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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
On the basis of the historical information known about the study area, the archaeological excavation 
had the potential to yield remains associated with the early brickfield-period, some remains of 
William Hutchinson’s house with its associated gardens and stables buildings, and two c1845 houses 
with later Chinese occupation. 
 
No clear evidence was found associated with the early brickfields, however evidence of site 
preparation activities, probably dating to prior William Hutchinson’s usage of the area, were found.   
The archaeological excavation also revealed evidence of the stables area associated with William 
Hutchinson’s house, as well as footings of the house.  In the area of the stables, both pre-dating and 
dating to their use, evidence was found of attempts to alleviate the drainage problems of this 
naturally sloping site.  This evidence was found in association with large quantities of lead glazed 
ceramic. 
 
During the archaeological excavation of the area it became evident that the two c1845 houses did not 
survive the impacts of the 20th century buildings.  The site was also heavily disturbed in the 
northwest corner and central sections from impacts associated with the motor garage that occupied a 
large portion of the site in the 20th century. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Background 
The archaeological excavation of the study area ran for 10 days between 14th and 30th March 2005.  
Several days within this time period were spent off site due to heavy rain. The remains investigated 
on site, and discussed within this report, were associated with the Pitt Street frontage only.  Due to 
the impacts of the Hazel & Moore building, which was located at 36–38 Campbell Street, there was 
no evidence remaining of the two stone built-houses, which fronted onto Campbell Street.   
 
 
1.2 Study Area 
The study area formed an L-shaped property around the Chamberlain Hotel, which is located on the 
corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets.  The footprint of this Hotel is not within the area investigated.  
Due to the impacts of the Hazel & Moore building and the extant buildings 420–426 Pitt Street the 
archaeological excavation did not cover the whole of this L-shaped property.  The area investigated 
measured up to 29m east to west and 21m north to south, covering an area of approximately 470 
square metres.  
 
 
1.3 Excavation and Recording Methodology 
The site was first open up using a mechanical excavator under the supervision of an archaeologist.  
Overburden and modern deposits were removed onto recognisable archaeological deposits.  This 
created an open area for more detailed excavation.  Archaeological features were exposed, cleaned 
with hand tools, recorded using standard context recording sheets, photographed and planned to 
scale.  Each archaeological feature and deposit was assigned a context number, and any artefacts 
from that context were collected, and processed (washed and bagged) on site for further analysis by 
specialists.  During the excavation context numbers 5201 to 5257 were assigned to the archaeological 
features investigated.  A sampling strategy was also adopted for the site, with soil samples taken to 
provide information on the soil and pollens, also to be undertaken by a specialist.  This form of 
excavation and recording is considered to be best archaeological practice.   
 
 
1.4 Phases 
The following phases were identified as potentially having archaeological remains on the subject site: 

1. Natural Landscape 
2. Aboriginal use of the area 
3. 1788 to c1823 – brickfields 
4. c1823 to 1845 – ownership and occupation by William Hutchinson, with large house, garden 

and stables 
5. 1845 to 1920 – Agricultural Hotel and Billiard Room, subdivision of property, building of 

terraces along Pitt Street 
6. 1920 to 2003 – demolition of Hutchinson’s House and Agricultural Hotel, occupation of 420 

to 426 Pitt Street shops, construction of Chamberlain Hotel and Motor Garage 
7. Unstratified collection and cleaning 

Of these phases the archaeological remains found on site fell predominantly into Phase 4, William 
Hutchinson’s ownership and occupation.  Deposits were also excavated from Phases 5 and 6 along 
with natural deposits from Phase 1. 
 
1.5 Limitations 
The trench report was written without access to the artefact catalogue and any dates these may have 
provided to assist with phasing.  The information came from the recording done on site and the 
historical material available from Casey & Lowe, Archaeological Assessment, 420–426 Pitt Street & 
36–38 Campbell Street, Sydney City, 2003.  During the process of writing the final report the trench 
report was reviewed  
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1.6 Authorship 
The archaeological program was managed by Dr Mary Casey with field staff: Franz Reidel, Tim 
Adams, Jill Miskella and Glen Suey.  The trench report was written by Tim Adams, and reviewed by 
Abi Cryerhall and Dr Mary Casey, Director, Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd.  All site plans were drawn in the 
field by Franz Reidel with Tim Adams producing the annotated computer plans.   
 
