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142 – 154 Macquarie Street, Parramatta  
Preliminary Results of the Historical Archaeological Investigation 

 
1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Project Background 
Casey & Lowe were commissioned by Parramatta City Council to undertake the historical 
archaeological investigations at 153 Macquarie Street Parramatta, the former Australia Post Office 
site on the corner of Macquarie Street and Leigh Place.  The archaeological resource of the site was 
assessed as being of both State and local heritage significance.  These preliminary results relate to 
the excavation undertaken by Casey & Lowe from October 2015 to March 2016.   
 
 
1.2 Site Location  
These results relate to Lot 1 DP863571 known as 153 Macquarie Street (Former Australia Post 
Office Building) and Part of Lot 2 DP1192394 known as Civic Place.  The site consists of land 
bounded to the north by Macquarie Street, to the south by the former Parramatta City Library, to 
the east by PS1 (the University of Western Sydney) and the west by the Leigh Memorial Church 
Mission Building.   
 
 

Figure 1.1: Study area shaded in blue and orange.  
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Figure 1.2: Detail of the study area with historic lot boundaries and street numbers. 
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1.3 Excavation Methodology   
The archaeological excavation program was conducted across the site facilitated by the use of both 
a 13-tonne and a 5-tonne excavator to remove existing asphalt layers, concrete and mid 20th-
century fills.  Manual excavation was then undertaken by trained archaeologists.  All structural 
remains and features were planned at a scale of 1:50 and detailed photographic recording including 
photogrammetry and digital survey and mapping of the area were undertaken.  Artefacts including 
ceramics, glass, wood, leather and metal were collected and samples of building materials such as 
bricks and mortar were retained.  Environmental samples were also taken across the site, especially 
in the region of the former creek line, agricultural lines and ponds.  
 
 
1.4 Limitations  
In consultation with Parramatta City Council and Aver it was agreed that the excavation of the 
western footpath of Leigh Place (aka Civic Place) should be undertaken in conjunction with the 
future works of the Parramatta Square Development.  This was due to a live Telstra 
communications feed supplying the Council Chambers.  As this is a preliminary report our current 
interpretation of the results presented in this report may change considerably by the time of writing 
the final report which includes cataloguing of many boxes of artefacts, scientific analysis and further 
research.   
 
 
1.5 Report Overview 
This report briefly outlines the preliminary results following the completion of the excavation of the 
archaeological investigation of PS3 - 153 Macquarie Street Parramatta.  It aims to present the 
archaeological features and events of the excavation.  More detailed analysis, interpretation and a 
synthesis of results will be presented as part of the final excavation report. 
 
 
1.6 Authorship 
This report has been written by Dr Amanda Dusting, Casey & Lowe and reviewed by Dr Mary Casey 
and Tony Lowe, Casey & Lowe.   
 
 
1.7 Acknowledgements 
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Alex Boag (QMC) 
George Apokis (QMC) 
Steve Commissio (QMC) 
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2.0 Brief Historical Timeline  

2.1 Timeline 
 1804 - The study area shown as vacant land with identified allotments and agricultural 

grants to the south.1  
 1813 - Fairs held twice annually at the Market Place.2 
 1814 - The study area is shown on plan as being ‘Reserved space for the Fairs etc.’3  
 1814 - The first Annual Feast held by Governor Macquarie 28 December.4  
 c.1819 - Two related watercolours by Joseph Lycett from c.1819 and 1820 show the space 

reserved for the fairs and the Market Place as largely open space, with the main features 
being some fences.  Lycett’s watercolours are not reliable sets of evidence as he has been 
found to be inaccurate in a number of instances.   

