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4.0 Artefact Overview 
 
4.1 Introduction 
The Darling Quarter site was divided into nine areas based on historic lot boundaries, industries and 
streets, with the basement footprint of the new development impacting on six of these areas which 
are therefore the subject of this archaeological investigation, Areas 4 to 9 (Figure 3.1.2). 

 Area 1 – Grose’s Wharf 

 Area 2 – William Orr Engineering Workshops 

 Area 3 – Anchor Flour Mills 

 Area 4 – PN Russell Foundry 

 Area 5 – PN Russell Railway Carriage Workshops and Boiler House 

 Area 6 – Barker’s Jetty, Reclamation Activity and Miller & Harrison’s Timber Yard 

 Area 7 – Brook’s Slaughter House, Murphy’s Wharfage, Soap and Candle Manufactory 

 Area 8 – Worker’s Housing 

 Area 9 – Barker’s Mill Yard and Pond.   
 
4.1.1 Phasing of the Excavation 
The site area has been divided into ten main archaeological phases representing the historical 
development of the site and the nature of its use.  These phases referred to during the artefact 
overview are: 

 Phase 1  Natural Landscape 

 Phase 2  Aboriginal Occupation 

 Phase 3  1788 to 1820s Early Foreshore Activity 

 Phase 4  1820s to late 1830s Barker’s Mill and Lands 

 Phase 5  Late 1830s/Early 1840s Reclamation 

 Phase 6  1840s to 1860s Residential and Industrial Development 

 Phase 7  1860s to 1900 Residential and Industrial Development 

 Phase 8  1900s to 1920 Resumption and Railways 

 Phase 9  1920s to 1980s Railways and Commercial Development 

 Phase 10 1980s Demolition and Redevelopment.  
 
4.1.2 Cataloguing of Artefacts 
All artefacts were catalogued by a specialist team using the cataloguing system developed by Dr 
Mary Casey, in consultation with the various specialists.  The basis of this system has been 
published elsewhere and will not be repeated here.1  The main elements of this cataloguing system 
are the use of minimum vessel or item counts (MIC) to quantify the assemblages and the attribution 
of functional categories to the artefacts during cataloguing.  The catalogue information was also 
entered onto Casey & Lowe’s in-house artefact database.  This system assists in understanding how 
the artefacts related to the daily lives of the people associated with the study area, those who used 
and disposed of them.  Maintaining a standard approach to artefact cataloguing also allows more 
meaningful comparative analysis between other archaeological sites excavated by Casey & Lowe. 
 
The artefact catalogues prepared by each specialist are found in Volume 6 of this report.  Separate 
artefact reports which form the basis of this summary are included in Volume 3, Section 8.  
  

                                                           
1
 Casey 2004, available at http://www.caseyandlowe.com.au/research/casey-pyrmont-2004.pdf. 

http://www.caseyandlowe.com.au/research/casey-pyrmont-2004.pdf
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4.1.3 Limitations 
Only selected groups of artefacts are discussed at length in this summary.  These come from 
contexts identified during the writing of the area trench reports and the excavation synthesis as 
being most worthy of discussion.  This limitation came about on account of the large scale of the 
site, the large number of artefacts recovered.  The analysis and discussion of artefacts from all other 
contexts has been covered in the individual artefact specialist reports (Vol 3, Section 8), which were 
written before this summary.   
 
This chapter of Volume 1 was written prior to Section 3, and formed an important set of 
information for the writing of the synthesis in Section 3.  Therefore most references to the 
excavation in Section 4 are to the trench reports in Volume 2, Section 7.   Some figure references 
are to maps and plans in Section 3 for ease of access.   
 
4.2 Overview of Artefacts 
The following brief overview presents a summary of the artefacts recovered within the entire site.  
There was a total of 29,847 artefacts recorded following the archaeological program undertaken at 
Darling Quarter it was possible to identify a minimum of 19,606 items (Appendix 5.3: Table 1).2  This 
count did not include bone and shell which are discussed below.   
 
Artefacts were recovered from the six main excavation areas: Area 4, Area 5, Area 6, Area 7, Area 8 
and Area 9, they were from 443 contexts in total (Table 3).  Area 8 had by far the highest number of 
artefacts (14,356 items) accounting for 73.2 per cent of the minimum item count from across the 
entire site; Area 7 contained 15.4 per cent of the assemblage, Area 9 had 5.8 per cent, Area 6 had 
4.8 per cent, Area 5 had 0.8 per cent, and Area 4 just 0.1 per cent of the items recovered during 
excavation (Table 2).  In Area 8 the majority of the artefacts were recovered from underfloor 
occupation deposits contained within workers’ cottages associated with Phase 6, with four of these 
in particular, contexts 8529 (2436 MIC), 8610 (2034 MIC), 8630 (2988 MIC) and 8850 (1646 MIC), 
together accounting for 61.7 per cent of the total Area 8 artefact assemblage (Table 3).3   
 
The artefacts recovered from Darling Quarter were all initially classified according to material class: 
miscellaneous or small finds (39.7%), ceramic (27.4%), glass (21.5%), metal (8.0%), organic (2.2%) 
and building material (1.2%) (Table 1).  In addition to these six artefact categories were 13,736 bone 
fragments and 3979 shell fragments, which were found across the site (Tables 4, 7).  A total of 320 
chicken egg shell fragments were also recovered from underfloor deposits in area 8 (Table 10). 
 
4.2.1 Bone and Shell 
Faunal material, animal bone and shell, were recovered in five of the six excavation areas (Tables 4, 
7), the exception being Area 4 which only had a total of 16 MIC artefacts recovered from seven 
contexts, none of which were bone or shell.  The quantities of bone and shell were measured by the 
Number of Identified Specimens (NISP) per taxon.  This is equivalent to the total number of bone or 
shell fragments per taxon, and the terms ‘number of fragments’ and NISP have been used 
interchangeably in this overview.  Shell quantities were also measured by Minimum Number of 
Individuals (MNI), which relies on the frequency of diagnostic morphological features or non-
repetitive elements (NRE) for each taxa, and by weight.  NISP, MNI and weight are all commonly 
used in archaeological shell analyses, and each have their strengths and weaknesses.  This overview 
will mostly use NISP, but the tables and the shell specialist report make reference to all three 
methods.  Where a number is given in this overview in association with shell, it should be 

                                                           
2
 All data and tables in this section can be found in Vol 5, Appendix 5.3, and/or the specialist artefact reports.  This count 

of artefacts excludes the bone and shell which were catalogued and quantified separately from the main artefact 
database.  The bone and shell is not calculated in these figures.  
3
 These figures do not include the bone and shell which are quantified separately. 
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understood to refer to NISP (or number of fragments), unless otherwise stated.  The cataloguing 
methodologies are identified in the specialists reports in Vol 3.   
 
At Darling Quarter faunal material was recovered from 238 contexts from all areas, except Area 4.  
The overwhelming majority of the bone was recovered in Area 8, with the 12,517 fragments 
representing 91.1 per cent of the total faunal assemblage found on site.  Bone was identified in 121 
contexts in Area 8, 69 contexts in Area 7 (6.7% total NISP), 31 contexts in Area 6 (1.2% total NISP), 
13 contexts in Area 9 (0.8% total NISP) and four contexts in Area 5 (0.1% total NISP) (Table 4).  
 
The large quantity of bone found in Area 8 is an indication of the underfloor occupation deposits 
found within the workers’ cottages associated with Phase 6.4  Three of these in particular, contexts 
8529 (2786 fragments), 8630 (3025 fragments) and 8850 (1738 fragments), account for 60.3 per 
cent of the bone assemblage within Area 8 (Figure 4.1).  The high rate of bone fragmentation, in 
particular within Area 8, is evident by the cataloguing of a large number of unidentified mammal 
bones, with the 4631 fragments accounting for 33.7 per cent of the total (Table 5).  The most 
commonly identified species is sheep, with the 4310 fragments representing 31.4 per cent of the 
faunal remains.  The next two most common groups were unidentified fish (2096 fragments, 15.3%) 
and European Rat (1120 fragments, 8.2%). 
 
Also features in Area 8 were cat (21), chicken (293), dog (61), domestic fowl (4), European rat 
(1119), goose (1), human (5), lizard (1), pig (163), rabbit (15), rodent (245), sheep (3652), snapper 
(1), unidentified bird (54), unidentified fish (2096), unidentified mammal bones (4625) and yabbie 
(1).  Contexts from Area 7 contained the most cattle bone (332 fragments),  as well as rare evidence 
of turtle shell (2) and unidentifiable animal (1).  Area 6 produced the only evidence of horse remains 
(3 fragments).  It should also be noted here that the human teeth were found in Area 8 (Tables 5, 
6), either molars or incisors, and were found in underfloor deposits (contexts 8529 and 8610) and 
the fill in a cesspit (9041).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.1: Example of some of the bone found in the gridded and sieved rear room underfloor deposit 

8529, House 11, Area 8. Grid squares B1, B2 and B3, in Spits 1, 2 and 3 (left to right). 10cm scale. 
Gallery2.   

                                                           
4
 In rooms where underfloor deposits were present, a 500mm by 500mm grid was set up and excavated by context in 

50mm spits.  The material was then 100 per cent wet sieved to guarantee the collection of all small artefacts expected in 
this type of deposit (such as pins, buttons, beads, seeds, small mammal and fish bones). 
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Underfloor deposits in Area 8 and another cesspit belonging to House 9 (8737, 8739) produced the 
only egg shell fragments recovered from the site (Table 10).  A total of 320 fragments were 
recovered from 11 contexts.  Most of the egg shell was found in the rear rooms or kitchens of the 
houses (292 fragments, 91.3%).  The largest exception to this pattern was seen in House 19 (11 
fragments in Room 1), but that house only had a single downstairs room for the first phase of its 
occupation.     
 
Unlike the bone where most of it came from Area 8, the majority of the shell at Darling Quarter was 
found in Area 7 (Tables 6, 7).  The 2623 shells (NISP) in Area 7 represent 65.9 per cent of the total 
shell assemblage, with Area 8 containing 1286 (NISP) or 32.4 per cent of the total shells.  Areas 7 
and 8 together represent 98.2 per cent of the total shell recovered on site, with Area 5 (13), Area 6 
(34) and Area 9 (23) all featuring only very small amounts (Table 7).  It is important to note that the 
Area 7 shells include samples taken from shell beds while shells from other areas generally related 
to human activities.   
 
The shell assemblage at Darling Quarter represents a wide range of species (Table 8) and reflects 
the harbour foreshore surrounds of the site.  The Sydney Rock Oyster (Saccostrea glomerata) is the 
most common species, with the 1361 (NISP) oyster shells or 34.2 per cent of the total assemblage.  
The next most commonly identified shells are the 724 Sydney Cockle (Anadara trapezia) (18.2%), 
the 632 Ceriths or Creepers (15.9%) and the 409 Small top shell (10.3%).  All these dominate species 
are indicative of a foreshore environment.  The remaining 853 shell fragments, which represented 
other shell types in smaller quantities, were also mainly representative of the natural habitat. 
 
Just under a quarter of the shell from Darling Quarter was found in one context in Area 7, with the 
1054 shells in context 8082 accounting for 26.4 per cent of the total shell assemblage.  This deposit 
features shells that are all very much indicative of the foreshore environs (Table 9), and was 
identified during excavation as being a natural harbour deposit.  The shells in this deposit were all 
identified as coming from shallow, intertidal, estuarine and rocky shore localities, with the most 
commonly represented, the Ceriths or Creepers found in shallow waters (520).5  These are 
discussed in detail in Section 3.2.5.4, this volume.6 
 
4.2.2 Building Materials 
A total of 19 individual categories of building materials  were recovered from across the site; a total 
of 229 items, with bricks the most common (Table 11).  The 74 bricks, mostly samples from 
structures, were 32.3 per cent of the building materials recovered from across the site.  The 
majority are sandstock bricks (62), either flat or with various shaped frogs (crescent, diamond, 
heart, oval or rectangle) (Figure 4.2).  The remaining 12 bricks were as machine-made (8), firebricks 
(3) and semi-plastic (1).  The majority of sandstock bricks had rectangular-shaped frogs (Table 12).  
The next most common building materials were examples of render and set (43) and mortar (40), 
these were dominated by the use of crushed and burnt shell (Tables 13, 14).  Shells, frequently 
taken from Aboriginal middens, were widely used as a source of lime up to the 1880s, with rock 
lime not becoming available until the 1840s and then still not widely used until the 1880s.7 
 
Overall the building materials catalogued from Darling Quarter indicated that there was a common 
tendency towards the reuse of materials over time, seen in both the surviving residential and 
industrial structures.  The brick-built housing in Area 8, constructed during Phase 6,  built by owner-
occupiers who leased out the adjoining residence, were mostly occupied by the workers in the area.  
The houses were built of sandstock bricks of mixed dates, including those with various shaped frogs 
as well as some without any frog (flat), and many whole and broken bricks showing evidence of 
                                                           
5
 Information from the Casey & Lowe shell database. 

6
 For further information see Specialists reports, Vol 3, Section 8.4 and 8.10.  

7
 Miskella 2012: 14, Vol 3, Section 8.11; Cryerhall, Vol 1, Section 3; Comber Consultants 2012, Vol 3, Section 8.9. 
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reuse.  Analysis of cesspits, toilet blocks and yard surfaces also demonstrated the continual reuse of 
materials throughout the occupation of the houses with the presence of early flat sandstock bricks 
found within the same structures as later machine-made bricks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.2: Sandstock frogged 
bricks. Top row, left to right: 
shallow heart (8820/#68252), 
crescent (8558/#68297), heart 
(8541/#68273). Bottom row, 
left to right: oval 
(8872/#68276, 8588/#68274), 
diamond (7998/ #68300). 
10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.2.3 Metals 
The metal artefacts, 1543 items, included a wide range of objects within a number of general 
function categories (Table 15).  Nail were the most common shape found, with the 1137 nails 
catalogued under architecture.  The nails are 73.2 per cent of the total metal assemblage.  The nails 
were catalogued into two specific functional categories within architecture, with 1090 nails 
identified with as being intended for structural use and 47 nails identified as being possibly 
structural/non-structural.  Overall the majority of the metal artefacts are associated with 
architecture, 1281 items or 82.1 per cent of the total metal assemblage which include: nails, hinges, 
brackets, screws, washers, bolts, spikes, latches, doorknobs and tacks. 
 
Some metal artefacts were associated with household, transportation and work activities.8  A total 
of 69 items are identified with various household functions of cooking (handle, hooks, trivet), 
fittings and furniture (escutcheons, hooks, knob, sash dog, screws, tacks), and lighting (lamp).  The 
60 items relating to transportation are associated with horses (buckle, chain, horseshoes, rings) and 
boat/ship construction (rollock, rollock bracket, thimbles, bolt, sheathing nails, sheathing tacks, 
spikes).  The presence of the latter group is not surprising given the location of the site and its 
surrounding environs on the harbour foreshore.  Several boat/ship artefacts appear to have been 
reused as furniture or toys by the residents of the houses in Areas 7 and 8.  The occurrence of 32 
work-related items, notably 26 tools (axes, chisels, ferrule, files, hammer, saw, screw driver, 
wedge), may also be seen as an indication of the immediate surrounding environment, with people 

                                                           
8
 These are discussed within Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2. 
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living in the houses being employed in the mill, foundry and other nearby industries (Figure 4.3).  
Other occupants operated small dray-cartage business from their yards. 
 
 

Figure 4.3: Selection of work-related metal items from Area 7. Back: sail thimbles (8038/#69200, #69199). 
Front: fishing/sounding lead (7959/#69232), rivet (8037/#69192), pulley (8037/#69177), chisel 
(8037/#69193). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 

4.2.4 Organics 
The organic category of artefacts includes materials such as: cork, cotton, grass, coconut, leather, 
plywood, rubber, seed, silk, sisal, wood and wool (Table 16).9  A total of 438 items, made from a 
range of organic materials, were found.  Many of these are items of clothing (169), and in particular 
footwear, such as shoe/boot (98) and shoe (26) (Figure 4.4).  These items of clothing, including non-
footwear items such as a belt, coat, textile bow, and stocking, represent 38.6 per cent of the organic 
category and were recovered in all areas of the site, except Area 4.  Most of the clothing was found 
in Area 7 (84), but also in Area 9 (44), Area 6 (20), Area 8 (15) and Area 5 (6).  The textiles used in 
the clothing included: cotton (1), cotton and rubber (1), leather (150), rubber (8), silk (4) and wool 
(5).  Food items are also included in this category, with coconut husks and various fruit and 
vegetable seeds accounting for 58 items.  Among these were 36 nectarine seeds.  Almost half of the 
food remains were recovered from Area 8, with the 28 items (48.3%) found in houses 7, 9, 11 and 
13.  In the case of House 9, they were found in both underfloor and the cesspit deposits associated 
(8737, 8739). 
 

                                                           
9
 See Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2. 
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Figure 4.4: Example of a duck-billed wood-pegged leather adult latchet shoe (9252/#8409). 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 

 
 
A total of 53 organic items were associated with architecture, all of these were objects entirely or 
partially made of wood.  The most interesting of these were 21 items linked to the workings of the 
harbour, and structures such as jetties, slipways and wharf identified.  Seven items identified as 
formwork, were samples taken from a jetty wall and its associated timber shoring/formwork found 
in Area 6 (Phase 4).  Also in Area 6, a timber slipway was found and 11 samples from its timber 
construction were taken (Phase 3).  In Area 4 a crossbeam and plank from part of a wharf were 
sampled (Phase 6), and in Area 6 a piece of timber from a possible wharf was also sampled (Phase 
7).  Wood samples from the slipway in Area 6 were identified as grey ironbark (Eucalyptus 
siderophloia) and blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis), while samples from the jetty wall in Area 6 were 
found to be blackbutt and messmate stringybark (Eucalyptus oblique).10  
 
4.2.5 Glass 
There were 4216 items (13,813 fragments) glass artefacts in ten general functional categories which 
were indicative of a domestic-related environment (Table 17).  The large discrepancy between the 
number of items and the number of fragments is due to the glass cataloguing methodology, 
whereby an item count (MIC) was not always assigned and only the number of fragments was 
entered into the database with the item count left as ‘0’.  This occurred mainly when there were a 
number of fragments that could not be definitely identified as belonging to the same item, such as 
bottle body fragments.11  This is in contrast to the cataloguing methodology followed for the 
ceramic and all other classes of materials whereby an MIC was always given, and so when tiny 
fragments identifiable only by their shared decorative type were catalogued together within the 
same context they were still given an MIC of ‘1’. 
 

                                                           
10

 See Kuiters 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.8. 
11

 Some examples of this from the artefact database are: beer/wine bottle with 185 fragments, ‘0’ MIC (#78675), 
beer/wine bottle with 154 fragments, ‘0’ MIC (#78561), beer/wine bottle with 150 fragments, ‘0’ MIC (#78545) and 
beer/wine bottle with 143 fragments, ‘0’ MIC (#75042). 
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The ten general functions represented by the glass, and identified as being associated with 
household uses included:  alcohol (1), architecture (471), beverage (1817), clerical (8), food (622), 
household (5), personal (48), pharmacy (140), service (32) and unidentified (1071).  The domestic 
nature of the glass assemblage is also confirmed by the areas where most of the glass was 
recovered, with 2495 items from Area 8 (59.2%) and 1065 items from Area 7 (25.3%), with both 
these areas featuring housing and together accounting for 84.5 per cent of the glass.12 
 
The category of beverage is the most commonly represented, with the 1817 items accounting for 
43.1 per cent of the glass.  Within this category, the most common shape is the 876 beer/wine 
bottles.  This shape is also the most common across the whole glass assemblage.  The beverage 
category contains both alcoholic and non-alcoholic items, with alcohol-related items being by far 
the most prevalent, numbering 1737 items and representing 95.6 per cent of the beverage category 
(Figure 4.5).  A large number of bottles, 841 items in total and representing 19.9 per cent of the 
total glass, could not be identified any more than with just the generic term ‘bottle’.  These were 
included in the unidentified general functional category, as the specific shape and or contents 
remained unknown during analysis.   
 
Although beverage is the most common function found, it is the category of food that contains the 
widest range of shapes (Table 17).  These include items associated with accoutrements for food 
(condiment, oil/vinegar, pickle/chutney, pickle, sauce and vinegar bottles), food storage (demijohn, 
jar), and tableware/serving (bowl, cruet, dishes, stemware, tableware, cups, decanters, salts, tray, 
tumblers).  The window glass (471 items) was either plain, plate or patterned, and mostly found in 
the underfloor deposits of the Area 8 workers’ housing.  The houses included evidence for 380 
window panes accounting for 80.7 per cent of the total window glass. 
 

 
Figure 4.5: Examples of glass alcohol-related bottles (left to right): champagne bottle (8278/#78390), 

champagne bottle (9201/#75176), champagne bottle (9201/#75177), beer/wine bottle 
(8295/#78636), beer/wine bottle (9206/#75189). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
  

                                                           
12

 Area 5 had just 54 items (1.3%), Area 6 had 232 items (5.5%) and Area 9 had 370 items (8.8%). 
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4.2.6 Ceramics 
There were 5373 ceramic items in 12 general functional categories.  Like the glass discussed above, 
they are indicative of a domestic-related environment (Table 18).  These categories include alcohol 
(1), beverage (227), clerical (43), food (2730), food/personal (5), household (101), personal (103), 
personal/food (2), pharmacy (5), service (1), unidentified (2144) and yard (11).  As with the glass, 
the overall domestic nature of the ceramic assemblage is confirmed by the areas of excavation 
where most of the ceramic was recovered, with 2831 items in Area 8 (52.7%) and 1370 items in 
Area 7 (25.5%).  Both these areas featured housing and together account for 78.2 per cent of the 
ceramics found on site.13  However unlike the glass artefacts, beverage is not the most dominant 
general function identified here, rather food is, with its 2,710 items representing just on half of the 
ceramic assemblage (50.8%). 
 
A large number of items were catalogued under the general function of unidentified.  These 2144 
items account for 39.9 per cent of the ceramics.  These included 1316 tiny unidentified items which 
were recovered from Area 8 and are a particular reflection of the excavation methodology used 
there, whereby the houses were gridded and the deposits wet sieved, meaning that the smallest of 
fragments were recovered and kept.  These completely unidentified fragments were all easily far 
less than 10 per cent of the original vessel size (<10%). 
 
The 2730 food-related items includes shapes associated with food preparation (bowls, 
colander/drainer, crock, dishes, pans, pie dish), serving (comports, dishes, drainer, jugs, ladle, 
platters, tureens), consumption (bowls, breakfast cups, cups, egg cups, mugs, plates, saucers, slop 
bowls, small plates, sugar bowls, teapots) and storage (fish/meat paste jars, ginger jars, jars). The 
majority of items were particularly associated with the direct consumption of food.  The high 
representation of tableware and teaware reflects their usage as part of day-to-day living.  Many of 
these items would have been used every day, and in the case of plates probably more than once a 
day, making them susceptible to knocks and breakages.  Plates are the most commonly identified 
shape within this assemblage, 1051 items or 19.6 per cent of the total ceramics found (Figure 4.6).  
The relatively high number of cups (488) and saucers (570) can also be seen as an indicator of 
frequent use and subsequent breakage. 
 
The relatively high number of ceramics that were unable to be identified by any shapes (1838 
items), are almost entirely represented by items of less than 10 per cent of their original vessel size 
(1837 items).  Out of the 5373 ceramics items recovered from the entire Darling Quarter site, the 
majority were represented by less than 10 per cent, with a total of 4597 items (85.6%) falling into 
this category (Table 19).  Out of these 4597 items, a total of 2672 (58.1%) are from Area 8 and are 
indicative of the underfloor deposits.  Overall only a very small number of ceramics were actually 
recovered whole (0.9%), with these 48 items were most made of durable stoneware.  The 40 whole 
stoneware items, 83.3 per cent of the whole ceramics, consist of blacking bottles (7), ginger beer 
bottles (2), ink bottles (6), jars (9), penny ink bottles (14) and stout bottles (2).  The remaining eight 
items are fine earthenware (1 bowl, 1 jar, 1 jar lid, 4 ointment/toothpaste jars) and Chinese-made 
fine stoneware (1 ginger jar lid). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
13

 Area 4 had just 1 item (0.0%), Area 5 had 69 items (1.3%), Area 6 had 478 items (8.9%), and Area 9 had 624 items 
(11.6%). 
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Figure 4.6: A purple transfer-
printed fine earthenware plate, 
in the Cologne pattern, 
attributed to Ralph Stevenson 
and Son, Cobridge, c.1832-1835 
(8338/#70068). 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 55 decorative types identified during the ceramic cataloguing is characteristic of the increasing 
range and availability of ceramic choices available in the marketplace during the mid and later 19th 
century (Table 20).  This range of ceramics is indicative of the domination that the United Kingdom 
ceramic industry achieved on the worldwide ceramic market during this period.  The wide range of 
decorative styles, available on a vast variety of shapes, and with price ranges to suit all budgets, 
meant that these imported ceramics so effectively dominated the field that the early locally 
produced ceramics, such as the lead-glazed and self-slipped wares, along with other imported 
ceramics, particularly those from China, were ultimately no longer able to maintain their 
competitiveness within the market of mass production and increasing accessibility to goods as the 
19th century advanced.   
 
Blue transfer print is the most common decorative type identified, with 1606 items representing 
over a quarter of the ceramic assemblage (29.8%).  Transfer printing enabled the consumer to 
choose from a seemingly infinite number of patterns, attainable in matching or complementary 
pieces, and eventually also in a number of colours other than blue.  Replacements could be easily 
found when needed, and at prices that ranged from the cheaper, more commonly mass-produced 
patterns made by many potteries, to the more expensive patterns, perhaps only made by one 
manufacturer.  Certainly as the 19th century progressed transfer printing became one of the most 
commonly sought after and available forms of decorative types on the market, and its overall 
popularity is further demonstrated here by the fact that a total of 2983 ceramics, representing just 
over half of the entire assemblage (55.5%) features this technique, in a variety of colours (blue, 
black, brown, green, purple and red) and finishes (pearlware, flow, clobbered and multi-coloured). 
 
4.2.7 Miscellaneous 
The miscellaneous category of artefacts included 7789 items across all areas of Darling Quarter.  
This makes it the most common artefact category on the site, forming 39.7 per cent of the total 
artefact assemblage (Table 1).  Miscellaneous objects are often small and intact, they can be made 
of one or multiple materials and used for many different purposes.  As with the glass and ceramics 
artefact categories, the miscellaneous items are also mainly indicative of a domestic-related 
environments.  In particular they can reveal the familial environment, with the presence of items 
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specifically associated with individuals of different genders and ages, such as children with baby 
feeding bottles, slate boards and pencils, and a range of toys.  Other miscellaneous items can 
provide insight into the types of clothing and jewellery worn and many aspects of the lives of the 
residents, including marital status, ethnicity, occupations, wealth, education, health, hygiene, 
political affiliations and even religious beliefs. 
 
Due to the multitude of objects included in the miscellaneous category some 36 general functions 
were recorded, several having possible multiple functions (Table 21).  These include architecture 
(5), arms (8), arms/work (7), beverage (7), clerical (532), clerical/recreational (3), economy (94), 
economy/recreational (3), economy/recreational/personal (1), food (73), food/beverage (8), 
food/household (1), food/personal (1), friendly society (1), household (2146), household/personal 
(51), household/recreational (4), household/service (2), industry (1), industry/pharmacy (2), 
personal (3252), personal/household (50), personal/recreational (1), personal/transport (4), 
pharmacy (4), recreational (1375), recreational/household (1), recreational/unidentified (1), 
recreational/work (1), service (10), transport (18), transport/industry (1), unidentified (104), work 
(7) and work/unidentified (10).  Again like the glass and ceramic, the overall domestic nature of the 
miscellaneous artefact assemblage is confirmed by the area of excavation where the majority were 
found.  Almost all of the miscellaneous artefacts were recovered during sieving of the underfloor 
occupation deposits within the workers’ housing in Area 8 (7462 items, 95.8%).14 
 
The three dominant general function categories were 3252 personal (41.8%), 2146 household 
(27.6%) and 1375 recreational items (17.7%) (Table 21).  Together they account for 87 per cent of 
the total miscellaneous assemblage.  Of the personal artefacts most relate to clothing (1176) and 
jewellery (1900), in particular buttons (910) and beads (1849) (Figure 4.7, Figure 4.8).  Sewing items 
(2,014) are the most common in the household category, with 1985 pins, all found in Area 8.  The 
sewing items were one quarter (25.5%) of the entire miscellaneous assemblage.  The recreational 
category artefacts were associated with smoking (751) and toys (570), in particular tobacco pipes 
(750) and marbles (526). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.7: A selection of 
buttons and studs from 
House 9, Room 2 underfloor 
deposit (8610). 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 

 
 
  

                                                           
14

 Area 4 had just one item (0.0%), Area 5 had five items (0.1%), Area 6 had 87 items (1.1%), Area 7 had 198 items (2.5%) 
and Area 9 had 36 items (0.5%). 
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Figure 4.8: A selection of beads from House 13, Room 2 underfloor deposit (8630). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
4.2.8 Country of Manufacture 
Of the 19,466 artefacts recovered from Darling Quarter only 6751 or 34.4 per cent we able to be 
allocated a country of manufacture during cataloguing (Table 22).  Country of manufacture 
indicates where items were being imported from and their availability to the consumer.  The United 
Kingdom was the principal source of 4564 items or 67.6 per cent.  Artefacts within the categories of 
building material (4), ceramic (5373), glass (205), metal (1), miscellaneous (1167) and organic (1) 
have been assigned countries of manufacture (Table 23).  The United Kingdom was the main 
identified source for ceramics (82.6%), England for glass (42%), and Germany for miscellaneous 
artefacts (45.8%).  The most countries of manufacture were identified in the miscellaneous 
category.  Among these, of particular interest are Belgium (tobacco pipes), Canada (tobacco pipes), 
China (coins), Czechoslovakia (beads), Holland (tobacco pipes), Ireland (buttons), Italy (religious 
medals) and Peru (coin, Figure 4.9).  Germany features strongly in the miscellaneous group as it was 
the main manufacturer of toys to the world during the 19th century and numerous marbles found 
in the Area 8 houses were imported from there. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.9: Obverse and reverse of 
a 1688 Spanish colonial copper 
cob of ‘Pillars and Waves’ type. 
Made in Lima, Peru. From House 
9, Room 2 underfloor deposit 
(8610/#80909). 1cm scale 
divisions. Gallery2. 

 
4.3 Area 4: PN Russell Foundry 
In Area 4 a very small number of 
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artefacts were found, 16 MIC in total from eight contexts (Table 24).15  , These artefacts were: 
building materials (6), ceramic (1), metals (6), miscellaneous (1) and organic items (2). These items 
and their individual contexts and their date ranges are listed in Table 25. No further analysis of 
these artefacts in this overview.   
 
 
4.4 Area 5: PN Russell Railway Carriage Workshops and Boiler House16 
Area 5 was largely below the original high water mark, and as such hosted little activity until land 
reclamation occurred in the 1830s.  An 1842 map of proposed subdivisions and street layouts 
included Area 5 and showed this area was bounded by Barker Street to the west, Thomas Street to 
the south and Duncan Street to the east (Figure 3.5.61).  The northern side of Area 5 was bound by 
an un-named lane between Steam Mill Street and Thomas Street, with the exception of the eastern 
end which extended up to Steam Mill Street.  The first historical reference specific to the area was 
in 1853 when Area 5 was sold to James Lindsay Travers and by 1856 he had constructed several 
buildings, a wharf, and a tramway on the main block.  In 1861 PN Russell purchased Travers’ land 
and an 1865 plan of the area indicated several new buildings had been constructed while the 
northeast portion remained undeveloped.  In 1869 Russell redeveloped his main block into a 
railway carriage workshop and the northeast block contained a boiler house and lumber yard 
associated with the carriage works. 
 
In 1875 the carriage works closed down due to industrial action and by 1877 the building was listed 
as a store.  An 1888 plan of Sydney annotates the former carriage works as the Jennings Building 
Yard (Figure 2.22) however this function of the building was brief, as by 1893 it had become the 
base for the NSW Fruit Exchange Co-operative Co Ltd.  In 1901 the Fruit Exchange incorporated the 
entire area between Barker, Duncan, Thomas, and Steam Mill Streets.  This involved the demolition 
of the structures north of the unnamed lane and the construction of a new building extending from 
the former carriage factory.  This structure remained the home of the NSW Fruit Exchange until it 
was occupied by York Motors in 1935.  It was demolished in the 1980s as part of the redevelopment 
of Darling Harbour. 
 
The key developments in Area 5 involved 1830s-1840s reclamation, the 1869 PN Russell carriage 
workshop and boiler house, the 1901 expansion of the NSW Fruit Exchange building, and the 1980s 
Darling Harbour redevelopment.  The more significant archaeological features identified and 
excavated included several pre-boiler house features associated with activities not specifically 
referenced in historical sources, the boiler house for the carriage workshop constructed in 1869, a 
crane base associated with the boiler house, and some wear on the boiler house structure related 
to its operation. 
 
A total of 149 artefacts (337 fragments) were recovered from 16 contexts in Area 5 (Table 26).17  As 
half of these contexts are comparatively insignificant they are not discussed further within this 
artefact overview.  These contexts included general clearance and unstratified finds (9101), 
machine excavated demolition fill (9104), industrial waste fill (9107), partially excavated levelling 
fills (9140, 9141, 9142, 9153), and a fill within a ‘corridor’ of the boiler house (9158).  The remaining 
eight significant contexts relate to Phase 6 occupation in the 1840s to 1860s (9167, 9169, 9171, 
9173) and Phase 7 in the 1860s to 1900 (9105, 9106, 9121, 9123). 
 
 

                                                           
15

 No bone or shell was found in Area 4. 
16

 Information on the history and excavation of Area 5 is sourced from Harrop 2009, Vol 2, Section 7.1. 
17

 These figures do not include the bone and shell which are quantified separately.  
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4.4.1 Phase 6: Drainage channel fills 
The four contexts identified with Phase 6 are all fills within four ditches that possibly channelled 
waste from nearby industries south/southwest into the harbour.  All were linear straight cuts 
aligned between north-south and northwest-southwest that had been cut into earlier Phase 5 
(1830s-1840s) reclamation fills prior to the boiler house development in Phase 7.  The number of 
artefacts contained in the fills were quite small, fill 9167 had five items (16 fragments), fill 9169 had 
only two items (4 fragments), fill 9171 only three items (3 fragments) and fill 9173 had eight items 
(15 fragments) (Table 27).  All four fills contained leather footwear and off cuts, suggesting that the 
ditches were perhaps carrying waste from a nearby tannery or leather-working site, with both adult 
and children’s shoes identified.  Not all were made locally, one suede ankle boot (9173/#8205) was 
purchased from the London boot and shoemaker J. Davies and Son (c.1820-1859).18  Overall the 
dateable items can be seen to be generally indicative of a Phase 6 period of deposition.  Although 
there are two exceptions that suggest some contamination occurred in two fills, a paint tin can or 
pail in fill 9169 dating from 1890 and a beer bottle in fill 9173, featuring the embossed logo for the 
Black Horse Brewery, South Hay, NSW, dating between 1879 to 1899.19 
 
4.4.2 Phase 7: Boiler house structure 
The four significant contexts were identified with Phase 7 and contained structural artefacts from 
the boiler house built in 1869 (Table 28).  Render, mortar and a brick were sampled from the L-
shaped wall forming the east and south walls (9105); render from the west wall (9106); concrete 
from the floor surface (9121); and a brick, mortar and render from the east-west aligned length of 
wall (9123).  All these surviving structural materials have dates that fall within the Phase 7 period, 
with some noted as having been reused.20 
 
The faunal remains recovered in Area 5 were very small in number, comprising just nine bone 
fragments from four contexts (Table 29).  This bone, including cattle (3), sheep (5) and unidentified 
bird (1), was recovered in contexts associated with general clearance and unstratified finds (9101), 
partially excavated levelling fills (9140, 9153), and a fill within a ‘corridor’ of the boiler house (9158).  
These four contexts are among those previously identified as being comparatively insignificant 
archaeologically and requiring no further analysis of the artefacts.21 
 
Thirteen shells were recovered from five contexts in Area 5 (Table 30).  These included general 
clearance and unstratified finds (9101), industrial waste fill (9107), and partially excavated levelling 
fills (9142, 9153).  Only one shell, a Sydney cockle, was found within a context identified as being of 
any interest, this being one of the fills (9169) contained in one of the four drainage channels 
associated with Phase 6 (1840s to 1860s).  Just three species were identified in Area 5, including the 
Sydney rock oyster (6), mud oyster (4) and Sydney cockle (3).  No further analysis of the artefacts 
will be undertaken for Area 5.  
 
  

                                                           
18

 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 2.2.2. 
19

 Casey & Lowe artefact database; Harris 2012, Vol 3, Section 8.3: Table 3.2. 
20

 Casey & Lowe artefact database; Miskella 2012, Vol 3, Section 8.11: Subsection 3.1. 
21

 Significant contexts for artefact analysis were identified in consultation with Abi Cryerhall.  
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4.5 Area 6: Barker’s Jetty, Reclamation Activity and Miller & Harrison’s Timber Yard22 
Originally Area 6 was almost entirely below the high water mark and early historic plans indicate 
that the eastern portion was in the intertidal zone (Vol 4: Plan 9.11).  Adjacent to this part of the 
foreshore and harbour was land (Area 9) initially owned by Cooper and Levey, who built a steam-
powered grain mill in the mid 1820s.  By 1826 the firm had a large wharf on the harbour front, a 
steam engine and five-storey stone grain store.  In 1827 Thomas Barker bought the mill and lands 
from Cooper and Levey and in 1829 he also purchased property to the north (Area 8) with frontage 
onto Bathurst Street and Cockle Bay.  Thomas Barker retired in 1834 and leased the mill to his 
brother James and business partner Ambrose Hallen, the Colonial Architect.  During the late 1820s 
and 1830s the mill and industrial processing businesses expanded with finger wharfs and other 
buildings (Figure 3.5.6 and Figure 3.5.7).  One of these was a substantial ‘finger wharf’ that 
dominated Area 6 from 1830. 
 
Thomas Barker re-emerged from retirement when James Barker and Hallen became bankrupt in 
late 1839, and took over the running of the mill once again.  From the 1830s and 1842 the harbour-
fronting land owned by Barker was also partly reclaimed creating new areas for subdivision and 
residential development.  At the time it was proposed that the land around the mill complex 
(including Areas 5 and 8) be subdivided into 108 building lots and sold.  To that end some houses 
had been constructed along Barker Street by 1850.  At this time the boundaries of Area 6 formed 
with the northern side of the large finger wharf being incorporated into the partially reclaimed land 
although to the south it remained partly harbour.  Area 6 was not subdivided for sale but continued 
to provide access to the harbour from the mill complex. 
 
While Area 6 was reclaimed in the 1850s there were no buildings on it during the 1850s and the 
early 1860s although the wharf and harbour access did alter and develop during this time.  The land 
was utilised by Barker for access to the harbour and presumably as a yard for holding goods and 
raw materials awaiting transportation.  Barker had also diversified into tweed production in the 
1840s and the large open spaces around the mill complex were used as tenter grounds.23  By 1865 
Barker’s old wharfage had been remodelled (Figure 3.5.1).  Drains were laid to run from the back of 
the houses fronting Sussex Street, across the area once occupied by the mill ponds, along the line of 
Thomas Street and to discharge into Darling Harbour.  The area to the south of Thomas Street was 
also now being developed, with large buildings and a tramway leading to the wharf. 
 
By the late 1870s the commercial premises on the west side of Barker Street formed a continuous 
line of wharfage along the edge of Thomas Barker’s original property.  In the course of this 
redevelopment Barker’s mill, now a dual occupancy factory producing flour in one part and tweed 
in the other, lost its physical connection with Darling Harbour that had once been an integral part of 
its operations.  By 1875 the area to the south of Thomas Street was F Miller & G B Harrison’s timber 
yard with its own wharf and by 1880 the company’s premises included workshops, steam sawmills, 
stables and sheds.  The company continued to be associated with the site until at least 1917 and in 
the following year the land was vested in the Railway Commissioners.  The next owners, Moxon and 
Company Ltd, timber and glass merchants, had an equally long association with the site which 
lasted until the 1970s, during which time the site continued to be used as a timber yard.  Between 
1973 and 1984 the timber yard closed, leaving a vacant site with an old brick building, which was 
used for car parking and other activities and still owned by the State Rail Authority of NSW. 
 

