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4.0 Overview of Artefacts 
 
4.1 Overview of Artefacts 
The following brief overview presents information on the artefacts found within the study area.  The 
main discussions of artefacts are found in Section 8, with the specialist artefact reports.  Dating, type 
and range of artefacts from the main pits is discussed in Section 3.   
 
4.2.1 Cataloguing of Artefacts 
All artefacts were catalogued by a specialist team within the cataloguing system developed by Mary 
Casey in consultation with these specialists.  The basis of this system has been published elsewhere 
and will not be repeated here.172  The main elements of the cataloguing system are the use of 
minimum vessel or item counts and attribution of functional categories to the artefacts during 
cataloguing.  This assists in the understating of how the artefacts related to the life of the people 
residing within the study area used and disposed of the artefacts and assists with future comparative 
analysis between other archaeological sites excavated by Casey & Lowe, notably those in Parramatta.  
 
 
4.2 Brief Overview 
More than two-thirds of the artefacts found at the site came from Area B (Table 4-1).  A total of 3731 
sherds or fragments of artefacts were recovered, making a minimum total of 1821 items (Table 4-1).  
Most contexts had fewer than 30 artefacts with only 12 contexts having 49 or more artefacts.  Fifty-
seven percent of artefacts were ceramic, with glass (18.6%), metal (11.3%) and miscellaneous (8%) 
being the next largest categories (Table 4-2).  Aside from these artefacts there were remains of 
animal bone and shell.  There were 749 fragments of animal bone with five contexts having more 
than 50 fragments (Table 4-4).  Fifty-one percent of the bone was from sheep with 33 percent from 
cattle.  There was some evidence of fish or poultry and a few bones from a cat and a dog, suggesting 
the presence of pets on the site though not their burials.  Shells were found in 32 contexts but 
generally only between one and eight fragments were found, except for fill 5071 which was a pit 
containing 220 oyster shells, many with their lids on (Table 4-5).  Most of the 217 shell fragments 
from the site were rock oyster which presumably were available from nearby in the Parramatta River.  
For further discussion of the artefacts from this site see the three detailed Specialist Reports, Sections 
8.1, 8.2 and 8.3. 
 
 

Area MIC % Frags % 
A 608 33 994 27 
B 1213 67  2737 73 
 1821 100 3731 100 

Table 4-1: Number of artefacts found at the site.   
 

 
Category MIC  % MIC % 

Architectural/ Building Materials 93 5.1  169 4.5  
Ceramic 1037 56.9  2369 63.5  

Glass 338 18.6  744 19.9  
Metal 205 11.3  276 7.4  

Miscellaneous 148 8.1  165 4.4  
Organic - -  8 0.2  

 1821 100 3731 99.9 
Table 4-2: Categories of artefacts found at the site.   
 

                                                      
172 Mary Casey 2004 ‘Falling between the cracks: method and practice at the CSR Site, Pyrmont’, Australasian 
Historical Archaeology 21:27-43.  
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Area Context Type of Context MIC % No. Frags % 

A 4801 Machine excavation and clean up. 72 4.0  76 2.0  
A 4802 Fill - demolition fill 22 1.2  26 0.7  
A 4803 Fill of 4824, 4825 28 1.5  59 1.6  
A 4804 Fill - pit 52 2.9  150 4.0  
A 4805 Fill - demolition fill of chimney/flue 90 4.9  184 4.9  
A 4806 Fill of modern pit 57 3.1  114 3.1  
A 4822 Fill of 4821 26 1.4  35 0.9  

A 4823 
Deposit, upcast and spread material from modern 
foundation trenches 21 1.2  21 0.6  

A 4826 Fill - trench 5046 2 0.1  8 0.2  
A 4835 Fill of well 25 1.4  33 0.9  
A 4837 Demolition Fill above 4838, Chimney /Flue 51 2.8  79 2.1  
A 4839 Fill - posthole 4840 2 0.1  2 0.1  
A 4841 Fill – post pipe 5 0.3  10 0.3  
A 4848 Fill - posthole 4849 1 0.1  1 0.0  
A 4852 Fill - posthole 4853 6 0.3  9 0.2  
A 4865 Fill - wall trench 6 0.3  6 0.2  
A 4894 Fill of pit 4893 10 0.5  9 0.2  
A 4910 Fill of post hole 4909 6 0.3  6 0.2  
A 4912 Fill - wall trench 13 0.7  36 1.0  
A 4913 Structure: fireplace of eastern building 1 0.1  1 0.0  
A 4914 Structure - brick 3 0.2  22 0.6  
A 4921 Post pipe? 1 0.1  1 0.0  
A 4927 Fill of pit 4926 4 0.2  4 0.1  
A 4933 Fill of post pipe 4932 2 0.1  3 0.1  
A 4939 Fill of post hole 4938 5 0.3  3 0.1  
A 4990 Fill – post pipe 4991 6 0.3  8 0.2  
A 4999 Fill of pit 4998 3 0.2  3 0.1  
A 5014 burnt deposit in chimney/flue 19 1.0  26 0.7  
A 5021 Deposit 8 0.4  8 0.2  
A 5027 Fill of cut 5026 1 0.1  7 0.2  
A 5033 Fill, series of depressions adjacent to 4914.  8 0.4  7 0.2  
A 5037 Structure - Brick wall 2 0.1  0 0.0  
A 5043 Structure - cellar footings 2 0.1  16 0.4  
A 5045 Fill within 4912, wall trench 6 0.3  19 0.5  
A 5049 Fill - wall trench 7 0.4  7 0.2  
A 5065 Deposit in cellar 13 0.7  9 0.2  
A 5071 Fill of pit 5072 13 0.7  11 0.3  
A 5080 Fill - of well 1 0.1  1 0.0  

AB 5067 machine cleaning 39 2.1  9 0.2  
B 4815 Fill of pit 4816 49 2.7  90 2.4  
B 4818 Fill of pit 4820 24 1.3  28 0.8  
B 4819 Fill of pit 4820 2 0.1  2 0.1  
B 4827 Fill of 4828 35 1.9  49 1.3  
B 4831 Fill of 4832 5 0.3  5 0.1  

B 4843 
Fill of western pit 4845, cut into timber-lined pit 
4846/4847 130 7.1  243 6.5  

B 4844 Fill of timber-lined pit 4846/4847 184 10.1  719 19.3  
B 4941 Fill of post hole 4940 2 0.1  0 0.0  
B 4954 Fill of cut 4955 8 0.4  14 0.4  
B 5000 Fill of cut 5001, western pit 154 8.5  423 11.3  
B 5015 Deposit 9 0.5  17 0.5  
B 5017 Fill of western pit 5018 90 4.9  183 4.9  
B 5032 Demolition of the dairy? 22 1.2  29 0.8  
B 5036 Fill - demolition fill 23 1.3  31 0.8  
B 5038 Structure - drain 2 0.1  0 0.0  
B 5039 Demolition in dairy drain 68 3.7  100 2.7  
B 5040 Fill of pit 5041 5 0.3  5 0.1  
B 5047 Fill of cut 5048 3 0.2  4 0.1  
B 5052 Structure - wall 3 0.2  1 0.0  
B 5053 Fill - of pit 5054 1 0.1  1 0.0  
B 5055 Fill of modern pit 6 0.3  1 0.0  
B 5059 Fill of 5061 37 2.0  54 1.4  
B 5062 fill of central pit 19 1.0  20 0.5  
B 5068 Cut 7 0.4  8 0.2  
B 5070 Fill - cleaning 36 2.0  77 2.1  
B 5074 Fill of pit 5073, cuts pit 5076, fill 5077 249 13.7  589 15.8  
B 5077 Fill of trench 5076 9 0.5  9 0.2  
   1821 99.9 3731 99.8 

Table 4-3: Numbers of artefacts found in all contexts and the specific context to which they belonged.  For 
bone and shell counts see below.  
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Context 

Total 
Fragments 

of Bone % 

 

