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7.0 Phase 4 – Construction of Government House & Transformation of the 
Landscape c. 1840 to 1845 

 
Phase 4 is a short time frame of approximately five years during which a number of events are 
identified as likely to have happened.  The placing of some of the events in this Phase is based on 
historical evidence while others are considered as part of an early upgrading of facilities which 
happened during this time.  Some of the main events identified as being part of Phase 4 are:  
 

• Construction of the western and northern wall and the excavation of numerous garden beds 
behind the western wall.  

• Construction of the new underground drainage system in the Forecourt.  
• Burial of eastern extension of Road 2 and other eastern areas.  
• Burial of Road 1 which disappears from plan after 1845.  

 
7.1 Alterations to the Southern Forecourt  
 
7.1.1   Reconstruction of the stormwater system 
 
7.1.1.1 Underground brick stormwater drain  
At some early stage during the operation of the Forecourt the original sandstone-capped drain 
proved incapable of carrying the amounts of water required for the efficient working of the 
stormwater system.  The actual capacity of the sandstone-capped drain was too small and by the 
time the water was collected from the southern slope there was fair quantity of water flowing into 
the underground drain.  The sandstone drain had to carry both the stormwater from the Forecourt 
as well as that from the southern range of the Stables. It is likely this led to the overflow of water 
in the southwestern part of the stormwater drainage and flooded the entrance area of the Forecourt.  
This would have made access into the Forecourt and the Stables rather difficult.  
 
To remedy the inefficiencies of the original underground drain a new brick underground drain in 
the form of an ellipse (in section) was built.  Approximately 33 metres of this drain survived within 
the Forecourt (Map 7.1, Plans 2, 3, 4, Photos 6.15, 7.1).  In the western area (#744) it survived to 
the north of the 1917 footpath but evidence of it within the footpath was destroyed and therefore 
the method of linking this later drain into the original system in the southwest corner, which 
continued to operate, was unclear.  The western arm of this drain ran parallel to the western 
section of the earlier sandstone-capped drain (#864).  The underground drain crossed to the 
northern side of the Forecourt, to collect water from the pit (#730) in the northern dish (#748), it 
then sharply changed direction, making a v-shaped junction, to cross to the southeastern corner of 
the Forecourt (Plan 3, Photo 6.15).  An S-bend was built into the drain just before it terminated at 
the culvert, presumably to slow down the water flow just before the end of the drain (Photo 7.2) 
where it terminated at the culvert and spilled out stormwater to be carried away by the dish drain 
(#760) to the east.1  The underground drain also linked in with the eastern dish drain of Road 1 and 
its pit (#834) (Plans 4, 5, Photos 6.29, 7.2, 7.6).   

                                             
1 Suggestion about using the S-bend to slow down the flow of the water in the drain was from Peter Darling, 
Construction Manage, Walter Constructions. 
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Photo 7.1: View from roof of Conservatorium looking southeast showing the location of the 
underground brick drain. CP 25/20. 
 
 
 

Photo 7.2: S-bend of underground drain near where it terminates at the culvert. Scale 1m. CP 
35/18.  
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The dating of the construction of this drain is based on a limited set of evidence.  The backfill of 
the eastern arm of the drain contained three artefacts, two of which were sherds of lead-glazed 
earthenware which were made from the 1790s and a sherd of a green transfer-print plate with the 
‘Maltese Cross’ pattern which dates from c. 1830.  Also it has been suggested that the technology 
used in this drain was not used until the 1840s in England.2  In addition the sandstock brick fabric 
and mortar support such a date range.  Therefore this drain probably was constructed after c. 1830 
and most likely between c. 1840 and 1845.  A possible scenario was that it was built as part of the 
upgrading of the Stables and re-landscaping associated with the construction and occupation of the 
new Government House.  If there was flooding of the area near the entrance to the Stables this 
would have been essential in any extensive occupation and use of this building.    
 