 1823 - The study area is shown as divided into four separate allotments - Lot 1 and Lot 28 in 
Section 15 (Civic Place), Lot 30 in Section 15, and the western edge of Lot 32 in Section 15.5  
A building is shown on Lot 30 and one on the eastern side of Lot 32.  Lot 30 was leased to 
John Thorn on June 30 1823.6   

 1833 - Edward Lakeman has his publican’s licence renewed for the White Horse Inn on the 
western side of Lot 32 in Section 15.7  

 1835 - Last Annual Feast (the event was abolished by Governor Bourke).8 
 c.1840 - The Town Drain is built within an existing creek line.  
 1844 - On Brownrigg’s plan a second building is shown on Lot 32 which is probably the 

White Horse Inn.9 
 1845 - Lot 30 is conveyed to George Cavill.10 
 1858 - House on Lot 30 extended and a pond is made at the rear of the lot.  A second pond 

is shown on the southern boundary of Lot 1 and large buildings appear in the rear yard of 
Lot 32, which are probably stables. 11  

 1860 - Cavill conveys Lot 30 to John Holland, innkeeper and licensee of the Star Inn on 
Church Street.  The lot included a wooden cottage. 

 1874 - John Holland dies leaving Lot 30 to his wife Harriet Holland. 
 1884 - The wooden cottage is demolished and Harriet Holland builds a pair of two-storey 

brick terraces on the eastern half of the allotment, Northiam and Harleyville.   
 1888 - A large single-storey brick house is built on the western half of the allotment, 

Cranbrook.   
 1895 - The study area is shown to have a pair of two-storey terraces built on the Macquarie 

Street frontage of Lot 32 with an outbuilding on the western boundary, an outbuilding 
associated with a house on Lot 27, ‘Wyverne’, on the western boundary of Lot 28 as well as 

                                                           
1
 Plan of the Township of Parramatta, G.W. Evans Acting Surveyor, Sydney 1804 . TNA (UK) CO/700/New South Wales 

No.22 Evans’ plan of Parramatta, 1804.  
2
 Sydney Gazette 26 December 1812, p 1b; 30 January 1813, p 2a; 6 March 1813, p 1b; 13 March 1813, p 2b; Casey & Lowe 

2012:53.   
3
 G. W. Evans, ‘Plan of the Township of Parramatta’ 1814, SLNSW M2 811.1301/1814/1. 

4
 Smith 1992:77  

5
 ‘Plan of the Township of Parramatta’, G. C. Stewart, draftsman, SRNSW Item No.4907,P.1.1022.   

6
 Grants register 25 No. 63.  

7
 Butts of Publicans Licences, 1833, No. 35, SRNSW 4/64.  

8
 Smith 1992:77. 

9
‘Plan of the Town of Parramatta and the adjacent properties as surveyed by W. Meadows Brownrigg surveyor’, SLNSW 

M4 811.1301/1844/1. 
10

 Grants Register 2838 No. 170.  
11

 ‘Great Western Railway, Extension Parramatta to Penrith Part 1’, Proclaimed Plan. SRNSW NRS 15244, item [1]; 

formerly in State Rail Archives, Plan 965/2, NID.  
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the houses and associated outbuildings and cesspits of Harleyville, Northiam and 
Cranbrook.12   

 1920s - Thomas Dalton operated a fibrous plaster manufacturing workshop at the rear of 
Lot 1.13 

 1955–1956 - An aerial photo shows that the fibrous plasterworks building at the south end 
of Lot 1 had been demolished.14  

 1961 - Lot 1 and Lot 28 used as a road access into Civic Place (Leigh Place).    
 1960s - All extant houses demolished on Lot 30 and the Parramatta Post Office is built.  

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 2.1: 1823 plan showing the location of the various grants.  The current study area was Lot 30 with 

the western section being Lot 28 through which the creekline and drain crossed through the site.   
 
 

                                                           
12

 ‘Parramatta Sheet 18’, Parramatta Detail Sheets, NSW Dept. of Lands. SLNSW Z/M SE 4 811.1301/1. Digital order no. 

a1364020.  
13

 Cumberland Argus 26 July 1944 p.6d.  
14

 [Aerial of Parramatta district], NSW Run 233-5130. NSW LPI Aerial Photographs. 
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Figure 2.2: 1858 railway plan showing the extent of development around the original structure built by 
1823 and extension to the east.   
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3.0 Overview of archaeological results 