Common Name 
Total 

Fragments % 
4801 5 0.7   Cat 3 0.4  
4803 21 2.8   Cattle 248 33.1  
4804 14 1.9   Chicken 16 2.1  
4805 119 15.9   Cow/Pig 4 0.5  
4806 5 0.7   Dog 5 0.7  
4815 96 12.8   Duck 2 0.3  
4818 25 3.3   Pig 11 1.5  
4819 1 0.1   Sheep 381 50.9  
4822 6 0.8   Sheep/Pig NFI 2 0.3  
4823 3 0.4   Snapper 1 0.1  
4826 4 0.5   Unidentifiable Fish 10 1.3  
4835 15 2.0   Unidentifiable Mammal 66 8.8  
4837 12 1.6    749 100 
4843 7 0.9   
4844 73 9.7   
4852 3 0.4   
4854 33 4.4   
4865 3 0.4   
4894 5 0.7   
4920 4 0.5   
4990 4 0.5   
5000 51 6.8   
5014 9 1.2   
5015 9 1.2   
5017 17 2.3   
5032 10 1.3   
5033 2 0.3   
5036 12 1.6   
5039 105 14.0   
5040 2 0.3   
5045 2 0.3   
5047 1 0.1   
5049 5 0.7   
5059 5 0.7   
5062 2 0.3   
5067 1 0.1   
5068 4 0.5   
5070 9 1.2   
5071 1 0.1   
5074 44 5.9   

 749 99.9  
Table 4-4: Range and number of animal bone recovered from the site and individual context.   
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Context 
Frags of 

Shell 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Shell 

Locality 
Total 
Frags 

4801 1  Club Mud Whelk Pyrazus ebeninus Estuarine 3 
4804 8  Harp shell Harpa major  1 
4805 5  Rock Oyster Saccostrea cucullata Varied 299 
4806 1  Sydney Cockle growing on Mud Whelk  Estuarine 5 
4815 4  Spider conch Lambis lambis  1 
4818 1  Sydney Cockle, Mud Ark Anadara trapezia Estuarine 6 
4822 2  Tiger cowry Cypraea tigris  2 
4823 2     317 
4826 4  
4835 8  
4837 4  
4839 1  
4844 1  
4854 1  
4865 1  
4894 3  
4910 3  
4927 4  
4939 2  
4999 3  
5000 4  
5017 2  
5021 1  
5032 1  
5033 6  
5039 2  
5045 1  
5047 2  
5059 2  
5062 1  
5071 220  
5074 16  

 317  
   
Table 4-5: Range and number of shells recovered from the site and the contexts in which they were found. 
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5.0 Response to Research Questions 
 
5.1 Research Questions 
The following research questions were written as part of the research design for the excavation 
permit application; see Section 1.5 for a complete list.173  These questions were intended to provide a 
range of overview questions for the site based on the predicted archaeological potential for the site.  
Once the excavation was completed only some of the questions were still relevant as not all the 
predicted remains were found or some deposits may offer more opportunity for analysis and 
interpretation than others.  The response to the research design is based on the results of the 
archaeological program and addresses the most important results rather than all of the archaeological 
remains that were recorded.  Only questions considered relevant to the results of the archaeological 
program and to which new insight can be provided are addressed below.  Also since these research 
questions were written in 2003 the results of other archaeological programs may have resulted in the 
amending of the questions that were originally posed.  In addition the nature of budgets and what is 
considered a suitable or acceptable time (based on results of the archaeological program and the 
significance of the finding) to be spent on writing a report also limits the extent of the overall 
response to the research questions. 
 
Theme 1: Convict and Free Life in Colonial Parramatta174 
• What differences were there between the lives of free or forced or institutionalised settlers? 
• How did the deprivations of a frontier life alter the way in which free people lived in early 

colonial Parramatta?   
• Nature of early agricultural practices, evidence for dairying etc.  Address this issue through both 

the analysis of archaeological features as well as through analysis of early pottery and pollen 
samples.   

• Pottery was manufactured in Sydney and probably not in Parramatta.  It is typically found on 
early Parramatta sites, both glazed and unglazed.  Our understanding of this pottery is fairly 
limited to date.  Recent work by Mary Casey on the analysis of early pottery in Sydney (DMR 
site and Palmer’s bakehouse at the Conservatorium of Music) and the Parramatta Children’s 
Court  site has considerably added to our understanding of the type of forms manufactured and 
used at specialist sites.  We are only beginning to know more about pottery at Parramatta, its 
manufacture and the forms and their uses.  The work at the Parramatta Children’s Court Site, 
Parramatta has considerably added to our understanding of the corpus of early pottery. 175  

Theme 2: Landscape of Colonial Parramatta 
• Evidence for the pre-European landscape – see Section 3.2.  
• Analysis of the early Parramatta Landscape – see Section 3.4. 
 
 
Theme 3: Life in the Hassall Household  
• The nature of life in this household where the Hassall family lived for about 30 years.   
• Evidence for the nature of childhood and the way in which gender identities were constructed.  
• Examination of how religious life affected the way of life in the Hassall family.  How was it 

different to convict lives or other settlers in early Parramatta?  
Aspects of the above three questions are addressed throughout Section 5.  

 

                                                      
173 Casey & Lowe 2003c.  
174 I have drawn on some of the more relevant questions in PHALMS 2000 Figure 6.4, p. 167-175.  Please note 
there are a number of important research areas which this research framework has not engaged with, such as 
constructions of gender identities, frontier theory, resistance to authority, the nature of early pottery and its 
relation to domestic site activities and early pottery manufacture.    
175 Casey 1999; Casey & Lowe 2002, 2006.  
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5.2 Brief Theoretical Background 
The research questions and the response to them are written within the context of recent 
archaeological ideas and theory.  The main ideas and theory that inform the questions and this report 
are those of cultural landscape, material culture and consumerism.  By examining the results of the 
archaeological investigation within these theoretical concepts we begin to arrive at an understanding 
of the meaning of the archaeology at this site.176  Cultural landscapes are places and spaces embedded 
with cultural meaning.  By analysing the landscapes of colonial Parramatta we can gain insight into 
the contemporary social and cultural practices and how they informed the way in which the newly 
arrived residents of Parramatta engaged in the daily struggle of life in the new penal colony.  The 
analysis of the early cultural landscape of Parramatta is covered in Section 3.4.   
 
Material Culture refers to any and all elements of the physical remains of the archaeological 
excavation, the structural remains as well as the artefacts.  Material Culture analysis takes as a given 
that the material world is a physical representation of the how the world works, the social and 
cultural elements of the world and how people interact in the world is embodied in the material 
products and practices of that world.  The artefacts therefore become embedded with the meaning 
given to them by the cultural and social world which they form part of.  The interweaving of theories 
of consumerism onto those of material culture allow for a further analysis and interpretation of other 
concepts that assist in conveying the meanings buried within the artefacts.     
 
Consumption practices are important as they help us understand why we buy what we buy, and why 
we do not buy other things.  Choices made by individuals or families or neighbourhoods or particular 
social groups about the items they purchase are not isolated or separated from society and culture but 
informed and structured by them.  ‘The consumer goods on which the consumer lavishes time, 
attention and income are charged with cultural meaning’.177  People or consumers ‘use the meaning 
of consumer goods to express cultural categories and principles, cultivate ideals, create and sustain 
life styles, construct notions of the self, and create (and survive) social change’.  McCracken defines 
consumption as the process by which consumer goods and services are created, bought and used’.178  
 
Paul Glennie on the meaning and significance of consumption concluded:  

Goods usually had multiple meanings, frequently combining utilitarian, ornamental and private 
associations, and these meanings connected to notions of identity and social ideology.  Divisions 
between public display and private use were far from clear-cut…Meanings and uses were 
ascribed to objects as they were incorporated into practices, which might be ritualised or 
spontaneous, and whose character changed over time…Women, in particular, used consumer 
goods both to establish their families’ abstract attributes (status, lineage), much as men used land, 
and to recognise and negotiate personal qualities of taste, sociability and worth.179 

Glennie proposes that an important aspect of the meaning of goods is that they can mean different 
things in different places and can have a range of parallel meanings at the same time.  
 
An important element of material culture is that it is not passive but rather it is active in that it 
influences how people think and behave as well as being embedded with cultural and social meaning.   
 
A more detailed theoretical context was lodged with Casey & Lowe 2003c and published in Casey 
2005.   
 
