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Ceramics Report for 420-426 Pitt Street & 36-38 Campbell Street, Haymarket 
 
1.0       Introduction 
 
1.1 Background1

The excavation at 420-426 Pitt Street and 36-38 Campbell Street, Haymarket, was undertaken in 
March 2005.  The site study area formed an L-shape around the extant Chamberlain Hotel, situated 
on the corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets in Haymarket.  Impacts from the Hazell & Moore building 
and existing buildings at 420-426 Pitt Street meant that the archaeological excavation did not cover 
the whole of this L-shape, with the area investigated covering approximately 470 sq m. 
 
Early plans show the study area was situated immediately outside the early township of Sydney.  
However as early as March 1788 this area was used for brickmaking.  The study area is included in 
the original part of the brickfields which centred on the blocks between Campbell, Elizabeth, 
Goulburn and George Streets.  Brickmaking spread out from here as the clay resources were used up 
and the encroaching town made the land more attractive for commercial enterprises, such as markets.  
By 1822 Sydney town extended down to Liverpool Street and the street layout included the study 
area with Pitt and Castlereagh Streets extended southwards. 
 
After holding it by lease from 1823 the study area was granted to William Hutchinson in 1831.  
Hutchinson came to Australia as a convict in 1799 and was sent to Norfolk Island as a repeat 
offender.  On his return to Sydney he was appointed Principal Superintendent of Convicts and Public 
works by Governor Macquarie.  Hutchinson’s commercial activities included involvement in the 
establishment of the Bank of NSW, part owner of a flour mill at Waterloo, and considerable pastoral 
interests. 
 
By 1830 a house was built on the corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets, where the extant Chamberlain 
Hotel is located, and another building was situated at the northeast corner of the site, behind 36-38 
Campbell Street.  It is possible that this building is the stables and coach house shown on a later 1854 
plan.  This same 1854 plan shows the site had undertaken considerable development, with 
Hutchinson’s 1830s house now having steps leading from Pitt Street through a front garden and with 
more gardens to its immediate north.  The area of 36-38 Campbell Street features two stone houses, 
built in 1845, and at their rear, in the northeast section of the study area, are brick stables and a coach 
house.  The building located in the same area as this in the earlier 1830 plan was either demolished or 
altered.  By the 1880s Hutchinson’s house and gardens had become the Agricultural Hotel and 
associated billiard room, with a stables shed added along the northern boundary.  Between 1897 and 
1920 four brick houses were built at 420-426 Pitt Street, on land previously occupied by 
Hutchinson’s gardens and the Agricultural Hotel billiard room.  The Agricultural Hotel was 
demolished in the 1910s and the extant Chamberlain Hotel was built by 1920.  The stables area in the 
central and northeast corner of the site had also become occupied by a motor garage by 1920.  By 
c1921 the two stone houses at 36-38 Campbell Street were demolished for the Hazell & Moore 
building which cut into the site to make it level with Campbell Street 
 

 

The archaeological excavation had the potential to yield remains associated with the early brickfield 
period, remains of William Hutchinson’s house and associated gardens and stables, and two c1845 
stone houses with later overseas Chinese occupation.  Remains of the two c1845 houses, which 
fronted onto Campbell Street, had not survived the building impacts from the twentieth century, and 
the site was also heavily disturbed by the later motor garage which occupied a large portion of the 
site.  The archaeological remains investigated within the study area were therefore associated with 
the Pitt Street frontage only, with the recently demolished Hazell & Moore building at 36-38 

                                                      
 
1 Background information regarding the history and excavation of the site comes from Adams:2005 and Casey 
& Lowe:2003 
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Campbell Street destroying the two stone houses which had been there, along with any earlier 
archaeological remains, including evidence of the natural landscape within this area. 
 
No clear evidence was recovered that could be identified with the early brickfields, however evidence 
of site activity probably dating to a period prior to William Hutchinson’s usage of the area was found.  
Evidence of the stables area as well as footings of Hutchinson’s house were recovered, as was 
evidence of attempts to alleviate drainage problems in the area of the stables, both pre-dating and 
dating to their use, in association with quantities of lead-glazed ceramics.  A total of 56 context 
numbers were assigned to this excavation, numbering from 5201-5257. 
 
 
Phasing of the Excavation 
The site study area was divided into a series of seven phases which will be referred to during the 
report and these are listed below: 
 
Phase 1: Natural landscape. 
Phase 2: Aboriginal use of area. 
Phase 3: Brickfields, 1788-c1823. 
Phase 4: William Hutchinson ownership and occupation of large house, garden and stables, c1823-

1845. 
Phase 5: Agricultural Hotel and billiard room, building two terraces at 36-38 Campbell Street, 

building of four terraces at 420-426 Pitt Street, demolition of Agricultural Hotel, 1845-1920. 
Phase 6: Construction of Chamberlain Hotel and the motor garage, demolition of two terraces at 36-

38 Campbell Street, 1920-2003. 
Phase 7: Surface collection of artefacts and cleaning. 
 
 
1.2 Aims of Report 
Due to the heavily disturbed and truncated nature of the site the research questions outlined within 
the Excavation Permit Application pertaining directly to the category of ceramics were no longer 
feasible, with exception to the locally manufactured lead-glazed ceramics.2  The specific question 
raised in the Excavation Permit Application is however no longer relevant (4.2.iv), with research 
undertaken in relation to a number of recent Parramatta historical excavations identifying the locally 
manufactured wares in comparison with those imported from the United Kingdom.3

1.3 Methodology 

  The early 
locally manufactured wares discussed here will add to the information already gathered, especially on 
the shapes of items made and the variety of decoration.  Included within this discussion are the 
locally made slipped and self-slipped earthenwares. 
 
Although overseas Chinese were known to have occupied the site in the early 1900s, at 36-38 
Campbell Street, all archaeological evidence of the two stone terraces had been subsequently 
destroyed, along with any associated artefact-bearing deposits. 
 
 

The methodology used to catalogue the ceramics was developed by Dr Mary Casey.4

                                                      
 
2 Casey & Lowe 2004:4 
3 Excavations carried out by Casey & Lowe at Parramatta has comprised of detailed post-excavation analysis of 
the lead-glazed wares recovered, and included the sites of the Parramatta Children’s Court, George and Charles 
Streets, 109-113 George Street, and the Parramatta Justice Precinct.  Also once a draft of this report was written 
a report on a type series of lead-glazed and slipped earthenware has since been completed 
4 Casey, Mary 2004  ‘Falling through the cracks: method and practice at the CSR site, Pyrmont’, Australasian 
Historical Archaeology, 21: 27-43 

  The catalogue 
sheets used an individual catalogue number for each artefact entry (ceramics using numbers #37000-
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#37291); the context number where item found; the shape of the item (cup, plate, etc); the general 
function (food, alcohol, household, etc); the specific function (teaware, tableware, serving, etc); the 
fabric (stoneware, fine earthenware, etc); portion (whole, body, base, etc); decoration (Sponge, Salt 
Glaze, Blue Transfer Print, etc); pattern (“Asiatic Pheasants”, etc); country of manufacture; mark 
(ticked if basemark or inscription present); rim diameter (in mm); joins (context and catalogue 
number); item; fragments; weight; brief description (includes mark description and info on maker); 
from and to date, and the box number (final location of item for storage). 
 
The minimum item count (MIC) was ascertained both by the individual catalogue number and the 
item number.  Where items were too small to ascertain much more than perhaps just the decoration, 
these sherds were grouped together within the one entry and listed as being from at least one item (1 
MIC).  Items, which conjoined between contexts, were only entered once under the ‘item’ column to 
avoid doubling up on numbers, with the number of fragments entered in all cases. 
 
Although a ceramic type series was not undertaken, the methodology used includes a running pattern 
series that incorporates other sites excavated by Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd.  When a pattern could not be 
identified by name a number was assigned to it and this was used every time it was found on either 
this or other sites, or until the pattern name was identified and then it was replaced on the database 
(ie, Blue Transfer Print 39).  This number appears on the catalogue sheets under ‘pattern’.  The 
coding used during the cataloguing of the lead-glazed and self-slipped earthenware was also included 
within the field of ‘pattern’.  For the lead-glazed wares the individual vessels were identified by the 
colour of the glaze and then a unique vessel number, for example a brown lead-glazed pot was 
identified as ‘B1’ within the ‘pattern’ field (#37107) and the next brown lead-glazed identified item, 
here a pan-1 shape (#37108), was entered as ‘B2’ within the ‘pattern’ field.  Other coloured glazes 
were treated the same way, such as Y for yellow, with consecutive running numbers within that 
colour range.  The self-slipped earthenwares were treated in a similar way, identified as ‘SS’ within 
the ‘pattern’ field.  These self-slipped wares were not however divided up by the colour of the slip, 
instead they were identified by individual shape and then given consecutive numbers, such as ‘SS1’, 
‘SS2’, ‘SS3’, etc.  Differences in the colour of the slips were noted within the ‘brief description’ 
field.  For example a self-slipped pan-1 shape was identified as ‘SS1’ within the ‘pattern’ field, with 
the fabric and slip identified as having a biscuit colour (#337110), whereas a self-slipped bowl was 
identified as ‘SS2’ within the ‘pattern’ field, with the fabric and slip noted as being orange within the 
‘brief description’ field (#37134). 
 
 
1.4 Authorship 
Rowan Ward wrote the substance of this report.  It was reviewed by Dr Mary Casey. 
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2.0 Discussion / Overview 
 
2.1 Discussion/ Overview 
A total of 620 ceramic sherds were recovered from across the site, reflecting a minimum item count 
total of 299 individual items.  These 299 MIC ceramics were found in 16 individual contexts (Table 
2.1).5

Context 

 
 

MIC % Frags % 
5203 23 7.7 42 6.8 
5209 6 2.0 7 1.1 
5210 3 1.0 3 0.5 
5211 12 4.0 15 2.4 
5213 10 3.3 12 1.9 
5215 15 5.0 76 12.2 
5232 6 2.0 14 2.2 
5234 33 11.0 44 7.1 
5235 24 8.0 32 5.1 
5239 77 25.7 190 30.6 
5242 5 1.7 6 1.0 
5243 3 1.0 3 0.5 
5246 23 7.7 49 7.9 
5247 3 1.0 4 0.6 
5248 52 17.4 119 19.2 
5250 4 1.3 4 0.6 

 299 99.8 620 99.7 
Table 2.1: Ceramics in individual contexts 

 
Just 2 MIC ceramics out of the total 299 MIC are complete items, with both being salt-glazed 
stoneware penny ink bottles (5209/#37077, 5211/#37080).  Both were located within the western 
area of the site, in an area used as gardens during Hutchinson’s occupation of the house (Phase 4).  
Context 5209 was a fine sandy silt fill, between 100 to 600mm deep, and appeared to be an 
introduced fill brought onto site in association with the use of this area as gardens and to level the 
area.  The fill was mixed and reflected a disturbance commonly associated with gardening activities.  
Context 5211 was the fill within a semi-circular pit cut (5212).  This pit was cut by the sandstone 
footings belonging to Hutchinson’s house and was stratigraphically the earliest feature from this area 
of the site.  The ceramics recovered from the half sectioned fill 5211 indicates contamination of the 
feature, with 2 MIC ceramics suggesting a post-1860s date, these being a purple transfer-printed 
“Cable” pattern cup (#37016), and a semi-vitreous fine earthenware white-glazed and moulded 
“Forget-Me-Not” pattern saucer (#37018). 
 
Of the 16 contexts found to feature ceramics just six contain quantities of any consequence – 5203 
(23 MIC), 5234 (33 MIC), 5235 (24 MIC), 5239 (77 MIC), 5246 (23 MIC) and 5248 (52 MIC).  
These six contexts together contain a total of 232 MIC ceramics, representing 77.6 per cent of the 
total number of ceramics found, with the remaining 67 MIC ceramics spread between the remaining 
10 contexts and representing 22.4 per cent of the ceramic assemblage. 
 
The main contexts are: 

• Context 5203 - Phase 7 - general cleanup in northeast corner 
• Context 5234 - Phase 4 - fill of a large circular cut 5233 and cut by a service trench 
• Context 5235 - Phase 6 - service trench running n-s and cuts 5233/5234 
• Context 5239 - Phase 5 - compact imported fill used to alleviate drainage issues 

                                                      
 
5 Information regarding all contexts provided by Adams:2005 
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• Context 5246 - Phase 5 - compact imported fill used to alleviate drainage issues 
• Context 5248 – Phase 4/5 – fill of drainage channel 5249 

 
Context 5203 is the number assigned to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast area of the site and 
the 23 MIC ceramics recovered here reflect the very mixed nature of this context (Phase 7), with 
decorative types represented including lead-glazed and self-slipped earthenware, blue hand-painted 
Chinese export porcelain, salt-glazed stoneware, creamware, whiteware, banded ware, green transfer 
print, and the blue transfer-printed patterns of “Willow” and “Asiatic Pheasants”. 
 
