
archival and archaeological evidence for this period of site development. The site was
clear-felled but still grass-covered; it was unoccupied at first, but some improvements
had been made in the form of the brick channels and a new waterhole. The changes
appear to have either been minimally successful or had encouraged the growth of
plants that enjoyed damp conditions. As revealed by the archaeological excavation
however, initial site preparation did not resolve the water run-off issues expected for
a low lying site such as this.
Archaeological excavation was conducted on the site to determine if and how the site
was used by Aboriginal people before it was confiscated by the colonial government.
The excavation did not uncover any material evidence of Aboriginal use but given
what the historical excavation revealed, this is not a surprise as people would have
chosen a drier, more comfortable site on which to build a camp.
From the 1790s convict huts had been built along the frontages of both George and
Macquarie Streets. The site was located within two separate back yards which raises
the possibility that the occupants of convict huts undertook the water management
measures, although evidence to support this was not found.

STONE-LINED BOX DRAIN,
150 MARSDEN STREET SITE

Evidence for several substantial trees on the site was found and at least one of those trees
was a turpentine (Syncarpia). In common with almost all sites excavated in Parramatta
and a large proportion of the colony, the land was cleared by ‘stumping’ a technique that
involved removing a tree by cutting it down close to the base and then burning the
stump. Stumping often left the burnt remnant ‘ghosts’ of the stump. Charcoal ghost
stumps were excavated on the site and large quantities of ash and charcoal had filtered
down into the sub-soil layers. The impression left by the archaeological evidence is that
first, the few trees on the site were felled and burnt and then a fire was left to burn out
the grass and any shrubs remaining on the site. The study area was probably clearfelled within the first period of settlement and certainly by the early 1790s as part of
the initial preparation program. Removal of the vegetation would have exacerbated
the bogginess of the site, made clear in later attempts to control water run-off.
Evidence that measures were taken here to correct damp and drainage problems was
also noted on several other sites of poor quality land excavated throughout Parramatta.
The earliest drains, constructed on the site date to before 1811 and were shallow channels
dug along the slope contour. In the case of 150 Marsden Street these channels were
relatively small. Two north-south channels and two east-west channels were found in the
eastern half of the site. The western part of the site was also dissected by two north-south
channels, both of which emptied into a large excavated waterhole. About 1811, a stonelined box drain was built across the site and was used until the 1860s. The box drain
was one of the many improvements initiated by Governor Macquarie’s plan for the
town and this is when the subject lot started to take its current shape. The box drain,
almost completely intact when excavated in 2006, took water from Marsden Street
and channelled it to a creek beyond the western boundary of the site.
The site changed ownership a number of times and in almost every instance, the new
owners tried to make improvements. The existing house would be demolished and a new
one built in its place. Clay would be laid down to create a new platform on which to build,
gradually raising the level of the ground and covering previous drains. By 1905 a large
garden, surrounded by a rubble, or French, drain occupied the site. Evidence of timberlined drains dating to the period between 1822 and 1835 were also unearthed. The main
role of the drains was to move water away from the house fronting Marsden Street, to the
rear of the property and into what appears to have been a dug-out water hole. The
different types of drains, constructed by various owners of the property attest to the water
management issues residents on the property faced. Artefacts that were found on the site
have been represented on other sites and in that way do not reveal anything particularly
remarkable about 150 Marsden Street. It is the reasons behind the lack of artefacts that
reveals a story of perseverance and determination to modify and subdue the land.
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The Westfield Shopping Complex is bound on the north by Argyle Street, on the east
by Church Street, south by Campbell Street, and west by a row of shops along
O’Connell Street. The dig site for the carpark extension is Section 6. Lot numbers
14 to 20 on the north side of Aird Street between Marsden and O’Connell Streets were
subject to excavation.
A number of streets in Parramatta, Aird Street being one of them, were planned
and laid out in c1810 and the land divided for occupation. The 1823 map is the first
evidence for dwellings on this site.
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E N T RY A U T H O R
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Test pits were opened to try to record, as much as possible, the early life in the area
before it was bulk excavated for the building of the shopping complex. Footings and
wall remnants were found telling us of the types of houses/buildings that had once
stood there. Post holes, sandstone walls and brick structure remnants are all that
remained to tell us the story of domestic life and industry. Some of the bricks, with
their various frog markings, would have been made in the local brickworks. Indications
of weatherboard houses were also found showing the different levels of building practices.
Lot 14 had many tenants/owners before Westfield and was leased by James Smith on 30
June 1823. The house mentioned on the 1823 map may have been built for or by him.
Lot 15 was granted to Joseph Curtis, one of the owners of Lot 14. Semi-detached
cottages were built on this allotment sometime in the late 1800s.
Lot 16 also had many tenants/owners starting with James Howarth in 1823, a former
convict who received his freedom in 1822 and was a carrier in Parramatta at one
period of his life. This allotment passed through many hands before Westfield
acquired it.
Lot 18 was leased to another former convict, Martin Sweeney in 1823 who erected a
house. Martin Sweeney became a constable in Parramatta, from 1810 to 1828, and
lived on his allotment. Having no heirs, he sold it to another former convict, Thomas
Parkes, in 1832, the sale providing for his old age. Thomas Parkes gained his freedom
in 1816. He became a stonemason in 1844. Joseph Kenyon was a farmer from Prospect
and leased allotment 19 in 1823. It was then sold to Thomas Parkes (Lot 18) a stonemason in 1831. Thomas Parkes erected three brick houses on his two allotments.
Lot 20 leased to William Smith in 1823, and was granted to his granddaughter,
Ann Bryn Smith, in 1843. A wooden house was indicated on the 1823 map and this
allotment changed little until William Hay a blacksmith from Prospect, built a timber
and brick house in 1882. Then two buildings were constructed in 1895 on the Aird
Street frontage.
Adjacent to this site were Turner’s Tannery, on the corner of Marsden and Argyle
Streets and Turner’s Saddlery on the corner of Argyle and Church Streets. The owner
of the Red Cow inn lived on Church Street between Argyle and Aird Streets and the
Railway Tavern was located on the north side of Aird Street in Church Street.
William Muston and Richard Harper both owned and operated their brickworks on
the north side of Campbell Street, at the Marsden Street end. William Muston worked
for Richard Harper prior to starting his own brickworks next door. Both the brickworks and the tannery had their own particular smells and fumes that made the area
not the most pleasant place to live.
Many of the artefacts found fill in the missing pieces in the life of early Parramatta.
There are buttons, buckles, pins and thimbles. Fabric and leather remnants were also
found and coins of different denominations.
ARTEFACTS,
AIRD STREET,
WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWN EXCAVATION SITE
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The types of food eaten could be recorded from the animal and bird bones, shellfish
and seeds found on the site. Many of the bones show butchery marks indicating the
quality of meat eaten by the early inhabitants. The glassware and bottles show both
the alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages consumed; the water supply was not the
purest at the time so alcohol was a staple part of the diet.
The artefacts found on this site now form part of the Parramatta Collection and will
help tell the story of these people and their lives in the early years of Parramatta.
The results of this archaeological dig show five different phases of development of the
site during the 19th century, these being 1823, 1836, 1844, 1858 and 1895, from huts
with their bark walls and roof, to sandstone and brick structures, both domestic and
industrial.

