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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
On the basis of the historical information known about this site, the archaeological excavation had 
the potential to yield a lot of evidence over many phases in history from Convict times to the present 
day.  Some of these features were not going to be excavated, as a Conservation Zone was granted 
across the centre of the site in what was believed to be the location of two convict huts. The site was 
located within two allotments, Lot 102 and Lot 103.  Lot 102 was later subdivided into two smaller 
allotments, referred to here as Lot 102E and Lot 102W.  
 
Outside of the Conservation Zone it was expected that evidence would be found of features (e.g. 
fencelines, rubbish pits) associated with the convict settlers and later leaseholders.  It was also 
expected to find evidence of a 1840s Brewery, houses from the 1830s -1900s and all their associated 
features (e.g. cesspits, yard deposits, rubbish pits and property boundaries i.e. fencelines).  There 
might also be evidence of the 20th Century tramways. 
 
During the archaeological excavation it became evident that Lots 102E and 102W had been divided 
by a fenceline.  The remains of a brick house were located within Lot 102E.  This house had been 
built on various levelling fills used to bury a creek line along the western boundary.  Within Lot 
102W were the brewery remains.  The brewery had a cellar towards the south end, which extended 
about 1 m, in the southern part of the site only, across the property boundary into Lot 103.  In the 
northern area the brewery was evidence by robbed wall lines and extensive mortar bedding indicating 
there had been extensive stone flagging in this area. A robbed well was found in Lot 103, which may 
have been associated with the brewery but this needs to be confirmed by the analysis of the artefacts 
contained with the well backfill. South of the brewery were the post hole remains of another house 
fronting onto George Street.   
 
A number of post holes and pits were found throughout the study area.  The phasing of some of these 
features is difficult to determine but may become clearer when combined with the artefact analysis.  
All of these features cut into the natural sand.  A large brick lined, storage cellar was found within 
Lot 102W which seems to relate to the convict or leaseholder occupation.  This backfill of the storage 
cellar contained remains of unusual clay roofing tiles, lead-glazed pottery, as well as Chinese export 
porcelain and pearlwares.  A few features possibly associated with the leaseholders were found in the 
southern part of the site and one at the rear. No evidence of the tramways or the terrace houses was 
found in Lot 103, nor were any features found in the yard areas that could definitely be associated 
with the post-1860s terraces.  
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background 
Archaeological excavation took place on a large site on the northeast corner of O’Connell Street and 
George Street in Parramatta over a five week period from 29th March to 29th April 2004.  This vacant 
site was previously called the Attorney-Generals Car Park Site and prior to that it was part of the 
larger Parramatta Hospital Site.  This site is now the proposed development site of the Parramatta 
Children’s Court for the Attorney-General’s Department.  An Archaeological Assessment of the site 
was undertaken by Casey and Lowe Pty Ltd prior to excavation (2004). 
 
A Conservation Zone was established across the centre of this site, which allows for the retention in 
situ of significant archaeological remains associated with two convict huts.  The remains within the 
Conservation Zone are essentially those of State and Local heritage significance.   
 
The site originally consisted of two allotments, numbered 102 and 103. The full extent of these 
allotments is not within the study area.  Allotment 102 was later subdivided into two smaller lots, 
which are referred to as 102East and 102West.  These were subsequently excavated and recorded 
according to their boundaries. 
 
Numerous phases of construction, occupation and demolition occured throughout the site from 
Convict times up to the present day.  There has also been significant evidence of Aboriginal 
occupation of the area with artefacts found within fills of historical features and in the natural sand. 
 

1.2 Study Area 
The study area is vacant land, formerly used as a car park, on the corner of O’Connell & George 
Streets, and is part of PHALMS Archaeological Management Unit 2868.  In historic terms the study 
area was part of Section 19, consisting of Lot 103, except for approximately a 6 m strip along the 
western side, and the western two thirds of Lot 102 with the easternmost strip no longer part of this 
property as it is underneath the entrance road to the Blood Bank.  A Conservation Zone has been 
established across the site so as to retain in situ remains identified in earlier reports as being of State 
significance.   
 
Lots 102 and 103 are clearly visible on the 1822 Plan of the Town of Parramatta.  By 1836 Lot 102 
was subdivided between two siblings Edgar and Cordelia Larkin and are thus referred to as 102E and 
102W.  All 3 allotments face onto George St.  Each allotment has been subdivided into different 
areas for the purpose of recording.  As the Conservation Zone runs right through the centre of the site 
each allotment was given two area references, one for north of the Conservation Zone and one for 
South of the Conservation Zone.  Different context numbers were also assigned to each area (Table 
1.1; Fig. 1.1)).  
 

Lot 102E Area Context No. 
South of Conservation Zone A 3401 - 3500 
North of Conservation Zone B 3801 - 3900 

Lot 102W   
South of Conservation Zone C 3501 – 3800 
North of Conservation Zone D 3901 – 4100 

Lot 103   
South of Conservation Zone E Unexcavated 
North of Conservation Zone F 4101 - 4200 

Table 1-1: Shows the division of Areas and Context Numbers within the Study Area.   
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1.3 Plans 
The site was divided into grid squares of 20 metre intervals connecting to boundaries at the corner of 
O’Connell St and George St.  All the plans for this excavation were drawn to a scale of 1:50.  A total 
of 15 plans were drawn of the study area (some of which have overlays).  For the excavation report 
the plans have been re-organised and phased into the following:   
 
Plan 1: All phases and Brewery Remains 
Plan 2: All phases after Brewery Remains 
Plan 3: Phase 3, Convict Period 1790s–1810s & Phase 4, Leaseholders 1810s–c1830 
Plan 3.1 (North): Phase 3, Convict Period 1790s–1810s & Phase 4, Leaseholders 1810s–c1830 
Plan 3.2 (South): Phase 3, Convict Period 1790s–1810s & Phase 4, Leaseholders 1810s–c1830 
Plan 4: Phase 5, Residential 1830 – c1900 & Brewery c1840-1860s 
Plan 4.1 (North): Phase 5, Residential 1830 – c1900 & Brewery c1840-1860s 
Plan 4.2 (South): Phase 5, Residential 1830 – c1900 & Brewery c1840-1860s 
Plan 5: Phase 6, 1880s Tramway & Phase 7, 1900s-1930s Residential 
Plan 5.1 (North): Phase 6, 1880s Tramway & Phase 7, 1900s-1930s Residential 
Plan 5.2 (South): Phase 6, 1880s Tramway & Phase 7, 1900s-1930s Residential 
Plan 6: Phase 8, 1950s – 1900 Maternity Hospital Concrete and Brick Footings 
 
Copies of these plans are to be found in Section 3 of this report. 
 

1.4 Phases 
The study area has been divided into a series of ten phases listed below: 
 
Phase 10: Surface Collection of artefacts and general cleaning. 
Phase 9: Attorney-General’s Department car park. 
Phase 8: Maternity Hospital construction and demolition. 
Phase 7: Residential occupation and demolition, 1900s – 1930s. 
Phase 6: Construction, occupation and demolition of 1860s house and Tramways. 
Phase 5: Construction, occupation and demolition of 1830s house and c1840 Brewery. 
Phase 4: Occupation of Convict Huts by leaseholders, c1810–1830s. 
Phase 3: Construction, occupation and demolition of Convict Huts 1790s – 1810s. 
Phase 2: Aboriginal Occupation. 
Phase 1: Geological formation. 
 
These phases have been subdivided into more specific units, which will be dealt with in greater detail 
further on in this report.  The car park (phase 9) had been removed prior to excavation commencing 
on the 29 March 2004.  The concrete footings and service trenches associated with the Maternity 
Hospital (phase 8) are still in situ and have had a large impact on each of the allotments. 
 
No real evidence of the Tramways (phase 6) was found on site and only one house from the 1880s 
(phase 6), located in Lot 102E, was excavated.  The south end of Lot 103, close to the corner of 
O’Connell and George Streets was not excavated but potentially may have had more house remains 
from this phase.  Some evidence of timber fencelines between 102W and 102E were also excavated.   
 
Lot 102W contained evidence of the 1840s Emu Brewery.  Part of this brewery (south end only) also 
extended westwards into Lot 103. There were also post holes and footings from the 1830s house 
found immediately south of the brewery cellar (phase 5).  No convict huts were excavated as their 
remains are within the Conservation Zone.  Some features and structures associated with the convict 
and leaseholder occupation were found, for example, a brick storage cellar , context no. 3957 (phase 
3 or 4).  Some pits are though to be associated with the leaseholders occupation. A group in the 
southern area includes, contexts 3508, 3711, 3685, 3700, 3698 and 3687. A feature in the northern 
area was 3991.  
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Finally, there was evidence to support Aboriginal use in this area (phase 2).  Artefacts, mostly of 
silcrete and mudstone were found in all three allotments during the cleaning back and excavation of 
the historical archaeology.  Test excavations have been undertaken within the study area by a team of 
prehistoric archaeologists.  Phase 2 will not be discussed in this report. See Haglund for an interim 
report on this work.  All of the archaeological features cut into the natural sand (phase 1). 
 

1.5 Areas 
Each allotment, 102E, 102W and 103 was divided into two areas, one area south of the Conservation 
Zone and an area north of the Conservation Zone (Fig. 1.1).  Lot 102E consisted of Area A to the 
south of the Conservation Zone.  The context numbers 3401-3500 were assigned to this area.  The 
main features in Area A were the 1880s brick house, context no.3458, a fenceline running north-
south between Lots102E and 102W and a brick box drain, 3455, running east-west, possibly from the 
brewery cellar to the creek which once ran east of the study area and ran northwest to join up with the 
Parramatta River which is about 20 to 30 m north of the study area. 
 
Area B is to the north of the Conservation Zone within Lot 102E.  It was assigned context numbers 
3801-3900.  No archaeological remains were found north of the Conservation Zone in Area B but a 
number of test trenches (trenches 1-5) were excavated along the eastern edge of the Conservation 
Zone within the limit of the site.  These test trenches helped to determine the stratigraphy in this area 
as the natural ground level falls eastwards down towards the old creek line. 
 