Context 5234 is the fill within pit cut 5233, located in the western part of the site, behind 
Hutchinson’s house, and is one of many features identified here that are believed to possibly relate to 
the areas use as gardens (Phase 4).  The 33 MIC ceramics recovered from this fill are generally 
indicative of a mid nineteenth-century assemblage, with the range including lead-glazed earthenware, 
blue hand-painted Chinese export porcelain and glazed fine stoneware, salt-glazed stoneware, 
creamware, whiteware, sprigged bone china, blue flow, brown transfer print, green transfer print, the 
commonly found identified blue transfer-printed patterns of “Rhine”, “Asiatic Pheasants”, “Willow”, 
and “Japan Flowers”, and the identified black transfer-printed patterns of “Fibre” and “Ceres”.  The 
presence of the “Ceres” pattern plate in the fill (#37047), dating between 1897 to 1904, suggests 
there may have been some contamination of the deposit because by the time this pattern was first 
produced the Agricultural Hotel billiard room was located in the area of Hutchinson’s gardens, and 
this was then followed by the construction of four houses at 420-426 Pitt Street, between 1897 and 
1920.6

                                                      
 
6 “Ceres” pattern attributed to the Pilkington Tile & Pottery Co, Lancashire (Erskine 2003:37) 

  This pit was cut by the later service trench 5235 so contamination of the fill is highly likely, 
and indeed the “Fibre” pattern saucer has conjoining sherds between this pit fill and that of the 
service trench (#37046/#37056). 
 
Context 5235 is a service trench probably associated with the motor garage (Phase 6).  The 24 MIC 
ceramics relating to this trench are also mostly indicative of the mid-nineteenth century, with blue 
hand-painted Chinese export porcelain, creamware, white-glazed bone china, yellow ware, salt-
glazed stoneware, blue flow, brown transfer print, black transfer print (including the “Fibre” pattern 
saucer), and blue transfer print (including the popular “Willow”, “Asiatic Pheasants” and “Albion” 
patterns), all being present. 
 
Contexts 5239 and 5246 are two out of four fill deposits that were probably used to alleviate drainage 
issues in the central part of the site (the other two fills being 5242 and 5243).  The fills contain 
various artefacts, including ceramics, that would aid in drainage, with fills 5239 (77 MIC), and 5246 
(23 MIC) featuring the most ceramics.  The fills, including 5242 and 5243, appear to belong to the 
one event, were c100mm deep and collectively covered a linear area of approximately 4 metres x 1 
metre.  The fill was brought onto site from elsewhere to fill the various depressions that had been 
caused by water draining across the site, with the fill deposits believed to post-date the construction 
of Hutchinson’s stables.  The stables continued to be used in association with the Agricultural Hotel 
and may have been reconfigured and altered during the hotels use of this area.  The 77 MIC ceramics 
from fill 5239 and the 23 MIC ceramics from fill 5246 are dominated by the presence of locally 
manufactured lead-glazed, slipped and self-slipped earthenware.  Context 5239 contains 1 MIC each 
of edgeware pearlware, plain pearlware, and blue hand-painted Chinese fine stoneware, with the 
remaining 74 MIC ceramics being lead-glazed, slipped and self-slipped wares.  Context 5246 
features 1 MIC each of creamware and blue transfer-printed pearlware, with the remaining 21 MIC 
being lead-glazed and self-slipped.  The very high proportion of early locally manufactured wares, 
coupled with the imported ceramics all associated with the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries, indicates that the artefacts in these fills are earlier than those found in the other fills 
discussed above. 
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Context 5248, containing 52 MIC ceramics, is the fill in drainage channel 5249.  This channel may 
represent the earliest on site evidence for drainage, being superseded by the four fills mentioned 
above (5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243), and glazed stormwater pipes.  According to Adams, the base of 
the fill 5248 was a softer sandy silt with fewer inclusions and is thought to represent the original 
filling of the channel during its use as a drain, whereas the upper part of fill 5248 appeared to be later 
and possibly relates to the later filling event of 5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243.7

Country of Manufacture 

  The 52 MIC ceramics 
catalogued from 5248 are very alike to those found in the drainage fills of 5239 and 5246, with just 
the 1 MIC of each representing imported creamware, blue transfer-printed pearlware, and blue hand-
painted Chinese fine stoneware, with the locally manufactured self-slipped (5 MIC), slipped (7 MIC), 
and lead-glazed earthenware prevailing (37 MIC). 
 
Basemarks and Country of Manufacture 
No basemarks were recovered on any of the 299 MIC ceramics and the majority of the ceramics 
recovered are of early local manufacture (193 MIC), in the form of lead-glazed, slipped and self-
slipped earthenware. Ceramics manufactured overseas and imported into Australia were also found, 
with a small number also identified during cataloguing as being of possibly either local or overseas 
manufacture (Table 2.2). 
 

MIC % 
Australia 193 64.5 

China 10 3.3 
United Kingdom 82 27.4 

United Kingdom / Australia 13 4.3 
United Kingdom / Australia / United States 1 0.3 

 299 99.8 
Table 2.2: Ceramics Country of Manufacture 

 
 
The 13 MIC ceramics identified during cataloguing as being manufactured in the United 
Kingdom/Australia are all unmarked salt-glazed stoneware bottles and jars (#37076-#37088), dating 
between c1830 to c1930.  All but two are represented by sherds, the exceptions being the 2 MIC 
whole penny ink bottles already mentioned above.  The 1 MIC ceramic catalogued with the United 
Kingdom/Australia/United States as being possible manufacturing locations is a fine earthenware 
yellow ware pie dish (#37054), dating from c1830+. 
 
Chinese Ceramics 
The 10 MIC ceramics identified as being of Chinese manufacture, and dating from c1790+, are either 
blue hand-painted export porcelain, blue hand-painted fine stoneware, or glazed fine stoneware 
(#37089-#37098).  The 7 MIC blue hand-painted porcelain items comprise of unidentified body 
shreds (2 MIC), a bowl (1 MIC), ginger jars (3 MIC), and a “Canton” pattern plate (1 MIC).  The 
identified “Canton” pattern plate, dating between c1790 to c1850, was found in context 5215, the fill 
of a large semi-circular pit located in the northwest of the site (5214).  The pit is thought to relate to 
the use of this area as gardens behind Hutchinson’s house (Phase 4), and also contained 13 MIC 
locally manufactured lead-glazed wares (73 sherds).  The “Canton” pattern was made specifically for 
export to overseas western markets and was not designed for domestic Chinese consumption. 
 
The 1 MIC Chinese glazed fine stoneware item is a brown-glazed body sherd identified as belonging 
to a container of some sort, probably food-related (#37094).  This item belongs to the ware type 
commonly identified as ‘provincial ware’ and is usually associated with the overseas Chinese and 
seen as evidence of their occupation on a site, predominantly because the shapes of this ware type are 
associated with foods that were popular with the Chinese palate rather than European tastes and are 
documented on sites occupied by the overseas Chinese in Australia, New Zealand and the United 

                                                      
 
7 2005:20 
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States.8  This ware, featuring a distinctive dark brown glaze, was made in a variety of shapes and 
held a range of foods including soy sauce, sweetened black vinegar, black molasses, preserved eggs, 
bean curd, pickled vegetables, salted radish, pickled lemons, salted garlic, salted onion, shrimp paste, 
sweet gherkins and sweet bean paste.9

The 2 MIC blue hand-painted fine stoneware Chinese bowls recovered on site are also of a type 
commonly associated with overseas Chinese occupation on a site, known as ‘kitchen ch’ing’ ware 
(#37097 and #37098).  The term ‘kitchen ch’ing’ is used to describe the category of common 
nineteenth-century Chinese ceramics, of both porcelain and stoneware fabric, decorated in 
underglaze blue hand painting and commonly associated with bowls and dishes.

  The context that this particular container sherd was recovered 
from, context 5234, is the fill within a large circular cut pit (5233), located in the western part of the 
site and again thought to relate to the use of the area as gardens behind Hutchinson’s house (Phase 4).  
Although Chinese tenants are known to have resided at 36-38 Campbell Street in the early twentieth-
century, no overseas Chinese have been documented as occupying any part of the study area prior to 
this. 
 

10

Kitchen ch’ing was not however restricted to sites of only overseas Chinese occupation.

  The thicker and 
heavier potted fabric made them ideally suited to daily use and they have been found on many 
archaeological sites connected to nineteenth-century Chinese occupation throughout Southeast Asia, 
Australia, New Zealand and America. 
 

11  These 
hardy wares are also found in association with European households.  The colour of the hand-painted 
motif varies between a crisp blue through to a grey-blue with the glaze often also being a bluish grey.  
The 2 MIC bowls identified here both feature the remains of bluish-grey underglaze hand painting on 
the cavetto, have rim diameters of 180mm, and have both been catalogued with the function of 
tableware.  One of the bowls also features the remains of a circular unglazed ‘biscuited band’ on the 
lower part of the cavetto, acting as a type of border between it and the base (#37098).  This ‘biscuited 
band’ is an identifying feature often found on stoneware ‘kitchen ch’ing’ bowls and dishes.12

The 82 MIC ceramics identified as being manufactured in the United Kingdom are represented here 
by fine earthenware, semi-vitreous fine earthenware, and bone china fabrics combined with a range 
of decorative types and in a number of identified patterns (in transfer prints, moulded semi-vitreous 
fine earthenware, and moulded whiteware).  The decorative range represented here includes banded, 
blue flow, transfer prints (blue, black, brown, green and purple), blue transfer-printed pearlware, 

   
 
Both of the ‘kitchen ch’ing’ bowls were recovered from drainage-related contexts. Context 5239 is 
one of four fills used to alleviate drainage issues in the central area of the site and which had been 
brought onto site from elsewhere.  These four fill deposits are thought to post-date the construction of 
Hutchinson’s stable buildings.  Context 5248 is the fill within a drainage channel that may represent 
the earliest evidence on site for drainage (5249), and was superseded by the four rubble-like fills, of 
which 5239 is one, and glazed stormwater pipes.  The upper part of fill 5248 is very similar to that of 
5239 and is thought to perhaps relate to the same filling event. 
 
The presence of the 3 MIC blue hand-painted porcelain ginger jars can also not be seen as evidence 
of Chinese occupation, as both the contents and the jars themselves were popular within European 
households.  Four sherds from 1 MIC jar were found in context 5234 (#37093), the same pit fill 
containing the earlier discussed brown-glazed ’provincial ware’ container sherd.  The remaining 2 
MIC ginger jars were found in context 5235 (#37095 and #37096), a service trench believed to be 
associated with the 1920s motor garage. 
 
United Kingdom 

                                                      
 
8 Muir 2003:43 
9 Muir 2003:44-45, Wegars 1993:44-45 and Wilton 2004:79 
10 Willetts 1981:49-94 
11 For example, the Parramatta Children’s Court site also had ‘kitchen ch’ing’ wares in the ceramic assemblage 
12 Willetts 1981:81-85 
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creamware, edgeware pearlware, plain pearlware, sprigged, white-glazed bone china, white-glazed 
and moulded semi-vitreous fine earthenware, whiteware, and moulded whiteware (see also Table 
2.3).  A total of 25 MIC ceramics feature identified patterns, with 10 individual patterns recognized, 
all commonly found on historical excavations.  The majority of these identified patterns are in 
transfer print, and include “Willow” (12 MIC), “Asiatic Pheasants” (4 MIC), “Fibre” (2 MIC), 
“Albion” (1 MIC), “Cable” (1 MIC), “Ceres” (1 MIC), “Japan Flowers” (1 MIC), and “Rhine” (1 
MIC). The two identified patterns not in transfer print are the white-glazed and moulded semi-
vitreous fine earthenware “Forget-Me-Not” pattern (1 MIC), and the moulded whiteware “Flower 
Garden Border” pattern (1 MIC).  These 10 patterns are generally representative of the mid 
nineteenth-century, with just two patterns beginning production in the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century, the “Flower Garden Border” pattern (1880+), and the “Ceres” pattern (1897-1904). 
 
A total of 23 ceramic types were recovered from the site, with the early locally manufactured lead-
glazed ware dominating the assemblage, represented here by 164 MIC, 55 per cent of the entire 
ceramic assemblage (Table 2.3). 
 
 

Decoration MIC % Frags % 
banded 1 0.3 1 0.1 
bl flow 8 2.7 9 1.4 
bl hp 9 3.0 19 3.0 
blktp 3 1.0 5 0.8 
bltp 33 11.0 43 7.0 

bltp pearl 4 1.3 4 0.6 
brntp 5 1.7 6 1.0 

cream w 10 3.3 10 1.6 
edge w pearl 1 0.3 1 0.1 

glazed 1 0.3 1 0.1 
grntp 3 1.0 3 0.5 

lead gl 164 55.0 437 70.5 
pearl 1 0.3 1 0.1 
ppl tp 1 0.3 2 0.3 
salt gl 13 4.3 14 2.2 

selfslip 16 5.3 31 5.0 
slip 13 4.3 17 2.7 

sprig 1 0.3 1 0.1 
wgl 2 0.6 2 0.3 

wgl mou 3 1.0 5 0.8 
ww 5 1.7 6 1.0 

ww mou 1 0.3 1 0.1 
yellow ware 1 0.3 1 0.1 

 299 99.6 620 99.4 
Table 2.3: Range of decorative types recovered 

 
The early locally manufactured wares of self-slipped (16 MIC) and slipped (13 MIC) earthenware 
are, by contrast, found in far fewer numbers, representing a combined total of just 9.6 per cent of the 
total.  The lead-glazed, self-slipped and slipped earthenware are discussed in detail in the following 
section (Section 3.0). 
 