3.1 Overview 
A program of excavation was undertaken across the study area in order to salvage any remaining 
archaeological resource of State and local significance in Areas A–D.  Within the study area several 
historical construction phases were identified, sealed by asphalt surfaces of the Civic Place Car Park 
and concrete of the 1960s Australia Post Office building.  These included: the remains of three brick 
houses built in the 1880s fronting Macquarie Street, with associated cesspits and out buildings; 
stables with a brick drainage system associated with the White Horse Inn; the remains of a house 
shown on the 1823 plan (thought to have been in place from 1810), which included fireplaces, 
occupation deposits, a large timber base-plate, postholes and sandstone footings, with associated 
yard deposits, a brick-lined well and brick sump draining towards the ‘Town Drain’; the Town Drain 
in the form of a large sandstone box drain running across Civic Place; and evidence for early 
agricultural use of the site in the form of hoe marks and extensive plough lines crossing historic lot 
boundaries which probably date to the late 18th to the early 19th century.   
 
It is to be noted that the footprint of the early 19th-century cottage had been severely impacted by 
the concrete pads, footings, lift pit and turntable of the 1960s Australia Post building.  These 
footings were concentrated in the north western portion of the site.  Some of the brick footings of 
the 1888 building, ‘Cranbrook’, also impacted the footprint of the earlier cottage although the 
impact was not as extensive as those from the Post Office building.   
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Figure 3.1: Survey plan of historical archaeological features excavated in PS3 (Hazell 2015).  
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3.2 Excavation and Salvage 

3.2.1 Natural Landscape 
The underlying topography of the site was found to slope dramatically from the southeast corner, 
which was the highest part, down to the north and northwest towards Macquarie Street and Civic 
Place.  The slope was towards a natural creek line or drainage channel, which was later formalised 
into the Town Drain.  Contour lines have been taken of this work and will be included on mapping in 
the final report.   
 
3.2.2 Creek Line  
The creek line was revealed beneath the town drain and was identified as a grey estuarine clayey 
silt with occasional organic material present, including remnant reeds (Figure 3.2, Figure 3.3).  The 
creek line was backfilled with sandstock bricks; some ceramics, glass and a partial leather shoe were 
recovered.  The shoe was a duckbill-toed lace-up shoe, a style which dates to between 1830 and 
1840 (Figure 3.4).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.2: The top of the creek line clays with vegetation.  View to the south, 1m scale.  Casey & Lowe 

2016.  
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Figure 3.3: Grey creek line clays with sandstock bricks sitting above  a mottled yellow ‘natural’ clay.   View 
to the south.  Casey & Lowe 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.4: Leather duckbill-toed shoe, ceramics and a bottle stamped with the letters WPP found within 

the grey clay of the creek line, below the Town Drain.  100mm scale (Casey & Lowe 2016).  
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3.2.3 Plough lines – agricultural activity  
A series of plough lines were revealed crossing over the historic lot boundaries, Lot 28 and Lot 1.  
These plough lines were found cutting into the pale yellow subsoil (Figure 3.5, Figure 3.6, Figure 3.7, 
Figure 3.8).  The lines were distinct and represent a single cultivation activity, where the plough had 
only been dragged once across the area with no criss-crossing or re-ploughing.  These cultivation 
marks may denote a single crop.  This act of single ploughing may reflect a practice of securing a 
grant by showing improvement of the land as required under a grant.  Eight of the plough lines 
were fully excavated and the soil wet sieved.  Very few artefacts were recovered from this process 
although one plough line did contain several butchered sheep bones.  This paucity of artefacts 
would agree well with a very early date for the ploughing.  A 3D model was constructed of the 
excavated plough lines in order to potentially determine the type of plough and the number of 
plough tynes used (Figure 3.10).  This may help inform the question as to whether the ploughing 
took place with the aid of animals or human agency.   
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.5: Plough lines at the centre of Civic Place.  View to the east, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  
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Figure 3.6: Plough lines at the southeast end of Civic Place. View to the southeast, 1m scale. (Casey & Lowe 

2016).  