 
 

                                                      
176 Casey 2002, 2005. 
177 McCracken 1990:xi. 
178 McCracken 1990:xi. 
179 Glennie 1995:179. 
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Archaeological Analysis and Interpretation of Cultural Landscapes180   
Landscape archaeology now concentrates on the range of meanings ascribed to landscape.  It 
includes analysis of how people interacted in the landscape, how groups perceived landscapes 
differently, the role of ideology and how it is embedded in the landscape, how landscape was 
manipulated for the construction of identity and a growing understanding about the use of symbolism 
in the landscape.  The integration of social theory to understand landscapes has been used by scholars 
from many disciplinary backgrounds to engage with ‘concepts of memory, continuity, discontinuity, 
and transformation’.181 
 
Cultural landscapes are ‘relative and changing’ and ‘at any given moment, landscapes—even as 
experienced by a single person—are multiple and contradictory;…they may work on different scales; 
and…are reconstituted and reappropriated over and over again’.182  Cultural landscapes are a 
manifestation of the social, cultural, economic and political worlds in which they are created.  The 
approach of Raymond Williams allows for the investigation of how people engage with the 
landscape, a sense of multivocality, differential empowerment with associated tensions and the 
creation of people’s identity.183 
 
The interpretative perspective developed by Barbara Bender from Williams and others ‘permits 
questions about heritage and identity, allows people to place themselves, explores the social, cultural, 
economic and political relations within which people’s experiences of the world are embedded, and 
posits many ways of engaging, imagining, and contesting’.184   
 
Another important framework for interpreting landscape is that of Barrett’s which explores the issue 
of the outsider and how they view landscape.  The disengaged observer’s way of seeing ‘and thinking 
manifests a power over nature and the labour of others; it is the power of those who stand back from 
the local and mundane engagements of human dwelling that are now to be objectively described, 
assessed and administered.  The administrative gaze’.185  Within this concept, the production of two-
dimensional representations allows for the mapping and cataloguing of people and places—a 
cartographic objectivity.  This new gaze—way of seeing—removes people and places from the 
context of ‘lives as lived’ which was no longer important.  It is from the position of disengaged 
viewer that land could be appropriated from those who wished to continue to use it in the traditional 
way of living.  These voices of dissent had to be silenced and the objective view was to claim 
legitimacy to speak on their behalf and govern in their name.186  Therefore the objective view of the 
administrator and law-maker disallowed the subjective and personal view of the individual.  In this 
way governors such as Phillip, Bligh and Macquarie could change practices within the landscape 
because, as governors and as the top rung on the hierarchy, they could speak on the behalf of others 
and order the removal of houses, mills and other structures or practices that were individual and 
inappropriate in the landscape.  In their perception of this landscape they were implementing orders 
for the greater public and social good.  They, as colonial governors, could make changes for the 
greater good—that of empire—irrespective of what the ‘other’, convict, settler, soldier, emancipist, 
Aboriginal society, saw as appropriate or right for them.    
 
Another issue of relevance to the analysis of the cultural landscape of Parramatta and the current 
interpretation of this place are the issue of privileging the moment of creation of a site or landscape, 
as being the point of most significance, rather than the influence of the site or landscape through its 
continued presence, the ‘chronology of appreciation’.187  In archaeological practice this situation 
arose through stratigraphic dating which focuses on the physical evidence and the frequent inability 
                                                      
180 Based on Casey 2002: ch 2.  
181 Ashmore & Knapp 1999b:3; see also Bender 1998; Darvill 1999; Fairclough 1999; Leone 1984, 1994; 
Rubertone 1989; Thomas 1993, 1996; Tilley 1994.    
182 Bender 1998:34. 
183 Bender 1992, 1998; Williams 1973, 1994. 
184 Bender 1998:6.  
185 Barrett 1999:23.  
186 Barrett 1999:23 
187 Barrett 1999:22.  
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to provide a terminus ante quem (point after which something is made) for the use of a place or 
structure.  The use of functional ascription, the way in which the building was used, assists in the 
privileging of the reasons for construction.  What is deemed to be significant to the archaeologists, 
the events or changes that leave residues, may not relate to the significant aspects of the occupants’ 
or users’ long-term relationship with the building or place.188  It is important to investigate a place 
through multivocality and evidence for later use and attitudes towards the landscape.  Perceptions 
and uses other than those envisioned and ordained by the ‘creators’ of the landscape can be 
recovered.  This perspective had lead to the privileging of Phillip’s landscape.  In this section of the 
report this privileging is contested by suggesting that both Phillip’s design of the Parramatta 
township and the use of the ‘hutts’ by convicts was insubstantial and quickly passed.  That it was the 
free town which developed during Governor King’s (1800-1806) administration and furthered by 
Governor Macquarie (1810-1821) through expansion of the town plan and major infrastructure works 
such as the convict hospital, military and convict barracks, female factory and female orphan school 
and the rebuilding of St Johns.  This is the Parramatta which produced the city of today not the 
insubstantial penal town of Governor Phillip.   
 
Landscape Art as Historical Evidence189 
The early illustrations of Sydney Cove and Parramatta were often made by naval draughtsmen and 
generally fall within the tradition of topographic landscape drawing.  Topographic drawing was used 
by military and naval establishments and was viewed as being one of the lesser arts.  In the mid-
eighteenth century topographic drawing and survey mapping became part of military technology and 
were intended to provide practical information.190  Topographic drawing was part of the tools of a 
sailor and navigator and ‘accurate drawing was often a prerequisite for a successful sea-borne 
assault’.191  Topographic landscape art was not a pure documentary form of drawing but operated 
within the constraints of compositional structure and was subject to the inflections of fashion.192 
 
There has been some debate over the reliability of using landscape art, either topographic drawing or 
picturesque landscapes, as portraying accurate depictions of places, people, buildings, vegetation and 
landscapes.  This debate ranges from accusing archaeologists, architects and historians of a ‘touching 
belief in the verisimilitude of the image’–a naivety in seeing these drawings, sketches and paintings 
as historical documents to seeing some of these art works as real depictions of places and 
vegetation.193  Bull suggests topographic landscape were not ‘a pure documentary form of drawing’ 
because of constraints arising from requirements of compositional structure and the influence of 
artistic fashions.194  It is important in this debate to understand that the pre-1820 artworks fall into 
two main categories: topographic landscape and picturesque paintings.   
 
This dichotomy appears to be ever-present in the discussions about the pre-Lycett artworks although 
it is not always explicit in the various writers’ understanding of their analysis.  Prior to Lycett’s long-
term residence in the colony there were very few professional artists who produced oil paintings in 
the Picturesque style.  Bonyhady (1985) only really discusses Lycett and Westall of the pre-1820 
artists, as they had known artistic pedigrees and because he was discussing ‘colonial landscape 
painting’ not topographic drawing.195  In addition, the three main thematic categories into which 
Bonyhady places the post-1801 landscape paintings––Aboriginal arcadia, pastoral arcadia and 
wilderness intact––does not include most of the topographic landscapes published in McCormick 
(1987).  This may be because, until the publication of the 200 or so plates in McCormick (1987) 
illustrating the theme of ‘progress of settlement’, there was no understanding of the extensive nature 
of this category.  Bonyhady’s (1985) ‘pastoral arcadia’ is really a sub-set of the ‘progress of 

                                                      
188 Barrett 1999.  
189 Extract from Casey 2002:ch 5.  
190 Bull 1987:25; Smith 1960:9, 47, 118; 1992:54; Dixon 1986:47. 
191 Smith 1992:52. 
192 This section on the use of art and topographic landscape is taken from Casey 2002: Ch 5.  
193 Kerr, Joan 1988:15; McLoughlin 1999. 
194 Bull 1987:25. 
195 Bonyhady 1985:xii. 
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settlement’ theme.  But it is as likely that many of these drawings, pen and ink washes and 
watercolours were not viewed as being artistic, generally because they were topographic drawings 
and therefore did not contain compositional and conceptual perspectives required in the production of 
a work of art.   
 