1 SMITH STREET
CLIENT

Sydney Water
A R C H A E O L O G Y C O M PA N Y
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The historic-period archaeological program at 1 Smith Street identified remains
associated with the former houses at 1, 3 and 5 Smith Street. Due to disturbance
by 20th century buildings, limited archaeology survived. The focus of the work
concentrated on recording three brick beehive water cisterns found at the rear of the
houses at 1, 3, and 5 Smith Street. Water cisterns store rainwater collected from the
roofs of the houses and were used when there was no town water supply.

E N T RY A U T H O R

Mary Casey

The cistern at 5 Smith Street was backfilled with a large deposit of domestic refuse.
These artefacts were ‘domestic’ in nature as well as representing items typically found
in the laundry and/or shed. The domestic artefacts included teapots, cups and
saucers, plates, drinking glasses and alcohol bottles, locally-manufactured bottles and
jars, such as Summons & Graham ginger beer bottles, as well as imported items such
as Chinese ginger jars and Japanese cups and saucers. Many of the glass bottles and
jars were reused as storage vessels to contain various substances, such as paint,
kerosene, and so on. In addition to those already reused items there were empty glass
containers being stored, including pharmaceutical bottles and ink and glue bottles.
This household rubbish was probably thrown into the cistern as late as the early
1930s, during the Depression. Due to the high turnover of residents at 5 Smith Street
these artefacts could not be definitely associated with any identifiable person or family.
Archaeological deposits dating from the early 20th century are rarely found on urban
archaeological sites, especially those in the Sydney CBD, due to Council rubbish
collection which allows people to dispose of goods outside their own properties.
Therefore substantial 20th-century deposits are highly interesting.