 
1.7 Acknowledgements 
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2.0 Historical Background 
 
2.1 Brief Historical Background 
This section summarises the site occupation and land use from information from Casey & Lowe 
(2003), Archaeological Assessment, 420–426 Pitt Street & 36–38 Campbell Street, Sydney City.  Due 
to the impacts of the Hazel & Moore building at 36–38 Campbell Street there was no evidence 
remaining of the two stone-built houses known to be present by 1854.  Thus this part of the subject 
site will not be dealt with in this historical summary.  The corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets, now 
occupied by the Chamberlain Hotel and a laneway is not within the study area but will be dealt with 
in this section due to common ownership and usage by William Hutchinson.  Hutchinson also owned 
the property to the north which Casey & Lowe excavated in 1996.  They both contained parts of his 
garden.   
 
In 1802 the subject site was outside the town of Sydney.  At this time it was within the brickfields 
area.  By 1830 there was a building located at the corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets, and another at 
the northeast corner of the site, behind 36–38 Campbell Street in the area of the stables (Fig. 2.1).  
These structures were built on land owned by William Hutchinson.  By 1854 Hutchinson had a 
substantial house on the corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets, on the site of the present Chamberlain 
Hotel, with gardens to the north and brick stables and a Coach House to the northeast (Fig. 2.2).  
After 1865 and prior to 1880 Hutchinson’s house had become the Agricultural Hotel with a Billiard 
Room and yard to the north (Figs 2.3, 2.4).  The stables still existed in the northeast corner of the site 
and an additional stable shed had been built along the northern boundary (Fig. 2.4).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.1: Plan showing buildings on the corner property by 1830.  The house in the southwest is mostly on 
the site of the hotel and that in the northeast is behind 36–38 Campbell Street. This is presumably 
Hutchinson’s house while the building in the northwest corner is the stables.  A. Hallen’s Surveys in 
the City of Sydney, SR Reel 2628, Field Book 247.   
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The next major changes to the site were completed by 1920.  Hutchinson’s stone house, which had 
been incorporated into the Agricultural Hotel by 1880, was demolished in the 1910s for the 
construction of the Chamberlain Hotel on the corner of Pitt and Campbell Streets.  Between 1897 and 
1920 four new brick houses were built at 420–426 Pitt Street on the land previously occupied by 
Hutchinson’s gardens and the Billiard Room.  With the demolition of the yard and stables used by 
Hutchinson, and later the Agricultural Hotel, the central and northeast corner of the site was now 
occupied by a motor garage with the Pitt Street frontage having four terraces built above part of the 
former garden (Fig. 2.5). 
 
 

 

Figure 2.2: The stone cottage is mostly under the hotel but the northern garden was within the study area as 
well as the two stone houses on Campbell Street and the stables and coach house at the rear.  Green 
box excluded from study area.  Survey of the Property of the late William Hutchinson Esq. in Pitt and 
Campbell Streets, Sydney by E.J.H. Knapp, Dec. 1854.    
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Figure 2.3: This plan indicates that the main vehicular access is from Pitt Street, immediately north of the 
garden, which leads directly into the stables at the rear of the Campbell Street properties.  Detail from 
1865 Trignometrical Survey  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.4: Dove’s 1880 plan of the study area. Green box excluded from study area. ML FM4/10397 
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Figure 2.5: Survey plan for auction showing the study area as lots 1 and 2, 1920. Green box excluded from 

study area.  ML SPZ 811.1743/3 
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3.0 Results of Field Work 
 
3.1 Phase 6 – demolition of Hutchinson’s House and Agricultural Hotel, occupation of 420 

to 426 Pitt Street shops, construction of Chamberlain Hotel and Motor Garage 
The initial deposits on site were monitored machine excavated onto recognisable archaeological 
deposits or remains.  The contexts within Phase 6 were predominantly all machine excavated.  
 
