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Trench Report 

50-72 Union Street, Pyrmont 

 

1.0 Trenches 1, 2 and 3 

These were test trenches dug on the 1st, the 2nd and the 3rd October 2003 to confirm the presence of 

archaeological remains on the site. See separate report on archaeological testing.1. 

 

 

2.0 Trench 4, (Main Excavation Area) 

Investigated between the 28th November and the 19th December 2003, the main area was bordered 

on the north, east and west sides by up to 3m high dry pressed brick footings, part of the extensive 

flour mill buildings which were constructed in the 1920s (Photo 2.1). In the south, along Union 

Street, the edge of the Trench was about 4.5m from the property boundary to retain a row of palm 

trees. This meant that the front rooms of the terraces could be only partly exposed. The cesspits of 

the terraces would have been located either under the retaining wall in the north or immediately to 

the north (see Trench 7).  The main area measured 22.30m by 13.50m and was oriented east-west 

covering the Houses No. 66, No. 64 and No. 62. A substantial amount overburden (1.5m to 3m) 

was excavated by machine down to the nineteenth century houses. The area was then cleaned by 

hand of remaining fills to expose the occupation levels and the individual rooms were divided into 

a grid of 500mm by 500mm squares to excavate any remaining underfloor deposits. 

 

 

Photo 2.1: View of the excavation area during machine excavation. 

 

                                                           
1
 Casey & Lowe 2003a in Main Report Bibliography. 
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2.1 Gillespie Bros Flour Mill 

Removal of a thin turf cover revealed a concrete slab bordered by the above mentioned dry pressed 

brick footings (3201) suggesting a building 23m long and probably about 17 or 18m wide. Under 

the slab and associated gravel base was a patchy layer of cement probably dating to the 

construction period, then a layer of yellow clay over mixed fill (all 3201) covering the demolition 

debris (3202, 3203, 3204) of the terrace houses (Photo 2.2).  The fill layers varied in thickness. 

Nine piers and footings made of dry pressed brick and concrete were found inside the building at a 

distance of 4.5m apart from centre to centre. All the footings appear to be in trenches cut through 

the fills, the demolition debris and the nineteenth century remains. These observations suggest the 

following chronology for the mill building remains present on site. 

 

1. Demolition of nineteenth century terraces 

2. Terracing of naturally sloping area with introduced fills 

3. Construction of footings 

4. Construction of concrete floor 

 

 

 

Photo 2.2: View south towards Union Street showing fill levels in section. 

 

 

2.2 The nineteenth-century terraces 

 

House No. 66 (early 1840s) 

The removal of the twentieth century overburden (3201) exposed a large amount of demolition 

debris (3202) consisting of sandstock brick, light brown sandy mortar with very few shell 

fragments as well as sandstone rubble and whole sandstone blocks. The bricks observed were flat 
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or had rectangular or A-shaped frogs. Stretches of collapsed wall were overlaying the main 

building. 

 

The foundations (3238) uncovered under the demolition were made of roughly worked sandstone 

blocks laid mainly as stretchers with the occasional header bonded with sandy shell mortar (Photo 

2.3). The gaps were filled with sandstone rubble. The footings were about 450mm wide and up to 

670mm high. They were mainly above ground and there was render present in some parts as well 

as some white wash on the outside of the west wall.  The walls were made of sandstock bricks and 

although none remained in situ, it could be determined, from the collapsed sections mentioned 

above, that they were 2 bricks wide in layers of headers and stretchers, using light brown sandy 

shell mortar as a bonding agent.  

 

The property consisted of two separate buildings, the main structure facing Union Street and a 

building of about half the width in the back yard, about 2m to the north adjacent to the east 

boundary. The main structure, at foundation level, consisted of a west and north wall footing with 

a central east-west running dividing wall creating a front and a back section. The south wall footing 

could not be excavated because of the retention of the palm trees. The eastern wall footing had 

been removed for the construction of the flour mill footings. The frontage of the building measured 

probably 9m, which was the width of No. 64 with a depth of about 9m plus a veranda of about 

1.5m. Of the front section only 1.5m could be excavated which would have been about 40 per cent 

of the total space if the front and the back section were the same size. It can be assumed that these 

sections were divided into two rooms each at the floor level which would have been about 1.8m 

above the under floor levels in the back (north) section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2.3: House No. 66 looking south towards Union Street with a portion of Room 5 in foreground 

and Rooms 4, 2/3, 1 in centre of photograph. The remains of the collapsed brick wall are being 

cleaned in the front section of the building. 
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Room 1 

The front section of No. 66 contained a thin compacted layer of dark brown sandy occupation 

deposit (3211), more evident in the west half of the available area, which measured roughly 1.5m 

by 7.5m. The occupation deposit yielded only a small amount of artefacts and was only excavated 

in part (Photo 2.4). The area was probably accessible during occupation through a gap of about 1m 

roughly in the centre of the wall to the north and could have been used for storage, although it was 

probably only about 1.5m high.  