MIDDLE CISTERN WITH THE NORTHERN CISTERN
IN THE BACKGROUND,
1 SMITH STREET SITE

The Smith Street site was part of early leases: Lot 22 granted to Dr William D’Arcy
Wentworth, an early assistant surgeon at Parramatta Hospital who was also resident
surgeon at the ‘Rum’ hospital, and Lot 21 to Lieutenant John Piper, New South Wales
Corps. D’Arcy Wentworth eventually acquired Lieutenant Piper’s grant.
On 18 October 1799, Wentworth was given a 14-year lease six acres 20 rods on the east
side of the main road leading to Sydney in the town of Parramatta, Lot 22. The Quit
Rent was to be 5/- per annum. On 24 October 1799, Lieutenant John Piper, of the
New South Wales Corps, was given a 14-year lease, of three acres 135 rods to the east
of the site, situate between the lots leased to William Balmain and Mr D’Arcy Wentworth, in
Parramatta. A large house, Woodhouse, was built on the Wentworth Estate. It was
east of Church Street and between the lines of Aird and Campbell Streets. During this
period 1 Smith Street was probably used for grazing land and no evidence of this
survived.
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Builders George Coates, Jabez Lavors and William Hart had purchased a number of
lots within the Wentworth Estate. This area was popular for subdivision once the
train line came to Parramatta in 1860.57 Houses were built by 1876 which was an early
stage in the development of the Wentworth Estate. Coates had sold 1 Smith (Taylor)
Street by 1877 but continued to own numbers 3 to 5, two semi-detached houses, until
his death.
Water cisterns were found belonging to houses 1, 3 and 5 Smith Street. All were
beehive shaped and built in sandstock bricks. These cisterns appear to have remained
in use into the early 20th century. These are a standard shape for a cistern. The cistern
at 5 Smith Street contained a quantity of artefacts thrown out c1930, a Depressionera rubbish dump. Domestic artefacts found in the cistern include teapots, cups
and saucers, plates, drinking glasses and alcohol bottles. Some of the artefacts had
been in a laundry or shed where they would typically be stored: gardening tools, a
camp stove, and numerous reused glass storage vessels, bottles and jars, containing
various substances, such as paint and kerosene. Also found were empty glass
containers not in current use, including pharmaceutical bottles, and ink and glue
bottles. Many bottles had the names of local businesses: Morey Chemists, Parramatta;
LW Pye, Chemist (by exam), Parramatta; Marshal Pharmacist, Petersham; Newling &
Walker, aerated water; Summons & Graham, aerated water and ginger beer.

RECYCLED GLASS BOTTLES,
1 SMITH STREET SITE

The number of Chinese ginger jars, which are frequently found on sites in
Parramatta, indicates the availability of these Chinese goods for purchase in local
shops. There were quite a few Chinese running shops and market gardens in
Parramatta and nearby areas during the early 20th century. A few different Chinese
market gardeners lived at 180–180A George Street, gardening land along the river
they leased from William Byrnes’ daughters and selling vegetables from their shop
on the property. Between 1914 and 1920 William and Ruth Ling lived next door at 3
Smith Street and were possibly of Chinese ethnicity.