With the locally manufactured wares of lead-glazed, self-slipped and slipped earthenware 
representing 64.6 per cent of the total ceramic decorative range recovered here, on a combined total 
of 193 MIC ceramics, the remaining 20 decorative types are all in fairly low numbers.  Blue transfer 
print is the most commonly found after the lead glaze, found with 33 MIC ceramics (11%), with 
transfer prints in other colours, including blue transfer-printed pearlware, all represented by single 
digit numbers. 
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2.2 Conjoins 
Just a single ceramic item was found to have conjoining sherds between contexts, this being a fine 
earthenware black transfer-printed saucer in the popular “Fibre” pattern, dating from c1830+ 
(#37046/#37056).  The three conjoining sherds were recovered in context 5234 and context 5235, 
with context 5235 being a service trench that cut feature 5233, containing fill 5234.  Feature 5233 is a 
large circular pit with vertical sides and flat base, a diameter of 1600mm and a depth of between 350-
380mm.  It is just one of a number of cut features identified in the western area of the site that are 
thought to possibly date to the use of the area behind Hutchinson’s house as gardens (Phase 4).  All 
these features were planned and recorded, however because of time constraints and the shallow 
nature of many of them, only a few were excavated. 
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3.0 Lead-glazed Pottery 
 
3.1 Introduction 
Lead-glazed earthenwares are usually associated with sites dating from the earliest days of European 
settlement in Australia.  From first settlement pottery for everyday use was needed and the early 
establishment of local brickmaking manufactories at Sydney’s Brickfields included pottery 
production as well.  The site at 420-426 Pitt Street and 36-38 Campbell Street, Haymarket, is located 
in the heart of the original part of the Brickfields which centred on the blocks between Campbell, 
Elizabeth, Goulburn and George Streets.  Brickmaking was an important component to the successful 
establishment of the European colony in New South Wales because without their ongoing local 
production settlement would have been severely handicapped. 
 
By 1791-92 Lieutenant King noted that a pottery had been established and was producing unglazed 
wares (slipped and self-slipped), due to the lack of local iron ores for glazes.13  This absence of ore to 
produce glazes, coupled with the overwhelming demand for bricks within the colony to provide 
much needed shelter for the inhabitants, meant that the focus was on brickmaking rather than pottery 
production - adequate shelter was more important.  By the beginning of the nineteenth century, once 
the colony had established a slightly firmer foothold, several potteries had established themselves 
within the immediate vicinity of Brickfield Hill.14

The importation of glazes or oxides no doubt provided a boost to the local pottery industry and by the 
early 1800s Samuel Skinner was making glazed domestic pottery at his small pottery located in Pitt’s 
Row (Street), Sydney.  Skinner is an important figure within the history of local pottery manufacture 
in the colony because he was the first to be acknowledged as a successful maker of domestic pottery 
and established his pottery under the patronage of Governor King.

 
 

15  Pottery production remained 
fairly spasmodic during the early years however by 1824 there were 14 potters listed as operating in 
Sydney, although potters could also be brick makers.16  Jonathon Leak and John Moreton established 
successful potteries in the 1820s, and between the 1830s and 1850s other potters also successfully 
found a market for their wares, including Thomas Field and Enoch Fowler.17

Potteries around Brickfield Hill were ideally located not only because of their easy access to suitable 
clays but also because transport to outer lying settlements, such as Parramatta, was close at hand via 
the proximity of the main road west. No written historical documentation or archaeological 
investigation has suggested that any potteries existed at Parramatta, however brickmaking and 
roofing tile production was undertaken in the area - in what is now Parramatta Park and in North 
Parramatta.

 
 

18

                                                      
 
13 Casey 1999:5 
14 Casey 1999:5 
15 Casey 1999:7 
16 Casey 1999:8 
17 Ford 1998:68,72,99,116 
18 Stocks 2008 

  Brickfield Hill was also ideally located within easy access to Sydney Cove, not only 
supplying the local population with goods but also allowing access to the port and the shipping of 
wares further afield. 
 
A total of 193 MIC ceramics are identified here as being locally manufactured wares, including lead-
glazed, self-slipped and slipped earthenware (Table 3.1).  Lead-glazed earthenware, in both fine and 
coarse fabric, is the most dominant of the locally manufactured wares, represented by 164 MIC 
ceramics.  These lead-glazed items are comprised of 437 sherds, while the 16 MIC self-slipped wares 
are comprised of 31 sherds, and the 13 MIC slipped earthenwares comprise a total of 17 sherds.  Out 
of the total number of ceramics found across the study area, 299 MIC, the 164 MIC lead-glazed items 
represent over half of the total range of decorative types recovered on the site, at 55 per cent. 
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Decoration MIC % 
selfslip 16 8.3 

slip 13 6.7 
lead gl 164 85.0 

 193 100 
Table 3.1: Locally manufactured earthenware 

 
The overall majority of the 193 MIC locally manufactured wares are very fragmentary in form, with 
portion size being too small to identify the actual vessel shape.  These small sherds were thus 
catalogued as being either unidentified body or base sherds.  A small percentage of the items were 
however able to be identified, 65 MIC in total (33.6%), and of these 25 MIC featured enough of a 
profile to be drawn.  The identified items include 60 MIC lead-glazed and 5 MIC self-slipped wares, 
with the drawn items made up of 22 MIC lead-glazed wares and the remaining 3 MIC being self-
slipped wares, with all 25 MIC included as part of an on-going type series of shapes.19

Context 

 
 
With the entire ceramic assemblage of 299 MIC items recovered within a total of 16 contexts, the 
193 MIC locally manufactured earthenware items were recovered in 14 out of these 16 contexts, with 
most being found in just three contexts, 5239, 5246 and 5248 (Table 3.2). 
 

MIC % No Frags % 
5203 12 6.2 31 6.3 
5210 1 0.5 1 0.2 
5211 5 2.6 5 1.0 
5213 1 0.5 1 0.2 
5215 13 6.7 73 15.0 
5232 4 2.0 12 2.4 
5234 2 1.0 2 0.4 
5239 74 38.3 189 39.0 
5242 3 1.5 4 0.8 
5243 3 1.5 3 0.6 
5246 21 11.0 47 9.6 
5247 2 1.0 3 0.6 
5248 49 25.4 113 23.2 
5250 3 1.5 3 0.6 

 193 99.7 487 99.9 
Table 3.2: Contexts with lead-glazed, self-slipped and slipped earthenware 

 
The three contexts of 5239, 5246 and 5248 have a combined total of 144 MIC, representing 74.6 per 
cent of the total number of locally made ceramics recovered on site.  Contexts 5239 and 5246 are two 
of the fill deposits brought onto site from elsewhere to help with drainage in the central part of the 
site, post-dating the construction of William Hutchinson’s stables (Phase 5).  Context 5248 is the fill 
in an early drainage channel that was then superseded by the drainage fills of 5239 and 5246 (as well 
as 5242 and 5243).  Although the base of fill 5248 is thought to represent the original fill of the 
channel which occurred during its use as a drain, the upper part of this fill is thought to be later, 
possibly being part of the same event that saw fills 5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243 brought on site.  As 
stated earlier in this report the ceramics catalogued from context 5248 are comparable to those 
recovered in fills 5239 and 5246. 
 
 
3.2 Lead-glazed Wares on Site 
The 164 MIC lead-glazed earthenware ceramics were identified across the site within a total of 13 
contexts, with the majority consisting of very fragmentary unidentified body or flat base sherds.  
Typically the lead glaze was found in small numbers, with the three contexts of 5239, 5246 and 5248 
being the only ones containing numbers of any consequence (Table 3.3). 

                                                      
 
19 See Appendix 1 
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Context MIC % No Frags % 
5203 11 6.7  30 6.8  
5210 1 0.6  1 0.2  
5211 5 3.0  5 1.1  
5213 1 0.6  1 0.2  
5215 13 7.9  73 16.6  
5234 2 1.2  2 0.5  
5239 66 40.2  181 41.2  
5242 3 1.8  4 0.9  
5243 2 1.2  2 0.5  
5246 19 11.6  38 8.7  
5247 1 0.6  2 0.5  
5248 37 22.6  97 22.1  
5250 3 1.8  3 0.7  

 164 99.8 439 100 
Table 3.3: Contexts containing lead glaze earthenware 

 
Context 5239 features by far the most number of lead-glazed wares, with the 66 MIC recovered 
representing 40.2 per cent of the total.  As mentioned above, this context is a deposit brought onto the 
site to assist with drainage in the central part of the site (Phase 5).  Over half of the 66 MIC is 
comprised of fragmentary unidentified body or flat base sherds, in both fine and coarse earthenware 
(36 MIC), with the remaining 30 MIC representing a range of nine identified shapes including pan-1 
(18 MIC), pot (3 MIC), bowl (2 MIC), drainer (2 MIC), container (1 MIC), drainer/colander (1 MIC), 
jar (1 MIC), plate (1 MIC), and saucer (1 MIC).  Detailed discussion of all the identified shapes 
within the entire lead-glazed ware will occur in relation to Table 3.5. 
 
Context 5248 contains the second highest number of lead-glazed items, with the 37 MIC recovered 
representing 22.6 per cent of the total.  This fill is within a drainage channel, with the lower part of 
the fill thought to possibly relate to the early use of the channel, while the upper part is believed to be 
later and possibly part of the same event that saw fills 5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243 introduced onto 
site (Phase 5).  Just under three quarters of the 37 MIC is once again comprised of fragmentary 
unidentified body or flat base sherds, in both fine and coarse earthenware (27 MIC), with the 
remaining 10 MIC representing four identified shapes including pan-1 (5 MIC), pot (3 MIC), bowl (1 
MIC), and dish (1 MIC). 
 
Context 5246 contains 19 MIC lead-glazed items, representing 11.6 per cent of the total.  This fill, 
like that of context 5234, was imported onto the site to help alleviate drainage problems in the central 
area of the site (Phase 5).  Once again over half of the 19 MIC wares is dominated by the 
fragmentary unidentified body or flat base sherds, in both fine and coarse earthenware (13 MIC), 
with the remaining 6 MIC represented by three identified shapes, that of pan-1 (3 MIC), pot (2 MIC), 
and a stand (1 MIC). 
 
Lead glazing always occurs on earthenware fabric.  Although items within this category of ware are 
more often than not associated with a utilitarian use, where vessels are large and robust for 
practicality sake, and whereby the fabric is necessarily far thicker in section than that of 
contemporaneous imported European or Chinese ceramics, the texture of the fabric should not be 
assumed as always being coarse – the thickness does not determine coarseness.  Coarseness is here 
defined as an earthenware fabric containing inclusions noticeable in section.  Although the majority 
of the 164 MIC lead-glazed wares recovered from across the site are by definition thick bodied, they 
are not necessarily made of coarse fabric, indeed the ware was fairly equally represented by both fine 
and coarse earthenware (Table 3.4). 
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Decoration Fabric MIC % 

lead gl cew 87 53.0 
 few 77 46.9 
  164 99.9 

Table 3.4: Fabric of lead-glaze vessels 
 
Just under half of the lead-glazed items have been identified as having a fine earthenware fabric, 
represented here by 77 MIC (46.9%).  These fine earthenware items are mostly not ‘fine’ in the 
conventional sense of fabric thinness, but are defined as such because of the refined texture of the 
fabric itself, regardless of the overall thickness. 
 
A lead-glazed ware that does however occur in a fine earthenware that reflects both the fabric texture 
and the thickness of the fabric is noted here, and it has also occurred on at least three other historical 
excavations known to the author.20  This ware appears to be confined to tea and tableware-related 
items, and features a very fine creamy white fabric covered with a pale yellow glaze.  Narrow rows 
of finely incised horizontal lines, covered with either a green or brown glaze forming a simple 
decorative band occur somewhere on the body of the individual item.  This decorative type is thought 
to be a local imitation of imported annular creamware, one that would have provided a cheaper 
domestic alternative to the imported creamware items available within the marketplace.21

 

  The shapes 
represented on previous sites by this decorative type have included a coffee can, cups, saucers, bowls 
and a jug.  The example recovered here is a saucer (#37124), found in context 5215, the fill within a 
large semi-circular pit located in the northwest area of the site (5214).  The pit is thought to relate to 
the use of this area as gardens behind Hutchinson’s house (Phase 4).  The saucer features a fine white 
fabric of between 2-9mm thickness, a rim diameter of 125mm, a slightly footed flat base of 76mm 
diameter, a height of 29mm, and a body angle of 135°.  The exterior is covered with a very pale pink-
orange slip while the interior features a pale yellow glaze covering the slip and a band of four thin 
green-glazed incised lines encircling the base (Photo 1). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Photo 1: Lead-glazed saucer in imitation Annular 
Creamware (5215/#37124)  

                                                      
 
20 Tea and tableware lead-glazed items were noted with this particular form of imitation annular creamware 
design at the DMR, Haymarket site, the George & Charles Streets, Parramatta site, and at the Parramatta 
Justice Precinct, Parramatta site 
21 Casey 1999:22-23 
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This saucer is slightly different to those found on the other three historical excavations known to the 
author in that the pale yellow glaze is not as pale as the previous examples, nor does this saucer have 
the glaze covering both the interior and exterior.  This particular example may indeed reflect being 
one of the very earliest attempts within the local pottery industry at imitating the annular creamware, 
with the other examples noted elsewhere showing a more sophisticated imitation as the local potters 
developed a better understanding of their clay, glazes and firing techniques. 
 