 
 

 
Figure 3.7: Plough lines at southwest end of Civic Place.  View to the southeast, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 

2016).  
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Figure 3.8: Plough lines in the west centre of Civic Place.  All of these furrows were excavated and all 

material was wet sieved to provide a sample of what may have been in the topsoil at this period.  
View to the southwest, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016). 
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Figure 3.9: Composite photogrammetry photo showing all areas featuring cultivation activity.  As the 
plough lines were found beneath Civic Place, in use as an access road during the excavation, the 
various areas were excavated in stages as they became available.  This composite photo shows the 
extent of the lines.  North is to the top.  (Hazell 2016).  
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Figure 3.10: Excavated plough-lines shown as a 3D model (Hazell 2016).   

 
 
3.2.4 Town Drain  
The Parramatta Town Drain, constructed in stone at its southwestern end, passes diagonally across 
Civic Place, Lot 28 (Figure 2.2).  This portion of the drain was constructed in stone.  A long segment 
of the Town Drain was excavated within Civic Place in two stages due to access issues.  When the 
drain was removed it was found to have been built within an existing creek line.  A row of upright 
timbers – split logs – were embedded in the western side of the creek line forming a barrier or 
shoring (Figure 3.11, Figure 3.12, Figure 3.13).  A fill of sandstone rubble was packed behind the 
timbers in one section.  This may indicate that the creek line was being manipulated or formalised 
before the drain was built.   
 
The formalised drain was constructed from large sandstone blocks to make a box drain (Figure 3.14, 
Figure 3.15, Figure 3.16, Figure 3.17, Figure 3.18, Figure 3.19).  The walls of the drain were 
preserved up to three blocks high in places and only one block high in others where the upper 
blocks had been removed at some stage.  The eastern wall of the drain appeared to curve at the 
northeastern Macquarie Street end, veering to the east under the pavement (Figure 3.19).  
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Figure 3.11: Timber shoring in the creek line with sandstone rubble behind.  View to the west, 1m scale.  
(Casey & Lowe 2016).  

 

Figure 3.12: Timber shoring within the creek line.  View to the south, 1m scale. (Casey & Lowe 2016).  
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Figure 3.13: Detail of the timber shoring found beside the Town Drain within the creek line.  View to the 
west, 300mm scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016). 

 

Figure 3.14: The northern end of the Town Drain near Macquarie Street which was excavated first.  An 
active stormwater pipe had removed some of the upper blocks of the drain.  View to the 
northeast.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  
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Figure 3.15: The southern end of the Town Drain 
excavated in the second stage.  A stormwater pit 
had destroyed the southern end of the drain where 
it met the western footpath of Civic Place.  View to 
the northeast. (Casey & Lowe 2016).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.16: The southern end of the Town Drain showing the disturbed area where the stormwater pit had 
truncated the drain.  View to the southwest, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  
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Figure 3.17: Detail of stone coursing with a cement bedding on the upper course.  The capping stone or 
concrete block would have been placed on top to cover the drain.  View to the east, 1m scale.  
(Casey & Lowe 2016).  

 
 

 
Figure 3.18: Detail of the curve of the drain at the Macquarie Street end.  View to the northeast, 1m scale. 

(Casey & Lowe 2016). 
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Figure 3.19: Composite photo of the Town drain exposed in two stages beneath Civic Place.  Note the curve 
of the drain heading towards Macquarie Street at the northeastern end.  (Hazell 2016).   
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3.2.5 Brick sump draining into the Town Drain   
A sandstock brick sump was found to the west of the cottage on Lot 30 (Figure 2.1, Figure 3.20).  
During the excavation within Civic Place a timber-lined drainage channel running east-west was 
revealed beyond the Lot 30 boundary (Figure 3.21).  Although fairly rudimentary, the channel 
appeared to be plumbed into the substantial sandstone Town Drain at its western end.  The 
drainage channel had been truncated at its eastern end but was shown through survey to be 
aligned with the brick sump.  It is probable that the occupants of the cottage on Lot 30 were using 
the sump and the drain as a convenient way to dispose of effluent, directly into the Town Drain 
and/or the creekline prior to the construction of the Town Drain.   
 