Bernard Smith contends that topographic drawings were intended to be an accurate rendition as 
possible.  He develops his thesis by examining the art associated with the three voyages of Captain 
James Cook.196  In pursuing this argument he outlines two views of art present in the late eighteenth 
century.  The first view is of classical naturalism, which ‘centred itself upon the human figure as the 
finest creation of nature’.197  In the second view the development of scientific interests and 
Linnaeus’s methods of ordering plants led to the growth of empirical naturalism with a focus, 
initially, on plants and animals rather than the human figure.  The visual arts were used to assist in 
the development of a ‘systemic account of nature and of man by means of a connected group of 
descriptive sciences’.198   Smith proposes that ‘the history of the visual arts in Europe between 1750 
and 1890…can best be understood as the steady, relentless and continuing triumph of empirical 
naturalism over classical naturalism’ and Cook’s voyages, their publications and the production of 
around 3000 images, and the resulting discussions were central to this development.199  Prior to this 
voyage there had been little attempt to reproduce information from strange lands for delivery to a 
wider audience, partly because most explorations were for financial advantage or trade rather than 
with specific intentions of ‘discovery’ or scientific research.   
 
To examine the value of art or drawing as information Smith identifies three types of drawing 
exclusive of issues of style and influences of philosophy on painting as discussed above.  These types 
of drawing are: inventive, illustrative and documentary.  Inventive involves drawing from the mind 
of the person rendering the image.  In the case of illustrative drawing it ‘represents things already 
expressed in words’, such as poems, myths, and bible stories.200  This type of drawing was frequently 
utilised in neo-classical and high art paintings, especially by history painters–those who painted 
scenes depicting historical events.  Documentary drawing, the third type, represents things perceived 
in the world by the drawer.  Each of these distinctions in drawing types may not always be clear.  
Smith suggests that it is better to consider ‘inventing, illustrating and documenting as actual or 
potential components of all acts of graphic representation’.201  An invented drawing is mainly 
inventive, it emphasises inventiveness and minimises the other two components, while a 
documentary artist will seek to subdue the inventive and illustrative attributes of their perception and 
concentrate on drawing what they think they see.202    
 
Important points arising from Smith’s analysis are that by the late eighteenth century and the early 
nineteenth century there was an awareness of the need to be accurate in the production and 
publication of drawings and engravings of the places that people visited, especially for those items 
drawn within a context of scientific recording.  Another issue is that the closer one is to the original 
drawing the more accurate the information contained in it is likely to be.  Reproduction, especially 
engraving, is likely to reduce the degree of accuracy contained within a published lithograph.  The 
degree of painterly convention present in a painting does not necessarily deny the accuracy of the 
details of the painting but these works must be used with caution.   
 
The overall implication is that artworks produced during the period under discussion in this report can be 
used as a basis for historical reconstruction of the period though they must be used, subject to some 
cautions.  The basic premise is that the closer the rendition is to the original illustration the more accurate 
it is likely to be, while the further the image is from the original drawing the less reliable are the details.   
 
                                                      
196 Smith 1992. 
197 Smith 1992:51. 
198 Smith 1992:51. 
199 Smith 1992:51. 
200 Smith 1992:53. 
201 Smith 1992:54. 
202 Smith 1992:54. 
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5.3 Response to Research Questions 
 
Convict and Free Life in Colonial Parramatta203 

Question 1: What differences were there between the lives of free or forced or institutionalised 
settlers? 

Question 2: How did the deprivations of a frontier life alter the way in which free people lived 
in early colonial Parramatta?   

The archaeological remains recovered and recorded from this site did not provide information about 
convict lives.  These remains were associated with the occupation by c1804 of the Hassall family.  
Rowland Hassall was an artisan missionary fleeing from Tahiti with his wife and children to Sydney.  
He held a number of government positions and also operated a private store from his property.  His 
house and store were situated at the eastern end of Parramatta, close to the wharf where supplies 
came up from Sydney and therefore was an essential transport hub.   
 
If we use the Hassall family period of occupation as a case study of a site only occupied by ‘free 
people’ it can help us to start defining the nature of this type of site and if the evidence which comes 
from these sites can meaningfully contribute to this debate.  To address this question the following 
issues will be briefly examined:  

 type of housing prior to 1830 
 type of employment  
 access to goods in the market 

 

Figure 5-1: Hassall House, also known as Aldine (left) and Parramatta Government House (c1805).   
 
 
As discussed in Section 3.9 the Hassall’s two-storey house with attics, four bays wide with jerkin-
head roof, was built prior to 1820, and possibl built by government c1814.  This is a substantial 
house for this early period of colonial New South Wales although not in the same class as the homes 
of the colony’s elite, such as Elizabeth Farm, Ultimo House, Rouse Hill House (Fig. 5-10) and 
Palmer’s Farm.  Other than Parramatta Government House (Fig 5-1) and the Rectory (1816-1817), 
where Samuel Marsden lived, it would have been one of the more substantial homes in Parramatta 
prior to 1820.  While the Hassall House was not a ‘copy’ of government house it was clearly 
influenced by its simple Georgian style (Fig. 5-1).  The house on the right in Figure 5-1 is Governor 
Hunter’s government house (1799-1800?) with the gardens created and designed, probably by Mrs 
King, during Governor King’s administration (1800-1806).  Rosen reported that Evans’ c1804 
                                                      
203 I have drawn on some of the more relevant questions in PHALMS 2000 Figure 6.4, p. 167-175.  Please note 
there are a number of important research areas which the PHALMS research framework has not engaged with, 
such as constructions of gender identities, frontier theory, resistance to authority, the nature of early pottery and 
its relation to domestic site activities and early pottery manufacture.   
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painting of government house was one of four paintings commissioned by Anna Josepha King.204  
Further research needs to be undertaken on other contemporary buildings in Parramatta to further 
understand the context for the construction of the Hassall House.  A few of these are presented below 
as initial comparison.   
 

Figure 5-2: Attributed to Evans, c. 1809, A view of Parramatta, Port Jackson.  McCormick 1987, pl. 140. 
 

Figure 5-3: Most of the buildings in Parramatta in c1812 were single storey vernacular structures.  The only 
obvious two-storey buildings are Government House and the Gaol (not in detail).  S W View of 
Parramatta in New S. Wales, McCormick 1987, pl. 138, private collection, unsigned.  

 

Figure 5-4: Range of buildings in Parramatta in 1819.  The two and three-storey buildings are all government 
infrastructure erected under orders from Governor Macquarie.  West View of Parramatta, 1819, 
Joseph Lycett, ML 53, ML, SLNSW. 

                                                      
204 Rosen 2003:49, 53 
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Figure 5-5: Eastern end of 
George Street, east of Harris 
Street and approximately 100m 
east of Hassall House. Earle c. 
1825, ML, SLNSW. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It is acknowledged that panoramas can be problematic for interpreting the details of buildings but 
they give a ‘good’ impression of the type of buildings in Parramatta at that time (See Section 5.2 
above).  Figures 5-2, 5-3, and 5-4 are details of panoramas of Parramatta in c1809, 1812 and 1819.  
These indicated that other than institutional buildings, such as the convict hospital (1818), the gaol 
and government house, there were few two-storey buildings or houses.  In c1809 and c1812 most of 
the houses appear to be little more than whitewashed two room huts, in either wattle and daub, timber 
or brick.  The two-storey Government House stands proud on Rose Hill and dominates the 
surrounding townscape.  The 1819 panorama does not show any major changes other than the 
institutional buildings erected by the Macquaries, such as the Female Orphan School, the Convict 
Hospital, the two towers of St John’s church, some interesting roof lines on the houses where they 
have been extended and an increased density of occupation with its spreading to the south away from 
the river.  The rebuilding of St Johns church provided a new opportunity for a focal point in Lycett’s 
1819 painting which was absent in earlier paintings.  It is therefore a more persuasive testimony to 
the results of the vision and endeavours of Governor and Mrs Macquarie in transforming Parramatta.  
It makes a ‘nice’ juxtaposition with the turmoil being wrought by the Bigge Commission into the 
administration of New South Wales which was active at this period.  
 