60 CAMPBELL STREET
D E V E L O P M E N T O N T H E F R I N G E O F E A R LY PA R R A M AT TA

The allotment at 60 Campbell Street was once situated on the former early fringe of
Parramatta and, according to historical plans, remained largely undeveloped
during its history. As shown in plan, a structure was first erected on this property
in c1858 but had been removed prior to 1893. The site remained vacant for another
50 years when, in 1942 Arthur Psaltis built a residence. It later became the location
of flats. More recently, in preparation for further redevelopment of the site,
archaeological investigations were carried out at 60 Campbell Street.
Archaeological investigations revealed physical evidence of land use and site
occupation at this small allotment spanning from the early 19th century through
to the early 20th century. Subsurface remains included postholes from four separate
timber framed structures along with evidence of an extensive fire during the late
19th century. Two 19th century rubbish pits were also identified during
archaeological excavation, along with a natural rock ledge and former creekline.
A shallow stratigraphic profile was recorded across much of the area. To the west and
centre of the site shale occurred at only 200mm. To the north, bedrock was found at a
depth of 600mm. Despite the shallow nature of deposits and episodes of disturbance
from construction and demolition activities in the 20th century, some 28 postholes
were uncovered across the rear yard or north portion of the site.
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These features included evidence of a plain rectangular residence or shed with
veranda or awning attached, as shown in an 1858 plan of Allotment 29, Section 3.
Evidence of an extensive fire and artefacts associated with this fire suggest that the
building burnt in the late 19th century.
Postholes were also associated with an additional three undocumented timber
framed structures erected on the property – two in the 19th century and one in
the early 20th century. One of these appears to have been a stable or outbuilding
associated with the c1858 structure. Another structure stood on the site between 1894
and 1942, at a time when no official buildings were recorded on this property.
Additional postholes represented a smaller structure built or repairs carried out in
the early 20th century.
On the east side of the site, a natural channel and rock ledge occurred in the shale
bedrock extending to a depth of 2.7m. It was here, in the former creek and on its
banks, that rubbish disposal practices were focused in the 19th century. One rubbish
pit was identified on the former side of the creek and contained artefacts
solely from the early 19th century. The creek itself had been filled during the late 19th
century and was eventually capped with sterile clay rich deposits.
Artefact assemblages from both features were largely domestic, containing various
ceramics, bottle glass, broken kaolin stems from tobacco pipes, and butchered sheep
and cattle bones. Only one kaolin pipe stem piece was impressed with a maker’s mark.
Its particular brand, ‘Duncan McDougall, Scotia’, was manufactured from 1846
to 1967. Clay and kaolin tobacco pipes were used as a recreational activity often
associated with lower socio-economic status and remained in common use from
early settlement to the mid-20th century. Bottle glass recovered from the site
comprised green tinted glass and stoppers from food related bottles that once
contained for example, sauce, oil or vinegar; dark olive glass also common for earlier
household bottles; as well as alcohol bottles, and black glass with steep kick-ups typical
of 19th century beer and wine bottles.

CERAMICS,
60 CAMPBELL STREET SITE

Ceramics were particularly common in the assemblage and mostly date from the
early to late 19th century. The ceramic collection included various broken plates,
bowls, cups and saucers, platters, a chamber pot and a crock. Their designs
included transfer prints common to the 19th century, such as Asiatic Pheasant,
Willow and various floral patterns. Also identified were pieces of feathered edge
and hand painted pieces imported from France or Wales and England that are
characteristic of the early 19th century. Many pieces of plain whiteware were
recovered but are considered less diagnostic because of their wide use during the
19th and 20th centuries. However, the makers mark ‘Adam’ again suggests the
mid 19th century as the period of manufacture and likely use. The ceramics and
bottle glass were food related artefacts and were likely to have been associated
with Emanuel Marina (1838–44) and/or Hugh Mackay (1845–68) in the early 19th
century and the Pringle family (1870–1911) in the late 19th and early 20th century.
Specifically, the information uncovered relates to major historical themes including:
early settlement and fringe dwelling, the use of officially vacant land, early timber
framed buildings, rubbish disposal, and potential water source contamination. Recent
excavations provide a more complete view of past activities, development and use of
60 Campbell Street, as well as information on the survival of specific archaeological
remains at this location. This present work by Stedinger Associates Pty Ltd focuses
on less substantial and/or undocumented remains and those with less prominent
positions at the rear of allotments. It provides a different view of the past that is
depicted by less tangible resources and sparse documentation, a view of past activities
that are considered to be of local significance and an important part of the history and
development of early Parramatta.
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Central business district – North
384–394 CHURCH STREET AND 18–22 VICTORIA ROAD

The site at the corner of Church Street and Victoria Road has been a prominent
crossroads in Parramatta since the 1790s. Aylward & Kennedy and later hardware
stores were also situated here.
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Archaeological work at this site began with a program of test excavations conducted
in 2004 and 2006. The comprehensive excavation spanned September 2006 to August
2007 and is the largest open area excavation conducted in Parramatta.
The site is a part of the initial spread of settlement outside the original 1790 town
plan. The first land was taken in up in the 1810s, but some occupation may be
earlier.