Lot 102W consisted of Area C to the south of the Conservation Zone.  The context numbers for this 
area are 3501-3800.   The main features in Area C are the post hole remains of the 1830s house and 
the Emu Brewery cellar, context 3515/3514.  The cellar also extends into Lot 103 by about 1 m.  A 
brick drain, 3683, was found in the base of the cellar.  East of the brewery cellar were a number of 
large brick rubble pits, for example 3687, 3685 and 3711, which all contained early artefacts. 
 
North of the Conservation Zone within Lot 102W is Area D.  This area was assigned context 
numbers 3901-4100.  The main features in this area were again the footing remains of the brewery, 
context no.3959 and the mortar bedding, 3903, within the brewery walls that would have supported a 
flagged floor.  A number of post holes were found below the mortar bedding which predate the 
brewery.  There were also many irregular shaped large pits within Area D, context nos 4031 and 
3914.  These pits may be the result of tree removal in this area. 
 
Finally in the northeast corner of Area D a large brick storage cellar, 3957, was found which 
contained early artefacts from convict or leaseholder times. Contexts numbers for the backfill were 
3858, 3959, 4050, 3960 and 3961.   
 
Lot 103 was also divided in to two areas.  Area E to the south of the Conservation Zone was not 
excavated as the site sheds were located in this area while Area F was given context numbers 4101-
4200.  Part of the Emu Brewery extended into Lot 103 but for convenience was recorded as being 
with Lot 102W.  Within Area F a large circular well like feature, 4101, was excavated.  It contained 
various fills but no brick/stone lining which was probably dug out as the natural loose sand would 
have required a brick lining for the well to be useful.  The only other features to be found in Area F 
were post holes running in a NW-SE direction that may have been part of a fenceline that extended 
into Lot 102W and pre-dated the brewery and therefore belonged to the convict or leaseholder period. 
 

1.6 Limitations 
This report was written without access to the artefact catalogue and any dates these may have 
provided to assist with phasing.  The information came from the recording done on site and the 
historical material available from the Archaeological Assessment compiled by Casey & Lowe Pty 
Ltd, January 2004. 
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1.7 Authorship 
This report has been written by Jill Miskella.  I supervised Lots 102E, 102W and 103 for the period 
of excavation from 29/03/04 to 29/04/04.  During this time I was involved in the supervision of work, 
excavation of features and deposits, recording of information and the annotation of plans.  Dr Mary 
Casey, Excavation Director, reviewed and amended this report. The history included in this report all 
comes from the Archaeological Assessment completed by Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd in January 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1-1: Plan of the study area, overlay of historic plans, lot numbers, archaeological areas A to E, 
context numbers used within each lot.   
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2.0 Brief Historical Background 

2.1 General Background 
Extracts have been taken from the Archaeological Assessment & Excavation Permit Application, 
Proposed Parramatta Children’s Court Site, cnr George & O’Connell Streets, Parramatta (Casey & 
Lowe Pty Ltd, January 2004) for this brief historical background of the study area. 
 
Parramatta was occupied by the Darug Aboriginal people prior to the arrival of the British in 1788.  
Areas near the Parramatta River were an important area for camping and fishing for 10,000 or more 
years.  An extensive Aboriginal presence in the area of Parramatta was documented by the British 
who set out to explore the Parramatta River and locate fertile land.   
 
Parramatta was the second British settlement established in Australia in late 1788.  In 1790 Governor 
Phillip and Surveyor Augustus Alt laid out a town plan with High Street (George Street) running 
between the planned site of Government House and the Landing Place at the eastern end of 
Parramatta.  The new street and the huts were built by the convicts from July 1790.  By September 
1790 bricks were being fired for a barracks and storehouse and 27 huts were being built along High 
Street (George Street).   
 
In time as convicts were freed and free settlers acquired houses in the town, the crown commenced to 
issue leases for town allotments, for either 14 or 21 years duration. 
 

2.2 Lot 102 
By 1792 there were two convict huts located within the study area, one completely within Lot 102.  
Anthony Landrin obtained a lease on this property in December 1809 from Acting-Governor 
Patterson. 
 
Landrin was a French prisoner-of-war and was one of two Frenchmen bought to New South Wales to 
establish viticulture.  Landrin was also a cooper and held the position of Government Cooper.  He 
apparently was still working as a cooper in the early 1800s.  Landrin appears to have died by 1820.   
 
By April 1824 Samuel Larkin occupied this property.  By 1824 the improvements on this property 
consisted of, ‘a valuable House and Premises, situated in George-street, Parramatta, near to the 
Government Domain; the Garden contains 120 Rods or thereabouts, well stocked fruit trees; and the 
House is weatherboarded and shingled’ (Sydney Gazette 1/4/1824).  On the 1822 plan the only 
building shown on lot 2 (Lot 102) is one in the centre of the block, set back from George Street, 
typically referred to as a ‘convict hut’ (Fig. 1.1).   
 
Samuel Larkin divided his lands between his four children and gave this lot to Cordelia and Edgar in 
June 1828.  Samuel died in 1835 and Cordelia and Edgar partitioned Lot 102 into two lots in June 
1836 with Edgar receiving the eastern lot and Cordelia the one to the west.    
 
The Eastern half of Lot 102 was sold by Edgar Larkin on the same day he received title to it for £250 
to Ousley Condell in June 1836.  Initially Condell mortgaged his land but then sold it to Thomas 
Holt, one of his mortgagees, in September 1843.  Holt sold the land in October 1843 to Sydney 
ironmonger Thomas Wheaton Bowden for £165/5, considerably less than Condell’s purchase price 
but by then NSW was in recession.  Bowden was forced into bankruptcy in 1848 and this land was 
sold to George Allen in compensation for legal fees, along with other properties.  Allen owned the 
property for the next 25 years before selling in 1873 to Patrick Hayes, a dealer of Parramatta for £40.  
The land appears to have remained vacant during this period.  A Patrick Hayes had been the 
proprietor of the Emu Brewery in the 1840s, located in the western half of lot 102.  The land was 
again sold in 1880 to Cyrus Edgar Fuller a bookseller for £100.  Fuller moved to Parramatta and 
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became the editor of the Cumberland Mercury.  He appears to have built a house on the lot c. 1882, 
which was located on the street frontage.  Fuller became bankrupt in 1893 and the National Mutual 
Life Association of Australasia gained title to the western portion of Lot 102 as well as other 
properties owned by Fuller.   
 
In 1909 National Mutual sold it to Barbara Richardson, wife of Andrew Pringle Richardson of 
Parramatta.  Sands list Andrew Pringle as occupying the house between 1910 and 1915.  It was sold 
by Barbara Richardson to William Yeates Richardson, ironmonger of Parramatta, and George Gilbert 
Olds of Kogarah in 1911.  There were a few more owners prior to the Department of Public Works 
buying the land for expansion of the hospital in 1916.  The maternity hospital was built during the 
1950s. 
 
The Western half of Lot 102 was acquired by Cordelia Larkin in June 1836.  According to Kass 
(1990) this half contained the original cottage or convict hut. When Cordelia sold the equity in her 
property in 1837 the documents mentioned a house and outbuildings.  Cordelia Larkin, and her 
mortgagee Robert Gooch, sold their shares in this lot to Edye Manning in July 1838.  Manning sold 
in July 1838 to a syndicate for £500.  They erected a brewery starting with a mortgage of £1000 from 
the Bank of New South Wales.  By January 1841 the brewery was operating on this site and was 
listed as one of two breweries in Parramatta when there had not been any previously.  It should be 
noted that the convict hut was presumably originally wattle and daub, which was probably replaced 
by a weatherboard house by 1824.  On the 1844 plan it is hatched to show a masonry building (Fig. 
2-7).  This perhaps suggests that this house was rebuilt three times or that there were brick additions 
by 1844.   
 
In early 1841 the land and brewery were held in trust by another syndicate of Alexander Brodie 
Spark, Severin Kanute Salting, Phillip William Fowler and Gordon Sanderman.  They attempted to 
sell the brewery but were unsuccessful.  The Bank of New South Wales, the mortgagee, appears to 
have retained ownership with Patrick Hayes operating the brewery.  The brewery was never 
particularly successful and a wool washery operated from there about 1851 to 1859.  A new 
purchaser was found in 1854 when John Carney a builder bought it at auction for £650.  He also 
quickly went bankrupt and his insolvent estate went to auction on 15 April 1859.   
 
In 1845 this brewery was operated by Patrick Hayes and in 1847 by Vallack.  Jervis noted that in 
‘1845 an extensive seizure of apparatus for producing illicit spirit was made.  Pat Hayes was caught 
red-handed by the authorities testing spirits running from a still’.  He was fined £110 and £600 of his 
brewing equipment was seized.  Jervis says that Vallack’s brewery was not on this site but on another 
site in Parramatta.1 
 
James Galloway purchased it at auction, completing the purchase in August 1859 and paying £415.  
He intended to build a public hall but did not complete the project.  James Galloway’s family owned 
the property until 1891 when they sold it to William Richard Salter and Arthur Wellesley Drake.  It 
was eventually purchased by Sydney Ferries on 1 November 1901 for £475 and was amalgamated 
with Blakefield’s grant to the west, Lot 103.  The brewery does not appear on the 1895 plan and there 
is no mention of it in Sands which starts in 1885 in Parramatta nor in the Rate assessment book. 
Therefore the brewery was demolished between 1859 and 1885.   
 
A house was built on this property by 1844 but after 1831. A six-roomed brick house is mentioned in 
the rate books and Kass suggests that it was built by James Galloway.  Its appearance on the 1844 
plan indicates that it was built earlier but it was not on the 1836 plan.  It is listed in the rate books in 
1865, which is the earliest entry.    
 
The 1894 plan shows new buildings enclosed by a fence on the northern boundary.  Sands lists the 
Cumberland Bacon Curing Co in this block between 1891 and 1896.  They presumably operated 

                                                      
1 Jervis 1978:104-105 
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from this premises.  Eastern extensions to the tram shed extend into this area by 1905.  The maternity 
hospital was built during the 1950s.  Most of the original Lot 102 is within the study area except for 
the very eastern edge which is under the Blood Bank entrance road. 
 