Early creamware, dating between c1760 and c1830, occurred in shades of yellow or greenish yellow, 
with the earlier ware tending to be of a deeper cream hue than later dating examples of post-1830.22

                                                      
 
22 Brooks 2005:72; Miller 1991:5 

  
A lead-glazed item thought to be imitating plain creamware was also recovered from context 5215, 
the same deposit containing the imitation annular creamware saucer.  A lead-glazed fine earthenware 
small plate (#37125), catalogued with the function of teaware/tableware, appears to be an imitation of 
plain creamware, and may be seen as an indication that the local potters were endeavouring to imitate 
as closely as possible the original imported creamware type.  This small plate, represented by a single 
rim/shoulder sherd (profile drawn), features a fine creamy white fabric measuring between 3-4mm in 
thickness, with a very pale yellow glaze evenly covering both the interior and exterior, and has a rim 
diameter of 160mm. 
 
The imitation annular creamware saucer is one of just ten locally manufactured lead-glazed wares 
recovered on site that feature any additional decoration beyond that of the functional plain glaze.  
These 10 MIC decorated lead-glazed items include the 1 MIC imitation annular creamware saucer 
(#37124), 2 MIC bowls with brown or green-glazed chain motif below exterior rim edge (#37206 and 
#37207), 1 MIC plate with groups of brown and green-glazed dots covering the marley and interior 
base (#37126), 1 MIC plate with green and brown-glazed plant motif remaining on marley and 
interior base (#37208), 1 MIC pan-1 with wavy green and brown-glazed lines below interior rim edge 
(#37202), 2 MIC bowls with green-glazed wavy line and brown spots below interior rim (#37127 and 
#37128), 1 MIC pan-1 with vertical zigzag combing on the cavetto (#37201), and 1 MIC pan-1 with 
coggled band remaining on the marley (#37286).  These 10 MIC items featuring decorative detailing 
indicates that at least a few lead-glazed wares were purchased both for their functional capabilities 
and their decorative value, especially on items which were designed to be used in the public sphere, 
such as the 1 MIC saucer (#37124), 2 MIC tableware-related bowls (#37206 and #37207), and the 2 
MIC plates (#37126 and #37208).  The 10 MIC decorated wares are all very distinctive in contrast to 
the overall majority of the remaining 154 MIC plainly glazed lead-glazed items which are generally 
more representative of the utilitarian need that the items were purchased for, bought for their 
practicality and were not necessarily meant to be seen outside of their purely functional roles, such as 
in the roles of food preparation and storage.  The 3 MIC pan-1 items (#37202, #37201 and #37286), 
and the 2 MIC bowls (#37127 and #37128), all identified with the function of food preparation and 
featuring decorative elements, appear to be exceptions to this, although the decoration may have also 
have meant that these items were perhaps viewed by the consumer as having more than one 
functional role, in both the private (preparation) and public (serving) spheres. 
 
The 2 MIC tableware-related bowls featuring either a brown or green-glazed chain motif below the 
exterior rim edge were both recovered from context 5239 (#37206 and #37207).  This was one of 
four fills used to help relieve drainage issues in the central part of the site and was brought in from 
nearby, post-dating the construction of Hutchinson’s stables (Phase 5).  The 1 MIC rim/body sherd 
from a bowl (#37206), features the remains of a green-glazed chain motif below its exterior rim edge.  
It is made of a fine cream colour fabric measuring between 2-4mm in thickness, has a pale yellow 
glaze covering both the interior and exterior, and has an uneven rim edge of between c90-100mm in 
diameter (Photo 2). 
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Photo 2: Cream bowl with green chain motif (5239/#37206) 
 
The second tableware-related bowl featuring this same decorative motif is again represented by a 
single rim/body sherd (#37207).  This example is also made of a fine creamy white fabric and 
measures between 2-3mm in thickness, with a rim diameter of 100mm, and has a pale yellow glaze 
covering both the interior and exterior with the brown-glazed chain motif again remaining below the 
exterior rim edge (Photo 3). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 3: Bowl with brown chain motif (5239/#37207) 
 
The 1 MIC plate, featuring groups of brown and green-glazed dots remaining on both the marley and 
interior base (#37126), was also found in context 5239 (Phase 5).  The rim/body/base sherds from 
this plate are made from a fine cream colour fabric measuring 5mm in thickness, has a flat base of 
150mm diameter, a rim diameter of 220mm, a height of 18mm, and a body angle of 158°.  Both the 
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interior and exterior is covered with a pale yellow glaze with groups of nine dots in alternating 
colours of brown and green glaze remaining at intervals around the marley and on the interior base 
(Photo 4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 4: Brown and green lead-glazed dotted motif plate (5239/#37126) 
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Context 5239 also contains a 1 MIC plate featuring a green and brown-glazed plant motif remaining 
on the marley and interior base (#37208). The rim, body and base sherds belonging to this plate are 
made of a fine creamy white fabric measuring between 4-8mm in thickness, with a flat base diameter 
of 120mm, a rim diameter of 200mm, a height of 38mm, and a body angle of 137°.  A buff slip with 
worn yellow glaze covers both the exterior and interior with a green and brown-glazed plant motif 
covering the marley and also remaining on the interior base (Photo 5). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 5: Brown and green lead-glazed plant motif plate (5239/#37208) 
 
 
Another item featuring green and brown-glazed decoration, and again recovered within context 5239, 
is a 1 MIC pan-1 shape which has the remains of wavy green and brown-glazed lines below the 
interior rim edge (#37202).  Unlike the above items that are all tableware-related, this pan-1 is 
associated with the function of food preparation.  As mentioned earlier, plainly glazed items are 
generally far more representative of the utilitarian wares, with the items manufactured and purchased 
for their functional role and not for any real decorative appeal.  This presence of a simple form of 
decoration may indicate that the pan-1 was perhaps used in more than one capacity.  The single 
rim/body sherd is made of a fine cream fabric measuring 9mm in thickness and has an everted rim 
edge measuring 250mm in diameter.  A buff coloured slip covers the exterior and a pale yellow glaze 
covers the interior, with a wavy green and brown-glazed line remaining below the interior rim edge 
(Photo 6). 
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Photo 6: Brown and green lead-glazed wavy line motif pan-1 (5239/#37202) 

 
 
Another two items associated with the function of food preparation and also featuring green and 
brown-glazed decorations are 2 MIC bowls, each with a green-glazed wavy line and brown dots 
remaining below the interior rim, on the cavetto (#37127 and #37128).  Both bowls were recovered 
from context 5215, the fill of a large semi-circular pit, 5214, located in the northwest of the site and 
thought to be one of a number of features that relate to the use of this area as gardens by William 
Hutchinson, behind his house (Phase 4).  This feature also contains the earlier discussed lead-glazed 
imitation annular creamware saucer (#37124).  Both the bowls appear to have been made by the same 
potter, with the fabric, slip, colour of the glazes and the decorative motif being the same.  One bowl 
(#37127), represented here by six rim, body and base sherds, features a fine cream fabric measuring 
between 5-13mm in thickness, a footed base measuring 130mm in diameter, an everted rolled rim 
edge measuring 250mm in diameter, has a height of 110mm and a body angle of 125°.  A pale pinky 
orange slip covers the exterior while a worn bright yellow glaze covers the interior, coupled with a 
green wavy line and brown dots on the cavetto (Photo 7). 
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Photo 7: Brown and green wavy line and dot motif bowl (5215/#37127) 
 

 
The second bowl (#37128), represented by three rim and body sherds, is smaller than the above 
vessel.  This bowl again features a fine cream fabric, measuring between 5-7mm in thickness, and 
has an everted rim with a small indented ridge measuring 220mm in diameter.  The pale pinky orange 
slip covers the exterior, with the worn bright yellow glaze remaining on the interior and the green-
glazed wavy line and brown-glazed dot motif below the interior rim edge (Photo 8). 
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Photo 8: Brown and Green Lead-Glazed Line and Spot Motif Bowl (5215/#37128) 
 
 
The above discussed and illustrated 7 MIC fine earthenware lead-glazed items featuring the 
distinctive use of simple green and brown decorative glazing on a yellow-glazed background are 
unique to this site simply because of the number represented.  This decorative style has been 
identified on at least two other historical excavations, albeit in just one or two examples.23

The next two pan-1 items to be discussed here are the last of the 10 MIC lead-glazed wares that were 
found to feature additional decoration beyond that of the functional plain glaze, and both feature very 
different decorative designs to those previously discussed.  Both of the decorations used on these 2 
MIC pan-1 items are also unique to this site, with no other comparable wares identified on other 
historical excavations, at least those known to the author.  One pan-1 (#37201), also recovered in the 
imported fill context 5239, is evident by three rim, body and base sherds.  The pan-1 features a 
coarse very pale brown fabric with a thickness of between 6-10mm, a flat base of 160mm diameter, 
an everted rim measuring 280mm in diameter, a height of 88mm, and a body angle of 130°.  A worn 
pale orange slip covers the exterior with a yellow glaze covering the interior, through which vertical 
zigzags have been combed on the cavetto, exposing the orange slip underneath (Photo 9). 

  Given 
that this ware is so distinctive can it be assumed that it is it the work of one particular potter?  The 
fact that 5 MIC of these particular items are found in context 5239, one of four fills brought onto site 
from elsewhere to help alleviate drainage issues in the centre of the site, and believed to post-date the 
construction of Hutchinson’s stables (Phase 5), is perhaps suggestive that the fill was sourced from 
the waste of a nearby pottery.  This appears to have been confirmed in September/October 2008 with 
the excavation at 710-722 George Street which uncovered many more sherds associated with the 
potter Thomas Ball which shared this same distinctive green and brown decorative style. 
 

                                                      
 
23 Two plates were found at the Conservatorium of Music, Sydney, and a saucer was recovered at the 
Parramatta Justice Precinct, Parramatta 
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Photo 9: Lead-glazed pan-1 with combed design (5239/#37201) 
 

The second smaller pan-1 is identified by two rim/body base sherds and was found in context 5248 
(#37286).  This context is the fill contained within a drainage channel, with the upper part thought to 
possibly belong to the same event that saw the drainage fills of 5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243 bought 
onto site, with the lower part of the same fill relating to the earlier original use of the channel.  The 
pan-1 features a coarse orange fabric with a thickness of between 6-10mm, a flat base with a 130mm 
diameter, an everted rim measuring 235mm in diameter, a height of 63mm, and a body angle of 134°.  
The exterior is self-slipped while the interior is covered with a rough brown glaze and a narrow 
coggled band remains on the marley, featuring a geometric design made up of short vertical bands 
and small triangular shapes (Photo 10, Fig. 1). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Figure 1: Detail of coggled band 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 10: Lead-glazed pan-1 with coggled band (5248/#37286) 
 
 
Vessel Form 
Apart from the 10 MIC lead-glazed decorated wares just discussed, the remaining 154 MIC lead-
glazed wares all feature plain glazes.  The range of identified shapes recovered on site, both within 
the decorated and plainly glazed fields of lead-glazed ware, will now be discussed.  The typology of 
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shapes used to describe the lead-glazed ceramics recovered here is based on, and continues from, 
those defined by Casey.24

Specific 
Function 

  For illustrations of the various shapes discussed in this section, and the 
typology of shapes found, see Appendix 1.  Given the overall very fragmentary nature of the majority 
of the lead-glazed wares, the items discussed here will mainly refer to those items where profile 
drawings were able to be done. 
 
The 164 MIC lead-glazed wares recovered from across the site fall within the identified functions of 
general container and the food-related roles of preparation, serving, storage and consumption.  These 
identified functions are only able to be related to a total of 59 MIC, with the remaining 105 MIC 
catalogued as unidentified due to their very fragmentary nature.  The 1 MIC exception to this is the 
item catalogued as a ‘stand’ but still given the specific function of ‘unidentified’ because at the time 
of cataloguing its function was still unknown (Table 3.5). 
 

Shape 
Lead Glaze 

MIC % 
cont cont 1 0.6  
prep bowl 3 1.8  

 colander/drainer 1 0.6  
 drainer 2 1.2  
 pan-1 30 18.3  

prep/serv dish 1 0.6  
prep/store jar 1 0.6  

 pot 9 5.5  
serve jug 1 0.6  
store cont 1 0.6  
tblw bowl 3 1.8  

 plate 2 1.2  
tea saucer 2 1.2  

tea/tblw plate,small 2 1.2  
unid stand 1 0.6  

 unid 104 63.4  
  164 99.8 

Table 3.5: Function and shape of lead-glazed wares 
 
All the lead-glazed ware recovered on site has been catalogued as being of local manufacture, with 
no evidence that any of the items were made in the United Kingdom.  The lead-glazed ware that has 
been identified on other historical excavations as not being produced locally have been very different 
in appearance and distinctly dissimilar to the locally manufactured wares identified here and on both 
previous and later excavations.25

                                                      
 
24 Casey 1999 and 2002b 
25 Ward 2006b and 2007. A basin/bowl and a teapot found at the Parramatta Justice Precinct site were both 
identified as being manufactured in the United Kingdom, as was another basin/bowl found at the George and 
Charles Streets, Parramatta site, both Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd excavations 

 
 
Container 
The function of utilitarian container has been assigned to 1 MIC lead-glazed item, with the term 
container also used for the shape identification (#37122).  This particular term is used here to 
describe this item because although the exact function of the vessel is unknown it could at least be 
classified as a container of some sort.  No profile drawing was done of this item, five sherds of which 
were recovered in context 5215, the fill of a large semi-circular pit located in the northwest of the site 
(5214), thought to relate to the use of this area as gardens behind Hutchinson’s house (Phase 4).  The 
body and base sherds are made of a fine earthenware cream fabric measuring between 7-12mm in 
thickness, has a flat base diameter of 140mm, is covered by an orange slip on the exterior and has a 
yellow glaze on the interior.  The interior glaze would ensure that the item was non-porous and 
would thus be suitable for containing both dry and liquid materials. 