 
Houses in Parramatta 
There are other images that further our understanding of the type of houses being erected in 
Parramatta by the early 1820s.  These include Harrisford, which was built opposite Hassall House or 
Aldine, on the northern side of George Street; Brislington built for John Hodges, an emancipated 
convict, on the corner of George and Marsden Streets, and James Elder’s house (Figs 5-7, 5-6, 5-8).  
Unlike Hassall House they all have symmetrical facades, either three or five bays wide, and have 
larger windows and most appear to have fanlights.  The second floor of Hassall House had windows 
with nine panes of glass rather than the usual 12 panes, as in the ground floor.  It is difficult to tell if 
Hassall House had a fanlight as it is obscured by a trellis porch but the curve of the porch entrance is 
possibly mimicking an arched fanlight.  Rouse Hill House (1813-1814) is probably the closest in date 
to Hassall House and it has many of the features of the other houses, such as the 5-bay symmetrical 
façade and the arched fanlight around the front doorway (Fig. 5-10).   
 
In 1813 Mary Rouse, Richard Rouse’s daughter, was employed as a teaching assistant in the Hassall’s 
Sunday School.  She later became governess to Lachlan Macquarie junior and eventually married 
Jonathan Hassall on 22 November 1819.  This was a famous triple wedding when Samuel Hassall married 
Lucy Mileham the daughter of Dr James Mileham and Mary Cover Hassall married the Methodist 
missionary Rev. Walter Lawry. 205  This illustrates that the Hassall family had considerable standing in the 
community.  The relationship with the Rouse family possibly suggests a familiarity with Rouse Hill 
House.  Also Richard Rouse was Superintendent of Public Works at Parramatta and if the Hassall House 
was erected by government he would have been responsible for its construction.   

                                                      
205 http://home.kooee.com.au/jfmartin/Homepage/Family%20History/Hassal%20Family/Hassal%20Family.htm 
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Figure 5-6: Brislington, built by John Hodges an 
emancipated convict c1821. Located on the corner 
of Marsden & George Streets, Brown & Brown 
1995:12.  

Figure 5-7: Harrisford, c1821, directly opposite the 
Hassall House. Brown & Brown, 1995:2.  
 

 

 

Figure 5-8: Built c1821 for James Elder, a former 
missionary, who became a storekeeper. Located in 
Marsden Street, south of George Street. This house 
has only three bays and no attic storey. The 
verandah was added later. Brown & Brown 1995:16. 

Figure 5-9: By the 1830s this building was being used 
as the Red Coats Officers’ Mess.  Brown & Brown 
1995:6.  
 

  
Figure 5-10: Rouse Hill House, built 1813-1814. 
Broadbent 1997:52.  
 

Figure 5-11: Although taken in the 1870s this photo of 
‘The Australian Tea, Coffee & Grocery Warehouse’ 
gives an indication of what Hassall’s store may have 
looked like.  Brown & Brown 1995:8. 
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On the above analysis the Hassall family were able to live in a substantial house suitable to 
accommodate their nine children.  It is most likely through his service to government, as the 
Superintendent of Government Stocks, that he was able to claim such access to this quality of 
accommodation when many other people, especially recently freed convicts, may not have found 
such success so easy.  Admittedly we do not know a lot about the ‘replacement’ houses that 
continued to be built on the sites of convict huts and the older street alignment, such as Samuel 
Larkin’s weatherboard house at no. 2 George Street.206   
 
Rev. James Hassall wrote a description of Parramatta in the 1820s:  

Parramatta, as I remember in my days, was a very small town, and was the headquarters of the 
Governor, Sir Ralph Darling. A large brick parsonage stood on a hill overlooking the town, the 
residence of my maternal grandfather, the Reverend Samuel Marsden…The church…was a large 
brick building, stuccoed, with two towers and spires…Nash’s and Mrs Walker’s hotels were not 
far distant and there were only small houses anywhere around, excepting a two-storey one 
belonging to Mr Oakes. The bridge over the river was a low wooden one. On the bank near by 
stood an ugly stone gaol, with the stocks outside, in which drunkards and other offenders had 
their feet placed, and a low wooden seat on which they were obliged to sit all day, in the heat of 
the summer sun or the cold winds of winter…Very few grand houses had been built on the north 
side of the river…Beyond was the Female Factory, where were lodged a large number of convict 
women.207   

 
This description supports the impression conveyed by the early panoramas (Figs 5-2, 5-3, 5-4) 
although they may in fact be making it appear all neat and tidy.  James Hassall tells a story of his 
uncle Charles Hassall which provides a slightly odd impression of transport in the town and the 
reliance on government rations:  

In Parramatta, where he lived as a boy, horses were but little used for draught. My uncle, 
however, had a team of six large goats which he drove in a small wagon. At that time all the 
colonists, not only bond but free, had to depend on the Government Store for their supplies of 
food and other things, and my uncle used to be entrusted with the duty of “carrying” the 
household rations home every week from the store with his goat-wagon.208  

This illustrates how ‘normal’ patterns of life and behaviour in the early colony were altered by the 
scarcity of horses for carting supplies and also emphasises the reliance of people on the government 
rations and their need to collect these supplies themselves.  In the case of the Hassalls the store was 
about 100m down the road from their house.   
 
The artefacts which are considered to be associated with the Hassall Family’s occupation are from a 
series of pits dated prior to c1830 (Table 3-14).  The fill of these pits (4818, 4819, 4815, 5040, 4954, 
and 5015) contained 97 items (Table 5-1).  Where their county of origin was known these artefacts 
mainly came from the United Kingdom and China (Table 5-2).  The proportion of Chinese artefacts 
is quite small at 15 percent on this site compared to the ceramics associated with Samuel Larkin, an 
emancipated convict, on the Parramatta Children’s Court site where 35 percent of ceramics 
associated with the pre-1840 occupation were Chinese.209   
 
Rowland Hassall operated a store which also sold ceramics (Section 2.4) and he was also involved in 
importing goods into the colony from the United Kingdom.210  Therefore he and his wife may have 
chosen to use ceramics that were part of the goods for sale in his shop.  All but three items in the list 
of ceramics associated with the Hassalls could have been sold in the store prior to Rowland’s 
Hassall’s death in 1820 (Table 5-3).  It is possible that until the death of Elizabeth Hassall in 1834 the 
store was still operating.  While Chinese export porcelain was available in the colony it was part of 
the shipping routes that came through India and American whalers who may have purchased goods in 

                                                      
206 Casey & Lowe 2006, Parramatta Children’s Court Site.   
207 Hassall 1902:10-12.  
208 Hassall 1902:33-34.  
209 Casey & Lowe 2006, Parramatta Children’s Court Site, Chapter 4, p. 96, Table 4-12 
210 HRA Vol *:21-22, 1819, 1 March; Hainsworth 1971:42.  
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China and sold them in New South Wales prior to going off to whaling and sealing.211  It may also 
explain the small percentage of lead-glazed pottery (Australian-made) which he would have had to 
purchase locally and may not have been able to get at a competitive price as potters frequently 
retailed their own goods direct to the public.212   
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape 

MIC Hassall 
Period 

Western Pits 
architecture roof tile 5 

 structural brick 3 
  dressed stone 1 
  nail 12 
 stru/nonstru dressed stone 1 
 window flat 1 

beverage beer/wine bottle 4 
 unid bottle 1 

food preparation crock 1 
  pan-1 5 
 serve dish 1 
  platter 1 
  tureen 2 
 tableware bowl 2 
  fork 1 
  knife 1 
  plate 18 
  tumbler 1 
 tea breakfast cup 2 
  cup 1 
  saucer 2 
  teapot 1 

household furniture hasp 1 
personal hygiene poe 3 

 hygiene wash basin 1 
recreation smoking pipe 3 

work tool spade 1 
unidentified container bottle 3 

  container 1 
 unidentified strap 2 
  wire 1 
  unid 14 

  Total 97 
Table 5-1: Artefacts recovered from five pits and six fills associated with the Hassall phase of occupation: 

4818, 4819, 4815, 5040, 4954, and 5015.   
 

Country 

MIC 
Hassall 

Fills % 
Aus 9 9.3  

China 15 15.5  
UK 32 33.0  

UK/Aus 2 2.1  
Unknown 39 40.2  

 97 100.1 
Table 5-2: Artefacts from the Hassall-period pit fills came from three main countries.   