Context 5201 was the first number to be assigned.  It consisted of a machine-made brick slab, 80mm 
in depth, which covered the northeast area of the site, approximately 15 x 12m.  Beneath the brick 
slab a concrete slab (5202), which covered the whole of the site, was removed.  This slab was 
constructed of crushed sandstone with a depth of 120mm.  These two slabs were probably associated 
with the c1920s motor garage, which occupied the whole of the subject site dealt with in this trench 
report (Fig.2.4).  Beneath 5202, and cutting the fill layers below, were several service trenches (5216 
and 5235) which were probably also associated with the use of the motor garage. 
 
In the northeast corner of the site concrete slab 5202 was above remains belonging to Phase 5, with 
the exception of context 5203.  This context was assigned to the unstratified cleaning of the northeast 
area (Phase 7).  The remainder of the site was covered with a series of fills overlying earlier deposits.  
These fill layers, found below 5202, probably constitute the preparation and levelling of the site prior 
to the construction of the garage.  They consisted of a 300mm deep deposit of dark grey boiler ash 
(5206), which overlay a layer of mixed brick demolition.  This deposit, assigned context number 
5207, comprised of broken and crushed sandstock and machine-made bricks, it was between 50 and 
150mm deep.  Beneath 5207 was a 50 to 150mm deep layer of redeposited buff brown clay (5208).   
 
The final deposit belonging to this phase was 5210.  This was contained within the sandstone 
footings 5217 in the southwest corner of the site.  These footings form the rear of the Hutchinson 
House, discussed within phase 4.  Context 5210 represents the demolition of Hutchinson’s house, 
which later became the Agricultural Hotel, prior to the construction of the Chamberlain Hotel and the 
garage.  The demolition fill covered an area of 6 x 3.5m and was between 420 and 450mm deep.  It 
consisted of a loose mid-light brown sandy fill containing sandstock bricks, mortar, render and 
sandstone rubble (Photo 1).  A brick sample was retained from this fill, measuring 224 x 115 x 
55mm.  No frogs were identified on the bricks. 
 
With the exception of contexts 5203 and 5210 no artefacts were found within the deposits excavated 
from this phase.   
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Photo 3.1: Shows section through demolition (5210) with quantities of orange sandstock bricks at top of photo.  
Looking west, scale 1m. 
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3.2 Phase 5 – 1845 to 1920 – Agricultural Hotel and Billiard Room, subdivision of property, 
building of terraces along Pitt Street 

Within Phase 5 the stables buildings constructed and used by William Hutchinson (Phase 4) continue 
in use in association with the Agricultural Hotel.  There is archaeological evidence for alterations and 
changes in this northeastern portion of the site that have been interpreted as belonging to this phase. 
 
Deposit 5204 was a bitumen surface found in the northeastern part of the site.  It was between 20 and 
40mm deep.  This surface was above a redeposited mottled dirty cream and pink clay layer (5205) 
c300mm in depth.  Deposit 2505 appeared to have been the bedding/preparation fill for the bitumen 
surface 5204.  These two deposits covered the Phase 4 remains of the Hutchinson stables but ran up 
to the eastern sandstone wall of the stables structure.  This wall (5257) also functions as the eastern 
boundary wall of the property.  The stables buildings may have been reconfigured during the 
Agricultural Hotel usage of this rear area.  Bitumen 5204 may have been a later surface within this 
newly configured building of which only the eastern wall, 5217, survived. 
 
There were a series of glazed terracotta stormwater pipes running from both outside the site in the 
north or from the stables footings in the east, these were collectively assigned context 5228.  The 
pipes all appeared to connect to the southwest of the brick paving 5226 (Phase 4) and seem to 
represent an attempt to alleviate the poor drainage on the site, replacing the older, Phase 4, drains 
(5249 for example).  There was a square sandstock brick sump (5229) measuring 580 x 500mm, that 
had been internally cement rendered sometime after its construction.  This may have occurred when 
the pipes 5228 were installed.  One of these pipes ran from the sump.  A service trench also ran into 
the sump from the north, fill 5250 and cut 5251.  This had no pipe in it and may have been an open 
trench draining down from the property to the north of this site.  The fill of this trench contained none 
of the early material found in adjacent Phase 4 trench 5249.  For this reason and its links to the sump 
and terracotta pipes 5228 it is thought to belong in phase 5. 
 