2.3 Lot 103 
On 9 June 1809 this allotment was leased to John Blakefield and was bounded on the north by the 
hospital ditch.  John Blakefield had arrived in the colony on the Ganges and in 1806 was listed as a 
prisoner and baker at Parramatta.  On 30 June 1823 William Beaumont, now the gaoler at Parramatta 
Gaol, was granted a lease over 60 rods of Lot 103.  This lease was 20½ rods larger than Lot 103, 
suggesting that it incorporated more land than Lot 103.  The 1836 map is annotated with both 
Charles Blakefield’s and William Beaumont’s names and a house in the area of the convict hut is still 
present on the 1844 plan but is not there in 1859.   Charles Blakefield was eventually given title to 
this land as a grant on 9 April 1853.  He sold it on 9th January 1860 to David Lennox Dalziell, a 
licensed victualler, for £190.  It was sold ten years later in January 1870 to Edward Mason, a 
stationer, for £180, suggesting that there was little change to the property since it had been sold by 
Charles Blakefield.  It is likely that the three houses shown on the George Street frontage (see 1894 
Metropolitan Detail Sheet, Sydney Water) were built during Mason’s ownership as his property was 
worth considerably more when he sold it 13 years later in 1883 for £1700 to Charles Edward 
Jeannerett, a steamboat proprietor. 
   
Information from the Parramatta Rate Assessment Books indicates the presence of five small houses 
within Lot 103 by 1865 and refers to their ownership by Mason.  There is some lack of clarity over 
who built these houses and when.  Three of the houses were those on George Street, which were still 
present in the 1880s and 1890s.  Plans showing the two other houses have not been located and it is 
likely they were demolished quite early, prior to 1885, presumably as a result of the new ownership 
by the tramways in 1883.  The surviving three houses were small single-storey terraces aligned along 
George Street and is presumed the other two were a continuation of this row of terraces.  
 
The purchase by Charles Edward Jeannerett in 1883 led to the construction of a tramway terminus on 
the northern boundary of the property with tramlines skirting the western edge of Lot 103 and then 
entering the property to head to the sheds.  In January 1889 the tramways were sold to Phillip 
Billinglsey Walker.  Walker sold it in March 1901 to Sydney Ferries including ten steamboats and 
rolling stock for the tramways.  The tram sheds were extant until at least 1928 and were demolished 
prior to 1951 and were replaced by the Parramatta Maternity Hospital by 1956.   
 
The presence of the brewery building over the property boundary between Lot 103 and the western 
part of Lot 102 is odd.  These two properties are not amalgamated into the one ownership until 1901 
when purchased by Sydney Ferries.  There no indication of this issue in any of the property dealings 
but it may be something to do with the reason why the freehold grant on this property is not given 
until 1853.  Although the brewery is still extant in 1859 after the land was granted. Field work has 
identified that the brewery only extended westward over the property boundary in the southern area 
(by about 1 m) and not in the northern area where it was completely within Lot 102W. 
 

3.0 Lot 102 East - Results of Field Work 

3.1 Overview 
Monitoring of machine excavation of the modern fills on Lot 102E begun on 25/03/04. Artefacts 
from these unstratified fills have been given the context number 3401.  During the first week on site 
the south end of Lots 102E and 102W were cleared down to the natural sand, 3409.  The area was 
then hoed back to expose a lot of the archaeological features and deposits. 
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No archaeological features were found in the area to the north of the Conservation Zone.  East of the 
Conservation Zone a long strip (Test Trench 1, 3801) measuring 16 m x 2.5 m was opened up and 
recorded so as to determine if there were archaeological issues within this part of the Conservation 
Zone or if it could be used for laying services.  Within Test Trench 1, four smaller test trenches were 
excavated but no archaeological features were found just many layers of fill, which came down onto 
compact natural clay.  This fill was associated with the backfilling of the sloping ground to the west 
of the creek line that ran through this area.  Later fill was associated with 20th century levelling 
works and the 1950s Maternity hospital.   
 
Area A, to the south of the Conservation Zone, contained a brick box drain (3455) running east-west, 
post holes running north-south which once formed a fenceline between Lots 102E and 102W, and the 
sandstock brick footings (3458) of a house facing George Street and associated detached structures.  
Lot 102E is located on a slope on the edge of a creek line which was built up and levelled before the 
house was built.  All the archaeological features and deposits within Lot 102E were excavated, 
recorded and planned. 
 

3.2 Topography  

3.1.1 State of Site when opened 
When we arrived on site on 29/03/04 the perimeter of the Conservation Zone had been marked out.  
The area south of the Conservation Zone had already been cleared of the current topsoil and 
overburden (Photo 4-1).  The current topsoil, 3503, consisted of dark brown loamy sand with 
inclusions of modern demolition material (including machine-made bricks from the Maternity 
Hospital).  This deposit, 3503, lay directly below the concrete/bitumen base of the old car park and 
reached varying depths of 200–450mm. 
 
Below the current topsoil were the concrete footings, 3504, from the 1950s Maternity Hospital 
(Photo 4-2).  These footings criss-cross the site.  A yellow clayey sand containing crushed sandstone, 
shale and red sand, 3505, was found throughout Lot 102W and some of 102E.  It seems to have been 
a levelling fill for the construction of the 1950s hospital.  All of these fills were removed by machine 
but are clearly seen in sections around the site (Photo 4-3).  The area north of the Conservation Zone 
was not opened up until 07/04/04.  Lot 102E, Area B did not reveal any features and was cleared 
down to the natural sand (B2 horizon) looking for features.  Area B is also on a slope towards the 
creek line.  The fills in Lot 102E are a lot deeper than anywhere else on site.  
 
Although a lot of the features in 102E cut through the pre-1880s levelling fill, the western half of this 
allotment was cleared down to the natural sand so that the smaller features could be clearly exposed 
(Photo 4-3).  The natural sand in Lot 102E was recorded as 3409.  At the time of excavation the sand 
was quite dried out due to hot conditions.   
 
Throughout Area A (and part of Area C) the natural sand was a much lighter grey brown colour than 
the reddish-brown sand further west.2  The sand was quite fine grained with some silt.  This may be 
due to alluvium/water activity happening close to the creek line or the fact that this area has been 
stripped lower than Lot 102W although there were no red sands visible in section.  The Munsell 
colour for the soil in this area was 10YR 6/3, and described as pale brown (beige/buff colour).  This 
natural deposit contained charcoal flecks, some root activity and small circular features caused by 
insect activity.  The insect activity was similar to that seen at Charles & George Streets, Parramatta.  

3.2.1 Creek Line and Various Modifications 
The 1804 Evans’ plan indicates that there is a creek just east of the study area (mostly under the 
access road to the Blood Bank) (Fig. 2-3).  This creek line appears on many plans.  It runs in a 
southeast-northwest direction and flows northwards to Parramatta River.  It was probably used as a 
                                                      
2 Dig photo: P3300005.JPG + P4020031.JPG 
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drainage channel over the years as the brick box drain, 3455, which originated from the brewery 
cellar also flows down slope to the east, towards the creek.   
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-1: View to east showing the 
southern area of Lots 102 W and E.  
Digital photo: Wk 1, P3300004, 
Scale 1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-2: View to east showing the 
area of Lots 102 W immediately 
south of the Conservation Zone.  
Maternity hospital footings are 
visible on either side of the photo. 
Digital photo: Wk1, P3300010, Scale 
1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-3: View of section of fill 
used to raise levels through out the 
southern areas of Lots 120W&E.  
Note that the tip lines fall from north 
to south. The large post hole is cut 
through this fill. Digital photo: Wk 1, 
P4020031, Scale 1m. 
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By 1881 this creek line/drainage channel is marked on the Plan of the Reserve for the Hospital, Town 
of Parramatta (E. Ellsworth) as ‘an open and offensive sewer’ leading down to the river (Fig. 2-10).  
 
As one moves east across the site there is quite a slope down to where this creek line should exist 
(Photo 3-4).  Lot 102E is located on this sloping ground, not all of this lot is within the study area, 
approximately half of it is further to the east beneath the Blood Bank road.  This allotment has been 
built up over time to remove the slope and level the site prior to the construction of the 1880s house.  
Photo 3-3 shows the tip lines of fills that were brought into the area and the footings for the house, 
3458, sitting on this fill.   
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-4: View to northwest from 
the southeast corner showing the 
slope eastwards down to the 
creekline.  The brick footings of the 
house in the foreground are built in 
fill.  Digital photo: P3300026, Scale 
1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-5: View to south along the 
fencelines adjacent to the 1880s brick 
house which marks the latest 
boundary between Lots 102E and 
102W. These post holes were 
excavated through the fill deposit.  
Digital photo: P34020021, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
It is not clear when this levelling 
fill, 3408 (3506 in Lot 102W) was 
introduced (Photos 3-2, 3-3).  In 
Area A the fill, 3408, is mostly 
reddish sand with some finely 
mottled clay and crushed 

sandstone but contained no large demolition material.  This reddish sand is most likely material 
stripped from the higher regions of the study area (west) and redeposited in the lower regions of the 
study area towards the east, it varies in depth from 50–600mm.  Some of this fill is possibly material 
removed from Lot 102W prior to the construction of the brewery cellar.  The reasoning for assuming 
it is relocated from a local source is that it is so similar to the natural material and it was initially 
quite difficult to determine if this was fill material.  In addition the western third of the site appears to 
be cut down  
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The levelling fill, 3506/3408, was cleared by machine and was only visible in section (Photos 3-3, 3-
5).  The fenceline running north-south and butting right up to the west side of the 1880s house was 
clearly cutting through this levelling fill (Photo 3-5).3  A second fenceline running north-south but 
within Lot 102W (Plan 5.2) also seems to have cut this levelling fill 3506. 
  
It was initially thought that this fenceline cut into the natural sand 3409, but a pre-history trench 
within the eastern half of area C showed that there was another shallow layer of fill in this area, 3720, 
which these post holes were cutting into.  Along the southern edge of the Conservation Zone, running 
east-west was a cut through 3720.  A sondage (test trench 1, 3715) was excavated into this cut to see 
if it was the cut for the brewery drain (3455).  The bricks of this east-west brewery drain (3455) were 
visible at a depth of 660mm.  The cut had been backfilled with a mix of clay, topsoil and red brown 
sand.  It seems that 3506/3408 was deposited around the time of the brewery construction and 3720 is 
an earlier, shallow layer of fill which the brewery drain cuts through. 
 