The elliptical drainage system was probably used until the eastern area was buried by 1870, 
certainly during the 1860s.  It therefore operated for about 20 to 30 years. The raising of ground 
levels in the eastern area buried the outlet of this drain at the culvert and the eastern dish drain.  
The burial of this drain does not suggest that a stormwater problem did not continue to exist.  It is 
most likely that the burial of this drain required the construction of the extensive sandstone drain 
with rubble fill in the eastern area.   
 
The brick stormwater drain was but one of a sequence of drains that continued to operate within the 
Forecourt and road system during the nineteenth century.  It was an essential part of this system for 
20 to 30 years.  It illustrates the more significant stage of the use of the Stables once Government 
House was built and is only one of the many changes to its grounds to accommodate this newer 
occupation and increased staffing requirements.   
 
 
Removing the Drain 
As part of the development process most of the elliptical drain was removed in sections for storage 
offsite.  Part or all of this drain may have been utilized within the new development.  The junction 
of the drain was left in situ in Display 2 in the upper level of the Foyer.  To remove the drain it 
was sliced into sections approximately 1 m in length.  As part of this process, and to ensure its 
eventual success, a brick prototype was built to test the proposed lifting system.  To enable the 
skilled brick layer, Tyrone to reconstruct the drain, detailed study was made of the cuts of the 
drain near the junction in the northern side of the Forecourt as there was no clean section of the 
drain then visible.  The final analysis of his work was that the lower part of the drain was built like 
a dish drain, but with the bricks on edge. The bricks were wedged into clay packing to hold the 
base of the drain together, no mortar appears to have been used or if it was it had silted out over 
time and was replaced by drain silts.  Then when a section of the lower half of the drain was 
completed the top was added and the clay packing or backfill was built around it at the same time.  
The drain was never designed to be a free-standing structure.  Tyrone also suggested that to 
construct the upper section of the drain the builders probably used interior formwork (Photos 7.3, 
7.4, 7.5).   
 
Construction Details   
The drain was built by excavating the trench to the required depth and then preparing the base of 
the trench so that the bottom bricks for the drain could be wedged into the clay material and a dish 
drain formed.  Unlike the dish drains the bricks were wedged in on their edge rather than on the 
flat.  As with the surface dish drains no mortar appears to have been used between the bricks in the 
bottom of the drain.  As the arch of the top was built, clay material was placed around the sides of 
the drain and it is likely that interior formwork was used.  The formwork  would have been used in 
one section at a time and then knocked out before the next section was built.  The upper arch was 
built by laying a brick horizontal to the ground at the top of the bottom dish of the drain.  This  

                                             
2 Wong 1999.    
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Photo 7.3: Proposed method for constructing the underground brick drain using a structure to 
imitate the trench and sand to imitate clay packing. CP 37/18.  
 
 
 

Photo 7.4: In the centre of the base of the drain, brick formwork and sand were used to provide 
support for the upper half of the drain. Note the flat bricks used for the upper course of the base of 
the drain and the thick wedges of mortar. CP 37/22. 
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Photo 7.5: Segment W32 from the western arm of the drain showing the construction of the drain 
is not especially good. CP 52/39. 
 

 

Photo 7.6: Top of course 3 of the brick pit or gully trap beneath the stone grate which transferred 
stormwater into the underground drain (#737) and out through the culvert. CP 38/17.
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acted as a springing platform for the upper arch.  Large wedges of pale yellow shell mortar were 
used between the bricks in the arch to give it structural strength to bear the loads over the road.  
There appears to be limited keying in between the upper and lower sections of the drain.   
 
During inspection of the top of the drain, prior to using a machine to excavate the material away 
from the sides of the drain, it was noted that few of the bricks on the upper part of the drain, 
within each arch or ring, appeared to be keyed into the next arch or ring.  When the underground 
brick drain was cut into segments it soon became clear that the side bricks were used as the main 
keys between bands of brick and that the lower curve of bricks were offset to the upper curve of 
bricks (Elevations 4, 5, Photo 7.5).   
 