In this same area of the site there were four fill deposits (5239, 5246, 5242, and 5243) post-dating the 
construction of the stables buildings and possibly associated with drains 5228 and the need to address 
and alleviate drainage issues in the central part of this naturally sloping site (Photo 3.2).  These fills 
all consisted of grey brown sandy silt mottled with up to 30 per cent yellow clay and containing 
sandstock and sandstone fragments.  They all contained quantities of lead glazed ceramic (Photo 3.3).  
These fills were c100mm deep and collectively covered a linear area of approximately 4 x 1m.  They 
all appear to belong to the same event.  Fill had been brought onto the site from elsewhere to fill dips 
and depressions that had been caused by the large amount of water that can drain across this naturally 
sloping site.  This was witnessed during the on site work, after heavy water ran freely across the site, 
down slope to the south.  The ceramic, brick and sandstone inclusions within the fills would have 
helped with the drainage. 
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Photo 3.2: Deposit 5239 in centre of photo.  Looking north at wall built on the DMR A site, scale 1m.  
 
 

Photo 3.3: Detail of lead-glazed ceramics, mostly the orange sherds, within deposit 5239.  Looking north, scale 
1m. 
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3.3 Phase 4 – c1823 to 1845 – ownership and occupation by William Hutchinson, with large 
house, garden and stables 

In the southwest corner of the site, over an area of c7 x 4m, sandstone footings were revealed beneath 
demolition fill 5210 (Phase 6) (Photo 3.4).  These footings were heavily impacted upon by two petrol 
tanks on their eastern edge and were cut by the footings of the Chamberlain Hotel to the south and 
the footings of 420 to 426 Pitt Street to the west.  They were most likely to be the footings of 
William Hutchinson’s house, later re-used as the Agricultural Hotel.  The footings were assigned 
context number 5217.   
 
The sandstone footings (Photo 3.4) comprised of an east-west running wall, probably the side wall of 
the residence, and two internal north-south running wall footings, which divided the remains into two 
rooms; Room 1 to the west and Room 2 to the east.  There were up to five courses of sub-rectangular 
rough cut sandstone blocks laid in two rows with smaller sandstone rubble packing between.  The 
main blocks measured between 1000 x 250 x 300mm to 250 x 250 x 250mm.  The mortar between 
the blocks was yellow-brown sand with some crushed shell inclusions.  The width of the footings 
measured c590mm at the top and stepped out internally to c890mm at the base.  They had been laid 
against the edge of the foundation cut on the outside and stepped out within the cut internally to the 
building.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3.4: Sandstone footings 5217, Hutchinson’s house and later Agricultural Hotel.  Room 1 is at the back 

with Room 2 in the foreground.  Looking west, scale 1m. 
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Room 1 measured c4m east-to-west.  Its north-south dimensions are unknown due to the impacts of 
the Chamberlain Hotel.  It appeared to have been heavily disturbed during the c1900 demolition and 
no underfloor or constructional deposits remain.  A c500mm wide trench cut across the room adding 
to the high level of disturbance.  Due to the petrol tanks and the Chamberlain Hotel no dimensions 
for Room 2 are known.  The walls of this room were cement rendered internally, c10 to 15mm thick, 
with a white painted plaster finish.  A sample of this render was retained.  A small metal vent was 
located in the north-south footing measuring 225 x 65mm (Photo 3.4).   
 
Room 2 contained both underfloor and constructional deposits.  These deposits only survived in the 
southern half of the room, covering an area of approximately 2050 x 1850mm.  Underfloor deposit 
5213 was a loose, moist dark grey brown sandy silt with a high percentage of charcoal flecks, its 
depth was between 5 and 40mm (Photo 3.5).  The artefacts found included pins, glass, window glass, 
ceramics, a bead and a fragment of plastic comb.  These finds are likely to belong to the Agricultural 
Hotel period of occupation rather than that of William Hutchinson.  Construction-like fill 5219 was 
beneath the underfloor deposit (5213).  This deposit comprised of a light dirty cream coloured lime 
and sandy fill with small crushed shell inclusions (Photo 3.6).  It remained unexcavated. 
 