On the eastern edge of the site, Area B, a large test trench (Photo 3-6, 3801, Plan 1) was excavated by 
machine.4  Context number 3457 was given to the unstratified fill and general cleaning in this area 
east of the Conservation Zone.  This trench also revealed the slope down towards the creek line.  This 
area had all been backfilled over time with various fills (two of these fills contained a lot of building 
material and demolition rubble), raising the ground level in this area 1.2m above the natural (Photo 3-
7).  Plan 7, shows a section drawing of the eastern end of the site where the 1880s house was built.  
This section clearly shows the depths of fill introduced into Lot 102E and also the brick footings for 
the house and a sandstone wall, which may have been from an earlier structure in this allotment 
(Photos 3-3, 3-5).  The presence of the creek line discouraged any earlier use of this area for building 
prior to the 1880s and explains the lack of use for this land four building purposes up to that time. 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 3-6: View to south along the eastern 
edge of the site where a large test trench 
has been cut through the Conservation 
Zone, Lot 102E. Digital photo: 
P4080060v2, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
3 Dig photo Week 1, 4020027. 
4 A report on this and other test trenches around the perimeter of the Conservations Zone are included in 
Section 9: Interim Report, Archaeological Testing within the Conservation Zone, Casey & Lowe 2004.  
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Photo 3-7: Western section through 
long test trench in the Conservation 
Zone.  Not the level of fill above 
natural which is has been cut down 
by approximately 100mm.  This fill 
is within Lot 102E. Digital photo: 
P4080060v2, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3.3 1880s House 
The brick foundations of a house were found in the south end (Area A) of Lot 102E on the street 
frontage of George Street (Plan 5.2, Photos 3-4, 3-8).  Only the western part of the house was 
excavated as the eastern half is outside the limit of excavation.  It is thought that this house was built 
c.1882 by Cyrus Edgar Fuller, it was extant in 1928 but was demolished by 1951 (Fig. 2-13). 
 
The ground floor plan for the house consisted of a front verandah, four rooms with a hallway running 
between the front two rooms (Plan 5.2, Photo 3-8).  The verandah was at the front of the house and 
faced onto George Street.  It seems on the 1905 survey plan that the house may have been extended 
but no real evidence for a back extension was found (Fig. 2-12).  The concrete footings (3504) of the 
1950s maternity hospital have cut through the remains of the house and the backyard area (Plan 2, 
Photo 3-8).  No cesspit was found but it may be located in the Conservation Zone at the rear of the 
house. 
 
Monitored machine excavation removed the bulk of the demolition material from the house.  The 
demolition fill consisted of creamy buff sands with dense sandstock brick rubble, both whole and 
fragmented bricks and occasional sandstone fragments.  There were also many fragments of render, 
mortar and plaster.  Any remaining demolition fill was removed from each room by hand and given 
the following context numbers, 3402, 3403, 3404, 3405 and 3406.  Context no. 3407 was given to 
demolition debris removed from the backyard area. 
 
Below the demolition in each room is a dark grey sandy fill, 3459, which contained brick and mortar 
fragments and small stone inclusions.  A test trench measuring 500 x 500mm was excavated in the 
southwest corner of Room 4 down to the base of the external wall footing (Plan 5.2).  This test trench 
revealed four different sandy fills (3459, 3460, 3461, 3462) but no underfloor deposits were found. 
 
As Lot 102E is on a slope towards the creek line, a lot of fill was deposited in this area prior to the 
construction of the house.  A section was excavated along the western edge of the house to clearly 
show the levelling fill, 3408, which lies below the bricks and above the natural sand (Photos 3-3, 3-
5). 
 
Each room was assigned a number 1 to 4 (Plan 5.2).  The verandah area at the front of the house was 
not excavated as it was right on the edge of the study area.  Context 3458 was given to all of the 
footings although each wall was described individually.  The house measures 7520mm x 4200mm, 
the footings vary in height from 200–900mm.  The foundations were constructed of reused sandstock 
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bricks.  A lot of the bricks are only half bricks and were bonded together with lots of sandy shell 
mortar, (mortar sample no.13).  No foundation trenches were found for any of the walls but there is 
no strong evidence to say the sand was placed between the footing once they were built, in fact as 
Photo 3-3 shows the bricks were sitting above the sand.   
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-8: View to north of the 
sandstock brick footings of the 1880s 
house showing Rooms 2, 3, 4, 5, Lot 
102E. Digital photo: Wk1, 
P3300029, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-9: View to southwest of the 
sandstock brick footings of the 1880s 
house showing Rooms 1, 2, 3 in Lot 
102E. Digital photo: Wk1, 
P3300038, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Southern Wall (front wall): The southern wall running east-west consists mostly of bricks in a 
stretcher bond and is three bricks wide (330mm) (Photos 3-8, 3-9; Plan 5.2).  Because of the many 
half bricks used in the walls there are also sections where the bricks are header to header with large 
amounts of sand-shell mortar filling the gaps.  The bricks are all sandstock but come in varying 
thickness and sizes.  Two examples of differing bricks are 220 x 105 x 75mm and 210 x 105 x 
55mm.  No frogs were visible on any of the bricks.  The southern wall reaches a max depth of 
900mm and is ten courses in height. The use of half bricks and flat sandstocks suggests that when 
this house was built c1882 but reusing earlier bricks.    
 
Directly south of the southern wall is a row of double bricks, butting the outside wall of the house.  
These double bricks are spaced apart at 1000mm intervals and are not part of the walls original 
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structure.  They are possibly the base of piers or supports for the verandah that was known to have 
existed at the front of the house. One of the bricks from these piers had a diamond shaped frog (a 
brick type that dates from the 1860s). 
 
Northern Wall (back wall): Also three bricks wide (330mm) and laid in a stretcher bond.  A lot of 
broken/reused bricks were also present in this wall.  A long metal strap 35mm thick was found lying 
horizontally along the wall between the bricks.  This was possibly used to support the wall (like 
reinforced metal) because of the poor quality bricks used.  This wall was 400mm in height (5 
courses). 
 
Western Wall: The western external wall is 300–320mm wide and 4200mm long (Photo 3-9).  Only 
three courses of bricks remained.   The lower course was laid in a header bond, the middle course 
stretcher, while in the top course the bricks were all laid on edge and the inner course was laid with 
stretchers.5  This wall is sitting on the levelling fill 3408.  A lot of the bricks used are broken with 
large amounts of sand shell mortar keeping them in place. 
 
Internal Walls: One long wall, 7100mm in length, runs through the centre of the house and forms 
the western side of the hallway (Photo 3-9).  This wall butts the front and back walls of the house and 
is two courses wide.6  A lot of broken bricks have been used in its construction and again the brick 
bond is a mix of headers and stretchers.  Maximum height visible is four courses (330mm).  To the 
east of this wall is a shorter wall (Plan 5.2), 3800mm in length, and is the eastern wall of the hallway 
but it only extends for a single room depth.  This wall butts the front wall to the south but it is 
constructed on fill at a shallower depth to the other walls.  This wall may have just been constructed 
as a floor support or else a very poorly built internal wall.  Every brick in this wall seems broken with 
thick chunks of sand-shell mortar filling the gaps. 
 
A series of double bricks exist just at the north end of this wall in an alignment running east-west.  
These double bricks are spaced at intervals of 1000 to 1100mm apart and may have been piers to 
support the floors.  They may also have been supports for an internal wall between the front rooms 
(Rooms 2 + 4) and the back room (Room 3).  These individually spaced brick pier pads are in 
alignment with the back wall of Room 2 (Plan 5.2).  Along the west wall in Room 2 are the remains 
of a brick fireplace, 1140 x 440mm.  Only a single course of bricks survive, most are broken reused 
bricks laid in both headers and stretchers.  Some whole bricks, measuring 230 x 110 x 75mm, with 
heart shaped frogs were found in the footings of room 2.  The majority of the bricks had no frogs.  
Samples of all the bricks were kept. 
 
The backyard area of the house was quite disturbed by the 1950s concrete footings. Once the 
remaining demolition material (3407) was removed an area of sandstone flagging/paving (context 
3453, Plan 5.2) was found.7 The rest of the backyard was covered in a dark grey, uneven sandy 
deposit.  The sandstone paving is also sitting on the levelling fill 3408.  The structure measures 2300 
x 1800mm to a maximum depth of 200mm.  The stone blocks are all quite regular in shape (approx. 
400 x 350mm) with chisel/pick marks visible on the stones.  Below the paving was a glazed 
earthenware pipe, 3452, within a trench.  This service trench cuts through 3408 and runs at an angle 
in a NE-SW direction.  The collars of the pipe were sealed with a tar like sealer.  The fill surrounding 
the pipe was an ashy, gravely fill (like asphalt).  It is most likely that this service pipe went in during 
the occupation of the house, possibly to connect a cesspit to a sewer line.  The stone paving, 3453, is 
above the service pipe and was therefore a later addition in the back yard and not part of the original 
house construction. The trench was unexcavated. 
 

                                                      
5 Digital photo Week 1: P4020027,P3300022 
6 Digital photo Week 1: P3300028 
7 Digital photo Week 1: P3300030– 32, P4020036– 38. 
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Further east of the service trench on the edge of the study area, a small sandstock brick structure 
(context 3463; Plan 5.2) was found.8  This structure was possibly part of a brick drain.  It measured 
920 x 660mm and was one course deep.  It had been quite disturbed by the later concrete footings.  
This drain, running north-south may have been built at the same time as the house to help with 
drainage away from the house. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-10: View to south of the 
sandstock brick footings of the 1880s 
house showing the backyard paving 
in Lot 102E.  Digital photo: Wk1, 
P3300035, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3.4 Features 
Other features found in Lot 102E were a row of post holes running north-south (Plan 5.2; Photo 3-5).  
These post holes once formed a fenceline separating Lots 102E from 102W.  The post holes butt right 
up against the western wall of the house suggesting this fenceline was erected to clearly separate the 
house from the western property.  This boundary is clearly seen on the Metropolitan Detail Sheet, 
Sydney Water c1894 (Fig. 2-11).   
 