The base and upper part of the drain were composed of seven bricks each making a total of 14 
bricks per ring.  Working on four rings per metre this made more than 1848 flat sandstock bricks 
used in the construction of the surviving sections of the underground drain.  It has been suggested 
that the flat curve of the base of this drain was designed so that it would be self cleaning, in that 
the water washed silt away with it instead of leaving it sitting within the drain.3  This appears to 
agree with methodologies identified in Wong 1999.  
 
Measurements of the sections through the drain were taken from a number of segments (Elevations 
4, 5).  Segment W31 had an outer measurement of 525 mm x 450 mm while the inner section of 
the drain was 320 x 220 mm. Other outer horizontal width measurements were as large as 580 mm 
(E13) and as small as 500 mm (E21) and the others generally vary between these measurements. 
The vertical height of the outer measurements ranges between 430 (E21) to 510 mm (E19).  The 
inner dimensions of the drain void also vary with horizontal width ranges between 285 (W34) to 
350 mm (E13) with the vertical height from 185 (W38) to 280 mm (E7).   
 
The drain void was variously backfilled with a silty clay deposit or loumen.  The eastern end of the 
drain was filled up with the silt while other sections were usually at least half full.  The backfilling 
of this drain presumably happened when the eastern end, at the culvert and the eastern dish drain, 
was buried by fill layers, sometime during the 1860s.   
 
 
7.1.1.2 Culvert  
The eastern end of the underground drain, just past the S-bend, finished at a brick culvert (#755) or 
retaining wall where it spilled the water into the southern dish drain (Photos 6.25, 6.26, Plans 4, 
5, Elevations 1, 2).  The culvert was the finishing point of the underground stormwater drainage 
system.  The culvert retained a red sand deposit.  The culvert was rebuilt in its original location 
within the Conservatorium of Music foyer.   
 
Construction Details 
It was built of 8 courses of sandstock bricks with a thick yellow shell mortar and the top course of 
a sandstone slab.  The dimensions of the brick culvert were 890 x 800 x 350 mm (35 x 31.5 x 
14.75 in).  The oval opening of the elliptical drain where it exited the culvert had a vertical width 
of 260 mm (10.25 in) and a horizontal width of 320 mm (12.5 in).  The sandstock bricks used in 
the culvert were all flat and measured 230 x 110 x 70 mm.  The stone block used to cap the culvert 
was 840 x 44 x 10 mm (33 x 17.25 x 2.75 in).   
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
3 Suggested by John Malone, an engineer and the initial Conservatorium Redevelopment Project Manager.  
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7.1.1.3 Grate and Inlet  
A stone grate (#756) sat on top of a brick pit or sump (#834) which sat immediately behind the 
elliptical drain into which water from the eastern or lower gutter of Road 1 flowed (Photos 6.25, 
6.26, Plans 4, 5).  The pit sat on the back of elliptical drain which had a small opening to receive 
the water from the pit (Elevation 5).  The pit operated as a way of managing the change between 
the higher drain of Road 1 and the lower eastern extension of the southern drain.   
 
A remnant of a dish drain (#761) survived to the west of the culvert (Plan 5, Photo 6.26).  It 
consisted of part of four sandstock bricks aligned for stormwater to flow into the grate (#756).  
This was probably a way of removing the stormwater from Road 1 (Plan 44).  If the grate and inlet 
were linked to the lower dish drain of Road 1 the connection was destroyed by the work for Road 3 
and later services.  It also suggests that the elliptical drain system may be been operating during the 
life of Road 1, prior to its burial after 1845.  It is also possible that this section of drain was simply 
an extension of the southern dish-drain gutter which continued to operate up until 1917.  This drain 
remnant was isolated from its context to the west but was associated with the elliptical drains and 
the grate and inlet.  The grate and inlet pit was rebuilt in association with the culvert in their 
original location within the Conservatorium of Music foyer.   
 