Across the western part of the site, up against wall footings (5217) and beneath the clay fill layer 
5208 of Phase 6, was a fine sandy silt fill (5209) between 100 and 600mm deep (Photo 3.7).  The 
upper part of this deposit was dark grey with a high percentage of charcoal inclusions and small 
sandstock brick and sandstone inclusions.  The deposit became a lighter grey towards the base with 
fewer inclusions.  Context 5209 appears to be an introduced fill imported onto the site during the 
occupation of Hutchinson’s residence.  It may be associated with the use of this rear area as gardens 
and the levelling of the area.  The deposit increases in depth down slope to the southwest, towards the 
building footings 5217.  The increasingly mixed nature of the deposit towards the top suggests it was 
being heavily used and disturbed, as is common with garden-type deposits.  Soil sample 10 and 
pollen sample 11 were collected from the top of fill 5209; soil sample 12 and pollen sample 13 were 
taken from the base of fill 5209.  Sample 13 was analysed in the Pollen Report.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3.5: Underfloor deposit 5213.  Looking west, scale 1m. 
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Photo 3.6: Constructional deposit 5219.  Looking west, scale 1m. 
 
 

Photo 3.7: West section of site showing sandy silt deposit 5209.  Looking west, scale 1m.   
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In the western part of the site, beneath fill 5209, there were many cut features that possibly date to 
the use of this area, behind Hutchinson’s house, as gardens (Photo 3.8).  They are likely to have cut 
through fill deposit 5209 but were not visible until exposed in the subsoil.  The relationship between 
deposit 5209 and these features was unclear during the machine excavation of 5209, due the 
similarities in their fills.  These features were predominantly circular or sub-rectangular in shape with 
grey brown sandy clay or silty clay fills.  Across this area there were also a number of square and 
circular posthole-like features.  These postholes were spread across this western garden area in a 
haphazard fashion, forming no easily discernable pattern.  All of these features were planned and 
recorded (Fig. 3.1).  However due to time constraints, and the shallow nature of many of them, only a 
few were archaeologically excavated.  These are discussed below. 
 
Cut 5231 was an irregular oval shape in plan with gently sloping sides and a rounded base.  It 
measured 1300 x 1020 x 30–80mm.  This feature was filled with fine dark grey sandy silt (5232) 
with occasional charcoal flecks and small sandstock brick and sandstone inclusions.  Fill 5232 was 
half-sectioned.  The artefacts found included lead-glaze ceramics.   
 
Feature 5214 was located in the northwest and was cut by service trench 5216 (Photo 3.9).  It was a 
large semi-circular pit measuring 1500 x 760 x 100–230mm.  It may have originally been circular; 
however service 5216 has removed any evidence of this.  Pit 5216 had sloping sides and a fairly flat 
base that sloped towards the northeast.  It was filled with 5215, a dark grey-brown sandy clay with 
occasional charcoal flecks and ironstone and sandstock brick inclusions.  This fill was fully 
excavated and contained a high proportion, of often-large fragments, of lead glaze ceramic. 
 
Cut 5233 was a large circular pit cut by service trench 5235.  It had vertical sides and a flat base with 
slight undulations.  Its diameter measured 1600mm and its depth between 350 to 380mm.  It was 
filled with 5234; a buff orange and pink mottled redeposited clay with lenses of moist very dark grey 
sandy silt.  This fill was fully excavated (Photo 3.10). 
 
Cut 5237 was a sub-rectangular pit measuring 1050 x 670 x 190–370mm.  It had near vertical sides 
and a flat base with a deeper, oval shaped, 240mm wide, hole in its centre.  It appeared to have been 
a large posthole (Photo 3.11).  The fill (5238) was half-sectioned and consisted of compact dark grey 
brown silty clay with fine sandy lenses and pockets of yellow clay.  It contained small ironstone and 
sandstone inclusions, but very few artefacts.   
 
The final of these excavated features was located in the northeast corner of the site against the 
northern boundary.  It was cut by the present boundary wall footing (Photo 3.12).  This pit (5241) 
was an irregular semi-circle in shape with gradually sloping sides in towards a flat, vaguely 
undulating, base.  It measured 1000 x 650 x 100mm.  Cut 5241 was filled with 5240, a grey brown 
fine sandy silt mottled with redeposited orange buff clay.  This fill was charcoal flecked and 
contained sandstock brick fragments.  The fill became increasingly clayey towards the base.  The fill 
5240 was half-sectioned and no artefacts were found in this fill. 
 