AMAC Group
E N T RY A U T H O R

Martin Carney

This site consists of Lots 15 and 16, and most of Lots 5, 5a, 6a and 14 of Section 7 of
the Town of Parramatta.
In 1790 the site was either within or just to the east of a large area described as land
in cultivation. By 1804 a gaol had been built, on the current site of Prince Alfred Park.
The site appears to be just to the north of the gaol in an apparently unoccupied area.
However the compound and ground surrounding the gaol completed in 1804 are
irregular in shape and only known in detail from a plan dated c1804.
By 1823 the streets surrounding the site were formed (or at least reserved); Ross and
Sorrell Streets, Pennant Street (now Victoria Road) and Windsor Road (now Church
Street). The lots comprising the site had been laid out and occupied.
Objects in the exhibition are from allotments 5 and 5a which were leased to William
Burgin in 1823.
William Burgin arrived in the colony as a convict in 1799. He married Sarah Tandy,
also known as Mary West, with whom he had four children, all born in Parramatta.
From 1828 to 1838, Burgin and his son Henry held licences for two hotels in Church
Street; the Farriers Arms and the Strong Man. Henry was also a blacksmith. In 1835
allotment 5a was in the occupation of William Burgin and David Austin.
Lot 5a was, in 1835, was given by William and Mary Burgin to John Hillas and
Henry William Burgin the younger in trust for their daughter Elizabeth Burgin, who
was about to marry George Hillas. In 1842 Lots 5 and 5a were granted to John Hillas
and Henry William Burgin in trust for Elizabeth and George Hillas. These lots were
not subdivided until 1873. Prior to this time historical records indicate that there was
a hotel on the north-eastern corner of Church and Pennant (Victoria Road) Streets,
Parramatta.

AERIAL VIEW,
DUKE OF WELLINGTON EXCAVATION SITE
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William Burgin is listed as publican of The Strong Man from 1830–38, and George
Hillas was listed in 1838. Henry Burgin, a blacksmith, is listed as publican of The
Farriers Arms from 1833 to 1837. It is possible that The Farriers Arms was on the
western side of Church Street, as Henry Burgin also owned land there. An 1844
advertisement and a conveyance from 1846 indicate that the name of the hotel may
have changed from The Strong Man to the Duke of Wellington.
In 1846, a conveyance from George Hillas to Mark Hillas describes the property.
Thomas Atkins who owned Lot 14 from 1877 to 1879 before transferring it to his son
Francis Henry Atkins of Parramatta, was a publican of the Duke of Wellington from
1869 to 1873; he was also thought to have been a publican at most of the hotels in
North Parramatta.58
Lots 5 and 5a were subdivided by the Hillases, creating twelve lots. Lots 1 to 6 ran
north up Church Street from the corner with Victoria Road, with a lane running
along behind them, parallel to Church Street. Lots 7 to 12 ran along Victoria Road,
with another lane behind, parallel to Victoria Road. The study site includes all of the
lots, apart from No. 6. The lots were leased to various occupants, and then sold in the
early 1870s.
The excavation results are only just being tabulated, however evidence for the Duke
of Wellington and a bewildering array of outbuildings, its garden plot, the Burgin
Cottage, and smithy were all identified from the corner of Victoria Road north along
Church Street. Some of the finds at lot 5 and 5a included the following artefacts,
which may have a large part to play in understanding some facets of the site.
During excavations of Lots 5 and 5a, three similar pieces of jewellery were found, two
with intaglio images of a male and female. These were found in a discrete area, in
separate units in the yard and a cesspit, all located in the rear of the yard of a cottage
built (Lots 5 and 5a) in the 1810s fronting Church Street. This cottage on Burgin land
is believed to have been the Burgin home at one time.
A small coat button belonging to a uniform used by the Royal Welsh Fusiliers
provides evidence of a memento or even the coat belonging to a veteran of the Battle
of Waterloo, the battle so famously won by the Duke of Wellington. The button
may provide some clue to the naming of the site and the former life of one of the
occupants. The find is a rare one in this context as the 23rd Regiment was never
stationed in Australia. The button is marked by its maker, ‘I. McGowan/Ger[rard St
London]’. This firm was operating in London in the period up to the battle of
Waterloo.
The 23rd Regiment was directly involved in the main battle, though no records have
yet produced a known link to this site. None of the main Burgin line could have been
at the battle. This tiny button in Parramatta may have been at the Battle of Waterloo!