 
 

Figure 3.20: Brick and sandstone sump with drainage channel heading towards the Town Drain.  View to 
the west, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).   
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Figure 3.21: Drainage channel with timber capping running east-west from the brick sump to the Town 

Drain.  View to the east, 1m scale. (Casey & Lowe 2016).  
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3.2.6 1810s/1823 to 1880s House  
The focus of the archaeological excavation of State significant archaeology was on the remains of a 
wooden cottage dating to the early 19th century.  The cottage, shown on plan by 1823, was 
probably built by John Thorn who held the lease from 1823 (Figure 2.1, Figure 2.2).  At least three 
phases of modification and refurbishment were identified in the extant remains of the cottage, 
which was occupied from the time it was built 1810s/1823 until the 1880s when it was demolished.   
 
The evidence for the earliest phase of the cottage included a large timber base-plate located at the 
rear of the building, two fireplaces, postholes and sandstock brick piers for bearers and floor joists.  
The earliest cottage was composed of four rooms with a front verandah and a rear porch.   
 
Three sections of the base-plate were found, with the longest being 3.48m in length.  The timbers 
were quite well preserved and were up to 150mm thick in places (Figure 3.22, Figure 3.23, Figure 
3.24).  Large iron stakes or bolts were embedded in the timber holding a horizontal timber brace in 
place.  The removed upright timbers would have been placed against this brace (Figure 3.26).  In the 
backfill above the base-plate impressions of timber uprights survived sporadically (Figure 3.27).  The 
back wall was interpreted as being of split log slab construction.  The side and front walls of the 
cottage were of a different construction technique, composed of a series of large round postholes.  
These walls were probably weatherboard although no boards were found.   
 
 

Figure 3.22: Partially excavated rear wall base-plate (arrowed) with impressions of upright timbers at the 
eastern end.  View to the west, 1m scale. (Casey & Lowe 2016). 
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Figure 3.23: Fully excavated timber base-plate (arrowed) at the rear of the cottage.  The 1880s brock 
footings of Cranbrook are to the south of the base-plate.  View to the south, 1m scale. (Casey & 
Lowe 2016).  

 

Figure 3.24: Excavated timber base-plate (arrowed) with 1880s brick footings and 1960s concrete pads and 
beams of the Post Office foundations.  View to the northeast, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  
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Figure 3.25: East end of base-plate with the kitchen fireplace in the background and postholes from the rear 
verandah in the foreground.  View to the northeast, 1m scale. (Casey & Lowe 2016). 

 

Figure 3.26: Iron bolts or stakes in the base-plate holding a smaller section of timber used as a brace.  View 
to the south, 300mm scale. (Casey & Lowe 2016). 
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Figure 3.27: Impressions of removed upright timbers above the base plate. View to the south, 1m scale. 
(Casey & Lowe 2016).   

 
 
The first phase fireplace in the rear room of the cottage, identified as the kitchen, included a large 
flat stone (local Parramatta sandstone) which showed evidence for use as a chimney crane used for 
suspending cooking pots over the fire (Figure 3.28).   
 
A second phase of this fireplace showed that some modifications or remodelling had taken place.  
The sandstone slab associated with the chimney crane had been covered over and a more formal 
hearthstone put in place (Figure 3.29).  These modifications were part of a remodelling of the house 
that occurred sometime before 1858,15 when a new kitchen was built immediately to the east of the 
cottage (Figure 2.2).  The fireplace of the new kitchen was built with the structure backing onto and 
adjoining the original kitchen fireplace (Figure 3.28, Figure 3.29).  The footings for the new kitchen 
extension were sandstone.  Evidence for these later modifications were also found at the rear of the 
building where a later phase of brick paving had been introduced covering remnant postholes 
associated with the earlier rear porch.  A shallow dish drain was found to extend from the second 
phase rear verandah paving across the yard towards the brick sump and therefore the creek 
line/Town Drain.   
 