 

Context No. Cut Dimensions(L x W x H) Pipe Dimensions (mm) 
3430/3431 320 x 270 x unex. - 
3428/3429 415 x 440 x unex. - 

3418/3419/3420/3421 530 x 33 x unex. 280 x 250 x 200 
3436/3437/3438/3439 240 x 395 x unex. 150 x 195 x 120 
3422/3423/3424/3425 400 x 310 x unex. 120 x 170 x 210 
3446/3447/3448/3449 380 x 275 x unex. 90 x 210 

3450/3451 (part of 3446)  75 x 50 x 110 
3426/3427 300 x 430 x unex. - 

3432/3433/3434/3435 340 x 320 x unex. 180 x 230 x 150 
3414/3416 300 x 300 x unex. - 

Table 3-1: List of context numbers and dimensions for post holes associated with the fenceline. 
 
 
A total of nine post holes thought to be part of this fenceline were excavated. Table 3.1 shows the 
context numbers and dimensions for these post holes (Photo 3-5).  Each of the post holes were either 
square or rectangular in shape, none were identical.  Not all contained post-pipe fills. The packing 

                                                      
8 Digital photo Week 1: P33000.33.JPG 
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fills of each of these post holes were only excavated to a depth of 20-30mm.  Each contained similar 
packing fills of light brown orangey sand with occasional charcoal flecks and crushed sandstone or 
sandstone grits.  The post-pipes all varied in size and shape, most were oval or rectangular (not 
circular) with vertical sides and rounded or flat bases.  The post-pipes varied in depth from 110–
210mm. 
 
All of these post-pipes contained dark grey brown loamy sand with charcoal inclusions and very few 
artefacts.  The shapes of the post-pipes may have varied when the posts were pulled out.  It is not 
known when these posts were removed.  Each of these features cut through the levelling fill (3408) 
and into the natural sand.9  This fenceline, probably built with timber posts, is dated to phase 6.2, 
Occupation of Housing. 
 
Three smaller square features 3440, 3442 and 3410 were found just east of this fenceline (Plans 
5.2).10  They all have similar dimensions c.230 x 230mm, only one of these features had a visible 
post-pipe, 3410.  These post holes may have been replacement posts to the fenceline or possibly 
related to the outbuildings or extensions which were believed to have been added on to the back of 
the house (Fig. 2-12).  Feature 3410 cuts through the earlier post hole 3414.  These posts are 
therefore placed in the same phase as the fenceline, phase 6.2, Occupation of Housing.   
 

3.5 Brewery Drain 
Further north within Lot 102E, Area A, the remains of a brick box drain, 3455, were found (Plan 4.2, 
P4150046.JPG, 47.JPG + P4190106 – 12.JPG).  This drain was running in an east-west direction 
towards the old creek line.  It was constructed of sandstock brick and was six courses in depth at its 
deepest. The drains external width was 510mm while internally the width was 185mm.  There were 
no frogs on any of the bricks and no mortar used in its construction.  The bricks measured 230 x 120 
x 70mm.  They lay in two parallel rows running east-west, header to header.  A brick base was also 
found once the drain fills were removed.  
 
This drain is possibly associated with the brewery and may link up with 3683, which is a brick 
drain/sump that opens to the north in the base of the brewery cellar.  Compact green-grey clay, 3456, 
fills the cut of the drain and was evident right along the edge of the Conservation Zone within Lots 
102E and 102W. This clay fill was above the brick drain.  A similar clay fill, 3464, was also found 
between the bricks in the drain. 

 
 
 
 
Photo 3-11: Brewery drain as 
exposed within the large eastern test 
trench. Digital photo: Wk3, 
P4150046, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
9 see Digital Photos, Week 1: P4020030, 31, 27 
10 Digital Photos, Week 1: P4020022v2.JPG 
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A sondage 500mm wide (3715; Plan 4.2) was dug into this clay fill 5.5 m west of where the bricks 
were visible (within Lot 102W) right on the southern edge of the Conservation Zone.  The compact 
clay fill combined with topsoil and orangey brown sand extended to a depth of 660mm below the 
modern ground level.  At the base of this test pit the bricks of the drain were found.  This drain (like 
the drain in the brewery cellar) is quite deep.  A second test trench (3710; Plan 4.2) was excavated 
along the edge of the Conservation Zone a further 5.5 m west.  This test pit did not contain any 
evidence of the clay fill or brick drain, which indicates that the drain is probably further to the north 
within the Conservation Zone. 
 
East of the drain, where the bricks no longer continued, the cut for the drain (3454) was still visible.  
Within this trench, green-grey clay with medium brown sand with charcoal, stone and brick 
inclusions (3465) was found.  This fill was 340mm in depth.  At the base of the fill lay a plank of 
decaying wood (Photo 3-11).  Wood remains were also visible in section.  It is possible that the drain 
may have changed from being a brick drain to a wooden drain as it approached the creek.  Another 
sandy clay fill, 3466, was located within the cut of the drain below 3465.  This fill sits above the 
natural clay.   
 
 

4.0 Lot 102 West – Results of Fieldwork 

4.1 Topography 

4.1.1 State of Site when opened 
Area C: 
When we arrived on site on 29/03/04 the perimeter of the Conservation Zone had been marked out.  
The area south of the Conservation Zone (Area C) had already been cleared of the current topsoil and 
overburden under the direction of Franz Reidel (Figs 4-1, 4-2).  The current topsoil (3503) consisted 
of dark brown loamy sand with inclusions of modern demolition material (including machined bricks 
from the Maternity Hospital). This deposit (3503) lay directly below the concrete/bitumen base of the 
old car park and reached varying depths of 200–450mm. 
 
Below the modern topsoil were the concrete footings (3504) from the 1950s Maternity Hospital 
(Plans 2, 6).  These footings are found throughout much of the site.  A yellow clayey sand containing 
crushed sandstone, shale and red sand, 3505, was found throughout Lot 102W and some of 102E.  It 
seems to have been a levelling fill for the construction of the 1950s hospital.  All of these fills were 
removed by machine but are clearly seen in section around the site (Photos 3-3, 3-5).   
 
The main levelling fill (3505) and an earlier levelling fill (3506) were mostly found in the eastern 
half of Lot 102W (towards 102E).  Some of the features in 102W cut through these levelling fills but 
most cut into the natural sand.  The natural sand in Lot 102W was also recorded as 3409.  At the time 
of excavation the sand was quite dried out due to hot conditions.  The natural sand varied as one 
moved east across Area C.  The topsoil (3503) was quite shallow at the western end of the allotment 
where the brewery and 1830s house were found (Photo 4-3).11  
 
In the western half of Lot 102W, the natural sand was a reddish-brown colour (described as an 
orangey brown on a lot of the context sheets) with a Munsell Hue of 7.5YR, between 4/6 and 5/6 
depending on moisture.  The colour was referred to as a strong brown.  Further east down the slope 
the natural soil was much lighter in colour with a Munsell of 10YR, 6/3, pale brown.  This natural 
deposit contained charcoal flecks, some root activity and small circular insect burrows.  Soil samples 
3-12 were taken all across Lot 102W.  Samples 5 and 9 from the natural soil are discussed in the 
pollen report (Vol 2, Sec 8.4).   
 

                                                      
11 Dig Photo: P4050041 – 43.JPG 
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Area D: 
The area north of the Conservation Zone was still covered in parts with bitumen, grass and weeds 
when we arrived on site.  This area was cleared by monitored machine excavation on the second 
week on site, 5 to 9 April.  Again it was covered with loose, dark brown, loamy sand which got 
deeper as we moved eastwards, down slope towards Lot 102E and the old creek line (Photo 4-2).12  
After the area was cleared of the current topsoil and unstratified fills the archaeological features were 
all visible, including a deposit of mortar bedding within the walls of the c1840 brewery (Figs 4-4, 4-
5).  The natural sand, 3920, in Area D was the same as Area C, a strong brown sand at the western 
end and a pale brown sand further down slope to the east.  The maternity hospital’s concrete footings 
also cut through a lot of this area.  Area D, like Area F, was not opened right back to the northern 
boundary of the site as the levels in this area will not be impacted by the proposed works and because 
there was a high level of modern disturbance in this area.  Soil samples 36 to 41 and 44 and 45 were 
all taken from the natural deposit in Area D (Plan 3.1).  Sample 36 is discussed in the pollen report 
(Vol 2, Sec 8.4). 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 4-1: View to northwest from the 
spoil heap on the Conservation Zone, 
Lot 102W.  This shows the 1950 
Maternity Hospital concrete footings, 
mortar bedding from the c1840 brewery 
and the red natural sands. Digital photo 
P4190102, Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-2: View to northeast from the 
spoil heap on the Conservation Zone.  
This shows the 1950 Maternity 
Hospital concrete footings, the eastern 
wall line of the c1840 brewery and the 
red natural sands as they slope down to 
the creekline. Note the deep section of 
fill and disturbed topsoil in he 
background (right). Dig. photo 
P4190103, Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
12 Dig. photos Wk 2: P4080051–53, P4290089–90 
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Photo 4-3: View to southwest 
showing the fill along the northern 
edge of Lot 102W.  Note the 1950 
Maternity Hospital concrete and 
brick footings in the foreground. 
Digital photo Wk4: P4290089, Scale 
1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4.1.2 Creek Line and Various Modifications 
The creek line did not have the same impact on Lot 102W as it had on Lot 102E.  It seems that some 
of the natural sand may have been moved from the western half of 102W further east to level out the 
slope.  The slope in Lot 102W is very gentle compared to 102E, this became clearer when the 
overburden was removed and the natural deposits exposed (Photo 4-2).  There seems to be a slightly 
steeper slope in Area D north of the Conservation Zone than within Area C to the south (Photos 4-2, 
3-4).  Some of the structures, for example the brick box drain from the brewery cellar, used this 
eastwardly slope to its advantage as the drain flowed right down towards this creek line which runs 
northwards to the Parramatta River (Photo 3-7, 3-11). 
 

4.2 Phase 5, 7.2: 1830s House  
The remains of a house were found in the southern end (Area C) of Lot 102W, close to George 
Street.  The rate assessment books prior to 1905 list a house on George Street frontage which was 
probably built between 1831 and 1844.  This house is marked on Brownrigg’s 1844 plan, the 1859 
plan of Parramatta, 1897 plan and 1905 survey plan (Figs 2-7, 2-8, 2-9, 2-11, 2-12). 
 