 

 

 

Photo 2.4: Room 1 of House No. 66 during excavation of under floor deposit.  

 

 

Room 2/3 

The occupation deposit (3215) in the back section of No. 66 was only a thin smear of up to 40mm 

of dark grey brown sand over grey natural sand (3228) in the west half and only a discolouration 

over natural sand and gravel and bedrock (3228) in the east half. Only a strip of squares was 

excavated along the west wall which contained hardly any artefacts. The whole area was very 

compacted suggesting that there was considerable traffic during occupation. There was also some 

scrap metal (sheet metal off cuts), which seemed to have been dumped deliberately (Photo 2.5). 

The north wall, although only visible as an imprint in most of its length, showed what appeared to 

have been an opening close to the northwest corner. The concrete yard surface dipped visibly into 

the opening. Some underpinning using sandstock bricks and cement mortar had been undertaken in 

the south and the west wall where the natural sand and gravel had either been washed out or just 

fallen out from under the foundations. The underfloor space would have probably measured about 

1.8m in height and could have easily been used as storage space. The available area measured 

7.5m by 3.5m.  
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Photo 2.5: Room 2/3 of House No. 66 with remains of metal offcuts and timber. 

 

 

Room 4 

Not strictly a room, it describes the space between the main building and the out building towards 

the north which is technically part of the back yard. It has the same cement surface as the rest of 

the back yard and would have had a solid wall in the east. There were two square depressions, one 

next to the southwest corner of the outbuilding (Room 5) and one opposite along the north wall of 

the main building which could have held posts for a stud wall or hinged gates to enclose the area.  

 

Room 5 

This out building, possibly the kitchen, contained an occupation deposit (3218) of up to 80mm 

along the southern wall and only thinly spread over the rest of the area. The only walls remaining 

were the south and the west walls. The east wall had been removed by the construction of the flour 

mill wall and the same also applies to the north wall. Only one course of foundation remained in 

both walls and the south wall was sitting on 300mm of natural sand and gravel (Photo 2.6). The 

natural ground seems to have been removed from inside the room to create a level surface, 

disregarding the integrity of the footings. There was some cement render on the inside of the south 

wall which lips slightly at the bottom of the wall, probably indicating the floor level. The west wall 

is disturbed at the south end by the concrete pad for a flour mill pier. The available area measured 

about 4.5m by 2.5m. 
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Photo 2.6: Room 5 after removal of occupation deposit with Rooms 4 and 2/3 in background, looking 

south. 

 

 

Back Yard 

The back yard area was entirely covered by a smooth surfaced concrete slab, gently sloping 

towards the north, laid directly on the natural gravel and sand. The slab was slightly patchy in the 

northwest corner of the yard, next to the east wall of No. 64, where terracotta pipes were showing. 

A gully trap was located about half way along the east wall of No. 64 with a metal grille 

surrounded by stable pavers. There is a gap of about 1.9m between the west wall of No. 66 and the 

east wall of No. 64 with the concrete slab continuing south for about 4.5m from the northeast 

corner of the main building and up to the wall of No. 66 (Photo 2.7). The remaining part of the 
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gap (or lane) contained sandstone packing which was disturbed by one of the flour mill footings. 

The packing could have been the base for steps leading up to Union Street. 

 

 

 

Photo 2.7: East wall of House No. 64 with Backyard of No. 66 and gap (or lane), looking south. 

 

 

House No. 64 (early 1840s) 

The debris from the demolition (3203) of the building covered the whole area. It consisted mainly 

of sandstock brick rubble with coarse light brown shell mortar and occasionally sandstone rubble. 