One additional pit feature was excavated in this western area of the site.  Pit cut 5212 was beneath fill 
5209 and appeared to be cut by the sandstone footings, 5217, of Hutchinson’s house, making it 
stratigraphically the earliest feature in this part of the site.  The pit cut (5212) was semi-circular in 
shape, although may originally have been circular prior to the construction of the house.  It had 
gently sloping sides and a base that sloped gently towards the centre of the pit.  This cut was filled 
with 5211, a firm, moist grey brown silty sand mottled with compact yellow redeposited clay and 
charcoal flecks.  Fill 5211 was half-sectioned (Photo 3.13).  The artefacts retrieved included ceramic, 
glass and metal fragments. 
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Photo 3.8: Western area of site showing features probably cut through sandy slit deposit 5209.  Looking north, 
scale 1m. 

 

Photo 3.9: Pre-excavation feature 5214.  The mottled pinky fill in the foreground is the service trench 5216. 
Looking north, scale 1m.
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Photo 3.10: Post-excavation cut 5233 with service trench 5235 running thought the middle of the pit.  Looking 
west, scale 1m. 

Photo 3.11: Half-section of fill 5238.  Looking north, scale 1m. 
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Photo 3.12: Half-section of fill 5240.  Looking west, scale 1m. 
 

Photo 3.13: Half-section of fill 5211, pit 5212.  Looking west, scale 1m. 
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In the eastern area of the site the probable remains of the stables buildings were discovered (Photos 
3.14, 3.15).  These remains comprised of sandstone footings (5221 5225, and 5257), sandstone 
flagging (5222) and an area of sandstock brick paving (5226).  
 
Sandstone footing 5257 ran along the eastern boundary of the site (Photo 3.14).  It probably formed 
the eastern wall of the stables and coach house identified on the 1854 Survey of the Property of the 
late William Hutchinson Esq.  in Pitt and Campbell Streets by E.  J.  H.  Knapp (Figure 2).  At its 
southern end this wall was preserved up to five courses high.  It appeared to have been retained and 
used as a wall footing through to the use of the area as a garage (Phase 6).  This sandstone built wall 
measured 12.4m in length and was 550mm wide.  It was built using assorted roughly cut sub-
rectangular blocks measuring between 700 x 250 x 200mm and 250 x 150 x 20mm.  Generally the 
blocks were laid in two rows with smaller rougher stone packing in between the rows and an 
occasional rectangular block laid lengthways across the width of the wall.  The mortar used was a 
coarse sandy shell mortar.   
 
Abutting the southern half of wall 5257 were footings 5221.  These three footings, and wall 5257, 
formed a building/room, with internal measurements of 6.85 x 4.45m, and a sandstone flagged floor, 
5222 (Photo 3.15).  Wall footings 5221 survived up to three courses in height and were again 
constructed of roughly dressed sub-rectangular sandstone blocks laid in two rows with smaller 
irregular stone packing in between the rows and an occasional rectangular block laid lengthways 
across the wall’s width.  The mortar used was a coarse sandy shell mortar, a sample of which was 
retained (sample 1).  The two east-west running footings abutted wall 5257 but were bonded with the 
southern north-south running return.  The sandstone blocks used measured from 750 x 250 x 200mm 
to 300 x 250 x 250mm.  Wall footings 5221 were laid into foundation trench cut 5253.  This trench 
appears to have been cut approximately the same width (c450 to 500mm) as the walls, which were 
laid up against the edge of the trench, only occasionally leaving room for fill 5252.  This fill 
remained unexcavated and comprised of dark grey brown sandy silt.  E. J.  H.  Knapp’s survey 
recorded that the stables buildings were brick built.  There was no evidence for this found on site, 
although the brick superstructure could have been removed at the time of demolition.   
 
Along the northern edge and across the northeast quarter of this building the remains of sandstone 
flagged floor (5222) were found (Fig. 3.1).  This was sitting on a bedding layer, between 10 and 
40mm thick, of loose, pale brown sand with large shell fragments and crushed shell inclusions 
(5223).  The flagging would have covered the entire floor area of this room, as remnant bedding was 
found across the entire floor area, often with the impression of sandstone flagging pressed into its 
surface (Photo 3.16).  Flagging 5222 comprised of large dressed sandstone blocks measuring 
between 750 x 630mm and 450 x 450mm.  They had a standard thickness of 100mm.  
 