                                                           
22

 Information on the history and excavation of Area 6 is sourced from Cryerhall, Hincks and Harrop 2010, Vol 2, Section 
7.2. 
23

 Tenter is the name of the frame on which cloth is stretched and held taut during the various phases of its manufacture, 
especially while it dries. 
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A total of 936 artefacts (1615 fragments) were recovered from 73 contexts in Area 6 (Table 31).24  
The most significant part of Area 6 was the harbour side of Barker’s mill complex, with the majority 
of the archaeological contexts being imported fills.  Only 20 significant contexts are discussed in this 
section.  There were 73 contexts with artefact from Area 6.25  These significant contexts relate to 
Phase 4 jetty fills (8426, 8480) and jetty surfaces (8339); Phase 5 reclamation fills (8371, 8399, 8250, 
8251, 8245, 8252, 8280, 8281); Phase 6 post-reclamation development in the form of yard surfaces 
(8232, 8244, 8278, 8289), a drain associated with Barker’s mill (8344) and a drain associated with 
Barker’s mill pond (8430); and Phase 7 industrial development identified by a surface accumulation 
(8276) and a dump related to the occupation of the timber yard (8258).26 
 
A notable artefact from a context outside this group was a black blade rifle gunflint (8483/#80464) 
reused as a strike-a-light found in a Phase 3 tidal accumulation deposit.  Made from c.1780 to 
c.1880 for flintlock weapons it was the only complete gunflint found at the site.  Flint, until the end 
of the 19th century, was commonly carried in tinderboxes and struck with a steel to create a spark 
and light fires.27 
 
4.5.1 Phase 4: Jetty fills 
Although a large number of fills were identified as being specifically used to create Barkers Jetty, 
Phase 4 (1820s to late 1830s), most contained no artefacts.  The jetty was built by the 1830s and 
two of the fills were found to contain a very small number of artefacts.  Five items (5 frags) in these 
fills were from context 8426 and a single item (1 frag) in 8480 (Table 32).  The two most interesting 
artefacts in this small collection are the off cut from the outsole of an adult leather welted shoe 
made between c.1812 to c.1860, and a self-tied bundle of twisted strands of sisal probably used to 
make rope.28 
 
4.5.2 Phase 4: Jetty surface 
Although a number of contexts were identified as relating to the occupation/use of the jetty, few 
had any artefacts.  One patch of accumulated deposit (8339) over the jetty surface contained a 
single coin, a George IV 1825-1827 British halfpenny (#80445).29  The deposit was noted as not 
being very extensive and contained frequent wood chips and sawdust, perhaps the result of 
temporary woodworking.30 
 
4.5.3 Phase 5: Reclamation fills 
Across Area 6 there were extensive reclamation fills consisting of clays, crushed sandstone and 
industrial waste dating to Phase 5 (late 1830s to 1840s).  A number of context numbers were 
assigned to these bulk reclamation fills, however again only eight fills contained artefacts.  These 
fills were: 8245 with three items (3 fragments); 8250 with four items (7 fragments); 8251 with nine 
items (13 fragments); 8252 with 11 items (13 fragments); 8280 with 35 items (51 fragments); 8281 
with eight items (9 fragments); 8371 with 35 items (36 fragments); and 8399 with 13 items (29 
fragments) (Table 33).31  Although the artefacts in these eight fills varied in number they contained 
similar types of artefacts which are generally indicative of domestic/residential waste.  There was 

                                                           
24

 These figures do not include the bone and shell which are quantified separately. 
25

 For example, the most number of artefacts in Area 6 were recovered in context 8201, the number assigned to artefacts 
collected during initial clearance and unstratified finds. These 143 items (259 fragments) represented 15.3 per cent of the 
total Area 6 artefact assemblage. 
26

 The context numbers for both of these fills (8344, 8430) is the same as the drain number. Bricks were samples from the 

structure.   
27

 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 2.3.2. 
28

 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 2.3.3. Two sections of sisal rope were also found washed onto the rocky 
shore amongst sand and silt during Phase 3 (8284/#8410, #8411). 
29

 Exact year mint date within the 1820s period of George IV reign is illegible. 
30

 Cryerhall, Hincks and Harrop 2010, Vol 2, Section 7.2. 
31

 These figures do not include the bone and shell which are quantified separately. 
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one maritime connection with the fishing weight (8280/#69451) made from a tightly rolled lead 
sheet.  Fill 8371 was different as it contained 34 off cuts of wood that were possibly by-products 
from surrounding industries.   
 
The dateable artefacts in these eight fills correspond with the Phase 5 period of reclamation, with 
the most recent item, in fill 8280, being an unidentified fine earthenware flat base fragment 
featuring the remains of a blue flow registration diamond indicating that it was first registered in 
1844 (#59235).  Five of the fills contained ceramics with identified patterns (Table 34), with the 
‘Willow’ (11), ‘Fibre’ (2), ‘Irish Scenery’ (1), ‘Two Temples II’ (1) and ‘The Cowman’ (1) patterns all 
commonly recognised on Sydney historical excavations in deposits dating from the early and mid 
19th century. 
 
4.5.4 Phase 6: 1840s to 1860s Residential and Industrial Development 
After reclamation Area 6 remained part of Barker’s mill complex, providing the access point to the 
harbour.  Evidence for extensive levelling and ground consolidation were recorded across the area, 
mostly in test trenches and sections.  Distinct yard surfaces, made from imported topsoil-like 
material, were recorded across the area and two drainage or channel features associated with 
Barker’s mill in Area 9 also crossed through Area 6. 
 
4.5.4.1 Yard Surfacing 
Samples of yard surfacing over the Phase 5 reclamation fills were taken from test trenches, with 
surface 8232 featuring nine items (23 fragments), 8244 with seven items (12 fragments), 8278 with 
12 items (16 fragments), and 8289 with 33 items (40 fragments) (Table 35).32  Surface 8232, 8244 
and 8278 was described as grey silty clay, very similar to an old topsoil layer and interpreted as 
representing the first yard surface after reclamation and dating to Phase 6.  On top of this silty clay 
surface were decaying wooden planks, likely to have been dumped across the yard surface and then 
sealed by later levelling events.33 
 
Unlike 8232, 8244 and 8278, surface 8289 consisted of blackened very compact bitumen and gravel 
and it overlay a very compact crushed yellow sandstone fill used as levelling over the jetty surface 
after reclamation.34  Although surface 8289 contains more artefacts than the other three combined, 
the range of items in all four are markedly similar and are again generally indicative of 
domestic/residential waste, and also feature very similar date ranges. 
 
Just over half of the 61 items were associated with the consumption of food and beverages, and 
although the majority of the items feature very broad dates of manufacture, as they did in the 
reclamation fills of Phase 5, the dateable artefacts in these four yard surfaces can be seen to 
generally correspond with Phase 6.  A handful of the items are specifically dated as beginning 
manufacture in either the 1840s or 1850s, including a green transfer-printed ‘Rhine’ pattern plate 
dating from c.1845+, a semi-vitreous fine earthenware plate dating from the 1840s+, a champagne 
bottle dating from the 1850s to 1920s, and a Jews harp dating from c.1840 to 1951 (Table 35).35  
Just one item was identified as possibly dating later than Phase 6, a fragment of a wire-drawn iron 
nail dating from c.1870 to c.1890 in yard surface 8244 (#69463).  However given the size of the 
artefact and the nature of the deposit, it is possibly contamination from later levelling fill, context 
8239.  All five fills contained ceramics with identified patterns (Table 36), with the ‘Willow’ (11), 
‘Rhine’ (1), ‘Sydney’ (1), ‘Eton College’ (1), ‘Burmese’ (1) and ‘Two Temples II’ (1) patterns all again 
commonly found on Sydney historical excavations.  Blue is again the most common colour used for 
these patterns, with just the ‘Rhine’ and ‘Sydney’ patterns being in green. 

                                                           
32

 These figures do not include the bone and shell which are quantified separately. 
33

 Cryerhall, Hincks and Harrop 2010, Vol 2, Section 7.2. 
34

 Cryerhall, Hincks and Harrop 2010, Vol 2, Section 7.2. 
35

 Casey & Lowe artefact database. 
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4.5.4.2 Drainage 
Two drainage features associated with Barker’s mill in Area 9 crossed through Area 6 and were 
constructed after Phase 5 reclamation.  A north-south oriented brick channel (8344) crossed 
through the eastern part of Area 6 and was used to draw salt water from the harbour to the mill’s 
steam engine, while an east-west oriented overflow drain (8430) also associated with the mill pond 
was identified in the southern part of Area 6 (Section 3.5.10.2 and Section 3.5.11.1).36  The 13 items 
from drain 8344 are associated with both its structure and fill, while the 3 items from drain 8430 
are from its structure only (Table 37).  Both the drains were identified as being constructed from 
bricks that were intentionally sourced for their construction, and were not made using reused bricks 
from elsewhere.37  Drain 8344 was constructed of flat sandstock bricks, both whole and broken, 
dating between c.1800 to 1860, whereas drain 8430 was made of sandstock bricks with rectangular 
frogs that dated slightly later, between c.1840 to 1870. 
 
4.5.5 Phase 7: 1860s to 1900 Residential and Industrial Development 
During Phase 7 the area became associated with timber yards and associated buildings.  In the 
1860s the area was leased to George Dent who operated a timber yard and in 1875 Barker sold 
Area 6 land to timber merchants Miller & Harrison.  By 1880 the buildings included a steam sawmill, 
boiler house, various sheds and stables and the waterfront had been formalised with extensive 
timber wharfage.  The surviving remains of these included fireplace/footings for a building fronting 
Duncan Street as well as sandstone footings for a structure along the southern boundary with Area 
7.  Evidence of yard surfaces, services and levelling fills was also identified. 

On the southern boundary of Area 6 with Area 7 were the remains of sandstone footings for the 
east, north and south walls of a building (8205).  Within these footings was a damaged stone 
surface (8217) with pockets of a silty accumulation (8276).  It was identified during excavation that 
this accumulation was probably contaminated by the later demolition fills associated with Phase 
9.38  The surface accumulation contained just eight artefacts (Table 38) suggesting deposition 
occurred sometime between the 1860s and 1900.  Two of these were kaolin tobacco pipes with 
marks, one manufactured by Thomas Davidson, of Glasgow, from 1862-1911 (#80426), and the 
other identified as being in the Irish navvy/dudeen style made from c.1860-c.1930 (#80427).39 

A localised patch of silty clay containing artefacts was identified overlaying surfaces associated with 
the later 19th-century timber yard.  This deposit (8258) was identified during excavation as being 
associated with domestic occupation of the timber yard rather than an industrial or timber yard 
related assemblage.40  Deposit 8258 contained 48 items (126 fragments) indicative of domestic 
waste (Table 39).  Twenty-six items are identified as beverage-related, representing 54.2 per cent of 
this context, 20 of these are beer/wine bottles.  Items associated with the serving and consumption 
of food are also suggestive of a domestic dump, with an oil/vinegar bottle, serving dish, plates, 
tumbler, breakfast and other cups identified.  All the artefacts have very broad date ranges, with 
none specifically identified with Phase 7, including the four artefacts featuring manufacturer marks 
(Table 40). 
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 Miskella 2012, Vol 3, Section 8.11. 
37

 Miskella 2012, Vol 3, Section 8.11. 
38

 Cryerhall, Hincks and Harrop 2010, Vol 2, Section 7.2. 
39

 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 2.3.2, Tables 2.12, 2.13. 
40

 Cryerhall, Hincks and Harrop 2010, Vol 2, Section 7.2. 
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4.5.6 Animal Bone and Shell in Area 6 
 
4.5.6.1 Animal Bone 
The faunal remains recovered in Area 6 were small in number, with 168 bone fragments found in 31 
contexts (Table 41).  Six animal species were identified, including cattle (75), chicken (5), dog (1), 
horse (3), pig (1) and sheep (83).  The cattle bone was 44.6 per cent of the total Area 6 bone 
assemblage, with sheep bone representing 49.4 per cent.  Together the sheep and cattle bone 
formed 94 per cent of the total bone.   
 
Only a small quantity of faunal remains were found within the artefact-bearing contexts of the bulk 
reclamation fills associated with Phase 5 and the yard surfaces identified with Phase 6 (discussed 
above).  A total of 32 animal bones were found in eight of the bulk reclamation fills.  Eighteen of 
cattle bone formed 56.3 per cent of total bone and the 14 sheep bone the remaining 43.7 per cent.  
They were found in fills 8241 (1 cattle), 8245 (3 cattle, 1 sheep), 8250 (4 sheep), 8251 (1 cattle, 1 
sheep), 8252 (1 cattle, 2 sheep), 8280 (9 cattle, 4 sheep), 8281 (1 cattle, 2 sheep) and 8399 (2 
cattle). 
 
All the artefacts in the reclamation fills, including the bone, were derived from elsewhere showing 
that the fills were more likely secondary rather than primary depositional contexts.  Sixteen bones 
(50%) in the reclamation fills show evidence of commercial butchery, 15 cattle bones had marks 
made by a butchers saw and one sheep bone with a cut from a knife or cleaver.41  This suggests that 
at least half of the bone in the reclamation fills came from either a butcher’s shop or an abattoir.42 
 
Three of the Phase 6 yard surfaces contained only a small amount of faunal material.  The eight 
bones were from surfaces 8232 (1 chicken), 8278 (2 cattle, 2 chicken) and 8289 (1 cattle, 1 chicken, 
1 sheep). 
 
4.5.6.2 Shell 
Only 34 shells were recovered from 15 contexts in Area 6 (Table 42) and included six species: Club 
Mud Whelk (4), Mud Oyster (4), Sydney Rock Oyster (21), Sydney Cockle (3), Tiger Cowry (1) and 
Red triton (1), with the Sydney rock oyster representing 61.8 per cent of the total.  Small numbers 
of shell were found within the bulk Phase 5 reclamation fills.  No shell was found in the yard 
surfaces identified with Phase 6, but one was recovered from one of the two brick drains associated 
with Barker’s mill.  Five of the bulk reclamation fills contained shell, in fills 8251 (1 Club Mud 
Whelk), 8252 (1 Sydney Rock Oyster), 8280 (2 Sydney Rock Oysters), 8371 (4 Sydney Rock Oysters) 
and 8399 (1 Sydney Cockle; 2 Sydney Rock Oysters), with the nine Sydney rock oysters in total 
representing 81.8 per cent of the reclamation fill shell.  The north-south oriented brick channel 
(8344), identified with Phase 6 and used to draw salt water from the harbour to Barker’s mill steam 
engine, contained a single Mud Oyster. 
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4.6 Area 7: Brook’s Slaughter House, Murphy’s Wharfage, Soap and Candle Manufactory43 
Area 7 was bounded on the north by James Street, to the east by Harbour Street, to the south by 
Liverpool Street and the Chinese Gardens, and to the west by Tumbalong Park (originally the 
foreshore of Darling Harbour; Figure 3.1.1 and Figure 3.1.2).  Almost all of Area 7 was below the 
1820s high water mark, however early intertidal property boundaries or land claims may have 
existed.  Circa 1814 Captain Richard Brooks was granted land at Cockle Bay and established a 
slaughterhouse and curing yard, with a small area of Brook’s original grant falling within Area 7.  
Brooks did not reside at Cockle Bay and in 1833 the property was leased to John Verge, later 
Government Architect, on a 21 year lease.  Reclamation of the foreshore began during Verge’s 
tenancy, between 1832 to 1852.  During this period a wharf was built and the corner of Sussex and 
Liverpool Streets was subdivided into small allotments. 
 
Much of the residential and commercial development of Area 7 occurred during the 1840s to the 
1860s, characterised by a period of construction and development that included levelling fills and 
ground preparation over reclamation, the construction of the Union Wharf (later known as 
Murphy’s Wharf), the construction of a cottage on the southern boundary of the northern 
allotment, the institution of fencing and drainage, and the presence of the Soap and Candle 
Manufactory in the northeast area of the property (which ceased production around 1860). 
 
From the 1860s through to the resumptions of 1900, Area 7 was used extensively as stables, yards 
and industrial work areas.  Following the cessation of the Soap and Candle Manufactory, the 
northeast area was used for metalworking, using the extant buildings as well as erecting new ones.  
By 1880 they housed Bigge’s Iron Foundry and by c.1888 the Cobalt Smelting Works.  By 1880 the 
northwest area had been subsumed by Salisbury Contractors for the Fresh Food and Ice Company.  
By the mid 1920s the southern wharfage area was in-filled and Murphy’s Wharf became part of the 
Darling Harbour Goods Yard until all the buildings were demolished in the 1980s.  The northern 
wharfage area remained as a delivery depot for the Fresh Food & Ice Company until at least 1984 
when the property was included in the construction of the Western Distributor and the commercial 
redevelopment of Darling Harbour. 
 
A total of 3002 artefacts (7800 fragments) were recovered from 120 contexts in Area 7 (Table 43), 
with an additional 927 bone fragments in 65 contexts (Table 44) and 2623 shell in 60 contexts 
(Table 45).  As stated earlier, Area 7 contains the largest quantity of shell found on site, 65.9 per 
cent of the entire shell assemblage from Darling Quarter (Table 7).  Similar to the above discussion 
of Areas 4, 5 and 6, only some of the contexts in Area 7 will be discussed further.44  These contexts 
relate to Phase 3 early foreshore activity in the form of intertidal deposits (7919, 8058, 8059, 8079, 
8078) and natural harbour deposits (8053, 8074, 8082); Phase 5 reclamation fill (7906) and a 
sandstock brick barrel drain (7995); and Phase 7 occupation deposits associated with a cottage 
(8004, 7981) and its verandah (8043, 7987), the demolition of the cottage (7953, 8099), the fill from 
a cesspit associated with the cottage (8037), and a dump (8330). 
 
4.6.1 Phase 3: 1788 to 1820s Early Foreshore Activity 
The contexts identified with Phase 3 comprise of deposits described as intertidal wash (7919, 8058, 
8059, 8079, 8078) and natural harbour deposits (8053, 8074, 8082), with much of Area 7 part of the 
original foreshore prior to reclamation in the 1830s.  The waters on the eastern side of Darling 
Harbour were quite shallow, requiring the construction of jetties to reach deeper water to 
accommodate vessels.  They also had potential for considerable land reclamation and subsequent 
development.  Sand and shell deposits were found underlying and accumulating around a series of 
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timber fences located within the original foreshore zone, with these timber fences perhaps relating 
to Captain Brooks’ early ownership of the land between c.1814 to 1833.45 
 
4.6.1.1 Intertidal Deposits 
The intertidal deposits are dominated by shell, with a combined total of 520 shells sampled from 
contexts 7919, 8058, 8059, 8078 and 8079 (Table 46).  The most commonly represented shell is the 
Sydney Rock oyster, with the 358 shell fragments representing 68.8 per cent of the intertidal shell.  
The next most commonly represented species are the Sydney cockle, with 101 shells (19.4%), 
followed by the Club mud whelk, with 34 shells (6.5%).  These three shell types together represent 
94.8 per cent of the shell sampled from the intertidal deposits, with the remaining species identified 
with single digit numbers.  One fragment of bone was also found in deposit 7919, part of a cow 
cranium with a rock oyster shells stuck to it (#3816).46   
 
One Sydney cockle shell in context 8078 was dated to 1675 – 1895 calAD (95.2% probability) using 
AMS radiocarbon dating.47  Several intertidal deposits (8059, 8078 and 8079) had examples of 
Sydney Rock oyster shells with the impression of wooden posts or planks, suggesting that live 
oysters attached themselves to early introduced wooden structures.48 
 
Eight other artefacts were also recovered from three of the intertidal deposits, in deposit 7919 (4 
items), 8058 (3 items) and 8079 (1 item), with the three dateable items easily fitting into the Phase 
3 (Table 47).  Two of the items, a marble and a fragment from a fine earthenware lead-glazed pan, 
are of local manufacture, with the clay marble identified as being possibly made by the early Sydney 
potter Thomas Ball (#80473) (Figure 4.10).49 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.10: Variegated clay marble, hand-made possibly by 
the early Sydney potter Thomas Ball between c.1801-1823 
(7919/#80473). 1cm scale divisions.  
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4.6.1.2 Natural Harbour Deposits 
Like the intertidal deposits, the natural harbour deposits included natural shell beds, with combined 
total of 1689 shells (NISP) sampled from contexts 8053, 8074 and 8082 (Table 48).  The only non-
shell item recovered from these natural harbour deposits was a fragment of a blue shell-edged 
pearlware plate identified in deposit 8053 (#59,888).  It should be noted here that the catalogued 
shell from contexts 8074 and 8082 came from unbiased samples, while those for the intertidal 
contexts, including shell, were collected by hand during excavation.50 
 
The catalogued sample from deposit 8082 consisted of 1054 shell fragments (NISP) with an MNI of 
795, which represents 26.5 per cent of the total shell NISP and 46.1 per cent of total shell MNI from 
Darling Quarter.  However shell from 8082 only weighed 585.8g, which was 3.8 per cent of all shell 
catalogued from the site.  This discrepancy is largely due to the large number of small (less than 
2cm) species, the Small top shell (Calthalotia fragum) (235 NISP, 155 MNI), the Scavenging dog 
whelk (98 NISP, 98 MNI) and juvenile Cerithiidae shells (520 NISP, 488 MNI).51  Small shells such as 
these may have been missed when hand collecting artefacts, but collected in an unbiased sample. 
 
Considering the natural harbour deposits 8053, 8074 and 8082 together, Ceriths or Creepers are the 
most commonly identified shell, with the 613 shells (NISP) representing 36.3 per cent of the 
assemblage, followed by 395 Small top shells (23.3%), 234 Sydney cockles (13.9%), 161 Sydney Rock 
oysters (9.5%) and 98 Scavenging dog whelks (5.8%).  The remaining 15 shell species are together 
represented by 188 items (11.1%).  The sampled shells in these three natural harbour deposits are 
all identified as coming from shallow, intertidal, estuarine and rocky shore localities.52 
 
Context 8074 contained the largest quantity of Mud oyster shells recovered from any context at 
Darling Quarter (13 NISP, 9 MNI).  This may reflect the higher population of Mud oysters in Sydney 
Harbour in the late 18th century, prior to changes in the harbour environment in the 19th century.53  
There were 11 Sydney Rock oyster shells in 8074 which had evidence of being attached to wooden 
posts (#3126, #4075).54  This suggests that 8074 was disturbed after British colonisation, when early 
structures such as fences would have been constructed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.11: Sydney Rock 
oyster showing evidence of 
attachment to wooden 
structures (note wood residue 
visible on shell to the left) 
(context 8074).  M. Carter

55
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AMS Carbon-14 dating of Sydney cockle shell from contexts 8053 and 8082 has shown that at least 
some of these natural shell deposits are quite ancient.  One shell sample from 8053 was dated to 
595–355 calBC, one sample from 8082 was dated to between 1060 and 820 calBC, while another 
cockle shell from 8082 was dated to 3510 – 3325 calBC.56 
 
4.6.2 Phase 5: 1830s and 1840s Reclamation 
In the 1830s and 1840s there was an intense period of reclamation in Area 7, represented by a 
number of dumps and fills overlying the sands of the original foreshore.  During this stage a brick 
drain was built, running from the rear of six stone houses fronting Liverpool Street down to the 
harbour. 
 
4.6.2.1 Reclamation deposit 7906 
Context 7906, Trench A, during excavation was identified as a deposit associated with reclamation 
activities undertaken during Phase 5.  The deposit was represented by a layer of waterlogged 
organic deposits or sawdust and thought to be the result of build-up through tidal action in the 
shallow foreshore (Section 3.6.9.3).57  It was described as being a moderately compact and 
compressed sawdust type of deposit which peeled off in thick layers.  It had very little soil in the 
matrix, was reddish in colour and had a moist, humic pungent odour.  The sawdust-like material 
suggests it may relate to industrial sawmill activities in the vicinity.58   
 
This sawdust type layer (7906) contained 27 artefacts, including wood, leather, sisal, ceramic, bone 
and shell.  These 27 items (47 fragments), excluding the bone and shell, are a mixture of domestic 
and industrial waste (Table 49).  The ceramics are identified with domestic usage, such as jugs, plate 
and small plates; while the leather, sisal and wood are more indicative of industrial activities.  The 
sisal would have been used for rope, the wood all identified as off cuts, and the leather off cuts, and 
the shoes and boot may have been discarded stock from a leatherworker or shoemaker. 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.12: Group shot 
of the bone from 
reclamation deposit 
7906, with foot and 
cranial elements 
included. The cattle and 
sheep bone was also 
described as being very 
worn. 20cm scale. 
Gallery2. 
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Context 7906 had 19 fragments of bone: cattle (5), pig (5), sheep (8) and unidentified mammal (1) 
(Table 50).  Although the quantity of bone in this context is small, it probably originated from 
industrial waste.  The presence of foot and cranial elements, coupled with evidence of butchery 
chopping and sawing marks, suggests tannery use.59  It was also noted that the majority of the 
cattle and sheep bone appeared to be worn, possibly as a result of boiling prior to redeposition 
(Figure 4.12).60  Just three shells were found in this deposit, two Sydney cockles and a Sydney rock 
oyster (Table 51). 
 
4.6.2.2 Brick Barrel Drain 
Deposit 7906 sealed the western end of the remains of a sandstock brick barrel drain (7995).  The 
drain is thought to relate to six stone houses built at the corner of Liverpool Street and Harbour 
Place.61  The drain, containing fill 7996, ran from the east down a gentle slope to the west towards 
the harbour (Figure 3.6.93).  The extent of the exposed drain was approximately 16m in length.  The 
western end was disturbed through the collapsed of the upper arch of the barrel.62  A brick sample 
from the drain  was coarse buff sandy clay fabric with pink staining from firing and featured a deep 
eclipse/oval frog, dating from c.1850 to c.1890 (#68,300).63  This date range places it just outside 
the Phase 5 1830s and 1840s period of reclamation.  However the presence of this brick within 
sawdust deposit 7906 would indicate that the date range of Phase 5 may be somewhat elastic.  
Another artefact was catalogued as coming from this drain; a champagne bottle fragment, dating 
between 1820 to 1920s (#75702).  However, this fragment is more likely to have come from either 
the drain fill (7996), from which no other artefacts were noted or collected or from the sawdust 
deposit 7906.64 
  
4.6.3 Phase 7: 1860s to 1900 Residential and Industrial/Commercial Development 
In Area 7, the 1860s and onwards saw a period of intense commercial development and change 
(Figure 3.1.2).  However, the Phase 7 contexts are mainly associated with residential occupation, 
and the demolition of a cottage. 
 
The timber cottage (8098) was a rectangular structure with a verandah along the northern side.  
The 1855 sale of the cottage described it as being four rooms, however as the excavated wall 
footings revealed a ground plan of two rooms, it is likely that this advertising was describing a two-
storey building.65  Excavation of the structure revealed a building measuring 11.25m in length and 
4m in width, impacted by modern machining, piling activity and a service trench.66  It is thought that 
the occupation and use of the building spanned many years, eventually ending in its demolition or 
remodelling in the 1860s to 1870s.  Excavation of the interior of the building revealed occupation-
related material as well as evidence for its demolition.67  Evidence for a dividing wall between the 
two rooms had been destroyed by modern piles and a concrete footing; however the deposits 
inside the structure were divided into those excavated from the putative eastern room and those 
from the putative western room.  
 
4.6.3.1 Underfloor Occupation 
Two contexts within the eastern room of this cottage are thought to represent underfloor 
occupation deposits (8004, 7981).  Deposit 8004 was a mid grey sandy deposit directly overlaying a 
levelling fill/ground preparation for the house.  It was between 10mm to 35mm deep and was 
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sandier at the top with a more clayey consistency at the base.  Context 8004 had a range of 
artefacts possibly representing the earliest occupation evidence for the room.68  Overlying this 
deposit was context 7981, a mid grey silty sand deposit, friable and loosely compacted, 30mm to 
80mm deep.  It was concentrated to the southeast of the room and again contained a range of 
artefacts thought to have accumulated during the last occupation of the house.69 
 
Deposit 8004 contained 48 items (34 fragments), 19 bone and 20 shell fragments; whereas deposit 
7981 contained just 14 items (29 fragments), 3 bone and 10 shell (Tables 52, 53, 54).  The artefacts 
from deposit 8004 are quite mixed, with occupation-related material and items associated with the 
probable demolition of the structure, such as nails and window glass (Table 52).  Other small items 
commonly identified in underfloor occupation deposits are present and are indicative of a familial 
environment, such as buttons, beads and marbles, as well as fragments of cutlery, plates, saucers, a 
ewer and a wash basin.  The date ranges of the artefacts in 8004 are broad, with some items 
beginning manufacture at the start of the 19th century (bone fork/knife handles, ferrous and glass 
buttons, limestone marbles), and others from the mid 19th century (nails, tokens, glass marbles, 
particular ceramic patterns, vulcanite comb).  Many of these items continued to be produced well 
into the 20th century.  The 14 items recovered in deposit 7981 (Table 52), although fewer in 
number, are not as diverse as those from 8004, indicating a slightly more homogeneous underfloor 
accumulation dating to the 1860s to 1900 (Phase 7). 
 
A number of items were recovered from both these underfloor deposits are of interest within the 
family household environment, including transfer-printed ceramic patterns, local trade tokens and 
items that are specifically associated with children.  Three identified ceramic patterns were found, 
with two patterns in deposit 8004, and one in deposit 7981 (Table 53).  All three patterns date from 
the mid 19th century, with the ‘Rousillon’ and ‘Albion’ patterns commonly found on other Sydney 
historical excavations.  The blue transfer-printed ‘Rousillon’ pattern was registered on the 16 
December 1846 by John Goodwin, Longton, and was identified on an ewer (#59813), while the blue 
transfer-printed ‘Albion’ pattern was attributed to Sampson Hancock and Sons, dated between 
1858 to 1937, and was on two plates (#59610, #59611).  The third identified pattern is not so 
commonly found, with the green transfer-printed ‘Peruvian Horse Hunt’ pattern registered in 8 
August 1853 by Anthony Shaw, Tunstall, and identified on a wash basin (#59814).70   
 
Three Australian trade tokens dating from the late 1850s were also recovered, two in deposit 8004 
and one in deposit 7981 (Table 54).  All were made by the English firm Heaton & Sons of 
Birmingham for businesses in Sydney and Melbourne.  The Sydney token (8004/#80522) was 
minted in 1857-1859 for Smith, Peate & Co, grocers, tea sellers and merchants, of George Street 
(Figure 4.13).  The two Melbourne tokens (7981/#80516, 8004/#80523) were minted in 1858 and 
1857 for Hide & de Carle, grocers and wine merchants, of Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.71 
 
Items specifically identified with children were found in deposit 8004, including toys and cutlery 
(Table 52).  The nine items identified as toys are all marbles, either limestone (#80527) or glass 
(#80528-#80532), with all noted as having battering marks, indicating that they were played with 
prior to being lost.72  A small bone handle from a child’s knife or fork was also identified (#80525), 
with one face engraved with ‘FOR A GOOD GIRL’ on a banner, indicating that it was a gift (Figure 
4.14). 
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Figure 4.13: Copper trade tokens from Area 7. Top (left to right): Hide & de Carle Melbourne 1858 

(7981/#80516); Smith, Peate & Co. Sydney 1857-1859 (8004/#80522). Bottom (left to right): Iredale 
& Co. Sydney 1854-1857 (7987/#80514); Mulligan Rockhampton 1863 (7987/#80515); Hide & de 
Carle Melbourne 1857 (8004/#80523). Obverse, 5cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 

Figure 4.14: A small bone cutlery handle from a child’s knife or fork with one face engraved ‘FOR A GOOD 
GIRL’ on a banner (8004/#80525). Length: 66mm. Gallery2. 

 
 
Only a small amount of bone and shell was recovered from these two underfloor deposits.  Context 
8004 had 19 bone fragments and three were found in deposit 7981 (Table 55).  The bone in 8004 is 
mostly sheep (16), with chicken (2) and dog (1), with the sheep bones largely from the axial 
skeleton (ribs and vertebrae).  Although the collection of bone is small, it mainly appears to 
represent domestic refuse (Figure 4.15).73  The shell found in these two deposits is most Sydney 
rock oyster, with 18 out of the 20 shells in deposit 8004, and all ten shells in 7981 also being this 
species (Table 56). 
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Figure 4.15: Total bone in the underfloor deposit 8004. All the bone is sheep except for dog (front left) and 
chicken (front right). 20cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
4.6.3.2 Occupation Material below the Verandah 
The structural remains of the verandah to the north of the cottage were represented by a series of 
postholes and remnant timber flooring, as well as brick piers and a recut posthole showing repairs 
and remodelling.  Occupation-related evidence was found in two artefact rich underfloor deposits 
8043 and 7987.74  Deposit 8043 is described as a pale brown sandy deposit that lay directly over clay 
levelling fills and measured 1.5m in width, 9.2m in length and 80mm in depth.  It contained 
artefacts suggesting that the deposit accumulated during the first use of the verandah.75  Above this 
was deposit 7987, described as being a similar sandy deposit, but with a higher density of artefacts 
compared to 8043, and measuring 700mm in width, 1.5m in length and 250mm in depth.  The 
composition and artefact positioning within this deposit suggested that the sands accumulated 
around the discarded artefacts.76  Note that the glass artefacts from deposit 7087 had been 
originally incorrectly catalogued as 7089, although this mistake has since been corrected in the 
artefact catalogue, database and specialist report.77  These glass artefacts have been included in the 
discussion of 7087 below. 
 
4.6.3.2.1 Deposit 8043 
Deposit 8043, found beneath the northern verandah, contained 39 items (63 fragments), eight bone 
fragments and one shell, and was indicative of domestic waste (Table 57).  The majority of the 
remaining 27 items represented activities that usually took place within a domestic sphere, 
including the consumption of beverages (beer/wine bottles, beverage bottle, gin/schnapps), the 
storage, serving and consumption of food (bottle, jar, platter, plates, cups, egg cup), writing (slate 
pencil), household decor (figurine) and smoking (pipe).  The three architectural items are window 
glass, with one item identified as plate glass. The only identified item of a non-domestic or 
structural function was a metal rollock.  A rollock is the swivelling device that holds the oar in place 
while rowing a boat, with this particular one identified as being for a small craft (#69137).78  None of 
the other items in the deposit are indicative of activities specifically undertaken on the verandah, 
with the possible exception of the rollock, which may have been repaired or stored on the verandah 
or deliberately discarded below it.  Also it is likely that beer and smoking may have been 
undertaken on a verandah, particularly in the early evening or on a hot summer’s day.   Other than 
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these most of the artefacts were perhaps derived from the house and deposited during sweeping, 
as suggested by the fragment from an ornamental figurine (#59871).   
 
The date ranges of the artefacts from this verandah deposit are very broad, which is similar to those 
inside the house, with some items being manufactured near the end of the 18th century 
(gin/schnapps bottles, lead-glazed earthenware); others during the 1830s and 1840s (ceramic 
decorative types such as blue flow, brown transfer print, green transfer print, sprigged, white-
glazed and moulded semi-vitreous fine earthenware, whiteware); some from the mid 19th century 
(glass beverage bottle, particular ceramic patterns, tobacco pipe).  The manufacture of many of 
these items continued production well on into either the late 19th or early 20th century.  A number 
of items perhaps can be specifically related to Phase 7, some of the identified ceramic patterns and 
items featuring manufacturer or supplier marks. 
 
Five transfer-printed patterns were recognised in this deposit, on five separate plates (4) and a 
platter (1) (Table 58).  All five patterns are commonly found on other Sydney historical excavations, 
with three in particular dating from the second half of the 19th century, including the blue transfer-
printed ‘Albion’ pattern plate, attributed to Sampson Hancock and Sons and dating between 1858 
to 1937 (#59886), the blue transfer-printed ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ pattern plate, made by many 
potteries from the 1850s onwards (#59885), and the purple transfer-printed ‘Cable’ pattern plate, 
also made by many potteries, from the 1860s onwards (#59880).79  The remaining two identified 
patterns, ‘Floralia’ and ‘Willow’, began production earlier in the 19th century but then continued to 
be manufactured for many more years, and in the case of the ubiquitous ‘Willow’ pattern, up to the 
present day. 
 
Two items feature manufacturer or supplier marks belonging to Phase 7 are a glass bottle and a 
kaolin tobacco pipe (Table 59).  The bottle was made by Powells & Filer, of Bristol, between 1858 
and 1923 (#75607), and the pipe made for Lesser Friedlander, a London tobacconist, between 
c.1850 and c.1888 (#80558).  A very small amount of bone and shell was recovered from deposit 
8043, with eight bone fragments, sheep (7) and cattle (1) and a single Mud oyster shell (Table 60).  
 
4.6.3.2.2 Deposit 7987 
Another occupation-related verandah deposit, context 7987, contained a higher density of artefacts 
than deposit 8043, with a total of 276 items (928 fragments), 100 bone and 9 shells.  The artefacts 
are generally indicative of the familial environment, including those associated with food storage 
(jars), food serving (platters, tureens), food consumption (breakfast cups, coffee can, cups, egg cup, 
plates, saucers, small plates, teapot, glass bottles and tableware), household ornamentation 
(figurines, vase, mirror), clothing (shoes/boots), personal hygiene (ointment/toothpaste jar, poes, 
washbasin, perfume bottle, medicine bottle), and children’s games, toys and education (ball, 
domino, doll, marbles, slate pencils) (Table 61).  A few items that relate more to the workplace are 
also present, in the form of ship fittings (step bracket, rollock bracket) and tools (file and hammer).   
 
Again the date ranges are broad, with some items begin produced in the late 18th  century (bone 
domino, porcelain marbles, some bottle shapes); and others during the Phase 5, 1830s and 1840s 
(ceramic decorative types such as flow ware, brown transfer print, green transfer print, sponge 
ware sprigged, white-glazed semi-vitreous fine earthenware, whiteware, press moulded glass 
tableware); many from the mid 19th century (particular ceramic patterns, trade tokens, doll, 
smoking pipe); with most continuing to be manufactured in the 20th century.  One item, a black 
transfer-printed plate featuring the ‘Ceres’ pattern, was identified as being manufactured between 
1897 and 1904 (#59677), and is the oldest item in terms of beginnings of manufacturing.80   
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The 276 items in context 7987 were, for the most part, very fragmentary, with only 27 whole items 
(bolt, nail/spike, spike, slate pencil, coin, 2 tokens, domino, 3 marbles, step bracket, harness ring, 
rollock bracket, machine/vehicle handle, file, hammer, 9 bottles and 1 stopper).  The fragmentary 
nature of this deposit can perhaps best be seen in ceramics, with 93 out of the total 125 ceramic 
items catalogued represented by less than 10 per cent of the total vessel (<10%), representing 74.4 
per cent of the ceramic assemblage from 7987.81  The small whole miscellaneous items could have 
been easily lost while on the verandah or swept-out with broken household debris along with the 
ceramics.  The larger metal items are more likely to have been discarded below the verandah during 
repairs to a horse harness, cart, boat or even the house.  Some of these activities could have been 
done on the verandah or in the yard.  The whole bottles are also likely to have been deliberately 
placed under the verandah. 
 
As with the above internal underfloor deposits, 8004 and 7981, a number of items were associated 
with a domestic and familial environment, including transfer-printed patterns, trade tokens, and 
objects specifically associated with children.   Nineteen transfer-printed patterns were identified on 
39 ceramics from deposit 7987 (Table 62).  At least 15 patterns are commonly found on other 
Sydney historical excavations, including ‘Albion’, ‘Cable’, ‘Ceres’, ‘Clyde’, ‘Corsina’, ‘Eton College’, 
‘Fibre’, ‘Floralia’, ‘Fountain Scenery’, ‘Gem’, ‘Peacock’, ‘Rhine’, ‘Spangle’, ‘Wild Rose’ and ‘Willow’ 
patterns.  All but three of the items featuring identified patterns are on shapes identified specifically 
with food; serving (platter, tureens) and consumption (plates, breakfast cups, saucers, small plate).  
The exceptions are sherds from ‘Wild Rose’ pattern washbasin (#59714) and two unidentified 
‘Willow’ pattern items (#59722, #59723).  All of the patterns are in transfer print, either black, blue, 
brown, green or purple, with the ‘Macassor’ pattern plate featuring the blue flow effect (#59701).  
The availability of a pattern in more than one colour is also evident here, with the ‘Brooklyn’ 
pattern plates in brown and purple transfer prints (#59739, # 59743), and the ‘Rhine’ pattern 
featuring on plates in black and green transfer prints (#59678, 59684) and on a saucer and breakfast 
cup in blue transfer print (#59709, #59710).   
 