                                                      
211 Staniforth & Nash 1998:7-9.  
212 Casey 1999.  
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Decoration Country MIC % 

blue hp China 15 26.8  
black basalt UK 1 1.8  
bltp pearl UK 10 17.9  
cream w UK 13 23.2  

edge pearl UK 3 5.4  
hp cream w UK 2 3.6  

hp pearl UK 1 1.8  
lead glaze Aus 6 10.7  

pearl UK 1 1.8  
salt glaze UK/Aus 2 3.6  

slip Aus 1 1.8  
whiteware UK 1 1.8  

  56 100.2 
Table 5-3: Ceramics and the country of origin from Hassall-period pit fills.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo 5-1: (above) Blue transfer-print pearlware 
434 (exterior left, interior right) from context 
4815.  Below is blue transfer-print pearlware 
344 plate, also from context 4815.   
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The smaller proportion of imported Chinese ceramics associated with the Hassall’s is quite 
interesting and may represent the Hassall’s differential access to markets compared to someone like 
Samuel Larkin (Table 5.3).213  This interpretation is supported by the low numbers of locally-made 
lead glazed and slipped pottery from these contexts, seven items only.  Therefore the preference for 
British ceramics on this site in early contexts, which on other sites are frequently marked by the 
presence of considerable numbers of export Chinese porcelain and locally-made pottery, is unusual.  
This higher proportion of British ceramics is interpreted as a preference for the goods made at home 
which is based on their ability to purchase them at wholesale prices while they would probably have 
to pay retail prices for the Chinese items if they were not part of their merchandise which they could 
typically purchase through their suppliers.  While it is possible that these choices were partiality 
associated with the taste of the Hassall family, who may have preferred more ‘traditional’ ceramics, 
there is presumably some nexus between these two influences on the choices they made.   
 
There was also evidence for barter in Rowland Hassall’s ‘Day Book’.  In a brief review of entries 
between September 1803 and early 1804 provide examples of bartering. On 29 September 1803 
Hassall acquired two buckets from Landrin, a French prisoner-of-war and cooper who lived at the 
other end of George Street, in exchange for tea.214  Hassall also sold ‘basons’, these may actually be 
locally-made ceramics as bason was a common term used in advertisements by the local potters.215  
Further analysis of the shop records may shed more light on these issues.  
 
 

Question 2: How did the deprivations of frontier life alter the way in which free people lived in 
early colonial Parramatta?  

In regard to issues of deprivations, this site does not offer a lot of evidence.  As the discussion above 
makes clear the Hassalls obviously had access to goods that many people did not, through goods they 
sold in the store.  Rowland Hassall with his various government positions was also able to augment 
earning from this store and was able to provide his children with advantages few in the colony were 
able to have.  Notably he sent his son Thomas to train in Wales to be a minister.216   
 
 

Question 3: Nature of early agricultural practices, evidence for dairying etc.  Address this issue 
through both the analysis of archaeological features as well as through analysis of early 
pottery and pollen samples.   

There is some limited evidence to suggest that the study area was part of the land used for early 
agriculture between November 1788 until mid 1790 when the original streets of Parramatta were laid 
out.  Considerable evidence of this phase of activity was found on a site at 101 George Street where 
there were hoe marks.217  At 109–113 George Street the evidence is limited to pollen sample 39 from 
fill 5000.  Sample 39 was analysed for pollen and the results are discussed in detail in Section 8.4.  
Among the pollen remains were two very large but unusually thin-walled grains of an ‘early’ cereal 
species (Section 8.4, Appendix 1).   This is the first pollen evidence of the agricultural activities that 
possibly predates the layout of the Parramatta township.  Though the fill of the pit (5000) is phased 
as post-1830s the soil may have come for an earlier feature or deposits into which the pit was cut.   
 
Dairying at 109–113 George Street 
A structure in the centre of the site is thought to be the dairy mentioned in the 1882 description of the 
property.  A dairy would have been part of the self-sustainability of early landholders, where their 
land was large enough to support activities such as a few cows for grazing.  It is uncertain if the dairy 

                                                      
213 Casey & Lowe 2006:94-98.  
214 Rowland Hassall’s Day Sales Book, CY1213, ZA861, ML, SLNSW; Casey & Lowe 2006.  
215 Casey 1999.  
216 Hassall Family Papers, Picman, ML.  
217 Thorp, http://www.101george.com/docs/progress_report_8.pdf 
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structure was used for bails or processing milk into cream and butter.  These types of activities are 
typically associated with women.218 
 
Background to Dairying219 
Prior to the industrialisation of the dairy industry in Australia in the 1880s dairying was common 
practice on rural properties and in Sydney during the early nineteenth century and as late as the 1890s 
in Pyrmont.  Dairying was essential for the food requirements of the colony, for the production of 
milk, cream, butter and cheese.  The manufacture of dairy products for personal use frequently 
yielded a surplus and provided a source of income through its sale or barter.  Women were generally 
responsible for producing these dairy goods.220  In England women had been frequently employed as 
dairymaids or dairywomen.  Convict women’s occupations, recorded in England and Ireland prior to 
transportation, included 509 women who identified themselves as dairymaids.  This formed six 
percent of the total of 9512 listed occupations over a fifty year period (pre-1850).  Dairymaid was 
seventh on a list of most frequently cited occupations after housemaid, allworker, kitchenmaid, 
nursemaid, cook and laundress.221 Although it should not be assumed that all people who professed to 
skills actually had them, but it is anticipated that a high proportion of women who said they had the 
skills would have had a sound understanding of the basic processes.  
 
There is little Australian primary or secondary material on early nineteenth-century dairying practices 
or who participated in the procuring and production of milk, butter and cheese within a domestic 
context, other than for passing references.  Dyster mentions that ‘dairy workers, usually women, 
milked twice a day, carried pails and churned’.222 Daniels notes that, during the early colonial period, 
as ‘private servants women did both indoors domestic work and outdoor work, providing some of the 
essential farm labour (especially milking and butter-making)’.223 Neither cited sources for these 
observations.  

 
Mrs Harriet King, wife of Captain Phillip Parker King and daughter-in-law to the late former 
Governor King, intented to set up a dairy on their rural property, in letters she wrote to her husband 
when he was away on board the Beagle charting the coast of South America.  In 1827 they had a 
breeding and milking herd of 258 cows which was a commercial concern and Harriet King intended 
to make cheese during the summer.  The household activities undertaken by Harriet King required 
the employment of three convict women: 

I cannot do without 3 women at present, on account of the washing.  We wash everything at 
home, and what with the Dairy, poultry, Baking, making candles, & so on, we find plenty to do.  
I have very little meat from the Butchers, we reserve fresh meat whenever a Bullock is killed.  I 
have upwards of 40 Turkey, 50 young chickens.  My Ducks & geese we had bad luck with.224  

Another image of home dairying and general household activities was drawn more than twenty years 
earlier by Elizabeth Macarthur, when living at Elizabeth Farm, Parramatta: 

I now have a very good Dairy, & in general make a sufficiency of Butter to supply the Family, 
but it is at present so great an object to rear the calves, that we are careful not to rob them of too 
much milk.225  

The above quotes were from elite women who were clearly involved in the daily activities of the 
household and understood the requirements of what was necessary to provide food for their families 
and servants.  In the case of Harriet King, the three convict women servants performed a large range 
of domestic activities of which dairying was but an aspect.  In a smaller household dairying would 

                                                      
218 Casey 1999.   
219 This section is extracted from Casey 1999.  
220 Linge 1979:543; Walsh 1967:75; Fitzgerald & Golder 1994:41-42, 55, 69-71; Yentsch 1991b:135; Alford 

1984:190-191. 
221 Oxley 1996:119-120. 
222 Dyster 1989:148. 
223 Daniels 1998:74. 
224 Walsh 1967:75.  
225 Clarke and Spender 1992:25-26. 
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have been only part of the activities of servants or of the housewife.  Both these women were ran 
their households and properties for many years while their husbands were away.  
 