23 
Ceramics Report 

 

Food Storage 
Another container was also identified, with this one attributed to the function of food storage 
(#37199).   Again no profile drawing was done, with the five sherds being found in context 5239, one 
of the fills brought in from off site to help with drainage in the central area of the site (Phase 5).  The 
body and base sherds are again made of a fine earthenware cream fabric, measuring 5mm in 
thickness, it has a flat base diameter of 100mm, and the remains of a straight-sided body.  The 
exterior of the base is self-slipped, with the interior body and base covered with a crazed yellow 
glaze whereas the exterior body is covered with a yellow and green glaze.  By having the glaze on 
both the interior and exterior of the vessel would guarantee that it was impervious to all liquid. 
 
Food Preparation 
A total of 36 MIC lead-glazed identified items have been catalogued within the function of food 
preparation, including bowls (3 MIC), a colander/drainer (1 MIC), drainers (2 MIC), and pan-1 (30 
MIC).  Out of the 3 MIC bowls identified here with the function of food preparation, 2 MIC have 
already been discussed above, within the section on the decorated lead-glazed wares recovered on 
site (Photos 7, 8).  Both of the bowls feature a green-glazed wavy line and brown-glazed dots below 
the interior rim edge, on the cavetto (#37127 and #37128), with both appearing to have been made by 
the same potter.  Both bowls were recovered from context 5215, the fill of a large semi-circular pit, 
5214, located in the northwest of the site and thought to be one of a number of features that relate to 
the use of this area as gardens, behind William Hutchinson’s house (Phase 4).  The third bowl 
identified here with the role of food preparation was also found in this same context but is 
undecorated (#37130).  This particular bowl is represented by 17 rim, body and base sherds made of 
a fine earthenware cream fabric measuring between 5-13mm in thickness, has a flat footed base 
measuring 127mm in diameter, a rolled rim edge diameter of 230mm, a height of 130mm, and a body 
angle of 122°.  The exterior is covered with a worn pale pinky orange slip while the interior is 
covered with a golden yellow glaze through which the pale orange slip underneath shows through in 
patches.  The 3 MIC bowls are all glazed on the interior only, with a slip covering the exterior.  The 
rim diameters range between 220-250mm, with the variety of bowl sizes reflecting the various 
activities and tasks required within the role of food preparation. 
 
The 1 MIC lead-glazed colander/drainer and the 2 MIC lead-glazed drainers were all also found 
within the same context, that of 5239, one of four fills thought to post-date the construction of 
Hutchinson’s stables that were introduced onto the central part of the site to help alleviate drainage 
issues (Phase 5).  Two of the items have profile drawings, a drainer (#37203), and the 
colander/drainer (#37205), while the remaining drainer was not drawn (#37204).  These three items 
are all markedly similar and are discussed here within the one grouping, with the 3 MIC items having 
possible roles in both food preparation and dairying.  The colander/drainer is represented by six body 
and base sherds made of a coarse very pale brown earthenware fabric measuring between 9-11mm in 
thickness, has a flat base with a diameter of 210mm, and a body angle of 125°.  Pierced round holes, 
of c4mm in diameter, remain on the base and the upper and lower body, with a reddish brown glaze 
covering the interior and splashes of this same glaze remaining on the exterior, over a reddish brown 
slip (Photo 11). 
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Photo 11: Lead-glazed colander/drainer (5239/#37205) 
 
The 1 MIC drainer with drawn profile (#37203), differed from the above colander/drainer simply by 
the fact that no pierced holes were remnant on the lower body, suggesting that the pierced holes were 
located solely on the base.  Colanders have holes on the body to allow for faster all-round draining of 
liquid, whereas just having holes on the base implies that the draining of liquid needed to be more 
controlled, such as in the slower separating processes used in dairying.  This particular drainer is 
represented by a single body/base sherd made of fine cream coloured earthenware fabric measuring 
between 4-10mm in thickness, with a flat base diameter of 147mm, and a body angle of 131°.  A 
single pierced round hole measuring 5mm in diameter remains on the base, with a yellow glaze 
covering the interior body and base and a buff slip, with odd splashes of the same yellow glaze, 
covering the exterior (Photo 12). 
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Photo 12: Lead-glazed drainer (5239/#37203) 
 
 
The remaining drainer did not have its profile drawn (#37204), however like the above discussed 
drainer this too featured holes on just the base, not the lower body.  This drainer is again represented 
by just a single body/base sherd, made of a fine orange earthenware fabric measuring between 8-
15mm in thickness, with a flat base.  The remnant pierced round holes on the base are between 4-
5mm in diameter, with the exterior body and base self-slipped and the interior covered with an 
orangey brown glaze (Photo 13). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 13: Lead-glazed drainer (5239/#37204) 
 

A lead-glazed drainer/colander was also recovered at the Parramatta Children’s Court site, located on 
the corner of George and O’Connell Streets in Parramatta.  This item is very similar to the three 
items discussed above, in particular the 2 MIC drainers (#37203 and #37204).26

                                                      
 
26 Ward 2006a:44; http://www.caseyandlowe.com.au/pdf/pcc/pccsection81ceramics.pdf 

  Like the 3 MIC 
items recovered here, this particular item was also glazed on the interior and slipped on the exterior, 
with pierced holes measuring c4mm in diameter covering the base.  Unlike the 3 MIC items found 
here however, this example has a raised ring type of base and not a flat one. 
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The most commonly represented shape within the category of lead-glazed ware recovered on site, 
both within the field of food preparation and the entire range of identified lead-glazed ware as a 
whole, is that of the pan-1 shape, identified here by a total of 30 MIC.  This category of ware is 
identified as such according to the definition used by Casey.27  Further diagnostic information was 
also referred to sourced from more recent ceramic reports.28

The 30 MIC pan-1 items are all slipped on the exterior and glazed on the interior, are made in both 
coarse earthenware (24 MIC) and fine earthenware (6 MIC), with the fabric thickness ranging 
between 5-20mm, with the base being the thickest part of the vessel.  The pan-1 is identified by its 
truncated cone shape, flat base measuring between 140-180mm in diameter, and either an everted (15 
MIC) or rounded rim edge (1 MIC), ranging between 235-323mm in diameter.  Of the 6 MIC with 
profile drawings done, 4 MIC of these are extant enough to also indicate height of the vessel and 
body angle (#37129, #37200, #37201, and #37286).  These 4 MIC pan-1 items have a height ranging 
between 63-94mm and a body angle of between 130°-135°.  Although all 30 MIC pan-1 category of 
shapes identified here are slipped on the exterior and glazed on the interior, and that this is 
predominantly the case with all other pan-1 ware found on other excavations, a handful of pan-1 
items recovered on one historical excavation indicate that some were manufactured with the glaze on 
both the interior and exterior.

  Out of the 30 MIC pan-1 items 
identified during cataloguing, just 6 MIC had profile drawings done (#37123, #37129, #37200, 
#37201, #37202 and #37286), with 3 MIC of these already previously discussed above with the lead-
glazed items featuring additional decoration (Photo 6, 9, 10).  These 3 MIC pan-1 items featuring 
decoration include the 1 MIC with a wavy green and brown-glazed line remaining below the interior 
rim edge (#37202), the 1 MIC featuring combed vertical zigzags on the cavetto (#37201), and the 1 
MIC with a narrow coggled band remaining on the marley (#37286).  These 3 MIC decorated pan-1 
items are very distinctive in comparison with the remaining 27 MIC pan-1 wares which feature no 
additional decoration and are overall more representative of utilitarian wares, as stated earlier.  The 
pan-1 shape, and indeed the majority of the lead-glazed ware recovered here, was both manufactured 
and purchased for its functional role, more so than for any aesthetic attraction.  The 3 MIC decorated 
pan-1 examples are exceptions to the norm and may indicate that they were used in more than just a 
food preparation capacity. 
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Although the bulk of the pans were introduced to the site as inclusions within drainage fills, their 
presence is still interesting in that it raises the question of why this particular shape appears to have 
been so commonly manufactured and for what purposes was it used?  The function of these shallow 
pans is identified with food preparation because of their similarity to dairy-related items such as milk 
pans, milk coolers, milk dishes and cheese pans.

 
 
The 30 MIC pan-1 wares are identified within six contexts across the site, including 5203 (1 MIC), 
5215 (2 MIC), 5239 (18 MIC), 5246 (3 MIC), 5248 (5 MIC) and 5250 (1 MIC).  Context 5203 is the 
number assigned to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast area of the site; context 5215 is the fill 
of a pit located in the northwest of the site and thought to relate to the use of the area as gardens 
behind Hutchinson’s house; contexts 5239 and 5246 are two of four fills brought onto site to assist 
with drainage in the central area of the site and are believed to post-date the construction of 
Hutchinson’s stables; context 5248 is the fill contained within a drainage channel (5249), with the 
upper part of this fill thought to relate to the same event that saw fills 5239 and 5246 introduced onto 
the site; and context 5250 is the fill of a service trench (5251).  The majority of these 30 MIC pans, 
26 MIC in all, were recovered from fills brought in from off site and are unrelated to either the 
household or later hotel activities undertaken on site. 
 

30

                                                      
 
27 1999:20 
28 See ceramic reports for Parramatta Children’s Court, Parramatta, 109-113 George Street, Parramatta, George 
& Charles Streets, Parramatta, and Parramatta Justice Precinct, Parramatta 
29 At the Parramatta Justice Precinct site 4 MIC pan-1 items feature glazing on both the interior and exterior 
30 Casey 1999:20 

  Their shape would also have been useful in other 
kitchen-related fields, such as mixing ingredients or for leaving yeast bread mixtures in to rise and 
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expand.  It seems unlikely that they were used to cook in because of their large size and shallowness, 
and also because none are recorded as showing evidence of burning due to the cooking process.  As 
already noted, all of these pans are glazed on the interior and slipped on the exterior, with none of the 
glazes or the slips showing any signs of deterioration that would be expected to occur if vessels were 
in any regular contact with heat.  The overall good condition of the interior glazes also indicate little 
in the way of use marks or general wear and tear.  The likelihood that the pans were used more for 
functions that require little human action – such as constant stirring or cooking/baking – would make 
them ideally suited for dairy-related roles involving the use of such things as the previously 
mentioned milk pans, milk coolers, milk dishes and cheese pans, and the glaze would ensure that 
they were non-porous on the interior at least. 
 
Food Preparation/Serving 
A single 1 MIC lead-glazed item has been catalogued with the function of food preparation/serving, 
identified as a ‘dish’ shape (#37288).  This shallow dish, comprising of nine rim, body and base 
sherds, was found in context 5248, the fill within a drainage channel (5249).  The dish, with drawn 
profile, is made of a fine very pale brown earthenware fabric of 6mm thickness, has a flat base 
diameter of 155mm, an everted rim measuring 225mm in diameter, a height of 35mm, and a body 
angle of 140°.  The exterior is covered with an orange slip and the interior features a brownish yellow 
glaze.  This dish is very like 4 MIC lead-glazed dishes recovered at the Parramatta Justice Precinct 
site, also identified with the function of food preparation/serving, and which were also all shallow 
bodied, glazed on the interior and slipped on the exterior, had everted rims measuring between 210-
225mm in diameter, flat bases with a diameter of between 128-144mm, fabric thickness of between 
3-15mm, with the thickest part being the base, a height of between 43-47mm, and a body angle 
ranging between 124°-130°.31  This shape has also been noted on one other previous Parramatta 
historical excavation, at 180-180A George Street & 30-32 Charles Street.32

The function of food preparation/storage has two shapes assigned to this category, that of jar (1 MIC) 
and pot (9 MIC).  The 1 MIC jar (#37198), comprising of four rim/neck sherds, has not had its profile 
drawn.  It was found in drainage fill 5239 and features a fine pale orange earthenware fabric 
measuring 10mm in thickness, a flat rim top with a diameter of 70mm, a short neck, and has a brown 
glaze covering the interior and exterior.  Out of the 9 MIC items identified as pots only 2 MIC have 
had their profiles drawn (#37209 and #37287).  These 9 MIC are all identified as pots instead of jars 
due to their overall larger size and the similarity of their shapes to those also identified as pots on two 
other recent Parramatta excavations.

 
 
Food Preparation/Storage 
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The direct consumption of food is represented here within the lead-glazed ware by those items 
identified with the function of tableware, teaware, and teaware/tableware, numbering 9 MIC in total.  