At least three of the identified patterns were on more than one shape.  ‘Rhine’ pattern is on four 
shapes and ‘Albion’ on a platter (#59721) and three plates (#59718-#59720), and the ‘Willow’ 
pattern three platters (#59724, #59725, #59727), tureen (#59726), five plates (#59729-#59733), 
small plate (#59728) and two unidentified items (#59722, #59723), indicating that dining sets 
featuring the same pattern were available.  Although many of the patterns began manufacture in 
the early decades of the 19th century (‘Corsina’, ‘Eton College’, ‘Fibre’, ‘Floralia’, ‘Peacock’, ‘Rhine’, 
‘Willow’, ‘Wild Rose’), they also then continued to be made for many more years, well on into the 
Phase 7 period, with the other identified patterns beginning manufacture within the Phase 7 period 
(‘Albion’, ‘Brooklyn’, ‘Cable’, ‘Clyde’, ‘Ceres’, ‘Queensland’) (Figure 4.16).82 
 
Aside from the ceramics there were three glass items associated with tableware or food service a 
fragment of stemware (#75361), a tumbler (#75360) and a salt cellar (also known as a ‘salt’) 
(#75357, Figure 4.17).  Another bottle was associated with lavender water (#75392), which was 
used as a perfume and a remedy for headaches.  It was a product typically preferred by women.83 
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Figure 4.16: Purple transfer-printed basemark 
featuring the pattern name QUEENSLAND. 
Saucer fragments. Unknown manufacturer, 
dating from c.1860s+ (#59744). 1cm scale 
divisions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.17: Press moulded glass salt [cellar] 
(#75357). 10cm scale. Gallery 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.18: Hand sawn and polished bone 
domino (#80506). 1cm scale divisions.  
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Nine items from this deposit had manufacturer or supplier marks including two Australian trade 
tokens (Table 63).  Both tokens were made in England for businesses in Sydney and Rockhampton, 
Queensland.  The Sydney token (#80514) was minted in 1854-1857 for Iredale & Co., iron 
merchants and general ironmongers.  The Queensland token (#80515) was minted in 1863 for a 
goods store in Rockhampton owned by DT Mulligan (Figure 4.13).84  Two glass bottles from the 
deposit were embossed with local product suppliers.  One aerated water bottle (#75368) was for 
Henfrey & Co, a Sydney-based manufacturer.  Another embossed bottle (#75369) was for John 
Watson, a Sydney based compounding chemist.   
 
Six items specifically identified with children were found in this deposit, they were associated with 
games and toys (Table 61).  The toys included a rubber ball (#69691), a bone domino (#80506), a 
small porcelain doll (#80510) and three marbles, either limestone (#80507, #80508) or porcelain 
(#80509) (Figure 4.18).  The marbles had battering marks indicating that they were played with 
prior to being lost.85 
 
One hundred bone fragments were recovered from this verandah occupation deposit (7987) (Table 
64).  The bone is equally dominated by cattle (43) and sheep (43), with these two species 
representing 90.6 per cent of the bone.  The remaining bone is chicken (2 + 5 further possible 
chicken bones), pig (2), turtle (1), unidentifiable animal (1) and unidentified bird (3).  The presence 
of the turtle is of particular interest.  This fragment (#3951) was one of three turtle shell pieces 
recorded on the site; one other turtle shell fragment was recovered from Area 7 modern fill 
(8279/#6120), the third shell piece came from an underfloor deposit in Area 8 (8614/#5801).   
 
Among the animal bones the most frequent occurring bones are from the axial skeleton (rib cage 
and vertebrae), followed by appendicular, foot and a few cranial bones, with these elements 
identified as being consistent with domestic refuse (Figure 4.19).86  It was also noted that a number 
of the cattle axial bones had been sawn, with cut marks also common on both the cattle and sheep 
bone.87  The nine shells in this deposit were all Sydney Rock oysters. 
 
 

Figure 4.19: Bone from the occupation deposit 7987. The cattle bone shows evidence of being sawn. 20cm 
scale. Gallery2.  
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4.6.3.3 Reuse and demolition of the cottage 
Deposits 7953 and 8099 were identified as relating to a period of reuse and then demolition of the 
cottage in Phase 7, when the degraded flooring was replaced by an industrial fill and the cottage 
remodelled into a large cart house shed, as shown on the Percy Dove map of 1880 (Figure 3.10.2).88  
Deposit 7953 was in the east room of the cottage and deposit 8099 in the west room. 
 
Above the remains of the occupation deposits in the east room (8004, 7981) was the post 
occupation/demolition layer, deposit 7953.  This was described as moderately compacted and 
friable black clayey silt, containing high concentrations of charcoal and some oxidized iron/slag, 
extending across the western two-thirds of the room with a depth of between 50mm to 150mm.  It 
was also noted that there were a number of fragments identified as coming from leather halters, 
bridles and belts, items usually associated with horse trappings, in the deposit, as well as remains of 
timber floorboards and possible joists embedded within the deposit.89 
 
A total of 54 items (155 fragments) and seven bone fragments were recovered from this layer, with 
the 54 items overall the mixed nature of layers identification as being a mixed one, associated with 
both its occupation, particularly in its later role as a cart house shed, and demolition (Table 65).  
Although artefacts indicative of a domestic deposit are present here, particularly in regards to the 
presence of aerated water (2), alcohol (2), beer/wine (4), gin/schnapps (3) and stout (1) bottles, 
along with glass stemware (1), tumbler (1), cup (1) and egg cup (1), the most number of items 
recovered are instead directly identified with horses, with the 18 items (33.3%) identified as buckles 
(6), harness ring (1), saddle (2) and straps (9) (Figure 4.20).  The leather saddles and straps are all 
identified as off cuts, suggesting leatherworking by a saddler, and these 18 horse-related items are 
very much in keeping with this building being remodelled into a cart house shed.90  Another item 
possibly associated with horses and the upkeep of their leather equipment or perhaps blacking of 
horses hooves, is the salt-glazed stoneware blacking bottle (#58163).  While identified initially 
within the general function of household it also could also be used within the stables.  The few 
architectural-related items may be associated with either the remodelling of the cottage into the 
cart house shed or the final demolition of the structure, these were nails (3), nail/spike (1) and 
window glass (1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.20: Horse harness buckle frames from deposit 7953 (#80494 (2), #80495 (2), #80496; #80497). 10cm 

scale. Gallery2.    
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The date range of the artefacts is also broad, although generally indicative of an assemblage that 
post-dates the mid 19th century.  Four items had manufacturer marks, while a fifth item had an 
unidentified mark (Table 67).  The date ranges for these marked items vary between c.1858 to 1956 
for a stoneware bottle marked ‘Doulton’/‘Lambeth’ (#58165), to quite a narrow range of c.1870 to 
c.1890 for an aerated water bottle marked for Lumb & Co, Castleford, England (#75780).   
 
The faunal remains in context 7953 was small with only seven bone fragments with the cattle (5) 
and sheep (2) all noted as having butchery marks made by a saw (Table 66).91  The cattle bone is 
also all represented by axial elements (rib cage).92  No shell was found. 
 
In the western room, deposit 8099 is thought to represent the same post occupation/demolition 
layer as 7953 did in the eastern room.93  Deposit 8099 covered the whole of the western room and 
contained a range of artefacts similar to those found in 7953, 58 items (137 fragments) but no bone 
or shell (Table 68).  Again, although the artefacts are generally indicative of a domestic deposit, 12 
items were specifically associated with horses.  This suggests that at least part of the deposit was 
associated with the use of the building as a cart house shed.   
 
Probably associated with domestic but also possibly with workplace uses were a range of bottles: 
aerated water (1), beer (1), beer/wine (9), champagne (2), gin/schnapps (1) and stout (4).  There 
was also cups (3), a saucer (1), a plate (1) a platter (1) and a small plate (1).  Among the horse 
related items were: buckles (4), harness ring (1), saddle (1) and straps (6).  As in deposit 7953, the 
leather saddle and straps are all represented by off cuts, suggesting leatherworking by a saddler.  
Also as in deposit 7953, the five architectural-related items may again be associated with either the 
remodelling of the cottage into the cart house shed or with the final demolition of the structure, 
such as nails (2), window glass (2) and part of a floorboard or joist (1). 
 
The date range of the artefacts is again broad, generally indicative of an assemblage post-dating the 
mid 19th century.  There were four items with Scottish manufacturer marks: two stout bottles 
(#58213, #58214), a beer/wine bottle (#75571) and a tobacco pipe (#80573) (Table 69).  The 
beer/wine bottle (#75571) had the same manufacturer, Cooper Wood & Co, as a bottle recovered 
from the east room post occupation/demolition deposit 7953 (#75773). 
 
4.6.3.4 Cesspit fill 8037 
A rectangular cesspit (8036) was located to the east of the cottage building, truncated by a modern 
machine trench to the west and a 1980s pile in the east.94  The east side of the pit was possibly 
wood lined, the west side was cut into mixed reclamation clays containing sandstone and sandstock 
brick rubble.  Evidence of recutting was found on the north and east sides suggesting remodelling 
had occurred of the original cesspit.  It was also noted that the whole pit was stained black on its 
interior.  This staining may have been a result of either the decay of the wooden lining or by staining 
from the cess material within an unlined pit.  The cesspit contained two fills.  The lower fill 8037 
was a dark grey/black clayey silt deposit containing many artefacts. The upper fill 8044 was a sterile 
grey coarse gravel with shell inclusions and clay concentrations. 95  It is likely that the cesspit was 
originally associated with the Phase 7 cottage and was backfilled during a later period of industrial 
activity, when the sewer had been connected to the site.96 
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The lower fill 8037 contained 108 items (381 fragments), as well as 55 bone and ten shell 
fragments.  Overall the artefacts are thought to represent general household/residential rubbish 
(Table 70).  The majority of the artefacts are identified with activities the domestic space, including 
the consumption of beverages (14), such as aerated water, beer/wine, champagne, gin/schnapps 
and ginger beer; the storage, preparation, serving and consumption of food (39), such as jar, 
oil/vinegar bottles, pickle/chutney bottles, jugs, bowls, plates, dessert spoons, cups, saucers, egg 
cups and small plates; household ornamentation (1), a vase; clothing buttons (2); and 
pharmaceutical items (4), such as castor oil bottles, ointment jar and a vial (Figure 4.22).  A number 
of fruit and vegetable seeds were also found, including grape (1), nectarine/peach (1) and pumpkin 
(6), as well as a broken coconut husk (1). 
 
Items specifically associated with children’s presence in Area 7 were found, and supports the 
interpretation that a family resided in the cottage.  These were a small (child-size) plate and saucer 
associated with children’s dining (Figure 4.23, Figure 4.24).97  The small plate (#59869) features an 
embossed floral motif on its rim and a black transfer-printed scene on the interior base.  This scene 
depicts a family, with three children and their mother and father, sitting around a table involved in 
various tasks, reading, playing and needlework.  Beneath the scene, there is the slogan, ‘RENT FREE 
THERE IS NO PLACE LIKE HOME’.  The saucer, with an embossed floral motif on its rim and a red 
transfer-printed scene on the interior base, features two children in a garden with a large vase 
containing a leafy plant in the foreground (#59868).98 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.21: Group shot of the ceramics contained in cesspit fill 8037. 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
  

                                                           
97

 Ward 2011: 254, Vol 3, Section 8.1. 
98

 Ward 2011: 255, Vol 3, Section 8.1. 



658 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe Archaeological Investigation 2008-2010 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.22: Castor oil bottles in cesspit fill 8037 dating 
between 1820-1920 (#75526). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.23: A child’s 
black transfer-printed 
small plate featuring 
the pattern Rent Free 
There Is No Place Like 
Home in cesspit fill 
8037 (#59869). 10cm 
scale. Gallery2. 
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Figure 4.24: A child’s red 
transfer-printed saucer with 
an unidentified pattern in 
cesspit fill 8037 (#59868). 
10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Home or horse-related maintenance activities, may be indicated by the three leather off cuts from  
a belt and strap fragments (#8293), and three tools, an axe (#96198), chisel (#69193) and wedge 
(#69187). 
 
This cesspit fill also contained an item which conjoins with an item from another context in Area 7.  
A black sponged-ware saucer, dating between the 1840s and 1930s (#59850), features five 
fragments that join with another eights fragments in context 7986 (#59628), and is listed in Table 70 
with a ‘0’ item count because it was counted as the one saucer within context 7986 during 
cataloguing.99  Context 7986 was assigned to a machined mix of reclamation fills identified as 
belonging to the earlier Phase 5 (late 1830s-1840s).  The fact that the cesspit was truncated by a 
modern machine trench and a 1980s pile indicates that the cesspit fill was disturbed and this is 
further supported by the presence of the saucer in the reclamation fills.  Another indication of 
disturbance was a marked salt-glazed stoneware ginger beer bottle dating from 1917 (Table 71).  
This bottle features two marks (#58195), one naming the maker of the ginger beer (‘STARKEYS’) and 
the other the maker of the bottle and its year of manufacture (‘R. FOWLER’ / ‘1917’). 
 
The faunal remains identified in cesspit fill 8037 included 55 fragments (Table 72).  Sheep (47) are 
dominant, followed by cattle (5), chicken (2) and dog (1).  Axial elements (rib cage, vertebrae) are 
frequent and their occurrence is a consistent marker of a domestic deposit. The sheep bones in this 
context represent the prime meat-bearing bones of the skeleton (Figure 4.25).100  Just ten shells 
came from this fill (Table 73), scallop (1) and Sydney rock oyster (9) shells. 
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Figure 4.25: A selection of the bone from cesspit fill 8037 (mainly sheep). 20cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
4.6.3.5 Dump fill 8330 
A large dump (8329) was found against the south side of a fence line that served as a boundary 
between Area 6 and Area 7, and its fill (8330) was identified as containing a large amount of 
artefacts with special note made of a concentration of large corroded iron rings.101  In a photo of 
the dump prior to excavation these large rings look very solid and appear to be of an 
industrial/mechanical nature.  They were corroded and did not survive removal. The rings, with 
550mm and 461mm diameters, did not appear in the artefact catalogue and so were presumably 
not kept for analysis. 
 
In fill 8330 were 178 items (1172 fragments), along with 125 bone and 16 shell fragments.  Overall it 
appeared to be an accumulation of material, possibly from both domestic and 
commercial/industrial activities.  The most commonly represented function is beverage, with 76 
bottles, including alcohol (1), beer (1), beer/wine (54), champagne (8), gin/schnapps (9), ginger beer 
(2) and stout (2) (Table 74).  The most commonly identified shape within the entire dump 
assemblage was the beer/wine bottle, which suggests the artefacts may be derived from a 
commercial enterprise rather than a domestic source.  Food storage, preparation, serving and 
consumption are also well represented by 59 items in a wide range of shapes, such as oil/vinegar 
bottles (4), pickle/chutney bottles (3), a crock (1), jugs (3), platters (6), plates (13), tumblers (3), 
cups (8), saucers (6) and a sugar bowl lid (1).  None of these, however, feature in quantities to 
indicate anything more than domestic rubbish disposal, a conclusion supported by the presence of 
perfume bottles (2). 
 
The range of ceramic decorative types is indicative of assemblages dating from the mid 19th 
century onwards, reflecting the increasing range, choice and availability within the marketplace for 
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the consumer.102  The decorative types occurring in context 8330 included flow ware, various 
coloured transfer prints, salt-glazed, sprigged, white-glazed (bone china and semi-vitreous fine 
earthenware) and whiteware.  This increasing range, coupled with the United Kingdom’s growing 
domination of the ceramic industry worldwide, is also seen in the ceramic, with nine individual 
patterns recognised on 21 items (Table 75).  These patterns are in black transfer print, blue transfer 
print and black flow, and are on shapes identified with either the serving or consumption of food 
(Figure 4.26).  These nine patterns are typical of an assemblage dating from around the mid 19th 
century onwards, with the majority regularly found on other Sydney historical excavations, in 
particular the ‘Columbia’, ‘Fibre’, ‘Morea’, ‘Royal Rose’ and ‘Willow’ patterns.103 
 
Fifteen items bore the remains of manufacturer marks and indicated deposition sometime in the 
second half of the 19th century (Phase 7) (Table 76).  The country of manufacture was identified for 
nine of these items: England (2), Scotland (1), Australia (3), Germany (2) and France (1). 
 
There were 125 fragments of faunal remains from the dump with four species of animals: including 
sheep (69), cattle (52), pig (3) and chicken (1) (Table 77).  Many of the bones appeared to have been 
in contact with ferrous metal as they were stained a reddish green and were very friable.104  The 
majority of the bones are axial elements (rib cage, vertebrae) and a large number of the cattle bone 
were sawn, with cut and saw marks also noted on some sheep bones (Figure 4.27).105  It is thought 
that the faunal remains in this dump probably originated from a commercial venture, such as an 
abattoir or butcher’s shop, given the frequency of butchery marks on largely prime meat-bearing 
bones.106  Fragments of 16 (MNI 6) Sydney Rock oysters were found in the fill. 
 

Figure 4.26: Nine transfer-printed patterns from dump fill 8330. Back row: Amaranthine Flowers plate 
(#70032), Columbia plate (#70034), Fibre saucer (70023); Middle row: Gotha plate (#70049), Morea 
plate (#70030), Royal Rose plate (#70015); Front row: Spartan cup (#70031), Waverley saucer 
(#70047), Willow plate (#70039). 10cm scale. Gallery2.    
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Figure 4.27: Representative sample of the bone in dump fill 8330. Much of the bone revealed cut or saw 
butchery marks. 20cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
4.7 Area 9: Barker’s Mill Yard and Pond107 
In 1827, two years after its construction, Thomas Barker purchased and renovated Cooper & Levy’s 
mill.  Barker used it for processing grain and in 1847 a portion of the mill was leased to John Walker 
for milling woollen textiles.  In 1852 Barker took over the textile operation and the 1865 Sands 
Directory listing for the lot corresponding with Barker’s mill includes ‘Barker & Co., millers and 
Ebsworth O B, cloth factory’, however by 1870 Barker is the only listing in the Sands Directory for 
the property.  The tweed factory, housed in the older portion of the mill, was burnt down in 1872 
and then the textile mill resumed operation under the direction of John Vicars & Co until the early 
1890s.  Meanwhile, the grain mill continued to operate, until the mill complex was sold in 1879. 
 
Towards the end of the 19th century the mill operations were increasingly diversified, and by 1888 
was listed as ‘spice mills’ (Figure 2.22).  From 1893 to 1920 the Sands listings were generally for 
Harper R & Co. Prop Ltd., Oriental Mills.  Milling occurred well into the 20th century, with 
development continuing to alter the complex.  The surviving mill buildings were demolished in 1986 
along with the rest of the area, and in 2002 the main mill structure was partially excavated for the 
Cross City Tunnel project. 
 
A total of 1132 artefacts (2369 fragments) were found in 36 contexts in Area 9 (Table 78), with 13 of 
these contexts also containing 115 bone (Table 79) and six contexts also containing 23 NISP shell 
(Table 80).  As with the above discussion of Areas 4, 5, 6 and 7, only some of the contexts in Area 9 
will be discussed here within the confines of this overview.108  These contexts relate specifically to 
the mill pond, where there were two phases of backfilling.  The initial phase of backfilling occurred 
during Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and included industrial waste and artefacts (9206, 9248) which lay on 
the top of the last sediment accumulation (9249).  The second phase involved more extensive 
backfilling during Phase 7 (1860s-1900), with large quantities of artefacts believed to have been 
sourced from municipal rubbish removal (9201, 9211, 9212, 9219, 9220, 9221, 9226, 9228, 9230). 
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4.7.1 Phase 6: 1840s to 1860s Residential and Industrial Development 
Thomas Barker continued to develop his holdings by reclaiming land to the west and northwest of 
the mill pond.  Further developments to the mill pond itself occurred, with an overflow drain 
constructed at its western edge, as well as construction of a sandstone structure, possibly flooring 
or a platform, built.  By the end of Phase 6 the mill pond had gone out of use and was backfilled by 
using dumps of industrial waste material laid above the last sediment accumulations to achieve 
some level of consolidation. 
 
The initial phase of backfilling, industrial waste with artefacts (9206, 9248), overlaid the last 
sediment accumulation (9249).  Contexts 9206 and 9248 were part of the same backfilling event 
and are essentially the same deposit; however they were assigned different numbers.  The artefacts 
recovered from the sediment accumulation (9249) probably represent contamination from the first 
phase of backfilling.  It is also likely that the backfill 9206/9248 was the interface with the upper 
backfills specifically associated with Phase 7, with conjoins identified between artefacts in these 
two differently phased deposits. 
 
4.7.1.1 First phase of pond backfilling 9206/9248 and 9249 
The artefacts recovered from the three contexts associated with this first phase of backfilling are 
discussed below, as they are all likely to have originated in the same dumping events.   

 Context 9206: 203 items (415 fragments), 14 bone and three shell fragment. 
 Context 9248: 30 items (51 fragments), three bones and no shell.  
 Context 9249: 71 items (136 fragments), 15 bones and four shell.   

 
A total of 304 items (602 fragments), 32 bones and seven shell in these three contexts (Tables 78, 
79, 80). 
 
Both contexts 9206 and 9248 contained industrial waste of cinders, clinker, coke and slag 
nodules.109  The industrial waste matrix is not part of this discussion but the artefacts from context 
9249 do not relate interpreted as belonging to industrial activity.  Instead, although the artefacts 
recovered from each of the three contexts vary in number, they are all fairly consistently indicative 
of household/domestic rubbish (Table 81).  Only four items from these contexts are likely to be 
associated with the industrial activities, leather off cuts from contexts 9206 (1) and 9249 (3). 
 
The artefacts within these three contexts are linked with functions and activities, and as are group 
belong to the household sphere.  These include the consumption of beverages (58 items), such as 
aerated water (4), beer/wine (35), champagne (3), gin/schnapps (11) and ginger beer (5); food 
storage (1), preparation (3), serving (9) and consumption (111), such as bowls, breakfast cups, 
children’s mugs, cups, dishes, jars, oil/vinegar bottles, pickle/chutney bottles, plates, platters, 
saucers, slop bowls, sugar bowls and a tureen/vegetable dish; household items associated with 
maintenance and furnishings (10), such as blacking bottles, a candle stick, matting, an ornament, 
trivet and vase; personal items associated with clothing and hygiene (45), such as boots, button, 
ewers, galoshes, perfume bottle, poes, shoes, toothbrush box and wash basin; pharmaceutical 
items (8), such as patent bottles and vials; and recreational items (11), which are all tobacco pipes.   
 
Two items, in context 9206 are identified with children, fragments from children’s mugs (Figure 
4.28, Figure 4.29).  One is decorated with black transfer print and features the remains of a verse on 
the exterior body, ‘If you [would]/ have your [business]/ done go if not s[end]’ (#73192).  This 
proverb is attributed to Benjamin Franklin, who included it in his 1758 essay ‘The way to wealth’, 
which was a collection of proverbs he had first published over several years in Poor Richard’s 
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Almanac.110  The other child’s mug has a clobbered design featuring the remains of a scene showing 
children playing marbles (#73126). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.28: Black transfer-printed child’s mug 
featuring the remains of a verse from first phase of 
pond backfilling 9206 (#73192). 1cm scale divisions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.29: Clobbered child’s mug with remnant 
scene of children playing marbles, from first phase of 
pond backfilling 9206 (#73126). 1cm scale divisions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The date range of the artefacts in these three contexts is broad, dating from items first 
manufactured in the late 18th century right through to those produced from the mid 19th century, 
with some continuing to be made into the mid 20th century.  One of the recent objects is a glass 
pharmaceutical patent bottle, made from 1880 to 1930 (9206/#75211).111  This date range is later 
than the period assigned to the first backfilling phase (1840s–1860s).  However, the backfill 
9206/9248 probably includes material associated with the upper backfills associated with Phase 7 
(1860s–1900).  This means that the presence of later material in context 9206 is understandable.  
Further evidence for the interrelationship between 9206/9248 and the Phase 7 upper backfills is 
comes from a conjoin, from ceramic sherds from the same vessel, found in contexts 9206 and 9201. 
Context 9201 was identified with Phase 7 backfilling.  This item, a green flow ‘Chantilly’ pattern 
ewer dating between c.1865 to 1884, had a body fragment in context 9206 (#73160) joining with 
three rim/neck/shoulder fragments in context 9201 (#73044).   
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In fact it is possible that all the artefacts in the Phase 6 contexts 9206/9248 and 9249 are 
contamination from the Phase 7 backfills, especially given that the artefacts are all so alike.  This 
appears likely once it is considered that there would have been an inevitable delays between 
purchase, use and final discard of objects, while the date ranges given in the catalogue are almost 
entirely the dates when the artefacts were manufactured.   
 
The ceramic patterns recovered from 9206, 9248 and 9249 also suggests that they may be from the 
upper backfills associated with Phase 7 rather than from Phase 6 (Table 82).  The 14 patterns, on 41 
individual items, are in a range of colours, including blue, black, green and purple transfer print, 
along with blue flow, black flow and green flow.  The majority of the patterns are commonly 
recognised on other Sydney historical excavations, especially ‘Albion’, ‘Asiatic Pheasants’, ‘Cable’, 
‘Chantilly’, ‘Corsina’, ‘Fibre’, ‘Kulat’, ‘Rhine’ and ‘Willow’, with the ‘Rhine’ (9), ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ (6) 
and ‘Willow’ (6).  Four of the patterns did not begin manufacture until the 1860s (‘Brussels’, ‘Cable’, 
‘Chantilly’ and ‘Kulat’), and once the time lag between purchase and discard is considered, these 
dates support that they are from Phase 7 events.  This is also reflected by the 22 artefacts with 
manufacturer, supplier or pattern marks, stoneware bottles, plates, breakfast cups, glass aerated 
water bottles, glass patent bottles and tobacco pipes (Table 83).  The marks all feature long date 
ranges, with eleven of the items continuing on into the 20th century (Figure 4.30). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.30: Lea & Perrins Worcestershire Sauce 
bottle, dating between 1837-1920, from first 
phase of pond backfilling 9206 (#75207). 10cm 
scale. Gallery2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thirty-two fragments of animal bone were found in these three contexts 9206, 9248 and 9249 
(Table 84).  Sheep are the main species (17), followed by cattle (5), chicken (5), pig (2), dog (1), 
unidentified bird (1) and unidentified mammal (1).  The small number of bones made any further 
analysis uninformative.112  This is also true of the small shell assemblage with five Sydney Rock 
oysters and two a Sydney cockle and a Hooded Rock oyster (Table 85).  
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4.7.2 Phase 7: 1860s to 1900 Residential and Industrial Development  
Phase 7 evidence within the mill pond area included large quantities of backfill over the pond area, 
deposited as part of on-going ground levelling and consolidation works throughout the mid to late 
19th century.  However, the fills above the mill pond differed from elsewhere on site because they 
contained large quantities of artefacts, interpreted as probable municipal or light trades’ waste.  
These fills provided useful consolidation material over the mill pond when it was no longer required 
and to stabilise the backfilling had begun in Phase 6.113  These backfills displayed tip lines from east 
to west, spreading across the area as part of the levelling events. 
 
Most of the artefacts came from a large test trench (TT57) mechanically excavated through teh 
backfill material.  The artefacts collected were assigned a single context number (9201).  These 
artefacts represent all of the backfilling deposits found in the pond, with other artefacts then 
collected during the cleaning of the sections.  During excavation these fills were assigned individual 
context numbers (9211, 9212, 9219, 9220, 9221, 9226, 9228, 9230), even though they are all 
essentially the same event and contain the same or similar artefacts as those collected in context 
9201 (with conjoins confirming this relationship). 
 
4.7.2.1 Second phase of pond backfilling 9201 and 9211/9212/9219/9220/9221/9226/9228/9230 
The artefacts recovered from these nine contexts are discussed together as essentially they came 
from the same event.  Out of the 686 items recovered, the overwhelming majority came from the 
mechanically excavated trench, context 9201 (Table 86).  These 651 items are 94.9 per cent of 
artefacts from the second phase of backfilling.  It contained 651 items (1420 fragments), 54 bone 
fragments and 10 shells.  The other context contained few artefacts except 9230 with 21 items (34 
fragments), 4 bones and 1 shell (Table 86). 
 
The artefacts from the Phase 7 backfill of the mill pond backfilling are similar to Phase 6 backfilling 
and are indicative of a domestic environment but probably from the disposal of bulk household 
rubbish (Table 87).  Only two artefacts, two leather off cuts, were found, in context 9201.  They 
were probably associated with commercial-related activities rather than from a domestic context.  
These were probably discarded by a shoemaker or leatherworker along with other stock that 
included some of the cut and worn-out shoes and boots.  Overall the artefacts in these nine 
contexts are associated with functions and activities that occur within the household sphere.  Items 
associated with food (312) and beverage (188), numbered 500 in total, together represent 72.9 per 
cent of this assemblage. 
 
The most commonly identified shape are beer/wine bottles (154), along with another 34 beverage-
related bottles: alcohol, aerated water, champagne, ginger beer and stout (Figure 4.31).  Among the 
312 items food-related items were 27 different forms.  These are associated with preparation 
(bowls, dishes); storage (bottles, fish paste/meat paste jar, demijohn, jars, oil/vinegar bottles, oil 
bottle, pickle/chutney bottles, sauce bottles, vinegar bottles); serving (bowl/jug, dishes, jugs, 
platters, stemware, tureens); and consumption (bowls, plates, tumblers, breakfast cups, cups, 
milk/cream jug, saucers, slop bowls, small plates, teapot) (Figure 4.31, Figure 4.32).  Of the food-
related artefacts, the most common were associated with its consumption. The main ones were 
tablewares and teaware (219), with plates (84), saucers (53) and cups (45) being the most 
numerous shapes (Table 87).  Context 9201 contained a range of teawares: breakfast cups (11), tea 
cups (51), milk jug (1), saucer (48), slop bowls (6), teapot (1), and a small plate (5).  Among the 
tableware plates (80) and glass tumblers (4).    
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Figure 4.31: (left) Champagne bottle, dating from 1850-1920, in the second phase of pond backfilling 9201 
(#75176). (right) Pickle/chutney bottle, dating from 1850-1920, in the second phase of pond 
backfilling 9201 (#75178). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.32: (left) Vinegar bottle, dating from 1850-1920, in the second phase of pond backfilling 9201 

(#75181). (right) Perfume bottle, dating from 1820+, also from 9201 (#75148). 10cm scale. Gallery2.    
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Other examples of household-related activities represented within these backfills include those 
associated with clerical activities (ink bottles, pen, penny ink bottles, slate pencil); household 
maintenance and decoration (blacking bottles, figurine); personal hygiene (ewer, ointment jars, 
perfume bottles, poes, toothbrush boxes, wash basins); clothing (boots, galoshes, shoes); 
pharmaceutical (various bottles, jars); and recreational (tobacco pipes) (Figure 4.33).  
 
 

Figure 4.33: (left) Pharmaceutical bottle, dating from 1851-1920, in the second phase of pond backfilling 
9201 (#75151). Embossed on exterior: ‘BARRY'S // TRICOPHEROUS FOR THE SKIN AND HAIR // 
NEW YORK // DIRECTIONS IN THE // PAMPHLET’. (right) Patent bottle, dating from 1859-1901, in 
the second phase of pond backfilling 9201 (#75152). Embossed on exterior: ‘SENIOR / DISPENSING 
CHEMIST / SYDNEY’. 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
The date ranges of the artefacts in all nine fill contexts is broad, with the earliest  manufactured in 
the late 18th century right through to those produced from the mid 19th century, with some still 
being  made into the mid 20th century.  The most recent items, both in context 9201, were 
identified as being manufactured only in the 20th century.  One is a blue flow saucer with a 
transfer-printed basemark featuring a scroll cartouche with ‘CHUSA(N)’ / ‘D.P. & Co.’, the initials 
belonging to the Diamond Pottery Co and dating between 1908 and 1935 (Figure 4.34).  The second 
item is a base fragment from a glass bottle featuring the embossed trademark logo of the Australian 
Glass Manufacturers dating from 1930.114 
 
The wide range of dates found in the backfill is understandable given that the mill pond was buried 
under a series of levelling events.  The excavation methodology, involving the recovery of artefacts 
from a large machine excavated trench (9201), also means that the artefacts collected were likely to 
be mixed, and not the result of excavation of any individual tip lines.  The interpretation that all the 
contexts essentially contain the artefacts from the same source is supported by two items featuring 
conjoining fragments, between 9201 and section cleaning 9221 and 9230 (identified in Table 87 by 
‘0’ in the item count within 9221 and 9230).  A fragment of a green transfer-printed cup in context 
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9201 (#73045) joined with a fragment in context 9221 (#73215), and a fragment of a purple 
transfer-printed plate in context 9201 (#73035) joined with a fragment in context 9230 (#73231). 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.34: Chusan pattern saucer basemark, 
manufactured by the Diamond Pottery Co, Hanley, 
dating from 1908-1935, in the second phase of pond 
backfilling 9201 (#73061). 1cm scale divisions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thirty-two ceramic patterns were found on 123 individual items, within the Phase 7 backfills (Table 
88), (Figure 4.35).  Thirteen of these 14 patterns recovered from the Phase 7 backfills were the 
same as the patterns from Phase 6 mill pond backfills (9206, 9248, 9249) (Table 82).  Again 
supporting that there was little difference between these fills and confirming the Phase 6 fills were 
part of the interface with the Phase 7 backfills.  These 13 patterns are: ‘Albion’, ‘Alma’, ‘Asiatic 
Pheasants’, ‘Cable’, ‘Canton Views’, ‘Chantilly’, ‘Corsina’, ‘Eton College’, ‘Fibre’, ‘Genevese’, ‘Kulat’, 
‘Rhine’ and ‘Willow’.  The green flow ‘Chantilly’ pattern ewer, one of the two conjoining items, had 
a body fragment in 9206 (#73160) and three rim/neck/shoulder fragments in 9201 (#73044).  
 
 

Figure 4.35: Group shot of the identified ceramic patterns recovered from the second phase of pond 
backfilling 9201. 10cm scale. Gallery2.    
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The 32 patterns in these Phase 7 backfills were produced in a range of colours: black, blue, brown, 
green and purple transfer print, along with black flow, blue flow and green flow.  These patterns 
feature mainly on food-related items, particularly plates (49), dishes (13), cups (12), saucers (9), 
bowls (8), platters (8), breakfast cups (5), tureens (4) and slop bowls (2).  The few non-food items 
are hygiene shapes, such as ewers (2), poes (2) and wash basin (1), or unidentified (7).  Many of the 
patterns are commonly seen on other Sydney historical excavations, including: ‘Albion’, ‘Asiatic 
Pheasants’, ‘Cable’, ‘Chantilly’, ‘Corsina’, ‘Fibre’, ‘Forest’, ‘Gem’, ‘Kulat’, ‘Palestine’, ‘Peacock’, 
‘Rhine’, ‘Spangle’ and ‘Willow’, with the ‘Willow’ (26), ‘Albion’ (20) and ‘Rhine’ (13) patterns the 
most commonly represented.  Six of these patterns were not manufactured until the 1860s, 
‘Antique’, ‘Cable’, ‘Chantilly’, ‘Dulcamara’, ‘Kulat’ and ‘Peacock’, while ‘Brooklyn’ was manufactured 
in the 1870s, and ‘Chusan’ was not produced until 1908. 
 
Manufacturer marks on 58 artefacts provide evidence of suppliers, retailer or wholesaler, or pattern 
marks (Table 89).  The marks feature on a variety of items, including stoneware ginger beer bottles  
and jars, platters, plates, ewers, saucers, bowls, breakfast cups, glass aerated water and beer/wine 
bottles, perfume and pharmaceutical bottles, sauce and oil/vinegar bottles, galoshes and tobacco 
pipes.  The marks all have long date ranges, with 32 being manufactured from c.1850 onwards, as 
well as the previously mentioned blue flow ‘Chusan’ pattern saucer, dating between 1908 to 1935 
(#73061), and the glass bottle made by the Australian Glass Manufacturers and dating from 1930 
(#75084).   
 
Faunal remains were associated with this second phase of mill pond backfilling came from contexts 
9201, 9220 and 9230 (Table 90).  A total of 59 bone fragments were recovered, with 54 in context 
9201, one in 9220 and four from 9230.  Sheep were dominant (40), followed by cattle (16), chicken 
(2) and pig (1).  All major body parts are represented, with both the cattle and sheep bone having 
cut and saw marks (Figure 4.36).  Analysis of the bone in context 9201 found it to be consistent with 
commercial/industrial waste, due to the relatively high frequency of appendicular elements 
compared to other skeletal parts.115  These same two contexts also contained the only shell found in 
this backfilling phase, 11 Sydney rock oysters identified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.36: The bone recovered from the second phase of pond backfilling 9201. Much of the bone again 
features cut and saw butchery marks and its skeletal representation is consistent with 
commercial/industrial waste. 20cm scale. Gallery2.    
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4.8 Area 8: Worker's Housing116 
Up until the 1830s Area 8 was below the high water mark.  Characterised by shallow mudflats this 
area was of little use to the shipping interests that had dominated much of the shoreline of early 
Sydney.  However, it was well suited to reclamation and during Phase 5 (late 1830s-early 1840s), 
under the ownership of Thomas Barker, the land was reclaimed using large quantities of clay, 
sandstone and sand fills.  Sales of the land for residential housing began as early as November 1837, 
with 83 allotments offered but many did not sell at this time.117  The residential development on 
Barker’s land was slow until after the 1850s gold rush.  By 1856 there were some houses along 
Steam Mill Street and Barker Street.    
 
Within nine years ten more houses had been built at the west end of Steam Mill Street and Barker 
Lane, five on each frontage with the larger houses on Barker Lane.  The residents of the area 
included those whose trades and professions were representative of the immediate vicinity, such as 
boiler makers, stonemasons, weavers, draymen, engineers, mariners, timber merchants and 
wharfingers, as well as grocers, bootmakers, tailors and laundresses.118 The main Area 8 houses 
were demolished by 1901.   
 
Area 8 produced quantities of material remains associated with the Phases 6 and 7 workers’ 
housing on the southern side of Steam Mill Street.  This overview focuses on the underfloor 
deposits within the lower-storey rooms of the houses.  These deposits have the potential to not 
only indicate the material culture of the inhabitants of the houses but also the ability to produce 
spatial information concerning activity areas.  Cesspits were also found in the rear yards of three 
houses, with two containing material thought to be associated with their use.  These again have the 
potential to provide information about the residents’ attitudes, habits and status. 
 
A total of 14,356 artefacts (17,704 fragments) were recovered across 190 contexts in Area 8 (Table 
91).  From these deposits 121 contexts contained 12,517 bone fragments (Table 92) and 74 had 
1286 fragments of shell (Table 93).  Only some of the contexts in Area 8 will be discussed below.119  
These contexts are primarily associated with the occupation of the workers’ housing on the 
southern side of Steam Mill Street, houses 7, 9, 11, 15, 17 and 19, during the Phases 6 and 7.  
Houses 7, 9, 11, 13, 15 and 19 were built during Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) but the deposits mostly 
accumulated during Phase 7 (1860s-1900).   Phase 7 (1860s-1900) saw the addition of rooms at the 
rear of Houses 13 and 19, the construction of House 17.  The main cesspit fill to be discussed 
belonged to House 7 (8736, 8724). 
 
4.8.1 Phase 6: 1840s to 1860s Residential and Industrial Development 
During Phase 6 six two-storey houses were built along the south side of Steam Mill Street, numbers 
7, 9, 11, 13, 15 and 19 (number 17 was built during Phase 7).  These houses were occupied by 
tenants, some of whom were employees of the nearby milling and foundry industries, but there 
were also some owner/occupiers.  Houses 7, 9 and 11 may have been built as early as 1852 and 
were described in the 1855 rate assessment.  House 19 was also standing by the 1855 rate 
assessment.  House 13 was probably not constructed until after 1856, although confusingly it 
appears on the 1855 City Detail Sheet, probably as a later addition to this survey.  House 15 was 
constructed around 1858.120 
 
The contexts to be discussed in relation to this phase are the underfloor/occupation deposits 
identified within the ground floor rear rooms of houses 7, 9, 11, 13 and 19 (Table 4.1).  These are 
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context 8700 (House 7), 8610 (House 9), 8529 (House 11) and 8630 (House 13).121  It should be 
noted that a standard numbering pattern was applied to the rooms of the houses in Area 8 when 
they were recorded during excavation.  The front room was numbered ‘Room 1’, the rear room or 
kitchen was ‘Room 2’, which subsequent rooms, such as those added onto Houses 13 and 19 in 
Phase 7, given sequential numbers.  The underfloor deposit for House 19 (8850) is different from 
the other houses in that for a time there was just a single room downstairs, with a rear room added 
later in Phase 7, therefore the underfloor deposit here is from this ‘front room’ (‘Room 1’). 
 
Many of the rooms, in particular the front rooms, featured some level of disturbance from later 
20th-century footings which impacted, to varying degrees, on any spatial analysis undertaken with 
the underfloor/occupation deposits, hence the focus here on the rear rooms.  The impacts to 
Houses 15 and 17 meant that the analysis of the underfloor deposits is not warranted.   
 
The methodology for the excavation of the underfloor occupation deposits was based on Casey 
2004.  The system of excavation of underfloor spaces was linked with the Casey & Lowe artefact 
database.  In rooms where underfloor deposits were present, a 500mm by 500mm grid was set up 
and excavated by context in 50mm spits.  The material was 100 per cent wet sieved with 5mm and 
3mm nested sieves to guarantee the collection of all small artefacts (such as pins, beads, buttons, 
seeds, fish bones, rat bones).122 
 
Table 4.1: List of context numbers associated with Phase 6, Area 8 houses and discussed in Section 4.   