ENGRAVED JEWELLERY,
384–394 CHURCH STREET SITE
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Exhibition artefacts
from archaeological sites in Parramatta
QUEENS WHARF

Metal cup, undated; Celtic inspired brooch, 1850–80; Coin, undated; Hand-forged iron nails,
early 1800s; Terracotta oil lamp, early 1800s; Parts of internal mill wheel, Howell’s Wind &
Water Mill, 1820s–40s; Lead-glazed earthenware container, early 1800s; Military gilt brass
hat plate (shako), North Gloucestershire 28th Regiment, 1835–42; Horse bridal badge,
brass with leather fragment, undated; Military brass buttons, 28th Regiment 1835–42;
Military brass buttons, 58th Regiment 1844–47; Military uniform brass insignia, 1830–55;
Salt-glazed blacking bottle, c1830–1930; Toothpaste or cosmetic jars, undated; Brown stone
bottle, undated.
H O W E L L’ S W I N D & W AT E R M I L L A N D B Y R N E S ’ C L O T H FA C T O R Y

Glazed Ceramic Bottle, undated; Mill-part, Howell’s Wind & Water Mill, undated;
Military Buttons, 58th Regiment 1844–47 and 28th Regiment 1835–42.
180–180A GEORGE STREET

Two anvils, undated; Stone axe, undated; Chinese coin, 1667–1722; Shark’s tooth ornament,
undated; Convict-made sandstock brick from well, c1790s, Token, 1799; Clay pipes, Thomas
Ball, c1800–23; Two clay hand rolled marbles, undated; Handmade dice piece, undated;
Convict-period brick, early 1800; Hand-forged iron door escutcheon, early 1800s; Chinese
ceramic fragments, undated; Ceramic fragments, undated; Chinese ‘Canton’ pattern porcelain
plates, c1820–30s; Hand-made brass horse harness piece, undated; Whetstone, undated; Iron
billhook, undated; Slate pencil fragments, undated; English silver teaspoon with Byrnes’
monogram ‘WAB’, 1800–01; Bone china cup and saucer made in the UK, undated;
Green and blue shell edgeware plates, 1810s–40s; Lock and door handle, undated; Ginger jar
lid, 1790–1850; Metal chain strap, typical on military hats, undated; Lead shot pieces,
undated; Gun flint, undated; Bone toothbrushes, 1850–1950; Metal snuff container,
undated; Sewing thimbles, 1830s–1900s; Cutlery, undated; Enamel-ware bowl, colander,
Milk pitcher, undated; Metal saucepans, undated; Kettle with lid, undated; Beads, various
undated; Garden rake, early 1900s; Garden shears, early 1900s; Beer bottles, c1920s–30s,
Celadon rice bowl, early 1900s; Porcelain tea cup miniature, early 1900s, Porcelain spoon
fragment, early 1900s; Herb bottles, early 1900s; George IV coin, 1919; Threepence coin, 1943;
Plastic toy boat, undated; Plastic toy plane, undated; Plastic dog brooch, undated; Plastic
comb fragment, undated; Plastic hair pin, undated; Cupie dolls head, fragment, undated;
Aluminium milk bottle tops, undated; Candlestick, undated; Light bulb, c1930s; Insulators,
undated; Doll’s head from Germany, c1920; Etched wine glasses, 1850s–1900; White bone
china tea cup and saucer, undated.
CORNER OF GEORGE AND SMITH STREETS