  These 9 MIC pots are made of both fine earthenware (5 MIC) 
and coarse earthenware (4 MIC), have a fabric thickness of between 4-22mm (with the base being the 
thickest part), and all have flat bases, either plain or footed, ranging in diameter between 120-
140mm.  The remnant rims are either everted, rounded or rolled, and range in diameter between 160-
180mm.  Two of the pots feature interior ledges for lids to sit (#37271 and #37272), with 7 MIC 
being slipped on the exterior and glazed on the interior, with the remaining 2 MIC being glazed on 
both the interior and exterior. 
 
Food Serving 
The single lead-glazed item identified as a jug, and catalogued within the function of serving, is 
represented here by a 1 MIC wide strap handle sherd, made of coarse very pale brown earthenware 
and covered with an olive brown glaze (#37291).  This was found in context 5250, the fill of a 
service trench (5251). 
 
Tableware & Teaware 

                                                      
 
31 Ward 2007 
32 Ward 2006b 
33 Ward 2006b and 2007 
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The 5 MIC items specifically identified with the role of tableware include 3 MIC bowls and 2 MIC 
plates.  Of the 3 MIC bowls, 2 MIC have already been examined within the earlier discussion on the 
lead-glazed ware featuring added decoration (#37206 and #37207), with the fine earthenware bowls 
featuring either a brown or green-glazed chain motif below the exterior rim edge.  The remaining 1 
MIC bowl identified with the role of tableware did not feature any added decoration on its four 
remnant rim and body sherds (#37268), and did not have its profile drawn.  This bowl, made of a fine 
creamy white earthenware measuring 4mm in thickness, features splashes of a pale yellow glaze over 
a buff slip on the exterior with a brighter yellow glaze remaining on the interior. The 3 MIC bowls 
were recovered in drainage fills brought in from elsewhere, contexts 5239 and 5248.  The 2 MIC 
plates also associated with the role of tableware have again already been discussed within the earlier 
analysis of the decorated lead-glazed items (#37126 and #37208), with both featuring brown and 
green-glazed decoration on the marley and interior base, one featuring groups of dots (#37126), and 
the other a plant motif (#37208).  One of the plates was found in drainage fill 5239 and was thus 
brought in from elsewhere (#37208), however the other plate was found in context 5215 (#37126), 
the fill of a pit thought to relate to the use of the area as gardens behind Hutchinson’s house, and may 
possibly be a discard from the period when William Hutchinson owned and occupied the house 
(Phase 4). 
 
The 2 MIC teaware-related items are both saucers, and again one of them has already been discussed 
earlier (#37124), featuring a decorative type thought to be a local attempt at imitating imported 
annular creamware.  This saucer was also found in the pit fill 5215, located in what was the garden 
area behind Hutchinson’s house and, like the above mentioned plate, may represent a discard from 
the time when the house was occupied by William Hutchinson.  The remaining 1 MIC item identified 
here as a saucer did not have its profile drawn (#37195), and consists of six rim and body sherds 
made of a fine white earthenware measuring 4mm in thickness, with a rim diameter of 140mm, and is 
covered with a plain yellow glaze on both the interior and exterior.  This saucer was found in the 
drainage fill of 5239 and was thus brought in from off site. 
 
The dual function of teaware/tableware is here associated with the shape of small plate, represented 
here by 2 MIC.  Both are plainly glazed, with 1 MIC being a possible imitation of early creamware, 
as discussed earlier (#37125).  The remaining 1 MIC small plate, with profile drawn (#37109), 
features two rim/body sherds in a fine cream-coloured earthenware measuring between 2-4mm in 
thickness, with a small rim diameter of 150mm, and the remains of a very worn buff-yellow glaze on 
the interior base, over a pale orange slipped interior and exterior.  This particular example was found 
in context 5203, the number assigned to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast area of the site 
(Phase 7). 
 
Unidentified 
The 1 MIC lead-glazed item catalogued with the specific function of ‘unidentified’ but given the 
identified shape of a ‘stand’ comprises of 14 rim/body/base sherds (#37237).  This particular item 
was recovered from context 5246, one of the four fills introduced onto the site to assist with drainage 
in the central area of the site and is believed to post-date the construction and use of stable buildings 
by William Hutchinson (Phase 5).  The shallow stand, with profile drawn, features thick cream fine 
earthenware fabric measuring between 7-17mm in thickness, a flat base of 200mm in diameter, an 
uneven flat rim edge with a diameter of c220mm, a height of 34mm, and a body angle of 117°.  A 
pale yellow glaze covers both the interior and exterior, over a very pale pinky-orange slip, with 
blistered bubbles of glazing occurring on the interior base.  Attached to the exterior of the base are 
traces of orange earthenware fabric from other vessels, stuck to it during the firing stage.  The 
interior base also features small patches of orange coloured earthenware that may also indicate where 
another vessel has sat directly on this item during firing.  Discussions with the site excavation 
director, Dr Mary Casey, raised the possibility that the stand was a saggar and represented kiln 
furniture from one of the nearby potteries (Photo 14, 15). 
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Photo 14: Lead-glazed stand or possible saggar – exterior (5246/#37237) 
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Photo 15: Lead-glazed stand or possible saggar – interior (5246/#37237) 

 
 
The fact that this particular item is also the only one out of the total 164 MIC lead-glazed wares 
recovered on site that features a blistered glaze is an indication that it was subjected to over firing in 
a kiln that became too hot for the glaze, and may indicate either it blistered at the time of the initial 
firing or, if this is indeed a saggar, may represent being subjected to multiple firings as part of the 
kiln furniture. 
 
Glazing 
The existence of glazing is a necessity on all of the above items if they were to fulfil the functional 
capabilities that they were manufactured for within their various designated roles.  Glazing is a 
crucial component for an earthenware item to be non-porous and impervious to liquid, with a slip 
alone not providing a barrier against porosity.  The functionality of a ware far outweighs the 
decorative side if the item itself is useless within the field it was made and purchased for, and by this 
standard a glaze is first and foremost a vital practical component and is not designed here to have any 
real decorative importance.  An exception to this is the earlier discussed lead-glazed small plate 
possibly representing an early local imitation of plain imported creamware (#37125), whereby the 
very pale yellow glaze fulfils both functional and decorative requirements.  The presence of a glaze 
on the interior of any earthenware vessel will ensure at least some resistance to porosity, with how 
well the item is actually covered with the glaze defining how impervious, and useful, the vessel will 
actually be – the patchier the interior then the less impermeable the vessel is and thus its usefulness 
comes into question. 
 
Overall the 164 MIC lead-glazed items recovered here feature the glaze in good condition, with just a 
relatively small representation of items featuring worn or unevenly applied glaze, and those that do 
are mostly found amongst the 104 MIC small unidentified body and base sherds.  The worn glaze 
that does occur on a limited number of items appears to have occurred over time, either as the 
individual vessel was used or else due to it breaking down in the soil once it had been discarded, and 
does not appear to represent poor initial application of the glaze at the time of manufacture.  
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Examples of worn glazing can be seen in the earlier discussed small plate featuring the remains of a 
very worn buff-yellow glaze on the interior base, over a pale orange slipped interior and exterior 
(#37109), recovered in context 5203, the number assigned to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast 
area of the site; and to the previously discussed 2 MIC bowls featuring green and brown wavy line 
and dot decoration over a worn bright yellow glaze on the interior (#37127 and #37128), recovered in 
context 5215, the fill within a large pit located in the northeast area of the site and thought to relate to 
the use of this area as gardens behind Hutchinson’s house (Photos 7, 8).  None of the lead-glazed 
items are identified as having clear signs of use wear marks on their interior glazes, such as heavy 
scratching caused by stirring actions and the mixing or cutting up of various ingredients. 
 
 
3.3 Self-Slipped and Slipped Wares 
Self-slipped and slipped earthenware is identified here by a combined total of 29 MIC wares.  Like 
the lead-glazed earthenwares discussed above, the contexts of 5239 and 5248 contain the most 
numbers, with 8 MIC and 12 MIC respectively.  Just seven contexts in total were found to feature 
these ware types (Table 3.6). 
 

Context  Decoration MIC % No Frags % 
5203 selfslip 1 3.4  1 2.1  
5232 selfslip 4 13.8  12 25.0  
5239 slip/selfslip 8 27.6  8 16.7  
5243 selfslip 1 3.4  1 2.1  
5246 selfslip 2 6.9  9 18.8  
5247 selfslip 1 3.4  1 2.1  
5248 slip/selfslip 12 41.4  16 33.3  

  29 99.9 48 100.1 
Table 3.6: Contexts containing slipped and self-slipped earthenware 

 
 
For the purposes of definition, the self-slipped wares are those that feature a clay slip using the same 
clay as the fabric and therefore the colour of both the fabric and the slip is the same (16 MIC).  The 
slipped wares, by contrast, are those where the slip comes from a different clay than that of the fabric 
and so is subsequently a different colour to the body of the vessel (13 MIC).  Because the 
differentiation between self-slipped and slipped wares is of a visual kind and did not occur on items, 
or within specific functions, exclusive to either one or the other category, they are included here 
together within this overall discussion. 
 
Like the lead-glazed ware, the self-slipped and slipped earthenwares are also very fragmentary, with 
over three quarters of these 29 MIC wares, 24 MIC in total (82.7%), being unidentified because of 
their small fragmentary portion size, meaning identified shape was unable to be ascertained.  The 
self-slipped and slipped wares occur on both coarse and fine earthenware, with the coarser fabric 
featuring only slightly more often than the finer earthenware (Table 3.7). 
 

Fabric 
Slip and 

Selfslip MIC % 
cew 16 55.1 
few 13 44.8 

 29 99.9 
Table 3.7: Slipped and self-slipped fabric 

 
 
The two contexts which feature the most number of slipped and self-slipped wares, contexts 5239 
and 5248, are both drainage fills thought to relate to the one event post-dating the construction of 
Hutchinson’s stables, and to have been brought in from elsewhere.  The 8 MIC slipped and self-
slipped wares from context 5239 are comprised of fragmentary unidentified body and flat base 
sherds, with 2 MIC being self-slipped ware (#37179-#37180), and 6 MIC being slipped ware 
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(#37173-#37178).  This domination of unidentified fragmentary items is also reflected in context 
5248, with 11 MIC out of the 12 MIC slipped and self-slipped wares recovered here also being 
unidentified body and flat base sherds, with 4 MIC being self-slipped ware (#37274-#37277), and 7 
MIC being slipped ware (#37278-#37284).  The single exception to this is a 1 MIC self-slipped 
basin/bowl, identified with the function of food-preparation and represented by a single rim/body 
sherd (#37285). 
 
The remaining 9 MIC slipped and self-slipped earthenware items occur in five other contexts, 5203 
(1 MIC), 5232 (4 MIC), 5243 (1 MIC), 5246 (2 MIC) and 5247 (1 MIC).  Context 5203 is the 
number assigned to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast area of the site and contains a single 1 
MIC self-slipped pan-1 sherd, identified with the function of food preparation (#37110).  Context 
5232 is the fill within pit cut 5231, situated in the western part of the site, behind William 
Hutchinson’s house, and is one of many features identified here that are believed to possibly relate to 
the area’s use as gardens.  Fill 5232 was half sectioned and the 4 MIC self-slipped items recovered 
here include 3 MIC unidentified items comprising of five body sherds (#37131-#37133), and seven 
sherds belonging to a 1 MIC bowl, again identified with the function of food preparation (#37134).  
Context 5243 contained 1 MIC unidentified self-slipped body sherd (#37215), and another one of the 
four drainage fills, context 5246, contained 2 MIC self-slipped items, a 1 MIC unidentified body 
sherd (#37235), and eight body/base sherds belonging to a 1 MIC container (#37236).  Context 5247 
also contained the base sherd of a 1 MIC self-slipped container (#37239), with this context assigned 
to a small patch of fill found below some sandstock brick pavers thought to possibly be the remains 
of a driveway leading up to the stables buildings from the back of Hutchinson’s house. 
 
Like the lead-glazed earthenware discussed earlier, the two fill contexts of 5239 and 5248 contain the 
most slipped and self-slipped items.  As already mentioned, the majority of the slipped and self-
slipped items are unidentified due to their small portion sizes, with 24 MIC catalogued as 
unidentified both in function and shape.  However, out of the remaining 5 MIC items that are able to 
be identified only 1 MIC of these was recovered from either of these two fills, with the remaining 4 
MIC identified items found in other contexts. 
 
For illustrations of the various shapes to be discussed within this section, and the typology of shapes 
found, see Appendix 1.  Given the overall very fragmentary nature of the self-slipped and slipped 
wares, like those of the lead-glazed items examined earlier, the wares discussed here will mainly 
refer to those items where profile drawings were able to be done, with the exception of the 2 MIC 
containers which were not drawn (Table 3.8). 
 

Specific 
Function Shape 

Slip and 
Selfslip MIC % 

cont cont 2 6.9  
prep basin/bowl 1 3.4  

 bowl 1 3.4  
 pan-1 1 3.4  

unid unid 24 82.7  
  29 99.8 

Table 3.8: Function and shape of self-slipped & slipped wares 
 
 
The 2 MIC containers already mentioned briefly above are from contexts 5246 and 5247 (#37236 
and #37239).  Both the items have been catalogued with the generalised category of container as a 
way to define a vessel where the exact shape is unknown but where it is highly likely that it was 
made at the very least as some sort of container – be it a pot, jar, etc.  The category has been limited 
to the 2 MIC items that feature only the lower part of the vessel, with no evidence of a shoulder or 
rim to ascertain more about the actual shape.  The eight body/base sherds belonging to a self-slipped 
container recovered from context 5246 features a thick orange coarse earthenware fabric of between 
10-16mm thickness, a flat base of 140mm diameter and the remains of a straight-sided body 
(#37236).  This particular fill, one of the four brought onto site from elsewhere to help with site 
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drainage in the central area of the site, is thought to post-date the construction and use of the stable 
buildings by William Hutchinson (Phase 5). 
 