Construction Details  
The grate (#756) was a square cut block, 460 mm (18 in) x 460 mm with a central square sump 
240 mm x 240 mm (9.5 in) and 5 squarish holes drilled through the stone (Photo 6.26).   
 
The water inlet (#834) underneath the grate was built from flat sandstock bricks with a mud 
mortar and some shell for lime.  It was approximately 740 mm (29 inches) long and about 460 mm 
wide (18 in) and 6 courses high 680 mm (26¾ inches) (Photo 7.6).  The stormwater was caught in 
a narrow pit, 20 mm (8 inches) x 130 mm (5 in), which entered the underground drain through a 
narrow void in the drain (#737, Elevation 5, Photo 40/25).  The cut (#845) for this pit was 
backfilled (#846) with mixed sands, some clay and sandstock brick fragments.  
 
The close association between the pit and the underground brick drain suggests they were built as 
part of the same drainage system and in conjunction with the culvert which was a component of the 
elliptical drain.   
 
 
7.1.1.4 Eastern Extension of the Southern Dish Drain  
The southern dish drain extended further to the east along the extension of Road 2 into the Royal 
Botanic Gardens (Plan 5, Photos 6.24, 6.30).  By the 1840s this dish drain (#760) was conencted 
into the lower (eastern) dish drain of Road 1 via a grate (#756) and pit (#834) into the underground 
elliptical drain (#737) which exited through the culvert (#755) which spilt water out at a lower level 
into this dish drain (Photo 6.25).  Further exposure of this drain to the east was discontinued as we 
encountered disturbance from the cutting of the railway line and most of the fabric of the drain had 
disappeared.  
 
The phasing of this drain is difficult.  The general interpretation is that this drain was necessary for 
the southern side of the eastern extension of Road 2 from the time it was built and therefore it was 
built as part of Phase 3.2.  Yet it is not considered likely that its use discontinued when that of the 
eastern extension of Road 2 was buried (#839).  While the roadway was covered over it is likely 
that this gutter was left exposed as it took all stormwater from the Forecourt.   
 
There are two sets of physical evidence for this interpretation.  A number of the bricks had been 
replaced in the dish drain and they were generally in better condition than some other bricks in 
other sections of the dish drains and the garden beds immediately adjacent to the south contained 
artefacts dating from the 1860s.  Yet we also know that by 1870 this area was definitely covered 
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over because of the historical photograph showing a young boy walking on Road 3, a later stage of 
an early pathway.  This photograph (Figure 2.28) shows no sign of the dish drain but may show 
the capping stone of the culvert the rest of which was buried.  By this time much of the eastern 
landscape was substantially altered by fill deposit (#736) (See Chapter 8.2).  
 
 
7.1.2   Raising ground levels to the east 
 
7.1.2.1   Burial of Road 2 
Other works in Phase 4 involved the burial of eastern extension of Road 2  (Map 7.1).  This part of 
Road 2 was not drawn on the 1845 plan (Figure 2.22).  The extensive deposit (#839/#740) that 
buried this area consisted of general landscape fill and red sands, as well as the 1930s roadway 
(#741).  This fill deposit was excavated by machine as a single deposit.  The eastern areas 
impacted by the railway tunnels do not form part of this analysis.  Photo 7.7 shows the removal of 
#839/#740 by a mini excavator.  The removal of this material exposed a range of early deposits 
associated with eastern extension of Road 2.   
 
Presumably this fill was used to bury the eastern extension of Road 2 when it was no longer 
necessary to have a road to Farm Cove or the Gardens that was accessible from the Stables 
Forecourt.  Access into the Gardens could now be obtained from Government House which had 
alternative routes into the Botanic Gardens and Farm Cove.  The eastern slope was steep and 
became low lying above marshy grounds in the Gardens perhaps making it difficult to maintain a 
road of any standard in this area (Figure 2.22).  The 1845 plan continues to show the slightly 
irregular track or path that also went from the southeastern end of the Forecourt and was to the the 
south of Road 2.   
 