Towards the George Street frontage only the remains of one sandstone footing was found (3670) 
(Plan 4.2, Fig 4-6).  This footing runs north-south and lines up with the western row of post holes 
further south, which also form part of the house (Photo 4-5).  The footing consists of very flat thin 
slabs of rubble sandstone (stones approx. 390 x 300 x 80mm).  This footing is only 100mm in depth 
and is the very base of the footing stones.  It is sitting on the natural sand (3409).  This footing has 
been cut by a service trench (3669) and the concrete wall of the maternity hospital (3504).13  Further 
to the south of the base of another wall trench (3714) was found running east-west (Plan 4.2). This 
was probably the front wall of this house.  This robbed wall trench contained sand and mortar which 
backfilled the trench after the stone was removed during the twentieth-century demolition.   
 
In 1859, when the brewery was once again up for auction, this house was described as a neat six 
roomed, verandah cottage on a stone foundation located south of the brewery.  Sometime after the 
house was demolished this area was obviously cut down to remove most of the footing remains 
before the site was redeveloped, most likely during the construction of the maternity hospital (Phase 
8).  

                                                      
13 Digital Photo Wk1:P4010017 
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Photo 4-4: View to east showing 
the western stone footing of the 
1830s house, Lot 102W. Digital 
photo Wk 1: P4010019, Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-5: View to west showing 
the western stone footing of the 
1830s house in relation to the post 
holes of the timber part of the 
structure. Digital photo Wk 1: 
P4160057, Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-6: Detail of post holes and 
post-pipes, 3538 and 3542. Note 
the white clay in the post-pipe of 
the post hole on the right. Digital 
photo Wk 3: P4160077, Scale 1m 
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South of the sandstone footings are the post hole remains of a timber building (Plans 4.2, 5.2) which 
seems to have also formed part of this house, possibly an earlier construction phase of the house.  
Photos Wk1: P4010009-13, show the post holes prior to excavation, while Photo 4-5 show the post 
holes after excavation.  Over twenty post holes make up the evidence for the frame of this building.  
Each of the post holes contains large post-pipes, some have been cut by later features.  There is little 
stratigraphic evidence to assist with analysis the phasing of the timber part of the structures, as either 
an early stage or construction or as a later addition to that part of the structure with the stone footing.   
 
The northwest corner post no longer exists and may have been removed when the site was cut down 
for the brewery cellar to be constructed or when the walls of the brewery were demolished c1865.  It 
seems possible that this back part of the house may have been demolished when the brewery was 
constructed as it is very close to the edge of the brewery cellar.  The front part of the house 
(sandstone footings) may have remained all this time or may have replaced the post hole structure.  It 
is possible they were both contemporary.  The 1894 and 1905 plans (Fig. 2-11, 2-12) both show a 
house in lot 102W along George Street that aligns up with the house in Lot 102E and is wider east-
west as opposed to deeper north-south.  The stone footings close to George Street would have more 
likely formed the six roomed, verandah cottage described in 1859 than the post hole remains further 
back.  
 
The post holes indicate the house measured 27 ft by 11 ft (8.23 m x 3.35 m).  There is a distance of 
800–1100mm between the post-pipes of each post hole.  Table 4.1 summarises the context numbers 
and dimensions of each post hole. 
 
 

Context Numbers Cut Dimensions (mm) 
(L x W x H) 

Post-pipe Dimensions  (mm) 
(L x W x H most not fully 

excavated) 
North Wall:   
3598/3599/3600/3601 880 x 520 x unex 450 x 300 x unex 
3602/3603/3604/3605 570 x 560 x unex 310 x 240 x unex 
3648/3649/3650/3651 880 x 470 x unex 780 x 190 x 80 
3628/3629/3630/3631 600 x 320 x unex 430 x 230 x unex 
3614/3615/3616/3617 650 x 480 x unex 520 x 250 x unex 
3654/3655/3656/3657 430 x 500 x unex 150 x 200 x unex 
3644/3645/3646/3647 640 x 790 x unex 420 x 420 x 370 
South Wall:   
3580/3581/3582/3583 430 x 340 x unex 220 x 220 x unex 
3538/3539/3540/3541 480 x 500 x 260 280 x 280 x 220 
3542/3543/3544/3545 460 x 470 x unex 230 x 230 x unex 
3546/3547/3548/3549 610 x 520 x unex 330 x 240 s 260 
3570/3571/3572/3573 560 x 590 x unex 230 x 230 x unex 
3624/3625/3626/3627 640 x 490 x unex 400 x 400 x unex 
3562/3563/3564/3565 430 x 370 x unex 180 x 160 x unex 
East Wall:   
3658/3659/3660/3661 800 x 660 x unex 260 x 300 x 330 
3606/3607/3608/3609 700 x 550 x unex 490 x 300 x unex 
3610/3611/3612/3613 950 x 500 x unex 460 x 300 x 110 
3409 (Timber Post)   
West Wall:   
3594/3595/3596/3597 540 x 560 x unex 300 x 270 x unex 
3576/3577/3578/3579 425 x 490 x unex 265 x 220 x unex 
3574/3575 600 x 745 x 215 - 
Internal Wall:   
3632/3633/3634/3635 410 x 260 x unex 230 x 160 x unex 
3636/3637/3638/3639 500 x 420 x unex 130 x 100 x 100 
3640/3641 400 x 340 x unex - 

Table 4-1: Context numbers and dimensions of post holes related to 1830s timber house. 
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Only a small sample of the packing fills was excavated fully, for example 3538, and only about four 
post-pipes were also excavated to their base.  In most of the post holes the packing fill was only taken 
down about 20-30mm, while the post-pipe fills were taken down about 40-50mm as this made it 
visually easier to plan, photograph and interpret. 
 
The majority of the post holes were rectangular or sub-rectangular in shape and varied in size from 
410 x 260mm (internal wall) to 800 x 660mm (northeast corner post).  The majority of the post holes 
were all very large in size compared to post holes of convict huts found at the Meriton site on the 
corner of George & Charles Streets (180 George Street).  One timber post remained in situ along the 
eastern wall of house.  The packing fills within each of these features were all very similar and 
consisted mostly of loose mid brown sand with orangey sand mottling and occasional charcoal 
flecks.  Some of the packing fills had dried out a lot and therefore became quite more compact.  Only 
post hole 3540 was excavated fully.  Contexts 3596 and 3612 were the only packing fills to contain 
any artefacts.   
 
The post-pipes within each of these post holes were all exceptionally large and seemed more likely to 
have contained large stumps as opposed to regular posts.  Most of the post-pipes were either circular 
or oval in shape and varied in size from 490 x 330mm (3607) to 130 x 100mm (3637, internal wall).  
Only a sample of the post-pipe fills were fully excavated.  The majority had vertical sides.  Those 
that were excavated fully all had a flat base.  Some of the larger oval shaped post-pipes, for example, 
3649, 3629, 3615, 3635, 3547 and 3607 all had one sloping side.  This may be due to the post being 
moved around and pulled out at an angle on removal and demolition. 
 
The post-pipe fills in each of these features were all very similar.  Each contained compact light grey 
sandy clay with occasional charcoal flecks, clumps of yellow-grey clay (<50mm) and some decayed 
sandstone (Photo 4-6).  They were very difficult to excavate with a trowel.  Some of the post-pipe 
fills contained brick fragments e.g. 3613, 3661 and 3601.  No artefacts were found in the post-pipe 
fills. The light grey post-pipe fill provided a sharp contrast to the surrounding soil. The use of this 
material within the post-pipe suggests that it had been brought in from somewhere else as there was 
no other similar sand within the site.  
 
The internal wall running north-south contained much smaller post-pipes than those around the 
perimeter.  The southwest corner post did not contain a post-pipe.  This feature was quite confusing 
in that it looked like two rectangular features cut each other but both had the same fills. On the 
surface there appeared to be a post-pipe but after lowering the feature 20mm it had disappeared.  This 
area of the site has been cut down lower along the west side of the house remains and therefore the 
post holes all appear to be shallower than those further to the east.  Each of these features cut into the 
natural sand (3409) and were all below the cleaning fill (3501). 
 
Some of the post holes along the north wall have been cut by later post holes, e.g. 3654, 3644 and 
3664 (Plan 4.2).14  These later post holes are running east-west, 3652, 3689 and 3662 and are all 
quite similar in size.15  They seem too small to be replacement posts for the house’s north wall and 
could instead be part of a fenceline south of the brewery.  The smaller post holes are all square in 
shape, each had a circular post-pipe with tapering sides and a diameter between 110 and 130mm.  
They vary in depth from 130–260mm.  The post-pipe fills are all mid-brown sand with clay patches 
and charcoal, stone and larger sandstock brick inclusions.  The post-pipe fills did not become evident 
until the feature was taken down first.  Post hole 3693 does not cut an earlier post hole but lines up 
with this row of smaller post holes running east-west. 
 
Along the south row a small square feature 3675/3676 cuts the post hole 3624.  It measures 225 x 
225 x 115mm and did not have a post-pipe.  Also, 3679 cuts 3562, this feature had a post-pipe (3680) 
which contained a lot of brick fragments and mortar.  It is unlikely to have been a replacement post.  

                                                      
14 Digital Photo Wk3: P4160072–75 
15 Digital Photo Wk3: P4130031 
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Within the perimeter of the post hole structure were 2 other features 3704 and 3706 (Plan 4.2) that 
were excavated.  The post-pipe fill of 3706 was quite different to the other post-pipe fills and does 
not seem directly associated with the house structure and may perhaps indicate a later isolated event 
following the demolition of the timber structure.  
 