Pudding doll, undated; Convict brick, early 1800s; Barrel hoops, 1790s; Four hand-made nails,
1790s; Ceramic bowl fragments, 1825–50; Barrel hoops undated; George 111 Farthing coin,
1799; Slate fragment, undated; George 111 to Edward 7th coins c1800–1930s; Clay pipes;
Two effigial clay pipes made in Sydney, c1820–40; Convict-made brick, undated; Roof
tile, undated; Architectural masonry, undated; Mattock, single head, undated; Whiteware
chamber pot, c1830; Clay pipe made in Ireland, c1850–1910; Decorated clay pipes – ship &
anchor, ship, thistle & harp made in the United Kingdom, 1830–80; Bone handle, worked;
Coin – Queen Victoria, 1900; Lead-glazed earthenware ceramics, c1790–1830; Etched slate for
fireplace, undated; Barrel hoop, undated; Leather Cap, undated; Hamilton aerated water
bottle, after 1874; Vulcanite comb fragment with copper alloy, c1839; Green transfer printed,
semi vitreous fine earthenware bowl, c1860; Textiles, undated; Toothbrushes, undated;
Briar style clay pipe, 1880–1930; Beads, 19th century; Thimbles, 19th century.
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BARRACK LANE

Mochaware ceramic fragments, 1790–1930; Chinese bowl fragment, undated; Glass bottle,
undated.
41–47 GEORGE STREET

Newling & Walker salt-glazed ginger beer bottle, 1876–1907; Lirthage-glaze ginger beer bottle,
c1838–47; Brown & Miller bottle fragments, undated.
CORNER OF GEORGE AND MARSDEN STREETS,
PA R R A M AT TA J U S T I C E P R E C I N C T

Clay roof tile, 2nd Hospital, 1790s; Four coins, 1797–99; Clay pipes, 1802–46; Lead-glazed
earthenware dish, early 1800s; Lead-glazed earthenware jug, early 1800s; Terracotta pan,
before 1820; Lead-glazed earthenware pot, early 1800s; Bone buttons and offcuts, early 1800s;
Coin dump, 1813; Thimble, 1821–50; Lead-glazed earthenware container, early 1800s; Brass
curtain decoration, 1825–1900; Locally-made Wellington Jug, 1820s; Clay pipe with Prince of
Wales motif, 1820–40; Silver embossed hairbrush, c1860–1930; Royal Marines George III
mourning ring, 1830–31; Spur plate, undated.
2 G E O R G E S T R E E T, PA R R A M AT TA C H I L D R E N ’ S C O U R T

Whetstone, undated; Chinese porcelain bowl, c1820s; Lead-glazed earthenware candlestick,
c1810–30; Spur, undated; Bone buttons, undated; Hand-painted Chinese porcelain,
1368–1644; Whetstone, 1810s–35.
1 – 3 G E O R G E S T R E E T, F A M I LY C O U R T S I T E

Ming porcelain bowl, 13th–15th century; Unglazed earthenware cup, 1790s; Glass tumbler
fragments, undated; Unglazed earthenware container fragments, early 1800s; Ewer, undated.
PA R R A M AT TA PA R K , T H E D A I R Y P R E C I N C T

Stone axe, undated; Two scrapers, undated; Milk pan sherd, early 1800s.
15 MACQUARIE STREET

Parramatta Coronation medallion, George VI & Queen Elizabeth, 1937; Blue and white
earthenware cups and saucers, undated; Drinking glasses, undated; Toothpaste lids, undated.
A I R D S T R E E T, W E S T F I E L D S H O P P I N G T O W N

Imported fluted, clay pipes made in London, John Ford, 1800–65; Scottish clay pipe bowl,
c1820–60; Waterloo commemorative button, undated; Arabian-inspired ‘kunjar’ scabbard, mid
to late 19th century; Mother-of-pearl buttons, c1850; Metal buttons, undated; Cast lead
figurine toy, undated; Lace-making bobbins, undated; Multicoloured transfer-printed fine
earthenware toothpaste lid, undated; Goblet fragment, undated; Castor oil bottle, undated;
Porcelain bowl rim pieces; undated; Sewing thimbles, 19th century; Lace bobbin fragment,
undated; Baby’s hair brushes, undated; Musket ball, early 1800s; Ruby glass fragments, late
19th century; Sewing thimbles, various sizes, late 19th–early 20th century.
384–394 CHURCH STREET AND 18–22 VICTORIA ROAD

Jewellery intaglio-etched female profile on glass, undated; Jewellery intaglio-etched male profile on
glass, undated; Jewellery with faceted mounted glass, undated; Military brass button, 23rd
Royal Welsh Fusiliers foot soldiers made by McGowan, London, undated.
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