Many of the larger homes built in and around Sydney had their own dairies, as did other smaller 
properties.226  A dairy was essential for the self-sufficiency of many early colonists.  What is thought 
to be one of the oldest surviving building in Australia is the dairy building at Old Government House, 
Parramatta that was built in the 1790s.227 First Government House, Sydney (1788-1840s) had a dairy.  
A c1820 plan of the neo-gothic Government Stables (1817-1821), the present Conservatorium of 
Music site, in the Governor’s Domain included the intention to house a dairy and a dairywoman in 
the southeast corner towers, the coolest space within the building.228 The basic design of this building 
is attributed to Mrs Macquarie, the wife of Governor Macquarie who took her own cow back to 
Scotland on their return.  The newer Government House in the Domain, built in the 1840s had a 
separate, purpose-built ‘sunken’ dairy.229  The archaeological site at 101 George Street had evidence 
of a ‘sunken’ dairy.230 

 
Jeans notes that until the 1880s butter production was undertaken in:  

primitive, often unhygienic conditions.  Milk was left to stand in wide shallow pans so that the 
lighter cream rose to the surface.  This was skimmed off and churned into butter using the hand 
churn…The buttermilk was then worked out of the butter by hand, and the finished product 
heavily salted to preserve it in the Australian heat.  This process characterised butter making all 
over the world until the 1870s.231 

Dairy products were an important element in the local food supply in a colony which had problems 
providing fresh and healthy food during the early years of the colony.  Cheese was part of the weekly 
rations of the marines on the First Fleet.  The weekly adult rations of all colonists during the first year 
of settlement included six ounces of butter.  The surviving First Fleet cattle ran off shortly after 
landing and this resulted in an absence of fresh dairy products during the first years of the 
settlement.232  
 
In 1809 milk sold for 1 shilling per quart (2 litres), butter was 6 shillings per pound (0.4 kilo) and 
cheese was 2 shillings and 6 pence per pound (0.4 kilo).233  This suggests the manufacturing of butter 
for sale was a fairly productive use of the milk (valuing adding) and potentially a good source of 
additional income.  Butter was probably produced by a variety of means: ‘jerking the milk back and 
forth in a goatskin hung between two sticks’ and ‘placing the cream in a wide-necked jar’ and 
shaking it for up to an hour ‘for the cream to suddenly form a lump’.  The latter appears to have been 
the more usual custom.234  
 
The general range of dairy vessels includes: a milk pan, a vessel in which the cream sets or rises and 
which are ‘made of glazed earthenware, glass or enamelled iron’ or wood; skimming dish, a shallow 
tin saucer with perforations to let the liquid fall back into the pan; cream pots, churns, and cheese 
vats.235  Figure 5-12 present a range of dairy equipment including large milk pans in a home-dairy 
situation.  One local newspaper editorial discussed the attributes of glazed earthenware pans in 
relation to metal and wooden forms and noted that only earthenware forms were used in the home 
dairy.236  From the early days of the colony milk pans were manufactured locally, mostly in the 

                                                      
226 Dyster 1989:148; SG 11/11/1828:3e. 
227 Pamphlet, ‘The Dairy Precinct, Parramatta Regional Park’, National Parks and Wildlife Service and 
Parramatta Regional Park. 
228 Plan and elevation of the Governor’s Stables and Officers at Sydney, New South Wales, 1820, attributed to 
Francis Greenway, ML. 
229 McGregor 1997:40. 
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231 Birmingham, Jeans and Jack 1979:29. 
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Brickfields and a few nearby pottery sites in Sydney.237  There are no known pottery sites in 
Parramatta.   
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 5-12: A dairy c. 1830. 
Note the milk pans and other 
dairying equipment which was 
unchanged for centuries until the 
1880s. They include timber 
buckets, ladle, jug and a butter 
churn. Fussell (1966) The English 
Dairy 1500-1900, p. 55.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dairy? Building 
The central structure is considered likely to be a dairy (Plan 1, 2, 3) rather than any other structure 
found on the site.  This was small brick structure, approximately 6m by 3m and had evidence for an 
internal partition, making one room about 3m by 2.5m. It also had an underfloor drain.  Aside from 
this possible dairy a number of milk pan vessels were found, although not in association with the 
dairy structure.     
 
Thirty-eight of the lead-glazed ceramics were identifiable shapes, with the remaining 11 consisting of 
unidentified body sherds.  The 33 food-related items comprised 67.4 percent of the total lead-glazed 
wares recovered, with three-quarters of these (26) were associated with food preparation.  The most 
common shape associated with this food preparation function were fragments of 14 ‘pan-1’ vessels.  
The pan shape dominates the entire lead-glazed assemblage (Photo 5-2).   
 
The dominant ‘pan-1’ shape was characterised according to the definition by Casey.238  These pans 
comprised of truncated cone shapes featuring either everted or rounded rim edges with diameters 
ranging between 280mm to 325mm.  The base diameters were between 159mm to 180mm and the 
angle of the sloping body varied between 130 degrees and 150 degrees.  Only one of these large, 
wide-mouthed pans had a measurable height, 80mm (#36,453).  The fabric thickness, in all cases 
coarse earthenware, varied between 8mm to 20mm, with the flat sturdy bases being the thickest part.  
The function of these shallow pans was identified with food preparation because of their similarity to 
dairy-related items such as milk pans, milk coolers, milk dishes and cheese pans.239  Their shape 
would also have been useful in other kitchen-related fields, such as mixing ingredients or for leaving 
yeast bread mixtures in to rise and expand.  It seems unlikely that they were used to cook in because 
of their large size and shallowness, and also because none showed evidence of burning from being 
used for cooking.  Both the glazes and slips on these items were in good condition, showing no sign 
of the deterioration that would be expected to occur if vessels were in regular contact with heat. 
 

                                                      
237 Casey 1999.  
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Photo 5-2: Sherds from three vessels probably associated with dairying.  
 
 
One of the pans was quite a bit smaller than the rest, however its shape was typically pan-like so it 
was included with the rest (#35,671).  This pan featured a rounded rim edge with a diameter of 
180mm, a base diameter of 74mm, height of 34mm, and a fabric thickness of between just 4mm to 
8mm, with its flat base being the thickest part.  Its body angle of 150 degrees fitted that of the larger 
pans. 
 
All 14 pans were glazed on the interior and slipped on the exterior, with all examples featuring glazes 
in good condition, with very little in the way of use marks or general wear-and-tear.  The likelihood 
that the pans were used more for functions that required little human action–such as constant stirring 
or cooking/baking–would make them ideally suited for dairy-related roles such as those mentioned 
previously.   
 
While the overall numbers of milk pans are not high the presence of nearly half them in Hassall-
period fills suggests they were being used by the Hassall family, and most likely to produce by-
products of milk, notably cream and butter.   
 
 

Context Shape MIC Phase Phase 
4823 pan-1 1 modern fill Modern 
4894 pan-1 1 fill of pit 4893 Phase 6 
4927 pan-1 1 Fill of 4926 Phase 6 
4805 pan-1 1 Cellar demolition fill Demolition 
5045 pan-1 1 fill in trench 4912 Demolition 
5074 pan-1 1 fill of Central Pit c1880 
4843 pan-1 1 upper fill of timber pit post-Hassall 
5000 pan-1 1 fill of 5001 post-Hassall 
5015 pan-1 1 fill of 5016 Hassall Phase 
5033 pan-1 1 fill of garden area Hassall Phase 
4815 pan-1 1 pit fill 4820 Hassall Phase 
4818 pan-1 3 pit fill 4820 Hassall Phase 

  14   

 
 
 
 
Table 5-4: Sherds of probable 
milking pans according to the 
sites various archaeological 
phases.  Nearly half of them 
came from Hassall-phase 
western pits.  
 

 
 
 



Response to Research Questions 

 

126

Question 4: Pottery was manufactured in Sydney and probably not in Parramatta.  It is 
typically found on early Parramatta sites, both glazed and unglazed.  Our 
understanding of this pottery is fairly limited to date.  Recent work by Mary Casey on 
the analysis of early pottery in Sydney (DMR site and Palmer’s bakehouse at the 
Conservatorium of Music) and the Parramatta Children’s Court  site has considerably 
added to our understanding of the type of forms manufactured and used at specialist 
sites.  We are only beginning to know more about pottery at Parramatta, its 
manufacture and the forms and their uses.  The work at the Parramatta Children’s 
Court Site, Parramatta has considerably added to our understanding of the corpus of 
early pottery.240  

 
No evidence, either historical or archaeological, has yet been found to indicate that pottery was being 
manufactured in Parramatta.  Our current opinion, until further evidence is found, is that all early 
locally-made pottery was made either at the Brickfields, Surry Hills or Skinners pottery in the city, 
on the Tank Stream.241  The assemblage of locally-made pottery from 109—113 George Street is fairly 
small––49 lead-glazed and 13 slipped items, none of which were particularly intact.  The dairy 
vessels were discussed above.   
 