4.3 Features 

4.3.1 Phase 6: Residential Occupation 1860s-1900s and Tramways 
North of Conservation Zone: (Area D) 
A number of features were found within Lot 102W and have been recorded according to the phases 
with which they are thought to belong.  Table 4.2, summarises all the features which were found 
cutting through the brewery mortar bedding (3903), (Plans 1, 5.1).  The mortar bedding has been 
discussed under the heading of brewery construction (Phase 5.2), see below.  The features cutting 
through the brewery mortar bedding all post-date the brewery demolition, c1865.  Each of these 
features varied in shape and size.  Some had post-pipes others did not.  Most are found on Plan 5.1 
(Photo 4-7).  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 4-7: View to northeast of the 
brewery mortar bedding and some of 
the features that cut through it.    The 
spoil heap is on the Conservation 
Zone.  Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4190093, Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Context No. Cut Dimensions (mm) Pipe Dimensions Plan No. 
4051/4052/4053/4054 400 x 420 x unex 180(Diameter) x 200 5.1 
4017/4018/4019/4020 320 x unex 130 (Diameter) x 140 9.2 
3916/3917/3918/3919 395 x 360 x 70 180 x 165 x 530 5.1 
3908/3909/3910/3911 300(Diameter) x 100 80 x 85 x 180 5.1 
3924/3925/3926/3927 510 (Diameter) x unex 170 x 140 x 430 5.1 
3950/3951 280 x 420 x 280 - 5.1 
3952/3953 280 x 420 x 230 - 5.1 
3906/3907 240 x 240 x 180 - 5.1 
3948/3949 830 x 700 x 90 - 5.1 
4057/4058 590 x 450 x 170 - 5.1 
4059/4060 590 x 290 x 290 - 5.1 

Table 4-2: Context numbers, dimensions and plan numbers of features cutting the mortar bedding within 
brewery walls. 
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Some of these features had similarities, for example, 3950 and 3952 were both circular features with 
the same dimensions (Plan 4.1).16  Both features had straight sides and a flat base.  The fills (3951 
and 3953) were also the same.  The fill was loose mid-brown humic sand containing small coarse 
stones and decayed wood pieces.  There was also some of the mortar bedding material in the fill, 
which confirms that these features cut through it.  Similar circular features were found east of 3950 
but were not excavated. 
 
West of these circular features was a shallow rectangular cut 3948/3949 (Plan 5.1, P4210148.JPG), 
which did not contain any artefacts.  Further south were another series of post holes, 3908, 3916 and 
3924 (Plan 5.1).17  Each of these post holes had post-pipes but the cuts varied greatly in size and 
shape.  The post-pipes were all circular with vertical sides and slightly rounded at the base and varied 
in diameter from 80mm to 180mm to depths from 180-530mm.  Each of these post-pipe fills was 
very similar.  All contained loose, mid grey-brown loamy sand with occasional inclusions and no 
artefacts.  The post-pipes 3909 and 3917 only became clearly visible after the feature was lowered 
20-30mm.  Feature 3906/3907 (Plan 5.1) has a similar fill to these three features but no post-pipe.  
 
The function of these post holes is unclear except that they cut through the mortar bedding and thus 
post-date the brewery demolition.  They may be related to the post 1860s residential occupation, but 
did not seem to form a clear fenceline or alignment and did not fit in with any boundaries on plan.  
Some of these post holes may also have related to the construction of the tramways.  Other features 
that were excavated that cut the mortar bedding were post holes 4051 and 4017 and two rectangular 
features, 4057 and 4059.  One large feature, 3905/3906 (Plan 5.1) was found along the edge of Lot 
102W close to Lot 102E.  This pit contained a loose grey black ashy fill (3906) and contained 
sandstock brick, sandstone and lots of burnt material including slag and bitumen.  This rubbish dump 
was quite sprawled in this area filling depressions in the sand and was not a clearly defined cut.  The 
artefacts included lots of glass bottle fragments (screw top), inkwells, kaolin pipe fragments and 
ceramics.  This pit seems quite late and may be associated with the twentieth-century residential 
occupation in the study area. 
 
 
South of Conservation Zone: (Area C) 
A number of features were found just west of the fenceline separating Lots 102E and 102W (Plan 
5.2).  These features did not form part of this fenceline and were clearly within Lot 102W.  One such 
feature was a rectangular post hole, 3510 (Plan 5.2).  This feature measured 290 x 235m and had a 
large oval post-pipe, 3511 that measured 240 x 140 x 140mm.  The post-pipe fill, 3513, was loose 
dark brown loamy sand with occasional charcoal and brick fragments and some artefacts. 
 
Further south were two other rectangular features, 3516 and 3518 (Plan 5.2).  Feature 3516 measured 
360 x 230 x 135mm with uneven sides and an uneven base.  There was no post-pipe.  The fill, 3517, 
was loose orangey brown sand with crushed sandstone specks and charcoal flecks and occasional 
artefacts.  Feature 3518 was also rectangular and measured 440 x 280mm to varying depths of 
110mm on the western end and 350mm on the eastern end.  The fill, 3519, was loose light brown 
sand with frequent charcoal inclusions, sandstone specks and small stones and contained some 
artefacts.  This rectangular feature cut an earlier oval feature, 3520/3532, which was unexcavated. 
 
Due to the location of these features, so close to Lot 102E, it seems that they all cut through the 
levelling fill (3506, same as 3408) and into the natural sand.  They therefore date to after the brewery 
construction (Ph 5.2) and to the later occupation of the George Street house (Ph 6.2).  
 
A large pit, 3673/3674 (Plan 5.2) was found just north of the fenceline between Lots 102E and 
102W.  This feature is just barely within Lot 102W.   It is sub-angular in plan and measures 100 x 
720mm, with sloping sides and an uneven base, sloping more in the south-east corner.  The depths 

                                                      
16 Digital Photo Wk4:P4210148 
17 Digital Photo Wk4:P4210147 
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vary from 250-390mm.  The fill (3674) is loose orangey sand mixed with brown sand and inclusions 
of charcoal flecks and sandstock bricks fragments (<100mm).  The fill is quite similar to the pre-
1880s levelling fill (3506) which would suggest it cut through this fill.  A range of artefacts was 
found in this pit. 
 
Further southwest was another rubbish pit 3533/3534 (Plan 5.2).18  This near square cut measured 
450 x 400mm.  It had gently tapering sides to a maximum depth of 480mm.  The fill (3534) was 
loose orangey-brown sand with lots of ash and become more grey-brown ashy sand with depth with 
frequent charcoal inclusions.  It contained sandstock brick and sandstone fragments up to 120mm in 
length, which were covered in charcoal.  This ashy pit also contained lots of artefacts and cut into the 
natural sand (3409).  Dating evidence, based on the artefacts, for this feature indicates that it was 
probably associated with the twentieth-century occupation of the site. 
 

4.3.2 Phase 5: 1830s house and brewery-related features. 
North of Conservation Zone: (Area D) 
A number of small features were found within Area D, north of the Conservation Zone and just east 
of the brewery.  Some of the features had post-pipes, e.g. 3972 and 3963 (Plan 4.1).  These features 
did not form any rows or alignments and were just located at random within Area D, this then made it 
difficult to interpret their function and phasing.  Unlike the area to the west, where the brewery’s 
mortar bedding provided stratigraphy, there were no layers to provide assistance with the 
stratigraphic phasing of these features.  Table 4.3, summarises the context numbers and dimensions 
of these features.  All of these features cut into the natural sand (3920). 
 
 

Context no. Cut Dimensions (mm) Pipe Dimensions (mm) Plan No. 
3972/3973/3974/3975 470 x 330 x unex 180 x 80 x 80 4.1 
3993/3994 410 x 450 x 140 - 10 
3970/3971 350 x 290 x 70 - 4.1 
3963/3964/3965/3966 250 x 210 x unex 100 x 100 x 130 4.1 
3979/3980 230 x 700 x 150 - 4.1 
3981/3982 310 x 230 x 40 - 9.1 
3968/3969 600 x 320 x 110 - 4.1 

Table 4-3: Phase 5 - Summary of context numbers, plan numbers and dimensions of features found at random 
within Area D, east of the brewery remains and north of the Conservation Zone. 

 
 
Each of these features was either square or rectangular in shape with vertical sides and a flat base.  
Features 3972 and 3963 both contained post-pipe fills.  Post hole 3972 had an oval post-pipe (3973) 
that measured 180 x 80mm to a depth of 80mm.  The fill was a dark brown loamy fill and contained 
no artefacts.  Post hole 3963 had a smaller post-pipe, 100mm in diameter and 130mm deep.  It also 
had a loamy fill (3965) and no artefacts.   
 
The fills 3974, 3971 and 3982 were all a similar dark brown sand mottled with red sand and small 
inclusions of charcoal and mortar.  These fills were all quite compact on the surface but looser with 
depth.  Feature 3968/3969 (Plan 4.1) was quite different to the others and had a dark grey ashy fill 
with lots of charcoal mixed with light brown sand, sandstock bricks and mortar.  Very few artefacts 
were found in any of these features. 
 
Just east of the eastern brewery wall, close to the Conservation Zone (Area D) were three square 
features in a row running north-south, 3983/3984, 3985/3986 and 3987/3988 (Plan 4.1).  None of 
these features contained post-pipes.  Each feature was square in plan measuring approximately 360 x 
360mm with depths varying from 75-165mm.  All had vertical sides and uneven bases.  Cut 3983 had 
a slightly different fill (3984) to the other two features.  This fill (3984) was soft loamy mid-grey 
                                                      
18 Digital Photo Wk1:P4020035.JPG 
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brown and orangey brown sand while 3986 and 3988 both contained compact pale grey and dark 
grey sand with tiny charcoal and brick inclusions.  Only fill 3984 contained artefacts.   
 
Two other post holes 3932 and 3936 were also excavated just east of the central row of post holes, 
which may have been part of a fenceline pre-dating the c. 1840 brewery.  These two post holes 3932 
and 3936 (Plan 4.1; Photo 4-8) were not in alignment with the early fenceline (see 4.3.3, Phase 4).  
Post hole 3936 was sub-rectangular in shape and measured 500 x 370mm and.  The post-pipe (3937) 
was oval, 190 x 150mm to a depth of 180mm.  The packing fill (3938) of this post hole had some 
later bitumen pressed into the western side of the feature.  This post hole also cut an earlier feature 
pit, 3940/3962, which measured 128 x 700mm but was only half sectioned as it did not contain 
quantities of artefacts.  
 
Post hole 3932 lay directly east of 3936 and measured 485 x 340mm and was rectangular in shape.  
Its post-pipe, 3933 was 170mm in diameter to a depth of 240mm.  As there is no stratigraphic 
evidence and very few artefacts in these features it is difficult to phase these features without 
assistance from the artefact analysis.  These features cut into the natural sand 3920. 
 