House No Construction Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Cesspit Yard 

House 7  8735 8700   8576 
      8592 
      8639 
      8647 

House 9  8634 8610 
8631 

  8654, 8655, 
8672, 8680, 
8682, 8683, 
8684, 8688, 
8694, 8695 

House 11 8600 8529    8520 
 8621 8583    8528 
 8615     8626 
 8616     8519 
 8617      

House 13 8608 
8609 

8630 8585 
8614 

   

House 19 8850 
8873 

(fireplace) 

No 2nd room    8841 

 
 
4.8.1.1 House 7 
This house was listed in the 1855 and 1857 Assessment Books as a two-storey, three-roomed brick 
and shingle house.  The archaeological remains supported the presence of a lower storey with two 
rooms, a front and rear room, with an interior dividing wall.  The rear room also contained footings 
from a fireplace (Figure 3.7.5). 
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Six contexts from House 7, Phase 6, contained 935 items (1115 fragments) (Table 94).123  These six 
contexts were associated with yard modifications (8576, 8592, 8639, 8647), the underfloor deposit 
in the rear room (8700) and the underfloor deposit in the front room (8735).  The front room 
underfloor deposit was very patchy, with the 102 items (88 fragments) coming from a room heavily 
contaminated with other fills.  In addition a large area of the deposit was destroyed by early 20th-
century footings in the southeast of the room.124 
 
The four yard modifications contexts had 43 items (52 fragments) and with one exception are not 
discussed in any further detail here in this overview.  Probably the most interesting item to be 
found in any of these five contexts is a child’s mug, recovered in one of the yard modification fills, 
context 8647 (#71864) (Figure 4.37).  The mug, represented by eight fragments, features the 
remains of a black transfer-printed landscape on one side and a verse on the other – ‘FLOWERS 
THAT NEVER FADE’ / ‘CHARITY’ / ‘Oh thank you dea(r ladies, for)’ / ‘trying to (cheer)’ / ‘A heart that 
can o(nly reply by a tear)’ / ‘(G)od reward you and y(ours for the)’ / ‘comforts you give,’ / ‘(And the 
prayers of an old ma(n be yours)’ / ‘(w)hile I live’.125 
 
Most of the artefacts came from the rear room underfloor deposit (8700), with 790 items 
representing 84.5 per cent of artefacts from House 7 (Phase 6).  This substantial deposit was found 
across most of the rear room, indicating it was the most utilised room in the house.  It was probably 
the kitchen, as it also contained the remains of a fireplace against the western wall.  It was also 
noted that some construction material in this room was also inadvertently excavated as part of the 
underfloor deposit, meaning that some contamination from this material occurred.126 
 

Figure 4.37: Two view of a black transfer-printed Flowers That Never Fade: Charity pattern child’s mug with 
remnant verse and scene, from yard modification fill 8647 (#71864). (right) 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
Although the underfloor deposit was excavated in gridded squares a small number of artefacts, 
including some bone and shell, were collected from the surface before gridding and these were 
assigned the context number but not a grid square.  These items included 35 artefacts (Table 95), 17 
bone fragments (Table 96), nine shell fragments (Table 97) and 42 egg shell fragments (Table 98).  
These non-gridded items are included in the overall discussion of the underfloor deposit, but have 
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not included in the figure showing the gridded amounts; this is why the total artefacts in the grid 
numbers 755 and not 790 (Figure 4.38).127 
 

8700 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
TOTAL 

MIC 
% 

A 35 19 3 1 4 1 
 

3 
 

3 4 11 84 11.1 

B 6 9 1 2 4 
    

 4 7 33 4.4 

C 8 3 9 5 
     

5 6 10 46 6.1 

D 10 
 

3 2 3 4 1 
  

14 28 51 116 15.4 

E 2 7 19 27 27 8 3 
  

34 37 3 199 26.4 

F 23 14 24 15 15 15 4 
  

17 34 45 206 27.3 

G 8 9 7 4 7 
    

14 22 
 

71 9.4 

TOTAL 
MIC 

92 63 69 60 65 34 8 3 87 135 127 755 100 

% 12.4 8.5 9.3 8.1 8.7 4.6 1.1 0.4 11.7 18.2 17.1 99.9 
 

Figure 4.38: House 7, Room 2, artefacts in underfloor deposit 8700, excluding bone and shell (Phase 6) and 
non-gridded artefacts.  These figures are representations of the spatial layout, distribution and 
disturbance of the rooms within the houses.  Most of the artefacts were found along the eastern 
wall, some distance from the fireplace.  These were quite small quantities of artefacts in contrast 
with House 9, and 11.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the above grid shows, there was also an area of significant disturbance within the room, from 
the construction of footings in the early 20th century, running in a north-south direction, which 
heavily impacted upon grid square row numbers 7, 8 and 9. 
 
The deposit was deepest against the fireplace support, however the number of artefacts recovered 
from this part of the room does not reflect this depth.128  The highest concentration of items was 
found in square D11 beside the east wall.  Overall the rows of E and F, towards the southern part of 
the room, contain the most artefacts, with 199 and 206 items (Table 95, Figure 4.38).  These two 
rows contained over half of the underfloor assemblage (53.7%), similarly with the bone (148, 182) 
and shell (43, 70) (Table 96, Table 97).  The bone is also well represented in row A, by the fireplace, 
in particular in squares 1 (89) and 2 (39) (Table 96).  The disturbance to the central area of this room 
undermines the results of any spatial analysis.  Therefore this section focuses on an overview of all 
the artefacts. 
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Artefacts within underfloor deposits generally find their way there through a range of possible 
activities, including being accidently dropped and lost, swept through during cleaning, thrown-in 
during localised repairs and by animal disturbance.129  The 790 items (975 fragments) recovered in 
Hose 7, Room 2 underfloor deposit denotes the activities undertaken not only within this room, but 
also within the general household.  The main categories of artefacts, excluding the bone and shell 
which were quantified separately, include building materials (30), ceramic (148), glass (230), metal 
(80) with miscellaneous being the most numerous (302) (Table 99).  The presence of much of the 
building materials and some of the metal may be from the construction material.   
 
The 790 items, along with the 791 bone and 198 shell fragments, are all representative of a 
domestic assemblage dating from the mid 19th century, with the range of activities identified from 
the general functional categories indicative of a familial household environment (Table 100).  The 
132 architecture artefacts indicate contamination by construction/demolition material, such as 
render, render and set, set, roofing tiles, bolts, nails, mortar/render, and flat window glass.  Also, 
given the very nature of the excavation methodology used here, with wet sieving used to collect all 
the material from gridded squares and spits, many of the items were represented by such tiny 
fragments that they remain unidentified (189).  The majority of these unidentified artefacts are 
either ceramic or glass, mostly of such tiny fragments that for the ceramics not even a general 
shape could be ascertained, just the decorative type (84); while for the glass, only a general shape 
of ‘bottle’ could be assigned (82).130 
 
However, apart from these 132 architectural and 189 unidentified items, the remainder of the 
deposit is very much one identified with the domestic sphere.  Artefacts associated with the 
household are particularly common (113), in the roles of cooking (hook), fittings (escutcheon, hook, 
sash dog), furniture (bracket, knobs, tacks), washing (laundry blue), maintenance (blacking bottle), 
ornamentation (figurine, vases), security (key) and sewing (bobbins, pins, thimbles).  The pins (89) 
are the most common item within the entire underfloor deposit, followed by buttons (56) and 
marbles (40).  The presence of mainly small-sized items is to be expected.   
 
The 104 items personal items are mostly made up of small, associated with clothing, grooming and 
adornment (Figure 4.39, Figure 4.40, Figure 4.41, Figure 4.42).  Evidence for clothing is fastenings, 
such as buckles (2), buttons (56), hooks (4), shoe eyelets (4), a corset strap (1), safety pin (1), and 
stud (1); grooming only by combs (4).  Personal adornment artefacts are in the form of accessories 
and jewellery, beads (25), rings (2) and part of a watch (1).  Larger personal objects are represented 
by fragments of an ewer (1) and a perfume bottle (1).   

 
Figure 4.39: A selection of 
some of the sewing, 
crocheting, lacemaking and 
clothing items found in the 
House 7 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8700, 
including pins, buckles, a 
corset reinforcement strap, 
dress hooks, a shoe eyelet, 
safety pin, crochet hook and 
lace bobbins. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 
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 Casey 2004 (available at http://www.caseyandlowe.com.au/research/casey-pyrmont-2004.pdf); see Hincks discussion 
of Area 8 in Section 3 and 5 for a development of this early model.  
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 Casey & Lowe artefact database. 
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Figure 4.40: A selection of 
buttons and studs found in 
House 7, rear room, 8700. 
They are made of copper 
alloy, mother-of-pearl, 
porcelain, bone and glass. 
10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.41: Ivory nit comb from House 7, rear 
room, 8700 (#80856). 5cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.42: A selection of 
beads, inlay and rings, 
House 7, rear room, 8700. 
They are made of glass, 
bone, mother or pearl and 
copper alloy. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Two other general functional categories in this deposit reflect a familial environment, with small 
items that can easily find their way below the floor (Table 100).  There are the 19 clerical and the 66 
recreation-related items.  All the clerical items are pencils, with the slate pencils (18) which were 
used mostly by children and a mechanical pencil (1) probably used by adults.131  The recreational 
category has many toys and game-related items (42) as well as 20 tobacco smoking pipes.  Toys and 
games are associated mainly again with children, including the dice (1), counter/marble (1), doll (1), 
teaset teapot (1) and marbles (40) (Figure 4.43).  Over half of the marbles (25) were noted as having 
battering marks, indicating that they had been regularly played with prior to being lost.  Several 
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 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsections 3.3.1.2 and 4.9. 
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were severely rat-gnawed indicating a severe infestation below the floor.132  The adult, both male 
and female, indulged in the pastime of smoking tobacco pipes (20) (Figure 4.44).133 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.43: A selection of 
clerical and recreation-
related items found in the 
House 7 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8700, 
including slate pencils, doll’s 
leg, dice, mechanical pencil, 
slate pencil holder, teaset 
teapot and marbles, some 
rat-gnawed (glass, 
stoneware and limestone). 
10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.44: A selection of 
the tobacco pipes found in 
the House 7 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8700, 
made of kaolin (ball clay), 
amber (mouthpieces) and 
bone (mouthpiece). 10cm 
scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Fragments of larger ceramic and glass artefacts fall into food (93) and beverage (56) groups.  Bottles 
associated with beverages are all glass and contained alcohol (29), aerated water (1), beer (1), 
beer/wine (5), champagne (3) and gin/schnapps (16).  The copper wire closure from a bottle is the 
only non-glass item within this category.  Identified shapes were used for storage, serving and 
consumption of food, all activities usually associated with a kitchen.  The 16 storage-related items 
are all glass stoppers and bottles (condiment, oil/vinegar and pickle/chutney).  Serving items (14) 
ceramics (dish, platter) and glass (bowl, stemwares, tablewares).  The 63 items related to food 
consumption (tableware and teaware) were glass (tumblers, cup), ceramics (plates, cups, saucers, 
teapot lid), miscellaneous bone and metal (fork/knife handles, teaspoon).  One of the bone 
fork/knife handles was identified as being used by a child because of its small size (#80864).134 
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 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsections 3.3.1.2 and 4.9. 
133

 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsections 3.3.1.2 and 4.9. 
134

 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 3.3.1.2, Fig 3.5. 
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The date range of the artefacts recovered from this underfloor deposit is broad (Table 100), with 
some items beginning manufactured in the 18th century, others from the early and mid 19th 
century, with a few of the later dated items from the last quarter of the 19th century.  Examples of 
objects first made in the 18th century include glass gin/schnapps bottles, dating from 1775 (#77628, 
#76540); a carnelian marble dating from 1775 (#80917); and limestone marbles dating from 1700 
(#80970-#80972).  Some of the marbles were made from softer limestone mined from c.1800 
(#80870, #80877, #80879).135  Other items are typical of those made from the early 1800s, such as 
the 70 brass pins from c.1809 and a gilded copper alloy mother-of-pearl button dating from c.1802 
(#80980) (Figure 4.45). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.45: A waistcoat button with engraved mother 
of pearl mounted in gilded copper alloy (missing 
central inlay or gem), dating from c.1802-c.1950, from 
the House 7 rear room underfloor deposit 8700 
(#80980). 1cm scale divisions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A few artefacts from this underfloor were produced from the 1870s, 1880s and 1900s, meaning that 
they fall outside of the Phase 6 date range (1804s-1860s).  These include some copper alloy buttons 
dating from 1870 (#80903), 1879 (#80936), c.1880 (#80979), 1886 (#80946); a fabric-covered 
copper alloy button dating from c.1880 (#80769), glazed stoneware marbles dating from c.1870 
(#80765, #80810); an rubber stopper from an aerated water bottle dating from 1875 (#80799); and 
two pieces of copper wire used in electrical cabling unlikely to have been installed before 1905 or 
even later (#68471, #68472).136 
 
The presence of these later-dating items is likely to be a reflection of contamination of the deposit 
when the early 20th-century footings went through, or when the copper electrical wire came from 
the surface collection of the deposit before it was gridded into squares for excavation.  Most of the 
artefacts feature long periods of manufacture, spanning decades and, in a handful of examples, 
centuries.  The limestone marbles were all made up to 1914 when exports from Germany were 
curtailed by World War I; the carnelian marble dates up to c.1930; the brass buttons date into the 
20th century; the mounted mother-of-pearl button dates up to c.1950; and the 70 brass pins date 
up to the present.  Many of the artefacts have not been given end dates of manufacture because 
they are either unknown or are still in production to this day.  The end life of these houses is clearly 
established by their demolition in c.1901.   
 
Five transfer-printed patterns were found on 22 items (Table 101).  All five patterns are commonly 
found on Sydney historical excavations, within assemblages dating from the mid 19th century 
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 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 4.10.3. 
136

 Casey & Lowe artefact database. Electricity in Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 4.16. 
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onwards.  These patterns were found in blue, brown, purple and red transfer prints, with the 
‘Albion’, ‘Gem’, and ‘Willow’ patterns in blue, the ‘Rhine’ pattern in both brown and red, and the 
‘Cable’ pattern in purple.  These patterns associated with the serving and consumption of food, 
such as a bowl (1), a dish (1), plates (14), platter (1), and saucer (1).  The ubiquitous ‘Willow’ pattern 
is the most commonly identified, featuring on 14 items, including plates (10), platter (1), and 
unidentified (4).   
 
Twenty-three artefacts had manufacturer or supplier marks (Table 102).  Out of these, 19 are from 
the miscellaneous category of artefacts and include buttons (9), coin (1), doll (1), tobacco pipes (5) 
and teaspoons (3).  The three teaspoons are all identified as ‘Fiddle’ pattern teaspoons, dating from 
c.1840 (#80741, #80812, #81007).  The tobacco pipes were manufactured in Scotland (#80733), 
France (#80811) and the United Kingdom (#80895, #80986), with the latter pipes being produced 
for two Sydney tobacconists, Thomas Saywell and Hugh Dixson who had their names marked on the 
stems (Figure 4.46).  One of the buttons bears the name of a Sydney retailer (#80946) Anthony 
Hordern & Sons.  The remainder of the marked items all date to within the Phase 6 period except 
four buttons made from 1870 (#80903), 1879 (#90936), 1880 (#80957) and 1886 (#80946) which 
probably represent contamination of the deposit by the later footings.   
 
 

Figure 4.46: Kaolin tobacco pipe made in the United Kingdom for the Sydney tobacconist Hugh Dixson, who 
operated from 1839-1904 (8700/#80986). Found in the House 7 rear room underfloor deposit 
8700. 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
There were also four marked glass items in 8700.  Three were club sauce type glass stoppers 
embossed, ‘GEORGE WHYBROW’, a London based manufacturer of vinegar, sauces, pickles and 
other condiments (#76559, #77619, #77679).  One was part of a bottle for Jean Maria Farina Eau de 
Cologne (#77712), which was first imported into Australia in 1841.137 
 
Only four artefacts from the 790 recovered from 8700, just four were identified with conjoining 
fragments and these all were identified within the same deposit, just in different spits or gridded 
squares (Table 103).  Fragments from a white-glazed bone china saucer were from adjoining 
squares, as were those from a pickle/chutney bottle.  Fragments from a champagne bottle were 
identified in the same square but in different spits.  The only item found in squares on opposite 
sides of the room were two pieces of the same slate pencil.  The two broken pieces of the slate 
pencil possibly rolled in separate directions when dropped or were kicked or swept away unseen.   
Faunal and shell remains were also found in this 8700, quantified separately from the main artefact 
database.  There were 791 bone fragments, over half or 56.3 per cent of the total bone were 
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unidentified mammal (Table 104).  The 445 unidentified mammal bone fragments most likely 
belong to sheep and pig, although their attribution is not definite due to their fragmentary 
nature.138  Fish (109) and rat/rodent (132) bones are the next most common, followed by sheep, 
chicken, cattle, dog and pig.139  The variety of identified species and skeletal elements is 
characteristic of a kitchen underfloor deposit.140  A small amount of the bone (35 fragments), 
including sheep, cattle and unidentified mammal, had butchery marks, made by knife/cleaver cuts 
(23 fragments), sawing (9 fragments) or chopping (3 fragments).141 
 
The 198 shell fragments from the underfloor deposit are mostly related to diet, with the Sydney 
rock oysters (99) and Sydney cockle (49) together forming 74.7 per cent of the shell assemblage 
(Table 105).  The range of shells in this deposit suggests that shellfish contributed to the inhabitants 
dietary, although the presence of cowrie (1) and coral (1) also suggests collecting/souveniring, 
perhaps by children.142 
 
Overall the 790 artefacts, 791 bone fragments, 198 shell fragments and 42 egg shell fragments 
suggest the rear room, the kitchen, was the hub of the home (as it still is today in many houses).  A 
range of activities took place here, including the storage, preparation, serving and consumption of 
food and beverages (also represented by the bone and shell), the sewing/mending of clothes, 
writing, children playing and adults smoking.  Coupled with these are the items of clothing and 
jewellery that represent accidental loss while being worn, made, mended or laundered, such as 
buttons, beads and rings. 
 
4.8.1.2 House 9 
Houses 7 and 9 were built at the same time by the same owner.  The interior configurations 
mirrored each other, as suggested by the location of the fireplaces in both rear rooms (Figure 3.7.5).  
Although there is no record of the owner or occupant of House 9 until 1861, Houses 7 and 9 were 
owned and built by the same person.  Both houses fronted onto Steam Mill Street, with the footings 
indicating that they were both rectangular structures with walls oriented north-south and east-
west.143 
 
The 17 contexts belonging to House 9 contained 2324 items (3282 fragments) artefacts, (Table 
106).144  These contexts were associated with levelling fills (8644, 8693), yard modifications (8654, 
8655, 8672, 8680, 8682, 8683, 8684, 8688, 8694, 8695), yard fill (8625), post holes (8699), and 
underfloor deposits in the front room (8634) and back room (8610, 8631) (Table 4.1).  Sixteen of 
these contexts are not discussed below, as the focus is on the back room (kitchen) underfloor 
deposit 8610.145  Most of these 16 contexts only contained a few artefacts.   
 
The artefacts 132 items (156 fragments) in the front room underfloor deposit (Room 1, 8634), were 
distributed mostly around the periphery of the room.  There was considerable contaminated by 
earlier construction material in this deposit.  Five coins/tokens were found the underfloor deposit in 
the front room (8634).  Three are low denomination British coins minted during the reign of Queen 
Victoria: an 1876 silver threepence (#81844) and two bronze halfpennies from 1863 (#81845) and 
1891 (#81893).  A copper Chinese coin, called a cash (or tongbao), was minted in Dongchan, Yunnan 
province, between 1796 and 1820 (#81888), and probably used as a gambling counter.  A copper 
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 Fillios 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.4. 
139

 Fillios 2010:12, Vol 3, Section 8.4., noted that no attempt was made to identify the type of fish represented, leaving 
scope for future analysis. 
140

 Fillios 2010:18, Vol 3, Section 8.4. 
141

 Casey & Lowe bone database. 
142

 Carter 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.5; see also Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 4.11.3. 
143

 Vol 1, Section 3.7.  
144

 These figures do not include the bone, shell and egg shell which are quantified separately. 
145

 These 16 contexts are discussed within individual specialist artefact reports, Vol 3, Section 8. 
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penny trade token, issued by the Sydney business of Iredale & Co, iron merchants and general 
ironmongers (#81843), was minted by Heaton & Sons, of Birmingham in 1854 to 1857.146 
 
An area of the underfloor deposit in Room 2, in the vicinity of the fireplace, was allocated a 
different context number (8631) due to the high density of charcoal.  This deposit in the northeast 
corner was up to 120mm deep, and contained nine artefacts, 35 bone fragments and no shell.  The 
nine artefacts included mortar (#68386), a rose head nail (#68728), a fine earthenware green 
transfer-printed body fragment (#71777), a fine earthenware whiteware plate fragment (#71778), 
fragments of two glass alcohol bottles (#78009), a lead crystal perfume bottle fragment (#78010), 
an oil/vinegar bottle fragment (#78011), and a sewing pin (#81901).  The 35 bone fragments were 
chicken (2), European rat (2), sheep (6) and unidentified mammal (25). 
 

8610 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
TOTAL 

MIC 
% 

A 9 9 
 

8 16 
    

42 2.1 

B 
 

6 
 

1 1 
  

14 
 

22 1.1 

C 38 11 1 3 
     

53 2.6 

D 74 55 10 4 5 
    

148 7.3 

E 129 127 49 16 5 
    

326 16.0 

F 210 209 91 75 25 
 

19 56 1 686 33.7 

G 117 151 203 177 53 
 

22 34 
 

757 37.2 
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577 568 354 284 105 
 

41 104 1 2034 100 

% 28.4 27.9 17.4 14.0 5.2 
 

2.0 5.1 0.0 100   

Figure 4.47: House 9, Room 2, location of artefacts in the underfloor deposit 8610, excluding bone and shell 
(Phase 6). The focus of activity is in the southwest corner, at some distance from the fireplace.  
North is at the top.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In House 9, as with House 7, had the largest quantity of artefacts in the underfloor deposit (8610) 
Room 2.  In this deposit were 2034 artefacts, 87.5 per cent of the artefacts from House 9 (Phase 6), 
excluding bone, shell and egg shell.  This substantial deposit survived to a depth of 160mm deep in 
some areas.  As with House 7, this room probably functioned as a kitchen, as it had the remains of a 
fireplace on the eastern wall.  The construction of early 20th-century footings (8508) had removed a 
1m wide north-south section of the underfloor deposit in the central east of the room (Figure 
3.5.7).  The remainder of the deposit was excavated within a 500mm x 500mm grid, in 50mm spits, 
and all material then sieved using 5mm and 3mm nested sieves (Tables 107, 108, 109, 110).  The 
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area of disturbance from the 20th-century footings impacted heavily upon grid square row numbers 
6 and 7 (Figure 4.47).147 
 
The highest concentration of artefacts occurred in the southern part of the room, particularly in the 
southwest section, suggesting that this was the area of most activity.  The two southern gridded 
rows of F and G together contain over half of the artefact assemblage (69.9%), with 686 items and 
757 items respectively (Table 107, Figure 4.47).  There was a noticeable concentration of artefacts 
within the southwest corner of the room, seen in the gridded squares E1, E2, F1, F2, G1 and G2, 
with large numbers found further along the southern wall, in squares G3 and G4.  Fragments of 
bone (747), egg shell (51) and shell (142) were also found along the southern side of the room, with 
bone fragments in rows F (231) and G (159), egg shell, 14 and 23 in these two rows, and shell 
fragments,  27 and 49 respectively (Tables 108, 109, 110).  Bone was concentrated in gridded 
square B8, with 124 fragments; this was very close to the fireplace (Table 108).  Overall this 
underfloor deposit does contain a large quantity of artefacts, with most occurring in the south and 
southwest area of the room, any meaningful spatial analysis of the deposit is again not possible due 
to the significant disturbance caused by the 20th-century footings cutting through the central east 
part of the room.  Instead an overview of all the artefacts recovered is again presented here (Figure 
4.47). 
 
As stated earlier, artefacts in underfloor deposits generally find their way there through a range of 
activities, including being simply dropped and lost, swept through during cleaning, and from animal 
disturbance below the floor.148  The 2034 items (2853 fragments) from this underfloor deposit 
relate to some of the activities undertaken not only within this room, but also within the household 
as a whole.  The main categories of artefacts, excluding the bone and shell which were quantified 
separately, were building materials (6), ceramic (235), glass (309), metal (331), miscellaneous (1150) 
and organic (3), with the miscellaneous items by far the most commonly found (Table 111). 
 
The 2034 items, along with the 747 bone, 51 egg shell and 142 shell fragments, are typical of a 
domestic assemblage dating from the mid 19th century onwards, with the range of activities 
indicative of a familial environment.  The deposit is an accumulation of artefacts during both Phase 
6 (1840s-1860s) and into Phase 7 (1860s-1900), prior to the 1880s when the floorboards of the 
house were lifted and the vacant space filled with red and yellow clays.149  The general functions 
assigned to these 2034 artefacts are strongly associated with household-related behaviours, apart 
from most of the architectural items (Table 112).  The 381 items with an architecture-related 
general function, 18.7 per cent of this assemblage, included 297 nails (89.7%), followed by flat 
window glass (59).  Again, given the nature of the excavation methodology, with wet sieving used to 
collect all the material from the gridded squares and spits, the general function of many items, 
which were represented by such tiny fragments, could not be identified (207).  The majority of 
these unidentified items were either ceramic or glass.  For almost all of the ceramics, the fragments 
were so small that not even a general shape could be ascertained, but only the decorative type (94). 
For the glass, usually a general shape could be assigned to these fragments, such as ‘bottle’ (53 
MIC), ‘jar’ (1) and ‘hollow’ (ie a hollow vessel) (9).  Yet some glass artefacts remained too 
fragmentary to even identify their original shape (15 MIC, 52 fragments) (Table 112). 
 
Apart from the 381 architectural and 207 unidentified items, the rest of the assemblage contains 
domestic artefacts, with personal items the msot common (420).  The personal category includes 
the accessories (2), clothing (225), grooming (11), health (1), hygiene (1), jewellery (163) and 
religion (1), among others (Table 112).  The majority of the personal items are, by their very nature, 
small and easily dropped or lost through floorboards; some of these are whole, but may have been 
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 Figure 4.47 does not include bone or shell data as this was quantified separately. 
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 Casey 2004 (available at http://www.caseyandlowe.com.au/research/casey-pyrmont-2004.pdf) 
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 Hincks 2009:84, Vol 2, Section 7.4. 
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part of a larger composite object.  The two most numerous items within the personal general 
function are buttons (160) and beads (154), totalling 74.8 per cent of all personal items in this 
context (Figure 4.48, Figure 4.49).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.48: Button and 
stud types found in the 
House 9 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8610, 
made of porcelain, copper 
alloy, iron, mother-of-
pearl, bone and glass. 10cm 
scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.49: Bead types 
made of glass, copper alloy 
and bone found in the 
House 9 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8610. 
10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 4.50: A selection of jewellery items found in the House 9 rear room underfloor deposit 8610, 
including beads, inlays, facetted fake gems, inlay/seal, pendant, swivel ring, rings, Miraculous 
Mary medal and chains. 10cm scale. Gallery2.   
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Aside from buttons, clothing is represented by fasteners, such as buckles (3), buttons (160), 
buttons/studs (3), corset components (3), disc (1), eye and eyelets (4), heel plate (1), dress hooks 
(25), safety pins (4), shoe eyelets (10), shoe/boot heel (1), stud (1) and shoe tack (1).  Accessories 
and items of jewellery include  a penknife (1), swivel ring (1), button/ring (1), inlay (3), rings (3), 
badge (1), beads (154), brooch/clips (2), brooch/pendant (1), fake gems (3), pendant (1), chain (1), 
inlay/seal (1), links (2), perfume bottles (2) and stoppers (2), watch (1) and watch crystal (1) (Figure 
4.50). 
 
Personal health and grooming artefacts included combs (11), a spectacle lens (1) and the fragment 
from a ceramic spongeware ewer (1).  The single item identified with religion a religious assocation 
is a Miraculous Mary medal (#81273) of a type made from c.1832, showing that someone in House 
9 was of the Roman Catholic faith (Figure 4.51).150 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.51: The Miraculous Mary religious medal, dating 
from c.1832+, from the House 9 rear room underfloor 
deposit 8610 (#81273). 1cm scale divisions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Household-related items, 407 artefacts, included 359 sewing pins (88.2%).  These pins are the most 
commonly identified artefact within the entire deposit, as was the case in the rear room of House 7 
(8700).  Artefacts associated with the household activities include those used for cooking, 
furnishings and fittings, laundry, lighting, ornamentation (decor) and sewing.  Cooking is 
represented by hooks (4) used to hang pots from a chimney crane in the fireplace.151  Indications of 
the types of furnishings and fittings are shown by hooks (2), tacks (10), a curtain ring (1), 
escutcheon (1), hasp (1), hinge (1), keys (2), rose plate (1), toggle (1), eyescrew (1), screw (1) and 
washer (1).  A fragment of laundry blue pigment used to whiten clothes during washing was also 
found.  Household lighting is identified by a lamp bracket (1), turnkey (1) and glass prism (1).  
Ornamentation around the home is represented by hanging chains (2), frames (3) and a clock frame 
(1).  Apart from the pins (359), items associated with sewing include a bobbin (1), pins/needles (2) 
and thimbles (2). 
 
Two further categories reflecting familial surroundings are the 90 clerical and 168 recreation-
related artefacts.  The clerical items are mostly slate pencils (62), with these and the fragments 
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from slate writing boards (5) were used predominately by children.152  The remaining 23 items may 
have been used by either children or adults, including ink pens (8), lead pencils (13), a mechanical 
pencil (1) and a penny ink bottle (1).  The recreational items are associated with both children and 
adult-related activities, with children represented by pastimes including crayons (2), 
counters/marbles (3), doll (1), marbles (80) and the wheel off a toy (1).  Of the 80 marbles, 68 are 
noted as having battering marks, indicating that they had been regularly played with prior to being 
lost (Figure 4.52).153  The adult activities are associated with smoking, in the form of a porcelain 
match case (1) and tobacco pipes (77) (Figure 4.53).  All but two of the pipes are made of kaolin, the 
exceptions being an amber mouthpiece (#81580) and a bone mouthpiece (#81322).154  Three items 
within the recreation category have not been specifically ascribed to either children or adults, these 
being a bone chess piece (#81461), bone domino (#81630) and reed from a harmonica (#81483). 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.52: A selection of the 
recreation-related items 
found in the House 9 rear 
room underfloor deposit 
8610, including a domino, 
doll’s arm, noughts-and-
crosses frame drawn on a 
fragment of slate board and 
marbles (porcelain, glass and 
limestone). 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.53: A selection of 
smoking paraphernalia 
found in the House 9 rear 
room underfloor deposit 
8610, including an hand-
painted porcelain pipe or 
match case in the shape of a 
bird (top left), and tobacco 
pipes made of kaolin, bone 
(mouthpiece) and amber 
(mouthpiece). 10cm scale. 
Gallery2 
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Figure 4.54: Bone chess piece from the House 9 rear 
room underfloor deposit 8610 (#81461). 5cm scale. 
Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
There were eight coins and an unidentified coin/token (1).  These are of interest as they come from 
a number of different countries including Britain, France, China and Peru.  The five coins from 
Britain are an 1877 silver threepence (#81579), an 1860-1894 bronze penny (#81559), an 1860-1894 
bronze halfpenny (#81728), and two 1867 bronze pennies (#81558 , #81642).  A bronze 1852 French 
10 Centimes coin was also identified (#81396), as was a copper Chinese halfcash of unknown date 
due to heavy fabric decay (#81903).  The Chinese halfcash and possibly the 1688 copper Spanish 
cob minted in Peru (#80909) were used as gambling counters (Figure 4.9).  The Spanish cob is of 
unknown low denomination and because it is not made of silver, it appears to be of thin debased 
form and may be a Victorian-era counterfeit.155  The single copper alloy coin/token is an illegible a 
die-stamped thick, circular flan (#81335).156 
 
An additional item of interest is a token/counter/pendant dating between c.1876 and c.1895 
(#81798).  Made originally as a copper alloy token in the form of an imitation British ‘Spade’ guinea, 
was probably reused as a counter before it was pierced with a hole at the top and became a 
pendant for either a fob or leontine chain (Figure 4.55).  It was minted by the medallists Brookes 
and Adams, of Birmingham, for John Woods, also of Birmingham, who made chains, dies and 
tools.157 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.55: Imitation 
'Spade' guinea made for 
John Wood, Birmingham 
(c.1876-c.1895), from the 
House 9 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8610 
(#81798). Left-right: 
obverse-reverse. 1cm scale 
divisions. Gallery2. 
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As with the rear room underfloor deposit in House 7 (8700), fragments from larger items in House 9 
are linked to the functions of food (224), beverage (74) and food/beverage (8), and mainly from the 
artefact categories of ceramic and glass.  The items associated with beverage are, with four 
exceptions, all glass bottles, with the fragments identified with alcohol (22), beer/wine (17), 
champagne (4), container (1), gin/schnapps (25) and whisky (1).  The four exceptions are a salt-
glazed stoneware stout bottle (1) and ferrous metal bottle seals (3).  
 
The food category features glass and ceramics, as well as one worked bone object, a seed fragment 
and a few metal items (Table 112).  These artefacts are associated with storage, preparation, 
serving and consumption of food, all activities usually found in a kitchen.  The 45 storage-related 
items are, with three exceptions, glass and include condiment bottles (9), containers (2), oil/vinegar 
bottles (12) and stoppers (5), pickle/chutney bottle (1) and sauce bottle stoppers (13).  The three 
non-glass items are a copper alloy and silver mustard spoon (#81637), a copper alloy salt spoon 
(#81174) and a pewter lid off a possible jug/dish/flagon/teapot (#81515).  Food preparation is 
represented by ceramic yellow ware dishes (2).  The 27 serving items are ceramic and glass, with 
ceramic shapes such as a comport (1), a jug (1), platters (8) and tureen (1); glass shapes included a 
dish (1), a plate (1), stemwares (2) and tablewares (12).  The 150 food consumption artefacts are in 
ceramic (126)  and glass (15), metal (7), worked bone (1) and seed (1).  The ceramic shapes are a 
bowl (1), plates (53), cups (28), saucers (35), a teapot (1), egg cups (4) and small plates (4).  The 
glass vessels includes tumblers (15). The metal items are all cutlery and include an iron fork (1), iron 
and steel fork/knife (2), steel knives (2) and silver-plated teaspoons (2).  The single worked bone 
item is a nipple guard off a baby’s feeding bottle or teething ring (#81274) and the lone seed a 
fragment from a nectarine (#95703). 
 
The broad date range of the artefacts recovered in this deposit confirms that underfloor deposit 
8610 accumulated during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and Phase 7 (1860s-1900), (Table 112).  The 
artefacts found within this deposit were lost prior to the 1880s, when the floorboards were lifted 
and the underfloor space sealed by clay fills; presumably as a means to stop rats from using this 
space and to assist in preventing the spread of disease.  The dated coins are excellent markers, 
dating in the 1850s (#81396), 1860s (#81558, #81559, #81642, #81728) and 1870s (#81579).  A few 
items began production in the 1880s, just presumably before the floorboards were removed and 
the deposit sealed.   
 
The 1880s items are all buttons and tobacco pipes, and it is possible that some of these found their 
way into the deposit at the time when the underfloor was sealed, after being dropped or lost by the 
workers removing the flooring.  Examples of these 1880s dated buttons include copper alloy 
buttons dating from 1880 (#81135, #81136, #81268, #81328, #81329), 1880-1888 (#81330), 1882 
(#81159) and 1886-1969 (#81216).  The latter was marked by the Sydney retailer Anthony Hordern 
and Sons (Figure 4.57).  The kaolin tobacco pipes are two stems dating between 1880-1882 
(#81450) and 1880-1960 (#81346).158  Some of the artefacts recovered began to be manufactured in 
the 18th century, including glass gin/schnapps bottles that date from 1775 (#76045, #76114, 
#76170), an iron and steel knife blade dating between 1760-1850 (#81447) and an iron fork also 
dating between 1760-1850 (#81448).   
 
Like the artefacts from the rear room underfloor deposit in House 7 (8700), most of the items 
feature very long periods of manufacture, spanning decades and, in some cases, centuries.  For 
example the 66 limestone marbles, these were first manufactured in the 1700s (24) and browner 
stones in the 1800s (42), while their importation was only curtailed in 1914.  The 61 slate pencils 
were made until the 1960s; and the 296 brass pins were made from 1809.159  Many of the artefacts, 
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including the pins, have also not been given end dates of manufacture, because either these dates 
are unknown or the objects are still in production to this day. 
 
Ceramics came with a variety of patterns, six transfer-printed patterns, and one white-glazed and 
moulded semi-vitreous fine earthenware pattern were identified, on 42 individual items (Table 
113).  All seven patterns found, ‘Albion’, ‘Asiatic Pheasants’, ‘Cable’, ‘Gem’, ‘Medallion Sprig’, 
‘Rhine’ and ‘Willow’, are common on Sydney historical excavations within assemblages dating from 
the mid 19th century onwards.  The transfer-printed patterns are represented in blue (including 
flow ware) and purple, with the ‘Albion’, ‘Asiatic Pheasants’, ‘Gem’, ‘Rhine’ and ‘Willow’ patterns all 
in blue, with the ‘Willow’ pattern also in blue flow, and the ‘Cable’ pattern in purple.  These 
patterns are all on vessels used for the serving and consumption of food, including platters (6), 
plates (24) and saucers (3).  Like the underfloor deposit of the rear room in House 7 (8700), the 
ubiquitous ‘Willow’ pattern is the most commonly identified, featuring on 17 items, including plates 
(6), platters (2) and unidentified (9).  As well as the ‘Willow’ pattern, the ‘Albion’, ‘Cable’ and ‘Rhine’ 
patterns also featured in the House 7 deposit.  These seven patterns also confirm that the 
underfloor accumulation occurred during both Phase 6 and Phase 7, which would allow for 
sufficient time lags between when items were purchased, used and eventually broken to then 
become part of the archaeological record before the deposit was sealed in the 1880s. 
 
Seventy-six of the artefacts feature the remains of manufacturer or supplier marks (Table 114).  
Most of these are from the miscellaneous category of artefacts (64 items) and include buttons (30), 
coins (8), ink pens (2), tobacco pipes (17), teaspoons (2), a bullet cartridge (1), mustard spoon (1), 
ring (1), safety pin (1) and a token/counter/pendant (1). 
 
There are also seven glass items either with the product name or a distinctive shape associated with 
a certain product.  One was the embossed base of a whisky bottle from the James Stewart & Co 
Saucel distillery, Paisley, Scotland (#76115).  Nine were oil/vinegar or other condiment bottles 
which had a distinctive row of half chevrons associated with the London-based manufacturer 
George Whybrow.  Four were club sauce type stoppers embossed with the name ‘GEORGE 
WHYBROW’.  These were mostly for sauces and other condiments, but one stopper (#76081) was 
cobalt blue, and has been associated with the castor oil, which was used medicinally.  Another club 
sauce type stopper (#76144) was embossed ‘LEA & PERRINS’, which was another British 
manufacturer of sauces. 
 
Only one ceramic item in context 8610 had a maker’s mark, a white-glazed semi-vitreous fine 
earthenware plate.  The mark was a black transfer-printed basemark featuring a crown above a 
shield containing ‘(IR)ONSTONE’ / ‘CHINA’ / ‘(POWELL & BISHOP)’, dating between 1867-1878 
(#71067). 
 
Four of the buttons are interesting in that they bear the names of local Sydney retailers.  These are: 
Farmer & Co, who traded from 1869-c.1950 (#81098), R. C. Hagon, tailor and outfitter, from c.1882-
1949+ (#81159), A. Hordern & Sons, from c.1886-c.1969 (#81216) and Peapes & Shaw, 
clothier/tailor, from c.1868-c.1884 (#81743)Figure 4.57.  Another button also has a local connection 
in that it was made for the NSW Water Police bertween c.1802-c.1968 (#81414), (Figure 4.56, Figure 
4.57).  
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Figure 4.56: (left) Farmer & Co button, dating between 1869-c.1950, from the House 9 rear room underfloor 

deposit 8610 (#81098).(right) R. C. Hagon button, dated between c.1882-1949+, from the House 9 
rear room underfloor deposit 8610 (#81159). 1cm scale divisions. Casey & Lowe scan. 