The bricks observed were either flat or had rectangular frogs. The foundations preserved under the 

demolition layer were made from roughly worked sandstone blocks laid in stretcher bond with the 

occasional header, bonded with coarse sandy shell mortar and as in No. 66 they were not set in 

trenches, but above ground (Photo 2.8). The gaps between the blocks were filled with sandstone 

rubble. The footings were about 450mm wide and occasionally up to 2 courses high. The layout of 

No. 64 and No. 66 was identical. As in No. 66, the front room could only be excavated in part but 

the whole width of the structure was available. The original west wall appeared to have been 

removed and replaced during the construction of House No. 62 which was built later adjoining No. 

64. 
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Photo 2.8: House No. 64 looking southeast with Back Yard, Room 4, 3, 2 and 1. In the southeast corner 

of the photograph are Rooms 1 and 2/3 of House No. 66 after removal of the collapsed wall 

sections. 

 

 

Room 1 

A compacted brown, sandy occupation surface (3232) with very low artefact yield was present in 

parts of the front section of No. 64. Some parts were covered with coal tar and the bedrock was 

showing in other parts. The whole exposed area of this room measured about 8m to 8.5m by 1.5m. 

There was a gap in the west half of the north wall, were cut bedrock is showing indicating the wall 

line. Part of this gap could have been open during occupation to access the area under the front 

portion of the house.   

 

Room 2 

Room 2 was covered with a coal tar surface (3234), continuous in the east, patchy in the west of 

the room and sitting directly on the natural gravel and bedrock (Photo 2.8). There would have been 

a gap towards the western end of the north wall, which would have been the access way, although 

this is hard to predict as there was only one possible foundation block left in the western two 

metres of the wall. It would however correspond with the observations made in Room 2/3 of No. 

66. The internal length of the room was just over 8m with a width of 3.5m. 

 

Room 3 

Unlike in No. 66, this space appears to have been used as a room It probably had a suspended 

timber floor, as some bricks, one possibly in situ and several pieces of timber were found within 

the area. There was some cement render with a dirty cream line and lipping at the bottom also 

suggesting a suspended floor and maybe skirting boards. The room was covered by a silty brown 
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deposit (3223), probably washed in, sitting on clean, natural silt and bedrock (3228). Several 

squares excavated yielded little or no artefacts. The southwest quarter was disturbed. There were 

tooth marks of an excavator bucket in the natural silt, which were the result of geological testing 

carried out on site before the archaeological excavation resumed (Photo 2.9). There is no evidence 

to indicate the fabric and construction of the probable west wall. The area of the room was 3.5m 

by 2m.  

 

 

 

Photo 2.9: Room 3 of House No. 64 with 500mm grid, looking east. Some brick supports and traces of 

timber remain mainly in the northern half.  

 

 

Room 4 

Room 4 was filled by about 200mm of mixed material (3229, 3230), consisting of coal tar, 

sandstock brick, demolition debris and natural gravel. A hearth stone for a fireplace and the base of 

the fireplace itself were visible adjoining remnants of the north wall, which, unlike in Room 5 in 

House No. 66, was not completely removed by the construction of the flour mill wall immediately 

to the north. Under the fill there was a thin layer of up to 60mm of occupation deposit (3231) in 

which the outlines of two lengths of sandstock brick dish drain (3237) were visible (Photo 2.10). 

The occupation layer was excavated in part and yielded only small amounts of artefacts.  

 

One of the dish drains runs along the east wall abutting the north and south wall. The other drain 

starts from the centre of the east wall and runs across the room, slightly towards the north, to a gap 

in the west footing. The east and the west wall had an added ledge on the inside, made of sandstone 

and shell mortar, about 100mm wide, probably to support joists for a timber floor. The south wall 

had traces of plaster, slate and render adhering to it in this order. The render formed a lip about 

230mm above the ledge, presumably where the timber floor was sitting. The outer layer of cement 
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render may have served as skirting. The drain along the east wall was two bricks wide set against 

the wall and the drain crossing the room was a regular dish drain, three bricks wide. Two bricks in 

the drains had anvil-shaped frogs.  The north-south oriented drain may have collected waste water 

from the room above which was most likely the kitchen. The east-west drain would have taken the 

water outside the building through the gap in the west wall footing. There is a later terracotta drain 

further to the north, which probably collected the surface runoff at some stage. The fill from within 

the drain (3236) appeared to be of the same material as the occupation deposit (3231). The internal 

area of the room measured about 4m by 3.5m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2.10: Room 4 of House No. 64 with dish drains and fireplace exposed. 