The area to the south of the eastern extension of Road 2, containing the eastern extension of the 
southern dish drain and the garden beds, was buried by a layer of red sands and landscape fill 
(#736).  The burial of this area happened in Phase 5 (see Chapter 8.2 for detailed discussion).   
 
 
7.1.2.2   Area to East of Stables 
The ground levels to the east of the Stables had numerous impacts from later nineteenth-century 
structures and the raising of ground levels by the Gardens with the dumping of extensive deposits 
of landfill in damp areas.4     
 
In the area immediately to the east of the southeast corner of the Stables some exploratory work 
was undertaken after the removal of a red sand deposit #830 which was seen as contemporary with 
#740 and #839.  This material was not adjacent to the building but limited to the southern part of 
Area G.  The modern fill layer above this was #831.  It buried another earlier slope #835 and its 
fill #836 which appears to be contemporary with Slope 1 to the south and the slope near Road 3 
#779 and is part of Phase 3.2.  
 
 

                                             
4 DPWS, HS 1997, Annable Chapter 2 this report.  
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Photo 7.7: Excavation of fill layers (#839/740) above eastern extension of Road 2.  On the right 
adjacent to the gutter is the rubble-filled trench associated with the large sandstone cut drain cut 
during phase 5.  This trench was clearly cut through Road 2. Scale 1 m.  CP 22/3.  
 
 
 

Photo 7.8: Western terrace wall at Government House.  This is a retaining wall with metal posts 
and wire fencing on top. Scale 1 m.  CP 63/0. 

Drain cut and 
rubble fill 

Red gravels of Road 2 
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7.1.2.3   Burial of Road 1 
Road 1 was probably buried near the end of this phase.  While it appears on the 1845 historic plan 
it is not shown on any of the later plans (Figure 2.22).  The deposits used to bury this road were:  
 
• #678 – mid grey sand • #663 – black landscape material above rubble fill  
• #675 – black grey sand • #660 - red gravel deposit in dish drain #661 
• #679 – red gravel deposit in dish drain #676  

 

 678 663  Brief matrix of deposits 

 675   
 

    
 

 679 660   

 
 
 
7.2 Alterations to the Western Area 
The western area was monitored and aside from modern and early twentieth-century fill deposits 
there was a limited range of archaeological remains.  Most of the Phase 4 evidence related to the 
construction of the western wall and the excavation of garden beds within the perimeter of the wall.  
The works undertaken during Phase 4 were pivotal in the long-term landscaping and use of this 
area.  These Phase 4 changes related to the construction of a new Government House built between 
1838 and 1845.5  The relocation of the Governor’s residence from Bridge Street required a shift in 
focus from Sydney Cove and the site of the First Government House to Bennelong Point.  The 
main road into Government House was changed to go past the western side of the Stables.  As a 
result the  western area was landscaped to obscure much of the Stables building.  Specifically, a 
wall was built around the northern and western sides of the Stables and trees were planted by 1841 
(Figure 2.23) although by 1892 the western area was called a garden rather than a plantation 
(Figure 7.3).  
 
The archaeological remains from the western side provide evidence about the nature of the wall 
and how the use of this space changed following its construction.  It became an area with numerous 
rectangular garden beds.  More than 25 garden beds were found and all were regularly spaced, 
adjacent to each other, and excavated into the B-horizon or fill deposit to similar depths.  Many 
contained evidence of the disposal of rubbish, specifically household ash and incorporated broken 
artefacts, including pottery, glass, clay pipes, toys and animal bone (discussed in Chapter 8.5).   
 