 
 

Figure 4.57: (left) A. Hordern & Sons button, dating between c.1886-c.1969, from the House 9 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8610 (#81216). (middle) Peapes  & Shaw button, dating between c.1868-c.1884, 
from the House 9 rear room underfloor deposit 8610 (#81743). (right) N.S.W. Water Police button, 
dating between c.1802-c.1968, from the House 9 rear room underfloor deposit 8610 (#81414). 1cm 
scale divisions. Casey & Lowe scan. 

 
 
One of the kaolin tobacco pipes was manufactured in the United Kingdom for the Sydney 
tobacconist Hugh Dixon, who operated from 1839-1904 (#81639).  Ten of the pipes were the robust 
Irish navvy/dudeen style dating from c.1860-c.1930 and made in the United Kingdom/Europe 
(#81089, #81102, #81183, #81184, #81341, #81445, #81446, #81452, #81753, #81755).  Another 
four pipes were identified as being made in Scotland between 1806-1955 (#81257), 1880-1882 
(#81450) and 1846-1967 (#81451, #81756).160   
 
Out of the 2034 items recovered from the House 9, Room 2 underfloor deposit only eight were 
identified with conjoining fragments.  These were mostly from the same deposit, just in different 
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gridded squares or spits (Table 115).  Fragments from a glass tumbler and a glass tableware item 
were from adjoining squares, and fragments from a yellow ware dish and a copper alloy buckle 
were found in the same squares but in different spits.  Fragments from a glass pharmaceutical 
bottle and a clobbered saucer were found in different squares within other areas of the room.  The 
single exception to having joining fragments within this same deposit was an iron and copper lamp, 
which had joining fragments found here and in context 8629, the interface between this underfloor 
deposit and the later clay fill that was used to seal the underfloor cavity in the 1880s. 
 
Faunal and shell remains were also found in this deposit.  There were 747 bone fragments  with 
over a quarter being unidentified mammal (31.3%) and just over another quarter being unidentified 
fish (27.4%) (Table 116).161  Like the unidentified mammal bone from the rear room deposit of 
House 7 (8700), these also most likely belong to sheep and pig; however because of their 
fragmentary nature they could not be positively attributed to either one species or the other.162  
However given that the most common species is sheep, with the 214 fragments representing 28.6 
per cent of this faunal assemblage, and pig bone only numbers six fragments, it seem probable that 
much of the unidentified mammal will also be sheep.  Other species found, apart from the pig, are 
European rat (52), rodent (not further identified) (23), chicken (6), cattle (3), unidentified bird (3), 
human (2) and dog (1).  The human bone are both teeth (#7651, #7669), identified as juvenile 
incisors.163  Rat and other rodent bones are commonly found in underfloor deposits, with these 
intrusive species known to be accumulators of bone and harbourers of disease.  Out of the 214 
sheep bones, 48 had marks which were identified as rodent gnaw marks.164 
 
The variety of species and skeletal elements are characteristic of an underfloor deposit and 
domestic food refuse.165  A small amount of bone, including sheep (21), cattle (1) and unidentified 
mammal (3), were noted as having butchery marks, made by either cuts from a knife or cleaver or 
sawn.166  Further evidence of the dietary sources of the residents of House 9 came from 51 
fragments of chicken egg shell collected from context 8610 (Table 110). 
 
There were 142 shell fragments found in Room 2, with 14 out of the 17 shell species.  Sydney Rock 
oyster was the most commonly found (39 NISP, 27.5%), followed by the Gold-mouthed Top shell 
(Bembicium auratum) (28 NISP, 19.7%) and Sydney cockles (15 NISP, 10.6%) (Table 117).  The range 
of shells indicates that shellfish contributed to the dietary diversity of the inhabitants.  However the 
presence of cowries (2), coral (1) and Gold-Mouthed Top shells (28) may suggests that some shell in 
the deposit came from collecting/souveniring, perhaps by children.167  The shell species were similar 
to those found in the deposit of House 7 (8700). 
 
Overall the 2034 artefacts, 747 bone fragments and 142 shell fragments once again suggest that 
this rear room, the kitchen, was the hub of the home during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and Phase 
7 (1860s-1900).  The range of activities that took place here are represented by a variety of items 
that accumulated under the floor prior to the 1880s, when the floorboards of the house were lifted 
and the vacant space filled with clays in a bid to stop rodents.  These activities included the storage, 
preparation, serving and consumption of food and beverages (also represented by the bone and 
shell); as well as other family activities, notably those by women and children, the 
sewing/mending/laundering of clothes, writing, children playing and adults smoking.  Coupled with 
these are objects broken while grooming, such as hair combs, perfume bottles and stoppers, and 
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the wearing of spectacles, along with items of clothing and jewellery that represent accidental loss 
while being worn, such as buttons, beads, rings and the religious medal.  Accidental loss is also 
represented by the coins and keys. 
 
4.8.1.3 House 11 
House 11 belongs to the same phase of construction as Houses 7 and 9.  House 11 Steam Mill 
Street, was on the same alignment as its western neighbours.168  House 11 was built sometime 
between 1852, when Thomas Barker sold its land, and 1855, when the house first appeared a rate 
assessment.  In the 1861 rate assessment it was recorded as a two-storey, three-room house of 
brick and shingle construction, with a kitchen noted.169 
 
Twelve contexts were excavated at House 11 and were analysed as belonging to Phase 6 and they 
contained quantities of artefacts, 2788 items (2568 fragments) (Table 118).170  These 12 contexts 
are associated with structural elements (8506), construction debris (8600, 8621), yard surface fills 
(8520, 8528, 8626), yard accumulation (8519), and underfloor deposits in the front room (8615, 
8616, 8617) and back room (8529, 8583).  Unfortunately once again the underfloor remains in the 
front room were heavily impacted by early 20th century footings, leaving patchy deposits and 
showing signs of archaeological contamination from later deposits (Figure 3.7.30).  It was assigned 
three context numbers depending on the location and level of contamination (8615, 8616, 8617), 
with a total of 144 items (169 fragments) recovered. 
 
Perhaps the most interesting item to be found in a House 11, Phase 6 deposit outside of the rear 
room, was a miniature copper alloy medallion commemorating the silver wedding anniversary of 
Edward Prince of Wales & Alexandra in 1888.  This came from a front room underfloor deposit 
(8615).  Its obverse states ‘IN COMMEMORATION OF THE SILVER WEDDING / OF / TH. R. HS / 
ALBERT EDWARD / PR OF WALES / -AND- / ALEXANDRA / PRS OF WALES / MARRIED / 10th MARCH / 
1863’, whereas the reverse is heavily encrusted, with just ‘THE [ ]TURE […..] 1888’ visible around 
border (#99390).171 
 
The fireplace in the southwest corner of the rear room contained a similar deposit (8583) to that of 
the rest of the underfloor in the room (8529).  The fireplace deposit was given a different number 
even though the items in it probably derived from the underfloor when it was disturbed at some 
stage, possibly during repairs to the floor or the fireplace.  The 56 items found in the fireplace 
deposit are dominated by architectural-related items (38), with nails (36) the most common.  This 
deposit was probably part of the disturbed underfloor as suggested by the 91 bone fragments 
found in the fireplace which included similar proportions of the three common animal bone species  
as found in the remainder of the underfloor of the rear room (8529).  These are sheep (48), 
unidentified fish (23) and unidentified mammal (15).  As with Houses 7 and 9 this overview focuses 
on the backroom (Room 2) underfloor deposit (8529), while the other eleven contexts are not 
discussed in detail.172   
  
In House 11, as with Houses 7 and 9, the majority of artefacts came from the rear room (Room 2) 
underfloor deposit (8529), 2436 items or 87.4 per cent of the artefacts associated with House 11 
(Phase 6).  This deposit in this room, probably the kitchen, excavated within a 500mm x 500mm 
grid, in 50mm spits, with all material then sieved using 5mm and 3mm nested sieves (Tables 119, 
120, 121, 122).  The deposit covered most of the underfloor space of the room, but the eastern 1m 
or so had been partially removed by a service trench for the installation of plumbing in the late 19th 
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century (Figure 3.7.30).  This disturbance removed the underfloor deposit in grid row numbers 9 
and 10 (Figure 4.58).173 
 
 

8529 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
TOTAL 

MIC 
% 

A 36 79 81 85 31 25 16 
   

353 14.5 

B 29 58 90 113 59 30 11 1 
  

391 16.1 

C 30 67 95 84 100 47 50 17 
  

490 20.1 

D 24 34 79 99 113 80 81 48 
  

558 22.9 

E 
  

16 93 100 116 132 58 
  

515 21.1 

F 
  

1 45 47 25 11 
   

129 5.3 

TOTAL 
MIC 

119 238 362 519 450 323 301 124 
  

2436 100 

% 4.9 9.8 14.9 21.3 18.5 13.3 12.4 5.1 
  

100 
 

Figure 4.58: Distribution of artefacts in House 11, Room 2, in the underfloor deposit 8529, excluding bone 
and shell (Phase 6). The pattern shown in this grid represents a central focus in the room and 
gradually expanding outwards from the centre of the room.  This is different to the pattern 
observed in Hose 7 and 9 were the highest concentration of artefacts was focused along wall lines.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The artefacts in Room 2 were concentrated in the central area of the room and spread outwards.  
This shows a pattern somewhat different to House 7 and 9 where the artefacts were focused along 
wall lines.  While there is disturbance in the eastern section of the room, coupled with the 
excavation of a trench for the late 19th century installation of plumbing, this impacts on the ability 
to undertake spatial analysis.  Therefore this section provides a general overview of the artefacts 
recovered from the deposit. 
 
As outlined in Houses 7 and 9, the 2436 items (2006 fragments) recovered from House 11 suggest 
some of the activities undertaken by the residents; not only within this room, but also within the 
household as a whole.  The main material categories of artefacts found, excluding the bone and 
shell which was quantified separately, include building materials (7), ceramic (345), glass (332), 
metal (457), miscellaneous (1291) and organic (4) (Table 123), with the miscellaneous items again 
being by far the most common. 
 
The 2436 items, along with the 2786 bone, 188 shell and 196 egg shell fragments, are 
representative of a household domestic assemblage dating from the mid 19th century onwards.  
The range of activities identified by the artefacts is indicative of a familial environment.  Like the 
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rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 7 and 9, the artefacts in this deposit also suggest that it 
accumulated during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and on into Phase 7 (1860s-1900), prior to the 
lifting of the floorboards in the 1880s, when the vacant space filled with red and yellow clays.174 
 
The general activity categories associated with the 2436 artefacts include household-related 
behaviours, with the exception of the architectural-related items (Table 124).  There were 474 items 
identified with the role of architecture, 19.5 per cent of artefacts recovered in this deposit.  These 
architectural items are mostly 427 nails (90.1%), with some window glass (38) and other items.  The 
use of wet sieving to collect all the material from gridded squares and spits meant that many of the 
items collected from the deposit were tiny fragments and their general function could not be 
unidentified (385).  As was found in the cases of the underfloor deposits of Houses 7 and 9 
discussed above, the majority of these unidentified items are either ceramic or glass, comprising of 
such small fragments that for the ceramics not even a general shape could be identified, just the 
decorative type (197), and for the glass just a general shape of ‘bottle’ (104) or ‘unidentified 
container’ (43) could be assigned (Table 124). 
 
Apart from the 474 architectural and 385 unidentified items, the reminder of the deposit is 
identifiable with the domestic sphere.  Items relating to personal clothing, accessories and 
grooming are particularly common (554).  The two most common personal artefacts are buttons 
(219) and beads (194), which form 74.5 per cent of all personal items from the deposit (Figure 4.59, 
Figure 4.60).  The majority of personal items are small and were easily dropped or lost through 
floorboards.  Other artefacts from this category are associated with clothing, accessories, jewellery, 
grooming and religion. 
 
Items from clothing are buckles (3), buttons (219), discs from button inserts (3), studs (13), eyes (6), 
eyelets (3), hooks (20), rivets (4), safety pins (4), shoe eyelets (10), shoe hooks (4), a shoe/boot heel 
(1), button/badge (1), button/stud (1), corset fastener (1), split pin (1) and spur (1) (Figure 4.61).  
Accessories and items of jewellery within context 8529 included: a clip (1), fan (1), a handle, 
possibly from an umbrella (1), swivel ring (1), necklace (1), bracelet/necklace (1), ring (1), 
brooch/stud (1), stud (1), disc (1), earring (1), chain (1), watch (1), watch crystal (1), beads (194), 
fake gems (3), inlays (5), pendants (3), brooches (2), penknives (4), and fob watches (2) ( (right)).  A 
comparable swivel ring was also found in the rear room underfloor deposit of House 9 
(8610/#81628).  The item identified as a fretted bone hand fan was possibly manufactured in China 
and was represented by two stick fragments from different gridded squares within this rear room 
(#98804/#99127).  It was similar to a fan in the front room underfloor deposit of House 7 
(8735/#80680) (Figure 4.62).175 
 
Context 8529 items relating to grooming are: combs (24), a curler (1), hair clip (1), mirror fragment 
(1) and a perfume bottle stopper (1).  The hair curler is interesting, as it was made by modifying the 
ends of a broken kaolin tobacco pipe stem (#98686).176  Two items are ling with religion, and in 
particular the Roman Catholic faith.  These were copper alloy religious medals.  One was a 
Miraculous Mary medal, which was made from c.1832 (#69754) and was the same type as that from 
the underfloor deposit in the rear room of House 9 (8610/#81273).  The second was a St Benedict 
medal, known to be made until c.1880 (#98450) (Figure 4.63).177 
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 Hincks 2009:89, Vol 2, Section 7.4. 
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 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 3.3.3.4 
176

 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsection 3.3.3.4. 
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 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: Subsections 3.3.3.4 and 4.12.1. 
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Figure 4.59: A selection of buttons 
and studs found in the House 11, 
rear room underfloor deposit 8529, 
including copper alloy, porcelain, 
bone, horn/iron, mother-of-pearl 
and glass. 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.60: A 
selection of the glass, 
shell, vulcanite and 
jet beads found in the 
House 11 rear room 
underfloor deposit 
8529. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 
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Figure 4.61: (left) One of the belt buckles found in the House 11 rear room underfloor deposit 8529.  A 

stamped-out copper alloy belt buckle with triangular cut out for attachment of insignia plate and a 
laurel wreath relief design on border. Probably military (#98645).  (right) An ornate fob chain 
pendant, dating between c.1850-c.1920, from the House 11 rear room underfloor deposit 8529 
(#98883). A dark red polished glass intaglio, featuring the engraved head of the Greek goddess 
Athena wearing a helmet facing right, set in an ornate gilded copper alloy filigree setting hanging 
off a chain. The backlit intaglio is 13mm x 13mm square. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.62: Fretted bone fan stick fragments. Left: 
House 7 (8735/#80680). Middle & right: House 11, 
rear room underfloor deposit 8529 (#98804/#99127). 
1cm scale divisions. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Items associated with household-related activities are well-represented in this deposit, with 386 
artefacts.  Out of these 339 are sewing pins (87.8%).  Aside from the 427 nails, these 339 pins are 
the most commonly identified shape within the entire underfloor deposit.  Unlike the nails which 
are associated with the construction/demolition of the house, these pins relate directly to the 
activities undertaken within the room.  Household items are from furnishings and fittings, lights and 
ornaments, and from the activity of sewing.  Broken items off furnishings and fittings are 
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represented by inlays (4) and hardware such as a hook (1), curtain ring (1), spring (1), thumbscrew 
(1), eyescrew (1), nut (1), screws (2) and a range of tacks (9) and nail/tacks (3).  Lighting and 
ornamentation is represented by a prism from a lamp or chandelier (1), an ornamental chain (1), 
figurine (1), picture frame (1), frame/clock (2) and clock (1).  The graphite electrode is from an arc 
lamp was commonly used in street and manufacturing lighting from 1905-c.1960 and intrusive to 
this deposit.  Apart from the 339 pins, items identified with the activity of sewing include a pin or 
needle (1) and thimbles (3).  One of these thimbles, made of pressed brass from c.1850, has a band 
featuring the name ‘JOSEFINA’ (#69791) (Figure 4.63).  In Victorian and Edwardian times many 
similar thimbles with a variety of names and sentimental slogans were given as gifts to loved ones.  
Several have been found in other houses on Steam Mill Street.  The bone bobbins (3) were used in 
lacemaking.178 
 
 

 

Figure 4.63: (left) St Benedict copper alloy religious medals, made until c.1880, the left is from House 11 
rear room underfloor deposit 8529 (#98450) and the right House 19 front room fireplace deposit 
8873 (#17226). (right) Small machine-pressed brass thimble with ‘JOSEFINA’ and fleur-de-lis motifs, 
c.1850, from House 11 rear room underfloor deposit 8529 (#69791). 1cm scale divisions. Gallery2. 

 

 
Two functional categories that suggest familial surroundings are 142 clerical and 154 recreation-
related artefacts.  The clerical items are once more mainly slate pencils (95), and the slate writing 
board (1), slate pencil and holder (1) and slate pencil holder (1) commonly associated with children 
(Figure 4.64).179  The remaining 44 items are more likely to have been used by adults rather than 
children, such as the ink pens (4), lead pencils (33), mechanical pencils (3), pen/pencil (1) and penny 
ink bottles (3). 
 
The recreational items are associated with both children and adult-related activities, with children 
represented by pastimes including a ball (1), drawing crayons (6), counters/marbles (5), dolls (2), 
marbles (63), and toy teaset pieces such as a lid (1), ointment/toothpaste jar (1), saucers (2) and 
teacups (3) (Figure 4.65).  Of the 63 marbles, 44 have battering marks, indicating that they had been 
regularly played with prior to being lost.  Dolls and teasets are traditionally associated with girls’ 
play, marbles with boys’.180 
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 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2: 110, Subsection 4.9. 
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Figure 4.64: A selection of 
clerical items from the 
House 11 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8529, 
including slate board, lead 
pencils, mechanical pencil 
nozzles, crayon and slate 
pencils, one with iron 
holder. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.65: Selection of 
games and toys from 
House 11 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8529. It 
includes a rubber ball, toy 
teaset saucer, cups and lid; 
ointment dish, bone 
dominos; marbles 
(stoneware, porcelain, 
glass, limestone); dolls 
eyes and bone dice. Some 
of the glass marbles in the 
second row are from the 
House 9 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8610. 
10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.66: A selection of 
the tobacco pipes found in 
House 11 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8529, 
made of kaolin and amber. 
10cm scale. Gallery2 
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The adult recreational-related artefacts are all associated with smoking (Figure 4.66).  The 67 
tobacco pipes are made of kaolin except three amber mouthpieces, one of which is badly stained 
(#69753, #99069, #98788).181  Three recreation items have not been specifically ascribed to either 
children or adults, these are a bone dice (#98801) and two bone domino (#69724, #98991) (Figure 
4.65). 
 
Thirteen items were identified with economic activities.  These were either coins (10) or tokens (3) 
which represent a number of different countries including Britain, France, China, Australia and New 
Zealand.  The six low denomination bronze coins from Britain are halfpennies minted in 1862 
(#98752), 1890 (#98800), 1895 (#99190, #99306), and pennies from 1879 (#98780) and 1891 
(#98770).  A small silver coin with very heavy fabric decay was unable to be positively identified or 
dated, however it is possibly a British threepence or four pence (#98754).182  A copper alloy 1861 
French 5 Centimes coin was also identified (#98753), as were two copper Chinese cash, one of 
unknown date (#99014) and the other minted between 1700-1722 (#98755).183  Both of the Chinese 
cash were probably used as gambling counters, as was the case with the Chinese halfcash found in 
the rear room underfloor deposit of House 9 (8610/#81903). 
 
The three copper tokens are for businesses in Sydney (1) and New Zealand (2).  The Sydney penny-
sized trade token was minted in London for ‘A. TOOGOOD / MERCHANT / PITT & KING ST / SYDNEY’ 
in 1855 (#99286), while the two New Zealand-based companies were in Christchurch and 
Wellington (Figure 4.67).  The Christchurch penny trade token, minted in Melbourne, was for 
‘HOBDAY & JOBBERNS / DRAPERS / WATERLOO HOUSE / CHRISTCHURCH’ in 1873 (#98828).  The 
Wellington halfpenny trade token was minted in England for ‘LIPMAN LEVY / WELINGTON NEW 
ZEALAND / IMPORTER / AND / MANUFACTURER / OF BOOTS & SHOES’, from 1857-1880 (#99318).184 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.67: Two of the penny trade 
tokens from the House 11 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8529. Left: Hobday & 
Jobberns, Christchurch, minted in 1873 
(#98828). Right: A Toogood, Sydney, 
minted in 1855 (#99286). 1cm scale 
divisions. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
As was the case for the rear room underfloor deposits of House 7 (8700) and House 9 (8610), 
fragments from larger objects are identified with food (184) and beverage (84).  These mainly 
consist of ceramic and glass artefacts.  The beverage items are all glass bottles, with one exception, 
and contained alcohol (36), aerated water (1), beer/wine (5), champagne (8) and gin/schnapps (33).  
The single exception is a salt-glazed stoneware ginger beer bottle. 
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The food category is mainly glass and ceramic, with just a few bone (3), seed (3) and metal items 
(7).  These shapes are associated with the storage, serving and consumption of food, all activities 
usually associated with the kitchen environment.  There were 19 storage-related items; out of these 
16 are glass, including condiment bottles (2) and stoppers (2), a container (1), oil/vinegar bottles (4) 
and stopper (1), pickle/chutney bottle (1) and sauce stoppers (5).  The three other items are a 
copper alloy salt spoon (#98971) and two iron keys that opened food cans (#68868, #68889), which 
were patented in 1895 and are intrusive to this deposit which was sealed in the 1880s.  No items 
were identified with the specific function of food preparation.  However 13 serving-related items 
were found, ceramic jugs (2) and a variety of press-moulded, beaded, coloured and stemware glass 
items (11).185  The 152 consumption-related items are ceramic (135), glass (7), metal (4) and worked 
bone (3), as well as nectarine seeds (3).  The range of ceramic shapes includes plates (48), cups (43), 
saucers (37), teapots (2), egg cups (2) and small plates (2). The glass items are a cup (1), tableware 
(2) and tumblers (4).  The metal and one of the bone items are cutlery, such as an iron and steel 
fork (1), spoon (1), Fiddle pattern silver plated teaspoons (2) and a bone knife/fork handle (#69859).  
The other two bone objects are nipple guards from baby feeding bottles or teething rings (#98510, 
#99188).  A bone nipple guard was also identified in the rear room underfloor deposit of House 9 
(8610/#81274).186 
 
The date range of the artefacts is broad (Table 124), confirming that it is an accumulation of 
artefacts occurring during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and Phase 7 (1860s-1900).  As with the 
deposits in the rear rooms of Houses 7 and 9, this deposit contains items that were lost prior to the 
floorboards being lifted in the 1880s when the underfloor sealed to stop rats from occupying the 
area and to assist in preventing the spread of disease.  The coins and tokens discussed above are 
again excellent markers, dating from the 1850s (#99286, #99318), 1860s (#98752, #98753), 1870s 
(#98780, #98828) and 1890s (#98800, #99190, #99306, #98770). 
 
The four later coins, five buttons, two studs and food can keys dating to the 1880s and 1890s are 
likely to have been lost by workers digging the service trench across the room to install plumbing in 
the late 19th century.  These later buttons were commonly worn on men’s trousers and shirts and 
included four from clothing sold in Sydney by Anthony Hordern & Sons, (Figure 4.68), between 
1886-1969 (#99062, #69873, 98524, #98945), and one by R. C. Hagon from c.1882-1949+.187  Two 
copper alloy studs were not patented until 1895 (#99139, #98927).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.68: A. Hordern & Sons button, dating between c.1886-
c.1969, from the House 11 rear room underfloor deposit 8529 
(#98524). 1cm scale divisions.  
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 Casey & Lowe artefact database. 
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Like the artefacts from the rear room underfloor deposits in House 7 (8700) and House 9 (8610), 
many items were made over very long periods, spanning decades and in some cases, centuries.  For 
example, limestone marbles (50), were first manufactured in the 1700s (14) or in the 1800s (36), 
depending on the stone, and continued to be made up to 1914; slate pencils (95) were in use until 
the 1960s, and the 237 brass pins produced from 1809 until an unknown date.188  A few electrical 
items were also identified dating from late c.1904-1905 when the area was initially connected to 
street lighting.  These include copper electrical wiring and arc lamp electrodes, confirming some 
contamination of the underfloor deposit had occurred after the floorboards had been lifted and the 
cavity filled with clays.189   
 
Among the ceramics 11 transfer-printed patterns were identified on 41 individual items (Table 125).  
All these patterns are frequently encountered on Sydney historical excavations, within assemblages 
dating from the mid 19th century onwards.  They are represented in blue, black and purple transfer 
prints, with the ‘Asiatic Pheasants’, ‘Clyde’, ‘Fibre’, ‘Gem’, ‘Isola Bella’, ‘Maltese’, ‘Waverley’ and 
‘Willow’ patterns all in blue, the Rhine’ pattern in black, the ‘Sydney’ pattern in purple, and the 
‘Albion’ pattern in both black and blue.  The ‘Albion’, ‘Gem’, ‘Rhine’ and ‘Willow’ patterns were also 
found in the rear room underfloor deposits of both Houses 7 and 9, with the ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ 
pattern found in House 9.  These patterns occurred on shapes associated with consumption of food;  
teawares and tablewares, plates (21) and cups (2).  The ‘Willow’ pattern was most common pattern, 
and found on plates (9) and unidentified shapes (8).  The 11 identified transfer-printed patterns 
supports the view that this deposit is an accumulation of items that fell below the floor during to 
both Phases 6 and 7.  Their dating allows for a sufficient amount of time to elapse from the moment 
of each ceramic purchase, use and eventual breakage, as well as their incorporation into the 
archaeological record before the underfloor deposit was sealed in the 1880s. 
 
Ninety-eight of the artefacts feature the remains of manufacturer or supplier marks (Table 126).  
Most of these are miscellaneous artefacts, as well as eight were glass bottles, and a glass stopper.  
The miscellaneous artefacts with marks include buttons (40), bullet cartridges (3), coins (10), 
tobacco pipes (20), teaspoons (2), a button/badge (1), boot eyelet (1), buckle (1), comb (1), disc (1), 
eyelet (1), pendant (1), religious medal (1), stopper (1) and stud (1).  Eight of the buttons are 
interesting in that they bear the names of local Sydney retailers, including R. C. Hagon, tailor and 
outfitter who operated from c.1882-1949+ (#98967), A. Hordern & Sons c.1886-c.1969 (#69873, 
#98524, #98945, #99062), Peapes & Shaw, clothier/tailor c.1868-c.1884  (#69876), Hugh Savage, 
tailor c.1867-c.1890 (#98766) and Edward Millett, tailor c.1865-c.1901 (#98832) (Figure 4.69).  
Buttons from clothes sold by these retailers, except for Hugh Savage and Edward Millett, were also 
found in the rear room underfloor deposit of House 9 (8610).190 
 
Buttons with the names of tailors from regional New South Wales were once attached to the 
clothing worn by the residents of House 11.  Two were from W. J. Wood, a tailor/hatter in Grafton 
(of as yet unknown operating dates) are of a type typically made from c.1850 (#98766, #99319); 
while another button was from M. Justice, a tailor in Albury, who operated from c.1870-1897 
(#99103) (Figure 4.70).  Another button from Melbourne was made by the Haigh Brothers who were 
tailors from c.1870-1909 (#98947). 
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701 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe Archaeological Investigation 2008-2010 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.69: (left) Hugh Savage button, dating between c.1867-c.1890, from the House 11, rear room 
deposit 8529 (#98766). (right) E Millett button, dating between c.1865-c.1901, from the House 11 
rear room underfloor deposit 8529 (#98832). 1cm scale divisions. Casey & Lowe scan. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.70: (left) W. J. Wood button, dating from c.1850, from the House 11 rear room underfloor deposit 
8529 (#99319).  (right) M. Justice button, dating between c.1870-1897, from the House 11 rear 
room underfloor deposit 8529 (#99103). 1cm scale divisions. Casey & Lowe scan. 

 
 
There are tobacco pipes made for local Sydney manufacturers and retailers, two pipes made by 
Joseph Elliot from c.1828-1840 (#98818, #99013/#99156), and one sold by tobacconist Thomas 
Saywell from 1865-1905 (#98496, #99044,).  There were six pipes made in the Irish navvy/dudeen 
style in the United Kingdom or Europe dating between c.1860-c.1930 (#98496, #98508, #98940, 
#98976, #99067, #99095).  Another four pipes were made in Scotland by different manufacturers 
from 1862-1911 (#98974, #99281) and 1846-1967 (#98497, #98506, #99068); and two in London 
and between 1856-1924 (#98587, #98939).191 
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The marked glass items included 3 patent bottles which would have held pharmaceutical 
preparations.  Two bottles were for ‘Bishop’s Citrate of Magnesia’ (#76228, # 76229), while the 
third had part of an unknown mark ‘RA..’ (#78211).  One gin/schnapps bottle is marked with the 
word ‘SCH[EIDAM]’ (#76442), which is a town in the Netherlands well known for its gin.  One glass 
stopper is embossed ‘George Whybrow’ (#76267), a well known, London-based manufacturer of 
sauces and preserves.  Three oil/vinegar bottles have also been attributed to George Whybrow on 
the basis of a distinctive embossed pattern (#76260, #76267, #76414). 
 
The majority of the 98 marked items fall within the Phase 6 and Phase 7 time frames, with the four 
1886-1969 Anthony Hordern & Sons buttons (#69873, #98524, #98945, #99062), two 1895 studs 
(#98923, #98927), 1891 penny (#98770), 1890 halfpenny (#98800) and two 1895 halfpennies 
(#99190, #99306) possibly belonging to the workers involved in either the lifting of the flooring to 
fill the cavity with clays in the 1880s or the installation of plumbing in the late 19th century. 
 
Out of the 2436 items recovered from this underfloor deposit only seven had conjoining fragments 
from different but often adjoining gridded squares and spits (Table 127).  These items include a 
glass tumbler, slate pencil, fretted bone hand fan, glass bead, copper alloy/glass/bone stud, tobacco 
pipe and a crayon. 
 
A total of 2786 bone fragments were recovered from the rear room or kitchen of House 11, sheep 
(1170) was the largest source of meat and was 42.0 per cent of the bone assemblage (Table 128).  
The two next most common species are unidentified mammals (610) and fish (590), forming 21.9 
and 21.2 per cent of the bone assemblage.192  As with the unidentified mammal bone found in the 
rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 7 (8700) and 9 (8610), they are most likely to belong to 
sheep and pig.  However because of their fragmentary nature they could not be positively 
attributed to either one species or the other.193  However, like the underfloor deposit for House 9 
(8619), it is probable that much of the unidentified mammal would also be sheep, given that the 
most common species is sheep and the pig bone only numbers 15 fragments.  The assemblage also 
features European rat (226), rodent (65), chicken (80), dog (9), cat (3), domestic fowl (not chicken) 
(3), human (2), rabbit (1), snapper (1) and yabbie (1).  The human bone, two teeth (#4712, #5117), 
were identified as a molar and upper premolar.194 
 
The variety of species represented here is seen as being characteristic of an underfloor assemblage 
and it was also noted that a high proportion of the bone had butchery marks, with cattle ribs 
frequently sawn and sheep bones cut.195  Over 50 per cent of the assemblage was also identified as 
having traces of rodent gnawing, and this, coupled with the number of rat bone identified, 
confirmed that rodents lived and bred under the flooring.196 
 
This underfloor deposit contained the largest quantity of egg shell fragments (196) of any of the 
Steam Mill Street houses (Table 122).  These small pieces of egg shell point to the use of eggs in 
cooking, or the consumption of hard-boiled eggs within this room and possibly to the raising of 
chickens for eggs and consumption.   
 
There were 188 shell fragments (99 MNI, 397g) in context 8529 (Table 129).  The variety of species 
(40) in this deposit is larger than found in other houses in Area 8.  in the previously discussed 
houses.  The most commonly shellfish is the Sydney rock oyster (46 NISP), followed by the Sydney 

                                                           
192
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cockle (36 NISP), with the overall range of shells identified here once again indicating that shellfish 
contributed to the diversity of the inhabitants dietary choices, with the presence of ceriths or 
creepers (2 NISP), cowries (6 NISP) and gold-mouthed top shells (3 NISP) again also suggesting 
collecting/souveniring, perhaps by children.197 
 
The House 11 artefact assemblage from the rear room or kitchen underfloor deposit indicates that 
many household activates were undertaken here and that it was central to the operations of the 
home and the management of the family during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and Phase 7 (1860s-
1900).  The range of activities that took place accumulated below the floor prior to the 1880s, after 
which the floorboards of the house were lifted and the vacant space filled with clays in a bid to stop 
rodents.  Evidence of these rodents was found not only from the presence of their bones (291) but 
also from gnaw marks on bone.  Activities undertaken in this room included the storage, serving and 
consumption of food and beverages (also represented by the bone and shell), the sewing/mending 
of clothes, writing, children playing and adults smoking.  Coupled with these are items broken while 
grooming, such as hair combs, a hair curler, hair clip and perfume stopper, along with items of 
clothing and jewellery that probably represent accidental loss while being worn, such as buttons, 
beads, earring, fake gems, hooks and eyes, ring, studs and religious medals.  Accidental loss is also 
represented by the coins and tokens.  Items broken off furnishings and fittings, including 
ornamental items, are also present. 
 
4.8.1.4 House 13 
House 13 was probably not built until 1856, when the land was purchased by Patrick Moroney, who 
built both House 11 and House 13.  The house first appears in rate assessments in 1858, when it 
was recorded as two-storey, four-roomed brick house with a shingle roof.198  In 1861 rate 
assessment the listing for the houses was almost identical and both were owned by Patrick 
Moroney, with House 11 tenanted and the Moroney family living in House 13.  House 13, Steam Mill 
Street had three lower-storey rooms, instead of the two identified on House 11, and was 
considerably longer than the neighbours Houses 7, 9 and 11 (Figure 3.7.5 and Figure 3.7.30).199  
Patrick Moroney died in 1861 and his widow, Mary Ann, and their children continued living in House 
13, as well as running the family dray business from the property.  Mary Ann Moroney died in 1883.  
Members of the family, by the mid to late 1870s, were living in House 11.  By 1885 the Moroney 
children had sold both Houses 11 and 13 and by 1888 had moved away from Steam Mill Street.200 
 
Nine contexts in House 13 contained artefacts, 3808 items (3596 fragments) (Table 130).201  These 
contexts are associated with levelling fills (8705, 8689), packing for sandstone footings (8652, 8704), 
and underfloor deposits in the front room (Room 1) (8608, 8609), rear room (Room 2) (8630) and 
attached Room 3 (8585, 8614).  As was the case with the other houses, the underfloor deposits in 
the front room (Room 1) were very patchy, poorly preserved and contaminated by 
construction/demolition and other activities, as were those in the attached rear Room 3.  Perhaps 
one of the most interesting items to be found in the house outside Room 2 was from attached 
Room 3 underfloor deposit (8585). A small kneeling German-made porcelain doll or figurine with 
hands clasped together in prayer above a possible pregnant stomach, suggesting that it belonged to 
a woman and not a girl, and had special meaning for the owner (#16059) (Figure 4.71).202  It was 
very similar to a standing praying doll from the front room of House 19 (8850/#17168).  There is no 
further discussion of eight of these contexts in this chapter.  The focus of this discussion is on the 
rear room deposit or kitchen of the main houses (8630) of House 13. 
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Figure 4.71: Side view of the kneeling porcelain doll/figurine, made 
in Germany between c.1860-c.1900, from the House 13 attached 
rear room underfloor deposit 8585 (#16059). 1cm scale divisions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8630 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
TOTAL 

MIC 
% 

A 
 

5 30 43 52 45 32 8 
 

215 7.2 

B 
 

19 101 137 86 99 61 34 
 

537 18.0 

C 
 

60 169 91 
 

76 51 41 
 

488 16.3 

D 
 

114 162 141 77 86 89 47 
 

717 24.0 

E 21 81 124 133 176 92 68 65 
 

759 25.4 

F 5 3 0 54 4 4 55 45 38 1 
 

272 9.1 

TOTAL 
MIC 

25 309 640 589 446 443 340 196 
 

2988 100 

% 0.6 10.1 21.8 19.9 15.1 15.0 11.0 6.2 
 

100 
 

Figure 4.72: Distribution of artefacts in the underfloor deposit 8630, excluding bone and shell (Phase 6). The 
fireplace was probably in the southeast corner but was removed by disturbance.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A large quantity of artefacts came from the rear room underfloor deposit (8630) (Table 130).  These 
2988 items were 78.5 per cent of the total assemblage (not bone or shell) from House 13 (Phase 6).  
This room, probably the kitchen, was excavated within a 500mm x 500mm grid, in 50mm spits, with 
all material then sieved using 5mm and 3mm nested sieves (Tables 131, 132, 133).  Piling 

 Key 
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 Fireplace 

 Door? 

 151-210 

 MIC > 79-150 

 MIC 44 to 79 

 MIC 21-43 

 MIC 0-20 
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construction activity in the late 20th century impacted heavily on this room, with a large cylindrical 
cavity measuring 1.5m in diameter present in the centre of the room (Figure 3.7.52).  Disturbance 
from this piling was in grid squares B4, B5, B6, C3, C4, C5, C6, D3, D4, D5, D6, E4, E5 and E6.  
Although no evidence of a fireplace was found, in either this or the front room, this may be due to 
the extensive damage to the eastern side of the structure from a 20th-century cut (Figure 4.72).  
The fireplace in House 11 was in the southwest corner, House 13 was built with a mirror layout and 
most likely it would have been located in the southeast corner where the was considerable 
disturbance.   
 
It should also be noted that the entire glass assemblage from this deposit had been erroneously 
catalogued with the incorrect context number (8830).  Once on the Casey & Lowe artefact 
database, the context number for the glass assemblage was changed to 8831, which again was not 
correct.  However this error was detected and the database and all relevant parts of the site report 
have now been amended so all glass artefacts from this deposit are now correctly catalogued with 
context 8630.  The amended sections include the catalogue (Appendix 6.5), the glass specialist 
report (section 8.3) and this artefact summary. 
 
Due to the disturbance within the room caused by both 20th-century piling and a construction cut, 
it is not possible to do meaningful spatial analysis for 8630.  Instead an overview of all the artefacts 
recovered, including the incorrectly assigned glass, is presented here.  Although it should be noted 
that this underfloor deposit and the one in House 11 had artefact concentrations in the centre of 
the room with a an outwards spread and some concentrations along the southern and northern 
walls (Figure 4.72).   
 
The rear room of House 13 contained 2988 items (2602 fragments) which illustrate many of the 
activities undertaken within this room as well as the household as a whole.  House 13 is different 
from Houses 9 and 11 and as it was owner-occupied during most of Phase 6 and Phase 7, before 
this deposit was sealed and therefore most of the artefacts in the underfloor deposits should 
belong to the occupation by the Moroney family.  
 
The main artefacts grouping from the underfloor deposit, excluding the bone and shell which were 
quantified separately, included ceramic (380), glass (253), metal (129), organic (8), and 
miscellaneous (2218) (Table 134).  The 2988 items, along with the 3025 bone and 97 shell, are once 
again all typical of a household domestic assemblage dating from the mid 19th century onwards, 
with the range of activities identified by the artefacts once more indicative of familial surrounds.  As 
with the rear room underfloor deposits for Houses 7, 9 and 11, this deposit is also comprised of 
artefacts that accumulated during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and on into Phase 7 (1860s-1900).  
This occurred before the floorboards were lifted in the 1880s and the vacant space below filled with 
red and yellow clays before the floorboards were replaced.203  Some of the material recovered may 
also be a mixture of materials left behind during house construction and maintenance, or during 
20th-century works. 
 
The general functional categories of these 2988 artefacts are once more mostly associated with 
domestic activities (Table 135).  The exceptions are the 155 architectural items, representing just 
5.2 per cent of the total artefact assemblage, and are dominated by the 112 nails (72.3%), followed 
by window glass (37).  The nails may have been left to lie where they fell during house construction 
as they would have been covered over by the floorboards.  All the nails feature long periods of 
manufacture, with many dating specifically from 1853 onwards (79).204   
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As discussed above the use of wet sieving to collect all the artefacts from the gridded squares 
means many of the artefacts are tiny fragments that they remain unidentified (336).  The majority 
of these unidentified items are ceramic or glass.  For some of the ceramics a general shape could 
not be identified, only the decorative type (197); while for much of the glass (72) and salt-glazed 
stoneware (28) just a general shape of ‘bottle’ or glass ‘unidentified container’ (20) was 
recognised.205 
 
Apart from these 155 architectural and 336 unidentified items, the remainder of the deposit fit well 
within a residential domestic sphere, with artefacts relating to personal clothing, grooming and 
accessories being particularly numerous (1158).  The most common personal items are beads (894) 
and buttons (164).  Together they represent 91.4 per cent of the personal-related assemblage, with 
the beads being 77.2 per cent (Figure 4.73, Figure 4.74).  Beads and buttons are the two most 
common artefacts from underfloor deposits, as seen in Houses 7, 9 and 11, although there were 
proportionally far more beads in House 13, than any of the other houses.  Other personal objects 
are associated with clothing, accessories, jewellery, grooming and hygiene. 
 