 

 

Back Yard 

Two thirds of the yard area adjoining Rooms 3 and 4 was covered by a thin cement surface part of 

which covered an older sandstock brick paving outside Room 3 and to about half way alongside 

Room 4. There was a drain hole in the northeast corner of the paving leading into a machine-made 

brick channel with a copper sheet cover. The rest of the yard area was covered with gravelly 

material with patches of coal tar over natural gravel and bedrock.    

 

 

House No. 62 (1859) 

The walls (3240) of No. 62 were reached at a level at least 600mm lower than those of No. 64 and 

66 and the whole area was covered by dense sandstock brick and shell mortar rubble (3204). The 

surviving walls were made of neat sandstone blocks bonded with shell mortar. Some of the blocks 

were picked on all sides. The uncovered walls were 300mm to 450mm wide and about 800mm 

high. The floor level was about 1.5m under the yard level of No. 64 and nearly 3m under the 

current foot path. The east wall was set against bedrock and natural gravel. The west wall had been 

removed for the construction of the flour mill (Photo 2.11). Room 1 was not excavated, as the 

south edge of the excavation had to be benched due to the increased depth of the house footings. 

Room 2 and the yard area were not completely emptied because they continuously collected water, 
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as they were the lowest part of the main excavation area. A trench in the centre of Room 2 

however exposed a small section of a coal tar surface.  Both the rooms recorded were basement 

rooms below street level with no evidence of suspended flooring.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2.11: The sandstone foundations of House No. 62, looking south, with backyard in foreground.  

 

 

Room 1 

The wall separating the front and the back basement rooms (Room 1 and 2) was laid in 300mm 

high courses using regularly picked, 300mm wide sandstone blocks. The wall was covered with 

grey cement render on both sides indicating that there was a front room. 

 

Room 2 

The north wall of this room was 450mm wide with cement render on the inside. The top course of 

the remaining wall consisted of two segments of well-fitting parallel stretchers with regularly 

picked face and sides. The centre segment was made of a 450mm wide and 850mm long single 

block. In the centre of the east wall two stub walls made of two upright standing sandstone blocks 

each protruded into the room (Photo 2.12). They were 1.5m apart and must have been the 

foundations for a ground floor fireplace. The east wall was mostly only one block wide (about 
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220mm), except south of the south stub wall where it was a regular two stretcher (450mm) width. 

The wall was cement rendered in this part and also on the south side of the south stub wall.  Room 

2 was about 3.5m long and probably of a similar width. The wall face in the space between the 

north stub and the north wall featured remnants of plaster and whitewash. The room had a coal tar 

surface (3243) as floor. 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2.12: Room 2 of House No. 62 with fireplace foundations and plaster looking northeast. 

 

 

Back Yard 

The Back Yard area was only accessible for a short time due to continuous flooding. It appeared to 

have a coal tar surface (3243). The sharp drop of 1.5m from the yard level in the neighbouring 

property (No. 64) was partly cut bedrock with small sections of sandstone retaining wall where 

necessary. 

 

Summary 

The footings of House No. 64 and No. 66 were known to be the earliest structures in the 

investigated area. They were built at the same time in the early 1840s with an identical layout using 

the same materials. The footings of No. 62 were built a few years later in 1859. The east wall of 

No. 62 appears to have replaced the west wall of No. 64, which is possible, as it would not have 

been a load bearing wall. Various small changes and alterations had taken place during occupation 

in No. 64 and No. 66, like the pouring of the concrete surface in the yard area of No. 66 and the 

installation of the coal tar surface in the back room of No. 64, which would have removed any 

existing under floor deposits. The buildings were eventually demolished in the 1920s to make way 

for the flour mill. The demolition material was used as landfill on site. 
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3.0 Trench 5 

The purpose of this machine excavated trench was to establish the potential of occupation deposits 

within the north facing buildings No. 70 and No. 72 Union Street, which would have been located 

in the southeast corner of the site. It was dug in the current car park area about 10m from the east 

boundary and about 18.50m from the Union Street boundary in the south. It was 12 m long and 2m 

to 3m wide and north-south oriented. The depth ranged from 1.3m to 1.6m down to sandy black 

topsoil or natural brown sand and gravel. Apart from some possible postholes, there were no 

significant features found in this trench. It was excavated on the 8th December 2003. 

 

 

4.0 Trench 6 

This trench was 3m wide and ran for 7.50m to the east from the centre of Trench 5. There was a 

sandstone footing 300mm wide, bonded with along the east edge of the trench. As in Trench 5, 

there was no indication of occupation deposits. The depth of this trench was about 1.2m. It was 

excavated on the 9th December 2003. 