The single body/base sherd belonging to a self-slipped container recovered in context 5247 features a 
thick pale orange coarse earthenware fabric with a flat base of 100mm diameter (#37239).  This 
small patch of fill, measuring just 400x250x30mm, was found below an area of sandstock brick 
pavers thought to possibly be the remains of a driveway leading up to the stables buildings from the 
back of Hutchinson’s house.  These pavers, 5226, may have been part of a later addition to the 
stables, in which case the fill 5247 relates to the earlier use of the house and stables by Hutchinson, 
however if the paving occurred at the same time as when the house and stables were first built then 
this fill relates to an earlier event (Phase 4).  Aside from the self-slipped container, 2 MIC ceramics 
were recovered from this fill, a 1 MIC unidentified coarse earthenware lead-glazed item represented 
by two body sherds (#37238), and a 1 MIC unidentified creamware body sherd (#37072). 
 
The 1 MIC basin/bowl (#37285), identified with the function of food preparation, occurs in context 
5248. This self-slipped basin/bowl was identified by a rim/body sherd of fine pale orange 
earthenware fabric measuring between 6-10mm in thickness and with a rim diameter of 215mm 
(profile drawn). 
 
The 1 MIC bowl (#37134), again identified with the function of food preparation, was recovered in 
context 5232.  This self-slipped bowl was evidenced by seven body and base sherds of fine orange 
earthenware fabric measuring between 4-11mm in thickness, with a flat base diameter of 90mm, a 
curving remnant lower body, and a body angle of 133° (profile drawn). 
 
Like the pan-1 shape represented within the lead-glazed category of wares discussed earlier, this 
same shape was also identified within the self-slipped category, with the last of the 5 MIC self-
slipped items recovered with an identified shape being that of a 1 MIC pan-1 (#37110).  This item 
occurs in context 5203, the number assigned to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast area of the 
site (Phase 7).  The pan-1 is represented by a single body/base sherd of very thick pale brown fine 
earthenware fabric, with a large flat base diameter of 245mm, a fabric thickness of between 13-
17mm, and a body angle of 130° (profile drawn). 
 
Slipped and self-slipped earthenware would have been unsuitable for holding liquids if they do 
indeed have a function to fulfil within the food preparation or storage roles.  The high porosity of 
these items because of the total lack of any glazing, either on the interior or exterior, makes them 
seemingly unlikely receptacles for liquids or any other foodstuff with a moisture content, however 
they may be adequate to store dry foodstuffs.  Casey suggested that if glazed items, such as the lead-
glazed wares, were unavailable then customers would simply make do with slipped vessels.34

3.4 Conclusion 

  
Perhaps they were also used as types of coolers, whereby another vessel was placed inside them that 
actually held the food, with water perhaps then poured around it, between the two dishes, to keep the 
food cool and with the water slowly evaporating through the earthenware fabric.  It is hoped that 
further, more extant examples of this type of ware will come to light during future excavations and 
comparisons can be made. 
 
 

The locally manufactured 164 MIC lead-glazed, 13 MIC slipped and 16 MIC self-slipped 
earthenware items were produced to fulfil a mainly utilitarian need within the early local Sydney 
marketplace.  These locally-made wares (193 MIC), are mostly represented here in very fragmentary 
forms, with the portion size being too small to identify the vessel shape and are therefore catalogued 
as either unidentified body or unidentified base sherds.  A small number, 65 MIC in total and 

                                                      
 
34 1999:23 
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representing 33.6 per cent of the local wares found, were however able to be identified, of which 25 
MIC featured enough of a profile to be drawn (Appendix 1). 
 
The 193 MIC locally made ceramics were recovered in 14 contexts across the site, out of a total 16 
contexts that contained ceramics of all descriptions, and of these three contexts were found to contain 
the majority of these locally manufactured wares, contexts 5239 (74 MIC), 5246 (21 MIC), and 5248 
(49 MIC), totalling 144 MIC and representing 74.6 per cent of the total number of locally-made 
ceramics.  The ceramics between the three contexts are all similar. 
 
The 164 MIC lead-glazed ceramics recovered represent just over half the total range of decorative 
types found on site, out of the total number of 299 MIC ceramics (55%).  The overwhelming 
majority if these 164 MIC are plainly glazed items representative of the utilitarian nature of these 
wares and the functional requirements for which they were manufactured and purchased, bought for 
their practicality and not for any aesthetic attractions.  Ten MIC vessels were decorated setting them 
apart from the purely functional sphere and suggests they were purchased both for their functional 
capabilities and their decorative value (Photos 1-10).  These 10 MIC examples occur on items used in 
both the public and private spheres of daily life, with the 1 MIC saucer (#37124), 2 MIC tableware-
related bowls (#37206 and #37207), and the 2 MIC plates (#37126 and #37208), all associated with 
more public usage, whereas the 3 MIC pan-1 items (#37202, #37201 and #37286), and the 2 MIC 
bowls (#37127 and #37128), are identified with the more private, behind-the-scenes role of food 
preparation. 
 
The decorated lead-glazed wares recovered here are for the most part unique to this site, the 
exception being the imitation annular creamware saucer (#37124).  The 7 MIC wares featuring 
simple green and brown decorative glazing on a yellow-glazed background are unique here simply by 
the sheer number represented, because although this decorative style has been identified on at least 
two other historical excavations they were in just one or two examples.35  A subsequent excavation 
undertaken in September/October 2008 at 710-722 George Street uncovered more of this distinctive 
decorative style, with the site associated with the early Sydney potter Thomas Ball.36

                                                      
 
35 At the Conservatorium of Music site, Sydney, and at the Parramatta Justice Precinct site, Parramatta 
36 At time of writing the analysis of the ceramic assemblage has yet to be undertaken 

  The 2 MIC 
remaining pan-1 items both featured decorations that have no comparisons on other historical 
excavations known to the author at time of writing, the combed zigzag motif (Photo 9), and a coggled 
band featuring a geometric motif (Photo 10). 
 
The 164 MIC lead-glazed wares recovered fall within the identified functions of general container 
and the food-related roles of preparation, serving, storage and consumption.  The item catalogued as 
a ‘stand’ was given the specific function of ‘unidentified’ during the cataloguing process, with its 
possible use as a saggar not raised until post-cataloguing (#37237).  The identified functions were 
only able to be assigned to 59 MIC wares, with the remaining lead-glazed items all catalogued as 
unidentified due to their very fragmentary nature and small portion size (104 MIC), the 1 MIC 
exception being the unidentified ‘stand’.  Items associated with the role of food preparation dominate 
the identified functions (36 MIC), with food preparation/storage (10 MIC), food consumption (9 
MIC), food preparation/serving (1 MIC), food storage (1 MIC), food serving (1 MIC) and container 
(1 MIC) representing the remaining identified fields.  The presence of the 10 MIC decorated lead-
glazed items, coupled with the presence of 9 MIC ceramics associated with the role of food 
consumption (3 MIC bowls, 2 MIC plates, 2 MIC saucers and 2 MIC small plates), indicates that 
although the majority of the lead-glazed wares represented on site reflect functionality, especially 
within the fields of food preparation and storage whereby items were purchased for their practical use 
and were not necessarily meant to be seen beyond their purely functional roles, some of this locally 
manufactured ware was used within the more public sphere of the household and were purchased 
with the dual roles of function and aesthetic appeal in mind. 
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The locally-manufactured slipped and self-slipped earthenware items are identified with a combined 
total of just 29 MIC wares, comprising 13 MIC slipped and 16 MIC self-slipped items.  Like the 
lead-glazed wares, the drainage-related fills of contexts 5239 and 5248 contained the most, with just 
seven contexts in total found to feature these particular types of ware.  Also like the lead-glazed 
ware, the slipped and self-slipped wares are very fragmentary, with 24 MIC out of the 29 MIC being 
unidentified due to their small fragmentary portion size.  The 5 MIC items that were able to be 
identified were catalogued within the functions of general container (2 MIC containers), and food 
preparation (1 MIC basin/bowl, 1 MIC bowl, and 1 MIC pan-1).  The high porosity of both the 
slipped and self-slipped wares, with a complete lack of any glazing to make them non-porous, would 
have made them highly unsuitable for containing liquids or ingredients with any moisture content, 
however they may have been adequate at containing dry foodstuffs and other dry materials.  The 
porosity of these wares also raises health and hygiene issues, especially if used in relation to food, 
however if glazed items were for some reason unavailable the need to “make do” would outweigh 
such considerations. 
 
The location of the site in the heart of the brickfields, coupled with the large presence of locally 
manufactured lead-glazed earthenware, and to a lesser extent the slipped and self-slipped 
earthenware, suggests that the ceramics, which were mainly found in drainage-related fills that were 
brought in from off site, may reflect the local pottery production in the vicinity.  Few of the items 
were located in deposits that reflected actual on site occupation usage and then discard, with the 
drainage fills perhaps sourced from either pottery waste dumps or the actual demolition of a pottery 
or potteries. 
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4.0 Report Conclusion 
 
4.1 Conclusion 
The site study area located at 420-426 Pitt Street and 36-38 Campbell Street, Haymarket, formed an 
L-shape around the extant Chamberlain Hotel situated on the corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets, 
however impacts from the recently demolished Hazell & Moore building and the presence of existing 
buildings at 420-426 Pitt Street meant that the area available for archaeological investigation did not 
cover the entire area, with the total area excavated covering approximately 470 square metres.  As 
stated in the introduction, the study area is located within the original part of the brickfields, centring 
on the blocks between Campbell, Elizabeth, Goulburn and George Streets. 
 
The study area was granted to William Hutchinson in 1831, after he had held it by lease from 1823.  
By 1830 a house was situated on the corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets, where the Chamberlain 
Hotel is now located, with stables and coach house at the northeast corner of the site.  In 1845 two 
stone houses are built at 36-38 Campbell Street, while Hutchinson’s house, stables and coach house 
have undergone considerable development.  By the 1880s William Hutchinson’s house and gardens 
had become the Agricultural Hotel, with associated billiard room, and between 1897 and 1920 four 
brick houses were built at 420-426 Pitt Street.  The Agricultural Hotel was demolished in the 1910s 
and the Chamberlain Hotel was built by 1920.  By 1920 a motor garage also now occupied the 
central and northeast corner of the site, and by 1921 the two houses at 36-38 Campbell Street were 
demolished to make way for the Hazell & Moore building. 
 
Although the archaeological excavation had the potential to divulge information associated with the 
early brickfield period, remains of Hutchinson’s house, gardens and associated stables and coach 
house, along with the two stone houses at 36-38 Campbell Street known to have later Chinese 
tenants, because of twentieth-century impacts only very limited evidence of on site activity was 
recovered.  The motor garage which occupied a large part of the site had caused heavy disturbance in 
the central and northeast areas of the site, and any remains of the two houses fronting onto Campbell 
Street had been destroyed by both the construction and then subsequent demolition of the Hazell & 
Moore building, including evidence of the natural landscape within the area.  The surviving 
archaeological remains investigated within the study area were associated with the Pitt Street 
frontage only. 
 
A total of 299 MIC ceramics were recovered within the site study area (620 sherds), in a total of 16 
individual contexts.  Out of these 16 contexts just six contained ceramic numbers of any significance 
– contexts 5203 (23 MIC), 5234 (33 MIC), 5235 (24 MIC), 5239 (77 MIC), 5246 (23 MIC) and 5248 
(52 MIC).  These six contexts together contained a total of 232 MIC ceramics, representing 77.6 per 
cent of the total number of ceramics found, with the remaining 67 MIC ceramics spread between the 
remaining 10 contexts and representing 22.4 per cent of the ceramics assemblage (Table 2.1). 
 
Context 5203 is the number assigned to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast area of the site and 
the 23 MIC ceramics recovered reflect the very mixed nature of this context.  Context 5234 is the fill 
within pit cut 5233, located in the western part of the site, behind Hutchinson’s house, and is one of 
many features identified here that are believed to possibly relate to the areas use as gardens.  The 33 
MIC ceramics recovered from this fill are generally indicative of a mid nineteenth-century 
assemblage, however some later contamination of the deposit was also noted.  It was also cut by a 
later service trench, 5235, that was found to contain conjoining “Fibre” pattern saucer sherds between 
this service trench and the pit fill, confirming the likelihood of later disturbance and contamination.  
The 24 MIC ceramics relating to the service trench 5235 are also mostly indicative of the mid-
nineteenth century, with the trench believed to be associated with the motor garage.  Contexts 5239 
and 5246 are two of four fill deposits that were used to alleviate drainage issues in the central part of 
the site (the other two fills being 5242 and 5243).  The fills contained various artefact inclusions, 
including ceramics, that would have aided in drainage, with fills 5239 (77 MIC), and 5246 (23 MIC) 
featuring the most ceramics.  The fills appear to belong to the one event, post-dating the construction 
of Hutchinson’s stables, but not necessarily by a long time, and were brought onto site from 
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elsewhere.  These two fills are dominated by the presence of locally manufactured lead-glazed, 
slipped and self-slipped earthenware.  Context 5248, containing 52 MIC ceramics, was the fill in 
drainage channel 5249.  This channel may represent the earliest on site evidence for drainage, before 
being superseded by the four fills of 5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243.  The base of fill 5248 is thought to 
represent the original filling of the channel during its use as a drain, whereas the upper part appeared 
to be later and possibly relates to the same filling event of 5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243.  The 52 MIC 
ceramics catalogued from 5248 are very like those found in the drainage fills of 5239 and 5246. 
 