 

Figure 4.73: A selection of glass, carnelian and bone beads found in the House 13 rear room underfloor 
deposit 8630. More beads were found in this house than any other Steam Mill Street house.  10cm 
scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
Items of clothing worn by the residents included: badges (3), buckles (4), buttons (164), dress eyes 
(3), hooks (16), safety pins (3), shoe eyelets (8), studs (6), buttons/settings (7), a corset busk (1), 
cufflink (1), rivet (1), shoe buckle (1), shoelace (1), shoe/boot heel (1) and split pin (1).  Accessories 
and jewellery lost below the floor included beads (894), earrings (3), fake gems (3), inlays (6), 
pendants (2), swivel rings (2), a clasp (1), ring (1), chain (1), link (1) and an unidentified item (1) 
(Figure 4.75).  Similar swivel rings commonly used to attach fob watches and pendants to chains 
were also found in the rear room underfloor deposits of House 9 (8610/#81628) and House 11 
(8529/#98452) (Table 135). 
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Figure 4.74: Types of buttons, 
studs and cufflinks found in 
the House 13, rear room 
underfloor deposit 8630.  
Some are made of mother-of-
pearl, copper alloy, porcelain, 
bone and glass. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.75: A selection of jewellery and accessories found in the House 13 rear room underfloor deposit 
8630, including a swivel ring, beads, earrings (gold and copper alloy), fake gems, inlays (carnelian 
and glass) and a chain. 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 

The presence of such a large number of beads in the deposit (894) may indicate the presence of 
more ornate clothing and accessories being made and worn by the large family who lived in House 
13.  Mary Ann Moroney continuing to run the family dray business while being the owner/occupier 
until her death in 1883.  Beads were probably also embroidered onto a wide number of household 
furnishings which were in vogue at this time.  Advertisements placed in the Sydney Morning Herald 
refer to Mary Ann requiring ‘a strong boy, about 14’ and ‘a respectable girl, about 15 years of age’, 
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and in 1867 Mrs Moroney placed a wanted advertisement for a cottage piano in the same 
newspaper.  The piano and the employment of a young girl for work about the house suggest that 
the family dray business was successful and that Mary Ann had leisure time or was becoming 
elderly.206  However, when comparing the other broken jewellery and accessories in the deposit to 
those of their neighbours, there is no indication that the Moroney family had significantly greater 
wealth.  Their lost earrings, fake gems, inlays, pendants, chains, links and swivel rings, are similar to 
those found in other underfloor deposits with large artefact assemblages, such and Houses 9 and 11 
which had been occupied by a succession of different tenants. 
 
Personal grooming of the residents is shown by a number of combs (20), similar to those from the 
other houses but in greater quantity, and a perfume bottle stopper (1).  Nineteen of the combs are 
made of vulcanite, the other an ivory nit comb (#15818).207  The single item associated with 
personal hygiene is a fragment of a fine earthenware whiteware ointment/toothpaste jar lid 
(#71655). 
 
Household-related items are well represented in this deposit, with 655 artefacts 628 of which are 
sewing pins (95.9%).  Most of these artefacts were dropped or discarded during making and 
mending of clothes.  Apart from the 628 pins, other items associated with the making or mending of 
clothes include a crochet hook (1), lace making bobbin (1), a thread bobbin probably from a sewing 
machine (1), bodkin (1), scissors (2) and thimbles (7).  Three of these brass thimbles, made from 
c.1850 and often given as keepsakes, feature sentimental slogans: ‘THO ABSENT EVER’ (#99580), 
‘INDUSTRY’ (#15444), and ‘FORGET ME NOT’ (#15757) (Figure 4.76).208 
 
There was also a small number of household hardware and other items broken-off from furnishings 
and fittings, such as curtain rings (2), tacks (6), an escutcheon (1), hinge (1) and mirror (1).  
Damaged ornaments are evident in the head of a figurine (1) and part of a bone china lid (1).  
Maintenance of the stove or other metal equipment was done using blacking contained in a salt-
glazed stoneware blacking bottle for which one fragment remains. 
 
Items used to make and mend clothing have also been found in the rear room underfloor deposits 
in Houses 7 (7800), 9 (8610) and 11 (8529).  Lace making bobbins, thimbles and pins were recovered 
from all of these deposits, with crocheting also evident in House 7.209  No sewing equipment aside 
from pins was found in the other houses.  The rear room deposit of House 13 contains the largest 
number of artefacts recovered from any of these houses with 628 pins is just a reflection of this.  
Pins are well represented in all of the houses.  House 7 (8700) had 89 pins, House 9 (8610) had 359 
pins and House 11 (8529) had 339 pins.  Therefore House 13 had nearly twice to seven times the 
number of pins found in the other houses.  Comparison of their numbers in relation to items 
identified with the making and mending of clothes, shows that they represent 94.7 per cent in 
House 7, 98.6 per cent in House 9, 97.8 per cent in House 11 and also 97.8 per cent in House 13.   
 
As well as beads the underfloor deposit in this the rear room and the one adjacent to it in House 13 
had numerous types of clothing fastenings and the largest range of broken sewing equipment, 
including a bobbin, possibly from a sewing machine, of any of the houses on Steam Mill Street.  As a 
whole, these artefacts may indicate that more than just household sewing and bead embroidery 
was being done in the house.  However, according to what we know historically about the Moroney 
family it is very unlikely that they would have to do some sort of commercial sewing or piecework to 
supplement the income earned from the dray business.  Given that Mary Ann Moroney could 
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advertise for, and therefore afford to buy, a piano and hire household help, it is doubtful that she 
would then need to bring in sewing work.  Also, the Moroney’s had nine children, although only two 
were girls, and this in itself would necessitate a fair amount of repair and alteration work being 
undertaken within the household itself.210 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.76: A selection of 
sewing and crocheting items 
found in the House 13 rear 
room underfloor deposit 
8630, including a bodkin, 
pins, thread bobbin, scissors, 
bone crocheting hook and 
machine-pressed thimbles. 
10cm scale. Gallery2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.77: A selection of 
clerical items from the 
House 13 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8630, 
including a ferrule, lead 
pencils, a slate pencil 
holder, slate pencils, a 
mechanical pencil/pen 
nozzle and a slate board. 
10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 

 
There were 115 clerical and the 232 recreational items.  As with the earlier houses the clerical items 
are dominated by the slate pencils (104), but also included a slate writing board (1), slate pencil and 
holder (1) and slate pencil holders (2) all mostly used by children to practice lessons or for informal 
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play (Figure 4.77).211  The remaining seven items were probably utilised more by or adults, including 
an ink bottle (1), lead pencils (5) and a pen/pencil (1). 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.78: A selection of 
children’s toys and games from 
House 13, rear room underfloor 
deposit 8630, including part of a 
dolls glass eye, the head from a 
porcelain doll or figurine and 
marbles (veined marble, glass, 
porcelain, stoneware and 
limestone). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The recreational items are associated with both child and adult-related activities, with children 
represented mostly by playing with marbles (73) and a doll (1) (Figure 4.78).  Among the 73 
marbles, 36 have battering marks, indicating that they had been regularly played with prior to being 
lost.212  The specifically adult-related activities are all associated with smoking, in the form of 
tobacco pipes (154).  All but five of the pipes were made of kaolin; the exceptions were composite 
models with amber and bone mouthpieces (Figure 4.79).  Four items within this recreational 
category have not been specifically attributed to either children or adults, namely a bone chess 
piece (#15437), a counter/pebble (#99776) and two harmonica reeds (#15085, #15604).213 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.79: A selection of 
the tobacco pipes from 
House 13, rear room 
underfloor deposit 8630, 
made of kaolin, terracotta 
bone and amber. 10cm 
scale. Gallery2. 
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The 18 coins/tokens were found in the rear room deposit, including low denomination coins (11) 
and tokens (7), from a number of different countries including Britain, China and New Zealand.  
Eleven coins were from Britain (10) and China (1).  Those minted in Britain are a silver sixpence of 
unknown date (#15341), an 1874 silver shilling (#15438), an 1887-1901 silver threepence (#15849), 
an 1853 copper halfpenny (#99825), bronze halfpennies of 1867 (#99719), 1875 (#99881) and 1885 
(#99954), a bronze pennies of 1865 (#99524), 1866 (#99882) and 1867 (#15119).214  A copper 
Chinese cash, minted between 1700-1722 (#99880), was probably used as a gambling counter, as 
was the case in the rear room underfloor deposits of House 9 (8610/#81903) and House 11 
(8529/#98755, #99014).215 
 
 

Figure 4.80: A selection of trade tokens found in the House 13, rear room underfloor deposit 8630 (reverse 
views), including an 1857 Holloway’s Pills & Ointment penny (#15785), an 1857 and an 1858 
Holloway’s Pills & Ointment halfpenny (#15748, #99545), and an 1855 Hanks & Lloyd Tea Mart 
Sydney Railway Commemorative halfpenny (#99937). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
The two copper and five bronze tokens were manufactured in England for businesses in England (4), 
Australia (2) and New Zealand (1).  The four bronze tokens advertising ‘Professor Holloway’s Pills & 
Ointment’ included three halfpennies dated 1857 (#15748) and 1858 (#15625, #99545) and a penny 
dated 1857 (#15785).  They were minted by the button, medal and token manufacturer Joseph 
Moore, of Birmingham (Figure 4.80).216 
 
Two bronze halfpenny tokens were minted by William Joseph Taylor, of London, for the Sydney firm 
of Hanks & Lloyd to commemorate the 1855 opening of the Sydney Railway (#15118, #99937), and 
features ‘TO COMMEMORATE THE OPENING OF / THE / SYDNEY / RAILWAY / 26TH SEPTR / 1855’ on 
the obverse and ‘HANKS / AND/ LLOYD / AUSTRALIAN TEA MART / .SYDNEY’. on the reverse.  A 
bronze penny-sized token for a New Zealand-based company, dated 1866, was made in England for 
the Taranaki firm of ‘BROWN AND DUTHIE / WHOLESALE / & RETAIL / IRONMONGERS / 
BROUGHMAN STREET’, with a view of Mt Taranaki and ‘TARANAKI / 1866’ on the reverse (#15724) 
(Figure 4.81).217 
 
As was found in the rear room underfloor deposits of House 7 (8700), House 9 (8610) and House 11 
(8529), fragments from larger items are linked to the functions of food (166) and beverage (106), 
and are mostly ceramic and glass.  The beverage items are, with 13 exceptions, fragments of glass 
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bottles: alcohol (15), beer (1), beer/wine (33) and gin/schnapps (44).  The 13 exceptions are all salt-
glazed stoneware bottles, either ginger beer (10) or stout (3). 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.81: Brown and Duthie trade token (reverse view), dated 
1866, from the House 13 rear room underfloor deposit 8630 
(#15724). 1cm scale divisions. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The food category is mainly represented by glass and ceramic vessels, with just a few seeds (4) and 
metal cutlery items (4).  The shapes are associated with the storage, serving and consumption of 
food, all activities commonly found in a kitchen.  The two storage-related items are glass condiment 
bottles.  No were no food preparation items, similar to House 11 (8529), but there were 25 serving-
related items in metal, glass and ceramic.  The two metal items are a silvered copper alloy mustard 
spoon (#99707) and an iron serving spoon (#99978).  The ceramic serving items are a dish (1), jugs 
(2) and platters (5); with glass represented by stemware (3) and a variety of coloured and press-
moulded items (13).218  The 138 consumption-related items are in ceramic (129), glass (3), organic 
seeds (4) and metal (2).  The ceramic shapes include plates (49), saucers (41), cups (30), small plates 
(6) and egg cups (3); the glass is represented by tumblers (3); the metal items are silvered copper 
alloy teaspoons (2); and the seeds are grape (1) and nectarine (3) (Figure 4.82; Table 124). 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.82: Two silvered 
copper alloy teaspoons from 
the House 13 rear room 
underfloor deposit 8630 
(#99520, #99879/#99900). 
10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 

 
The date range of the artefacts this underfloor deposit (8630) is broad (Table 135), confirming that 
it was accumulated during during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and Phase 7 (1860s-1900).  Like the 
deposits in the rear rooms of Houses 7, 9 and 11, it was lost prior to the floorboards being lifted in 
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the 1880s and the underfloor sealed to prevent rats from occupying the area and to assist in 
preventing the spread of disease.  The previously discussed coins and tokens are markers 
supporting this phasing.  The coins/tokens date from the 1850s (#99825, #15748, #15625, #99545, 
#15785, #15118, #99937), 1860s (#99719, #99524, #99882, #15119, #15724), 1870s (#15438, 
#99881) and 1880s (#15849, #99954). 
 
A small number of items date from the late 1880s and 1890s, after the floorboards had been lifted 
and the underfloor cavity sealed with clay material, This suggests that they were either dropped by 
the workmen doing this work or are a result of contamination caused by the impacts from the 
significant 20th-century disturbances.  The two coins dating from the 1880s are quite late, with the 
silver threepence minted from 1887-1901 (#15849) and the bronze halfpenny in 1885 (#99954).  Of 
the two late copper alloy trouser buttons one was made by Anthony Hordern & Sons, of Sydney, 
who operated between 1886-1969 (#15569) and the other by Pike Brothers, of Brisbane, in 1890-
1960 (#15642).  Other items dating from the 1890s or later are a silvered copper alloy teaspoon 
made in London in 1891 (#99879/#99900); a hand-painted porcelain marble made in Germany from 
c.1890-1914 (#99627); and a ceramic yellow ware unidentified base fragment, featuring an 
impressed basemark ‘WARRANTED’ / ‘FIREPROOF’, that dated from the c.1890s (#71716). 
 
Like the artefacts from the rear room underfloor deposits in House 7 (8700), House 9 (8610) and 
House 11 (8529), most of the items feature very long periods of manufacture, spanning decades 
and in some cases, centuries.  For example the 57 limestone marbles, first began to be 
manufactured in the 1700s (13) or 1800s (44), depending on the variety of stone, and continued to 
be made until the outbreak of World War in c.1914; the 106 slate pencils (and their holders) were 
made up to the 1960s; and the 493 brass pins were produced from 1809 until an unknown date.  
The item with the earliest possible beginning date of manufacture is a hand-rolled clay marble 
dating between c.1550-c.1830 (#15035).219  Many of the artefacts do have end dates for their 
manufacture because these dates are unknown or the artefacts are still being produced to this day. 
 
Eight transfer-printed patterns were found on 62 ceramic items (Table 136).  These patterns are 
common on Sydney historical excavations, within assemblages dating from the mid 19th century 
onwards.  These patterns are represented in blue and green transfer print and in blue flow, with the 
colour blue being the most dominant.  The ‘Albion’ (3), ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ (2), ‘Fibre’ (2), ‘Palestine’ 
(1), ‘Park Scenery’ (1), ‘Rousillon’ (2) and ‘Willow’ patterns are all in blue transfer print (49), with a 
‘Willow’ pattern plate also identified in blue flow (1).  Only the ‘Rhine’ pattern was found in a colour 
other than blue, a green transfer-printed cup (#71637).  ‘Albion’, ‘Rhine’ and ‘Willow’ patterns were 
all also recovered from the underfloor deposits of Houses, 7, 9 and 11.  ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ pattern 
was also in Houses 9 and 11, and the ‘Fibre’ pattern in House 11.  The ‘Palestine’ (1), ‘Park Scenery’ 
(1) and ‘Rousillon’ (2) patterns were only from this house, although it ws found in Area 7 underfloor 
deposit (Table 53).   
 
These known patterns are associated with the serving and consumption of food.  Serving vessels 
were dish (1) and platters (3) while tableware and teawares were by plates (21), small plates (2), a 
saucer (1) and cup (1).  While 21 tea cups were found in 8630 only one had a known pattern, ten of 
them were decorated with blue flow designs.  Thirty-three of the items with known patterns could 
not be identified by shape due to their small fragment sizes, 29 of these were decorated with 
‘Willow’ pattern.  ‘Willow’ pattern is the most commonly identified pattern in all the houses, 50 
items were found in House 13, including plates (17), small plate (1), platters (3) and unidentified 
(29).  Even without the unidentified items the ‘Willow’ pattern is still by far the most commonly 
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recognised, on 21 items.  Sixteen ‘Willow’ plates or tablewares and a serving platter may have been 
used on a daily basis by the Moroney family as Mary Ann presided of the evening supper or dinner.   
 
These eight known patterns indicate that this underfloor deposit is an accumulation of items dating 
from both Phases 6 and 7, allowing for the time lags between when items were purchased, used 
and eventually broken to then become part of the archaeological record before the deposit was 
sealed in the 1880s. 
 
Ninety-eight of the artefacts had manufacturer or supplier marks and these fall within Phase 6 and 
Phase 7 timeframe (Table 137).  All except two of the marked items are miscellaneous artefacts.   A 
yellow ware ceramic had an unidentified base fragment, with an impressed basemark 
‘WARRANTED’ / ‘FIREPROOF’, dating from the c.1890s (#71716); the glass fragment is part of a 
gin/schnapps bottle with the embossed letters ‘OL’, identified as part of a bottle of ‘Udolpho 
Wolfe's Aromatic Schnapps’ (#77332).  The remaining 97 items include a buckle (1), mustard spoon 
(1), teaspoon (1), badges (3), buttons (27), coins (11), thimbles (3), tobacco pipes (43) and tokens 
(7).  Several of these marked artefacts are described below.  It should be noted that the patterned 
silvered teaspoons found in the underfloor deposit of this room represent only part of the full range 
of types used by the occupants of the house, with further examples found in Room 3 and Room 4.220 
 
A number of the items manufactured overseas are interesting as they were made for Australian 
retailers, including three tobacco pipes made in the United Kingdom for the Sydney tobacconist 
Thomas Saywell who had a shop from 1865-1905 (#99573, #99682, #15305); two ‘Squatters 
Budgeree’ pipes specifically made for the colonial market between 1840-1880 (#99870, #15049); a 
pipe made for the Melbourne retailers Levy Brothers, in 1852-1912 (#15201); two halfpenny trade 
tokens made for the Sydney tea and coffee merchants Hanks & Lloyd to commemorate the opening 
of the Sydney railway in 1855 (#99937, #15118).  Among the trouser buttons were three marked by 
Australian tailors and outfitters in Sydney, such as A. Hordern & Sons, who operated between 
c.1886-c.1969 (#15569) and R.C. Hagon, from c.1882-1949+ (#15796); and in Brisbane, Pike 
Brothers, from 1890-1960 (#15642).221 
 
Nine of the buttons were for by English tailors, outfitters and buttonmakers.  In London, H. E. & M. 
Moses traded from 1870-1898 (#99612); S. W. Silver from c.1865-c.1875 (#99652); R. H. & S. Rogers 
from 1855-1887 (#99683); J & B Pearse from 1800-1920 (#15308); Joseph Mann from 1850-1906 
(#15509, #15567); and Firmin & Sons (this combination) from 1837-1901 (#15686).  Bartleet & Sons 
had business in Birmingham and London from 1820-1855 (#15659); and Crowe & Co were in Bristol 
from c.1859 (#15357).  The range of English retailers evidenced by these buttons in this deposit 
suggests that the Moroney household had access to more goods than the households in Houses 7, 9 
and 11.  This perhaps reflects their higher income and purchasing power which allowed the family 
to attend more social occasions requiring different outfits (Figure 4.83).  It should be noted that a 
single outfit could be fastened with several buttons, some of which may have been reused in an ad 
hoc fashion on mended or family-made garments. 
 
Out of the 2988 items recovered from the underfloor deposit in the rear room of House 13 just six 
were had conjoining fragments.  The fragments were found in different gridded squares or spits of 
the same deposit (Table 138).  These artefacts included glass tableware, a bone crochet hook, three 
tobacco pipes and a silvered copper alloy teaspoon. 
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Figure 4.83: A selection of the marked copper alloy buttons from the House 13, rear room underfloor 

deposit 8630. Left-right, top row: English retailers J. Mann (#15509 , #15567), R H & S Rogers 
(#99683), Rowley patent (#99585), S W Silver & Co. (#99652), Bartleet & Sons (#15659), H E & M 
Moses (#99612) and Crowe & Co. (#15357). 2nd top row: Australian retailers Anthony Hordern & 
Son (#15569), R C Hagon (#15796) and Pike Bros (#15642). Remaining buttons feature patent 
names or style names. 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
A total of 3025 bone fragments were recovered in 8630 (Table 139), with unidentified mammal the 
most commonly occurring (1280 NISP), representing 42.4 per cent of the bone assemblage.  As with 
the unidentified mammal bone found in the rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 7, 9 and 11 
(8700, 8610, 8529), those from House 13 are most likely to belong to sheep and pig.  However, 
because of their fragmentary nature they could not be positively attributed to either species.222  In 
comparison with the underfloor deposits of Houses 9 and 11, and given that the most identified 
species in House 13 is sheep (605) with pig bone only numbering 51 fragments, it is probable that 
much of the unidentified mammal is also sheep.  Other bone species in 8630 are unidentified fish 
(484) and European rat (453), which are 16 and 15 per cent of the bone.223  The remaining bone 
features rodent (50), chicken (64), dog (25), cattle (5) and cat (3).  Sheep, is represented by all major 
body parts which is different to  underfloor deposits in the other houses.224  Only a small amount of 
the sheep bone has butchery marks and the bone generally had a high frequency of rodent 
gnawing.225 
 
No egg shell was collected and catalogued from Room 2 of House 13.  This may be due to 
differences in sieving discard practices, rather than a difference in the diet of the residents of the 
house.  The underfloor deposit for Room 3, House 13 (context 8585) included five egg shell 
fragments (Table 10).  The recorded material discarded from sieving context 8585 also included egg 
shell, along with charcoal and sandstock brick fragments.226 
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The shell assemblage from this underfloor is far smaller than found in the rear room underfloor 
deposits of Houses 7, 9 and 11, with 97 shell fragments recovered (Table 140).  This far smaller 
assemblage may be a reflection of waste disposal, alternately it could reflect dietary preferences, or 
that the inhabitants did not supplement their diet with locally sourced shellfish, as they had higher 
economic means than their neighbours.  The most commonly identified shellfish is once again the 
Sydney cockle (33) and the Sydney Rock oyster (30), a total of 64.9 per cent of the shell assemblage; 
other shells in the deposit featuring in just single digits.  The presence of ceriths or creepers (3), 
cowrie (4) and hard coral (2) is suggestive of collecting/souveniring, perhaps by children.227 
 
The overall assemblage of 2988 artefacts, plus 3025 bone fragments and 97 shell fragments from 
House 13 rear room underfloor deposit (8630) indicates this room was the kitchen and the  centre 
of activity within the household during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and Phase 7 (1860s-1900).  The 
nature of the artefact depositions was similar to the rear room underfloor deposits associated with 
Houses 7, 9 and 11.  The range of activities that took place within this space is represented by a 
variety of items accumulating prior to the floorboards being lifted in the 1880s and underfloor 
space backfilled with clays to stop rodents using this space.  Evidence of rodent activity was found 
not only in the recovery of their bones but also from gnaw marks being present on a large 
proportion of the animal bone. 
 
Activities undertaken in this room included the storage, serving and consumption of food and 
beverages (also represented by a small number of fruit seeds and the bone and shell), the 
sewing/mending of clothes, writing, playing the harmonica, children playing and adults smoking.  
Coupled with these are items broken while grooming, such as combs and a perfume stopper, along 
with clothing and jewellery that represent accidental loss while being worn, such as buttons, beads, 
earrings, fake gems, pendants, cuff link, and swivel rings.  Some of the clothing fastenings, 
embroidered decoration or jewellery, such as buttons and beads, would also have been dropped 
and lost while clothing was being mended, altered or made.  Accidental loss is also represented by 
the coins and tokens.  Items broken off furnishings and fittings, including ornamental items, are also 
present. 
 
Overall the artefacts in this deposit are similar to those recovered in the rear room underfloor 
deposits belonging to Houses 7, 9 and 11.  The only real difference is the far greater number of 
artefacts recovered from this deposit compared with the others.  Apart from the large quantity of 
artefacts, few are strongly suggestive of House 13 being different because if was owner-occupied 
for more than 20 years or of the occupants having a higher disposable income and purchasing 
power.  Two groups of artefacts are perhaps suggestive of difference between the houses.  The 
buttons with the names of English retailers may indicate that the Moroney household had a wider 
access to goods than their neighbours.  In addition the large quantity of beads may relate to the 
wearing of more ornate clothing and accessories by the occupants of the house or of skilled sewing 
technique which was used to supplement the household income.  However once again this may also 
just be a result of the deposit containing a greater number of artefacts overall compared with the 
other houses. 
 
 
4.8.1.5 House 19 
House 19, Steam Mill Street and was constructed in two distinct phases.  By 1855 a two-storey 
house had been built, with the rate assessment describing it as a three-roomed brick and shingle 
house.  The footings suggested that there was a single room on the ground floor with two small 
rooms upstairs or a one down one up with an addition at the rear.228  The ground floor front room 
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was contemporaneous with the construction of Houses 7, 9, 11, 13 and 15; with the rear room 
added during a later phase of construction, between 1863 and 1867 (when House 17 was also 
built).229  The house was not owner-occupied but had a succession of tenants living there from 1855 
until 1899.230 
 
Three contexts from House 19, Phase 6 contained 1664 artefacts (1876 fragments) (Table 141; 
Table 4.1).231  These three contexts were associated with the accumulation of a deposit against the 
exterior of the house footing (8841), the underfloor deposit in the front room (8850), and a deposit 
within the fireplace support on the east wall of the front room (8873; Figure 3.7.72).  The 
underfloor deposit (8850) in the front room of House 19 was contemporary with the underfloor 
deposits in the rear rooms of Houses 7, 9, 11 and 13, and belonged to Phases 6 and 7.  The other 
two small artefact assemblages, the exterior accumulation (8) and fireplace (10) are not analysed in 
detail.232 
 
The fireplace deposit (8583) in the rear room of House 11, and the fireplace deposit in House 13 
(8873) were both probably derived from the underfloor when it was disturbed, possibly during 
repairs to either the flooring or the fireplace.  The ten items from 8873 included fragments from 
three glass bottles, a gilded bone china small plate, a blue transfer-printed fine earthenware plate, a 
salt-glazed stoneware bottle, a slate pencil, a kaolin tobacco pipe, a bone toothbrush and a copper 
alloy religious medal.  This St Benedict copper alloy medal (#17226) was recovered from either of 
these two non-underfloor contexts and is similar to the one found in the rear room underfloor 
deposit of House 11 (8529/#98450), except that it is slightly larger (Figure 4.63).  Both are of a type 
medal made in Italy until c.1800.233 
 
As Figure 4.84 illustrates, there was considerable disturbance within the only downstairs room of 
House 19.  This was caused by these early 20th-century construction works.  The surviving 
underfloor deposit (8850) contained 1646 items, or 98.9 per cent of the artefacts from with House 
19 (Phase 6).  House 19 is the only house that contained a significant deposit within its front room, 
because it would have served as both kitchen and living area until the rear room was constructed, 
sometime between 1863 and 1867.234  This room (Room 1) was excavated within a 500mm x 
500mm grid, in 50mm spits, with all material then sieved using 5mm and 3mm nested sieves (Tables 
142, 143, 144, 145).  The depositional spread of artefacts related to the position of the fireplace on 
the eastern wall and also the major disturbance caused by the construction of footings in the early 
20th century that impacted on an area measuring c.1.7m x 2m in the mid-west part of the room 
(Figure 4.84).235  Although the underfloor deposit once again contained a considerable amount of 
artefacts, they cannot be spatially analysed in a meaningful way  and so only an overview of all the 
artefacts recovered is presented here. 
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8850 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
TOTAL 

MIC 
% 

A 38 122 120 19 22 30 15 3 
  

369 22.4 

B 9 24 
  

5 13 22 11   84 5.1 
  

C 
     

23 24 21 
  

68 4.1 

D 12 
    

7 20 14 
  

53 3.2 

E 81 27 
  

19 14 58 27   304 18.5 
34 44 

F 9 9 
 

11 238 26 7 124 6 8 41 
 

767 46.6 

TOTAL 
MIC 

149 182 120 30 284 354 263 144 75 44 1645 100 

% 9.1 11.1 7.3 1.8 17.3 21.5 16.0 8.8 4.6 2.7 
 

99.9 

Figure 4.84: Distribution of artefacts in the underfloor deposit 8850, House 19, excluding bone and shell 
(Phase 6).  The artefacts are concentrated near the southern wall, not too far from the fireplace, as 
well as some clusters along the west and north walls.  Generally the majority of the grid squares 
had quite small counts.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artefacts from in underfloor deposits find their way there through a variety of activities, including 
from animal and rodent activity, being dropped and lost, and through treadage and 
cleaning/sweeping the floor.236  Generally the larger quantities of artefacts are concentrated along 
the north and south walls, in rows A and F, with particular concentrations along the south wall 
occurring near and in front of the rear doorway threshold (F5, F6, F7), perhaps indicating that this 
was where the floor sweepings were directed during cleaning (Figure 4.84, Table 142).  Although no 
structural evidence of a front doorway was found on the north wall, the higher concentration of 
artefacts near the northwest corner (A2, A3) may also indicate sweeping activity toward a door.  
The underfloor deposit was noted as being deepest in the vicinity of the fireplace; however this was 
not reflected by the number of artefacts found.237  The 1646 items (1857 fragments) recovered 
from House 19 are considered to be indicative of the nature and variety of activities undertaken not 
only within the room itself, but within the household as a whole.   
 
The main categories of artefacts found in House 19, excluding the bone and shell which were 
quantified separately, includes building materials (5), ceramic (167), glass (187), metal (11) and 
miscellaneous (1276), with the miscellaneous items once more being by far the most commonly 
found (Table 146).  The 1646 items, along with the 1738 bone, 11 egg shell and 97 shell fragments, 
are typical of a household domestic assemblage dating from the mid 19th century onwards (Tables 
142, 143, 144, 145, 147).  The nature and variety of activities indicated by artefacts present in this 
deposit suggests that the house, though tenanted, was generally occupied by a family.  This front 
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room deposit, as with the rear room underfloor deposits from Houses 7, 9, 11 and 13, also features 
an accumulation of artefacts that occurred during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and on into Phase 7 
(1860s-1900), before the 1880s when the floorboards were lifted, the vacant space below filled, in 
this case with gravel-like industrial waste, and the floorboards then replaced.238 
 
The general functional categories associated with these 1646 artefacts are closely associated with 
household-related behaviours, except for the architectural-related items (Table 147).  The 42 
architectural items, only 2.6 per cent of the artefacts found in this deposit, mostly included 32 MIC 
window glass or 126 fragments of glass (76.2%).  Due to the small size of many sherds the general 
function of 150 items remains unidentified.  The majority of these items are ceramic or glass, 
composed of such small fragments that for some of the ceramics not even a general shape could be 
identified, just the decorative type (89); and for many of the glass just a general shape of ‘bottle’ 
(32) or ‘unidentified container’ (11) could be assigned.239 
 
Apart from the 42 architectural and 150 unidentified items, the remainder of the artefacts are 
domestic in nature.  There are a high percentage of artefacts associated with personal clothing, 
grooming and accessories, with the 563 items forming 34.2 per cent of the total underfloor 
assemblage.  The most common artefacts within the personal category of artefacts are beads (348) 
and buttons (148), which together were 88.1 per cent of personal-related items.  The beads alone 
represent 61.8 per cent (Figure 4.85).  Overall the items associated with the personal category of 
artefacts are small and can be easily lost through floorboards, if dropped or broken.  Apart from the 
beads and buttons other personal artefacts were those related to clothing, accessories, jewellery, 
grooming, health and religion. 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.85: Button and 
stud types from House 
19, front room 
underfloor deposit 8850, 
made of porcelain, 
copper alloy, iron, 
mother-of-pearl, bone 
and glass. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 
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Items of clothing included fasteners, such as buttons (148), dress eyes (5), hooks (13), shoe eyelets 
(13) and studs (5), a corset busk (1) and safety pin (1).  Among the accessories and jewellery are 
beads (348), clips (3), fake gems (3), rings (2), a brooch (1), chain (1), fan (1), inlay (1), locket (1), 
loop (1), penknife (1), purse (1) and swivel ring (1) (Figure 4.86).  Swivel rings, which often 
suspended men’s fobs and pendants from watch chains, were also found in the rear room 
underfloor deposits of Houses 9 (8610/#81628), 11 (8529/#98452) and 13 (8630/#15485, #99553). 
 
Fragments of a fretted bone hand fan, a plain polished stick fragment (#16559), was possibly 
manufactured in China.  Fragments from similar hand fans were found in the rear room underfloor 
deposit of House 11 (8529/#98804, #99127) and in the front room underfloor deposit of House 7 
(8735/#80680) (Figure 4.62).240  The other accessories from this deposit are very similar to those 
found in the previously discussed underfloor deposits, particularly within Houses 9, 11 and 13 which 
all had comparatively large artefact assemblages.  These include fake gems, inlays, chains and rings 
(Figure 4.86). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.86: A selection of jewellery from House 19, front room underfloor deposit 8850, including beads 
(glass, coral and bone), inlays (glass), a brooch back plate, pendant locket (carnelian/agate) and 
rings (gold and copper alloy). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
The personal category of grooming is represented by combs (8) and perfume bottles.  Seven of the 
combs are made of vulcanite, while one is an ivory nit comb (#16680).  Vulcanite combs and ivory 
nit combs were also found in the rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 7, 9, 11 and 13.241  Glass 
perfume bottles or stoppers were also recovered from the rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 
7, 9, 11 and 13.  The only artefacts from this room associated with personal health were two 
fragments of a spectacles lens (#77879). 
 
One or two artefacts within the personal category are associated with religion, in the form of badly 
broken porcelain figurines of the Madonna (#16678) and probably the baby Jesus (#16576).  The 
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Madonna has a veiled head, broken at the neck and right shoulder, featuring a gold hand-painted 
line around the edge of the veil.  The solid swaddled and cradled baby, tentatively catalogued as a 
doll, is broken across the body and features a fine red hand-painted line around the cap and other 
solid colours.  Both were made in Germany sometime after c.1850-1860.242  Religion, and in 
particular the Roman Catholic faith, has been previously identified in the rear room of Houses 9 
(8610) and 11 (8529), with three religious medals.243  Two of the medals were of the Miraculous 
Mary, a type made from c.1832, and examples were found in House 9 (#81273) and House 11 
(#69794).  The third medal, from House 11, is of St Benedict and was made until c.1880 (#98450).  
Another similar St Benedict’s medal came from the fireplace deposit in Room 1, House 19 
(8873/#17226).  This deposit was probably deriving from the disturbed underfloor, possibly during 
repairs to either the flooring or the fireplace (Figure 4.63). 
 
Artefacts associated with the household category are the next most frequently found within this 
room, with 414 items forming a quarter of the assemblage (25.2%).  As with the other houses, this 
category is dominated by brass pins, with 388 pins which are 93.7 per cent of all artefacts in the 
household category.  Other household artefacts were associated with furnishings and ornaments, 
washing of laundry, and the making and mending clothes.  Furnishings and fittings included broken-
off hardware, such as curtain rings (2), escutcheons (2), tacks (4), a hinge (1), knob (1) and a plate 
(1).  Only one ornament from the room was found, it has a broken black hand-painted boot from a 
figurine (1).  The piece of laundry blue pigment (1) represents what was a common household 
material for washing laundry, particularly for getting sheets white.   
 
Apart from the 338 pins, other items used in the making or mending of clothes and fine lacework 
includes a lace-making bone bobbin (1) and thimbles (8) (Figure 4.87).  Five of these brass thimbles, 
all machine-pressed from c.1850, feature sentimental slogans, including ‘(FAIRW)ELL’ (#16499), 
‘FRIENDSHIP’ (#16553, #17180), ‘THO ABSENT’ (#16983) and the remains of an another (#16477).  
The ‘THO ABSENT’ slogan is similar to that on a thimble from the rear room underfloor deposit in 
House 13, with that example saying ‘THO ABSENT EVER’ (8630/#99580).244 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.87: A selection of 
sewing items, included here 
with two clothing/horse 
harness artefacts, found in 
the House 19 front room 
underfloor deposit 8850, 
including a bone bobbin, five 
machine-pressed thimbles, 
pins, hook , eye and corset 
busk fragment.  The two 
buckles are for either a belt 
or horse harness. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 

 
 
 
Items linked to making and mending of clothing were found in all of the underfloor deposits 
discussed above from Houses 7 (7800), 9 (8610), 11 (8529) and 13 (8630).  In addtion lace-making 
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bobbins, thimbles and pins were also recovered from these deposits.  Pins, the most commonly 
found item within the household artefacts, are the most common item associated with the making 
and mending of clothes, and were 94.7 per cent in House 7, 98.9 per cent in House 9, 98 per cent in 
both Houses 11 and 13, and 97.5 per cent in House 19. 
 
Two categories which support the presence of families living in House 19, by providing evidence of 
children, are 59 clerical and 186 recreational artefacts.  Once again the clerical items are mainly 
slate pencils (35), which with slate writing boards (2) and the slate pencil holders (4) were 
predominately used by children to practice lessons and for informal games.245  The remaining 18 
items are more likely to have been utilised by children rather than adults, including ink pens (2), ink 
wells (5) lead pencils (10) and a mechanical pencil (1) (Figure 4.88).  One of the pencils was wide 
and was a type commonly used by tradesmen or butchers. 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.88: A selection of 
clerical items from the 
House 19 front room 
underfloor deposit 8850, 
including slate boards, lead 
pencils, inkpen nib, 
mechanical pencil, slate 
pencils and a slate pencil 
holder. 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 

 
The recreational items are associated with both child and adult-related activities, with children’s 
pastimes which inlcude playing with marbles (137), dolls (3) and toy teasets (7) (Figure 4.89).  Of the 
137 marbles, 67 are noted as having battering marks, indicating that they had been regularly played 
with prior to being lost.246 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.89: A selection of 
marbles from the House 
19 front room underfloor 
deposit 8850, made of 
glass, stoneware, painted 
or plain porcelain and 
limestone. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 
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The specifically adult-related activities are all associated with smoking, in the form of tobacco pipes 
(37).  All but two are made of kaolin, the others being a terracotta bowl/stem (#16694) and a 
German-made porcelain bowl which was probably part of an ornament (#17203) (Figure 4.90).  A 
sea urchin recovered from the deposit could have been collected by either an adult or child 
(#17080). 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4.90: A selection of 
tobacco pipes from the 
House 19 front room 
underfloor deposit 8850, 
including items made of 
kaolin, terracotta and 
porcelain. 10cm scale. 
Gallery2. 

 
 
 

 
One of the dolls is a small German porcelain standing doll or figurine with hands clasped together in 
prayer above a possible pregnant stomach, suggesting that it belonged to a woman and not a girl, 
and would have had special meaning for the owner (#17168) (Figure 4.91).247  Made in c.1860-1890 
it was very similar to a kneeling doll from an underfloor deposit within Room 3, House 13 
(8585/#16059) (Figure 4.71).  Another item that may also have been reused as a toy was a conical 
Beaufort-style copper alloy whistle and chain, typical of those used by policemen and boatswains 
(#17129).  This was catalogued as a possible toy/tool within the category of recreational/work 
(Figure 4.92).248 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.91: Porcelain praying doll/figurine, made between c.1860-c.1900, 
House 19 front room underfloor deposit 8850 (#17168). 1cm scale divisions. 
Casey & Lowe scan. 
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Figure 4.92: A copper alloy whistle and chain, 
made between c.1800-c.1930, from the House 
19 front room underfloor deposit 8850 
(#17129). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The nine coins/tokens, coins (7), a token (1) and a possible coin or token (1), representing 
commercial activities.  The halfpenny-sized copper alloy coin/token was so encrusted it could not be 
fully identified (#16496).  All the coins were of low denomination minted in Britain, including a silver 
1838-1887 threepence (#16578), a copper 1853 penny (#16860), and five bronze halfpennies of 
1862 (#16957), 1862-1892 (#16622), 1864 (#16958), 1877 (#16844) and 1881 (#17125) (Figure 
4.93).249 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.93:  The seven identified British coins and single local trade token from the House 19 front room 

underfloor deposit 8850. Top row, left-right: 1853 penny (#16860), 1838-1887 threepence 
(#16578), 1857-1860 Monster Clothing Hall trade token (#16808). Bottom row, left-right: 
halfpennies of 1862 (#16957), 1864 (#16958), 1862-1892 (#16622), 1877 (#16844) and 1881 
(#17125). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
A rare large lead trade token (#16808), was struck, probably locally, for the Sydney business of 
Henry Cohen in 1857-1860 (Figure 4.94).  It features on the obverse ‘MONSTER CLOTHING / HALL’ / 
‘H. COHEN’ in a band as a shop sign, above a diagram of the shopfront showing a central door and 
windows on either side with displayed items and ‘[245 GEORGE ST]’.  On the reverse is ‘ANY / 
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ARTICLE PURCHASED / AT THE / MONSTER CLOTHING HALL / AND NOT APPROVED OF / WILL BE 
EXCHANGED / OR IF PREFERRED / THE / MONEY [RETURNED] / [1857]’.250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.94: Henry Cohen lead trade token for the Monster Clothing Hall, 245 George Street, Sydney (1857-

1860), House 19, front room underfloor deposit 8850 (#16808). Left-right: obverse-reverse. 1cm 
scale divisions. Gallery2. 