 

 

5.0 Trench 7 

This trench was dug to expose the cesspits for the Houses No. 64 and No. 66 north of the flour 

mill wall bordering the main excavation area (Trench 4). It was lowered by 2.5m, to approximately 

6.50m AHD and subsequently abandoned when a concrete floor from the flour mill period was 

reached. This trench was dug during the excavations in the main area (Trench 4).  

 

 

6.0 Trench 8 

Placed in the lower lying northeast corner of the site, off Edward Street, this trench was dug 

between the 10th and the 17th December 2003 to sample the cesspits at the nineteenth century 

Edward Street terraces. The trench was located 11.50m from the north boundary and 14m from the 

Edward Street Boundary in the west. It covered the location of a rectangular cesspit which sat on 

the boundary between the Houses No. 38 and 40 Edward Street, serving both properties. The 

overburden was removed by machine.  

 
6.1 38/40 Edward Street Cesspit 

After the removal of a compact layer of about 300mm of consolidated gravel a concrete slab was 

reached adjoining a 600mm wide wall made, of machine-made shale bricks, which would 

eventually form the east boundary of the trench. The brick wall and the concrete slab belonged to 

the flour mill period. Another 1 to 1.5m of mainly sandstone rubble fill had to be removed to reach 

the walls of the cesspit (Photo 2.13). The east wall had been removed to make way for the above 

mentioned flour mill wall. The remaining area of cesspit fill (3400) measured 2.3m by 1m. This 

fill consisted of greyish brown clay with charcoal fragments, some sandstone rubble and some coal 

tar fragments in the upper levels.  

 

The fill was up to 600mm deep and contained substantial amounts of artefacts all the way through. 

It was excavated in 5 spits, with the first spit up to 200mm deep and the rest a uniform 100mm. 

Immediately underneath the fill was a layer of crushed sandstone, sandstone rubble and mortar-like 

sand (3404), relating to the construction period (Photo 2.14). The walls (3401) were made of 

sandstone, roughly worked to achieve courses and joints were bonded with very sandy brown shell 

mortar. Only the face side of the blocks was roughly dressed. The thickness of the walls was up to 

400mm depending on the block size and the courses varied in depth. The courses in the north wall 

were the most regular, ranging between 150mm and 250mm in height. There were six courses 

remaining in the northwest corner and only two courses in the southeast. Four seepage holes were 
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located in the remaining walls, two in the west wall, one in the western end of the south wall and 

one in the western end of the north wall, which leads to the assumption that there must have been 

eight in total. The seepage holes were in the bottom two courses of the walls and were 300mm to 

350mm high and 120mm to 200mm wide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2.13: Edward Street cesspit with fill still in place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2.14: Edward Street cesspit after removal of fill.  
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7.0 Trench 9 

This trench was dug on the 11th December 2003 in the asphalt drive way about 16.50m from the 

Edward Street boundary to establish the potential to test the cesspits behind the nineteenth century 

terraces in Alma Street which was once located along the south boundary of the site. The cesspits 

could not be exposed at this time because the current topography would have required removing 

vast quantities of fill to create a safe work environment. The work in this area was deferred to be 

carried out at a later date (see Trench 10). The trench was about 4m by 4m and up to 1.5m deep. 

The main features were a 600mm wide, east west running, machine-made brick wall from the flour 

mill period in the centre and some sandstock brick paving to the south of the wall. 

 

 

8.0 Trench 10 

This trench was opened to resume the excavations started in Trench 9 following stabilisation of the 

surrounding fill levels.  Work was carried out between the 9th February and the 13th February 

2004. A large east-west oriented area of about 16.40m by up to 4m was opened south of the flour 

mill wall uncovered in Trench 9 to expose the cesspits sitting on the boundaries of No. 31/33 Alma 

Street and No. 35/37 Alma Street (Photo 2.15). To open the trench part of the hillside to the south 

of the bitumen driveway had to be cut away and benched. All the material removed from the 

hillside was part of levelling fills (3411) for the flour mill. Bedrock appeared in the slope at 

approximately 4.90m AHD, about the level of the bitumen driveway. The cesspit walls were 

reached after the removal of another 1.5m of fill (3411), which consisted mainly of dark clayey 

material mixed with demolition debris and a very high metal content in the lower levels. The trench 

was bordered at the northeast and west by machine-made brick walls from the flour mill period and 

by an irregular bedrock face in the south. The cesspits had been built close to the bedrock face. 