 

                                                           
15

 The extension is shown on a plan of 1858.  ‘Great Western Railway, Extension Parramatta to Penrith Part 1’, Proclaimed 

Plan. SRNSW NRS 15244, item [1]; formerly in State Rail Archives, Plan 965/2, NID. 
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Figure 3.28: First phase kitchen fireplace with a flat sandstone block with circular impressions (arrowed) 
that represents a base for a chimney crane.  The sandstone wall and fireplace to the east are part 
of the kitchen extension.  View to the east, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016). 

 

Figure 3.29: Second phase modifications to the fireplace, with the introduction of a sandstone hearth with 
chamfered corners (arrowed).  The sandstone wall and fireplace to the east are part of the kitchen 
extension. View to the east. (Casey & Lowe 2016). 
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The remains within the house were severely impacted by the 1960s concrete footings of the Post 
Office Building.  Although somewhat limited, occupation deposits where they survived were 
excavated within all rooms of the cottage.  The deposits were excavated using a 1m grid and all 
material was wet sieved.   
 
 

Figure 3.30: Overhead view of the cottage showing the 1960s impacts with the extent of the of the original 
house and verandahs marked in yellow and the later kitchen extension marked in red.  

 
A large pit was found cut into the subsoil to the northeast of the house.  Several fragments of lead-
glaze pottery were found within the pit including joining fragments of a large pan (Figure 3.31).  The 
pan has attributes of the convict potter Thomas Ball, active from c.1801 to 1823 and has been 
identified as Type 2.16  Yard deposits in the immediate surrounds of the house were also sample 
sieved in a 1m grid.  Several examples of gun flints and lead shot were recovered from within the 
historic topsoil associated with the house (Figure 3.32).  The gun flints have a date range from 
1780s to the 1840s after which time percussion carbines superseded the use of flintlocks.17  
Examples of Chinese under-glazed ceramics were also found within the topsoil dating to the early 
19th century (Figure 3.33).  
 
 
 

                                                           
16

 See Casey & Lowe  2011  Archaeological Investigation 710-722 George Street, Haymarket Vol 4, Appendix 4.4: 2.  
17

 Stocks, R.  2010  Gunflints & Significant Contents Report, Observatory Hill Sydney, unpublished report for Casey & Lowe 

and the Government Architect’s Office, NSW Department of Commerce, August 2010: 9. 
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Figure 3.31: Lead-glaze pan found within a pit in the front yard of the house.  100mm scale.  (Casey & Lowe 

2016).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.32: British gun flints, lead shot and a musketball recovered from wet sieving the historic topsoil.  

100mm scale. (Casey & Lowe 2016).   
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Figure 3.33: Chinese under-glazed pottery form the topsoil.  100mm scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  

 
 
3.2.7 Brick Well 
A small sandstock-brick well was found to the north of the kitchen extension (Figure 3.34).  The 
bricks from the well were uniform and featured a shallow rectangular frog.  This brick type typically 
dates from the mid 19th century onwards suggesting that the well was from the later phase of the 
building.  The well was backfilled with frog-less sandstock bricks, many of which were covered in 
soot and some with sand shell mortar.  These bricks were interpreted as coming from the 
demolition of the chimneys of the cottage in the 1880s.  The water level within the well was quite 
high due to its location within the vicinity of the nearby creek line.   
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Figure 3.34: Brick 
well to the north 
east of the cottage.  
The bricks of the 
well all featured a 
rectangular frog.  
View to the north, 
1m scale. (Casey & 
Lowe 2016). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.2.8 Stables or outbuildings of the White Horse Inn 
In the eastern section of the site, evidence was found of the remains of a long building on the 
western boundary of Lot 32, as shown on the plan of 1858 (Figure 2.2), was found in the form of a 
series of postholes, wall slots and sandstock brick gutters, and dish and box drains (Figure 3.35).  
Within the building footprint there were also two deep rectangular pits backfilled with black 
industrial gravels, coke and coal.  The function of the building is uncertain but the pit fill suggests 
that it was a workshop of some sort, perhaps associated with the stables of the White Horse Inn.  
The drainage system associated with the stables and outbuildings was extensive, with all of the 
drains flowing to the north towards Macquarie Street (Figure 3.36).   
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Figure 3.35: Post holes, wall slots and drains from the White Horse Inn stables or outbuildings.  View to the 
north.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  