As part of analysing the early pottery from this site all the main vessels have been drawn and 
included into the type series established for the pottery and developed further for each site (Section 
8.1, Appendix 1).  In this way all of the significant vessels from each site can be compared to each 
other.  This type-series is based on Casey 1999 and developed by Rowan Ward and Mary Casey.  
Rowan has been responsible for all the detailed work on the pottery for this site and her Specialist 
Report (Section 8.1/6.2, 6.3) includes descriptions and analysis of this pottery.   
 
All the locally-made pottery from the Parramatta sites excavated by Casey & Lowe will be subject to 
detailed description and analysis.  It is hoped that once we complete the analysis of this pottery from 
the range of sites we are currently excavating and reporting on we will be able to add considerably to 
information about the range of vessels being made, the types of clays being used, technology, and 
number of potters represented in the archaeology.  Confirmation, through scientific analysis, that 
some of these vessels are definitely being manufactured in Sydney is also being sought.   
 
The presence of lead-glazed wares on this site relates to its known history of early European 
occupation, dating from c1804.  A total of 49 lead-glazed ceramics were identified (77 frags), 
representing just 4.7 percent of the total ceramic assemblage.242  The lead-glazed items were found in 
25 contexts and all in low numbers, with the most number found in the general clean-up context of 
4801, with seven items.  Compared with the lead-glazed pottery from the Parramatta Children’s 
Court site (71) there was less in quantity but also much less in degree of intactness of some of the 
vessels.243   
 
In addition we have begun to identify vessels probably made by the same potter.  Sherds from three 
hygiene-related vessels at 109-113 George Street were very similar to ones found at the Children’s 
Court Site and also at the recent excavations at a site on the southwest corner of Marsden and 
Macquarie Streets (Photos 5-3, 5-4).  This style of decoration with a cream-glazed body with 
coloured incised lines is similar to Annular creamware and is considered to be imitating this style of 
decoration and using the glaze to imitate the colour of the creamware fabric.   

                                                      
240 Casey 1999; Casey & Lowe 2002, 2006.  
241 Casey 1999.  
242 Sec Section 8.3, pp. 60-68 for tables etc.  
243 Casey & Lowe 2006, Section 8.1. 
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Photo 5-3: Bottom: bowl/ 
washbasin (4801/#35641); Back 
row l-r: poes (4837/#35659, 
4801/#35640).  Artefact photo 
075. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 5-4: Washbasin from 
Parramatta Children’s Court 
site. Casey & Lowe 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Theme 3: Life in the Hassall Household  

• The nature of life in this household where the Hassall family lived for about 30 years.   
• Evidence for the nature of childhood and the way in which gender identities were 

constructed.  
• Examination of how religious life affected the way of life in the Hassall family.  How 

was it different to convict lives or other settlers in early Parramatta?  
 
As discussed above there are a limited number of artefacts that can be associated with the Hassall 
household with some certainty.  There are few artefacts for children that can safely be associated 
with the pre-1834 occupation by the Hassalls.  The main evidence for children’s presence is marbles, 
writing slates and slate pencils, although there is little certainty they were associated with the 
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Hassalls.  In the case of the marbles none were found in pits considered to be associated with the 
Hassalls (Section 8.3/2.10.1).  Most likely the slates were associated with the 1840s to 1860s schools 
operating on the property.   
 
The only ceramics recovered that specifically indicated the presence of children on site were two 
items recovered from the one pit in Area B.  Pit 5073 contained sherds from a child’s plate and a 
child’s mug in its fill (5074).  This pit is pit fill is dated to c1880 indicating that it is unlikely to be 
associated with the Hassalls.  In addition the green transfer print mug dates after 1829 and therefore 
on these grounds it is more likely to be associated with one of the later tenants.  There is very limited 
evidence to address the lives of children or women in the Hassall household.  The type of deposits so 
far found to be relevant to this type of question, underfloor deposits, did not survive at this site.   
 
Religion 
Religious worship, often an intangible practice, may leave few artefacts in the archaeological record.  
In organised religion items such as bibles, hymnals, plate, metal candlesticks, lamps and ornaments, 
vestments and offerings would be carefully treasured and eventually transferred off site, being the 
possessions of the church, ministers and congregation.  More breakable items such as church 
ceramics and glassware, including vessels, light fittings and statuettes, may have been deposited on 
site and survived in the archaeological record but are not dealt with here.244  Any careful conservation 
of religious items could of course be severely disrupted by cataclysmic events such as reformations, 
war or natural disasters.  None of those things happened at this site. 
 
Rowland Hassall during his occupation of the property preached from a barn. This structure was in a 
location unlikely to leave any evidence of religion in the archaeological record.  In addition, the 
missionary society to which he belonged may have disdained the trappings of organised religion, 
leaving the possibilities of artefactual deposition even more remote.   
 
Rowland Hassall was almost Methodist in his preaching but associated well with the Anglican 
ministers of Sydney and Parramatta.  As he was not Catholic no religious medals would have been 
worn by his parishioners; and because he was not part of the Scottish Church it is unlikely that metal 
or cardboard communion tokens would have been used in his ministry.  In most respects communion 
tokens are similar in appearance to trade and other tokens, jetons and coins except they played no 
part in the economy.245  Communion tokens, made in a variety of shapes and sizes, were a simple 
metal ticket that permitted the holder to partake of communion in the Church of Scotland, other 
Presbyterian Churches, and after 1843 the Free Church of Scotland.  The communion service was a 
special occasion, held perhaps only once or twice a year.  Shortly before the sacrament was 
celebrated, individuals were examined by the minister to ensure that they understood and practiced 
the basics of their religion and led good lives.  When found to be worthy, the supplicant was given a 
token which admitted them to the sacrament.  Wherever Scots travelled, worked or settled they set up 
their own churches and often continued the use of communion tokens.  They have been found in 
England, Ireland, the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and India.  By 1900 most of the 
metal tokens had been replaced by those made of cardboard.  Examples of communion tokens were 
also issued by three Methodist Churches and one Baptist Church in seventeenth to nineteenth-century 
Scotland but rarely elsewhere.  In Australia, two examples of mid to late nineteenth-century 
cardboard tokens have recently been found associated with strict Baptist Churches.246 
 
Any metal medals and tokens should be able to survive in the soil once deposited on the site.  Indeed, 
although none have been found at this site, two possible communion tokens made of lead or pewter 
were discovered across the road at the George and Charles Streets Site.247  It is possible that residents 
of those allotments worshipped at Rowland Hassall’s “chapel”, and that he issued the tokens. 
                                                      
244 See Ceramics and Glass Reports within this volume. 
245 Communion tokens see Creswell 1985 and Myatt & Hanley 1980: 230-232; for trade tokens and jetons see Dickinson 
1986; Lobel et al 1991-6: 399; Myatt & Hanley 1980: 52-72; Noël Hume 1969: 172-174; Seaby 1985: 141-142. 
246 Melvin Williams: South Brisbane communion cards. Article at http://www.qns.org.au/Articles/South_Brisbane_ 
Communion_Tokens. 
247 Tokens #21668 & #21611 (reused); see Casey & Lowe forthcoming George and Charles Streets, Parramatta. 
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Finally, it is not known where or for how long the Sunday school begun by Thomas Hassall in 1813 
was conducted, particularly as he was training in Britain for part of the time.248  The school, if only 
for children, has certainly left no artefacts that could be interpreted as having a specific religious 
function.   
 
The school-associated writing slates are considered to be associated with the later school phases.  In 
contrast with the St Patrick’s Cathedral site, where the site of the early school was located beneath 
the new cathedral, there was extensive evidence of the use of ink placed on desks as 40 or more 
penny ink bottles found in a double cesspit.249   
 
 

                                                      
248 Hassall Family correspondence, ML, SLNSW 
249 Site excavated by Casey & Lowe and an excavation report is in progress.  
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