 
7.2.1 Western Wall  
The western wall was part of a perimeter garden wall enclosing the western and much of the 
northern sides of the Stables.  This wall first appeared on plan in 1845 and was visible on a series 
of plans (1859, 1860, 1865) as late as 1892 and was shown in a number of Conrad Martens 
sketches from 1841 (Figures 2.23, 7.1, 7.3).  It was usually obscured in later illustrations by the 
trees planted around the outside of the Stables, such as in the Freeman Bros photo of 1859 (Figure 
7.2).  The 1892 plan describes the western wall as a ‘wire fence on stone’ (Figure 7.3).  The 
eastern part of the northern wall was a ‘fence on high wall’ and was probably 1500 to 1800 mm 
higher than the western wall.6  The western return of this wall, within the study area, was removed 
by 1893 (Figure 2.37).  This wall existed in the landscape for about 53 years.   
 
The wall extended around the western and northern of the Stables forming a boundary to a 
plantation of trees (perhaps reinforcing an existing copse), to partially screen the Stables from 

                                             
5 McGregor 1996.  
6 Observation by Barry McGregor.  
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direct view from the new Government House and from the drive to and from Government House.  
The wall and this plantation are part of the carefully contrived scheme of landscaping carried out in 
parallel with the construction of the new Government House, which included the western terrace to 
Government House, fenced enclosures for trees, roads and paths, all evident on the 1845 map and 
evidenced by the 1859 panorama from Government House tower.7  This wall and plantation 
provided the screen to allow for expansion from the Stables building out to the north and west for 
sheds, gardens and yards.   
 
It is most probable that this work was directed by Mortimer Lewis as part of his overall 
responsibility for the erection of Government House.  The landscape design was not carried out by 
Edward Blore, the architect of the house but was a locally conceived design by the Colonial 
Architect with, no doubt, advice from Governor Gipps and others.   
 
This second phase of the imposition of English landscape design sensibility on the Domain 
landscape is understated – all emphasis is usually with the first phase (the Macquaries c1812-20).  
The second phase starts with the siting of the house in 1836, commencement of construction in late 
1838, is shown in Martens’ sketches and paintings 1841-42 and is recorded on the 1845 map 
(Figures 2.22, 2.23).  It was a mastered landscape that transformed, shaped and buried the earlier 
constructed landscape of which little remained visible except for the Stables building, the forecourt 
(Road 2), the southern slope and part of the southeastern slope.   
 
 
 

Figure 7.1: ‘Gov’t Stables’,  northeastern corner of Stables wall.  Conrad Martens 1842. ML, Z 
PXC391.  
 
 
 

                                             
7 The following section is based on information provided by Barry McGregor who wrote the Conservation 
Plan for Government House, 1997 and is extracted from an addendum to the ACMP 1998.  
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Figure 7.2: Government Stables in 1859 with part of the new Government House in the left 
background.  Photo by Freeman Bros. taken from Governor Burke’s statute.  ML.  
 
 

Figure 7.3: 1892 plan of with the identification of the western wall as ‘wire fence on stone’. Water 
Board Survey, 1892. 
 
 
The extant western terrace at Government House provides us with useful comparative material for 
understanding the nature of this wall.  The western terrace is a low retaining wall with wire fence 
and iron posts with a moulded top (Photo 7.8).  The stones of the wall are squared, well jointed 

N
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with picked faces but only the occasional stone has any margins.  These are similar to the stones 
found in the Stables western wall but are more eroded through continued exposure to the elements.  
This wall is not particularly visible and its function in the landscape is to retain the western terrace 
rather than act as a major landscape element.   
 
The archaeological remains of the wall provides evidence of its fabric and dimensions and confirms 
its location within the grounds of the Government Stables.  While the reasons for the placement of 
this wall were most likely to screen the Stables from the view of the Governors’ passing carriage 
and provide a balanced design to the line of the western terrace, it also provided the human 
occupants of the stables with more privacy than perhaps previously available.  This wall also 
changed the vistas of the western side of the Government Stables although the planting of trees may 
have had more long-term impact on these vistas.   
 
Prior to the maturing of the western plantation of trees the whole of the western side of the 
building was an important picturesque element in the landscape as shown in a Martens painting 
View from the Window in 1842 (Figure 7.4).  In this painting the Stables provide a contrast to the 
dominance of the partly completed Government House to the north.  Once the western plantation 
matured there were few glimpses of the Stables from this perspective.  All this reinforced the 
dominance of the vice-regal residence in this vice-real landscape.   
 