 
 

Figure 3.36: Drain leading from the White Horse Inn outbuilding to Macquarie Street.  View to the south, 
1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  
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3.2.9 Historic topsoil in Lot 28 
Test trenches excavated within Civic Place, in historic Lot 28, produced a large quantity (c.20) of 
unusual clay pipes (Figure 3.37).  The pipes were all the same type and had been manufactured in 
England for William Aldis, a tobacconist in George Street, Sydney, who was in business between 
1837 and 1867.  This particular type of pipe may be an early form of cigarette holder.  These pipes 
were not found elsewhere on the site.   
 
 

Figure 3.37: Examples of pipes or cigarette holders found in the topsoil of Lot 28, Civic Place.  100mm scale.  
(Casey & Lowe 2016).  

 
 
3.2.10 Bulk fill to raise the level across the site  
As the natural land formation sloped towards the creek line area to the north and northwest of the 
site, the lower areas were swampy.  The northernmost rooms of early 19th-century house were 
found to have a bulk fill of sands overlying the remnant original topsoil, raising the sloping and 
probably wet ground up to the level at the rear of the house.  This process of raising the levels 
across the north of the site was repeated when the early 19th-century house was demolished and 
the allotment was redeveloped in the 1880s.  When Harriet Holland built her new semi-detached 
houses on the eastern part of Lot 30, a bulk levelling fill of clean orange/brown sand 400mm thick 
was introduced across the whole northeastern area.  The levelling fill covered the footprint of the 
buildings and some demolition material from the earlier cottage.  The substantial brick footings of 
the terrace houses were then cut through the sand down to the underlying original subsoils.   
 
On the northwestern portion of Lot 30, where the slope of the ground was steepest and water 
would have made the ground quite wet, a thick layer of dense orange clay was introduced.  This 
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bulk levelling fill covered and effectively sealed the remains of the earlier cottage.  The substantial 
brick footings of the 1888 house, Cranbrook, were then cut through the clay down to the underlying 
subsoils.  These bulk levelling events raised the northern part of the site up to the level of the rear 
yards and back areas and meant that it limited the ability of ground water to penetrate into the 
house.  
 
A large dump of bottles was revealed to the southwest of the cottage within the bulk clay fills.  
These were predominantly Lamont patent glass bottles that contained aerated waters produced by 
Newling & Walker of Parramatta (1885-1926) (Figure 3.38).  The bottle dump was probably part of 
the process of levelling and raising the area.  Such a large quantity of bottles may relate to their 
commercial use at the Star Inn in Church Street, owned by Harriet Holland until 1887, and may be 
part of an event of opportunistic dumping.   
 
 

Figure 3.38: A selection of Newling & Walker bottles from the dump with two plain bottles on the right.  
100mm scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  

 
 
3.2.11 1880s buildings  
By 1884 a pair of two-story terraces called Harleyville and Northiam had been built on the eastern 
half of Lot 30 and by 1888 a large Victorian house called Cranbrook was built on the western half of 
the allotment.  All three properties were owned by Harriet Holland, who probably resided at 
Cranbrook until her death in 1898.18  The brick footings for these 1880s houses were found 
immediately below the roadbase, asphalt and concrete slab associated with the 1960s Post Office 
redevelopment of the site (Figure 3.39, Figure 3.40, Figure 3.41).  The footings were standing up to 
1m in height with the internal rooms filled with demolition rubble from the superstructure of the 

                                                           
18

 Australia Death Index, 1787-1985 (database on-line); REG/BUR/5; Description: Vol 5, 1890-1912; Parish: St. John’s 

Anglican Church Parramatta.  
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houses.  Amongst the demolition were several examples of ornate ceramic tiles and pieces of 
marble which were from fireplace surrounds (Figure 3.43).  The footings of Cranbrook included the 
footprint of a bay window at the front of the building, part of a formal front room or reception 
room (Figure 3.42).  All the bricks from Cranbrook were from the same manufacturer, all were well 
fired, uniformly well-made and each brick featured a distinctive heart-shaped frog.   
 