 
 
Fragments from larger items found in this house are identified with the general functions of food 
(116) and beverage (59), mainly in ceramic and glass.  The fragmentary items associated with 
beverage are all glass bottles that contained alcohol (6), beer/wine (29), champagne (6) and 
gin/schnapps (18).  The food category included ceramics and glass with four metal cutlery items.  
The forms or vessels are associated with storage, serving and consumption of food.  The storage-
related items are mostly glass, including condiment bottles (3) and a stopper (1), oil/vinegar bottles 
(13) and stoppers (2) and pickle/chutney bottles (7).  The lone ceramic is a fragment from a fine 
earthenware jar (1).  No items were identified linked with food preparation, as was also the case in 
the rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 11 and 13 (8529, 8630), however 12 serving-related 
items are represented, in both glass and ceramic.  The ceramic serving items are a jug (1) and 
tureen (1), with glass represented by stemware (2) and some press-moulded and flashed items 
(8).251  The 77 consumption-related items are in ceramic (68), glass (5) and metal (4), with the 
ceramic shapes including plates (30), saucers (20), cups (15), small plates (2) and a teapot (1); the 
glass is represented by tumblers (5); and the five metal items are a silvered teaspoon (1), bone-
handled forks/knives handles (2) and an ivory-handled knife (1). 
 
The date range of the artefacts recovered in this underfloor deposit is broad (Table 147), 
unsurprising given that the deposit is again an accumulation of artefacts that occurred during both 
Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and Phase 7 (1860s-1900).  As with the deposits in the rear rooms of Houses 
7, 9, 11 and 13, this deposit also contains items that were lost prior to the floorboards being lifted 
in the 1880s and the underfloor sealed to prevent rats from occupying the area and to assist in 
preventing the spread of disease.  The coins and tokens are excellent markers, dating from the 
1850s (#16808, #16860), 1860s (#16957, #16622, #16958), 1870s (16844) and 1880s (#17125).  The 
silver threepence, minted between 1838-1887 (#16578), was in circulation for a long time and its 
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relatively soft metal was noted as being very worn.252  The item with the most recent start date of 
manufacture is a fragment of a green transfer-printed saucer featuring the ‘Ceres’ pattern, dating 
between 1897-1904 (#72590).253  This item, attributed to the Pilkington Tile & Pottery Co, of 
Lancashire, dates from after the sealing of the underfloor in the 1880s, and was found in a gridded 
square near the major disturbance caused by the construction of the early 20th-century footings.254 
 
Most of the items were manufactured over a long period of time, spanning decades and in some 
cases, centuries.  This was the same with the artefacts from the rear room underfloor deposits in 
Houses 7 (8700), 9 (8610), 11 (8529) and 13 (8630).  For example, the 109 limestone marbles, were 
first produced in the 1700s (20) or 1800s (89) depending on the stone varieties, and ceased to be 
made at the outbreak of World War I in 1914; three of the buttons (glass and copper alloy) could 
have been made as early as 1802 and on though to 1950; the 39 slate pencils (and their holders) 
were made up to the 1960s; and the 264 brass pins were first patented in 1809 but have an 
unknown final date of manufacture.  Once again many of the artefacts have also not been given end 
dates of manufacture because they are either unknown or are still in production to this day.   
 
Among the 167 ceramic items from this deposit, 35 items had nine known transfer-printed patterns 
(Table 148).  These nine patterns are commonly found on Sydney historical excavations, within 
assemblages dating from the mid 19th century onwards.  They are in blue (20) and green (5) 
transfer print, with blue being the largest.  The ‘Albion’ (7), ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ (1), ‘Gem’ (2), ‘Two 
Temples II’ (1) and ‘Willow’ (19) patterns are all in blue transfer print, while the ‘Cable’ (1), ‘Ceres’ 
(1), ‘Rhine’ and ‘Snow Drop’ (1) patterns in green.  The ‘Albion’, ‘Rhine’ and ‘Willow’ patterns were 
all also identified in the rear room underfloor deposits of Houses, 7, 9, 11 and 13, with the ‘Asiatic 
Pheasants’ pattern also found in the rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 9, 11 and 13, the 
‘Gem’ pattern in the rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 7, 9 and 11, and the ‘Cable’ pattern in 
the rear room underfloor deposits of Houses 7 and 9.  Comparisons with the other rear room 
underfloor deposits of the other Steam Mill Street houses shows that ‘Ceres’ (1), ‘Snow Drop’ (1) 
and ‘Two Temples II’ (1) patterns were only found in this house.  While ‘Ceres’ (1) pattern was not 
found in the other Steam Mill Street houses it was found underneath the verandah of the house in 
Area 7 (Table 62).   
 
The patterns recognised on vessel shapes are associated with the serving and consumption of food.  
Serving vessels included a single ‘Willow’ pattern tureen, and tableware and teawares, plates (17), 
saucers (4) and cup (1).  Twelve of the items could not be identified by shape due to their 
fragmentary nature, ten of these had the ‘Willow’ pattern.  The ‘Willow’ pattern is the most 
commonly known pattern, and was found on 19 items, including plates (8), tureen (1) and 
unidentified (10).  ‘Willow’ pattern is generally the most frequently found pattern on residential 
sits, as was the case in the rear room underfloor deposits in Houses 7, 9, 11 and 13.  Even without 
the unidentified items the ‘Willow’ pattern is still by far the most commonly recognised, on nine 
individual items.  Eight of these known patterns indicate that this underfloor deposit is an 
accumulation of items dating from both Phases 6 and 7, allowing for the time lags between when 
items were purchased, used and eventually broken to then become part of the archaeological 
record before the deposit was sealed in the 1880s.  The exception to this is the later dating ‘Ceres’ 
pattern (#72590), its presence here a likely indication of contamination caused by the later 
construction of early 20th-century foundations. 
 
Fifty-six of the artefacts have remains of slogans or manufacturer or supplier marks, and generally 
fall into the Phase 6 and Phase 7 time frame (Table 149).  Most of these marked items are 
miscellaneous artefacts: buttons (14), coins (7), thimbles (5), tobacco pipes (14), a teaspoon (1), 
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coin/token (1) and a token (1).  The remaining 14 items are glass bottles or stoppers.  Nine 
oil/vinegar bottles were attributed to George Whybrow, a London based manufacturer of sauces 
and preserves.  A further two club sauce type stoppers were embossed ‘GEORGE WHYBROW’.  
George Whybrow stoppers were also found at Houses 7, 9 and 11.  One pickle/chutney bottle had a 
British Registry mark dating from 1843, but no manufacturer details.  Another bottle simply had the 
embossed mark ‘No 2’.  A cobalt blue castor oil bottle was embossed ‘HO[RA]’; Hora & Co were by 
British manufacturers of castor oil.   
 
Only three items were made for Australian retailers, including a trade token, a button and a tobacco 
pipe.  The lead trade token, as mentioned earlier, was for the retailer Henry Cohen, of George 
Street, Sydney and struck from 1857-1860 (#16808).  A copper alloy trouser button with very worn 
markings on its border of ‘C. (?) / NEWCASTLE’, was sold by an unidentified tailor or outfitter in 
Newcastle, New South Wales, no earlier than c.1850 (#16870) (Figure 4.95).  A glazed bent tobacco 
pipe was made in the United Kingdom for the Sydney tobacconist James Bartlett who operated 
from c.1858-c.1880 (#17002) (Figure 4.90).255 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.95: (left) Newcastle trouser button, made after c.1850, House 19 front room underfloor deposit 

8850 (#16870). (right) A. M. Cooke button, made from c.1850, from the House 19 front room 
underfloor deposit 8850 (#17171). 1cm scale divisions.  

 
 
Five tobacco pipes were manufactured by large pipe makers in Scotland, either by Thomas White of 
Edinburgh (3) or Duncan McDougall of Glasgow (2).  The Thomas White pipes had company marks 
specific to the years 1823-1882 (#16509) or 1823-1876 (#16760, #17205); with Duncan McDougall 
operating between 1846-1967 (#17059, #17127).  One tobacco pipe and six buttons feature the 
names of four London-based manufacturers or retailers.  These were the pipe maker Charles Crop 
who was in business from 1856-1924 (#16551); the button manufacturer A. M. Cooke of unknown 
dates, with the button type made from c.1850 (#17171); the clothier S. W. Silver & Co from c.1865-
c.1875 (#16872); and the merchants and tailors Moses Levy & Co from c.1840-1902 (#16543, 
#16746, #16871, #17198) (Figure 4.95).256 
 
Among of the 1,646 items recovered from this deposit only 13 had conjoining fragments from 
different gridded squares or different spits within the same square (Table 150).  These items include 
two glass beads, a brass thimble, an ivory nit comb, a kaolin tobacco pipe, a purple transfer-printed 
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ceramic saucer, a green transfer-printed ‘Cable’ pattern saucer, a copper alloy purse frame, two 
glass inkwells, a piece of glass tableware and a hand-painted bone china cup. 
 
Faunal and shell from this underfloor deposit were quantified separately from the main artefacts 
tables.  A total of 1738 bone fragments were found with unidentified mammal the most common 
(1050 NISP), forming 60.4 per cent of the bone assemblage (Table 151).  All of the Steam Mill 
houses had large quantities of unidentified mammal bone in their rear room underfloor deposits, 
Houses 7 (8700), 9 (8610), 11 (8529) and 13 (8630), many of these are likely to be sheep.257  There 
were also many unidentified fish (274) as well as sheep (181), 15.8 and 10.4 per cent of the bone 
assemblage respectively.258  The remaining animal species include European rat (129), rodent (35), 
pig (18), chicken (17), cattle (13), unidentified bird (10), dog (7), rabbit (3) and cat (1). 
 
Only a small amount of the bone was identified with any butchery marks (71), unidentified mammal 
(46), sheep (23) and cattle (2).  The two cattle bones were sawn; the sheep bone was either cut with 
a knife or cleaver (4), just sawn (17), or both cut with a knife or cleaver and sawn (2).  The 
unidentified mammal bones were chopped (31), cut with a knife or cleaver (7), sawn (7), or both cut 
with a knife or cleaver and sawn (1).259 
 
The shell assemblage from House 19 is smaller than from the other houses, Houses 7 (142 NISP), 9 
(142 NISP) and 11 (188 NISP), but contains the same number of shell fragments found in the rear 
room of House 13, 97 shell fragments (Table 152).  However the underfloor deposit 8850 in House 
19 contained more shell than 8630 in House 13, when quantified by minimum number of individuals 
(59 MNI context 8850, 32 MNI context 8630) or by weight (295.9g context 8850, 243.7g context 
8630).  The most commonly shellfish is the Sydney rock oyster (18), limpets (18), and the Sydney 
cockle mud ark (17).  These three species made up just under half of the shell assemblage in 8850 
(49.1%).  All but two of the shell species were found in the other Steam Mill Street houses.  The 
exceptions were the Humpback cowrie (1) and the volute (2), both indicative of 
collecting/souveniring.260 
 
The ground floor front room of House 19 was built at the same time as Houses 7, 9, 11, 13 and 15, 
with a rear room added during a later phase of construction, between 1863 and 1867 (when House 
17 was also built).261  The original room would have functioned as both the living area and kitchen 
until the rear room was added.  The 1646 artefacts, 1738 bone fragments and 97 shell fragments 
recovered from this underfloor deposit confirm that this room was host to a range of activities.  The 
range of activities represented by the variety of items that accumulated beneath the floorboards 
before they were lifted in the 1880s and the vacant space filled with clays in an attempt to stop 
rodents.  
 
Activities undertaken in this room included the storage, serving and consumption of food and 
beverages (also represented by the bone and shell), the making/mending of clothes, writing, 
children playing and adults smoking.  Coupled with these are activities were items broken while 
grooming, such as combs and perfume bottles, along with items of clothing and jewellery that 
represent accidental loss probably while being worn, such as a brooch, buttons, beads, fake gems, 
locket, religious medal, rings and a swivel ring.  Some of the clothing items, such as buttons, beads, 
and hooks and eyes, could also have been dropped and lost while clothing was being made, 
mended or laundered, along with pins and thimbles.  Accidental loss is also seen with the coins and 
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tokens.  Items broken off furnishings, fittings, and ornaments are also present, perhaps suggesting 
they were being moved around within the space as part of regular activates. 
 
The range of artefacts recovered from this House 19 front room underfloor deposit are comparable 
to those recovered from the rear room underfloor deposits belonging to its neighbours in Steam 
Mill Street at this time, in Houses 7, 9, 11 and 13. 
 
4.8.1.6 Cesspit: House 7 
The cesspits for Houses 7 and 9 were built at the same time and incorporated into a single structure 
(Figure 3.7.5).262  The sandstone and brick cesspit (8717) for House 7 was located in the rear yard, 
on the eastern boundary with House 9.  Most of the material recovered from the cesspit appeared 
to be associated with its use.  A layer of fine-grained pale grey sands with no inclusions (8747) lined 
the cesspit at its bedrock base and was probably been thrown in the last time the cesspit was 
completely cleaned out.  The silty deposit above, rich in artefacts, had the characteristics of an 
accumulation rather than a fill, with its dark grey mix of fine-grained sands and silt (8736/8724).263  
The waterlogged condition of the cesspit made excavation challenging, with the deposit assigned 
two numbers to indicate the part of the deposit that was below the waterline (8736) and above the 
waterline (8724).264 
 
The cesspit deposit 8736/8724 contained 198 artefacts (600 fragments), 67 bone fragments and just 
one shell fragment (Tables 153, 158).  The main categories of artefacts, excluding the bone and shell 
which were quantified separately, includes ceramic (75), glass (58), metal (14), miscellaneous (49) 
and organic (2).  The ceramic and glass items were made of a large number of fragments when 
compared to the actual minimum item count (Table 153).  For instance, the 289 fragments of 
ceramics came from 75 items and the 270 fragments of glass were from 58 items.   
 
 

Figure 4.96: Examples of some of the ceramics recovered from the House 7 cesspit fill 8736 suggesting 
primary deposition. Back row: 16 fragments of an Albion pattern plate (#72210), 30 fragments of a 
pearlware poe or chamber pot (#72164), nine fragments of a Maltese pattern plate (#72216). Front 
row: 13 fragments of a Gem pattern small plate (#72212), 12 fragments of a sprigged saucer 
(#72181) and eight fragments of a dark blue Peony pattern saucer (#72217). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 
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Ceramic examples of this fragmentation include 30 fragments from a single pearlware chamberpot 
(#72164), 16 fragments from a blue flow wash basin (#72191), 16 fragments from a blue transfer-
printed ‘Albion’ pattern plate (#72210), 14 fragments were from a hand-painted and gilded bone 
china cup (#72184), 13 fragments were from a blue transfer-printed ‘Gem’ pattern small plate 
(#72212), and 12 fragments from a sprigged bone china saucer (#72181).  Glass examples were 35 
fragments from an unidentified bottle (#76785); 20 fragments from a beer/wine bottle (#76776); 17 
fragments from a castor oil bottle (#76760); 32 fragments from two chimney lamps (#76795); and 
11 fragments from a beer/wine bottle (#76778).265  These items suggest that the cesspit was used 
by the occupants of House 7 as a convenient primary discard point to dispose of any unwanted or 
broken objects when it ceased to be used as a toilet when the house was connected to the sewer, 
probably in the 1890s (Figure 4.96). 
 
These 198 items were associated with a variety of functional categories which are similar to those 
of the associated house underfloor deposits.  These remains are, as is to be expected, domestic 
waste generated by household-related activities (Table 154).266  The 26 unidentified items are 
mainly ceramic or glass body or base fragments that could not be recognized beyond a general 
shape of ‘bottle’ (7) or, in the case of some of the ceramics where not even a general shape could 
be identified, only the decorative type (13).267  
 
Unlike the underfloor deposits, where the most commonly represented items were those 
associated with personal clothing and accessories, in the cesspits the most common category of 
functions for the artefacts are food, its storage, serving and consumption.  These 75 items, 37.9 per 
cent of the cesspit assemblage, along with the beverage-related items (15), form just under half of 
the total assemblage (45.5%) from the cesspit.  Many of these are ceramic and glass. 
 
The beverage artefacts are all made of glass, except for a salt-glazed stoneware ginger beer bottle 
(#58389).  These glass bottles are associated with the storage and consumption of alcohol (3), beer 
(1), beer/wine (5), champagne (2) and gin/schnapps (3).  Food-related artefacts were found in 
ceramic, glass, bone and seeds and were sued for storage, serving and consumption.  Food was 
stored mostly in glass, as with oil/vinegar bottles (1), pickle/chutney bottles (6), a pickle bottle (1) 
and sauce bottle stoppers (2).  Only one was made of ceramic, a fine earthenware green transfer-
printed ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ pattern lid (#72194).  Seven items used to serve food include a ceramic 
jug (1) and platters (3); and a glass cruet (1) and press-moulded items (2).268  The 57 consumption-
related items, representing 76 per cent of the total food associated artefacts, are in ceramic (47), 
glass (6), metal (2), bone (1) and seed (1).  The ceramic shapes include plates (19), cups (11), saucers 
(11), small plates (4), a breakfast cup (1) and an egg cup (1).  The other objects were glass tumblers 
(6), silvered cutlery in the forms of a dessert spoon (1) and teaspoon (1), a polished bone fork/knife 
handle (1), and a nectarine seed (1). 
 
In a similar way six personal items within the cesspit, the pearlware poe (#72164), blue flow 
washbasin (#72191) and four glass perfume bottles (#76765, #76766, #76768, #76797) were all 
discarded either after breakage or, in the case of the perfume bottles, once their contents were 
finished (Figure 4.98). 
 
In comparison, many of the other personal (22) and recreational (28) artefacts are small.  They 
could have easily dropped from the hand, fallen out of pockets or come off clothing while both 
adults and children were using the toilet.  Alternatively these items may have been thrown out 
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unseen with swept-up rubbish or dumped during major household and yard clean-up.  Of the 22 
personal-related items 16 may have been accidentally lost, such as combs (2) from pockets and 
buttons (13) coming off clothing (Figure 4.97).  The 28 recreation-related artefacts are indicative of 
both adults and children.  Some of the 20 kaolin tobacco pipes were perhaps accidently dropped by 
adults while smoking or possibly fell out of pockets along with marbles (7) and a small ‘pudding doll’ 
(1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.97: A selection of some of the items representing accidental loss in the House 7 cesspit fill 8736, 
including buttons (porcelain and copper alloy), marbles (limestone and glass), a porcelain ‘pudding 
doll’, slate pencil and kaolin tobacco pipes. No scale. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.98: (left) Perfume bottle, dating between 1820-1870, House 7 cesspit fill 8736 (#76766). (right) 

Perfume bottle, of a lavender water type, dating between 1850-1920, House 7 cesspit fill 8736 
(#76768). 10cm scale. Gallery2. 
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The pharmaceutical (6) and household (5) categories feature items that were either broken or 
emptied within the house and then discarded into the cesspit.  The pharmaceutical category 
includes two bottles with conjoins to fragments in another context and are not included in the 
count of six bottles.  These are a glass castor oil bottle (#76760) and a generic glass pharmacy bottle 
(#76764).  The other six items are a glass castor oil bottle (#77121), two generic glass pharmacy 
bottles (#76787, #77131), two glass poison bottles (#76767, #77138) and a black transfer-printed 
semi-vitreous fine earthenware ointment lid (#72143) (Figure 4.99). 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 4.99: Two poison bottles from the House 7 cesspit fills 
8724/8736. Left: 1850 (8724/#77138). Right: 1850-1870 
(8736/#76767). 1cm scale divisions. Gallery2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The household artefacts include objects used within the house for cooking, maintenance and 
ornamentation.  These were the iron handle from a pot or saucepan (#68557); a salt-glazed 
stoneware blacking bottle (#58384); and three broken ornaments, such as a hand-painted and 
moulded fine earthenware figurine (#72175), a bone china bud vase (#72174) and fragments of a 
flat bevelled-edged glass (#76772). 
 
Finally, accidental loss of items falling out of pockets and ending up in the cesspit is seen with a coin 
and trade token.  The coin is a bronze British penny, minted in 1867 (#80728) and the copper trade 
token was made in 1857-1859 for the Sydney Tea Store and Coffee Mill owned by Smith, Peate & Co 
(#80729). 
 
The date range of the artefacts recovered from the cesspit is broad (Table 154), indicating that 
deposition could have occurred during both Phase 6 (1840s-1860s) and Phase 7 (1860s-1900).  The 
item with the most recent date of initial manufacture is the 1867 British penny (#80728) but this 
was noted as being very worn, indicating that it was in circulation for a long time before it was 
lost.269  Many of the artefacts began to be manufactured in the mid 19th century, or if begun earlier 
continued to be made for many more decades.  At least 20 items were first produced in the 1860s 
and, when allowing time for their purchase, usage and then eventual discard, they indicate that this 
cesspit deposit of is most probably associated with Phase 7.  Most of the objects found in the 
deposit were made over a long period of time, spanning many decades, and in some cases 
continuing well on into the 20th century.  Many of the artefacts have also not been given end dates 
of manufacture because these were either unknown at time of cataloguing or the artefact types are 
still in production to this day. 
 
This cesspit deposit contained 25 ceramics with 11 known transfer-printed patterns (Table 155).  
These 11 patterns are commonly found on Sydney historical excavations, within assemblages dating 
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from at least the mid 19th century onwards.  They named ceramic pattern were commonly found 
within the Area 8 houses (Tables 101, 113, 15, 136, 148).  These patterns were printed in blue, 
black, brown, green and purple transfer print, with blue being the most common.  The ‘Albion’ (4), 
‘Dresden’ (1), ‘Peony’ (2) and ‘Willow’ (5) patterns are in blue; ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ pattern is in blue 
(2), black (1) and green (1); ‘Gem’ pattern is in blue (3) and brown (1); ‘Antique’ (1), ‘Crystal’ (1) and 
‘Maltese’ (1) patterns are in brown; the ‘Cable’ pattern is in purple (1) and the ‘Honeysuckle’ 
pattern is in green (1).   
 
The patterns are all on shapes associated with the serving and consumption of food.  The serving 
shapes include platters (3) and a lid (1), with consumption-related items being plates (12), cups (5), 
small plates (2) and a saucer (1).  The single unidentified item belongs to fragments of a flat base 
featuring the ‘Willow’ pattern (#72137).  The presence of the same pattern on different shapes 
indicates the use of matching sets, such as the blue transfer-printed ‘Albion’ pattern platter 
(#72141) and plates (#72140, #72209, #72210), the ‘Peony’ pattern cup (#72213) and saucer  
(#72217), and the ‘Willow’ pattern platter (#72207) and plates (#72138, #72139, #72206).  The 
presence of the ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ pattern in blue plates (#72204, #72205), black platter (#72187) 
and green lid (#72194) suggests that a dining set may have been made up of a variety of colours.  
Five of the identified patterns did not begin manufacture until the 1860s, with the ‘Antique’, 
‘Cable’, ‘Honeysuckle’, ‘Maltese’ and ‘Peony’ patterns again indicating that this deposit dates from 
Phase 7 (1860s-1900). 
 
Twenty-one artefacts feature the remains of manufacturer, contents or supplier marks fall into 
Phase 6 and Phase 7 (Table 156).  The items dating from the 1860s are more indicative of Phase 7, 
especially those that made from 1865 and later.  These include a brown transfer-printed ‘Maltese’ 
pattern plate, made by John Thomson & Sons, of Glasgow, between c.1866-1884 (#72216); a kaolin 
tobacco pipe made by F S Sparnaaij en Zoonen, of Gouda, the Netherlands, dating between c.1865-
c.1930 (#80717), and a bronze British penny of 1867 (#80728).270  As mentioned earlier the penny is 
very worn, indicating that it was in circulation for a long time before it was lost.  The marked 
tobacco pipes were manufactured in Scotland (5), Holland (1) and Belgium (1); with Holland also 
represented by an Udolpho Wolfe’s gin/schnapps bottle (1).  Perhaps the most interesting item 
here is the penny copper trade token advertising the Tea Store and Coffee Mill run by Smith, Peate 
& Co, featuring on its obverse ‘[SMITH, PEATE & Co. / GR]OCERS / TEA SELLERS / & / MERCHANTS / 
2[58] & 260 / GEO[RGE ST] / SYD(NEY)’.  This token was minted by Heaton & Sons, of Birmingham, 
England, between 1857-1859 (#80729).271 
 
Six items from the 198 items found in this cesspit had conjoining fragments in another deposit 
(Table 157).  This other deposit was from the adjoining cesspit for House 9 (8716), from its 
waterlogged fill 8737.  These two cesspits were built at the same time and were incorporated into a 
single structure so the presence of conjoining fragments between the two fills may have occurred 
through later contamination of the deposits when they were connected to the sewer, or at the time 
of disposal when perhaps the occupants of the two houses may have used each other’s cesspits.  
The six glass items included two castor oil bottles, a lamp shade, a pickle/chutney bottle, an 
oil/vinegar bottle and a generic pharmaceutical bottle. 
 
Faunal and shell remains from this cesspit deposit, were 67 bone fragments with the 34 sheep bone 
representing just on half of the bone assemblage (50.7%) (Table 158).  There were less unidentified 
mammal (19) in the cesspit backfill.  This was similar to the unidentified mammal bone found in the 
underfloor deposits of Houses 7 (8700), 9 (8610), 11 (8529), 13 (8630) and 19 (8850), the species is 
most probably sheep.  The remaining bone assemblage is cattle (9), chicken (3), European rat (1) 
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and pig (1).  The identified bones were mainly appendicular elements, which were also noted as 
being frequently split, metal stained and dark in colour, with the staining and dark colour in 
particular identified as being consistent with a waterlogged deposit.272  Just the one shell was 
recovered from the deposit, a Sydney cockle (#3825). 
 
When compared to the earlier underfloor deposit of House 7 (8700), the artefacts from the cesspit 
fill are quite different.  The artefacts from the underfloor deposit represent an accumulation of 
mainly small things that were easily lost, dropped or swept through the floorboards, whereas those 
in the cesspit are mainly the result of a conscious decision to dispose of broken or unwanted 
objects, with just a small number of items, such as the buttons, marbles and tobacco pipes, 
suggesting accidental loss. 

                                                           
272

 Fillios 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.4. 



735 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe Archaeological Investigation 2008-2010 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

5.0 Response to Research Questions 
 
5.1 Introduction 
A set of research questions for the archaeological investigation were developed in 2008 as part of 
the Archaeological Management Strategy & Research Design for the Darling Quarter development 
project.  The research design was formulated following detailed historical research and 
archaeological potential modelling undertaken prior to excavating the site.  Results and research 
from other Casey & Lowe archaeological projects have also informed the Darling Quarter research 
design.  The research design ensured that the archaeological investigation focused on genuine 
research needs and contributes to current and relevant knowledge.   
 
Prior to the excavation, the archaeology of the Darling Quarter site was thought to have potential to 
contribute to research areas such as:  

 Residential housing and material culture in 19th century Sydney.  

 Landscape archaeology. 

 Industrial archaeology.  

 Overseas Chinese occupation. 

The research questions for the project are presented in Vol 1, Section 1 of this report and also in 
Archaeological Management Strategy & Research Design (Casey & Lowe August 2008).  The results 
of the archaeological excavation provided varying ability to address the research questions.  
Overwhelmingly the archaeological resource of the site contributed to research into residential 
housing and material culture and landscape archaeology.   
 
Due to limited impacts there was no opportunity to investigate large areas of the industrial 
complexes such as the PN Russell foundry and Barker’s mill, and therefore a separate response to 
the industrial archaeology research questions has not been provided in this section.  However, 
issues and discussions concerning industrial archaeology, the relationship between landscape, 
industrialisation and urbanisation have been included throughout the main body of this report 
(Section 3).  There was no evidence for occupation by overseas Chinese in the areas excavated.  
Therefore, the research questions relating to Chinese occupation and material culture posed prior 
to the excavation could not be pursued.   
 
As with all archaeological investigations, the research potential of the archaeology is not limited to 
the research design developed prior to the excavation, or indeed the response and discussion 
presented in this section.  The archaeological data can be re-examined and used for other research 
agendas or focuses.  This report has therefore not addressed a finite set of research questions and 
the results of the Darling Quarter archaeological investigation can be used for further research in 
the future.  This should be the case for any large scale excavation of a significant site.   
 
The research questions were used to inform the archaeological excavation methodology and guide 
the post-excavation analysis.  The results of the archaeological program in Section 3 are structured 
and written to address and include the research questions as part of the presentation and 
discussion of the data.  This separate section (Section 5) presents the research design for the 
project and provides a response to the relevant individual research questions.  Detailed discussions 
can also be found throughout Section 3.   
 
 
5.2 Residential Housing and Material Culture 
The research questions developed for investigating the archaeological remains at the former CSR 
site (1996, now Jacksons Landing, were further developed for Union & Edward Street, Pyrmont 
(2004) and 19-41 Reservoir Street, Surry Hills (2005).  These have been found to provide a solid 
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basis for exploring residential housing in a range of working-class and lower middle-class 
environments.  These questions focus on urbanisation, material culture of consumerism and gender 
identities, childhood and women’s work in the home.  These are currently important questions in 
archaeological research designs.  To assist with understanding the type of residents living in the 
area and the nature of the housing we have reviewed Sands Directories and the Council Rate 
Assessment Books (Vol 5, Appendix 5.2).  These questions are addressed in the discussion sections 
of the miscellaneous artefacts report (Vol 3, Section 8.2), the artefacts overview (Vol 1, Section 4) 
and in the Workers’ Housing section of the main report (Vol 1, Section 3.7).  The following has been 
largely taken from the Section 3.7.8 of the Workers’ Housing section of the main report. 
 
5.2.1 What evidence survives of the housing in this part of Darling Harbour? 
Preserved at the site were the footings of the houses, the layered surfaces in the yards, cesspits, 
material from the underfloor cavities of the ground floor rooms and the flagged laneways which 
bounded the block on its southern and eastern sides.  The excavated houses were some of the 
largest in the neighbourhood, and occupied elongated lots which contained stables and workshops 
in their yards.  There was considerable impact on the underfloor spaces and the footings of the 
houses from the construction of the c.1900 market building and later piles.   

 
5.2.2 What evidence is there for the standard of living enjoyed by the earliest residents?  Is 
there artefactual evidence for different standards of living between the houses occupied on the 
early industrial sites and the later workers’ housing?   
Artefacts in the underfloor deposits of the houses at Steam Mill Street suggested that the standards 
of living were remarkably similar in terms of items that are usually seen as expressions of socio-
economic status.  They also indicated that the use of space was similar across all houses, with the 
kitchen operating as a room that was re-imagined throughout the day in order to accommodate a 
variety of different activities. 
 
Ceramics representing tableware and teaware were all of a type that was easily available, 
affordable and replaceable, with no distinction between the assemblages of owner/occupiers and 
considerably poorer tenants.  The ceramic assemblage from the Moroneys’ residences at Nos. 11 
and 13 were more characteristic of what we might expect of their poorer neighbours than what 
might be expected of a family that ran a successful business and owned at least two properties.  
Similarly, where more refined tastes were detected they were not restricted to the wealthier family.  
Some sophistication in taste was found in the choices of smoking pipes and a well-made woman’s 
shoe from House 91, where a string of tenants including blacksmiths and engine drivers were 
resident. 
 
There were also more similarities than differences between the two deposits beneath the kitchens 
of House 7 and House 13.  In 1876 observers from the Sewage and Health Sub-Committee described 
these properties as the worst and best-kept in the street, respectively.2  The deposit beneath the 
kitchen of House 13 had more than three times the number of artefacts than House 7, consistent 
with what might be imagined of a wealthier household, but the percentages of items categorised by 
function remained very similar, and the spatial patterning was also wholly overlapping in character 
when considered in terms of different household activities. 
 
The household at No. 13 resists definition in traditional class terminology.  Its historical-
archaeological identity, the combined product of historical research and the archaeological record, 
occupies a transitional point between what we might consider to be working-class and middle-class 

                                                           
1 All information regarding miscellaneous identification and analysis in this synthesis has been taken from Stocks 2013 
Miscellaneous, Organics and Non-structural Metals Report Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour, Vol 3, Section 8.2.  
2 Sydney City and Suburban Sewage and Health Board, ‘Eleventh Progress Report’, LAV&P 1875-6 (5): 609. 
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stereotypes.  By combining the historical and archaeological information, a picture is built of a 
household that may have see-sawed between periods of relative wealth or poverty, or perhaps 
more interestingly, that may have embodied aspects of both at the same time.  In particular, the 
inhabitants of House 13 appear to have treated their kitchen as if their space and means were much 
more limited.  For instance a large amount of sewing was done in the kitchen, of a kind that 
suggests a degree of diversity and a range of materials that may indicate a commercial undertaking.  
There was also evidence of clerical activity, child’s play and the more obvious uses of cooking, 
preparing food and eating and drinking.  This house was large for a single family, yet there was an 
addition to the house, and that the stables contained a room that appeared to have been able to 
have been used as an office.  They also had access to the space of the yard next door.   
 
The consistent use of the very same spaces within the kitchen for a variety of activities belies an 
attitude to the room that is somewhat at odds with our knowledge of the family and is much more 
in keeping with the lifestyle of the inhabitants of House 7.  For instance, we can imagine that if the 
only working surface, in the form of a table with good light, was in the kitchen, then there are a 
variety of tasks that would necessarily have to be performed there.  These tasks frequently would 
be performed at the expense of using the space for anything else for the duration.  However, the 
Moroneys should have had ample means and an adequate amount of space to furnish the house 
with, e.g.  a desk for writing or sewing and appropriate lamps, chairs, etc. to facilitate performing 
the tasks in any location.   
 
This may have occurred for many reasons, for example in order to have a function-specific 
reception room or parlour at the front of the house at the cost of spaces that could be used by the 
family for different but more mundane tasks at the same time, or it may have been so that Mary’s 
newly-married sons and daughters could continue living in the house, occupying their own discrete 
spaces at the expense of them being used by the whole household.  The expressed desire to 
purchase a cottage piano supports the first idea, it would most certainly have been in the front 
room, and this scenario may be more in line with the expected middle-class aspirations of a family 
like the Moroneys.  However, the additional room at the back showed evidence of multiple use and 
apparent male and female spaces, sewing and smoking as well as food consumption, and supports 
the second idea.   
 
Both ideas paint an interesting picture of a household straddling the cusp of the working and middle 
classes through their use of space.  The piano in particular creates considerable juxtaposition with 
the apparent use of the kitchen.  Linda Young, in her analysis of 19th-century ‘habitus’ in Sydney, 
observes that ’pianos represented specially the genteel skill of women, evidence both of personal 
refinement and of the ability to entertain others.  Practising music was a deliriously unproductive 
means of passing time at home, displaying a lady as rich enough to afford idle time’.3  This very 
public face of Mary Moroney, whether or not the piano was purchased, the advertisement in the 
Herald served the same purpose, contrasts with the somewhat pedestrian nature of the ceramic 
assemblage and what appears to be an ultra-resourceful use of space in the kitchen. 
 
The anomaly of the Moroney’s use of space in the kitchen relative to their poorer neighbours and 
their relatively affluent position warrants further study on the underfloor deposits of middle-class 
or lower-middle class households.   
 
5.2.3 Is there evidence for cottage crafts or other unrecorded professions or works in the area? 
There was evidence of sewing being undertaken on a relatively large scale for a domestic household 
at Houses 13 and 19.  Evidence for sewing came from the underfloor accumulations beneath the 
kitchens of all houses and in the addition to the rear of House 13.  Despite the large number of 

                                                           
3 Young 2004: 124, 201-220. 
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sewing-related items at Houses 13 and 19, percentages of items classified by function or activity 
were remarkably similar across all houses, regardless of apparent wealth or poverty.  However, 
further analysis of the items indicated some small differences in the assemblages.  For instance the 
artefacts associated with sewing from the underfloor deposits of House 13 showed a level of 
versatility and range of equipment that might indicate a commercial undertaking or else a 
sophisticated expression of a lady’s leisure befitting the middle-class aspirations of someone like 
Mary Ann Moroney. 
 
The latter explanation may be a more appealing interpretation of the assemblage if we subscribe to 
the notion that there should be a distinguishing expression of status within the Moroney’s artefacts.  
Mary Ann owned the house she lived in at No. 13 and the house next door at No. 11.  Lawrence and 
Davies have observed that it was the ‘more affluent women’ of the 19th century that ‘had the 
leisure time to produce fancywork, embroidering, crocheting, and beading the cushion-covers, 
lampshades, tablecloths and antimacassars that adorned the fashionable Victorian drawing room’.4  
While we would not presume that the Moroneys had the luxury of a fashionable drawing room, it is 
certainly likely that they aspired to have one, and the expression of status through this medium 
may explain its absence in the rest of the assemblage. 
 
In order to shed further light on the nature of the sewing practices at No. 13, the Moroney’s sewing 
assemblage can be usefully compared to that of House 15 at the CSR site, where artefact analysis of 
underfloor deposits from several houses revealed the presence of a commercial sewing endeavour 
by at least one of the occupants at (CSR) House 15.5  The two assemblages (CSR House 15 and 
Steam Mill Street House 13) shared certain characteristics that their neighbours’ assemblages did 
not, such as the presence of more specialised tools, the greater variety within each artefact type 
and the sheer quantity of sewing-related and clothing-related artefacts relative to the other houses 
in the street.  However, the proportion of the corpus of artefacts represented by sewing-related 
objects was different in both cases.   
 
At the CSR site, House 15 contained a far greater proportion of sewing-related artefacts relative to 
other types than was found at the neighbouring properties, further cementing the interpretation of 
commercial sewing at the premises.6  In contrast, at Steam Mill Street, comparison of the 
underfloor deposit beneath the kitchen of No. 13 with its neighbours revealed a very similar 
proportion of sewing-related artefacts to other types.  However, while the relative amount of 
sewing activity was similar to the adjacent households, it was of a more creative nature at No. 13.  
For instance, the proportion of beads was far higher at House 13 (40.1% compared to 27.6% at 
House 19 and just 8.5% at House 7) and in number alone the beads at House 13 far outstripped 
those in neighbouring houses, 894 compared to 348 at House 19 and just 25 at House 7.  In 
addition, this comparison only refers to material from the kitchen at House 13.  When the beads 
from the addition at the back of the house are included, the numbers are even more persuasive. A 
further 138 beads representing 33.6 per cent of the total assemblage from that room. 
 
There is arguably evidence for either commercial sewing being undertaken at House 13 or possibly 
more leisurely activity depending on the view taken of the assemblage.  Interestingly, Lawrence and 
Davies argue that the proportion of bobbins to pins in an assemblage can be indicative of 
decoration versus plain sewing, noting that the ratio of bobbins to pins at the Little Lon site (1:92) 
compared to those at the Viewbank site (1:28) indicates that the women at Viewbank spent 
proportionately more time on decoration, in keeping with the leisurely standards of their class.7  If 

                                                           
4 Lawrence & Davies 2011: 315.  
5 Casey 2004. 
6 Casey 2004: 38. 
7 Lawrence & Davies 2011: 316. 
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we were to use this measure at House 13, we would surely interpret the assemblage as 
overwhelmingly representing plain sewing, with a bobbin to pin ratio of 1:314.  If we measured 
using only lacemaking bobbins it would be 1:628. 
 
House 19 also had a considerable amount of sewing-related material in its underfloor deposit, 
including some items which suggested similar activities or attitudes to those displayed at House 13.  
However, a comparison of these deposits may not be entirely appropriate.  The high number of all 
types of artefact in the underfloor deposit beneath the front room of House 19 is no doubt a 
reflection of the intensive use of that space when it was the only ground floor room in the house.   
 
Because it effectively represents 100 percent of the ground floor use for around 20 years, the 
underfloor deposit in this room is likely to skew interpretation when compared to the other houses 
in the street in terms of artefact numbers.  This is because the other houses had at least one more 
ground floor room in which similar activities could hypothetically be undertaken, despite those 
rooms not having a comparable underfloor build-up in which those activities could have been 
represented archaeologically.  It is therefore possible that some activities appear over-represented 
in the front room of House 19 when compared to a single room in a house that had at least one 
other on the ground floor. 
 