There appears to have been a return to the north from footings 5221, wall footing 5225.  Only a c2m 
length of this survived (Photo 3.17).  It had a very tight foundation trench (cut 5256 and fill 5255) 
similar to the foundation trench of 5221.  Footing 5225 only survived one course in height.  It was 
c500mm wide.  It was of a similar construction to 5221 with two rows of rough rectangular 
sandstone blocks on either side of smaller sandstone rubble packing.  The sandstone blocks measured 
from 350 x 200mm to 150 x 200mm.  This footing appeared to represent all that remains of the 
northern part of the stables and coach buildings.  The remainder were probably removed, post-
demolition, when the natural slope of the land may have been further flattened for the construction of 
the garage. 
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Photo 3.14: Shows wall footing 5257 in the background.  Looking east, scale 1m. 
 

Photo 3.15: Stables footings, stone flagging and bricks flooring.  Looking east, scale 1m. 
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Photo 3.16: Sandstone flagging 5222 and bedding 5223. Looking north. scale 1m. 
 

Photo 3.17: Wall footing 5225.  Looking east, scale 1m. 
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At the northwest corner of sandstone footings 5221 was a 3.30 x 1.60m surface of sandstock bricks, 
5226 (Photo 3.18).  This could have been a driveway leading up into the stables buildings from the 
back of the Hutchinson house.  The brick paving was constructed of one course of bricks laid on a 
very coarse large grained dirty buff coloured sandy bedding, less than 10mm deep.  Its north and 
south sides formed a perimeter with the bricks laid stretcher to stretcher.  The interior comprised of 
ten rows of bricks laid header to header.  Remnant mortar survived on the top of the north and south 
edge bricks, suggesting a single course wide brick wall may once have existed around this area of 
brick paving.  The bricks measured 230 x 110 x 65mm and occasionally had a rectangular frog 
measuring 120 x 65mm.  Three bricks were retained as a sample.  Service pipes 5228 had cut the 
western edge of the driveway.   
 
Running parallel to the brick paving 5226, 400mm to the north, was a single row of large semi-
dressed sandstone blocks, footing 5227 (Photo 3.18).  There was no mortar found on the blocks, 
which were not very tightly laid.  The blocks measured between 700 x 200 x 200mm and 300 x 250 x 
200mm.  The footing was laid into a narrow foundation trench (cut 5245 and fill 5244), which was 
unexcavated.  The western edge of this footing was cut by service pipes 5228.  The function of this 
footing is unclear.  It does seem to have been associated with 5226 and may have formed a boundary 
wall to the paving. 
 
To the north of brick paving 5226, running from outside the site boundary in the north down to the 
south towards the brick paving was a drainage channel (cut 5249 and fill 5248).  This may be the 
earliest evidence on site for drainage and was superseded by the rubble-like fills with lead glazed 
ceramic (5239, 5246, 5242, and 5243) and terracotta glazed stormwater pipes (5228) discussed in 
Phase 5.  Cut 5249 was linear in plan and open U-shaped in profile, its sides sloping gradually 
inwards to meet at the centre of a concave base (Photos 3.19, 3.20).  In places the base has a narrow 
channel cut through it, possibly naturally worn from a steady stream of water running down the cut.  
Cut 5249 was filled with 5248, a grey-brown sandy silt mottled with orange clay with brick, 
sandstone and lead-glazed ceramic fragments throughout its matrix (Photo 3.20).  The base of the fill 
was softer sandy silt with less clay and fewer inclusions.  This base fill probably represents the 
original filling of the trench during its use as a drain, while the upper part of the fill is similar to fills 
5239 and 5246, and may relate to the same later filling event.  It is possible that this drainage channel 
pre-dates pavers 5226.  Once the paving was constructed the drainage of the area may have been 
diverted towards the southwest using pipes 5228 and the rubble fills 5239 and 5246. 
 
To the west of drainage cut 5249 was a small area of sandstone flagging (5230) measuring 2300 x 
700mm (Photo 3.21).  This feature was cut through the centre by stormwater services 5228 and on its 
eastern side by drainage cut 5251.  This area of paving is constructed of flat sub-rectangular stones 
measuring up to 700 x 50 x 100mm.  It is reminiscent of the flagging 5222 and may represent all that 
remains of the stables building that aligned along the northern boundary and is shown on Dove’s 
1880 plan of the study area (Fig. 2.4). 
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Photo 3.18: Sandstock brick paving 5226 and wall footing 5227.  Looking east, scale 1m. 