The outbuildings associated with Harleyville and Northiam included a large structure at the rear of 
the site shared by both properties and two cesspits per house (Figure 3.44).  It is possible that the 
large building was a coach house or stables as referenced in a description of the property.19  The 
presence of two cesspits may suggest that one was reserved for use by the occupants and the other 
by their servants.   
 
It is interesting to note that the size, configuration and decoration of these late 19th-century houses 
indicate an affluent middle class.   
 
The houses and outbuildings were still standing until 1961 when they were eventually demolished 
to make way for the Post Office development.   
 
 

Figure 3.39: Excavated brick footings of Harleyville.  View to the north, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  

 
 

                                                           
19

 Cumberland Argus Fruitgrowers Advocate, Sat August 3
rd

 1895 p. 5.  



36 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe                                                             Preliminary Results of Historical Archaeological Investigation 

PS3 - 153 Macquarie Street, Parramatta 

Figure 3.40: Excavated brick footings of Northiam showing the orange sandy levelling fill and some of the 
impacts from the 1960s Post Office footings. View to the south, 1m scale. (Casey & Lowe 2016).   

 
 

Figure 3.41: Excavated brick footings of Cranbrook.  Also shown are the extensive concrete pads and beams 
of the 1960s Post Office footings.  View to the southwest, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016). 
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Figure 3.42: Overhead view of Cranbrook with the bay window arrowed, showing footings and the impacts 

of the 1960s concrete pads.  (Hazell 2016). 
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Figure 3.43: Various fireplace-surround tiles and pieces of marble from Cranbrook.  100mm scale. (Casey & 
Lowe 2016).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.44: Two of the four cesspits located in 
the rear of Harleyville and Northiam.  View to 
the west, 1m scale.  (Casey & Lowe 2016).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



39 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe                                                             Preliminary Results of Historical Archaeological Investigation 

PS3 - 153 Macquarie Street, Parramatta 

3.2.12 Fibrous plaster works 
Some evidence was found for the fibrous plaster works on Lot 1 at the south end of Civic Place. 
Several patches of white plaster and plaster-filled postholes were revealed in yard surfaces beneath 
the asphalt and road base of the Civic Place car park.  A large pit was found filled with plaster and 
corroded iron (Figure 3.45).  No structural remains were found.  
 
 

Figure 3.45: 20th-century plaster-filled pit in rear yard of Civic Place.  

 
 
3.2.13 Post Office Building  
The post office building was demolished in 2015.  The concrete footings, piers and beams were 
found to be extensive and had impacted much of the archaeology in the northern portion of the 
site.  Although the demolished building was a single-storey structure it is clear by their scale that 
the foundations were capable of supporting a much larger/ taller building, which may have been 
proposed but never constructed.  A deep lift pit and stairwell had been excavated in the centre 
north of the site which removed almost all of the front part of the western terrace house Northiam.   
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4.0 Scope of post-excavation works  

4.1 Cataloguing and Reporting  
This report describes the preliminary results following the completion of the fieldwork component 
of the archaeological investigation.  The next phase of the project, involves a detailed analysis of the 
excavation data, artefacts and historical research, leads to the production of the final excavation 
report.  Post-excavation work required to produce the final report is now underway and includes: 

 Specialist cataloguing and analysis of the artefacts – ceramic, glass, metals, clay pipes, coins 
and tokens, small and miscellaneous finds – result in the production of detailed artefact 
reports.   

 A Harris Matrix and detailed stratigraphic report.   
 Survey plans and detailed phased archaeological drawings will be produced to publication 

standard. 
 Identifying and cataloguing artefacts.   
 Timber, building materials, pollen and other samples will be analysed by specialists.  
 Data entry of artefact catalogue, photograph archive, context register, test trench register, 

plans register and samples register.   
 The final excavation report will include a detailed historic background to the site, the 

synthesis of results, an analysis of the artefact assemblage and a response to the research 
design for the archaeology of the study area. 

 
 
 
 