When this is considered, House 13 stands out dramatically in terms of artefact numbers and in 
particular, sewing-related material.  However, further comparable studies are needed to be able to 
more accurately interpret the assemblage at No. 13. 

 
5.2.4 The material culture associated with the 19th-century occupation of the Darling Quarter 
site has the ability to inform us about day-to-day issues associated with the lives of the residents 
of the area.  The material culture can provide information on living standards, construction of 
gender identity and the nature of childhood.   
 
Gender Identity and Childhood8 
Some of the toys found in the underfloor deposits were traditionally played with by girls but may 
also have had an underlying religious or ritual purpose.  The most interesting were two similar 
intact small glazed porcelain dolls (a Frozen Charlotte or bathing doll type) found in Houses 13 and 
19 that could be easily carried in a pocket or purse.  They depict girls wearing caps who were 
praying, one standing (Vol 3, Section 8.2, Figure 3.59) and the other kneeling (Vol 3, Section 8.2, 
Figure 3.48, Figure 4.19).  Both dolls were made in Germany from c.1860-1890.9  The bulging bellies 
on the dolls are slightly odd and suggest pregnancy.  Although these dolls may be just plumply 
rendered it is possible that they were used by their owner as fertility votives.  In general such dolls 
were part of teaching young girls about Christian (Catholic?) belief and their future dutiful role in 
society.  Other small non-praying porcelain dolls and ornamental figurines found in the houses were 
part of this behavioural training.   
 
The largest variety was found in House 19 (Vol 3, Section 8.2, Figure 3.59).  They included a ‘Punch’ 
doll from a Punch and Judy set and religious figurines of a baby (Jesus?) in a basket and Madonna.  
The latter may have been part of a Catholic nativity group placed in a small shrine.  The occurrence 
of possible religious votive dolls (see below), toy teasets and ornamental figurines in both houses 13 
and 19 indicates a particular close connection between some of the female occupants.  Although no 
Catholic medals or statues were found in House 13 there may have been a friendship between 
religious women and/or their daughters who could have played together.  More common in the 

                                                           
8 This information has been taken from Stocks, R.  2013 Miscellaneous, Organics and Non-structural Metals Report Darling 
Quarter, Darling Harbour, Vol 3, Section 8.2.  
9 Coleman & Coleman n.d.; Fawdrey & Fawdrey 1979; Goodfellow 1993; Hillier 1968; Lima 2012. 
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other houses were porcelain dolls of lesser quality, which were meant to be bathed by girls as if 
they were babies. 
 
Day-to-Day Living 
The material from the underfloor deposits of the houses on Steam Mill Street suggests that the 
inhabitants lived in intensively occupied spaces where a variety of activities would have taken place 
at different times of the day.  This was true of all of the houses in Steam Mill Street regardless of 
the perceived status of the occupants. There was no real indication of the difference in standards of 
living from the types or styles of artefacts found in the underfloor deposits, as all were relatively 
unremarkable in that they were easily available and able to be replaced cheaply. However, the 
types of artefacts and their frequency indicated something of the day-to-day life of the inhabitants.  
In particular, the underfloor deposit from House 19 suggested that the inhabitants were resourceful 
but nevertheless frustrated with their space on a day-to-day basis. 
 
The inclusion of some artefacts contained in the underfloor deposit of House 19 could not be easily 
explained through the usual causes of instant loss, an object disappears through a gap in the floor 
as soon as it is dropped and cannot be retrieved, or through actions of sweeping or cleaning.  Pins, 
marbles and possibly thimbles might most commonly belong in the first category, while fragments 
of broken smoking pipes, ceramics and glass might be considered to be in the second.  However, 
some objects did not fit convincingly into either scenario.  The underfloor deposit beneath the front 
room of House 19 contained objects such as a purse frame, a horse buckle, a belt or horse buckle, a 
whistle and chain, a fiddle pattern teaspoon and bone knife or fork handles.  All of these items were 
relatively large, remarkably intact and were of a type and size that makes instant loss or sweeping 
an unconvincing but of course not impossible cause for their deposition. 
 
Considering the intensive use of the space that would have been necessary before the construction 
of the second ground floor room in House 19, and the use of space that we have seen 
demonstrated in the other houses above, it is possible that the deposition of these items is related 
to loss during storage and movement.  These two states would have been of a frequently occurring 
and highly dynamic nature in a room that was required to be used for different purposes at 
different times of the day.  This may mean that there was no dedicated spaces for certain objects to 
remain when not in use, and that objects may have been in a state of semi-mobile storage as the 
function of the room changed throughout the day.   
 
The action of moving and storing different items during the activities of the day may cause loss 
when objects are temporarily stored inappropriately; such as on the floor under a table, next to the 
fireplace or next to furniture or even forgotten, possibly fallen behind furniture during temporary 
storage.  In this way it might be possible to suggest that there was a certain dynamism to the 
changing state of the living space in House 19 that was not always efficient or satisfactory.  It might 
serve to explain the presence of horse and belt buckles as well as cutlery and objects such as the 
purse frame in the underfloor deposits.  This way of understanding living space allows for the 
consideration of objects and spaces when they are not directly in use but are nevertheless active.  
More importantly it offers an insight into the day-to-day living conditions of working-class or lower 
middle-class families, and suggests that the living space was one that was constantly reimagined as 
it was reorganised throughout the day.  Objects of the kind described at House 19 were found in the 
underfloor deposits of all of the houses.  Rather than disorder or carelessness, it may reflect the 
perpetual cycle of transferring objects from location to location, as surfaces are needed or become 
available, and the inevitable loss or breakage that occurs because of such actions. 
 
This idea could be usefully tested by comparing these deposits to houses where semi-permanent or 
permanent storage of items is likely to have existed for objects not directly in use, and where 
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spaces are dedicated to the performance of only one or two tasks.  Such conditions are likely to 
have existed in middle class houses and certainly in upper class residences. 
 
 
5.3 Landscape Archaeology 
The exploration of how the landform of Darling Harbour was altered during the 19th and 20th 
centuries is fascinating as it testifies to the need for more land in specific locations.  It represents the 
development of urban pressures as early as the 1830s to concentrate industry with the main transport 
network, shipping, so as to aid distribution of their products and the importation of the goods they 
need.  The ability of people to be able to transform mud flats into useful land and be able to add on 
wharfage that is then far enough into the harbour to provide safe mooring for ships bringing in cargo 
and taking away produced goods.  The alteration and manipulation of the landform of Darling Harbour 
has been part of its story for the last 200 years.  The methods and means by which the landform was 
altered can tell us much about those who undertook the projects, development of Sydney as a port, 
urbanisation and industrialisation.   
 
The archaeological excavation at Darling Quarter provided an opportunity to examine the 19th-century 
waterfront, its transformation, and role in the development of Sydney as an industrialised port and 
economic growth of the colony.  Reclamation and the development of maritime infrastructure on the 
eastern foreshore of Darling Harbour began as early as 1810.  By the 1850s it was peppered with 
privately-owned wharves that serviced many industries and merchants.  A complex mix of advances in 
shipping technology, railway development, industrialisation, economic growth and changes in the 
harbour environment throughout the 19th and into the 20th century meant that Darling Harbour’s 
maritime infrastructure was almost constantly either in need of or in the process of being remodelled 
and upgraded.  In private ownership until 1900, the wharf facilities on the eastern foreshore varied in 
quality and adequacy in relation to the finances, capabilities and needs of the individual businesses that 
owned them.  Following the resumptions in 1900, the redevelopment of the Darling Harbour 
waterfront became more controlled and systematic under government management.   
 
The archaeology of foreshores such as the 19th-century Darling Harbour waterfront is multi-faceted 
and can be approached in terms of landscape, environmental and maritime archaeology, urbanisation, 
industrialisation and the archaeology of capitalism.  As such, the archaeology of the Darling Quarter site 
is worthy of further in-depth research and analysis.   
 
The following is a response to the individual research questions relating to landscape archaeology and 
the Darling Quarter site.  These research questions and other detailed discussions relating to the 
natural environment, transformation, changing use, reclamation, development of maritime 
infrastructure and early local industries, and early colonial entrenpreneurs are also presented in 
Section 3.2 – Natural Environment, Section 3.3 – Aboriginal Occupation (also Vol 3, Section 8.9), Section 
3.4 – Early Foreshore Use 1788-1820s, Section 3.5 – Barker’s Mill, Jetty and Pond 1825 to 1870s and 
Section 3.6 – Reclamation and Land Consolidation 1825 to 1870s.   
 
5.3.1 What was the nature of the original landform and what plant species were found in this 
area? 
In recreating the pre-1788 landscape, underlying geology and soils can suggest the plant 
communities and fauna that once populated Sydney Harbour.  Crucial works such as Benson & 
Howell’s Taken for Granted10 and more recently the comprehensive study of the ecology of 
Pyrmont by Broadbent11 have informed our view of Sydney’s and Darling Harbour’s natural 
landscape.  Historical records such as early accounts, paintings, etchings and surveys can also add to 

                                                           
10 Benson & Howell 1990. 
11 Broadbent 2010. 
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the description of the topography and natural environment at the advent of British settlement.  Of 
course these early sources are not always accurate, but combined with modern scientific analysis 
they can help us create a model for a broad view of Darling Harbour prior to British settlement.   
 
Archaeological evidence of the prehistoric physical landscape and topography, soils, pollens and 
organic matter, such as wood and shell, can test and further refine this model.  The Darling Quarter 
excavation uncovered the physical remains of the original eastern foreshore, including the 
sandstone shoreline and intertidal sand flat, long since buried below reclamation fills and modern 
development.  Environmental sampling allowed for analysis of the fossil pollens and soil properties.  
Samples of wood and marine shell from contexts predating the first development in the 1820s also 
provided further evidence and insight into the natural environment, of both the site and the 
broader Darling Harbour area.   
 
Combining the geological, historical and archaeological evidences, the natural foreshore of the site 
can be reconstructed.  This is key to understanding why, and how this site was initially developed to 
include a substantial jetty and mill pond servicing Barker’s flour mill in the 1820s.  The nature of the 
foreshore also facilitated successful large-scale reclamation in the 1830s and 1840s that created 
both valuable harbour-fronting sites for industry and land for housing development.   
 
Using Darling Quarter as a case study, the reconstruction of the natural environment is also useful 
in demonstrating the environmental impacts of 19th-century development and industrialisation.  
Environmental change is also considered part of the reason for the pattern of continuous 
redevelopment of the harbour waterfront, in particular the maritime infrastructure servicing the 
industries established on Darling Harbour.  Increasing levels of pollution and shoaling around the 
initial wharfage and jetties led to a decrease in water depths and suitability for shipping.  This was 
corrected by either wharf and jetty extension or periodic dredging.  Subsidence and erosion of the 
made-land led to almost continuous levelling and ground consolidation throughout the 19th 
century.   
 
The model for the natural environment of the site has been created from analysis of the geology 
and soil types, descriptions from early sources, illustrations and surveys.  The Darling Quarter site is 
located on the eastern foreshore of Darling Harbour.  The site included a bay or cove with intertidal 
sand or mudflat abutting a rocky sandstone shore.  Offshore, the harbour waters were shallow, 
recorded on an early chart as being just three or so feet at low tide.  To the south, the head of the 
harbour consisted of extensive mudflats that supported mangrove and saltmarsh plant 
communities.  Benson & Howell suggest that mudflats, and therefore mangrove, extended 
northwards past the Darling Quarter site.  To the immediate east, the site was fringed with swamp 
forest species such as Swamp Mahogany and Swamp Oak.  Further east, the Hawkesbury sandstone 
ridge supported woodland including Red Bloodwood, Scribbly Gum, Banksia and She Oak.  On early 
historic plans, a creek or watercourse, with perhaps a tributary, entered into the harbour within the 
site.  The estuarine sand or mudflat environment supported a number of shell species such as 
Sydney cockle, an abundant resource at the time of British settlement.   
 
The archaeological evidence further refined this model.  Open area excavation in Areas 6, 5 and 9 
confirmed that the rocky shoreline changed trajectory as the early surveys indicate, thereby 
creating a sheltered bay or cove to the south.  The intertidal area was mostly formed with coarse 
grey sands with very little evidence for substantial build-up of silts or other mudflat material.  Fossil 
pollens from the sand flat material and other natural deposits indicate that the immediate area was 
dominated by swamp forest species, with a minor mangrove component.  Also confirming this, the 
wood samples from the Aboriginal midden site were identified as Casuarina glauca or Swamp Oak.  
The evidence from the Darling Quarter site discounts the existence of mudflat in this location.  
Instead, extensive sand flats stretched from the shore for up to 50m at low tide.  This means that 
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mangroves and saltmarsh species of mudflat habitats in the southern part of Darling Harbour 
appear not to be dominant further north.   
 
The mouth of the predicted creek would have been located just within the site boundaries, and the 
archaeological evidence does support its existence.  Analysis of soil samples from Area 9, within the 
cove or bay area, and close to the shore where the creek is likely to have existed, confirm 
freshwater influences during the late Holocene.  In fact, this area may have once been a shallow 
freshwater lagoon, protected behind a sandbank or other such naturally formed feature.  This 
freshwater lagoon may not have been long-lasting or permanent, and it is not known with certainty 
that it existed in the natural environment in the early decades of British settlement.  The fern 
spores identified within a natural deposit in Area 9 originated from a damp habitat nearby, such as 
a creek bed.  Such evidence suggests the creek existed prior to British settlement, though none 
were recorded on early surveys.  Lending further support to the creek-fed freshwater lagoon 
interpretation, was that this area later became Barker’s mill pond, a structure intended to retain 
freshwater from channelized watercourses running towards the harbour from the northeast.     
 
Samples from an ancient shell bed below the water table contained a wide range of estuarine 
species.  Within the sample was a high proportion of Sydney cockle, common to intertidal sand flat 
habitats.  Shells from the Aboriginal midden mostly consisted of cockle.  The dominance of cockle 
shells within the natural environment certainly supports the historic accounts and gives substance 
to the name Cockle Bay.  Also identified in the ancient shell bed were mud and rock oyster, and club 
mud whelk.  Rock oysters, as the name suggests, attach to rocks in the mid to low tide range, and in 
the pre-1788 environment were attached to the rocky shore.  Mud oysters were also noted by 
Europeans in the late 18th century to be in abundance in the estuaries of Sydney Harbour.  It would 
seem from the shell samples that they were not abundant in the natural environment of the Darling 
Quarter site.  This may explain why mud oyster was not found within the Aboriginal midden 
material, rather than their absence being explained by a cultural preference for or easier harvesting 
of cockle over mud oyster in this locality.    
 
The radiocarbon age determination of cockle shell samples from the natural deposits yielded a wide 
range in age.  Shell from the ancient shell bed were several thousands of years old, and the two 
dates obtained were almost a couple of thousand of years apart.  Above the shell bed were deep 
deposits of grey sands, the surface of which contained organic detritus such as twigs and other 
plant-related litter typical of an intertidal sand flat.  Shell and pollen within these layers displayed a 
range of pre-1788 and post-1788 characteristics.  The archaeological evidence, in particular the 
environment samples, from the site illustrates the natural processes of harbour deposition in an 
intertidal sand flat environment.  Heavy organic material, such as shell, filters overtime through the 
sand and becomes trapped above the clay and sandstone floor, forming a shell bed over thousands 
of years.  During this process further sands and silts were deposited by harbour tidal movements, 
and from the rivers and creeks that flow into the harbour.  This action facilitates the movement of 
material through the sands, and also mixes the heavier content, such as the shell.   
 
Refining the model for the natural environment of the Darling Quarter site is important in 
understanding why and how this location developed in the 19th century.  The natural attributes of 
the site and its extensive intertidal sand flat both necessitated and facilitated the establishment a 
substantial jetty that included an area of reclaimed land for Barker’s mill in the 1820s.  The likely 
existence of a natural lagoon fed with freshwater from a creek became an obvious location for the 
mill pond to retain water for the mill’s steam engine.  The success of the extensive reclamation 
projects undertaken by Barker and Brooks in the 1830s and 1840s was partly due to the existence of 
these sand flats.   
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5.3.2 How has this part of Darling Harbour evolved over time? 
For many years prior to British settlement, the natural environment and food resources of eastern 
foreshore of Darling Harbour were exploited by the local Aboriginal population.  Multiple Aboriginal 
sites have been identified near the Darling Quarter site, including stone tool scatters, shell middens, 
and engravings, all within 3km of the Darling Quarter site.12  The KENS site, one kilometre to the 
north of Darling Quarter and in a similar proximity to Darling Harbour yielded close to 1000 
artefacts and dated from 2,800 BP to British arrival.13  Within the Darling Quarter site the remains 
of an Aboriginal shell midden located on a rocky outcrop above the high tide level in Area 5 
provided further archaeological evidence for Aboriginal utilisation of the food resources of Darling 
Harbour.  As suggested by its former name Cockle Bay, Sydney Cockle (Anadara trapezia) was an 
abundant species around the intertidal areas of the harbour.  The midden consisted of over 90 per 
cent adult cockle shell mixed with ash and charcoal waste from cooking fires.  It also contained 
stone artefacts that provided evidence for trade links with inland regions.  The inclusion of rounded 
pebbles, marine grit and water-worn shell within the midden material suggest that it was subject to 
erosion and re-deposition by natural tidal actions. 

 
Following British settlement, the surrounding landscape and environment changed rapidly, and 
Darling Harbour began to be used in a very different way.  Land was cleared of native trees and 
vegetation, allotments and streets were created, and buildings constructed.  Development was 
initially centred around Sydney Cove to the east, but a scattering of houses and businesses occupied 
waterfront land along the eastern foreshore of Darling Harbour by the first decade or so of the 
1800s.  The cockles that once provided food for the local Aboriginal community now became a raw 
material for the British settlers to produce lime for construction and agriculture.  Shell middens that 
had accumulated over centuries were processed and burnt to make lime.  Perhaps even the natural 
shell bed below the sands within the intertidal zone were extracted and processed.  Evidence for 
lime processing in the early decades of British settlement was found in Area 9 of the Darling 
Quarter site on land that was to become part of Barker’s mill.   

 
For those living and working on the eastern foreshore, access to the water was important as it was a 
means of transport as in the early 1800s the town’s road network was not extensive and did not 
include many connections to the harbour front.  An informal boat ramp across the intertidal sand 
flat between a rocky platform and the low tide level provided access to the harbour for small 
vessels.  The boat ramp was located in Area 6 on the shore of what was to become Cooper & 
Levey’s and later Barker’s mill, it was built prior to 1825 and with logs from locally available tree 
species.  Harbour sands containing a variety of woody detritus and other organic matter 
accumulated around and over the ramp.  Though a natural harbour process, the deposition of these 
sands perhaps could be viewed as evidence for the changing harbour environment and increased 
sedimentation due to erosion following land clearance in the surrounding areas.   
 
The analysis of the shell and pollen revealed evidence for the changes to the environment resulting 
from drastic changes in land use after British settlement in 1788.  Land clearance, urban 
development, industry and manufacturing irrevocably altered the landscape and the harbour 
environment.  Foreshore resources exploitation, pollution and sedimentation in the harbour caused 
a change in the natural shell species range.  Shell from the Darling Quarter site confirmed that mud 
oysters died out and rock oyster became dominant, adapting to the changed environment in the 
harbour in the first few decades of the colony.  Pollen from native species were in the majority in 
the sampled harbour sand deposits.  Given the nature of the intertidal sand flat, these pollens may 
have been introduced prior to 1788 or may have been blown in from nearby areas still covered by 
native vegetation.  Pollens from exotics, or introduced species, such as weeds and cereals, that 

                                                           
12 Comber Consultants 2012, Vol 3, Section 8.9. 
13 Steele 2006. 
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indicate the changing local vegetation growth pattern and the new use of the area for flour milling, 
were also found within the sampled harbour sands.   
 
There was very little evidence for harbour pollution from human waste and rubbish during this early 
phase of use.  Ceramic, glass and animal bone fragments are typical as archaeological evidence of 
refuse disposal and rubbish dumps.  Very few such artefacts were found within the foreshore 
deposits at this site.  Just one of the environmental samples taken from the intertidal sands 
contained the human sewerage indicator Cloacasporites sydneyensis.  This indicator features more 
in samples from later phases of use, reflecting an increased urban population and affect on the 
natural environment.   
 
Land clearance and development caused erosion that led to a reported increase in sedimentation 
and shoaling in the harbour.  This change in the harbour or foreshore environment was not 
obviously identifiable in the archaeological record.  The sand bank material (context 8446 in Area 6 
and 9570 and 9571 in TT60 in Area 9) identified as possibly forming a barrier that enclosed a 
freshwater lagoon-type feature could be interpreted as being the result of such changes in the 
natural harbour depositional processes.  However, the 1802 plan of Sydney records the land 
adjacent to the site as being “open forest land”.  This suggests that it was not cleared, or at least 
not fully cleared at this time, and therefore not likely to have been subject to undue or excessive 
erosion resulting in increased harbour sedimentation.  In fact, the land surrounding the site was one 
of the last waterfront areas in the southern part of the eastern harbour shore to be occupied, and 
developed, with some reclamation and construction not beginning until the mid 1820s, and 
intensive reclamation works not until the 1830s and 1840s.  It may be the case that accelerated 
erosion and sedimentation within the foreshore and harbour was not occurring in this location, and 
at this early stage in the sites development.   
 
Prior to reclamation, wharf construction and development, the intertidal foreshore was desired, 
and it was claimed and utilised.  Some early grant holders of waterfront land at Sydney Cove 
fenced-off the intertidal zone at the mouth of the Tank Stream.14  Evidence for enclosing the 
intertidal sand flat was also found at the Darling Quarter site.  Captain Richard Brooks was the first 
landholder to develop a business on land associated with the site.  He established a slaughterhouse 
just to the east of the site boundary.  Brooks identified the potential of the intertidal sand flat as 
usable land, and staked his claim to it by demarcating and enclosing the space with timber fences.  
The northern boundary with Cooper & Levey’s land was extended out into the sand flat with a 
timber pailing fence, and presumably a similar structure delineated the southern boundary of his 
foreshore-claim from that of John Dickson’s land.  The land-claim extended as far west as the low 
tide mark, where a pailing fence was erected to further illustrate this natural boundary with the 
harbour.  This pailing fence may have also served to prevent sands, flotsam and detritus from the 
harbour being deposited by the tides within the enclosed land.  Within these boundaries, a 
substantial east-west post-and-rail fence divided this large parcel of foreshore land in two.  Though 
it may be possible that other ‘field’ divisions also existed, it appeared that Brooks’ foreshore was 
bisected by this fence to form two east-west orientated ‘fields’.  These were most likely to have 
been used as holding areas for the livestock waiting to be processed at his slaughterhouse.     

 
The value of waterfront land increased as the local and colonial economy, trade and industry 
developed.  Darling Harbour’s close proximity to the town and its natural attributes led to it being 
developed to provide port facilities and land for mills, manufactories, shipyards and various 
mercantile businesses.  Maritime infrastructural development began with the construction of the 
Market Wharf at the bottom of Market Street in 1810.  The location of this wharf certainly 
influenced the future development of the waterfront and the city as Darling Harbour subsequently 

                                                           
14 Meehan’s 1807 plan; McLoughlin 2000: 187.   
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became the focus for its commercial and industrial activity.  By the 1830s there were numerous 
other wharf developments on the eastern side of the harbour supporting various commercial, 
mercantile and industrial businesses.  By the end of the 1840s, the eastern foreshore had been 
completely transformed and was almost entirely fronted by timber wharfage.  Darling Harbour had 
by this time become Sydney’s main industrial and commercial hub.  The main phase of reclamation 
and wharf construction at the Darling Quarter site was undertaken during this initial period of rapid 
development in the first half of the 19th century.   
 
5.3.3 How many times was the landform remade within the study area and were the different 
properties reclaimed at different times?  
Based on cartographic analysis, historical records and archaeological evidence the reclamation of 
the Darling Quarter site was undertaken in six phases (Figure 5.1) between 1825 and the 1870s: 

 Phase 1: 1825 to Early 1830s 

 Phase 2: 1830s to Early 1840s 

 Phase 3: 1840s 

 Phase 4: Early to Mid 1850s 

 Phase 5: Late 1850s  

 Phase 6: 1860s to Early 1870s 
 

 
Figure 5.1: There were six identifiable phases of reclamation at the Darling Quarter site between the mid 

1820s and the early 1870s.  The reclamation was undertaken by the individual property owners at 
roughly the same times.  The location of the original shoreline (black line) and the basement and 
public domain excavation areas (purple outlines).  The background plan is the 1822 survey showing 
the original shoreline.  Extract from Vol 4, Section 9, Plan 9.11, Cryerhall.    
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By the mid-1820s the site was associated with two properties: Cooper & Levey owned the largest 
allotment to the north and to the south the land was owned by Captain Richard Brooks.  Cooper & 
Levey undertook one of the earliest private reclamations on Darling Harbour by constructing a long 
jetty in c.1825 as part of their mill complex development.  Thomas Barker purchased the mill and 
lands in 1827, and through the 1830s he undertook extensive reclamation and had sold-off the 
waterfront allotments he created by the mid 1840s.  Smaller reclamation and wharf construction 
and remodelling projects were undertaken by individual waterfront land owners between the 1840s 
and the 1870s.  To the south, Brooks’ land was also reclaimed.  This was done in three phases 
between the 1830s and early 1850s.  Reclamation at different properties was undertaken during the 
same time periods.  Following reclamation of the intertidal foreshore and deeper harbour areas to 
create the main wharf front by the 1850s, the reclaimed land was continuously levelled and 
consolidated.  Following resumptions in 1900, further reclamation, levelling and wharf remodelling 
was undertaken.   
 
5.3.4 What different materials and means were used, and what was the depth of the 
reclamation at each stage?  
The materials used for reclamation varied through the various phases and between property 
owners.  Cooper & Levey appeared to use material sources from their own construction activities 
on the site.  Redeposited natural harbour sands were the dominant fill type and were likely upcast 
or spoil from excavation work associated with the mill pond construction or from localised dredging 
or landscaping of the intertidal sand flat.  Historical records or references to dredges being used in 
the 1820s have not been located during research for this excavation report.  Dredged or excavated 
silts and mud were used to reclaim at the head of the harbour in the 1830s and were recorded at 
the Paddy’s Market site.15  The first references to or illustrations of steam-powered dredges and 
dredged material being used for reclamation is in the 1840s during the construction of Semi-Circular 
Quay at Sydney Cove.16  Dredged harbour sands were more frequently deposited as reclamation 
material from the mid 19th century.  Using dredged material as reclamation fill was a much cheaper 
option than disposing of it at sea.17  Current (2013) excavations at Barangaroo Headland by Austral 
have revealed dredged harbour sand was used as reclamation fill by the shipbuilder Cuthbert.18  
Dredged harbour sands and silts were also used as part of the reclamation process from the 1850s 
at Farm Cove.19  Further research may provide supporting evidence for this apparent earlier use of a 
dredge by Cooper & Levey.  As of yet, no information regarding the use of convicts for private 
reclamation projects have been found in the historical records.20  Convicts were used in the 
government-initiated construction of Semi-Circular Quay.21 
 
Fills of sandstone rubble and coarse sand were also represented in this early phase of reclamation.  
Again, the concurrent construction of the mill complex and excavation for the mill pond may have 
been the source of fill material for the reclamation.  Otherwise, spoil from any other nearby land-
based construction or quarrying activity could have provided fills.  There was a notable absence of 
artefacts and industrial waste material in the sampled Cooper & Levey reclamation fills.  Foreshore 
reclamation works provided a convenient and accepted method of waste disposal in cities around 

                                                           
15 Godden Mackay 1993: 44. 
16 McLoughlin 2000: 187; a steam-powered bucket dredge at work in Sydney Cove is illustrated in an 1842 painting by JS 
Prout (Section 3.6, Figure 3.6.110).  
17 McLaughlin 2000: 184. 
18 Austral Archaeology undertook excavations of Cuthbert’s Shipyard in association with the Barangaroo Headland 
development in 2013.  Preliminary findings from the excavation, including Cuthbert’s mid 19th-century reclamation, were 
presented by Alan Hay and Justin McCarthy at the SHAP workshop and ASHA conference in 2013.   
19 Casey & Lowe 2013b: 29. 
20 Research on this matter was not exhaustive and further research may reveal either direct or indirect information 
regarding this matter.  
21 Ashton 2008, Clone 1961. 
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the world and therefore tend to be artefact-rich.22  However, Sydney in the 1820s was not yet a city 
with a large urban population and booming industry, and a municipal waste disposal system.  As 
such, there was not a huge amount of waste to end up as land fill along the Darling Harbour 
foreshore.  This symbiotic relationship of municipal waste disposal needs and requirement for 
reclamation became more widespread, and documented, in the latter half of the 19th century 
following the incorporation of the city.23  In fact, the backfill of Barker’s mill pond in the early 1860s 
provided the only clear archaeological evidence for the possible disposal of municipal waste as part 
of a remediation or reclamation event at the site.   
 
The main phase of reclamation at the site was undertaken during the 1830s by Thomas Barker and 
Richard Brooks’ estate.  The materials Barker used to reclaim the intertidal sand flat differed from 
those used earlier by Cooper & Levey.  Instead of redeposited harbour sands, Barker used a 
combination of dense or heavy clays and shales, with layers of crushed sandstone and rubble.  
These clays, shales and sandstone were freely available as they all formed the natural strata in the 
surrounding area.  This type of material was far more suited to reclamation fills than the 
unconsolidated and soft harbour sands mostly used by Cooper & Levey.  Consistent with the earlier 
phase of reclamation, the fills Barker used were more than likely sourced from the surrounding 
area, though in Barker’s case, not from within his own property.  Spoil and extracted material from 
nearby construction and quarrying activities were probably disposed of or reused as reclamation fill.  
Barker’s main phase of reclamation was likely to have been undertaken over a period of time in the 
1830s, though it is not known whether this was months or years.  Reclamation may have been still 
been on-going in the late 1830s when a major public engineering project was undertaken to level 
the nearby Haymarket area:  

Up to the middle of last year (1837) the ascent of Brickfield Hill was not only steep and difficult 
but actually dangerous...ultimately the government took up the matter and during the last nine 
months the ascent has been rendered completely safe and easy for all kinds of carriages...The 
inclined plane of the ascent has been considerably lengthened by cutting and paring off the high 
part of the road, and the materials from the top being conveyed to the south or lower 
extremity, have there been successfully employed for the purpose of raising that 
compartment...upwards of 1,000,000 cubic feet of rubbish changes its situation by manual 

labour a great portion of which being solid rock.24  

Though it cannot be confirmed through historical sources,25 it may be that some of the material 
excavated from the levelling of Brickfield Hill and other associated remediation of the 
Brickfield/Haymarket area ended up as reclamation fill at Barker’s property on Darling Harbour.    
 
Increased industrialisation and urbanisation of the area in the 1830s was also evident from the 
reclamation fills.  Between layers of clays, shales and crushed sandstones, were occasional deposits 
of industrial waste.  This material consisted of granules of clinker, charcoal, coke, cinder, slag 
nodules, other burnt material, stone pebbles and grit.  Such waste originates from steam-engine 
boilers, incinerators, foundries and smithies.  These sorts of activities, industries and trades were 
becoming increasingly more numerous in the area.  Industrial waste material was not an ideal 
reclamation fill as it was porous, loose and not easily consolidated.  Its appearance within Barker’s 
reclamation likely represents both the opportunistic use and disposal of this material by Barker and 
surrounding industries.   

                                                           
22 For example, several archaeological excavations of medieval and post-medieval waterfront sites in Dublin undertaken 
by the author provided archaeological evidence that household and industrial waste from the city was used to reclaim the 
foreshore, and these deposits contained numerous artefacts relating to the domestic life, trade, commercial and industrial 
activity in the city.   
23 See Section 3.5.11.3 for a discussion on municipal waste disposal practices in the 19th century.   
24 Maclehose 1839: 69-70. 
25 Historical research for this project while extensive has not been exhaustive and further research may clarify this.   
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Though some more artefacts were noted in the reclamation fills used by Barker in the 1830s there 
was still no evidence for co-ordinated domestic or trade refuse disposal as part of the reclamation 
process.  The few artefacts from Barker’s reclamation fills were consistent with domestic waste and 
also waste from timber working, perhaps from the construction of the associated timber wharf that 
formed the western edge of the reclaimed land.  These may be representative of incidental disposal 
and inclusion within the fills.  They may have been included within the fills at the source of the fill or 
at the reclamation site.   
 
To the south of Barker’s land, the reclamation of Brooks’ property was undertaken in three phases 
between the 1830s and early 1850s.  The archaeological evidence indicates that similar methods 
and materials were used to reclaim the intertidal sand flat.  Instances of artefact inclusions were 
notably increased in the second phase of reclamation associated with the construction of Flood’s 
Wharf in the 1840s.  The ceramics, glass, leather and animal bone included within the reclamation 
fills were associated with domestic, trade and industrial waste.  The increase in artefacts in the fills 
dating from the 1840s is linked with the increasing urbanisation of Sydney and the surrounding 
area.  Though there was a notable increase in the number and variety of artefacts it is not evidence 
for more organised disposal of municipal waste at the reclamation site.  The waste may have been 
dumped during the reclamation process or included at the source.  The animal bone did display 
signs of secondary deposition.   
 
At the Darling Quarter site, the western limit of reclamation was largely established by the early 
1850s.  Several small-scale wharf redevelopments were undertaken between the early 1850s and 
the 1870s by the individual businesses occupying the wharf such as the PN Russell foundry (Figure 
3.6.13; Vol 4: Plan 9.11).  The reclaimed landform underwent continuous levelling and consolidation 
from the off-set, and especially in the latter half of the 19th century.  The ground level established 
by the initial phases of reclamation and levelling by the early 1850s was on the landward side at 
around RL 1.4m to 1.5m (about 1m above high tide level).  Toward the harbour front the level 
dropped to between RL 0.9m and 1.2m (between 400mm and 700mm above high tide).  Levelling 
throughout the next 30 or so years resulted in the ground being raised by a further 500mm or so 
with a resulting ground level between RL 1.6m and 1.8m.  By the end of the century, the slope in 
the reclaimed land toward the harbour was corrected with more and deeper deposits of levelling 
fills.   
 
The method and materials used for this levelling and consolidation work were quite distinct and 
different to the bulk reclamation fills employed to raise the ground above the high tide level.  Fills 
consisting of industrial waste, mixed clays and sandstone fragments, sands and shales were 
successively deposited and spread thinly across the ground before being compacted.  This method 
is similar to road building where layers of differing sized materials are laid and compacted to form a 
surface with enough structural integrity to withstand a degree of wear-and-tear and erosion.  On 
one hand levelling was undertaken to create durable yard surfaces for the various businesses 
occupying the wharf.  It was also part of the reclamation process.  Throughout the latter half of the 
19th-century, advances in shipping and steam-powered engine technology enabled larger vessels 
with greater draughts to be built.  This resulted in the need to redevelop the wharf frontage, and 
the associated rise in ground level of the adjoining yard areas meant the land remained viable and 
useful.   
 
5.3.5 How was the new landform used?  
Reclamation was a necessary component in the construction of wharf facilities at Darling Harbour.  
The process of reclamation and the fill used allowed for the timber wharf structures to be anchored 
to the land and to provide structural stability.  Reclamation also resulted in large areas of flat land 
at the base of the steep and sloping land that leads to eastern shore of Darling Harbour.  These 
relatively large and flat properties with wharf frontage became an integral part of the port facilities 
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and as such were vital in the development of a local economy based on industry, manufacturing and 
trade in the 19th century.  The reclaimed landforms along the eastern side of Darling Harbour 
became the location for engineering works and iron foundries, flour mills, sawmills and timber 
yards, gas works, shipyards, coal yards, builder supply yards, goods depots and warehouses storing 
goods and produce imported from and awaiting export to the hinterland, colonies and 
internationally.    
 
By the end of the 1830s at the Darling Quarter site, Thomas Barker had created a large amount of 
new land by reclaiming the foreshore fronting his large property holding (Figure 5.2).  His 
investment in reclamation was as a land speculation venture rather than creating land solely for his 
own use.  Darling Harbour’s waterfront land was fast becoming the main hub of private industrial 
and commercial enterprise.  Barker also intended to create land for residential development close 
to the new work places establishing along the harbour front.  Most of Barker’s land holding, 
including the large area of reclaimed land, was sold-off between the 1830s and the 1850s.  Within 
the Darling Quarter site, the land eventually came to be both industrial and residential.  However, 
the industrialisation and residential development was initially slow.  By the time the bulk of land 
was offered for sale in the early 1840s economic conditions had changed significantly.  The sale of 
residential development allotments particularly stagnated due to the 1840s economic depression. 
 
The sale and use of the waterfront properties for industrial development was also affected by the 
economy.  The waterfront properties sold were initially not intensively developed as industrial sites.  
While some construction and development did take place, these properties, along with unsold 
residential subdivisions, were generally used as yard spaces or depots for storage of goods 
transported to and from the wharf, and for light industries such as sawmilling (Figure 5.3).  It was 
not until the later 1850s and 1860s that the properties, other than Barker’s mill, were developed for 
heavy industrial or more intensive use, for example with the establishment of PN Russell & Co. 
Engineering works in 1859 (Figure 5.4).   
 
 

 
Figure 5.2: Illustration showing land owned by Thomas Barker in the early 1830s (blue) and land he 

reclaimed between 1830s to 1840 (red).  The base plan is dated to 1833.  City of Sydney Archives.  
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Figure 5.3: Illustration identifying the land use and ownership of Barker’s land and reclaimed land (purple 

text) and also Brooks’ reclaimed land to the south (orange text) in 1855.  The dashed yellow line 
indicates the original shoreline and to the west is reclaimed land.  The term ‘YARD’ includes wharf, 
storage, coal, lime and timber yards, builder’s depots and other general goods import/export 
storage usage.  Most of the land in the 1850s was either residential or yards.  1855 plan as 
background.  Cryerhall. 

 

 
Figure 5.4: Illustration of the changes in land use by 1880 with more industrial premises such as foundries 

and factories than yards.  The yards are also more congested with buildings.  By this time there 
was also more density in the residential developments.  1880 plan background.  Cryerhall.    
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5.3.6 What was the relationship between the reclaimed land and the wharfage?   
There was limited opportunity at the Darling Quarter site to investigate the reclamation of deeper 
harbour areas or the relationship between the reclaimed landform and timber wharf fronting it.  
Archaeological investigations associated with the Barangaroo South development site, located 
toward the northern end of Darling Harbour, provided an opportunity to record how contemporary 
reclamation of deeper water was undertaken.26  As there were no intertidal sand flat or rocky areas, 
the initial reclamation fills consisted of sandstone rubble or ballast.  This material was deposited to 
create a solid and stable platform between the harbour floor and the high tide level.  For most of 
the Darling Quarter site, this stable platform was already in place in the form of the intertidal sand 
flat.  Once the reclamation had reached the high tide level, layers of crushed sandstone, sandstone 
rubble, sand, clay and industrial waste were deposited and compacted.  If placed below the tide 
level such materials would erode and the reclaimed land become highly susceptible to subsidence.   
 
Though not demonstrated archaeologically, Barker’s and Brooks’ reclamation was probably retained 
at the western edge by either a stone seawall or timber revetment.  Such structures had a dual 
function.  Firstly they formed a solid barrier between the reclaimed land and the harbour, and 
thereby prevented tidal erosion of the landform.  Secondly they acted as footings or formed part of 
the rear or land-side structure of the timber wharf frontage.  Rubble sandstone and formal seawalls 
retained the edge of the reclamation at the Barangaroo South site, and later in the 19th century, 
timber-sheet piling was also used to build the outer revetment for the reclaimed land.  Revetments 
or other retention structures can also be used within the reclaimed land area to provide protection 
from the water during the reclamation process and also strength and stability to the new land.   
 
Archaeological remains of timber ‘reclamation boxes’ dating to the 12th century have been 
recorded in Dublin.27  Examples of timber and stone revetments or bulkheads have also been 
recorded at medieval and post-medieval archaeological sites elsewhere around Europe and at 
historic sites in America.28  Two roughly built stone revetment walls within reclamation dating to 
the 1840s were recorded at the Barangaroo South archaeological site.29  However, at the Darling 
Quarter site there were no such structures within the reclamation.  In this part of the harbour, the 
natural environment, both in terms of the foreshore topography and hydrology, allowed for 
reclamation to be undertaken successfully without the use of bulkheads or other internal 
revetments.  In the early 20th-century timber revetments were constructed perpendicular to the 
shore to aid large-scale reclamation of deeper water at and near the head of the harbour (Figure 
3.6.111).   
 
 
 
 

                                                           
26 The archaeological excavation of Barangaroo South was undertaken by Casey & Lowe in 2011-2012 and the final report 
of this investigation is progress.   
27 Cryerhall 2006: 22-23. 
28 MacDonald 2011: 42-67. 
29 Casey & Lowe 2012: 26-27. 
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