Photo 3.19: Post-excavation drainage cut 5249, to the right. Looking east, scale 1m. 
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Photo 3.20: Half-section drainage cut 5249 and fill 5248 with lead glaze ceramic.  Looking east, scale 1m. 
 

 
 
 

Photo 3.21: Sandstone flagging 5230.  Looking east, scale 1m. 
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While no evidence was found of the brickfields (Phase 3) on the subject site, there does appear to 
have been some post brickfields activity prior to the construction of Hutchinson’s house and stables.  
Brick pavers 5226 were removed revealing a small area of fill 5247, above natural clay 5218 (Phase 
1).  This consisted of a small patch of mixed grey brown sandy silt with orange clay mottling and 
occasional charcoal flecks.  It measured only 400 x 250 x 30mm.  Two fragments of lead glaze 
ceramic were found within this patch of fill.  It is possible that the brick pavers were a later addition 
to the stables complex, in which case this fill is contemporary with the early use of the house and 
stables by William Hutchinson.  Otherwise if the pavers were built at the same time as the stables and 
house, fill 5247 is the earliest stratified material on the site. 
 
After the brickfields period (Phase 3) but prior to the stables being constructed there appears to have 
been some site preparation activities.  This was probably due to the need to level the natural slope of 
the land for the construction of the stables.  Context numbers 5224 and 5256 represent the onsite 
evidence for these activities.  These deposits were found in the southeast corner of the site (Fig. 3.1).  
Deposit 5256 was dark grey brown sandy silty clay found beneath stables pavers 5222 and in a c2.5 x 
3m area at the northwest corner of the stables footing.  This deposit was between 100–150mm deep.  
Deposit 5256 appeared to have been fill imported onto the site to level the naturally sloping land 
prior to the construction of the stables.  Deposit 5224 was discovered in a narrow, 1m wide, strip to 
the north of the stables footing.  A 500mm wide test trench was excavated through this deposit onto 
natural clay 5218.  Deposit 5224 consisted of a fine grey brown sandy silty clay deposit up to 130mm 
deep.  Soil sample 2 and pollen sample 3 were collected from this deposit.  Sample 3 was analysed in 
the Pollen Report.  It is possible 5224 represents remnant topsoil, in contrast to levelling fill 5256, 
however 5224 may be redeposited topsoil brought onto the site prior to the construction of the 
stables. 
 
 
3.4 Phase 3 – 1788 to c1823 – brickfields 
No archaeological evidence was found on site associated with the brickfields as it was cut down 
either in the twentieth century or during the brickfield period.   
 
 
3.5 Phase 2 – Aboriginal use of the area 
No evidence was found on site for the aboriginal use of the area.  This is probably due to the heavily 
disturbed and truncated nature of the site. 
 
 
3.6 Phase 1 – Natural landscape 
Little evidence of the natural landscape of the study area survived.  The slope of the natural clay 
5218 down to the south reflects the natural slope of the land.  Deposit 5218 was a yellow brown clay 
with orange-red mottling and ironstone inclusions.  Soil samples 5 and 7 and pollen samples 4 and 6 
were taken from this natural clay deposit.  Samples 4 and 6 were analysed in the Pollen Report.   
 
The natural landscape of the subject site would have sloped down towards Campbell Street.  The 
recently demolished Hazel & Moore building at 36–38 Campbell Street, and the stone houses known 
to have occupied this part of the site by 1854, were cut into the natural hill.  Their impacts have 
removed any earlier archaeological remains as well as evidence of the natural landscape from this 
area.  The concrete slab of the Hazel & Moore building was monitored machine excavated and the 
clay deposit below cleaned to ensure no evidence of any remains or the natural landscape survived.  
This natural clay was assigned context number 5236.  It was a red, mottled with greeny-yellow, clay 
(Photo 3.22).  A soil sample, 8, and a pollen sample, 9, were taken from this clay. 
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Photo 3.22: Natural clay 5236 with Campbell Street at the top of the picture.  No remains were found in this 
area.  Looking south, scale 1m. 
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