Hand excavation was limited to basic cleaning because of strong petrochemical odours associated 

with the cesspit fills and the fills that were covering the surrounding areas. The cesspits were 

emptied by machine, the fill then sorted for finds.  

 

 
8.1 31/33 Alma Street Cesspit 

The removal of later installations, such as the thin cement slab and remains of the downpipes for 

toilet bowls as well as up to two courses of single skin sandstock brick walls (3407) revealed the 

sandstone walls of a rectangular cesspit (3409). A 1.5m long sandstone beam 170mm wide and 

about 250mm high was spanning the centre of the structure, providing a base for an above ground 

dividing wall. The blocks used were well-shaped, of different lengths but all with an identical 

rectangular profile of 250mm width and 350mm height and dark yellow in colour. There were 4 

courses in the north wall, up to 4 courses in the east and west walls and 2 courses in the south 

wall, where a bedrock ledge protruded into the structure. The maximum depth was 1.4m. No 

mortar appeared to have been used. There was a gap in the top course of the north wall, just east of 

the centre, which had been cut for an outlet pipe when the plumbing for the toilets was installed. 

Some sandstock brick paving (3410) could be observed to the south and north of the structure. The 

fill consisted of about 1.1m of crushed sandstone with some demolition debris and sand (3408) over 

an artefact rich layer of black sandy clay (3406), up to 300mm thick, which was sitting directly on 

bedrock. The internal area of the cesspit measured 2.3m by 1.05m. 
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Photo 2.15: Shared cesspit of 31/33 Alma Street. 

 

 

8.2 35/37 Alma Street Cesspit 

There was no evidence of the brick walls remaining and only debris of a cement floor and 

terracotta pipes (3412) relating to the later installed plumbing was found. Well shaped sandstone 

blocks (3409) were used in the west wall and in the upper courses of the other three walls. The 

blocks were picked, well shaped and rectangular, but of various sizes, between 300mm and 400mm 

wide and up to 350mm high. The rest of the masonry was made up of irregular blocks picked only 

on the face side. The east wall was two courses high and sitting on a bedrock ledge. The base of 

the cesspit was bedrock. As in the cesspit for 31/33 Alma Street there was a gap cut into the top 

course of the north wall just east of the centre for the installation of a sewer pipe. The maximum 

depth was 1.35m, with only a bottom layer of about 250mm of artefact yielding dark grey sandy 

clay (3414). The fill above was mainly sandstone rubble and sand (3413).  The internal 

measurements were 2.4m by 1.1m.   

 

 

9.0 Summary of Results 

 

Nos 66, 64 and 62 Union Street 

The footings of houses No. 64 and No. 66 were known to be the earliest structures in the area 

under investigation. They were built at the same time in the early 1840s with very similar layouts 

using the same materials. House No. 62 was built a few years later in 1859. The east wall of No. 

62 appears to have replaced the west wall of No. 64, probably as the original wall would not have 

been a load-bearing wall. Various small changes and alterations had taken place during the 

occupation of the houses at Nos 64 and 66 Union Street, such as the laying of a concrete surface in 

the yard area of No. 66 and the addition of the coal tar surface in the back room of No. 64, which 

would have removed any existing under floor deposits. The buildings were eventually demolished 

in the 1920s to make way for the flour mill. The demolition material was used as landfill on site. 
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Only part of the basement level of each house was uncovered during the excavation following the 

removal of demolition debris. The full area of the front rooms could not be excavated due to the 

need to retain the palm trees that bordered the southern edge of the study area. Rooms located at 

the rear of Nos 66 and 64 Union Street were more fully exposed, however the eastern extent of 

No. 66 Union Street was further impacted from construction of the flour mill.  

 

Underfloor deposits were recovered from the partially exposed front rooms at Nos 64 and 66 but 

the greatest concentration of artefacts was located in the northern half of the main excavation area. 

These rooms identified as the kitchens or areas immediately adjacent to the kitchen were found to 

contain the highest density of artefacts.  

 

Edward and Alma Street Cesspits 

Three double cesspits were exposed and excavated. The Edward Street cesspits were emptied by 

hand and the Alma Street cesspits by machine. Artefacts were retrieved from each cesspit however 

the greatest quantity of artefacts was recovered from the Edward Street cesspit fill.    