All archaeological evidence relating to the two 1845 stone houses at 36-38 Campbell Street had been 
destroyed as a result of the construction and then later demolition of the Hazell & Moore building, 
with these two houses known to have been occupied by overseas Chinese in the early 1900s.  All 
artefact bearing deposits had been destroyed and so evidence of their occupation was lost.  The 10 
MIC ceramics identified as being of Chinese manufacture were recovered within seven separate 
contexts all unrelated to 36-38 Campbell Street and do not reflect overseas Chinese occupation.  
These seven contexts relate to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast area of the site (5203), pit 
fills in an area behind William Hutchinson’s house believed to have been used as gardens (5215, 
5232 and 5234), service trench fill (5235), and drainage fills (5239 and 5248). 
 
The 10 MIC Chinese ceramics, identified as blue hand-painted export porcelain (7 MIC), blue hand-
painted fine stoneware (2 MIC), and glazed fine stoneware (1 MIC), can not be seen as reflecting 
ethnic Chinese usage as these wares were just as likely to be used by the European consumer.  The 
blue hand-painted export porcelain plate identified with the “Canton” pattern, dating between c1790 
to c1850 (#37091), was recovered from the pit fill 5215, located in an area believed to have been 
used as gardens behind Hutchinson’s house, and this pattern was made specifically for export to 
overseas Western markets and was not designed for domestic Chinese consumption.  The 3 MIC 
ginger jars, 1 MIC brown-glazed ‘provincial ware’ container, and the 2 MIC ‘kitchen ch’ing’ bowls 
are items commonly found on historical archaeological excavations associated with overseas Chinese 
occupation, however they are just as commonly found associated with European households, 
although the presence of ‘provincial ware’ is more unusual given the contents of these items were 
seen to be more popular with the Chinese palate than that of the European. 
 
A total of 23 ceramic types were recovered from across the site study area, with the locally 
manufactured lead-glazed ware very much dominating the assemblage, with the 164 MIC 
representing 55 per cent of the entire ceramic assemblage, out of the total 299 MIC ceramics found.  
The early locally-manufactured wares of self-slipped and slipped earthenware are, by contrast, found 
in far fewer numbers, 16 MIC and 13 MIC respectively, representing a combined total of just 9.6 per 
cent of the total.  With the locally manufactured wares of lead-glazed, self-slipped and slipped 
earthenware representing 64.6 per cent of the total ceramic decorative range recovered here, on a 
combined total of 193 MIC ceramics, the remaining 20 decorative types were all represented in fairly 
low numbers.  Blue transfer print was the most commonly found decorative ware after the lead-
glazed earthenware, representing 33 MIC ceramics (11%), with transfer prints in other colours, 
including blue transfer-printed pearlware, all represented by single digit numbers. 
 
The 82 MIC ceramics identified as being manufactured in the United Kingdom, representing just 
over a quarter of the entire ceramic assemblage (27.4%), are characterized here by fine earthenware, 
semi-vitreous fine earthenware, and bone china fabrics combined with a range of decorative types 
and in a number of identified patterns.  The decorative range represented here includes banded, blue 
flow, transfer prints in various colours, blue transfer-printed pearlware, creamware, edgeware 
pearlware, plain pearlware, sprigged, white-glazed bone china, white-glazed and moulded semi-
vitreous fine earthenware, whiteware, and moulded whiteware.  A total of 25 MIC ceramics featured 
identified patterns, with 10 individual patterns recognized, all commonly found on historical 
excavations, and were either transfer printed, white-glazed and moulded semi-vitreous fine 
earthenware, or moulded whiteware.  The identified patterns are generally representative of the mid 
nineteenth-century, with just two beginning production in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 
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Of the 299 MIC ceramics recovered from the study area, 160 MIC of these were recovered from 
drainage-related fills that were brought in from elsewhere off site to help alleviate site drainage 
problems, with these 160 MIC representing over half of the total ceramic assemblage (53.5%).  These 
fills, contexts 5239 (77 MIC), 5242 (5 MIC), 5243 (3 MIC), 5246 (23 MIC), and 5248 (52 MIC), are 
thought to have occurred in the one event, post-dating the construction of William Hutchinson’s 
stables.  Context 5248 was actually the fill within a drainage channel (5249), with this channel 
possibly representing the earliest on site evidence for drainage before being superseded by the four 
drainage fills of 5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243.  Fill 5248 was noted during excavation as having fewer 
inclusions and being of a softer sandy silt at its base than the upper part, suggesting that the lower 
part of the fill was related to the earlier original use of the channel as a drain, whereas the upper part 
of the fill was part of the same later filling event as 5239, 5246, 5242 and 5243.  The ceramics 
contained in fill 5248 are comparable to those found in the fills of 5239 and 5246. 
 
The fact that over half of the ceramics recovered from the site occurred within deposits that were 
sourced from off site, and do not therefore accurately reflect the actual use and occupation of the site, 
coupled with the fact that much of the archaeology had been heavily impacted upon by twentieth-
century activities meaning that the surviving archaeology was limited, restricted the ceramic analysis 
and meant that the original research questions posed in the Excavation Permit Application were no 
longer relevant.  The relatively high representation of locally manufactured lead-glazed earthenware, 
coupled with the lesser number of locally made slipped and self-slipped earthenware, has however 
allowed for additional information to be garnered and added to the ongoing research into these early 
locally-manufactured wares, especially in regards to shapes produced and variety of decoration. 
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Appendix 1: Lead Glazed and Self-Slipped Type Series of Shapes 
 
Lead-Glazed Shapes 
 
BOWL 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215 / #37127  
V: Y7 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int: yellow (5Y 8/8)  
 Rim dia: 250mm Base dia: 130mm Height: 110mm Body angle: 125 o 
Drawing sheet: 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BOWL 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215 / #37128  
V: Y8 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int: yellow (5Y 8/8)  
 Rim dia: 220mm Base dia:  Height: Body angle: 117 o 
Drawing sheet: 1 
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BOWL 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215 / #37130  
V: Y9 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/4) Glaze int: yellow (10YR 7/8)  
 Rim dia: 230mm Base dia: 127mm Height: 130mm Body angle: 122 o 
Drawing sheet: 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOWL 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239/ #37206  
V: Y19 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int & ext: pale yellow (5Y 8/4)  
 Rim dia: uneven rim edge  Base dia: Height: Body angle: 
Drawing sheet: 5 
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BOWL 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239/ #37207  
V: Y20 Fabric: white (2.5Y 8/1) Glaze int & ext: pale yellow (5Y 8/3)  

 Rim dia: 100mm Base dia: Height: Body angle: 
Drawing sheet: 5 

 

 
 
 
DISH 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5248 / #37288  
V: B32 Fabric: very pale brown (10YR 8/2) Glaze int: brownish yellow (10YR 6/8)  
 Rim dia: 225mm Base dia: 155mm Height: 35mm Body angle: 140 o 
Drawing sheet: 4 
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DRAINER/COLANDER 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239 / #37205  
V: B18 Fabric: very pale brown (10YR 8/2) Glaze int: brownish yellow (10YR 6/8)  
 Rim dia: Base dia: 210mm Height: Body angle: 125 o 
Drawing sheet: 6 

 

 
 
 
 
DRAINER 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239 / #37203  
V: Y18 Fabric: white (2.5Y 8/1) Glaze int: yellow (5Y 8/6)  
 Rim dia: Base dia: 147mm Height: Body angle: 131 o 
Drawing sheet: 5 
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PAN-1 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215 / #37129  
V: B3 Fabric: reddish yellow (5YR 7/8) Glaze int: strong brown (7.5YR 5/8)  
 Rim dia: 323mm Base dia: 195mm Height: 94mm Body angle: 135 o 
Drawing sheet: 3 

 
 
 
 
 
PAN-1 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239 / #37202  
V: Y17 Fabric: white (2.5Y 8/1) Glaze int: pale yellow (7.5Y 8/4)  
 Rim dia: 250mm Base dia: Height: Body angle: 130 o 
Drawing sheet: 1 

 

 
 
 
PAN-1 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5248 / #37286  
V: B30 Fabric: reddish yellow (5YR 7/6) Glaze int: brown (10YR 4/3)  
 Rim dia: 235mm Base dia: 130mm Height: 63mm Body angle: 134 o 
Drawing sheet: 5 
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PAN-1 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239 / #37200  
V: B16 Fabric: very pale brown (10YR 8/3) Glaze int: brownish yellow (10YR 6/8)  
 Rim dia: 285mm Base dia: 167mm Height: 86mm Body angle: 135 o 
Drawing sheet: 2 

 
 
 
PAN-1 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215 / #37123  
V: Y3 Fabric: very pale brown (10YR 8/4) Glaze int: pale yellow (2.5Y 7/4)  
 Rim dia:  Base dia: 190mm Height: Body angle: 124 o 
Drawing sheet: 2 

 

 
 
PAN-1 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239 / #37201  
V: Y16 Fabric: very pale brown (10YR 8/3) Glaze int: yellow (5Y 8/6)  
 Rim dia: 280mm Base dia: 160mm Height: 88mm Body angle: 130 o 
Drawing sheet: 6 
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PLATE 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215 / #37126  
V: Y6 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int & ext: pale yellow (5Y 8/4)  
 Rim dia: 220mm Base dia: 150mm  Height: 18mm Body angle: 158 o 
Drawing sheet: 4 
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PLATE 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239 / #37208  
V: Y21 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int & ext: yellow (5Y 8/6)  
 Rim dia: 200mm Base dia: 120mm  Height: 38mm Body angle: 137 o 
Drawing sheet: 7 

 

 
 
PLATE (PROFILE) 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239 / #37208  
V: Y21 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int & ext: yellow (5Y 8/6)  
 Rim dia: 200mm Base dia: 120mm  Height: 38mm Body angle: 137 o 
Drawing sheet: 7 
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POT 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5239 / #37209  
V: B19 Fabric: very pale brown (10YR 8/4) Glaze int: olive brown (2.5Y 4/4)  
 Rim dia: Base dia: 130mm Height:  Body angle: 104 o 
Drawing sheet: 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
POT 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5248 / #37287  
V: B31 Fabric: very pale brown (10YR 8/3) Glaze int: strong brown (7.5YR 5/8)  
 Rim dia: Base dia: 130mm Height:  Body angle: 115 o 
Drawing sheet: 4 
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SAUCER (PROFILE) 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215 / #37124  
V: Y4 Fabric: white (7.5Y 8/1) Glaze int: yellow (2.5Y 8/6)  
 Rim dia: 125mm Base dia: 76mm Height: 29mm Body angle: 135 o 
Drawing sheet: 7 

 

 
 

 
 
SAUCER 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215 / #37124  
V: Y4 Fabric: white (7.5Y 8/1) Glaze int: yellow (2.5Y 8/6)  
 Rim dia: 125mm Base dia: 76mm Height: 29mm Body angle: 135 o 
Drawing sheet: 7 
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SMALL PLATE 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5215/ #37125  
V: Y5 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int & ext: pale yellow (5Y 8/3)  
 Rim dia: 160mm  Base dia: Height: Body angle: 
Drawing sheet: 5 

 

 

 
 
 
SMALL PLATE 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5203 / #37109  
V: Y1 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int: yellow (2.5Y 8/6)  
 Rim dia: 150mm Base dia:  Height:  Body angle:  
Drawing sheet: 5 

 

 
 
 
 
STAND/SAGGAR? 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5246 / #37237  
V: Y23 Fabric: pale yellow (2.5Y 8/2) Glaze int: pale yellow (2.5Y 

7/4) 
Glaze ext: yellow 
(2.5Y 7/8) 

 Rim dia: 220mm Base dia: 200mm Height: 34mm Body angle:  117 o 
Drawing sheet: 7 
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Self-Slipped Shapes 
 
BOWL 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5232 / #37134  
V: SS2 Fabric: reddish yellow (5YR 7/6) Slip int & ext: reddish yellow (5YR 7/6)  
 Rim dia:  Base dia: 90mm Height: Body angle: 133 o 
Drawing sheet: 2 

 

 

 
 
 
BOWL/BASIN 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5248 / #37285  
V: SS3 Fabric: pink (7.5YR 8/3) Slip int & ext: pink (7.5YR 8/3)  
 Rim dia: 215mm Base dia: Height: Body angle:  
Drawing sheet: 5 

 

 

 
 
PAN-1 
Site: Pitt & Campbell Sts, Haymarket 5203 / #37110  
V: SS1 Fabric: very pale brown (10YR 8/3) Slip int & ext: very pale brown (10YR 8/3)  
 Rim dia:  Base dia: 245mm Height: Body angle: 130 o 
Drawing sheet: 6 
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