Interpretation 
The wall footings provide evidence of how the construction of Government House altered the 
landscape dynamics of the Stables and its surrounding area.  They suggest a new stage in the life of 
the Stables with a new emphasis on its role with the removal of the Governor to Government 
House and the alteration of the Stables building to meet the additional requirements for 
accommodation of the Governor’s staff.  The significance lies in the nature of the structure and its 
visible impact on the site and how it helped to redefine the landscape of the site and the role of 
public engagement in this evolving landscape.  
 
Removal 
These stones were removed to allow for the excavation of the Conservatorium Library but a section 
of walling was rebuilt, using some of the original stones, to interpreted the position of this earlier 
wall in the landscape.  
 
Archaeological Evidence 
The remains of a wall (#961), mostly footing stones, were found running north-south across the 
middle of the western forecourt for approximately 40 m (Map 7.1, Plan 8.1-8.5, Photo 7.9, 
Elevation 6).   The stones were ashlar sandstone blocks with rubble sandstone packing along the 
eastern side of the footing stones (Photo 7.10).  The wall footing was founded on bedrock or shale.  
At the northern end the footing was 880 mm wide while towards the middle it narrowed to about 
600 mm. The southern section and part of the northern section footings were two courses high.  At 
the southern end the upper course was probably above ground level but this is not certain.  The 
upper course/s of this footing were not found during the archaeological work.  Presumably there 
was at least one more course as none of the surviving stones showed evidence for the attachment of 
the upper fence elements.  The northern section of the wall footing was approximately 900 mm 
below the level of the adjacent modern bitumen roadway.  There was no evidence for the return of 
this wall line to the east where it linked into the southwest corner of the Stables building (Plan 8.2) 
as the impacts from the modern road involved the cutting of this area down to bedrock.   
 
The northern section of a test trench shows the western faces of two courses of the wall (#961) and 
the associated deposits and cuts (Section 19, Photo 7.11).  The test trench contained no surviving 
A horizon as natural was cut down to the C horizon in front of the wall but B horizon gravels and 
sands were present immediately to the west.  Construction techniques probably involved the 



Chapter 7: 1840s Alterations 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe Associates            Conservatorium Site, 1998-2001 

210

excavation of a hollowed out trench (#960) down to clay/shale or rock, which was shallow in this 
area.  Then the western or public side of the wall was back filled.  The base deposit, in this 
section, was a dark brown loam (#979) sitting above bedrock.  This deposit contained 46 artefacts 
with a range of FROM dates between 1788 and 1858 but also one of 1890.  The artefact with the 
1890 manufacturing date joined another fragment in #969, a garden bed deposit.   
 
Deposit (#979) was buried under three other deposits.  Above it was a dark red sand (#978) 
(gravel) which extended beyond the immediate area of the wall and was found further to the west 
and south, although only limited parts of this area were excavated.  The smaller deposit (#977) 
appears to be ephemeral and probably filled in a dip in #978 adjacent to the wall.  These were all 
buried by the demolition/levelling deposit #976 discussed above.  The upper deposit (#976) was 
probably part of the demolition of the wall in Phase 5 and subsequent levelling and burial of this 
area and was more extensive than the other deposits to the west and was an event near the end of 
Phase 5, between 1892 and 1894.  Of the four contexts excavated from this test trench only #979 
had any artefacts.  This suggests that it was a deposit that was exposed for some time, allowing 
artefacts to collect in it.  Artefacts are also likely to accumulate against a wall in slightly lower 
ground.   
 
 

Figure 7.4: ‘View from the Window’ 1842, Conrad Martens. Painted for Sir George Gipps, 
Governor of New South Wales from the Rocks. Ellis 1994:34, ML ZDG 41.  
 
 
 
It is likely that #979 represented a remnant ground level to the west of the wall and that #978 
represented its rebuilding and #977 its repair and re-levelling.  As Photo 7.10 shows a red sand 
deposit was consistently adjacent to the western side of the wall and backfilled a trench (#960) cut 
into the natural C-horizon.  It is likely that this cut was the foundation trench for the wall and it 
was backfilled with red sandy gravels (#959/#979) which were occasionally rebuilt and repaired 
(#978, #977).   
 
To test the consistency of this stratigraphy to the south another test trench was excavated and 
different stratigraphy was found.  In this trench the stratigraphy contained the yellow sand deposit 
(#976) but it was above mottled grey and red sand with charcoal flecking (#986) which was above 
yellow to light brown sand which butted the wall (Photo 66/37).  The red sand deposit (#959/#978) 
was more consistent to the north (Photo 7.10) where it backfilled the footing trench (#960).  This 
suggests that there was some variation in the lower levels of the footing trench but it is most likely 
that context #979/#959 represented a ground level in relation to the western side of the wall.    
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Photo 7.9: (left) Looking north 
along top of the western wall 
showing position of two test 
trenches in the foreground.  One 
of the larger stones was 1200 x 
340 x 300 mm. Scale 1m. CP 
67/12.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 7.10 (below) Looking south 
along the top of the western wall 
footing with rubble packing to the 
east. Scale 1 m.  CP 61/1.   
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7.2.2 Western Garden Beds 
In the area behind the western wall, to its east, the remains of 30 garden beds were found and 
excavated.  In the matrix these numbers are not listed separately as there are too many numbers but 
they will be listed below in the discussion of the archaeological evidence (Chapter 8.5).   
 
Archaeological Evidence  
 
Eastern Group 
The largest group of the western garden beds were found above the top of the Phase 3.2 western 
drain (#875) along the western side of the building (Plans 8.1, 8.2, Photos 7.12, 7.13).  This 
group consisted of 22 different features and fill deposits, contexts #901 to #943, #876, under 
cleaning context #874.  Where the more complete form of these beds survived they were shallow 
rectangular trenches cut into natural yellow subsoil (B-horizon).  The dimension for the full cut 
ranged between 2500 to 2100 mm with the width between 340 to 700 mm with most being between 
550 to 650 mm.  The depth ranged between 0 to 150 mm with most about 100 mm deep.  The gap 
between the separate beds varied between 120, 150, 240 to as much as 400 mm.   
 
 
Middle Group 
Another group of garden beds were found further to the west.  Some were found during monitoring 
and were quickly recorded (Plan 20) while an associated group were adjacent to the western wall 
and were recorded in detail (Plan 8.5).  It is thought that these two groups were possibly two parts 
of the same features or beds.  The first group of features and fills were contexts #944 to #953 with 
the second group being #963 to #972.  The first group were cut into natural while the second group 
were cut into a redeposited sand and rubble deposit (#975).  The dating of this deposit (#975) is 
uncertain. It may have been some levelling work in this area associated with the Phase 4 works or 
it may associated with Phase 3.2 building of the landscape.  As it was associated with the eastern 
side of the western wall is more likely associated with Phase 4 works and it has therefore been 
placed in the matrix as part of Phase 4.   
 
The artefactual evidence and the garden deposits from these beds are discussed in detail in Phase 5, 
Chapter 8.5.   
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Photo 7.11: Looking eastwards at two courses of stone wall footing exposed by a test trench.  The 
northeastern section is drawn in Section 19.  Scale 1 m. CP 63/33.   
 
 
 

Photo 7.12: Looking south along the western side of the Stables.  Dark patches are the position of 
the deposit in the garden beds. Orange bricks indicates the position of the western drain which was 
beneath the garden beds.  Scale 1 m. CP 56/4.  
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Photo 7.13: Group of garden beds following excavation of fill. Only the shallow base of the drains 
remained cut into the sub soil. The beds were cut above the western drain #875.  Scale 1 m. CP 
58/1.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