Feature 3912/3913 cuts a large pit 3914 (Phase 3.3; Photo 4-8).  Feature 3912, (Plan 4.1) is a large 
rectangular cut with vertical sides and an uneven base and has been cut by a service trench at the 
north end.  This pit measures 1750 x 850mm with a loose dark brown sandy loam fill (3913) that 
varied in depth from 220-340mm.  The fill had few inclusions, some shell, sandstock brick 
fragments, charcoal flecks and very few artefacts. 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 4-8: View to northeast of the 
area to the east of the Brewery (left 
foreground) showing small features 
3932, 3936 (ph 5) to right, and post 
hole 3928 (ph 3) in the foreground, to 
the north of pit 3914 (Ph3.3) the bole 
of a tree. Note lenses of sandy fills 
with the large pit. Digital photo Wk 
4: P4110152, Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
South of Conservation Zone: (Area C) 
A row of post holes were found running north-south in Area C, Lot 102W (Plan 4.2), just west of 
another fenceline which separated Lots 102E and 102W (recorded within 102E).19  This second row 
of post holes may have been another fenceline, possibly an earlier one between the two allotments 
prior to the construction of the 1880s house and the erection of the second fenceline (Plan 5.2).   
 
Each of these features is rectangular in shape and all have post-pipes.  The post-pipes, which reveal 
the shape of the post placed within the hole, are all rectangular or sub-rectangular in plan with near 
vertical sides and a flat base to similar depths of 320-380mm.  There is a distance of 2300-2500mm 
between each of these post-pipes.  Only the top 20-30mm of the packing fill was removed.  All of the 

                                                      
19 Digital Photo Week1:P4020032 
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packing fills were firm light grey brown sandy fill with orangey sand flecks and charcoal flecks.  The 
post-pipe fills were all loose orangey brown loamy sand with few inclusions.  Post hole 3589 had 
tiny brick fragments (<20mm) in its fill.  Only one post hole, 3554 contained an artefact.  The use of 
rectangular posts indicates that these were milled timbers rather than the earlier circular rough-cut 
timber posts used in the 1830s structures or typical found in association with convict huts.20  
 

Context No. Cut Dimensions (L x W x H) Pipe Dimensions (mm) 
3566/3567/3568/3569 350 x 260 x unex 230 x 120 x 380 
3554/3555/3556/3557 440 x 320 x unex 290 x 200 x 320 
3550/3551/3552/3553 390 x 290 x unex 250 x 120 x 350 
3584/3585/3586/3587 260 x 240 x unex 220 x 90 x unex 

Table 4-4: Phase 5, summary of context numbers and dimensions of post holes in area to south of the 
Conservation Zone. 
 
Each of these post holes was below 3505, the levelling fills for the maternity hospital and cut through 
3506 the pre-1880s house levelling fill.  This 3506 levelling fill only became evident around this area 
but got deeper as one moved down slope towards the east.  Post hole 3584, has been cut by a concrete 
service trench to the west.  The northern half of this feature is below the concrete footing of the 
hospital, 3504.21 
 
A row of features lie east of the brewery cellar in alignment with the back wall (south end) of the 
cellar, centre of Lot 102W, Area C (Plan 4.2, Photo 4-9).  Some of these features contain post-pipes 
(3522, 3524) others have been cut by later features (e.g. 3620, 3530, P4160085.JPG).  They may 
have formed a fenceline along the back of the brewery that was contemporary with the eastern 
fenceline discussed above.   
 
 

 
 
Photo 4-9: View to east, Lot 102W, 
south side of Conservation Zone.  
This shows the line of the east-west 
fenceline prior to excavation.  Digital 
photo Wk 3: P4020034, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Features 3522 and 3524 (Plan 4.2) are both rectangular with vertical sides.  Feature 3522/3523 
measures 490 x 390 x 50mm initially it was thought to contain a post-pipe but on excavation the 
post-pipe was not very clear and the feature was only 50mm deep.  Feature 3524 on the other hand 
measured 580 x 470mm and contained a large circular post-pipe (3525) 180mm in diameter with 
vertical sides and a rounded base to a depth of 430mm.  The post-pipe fill (3527) was a loose mid 
brown sandy fill and contained large sandstock brick fragments (half-brick size).  These thick 

                                                      
20 Comment inserted by Mary Casey. 
21 Digital Photo Week1:P4020035.JPG 
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sandstock bricks were 110m wide and 70mm thick and were similar to the bricks found in the 
demolition fill in the brewery cellar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-10: View to east, Lot 102W, south side of Conservation Zone.  This shows the line of the post holes of 

the timber structure and the east-west fenceline just beyond.  Compare with Plan 4.2. Digital photo 
Wk 3: P4160079v2, Scale 1m  

 
 
In the middle of this row another rectangular feature 3530/3531 (Plan 4.2) was excavated.  This 
feature measures 410 x 380mm with vertical sides and was slightly deeper (140mm) with a rounded 
base at the south end and only 110mm deep at the north end.  There was no obvious post-pipe just a 
depth variation at one end which may suggest that this was where the post was placed within the 
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hole.  The fill was a mid-brown sandy fill with charcoal flecks and crushed yellow sandstone.  This 
feature was cut by a later shallow triangular feature 3528/3529 (Plan 4.2). 
 
The next feature to the west along this alignment with the back wall of the cellar was a large pit 
3536/3537 (Plan 4.2).  This large feature measures 920 x 650 x 500mm.  The fill was a firm mottled 
mid orange-brown sandy fill with frequent inclusions of sandstock brick (half and quarter brick sizes, 
which were also 110mm wide and 70mm thick). It also contained sandstone (<100mm) and charcoal 
flecks.  It was thought that it may have been part of a fenceline running east-west but also did not 
contain a post-pipe. This feature cuts an earlier 3588/3589.  The full extent of 3588 is not known as it 
has been cut to the south by brick rubble, 3592 (Plan 4.1) and is below the 1950s hospital concrete 
footings.  The fill was a very loose, deep, dark grey-brown sandy fill with few inclusions to a depth 
of 780mm. 
 

4.3.3 Phases 3 and 4: Convict Period and Leaseholder Occupation 
 
North of Conservation Zone: (Area D) 
 
Storage Cellar 
One of the earliest features on site, outside the Conservation Zone, was a large brick structure, which 
initially was thought to be a cesspit but once fully excavated it was too large to be a cesspit and was 
considered more likely to have been built and used as a cellar or storage pit.  In addition there was no 
humic layer typically found in the base of a cesspit.  This brick cellar/storage, 3957 lay below the 
maternity hospital (3945) concrete footings and was cut to the west by a service trench 4070/4071 
(Plan 3.1; Photos 4-11 to 4-16).  It is located at the north end of Area D (close to Area B) and east of 
the brewery (Plans 2, 3, 3.1, 7).  
 
The rectangular structure was made of pale orange sandstock bricks, stretcher facing inwards and 
measured 2300 x 1750 x 970mm where it survived.  The western end was destroyed by the service 
trench but the cellar did not continue further to the west of the service trench.  Both whole and half 
bricks were used in its construction and there was only sandy mud mortar between the bricks.  The 
cut for this brick structure was given context number 4080 and measured 2800mm x 2101mm.  The 
pale orange flat sandstock bricks measured 230 x 110 x 65mm.  The walls were all two bricks wide 
with some alternate rows header facing inwards (P4290093.JPG).  Tony Lowe and Mary Casey 
identified these bricks as being a very early type and probably associated with the convict-hut period 
or at the latest the early leaseholder’s occupation.   
 
Due to the concrete wall sitting across the top of the feature, the western half was excavated first 
followed by the eastern part.  Five different fills were found within this brick cellar most of which 
contained a lot of early artefacts including clay roofing tile, lead-glazed coarse earthenwares, Chinese 
export porcelain and early glass.22  The structure did not have a brick base but sat on the natural sand.  
Soil samples 58 and 59 were taken from the base.  Sample 58 is discussed in the pollen report (Vol 2, 
Sec 8.4).  The fills with the storage pit were:  
 

 The uppermost fill (3958) was a mid-dark brown sandy fill, which covered the surface of the 
brick structure and filled the top part of the structure to a depth of 470mm.  Soil samples 23 
and 24 were taken from a section through the fill. 

 Below 3958 was a light grey cinder, ashy material (3959) with frequent charcoal inclusions 
and many artefacts (Plan 7).  This fill was deeper in the centre of the feature and was thinner 
to the north.  The depth of 3959 varied from 100–300mm.  One in four buckets were sieved 
through a nested 5mm and 2mm sieves to see if there was small material we were not picking 
up with the excavation of the soil.  No small artefacts came out of the sieving.  Soil samples 
25 and 26 were taken from 3959. 

                                                      
22 These artefacts are discussed in detail in Sections 4, 8.  
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Photo 4-11: Overhead view of early 
stages of excavation of the storage 
cellar 3957. Note how it is cut but the 
Maternity hospital footings and a 
service tench on the western (right) 
edge, Lot 102W. Digital photo Wk 3: 
P42300003, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-12: View to east of the 
western section through the various 
fill deposits within storage cellar 
3957, Lot 102W. Note the quantities 
of artefacts at the base of the section, 
these were disturbed during a raid by 
a bottle collector.  Digital photo Wk 
4: P4270027, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-13: View to west of the 
eastern section (Plan 7) through the 
various fill deposits within storage 
cellar 3957, Lot 102W. Note the 
quantities of artefacts at the base of 
the section. The brick structure was 
associated with the two post holes on 
either side. The bricks were all pale 
orange flat sandstocks. Digital photo 
Wk 4: P4290091, Scale 1m  
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Photo 4-14: Fragments of early 
roofing tile found at the base of 
storage cellar 3957, Lot 102W. 
Digital photo Wk 4: P4280081  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-15: Other artefacts 
recovered from storage cellar 3957, 
Lot 102W. These include locally 
made lead-glazed earthenwares, 
Chinese export porcelain and 
black/green beer/wine bottles.  
Digital photo Wk 4: P4280082, Scale 
1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-16: View to northwest of the 
fully excavated storage cellar 3957, 
Lot 102W. Digital photo Wk 4: 
P42901100, Scale 1m  
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 Below 3959 was 4050, a mottled yellow and orangey brown loose sand, containing lots of 
roofing tile which was visible in the east facing section of the feature (Photo 4-14) .  This fill 
deposit did not extend throughout the entire feature and is only clearly visible in the northern 
half of the backfill within the structure.   

 The lower two fills (3960 and 3961) were quite similar.  Fill deposit 3960 was 100-240mm 
deep and was loose, mid-dark brown loamy sand mixed with orangey sand and brick and 
stone inclusions.  It contained quantities of ceramics.  One in four buckets were sieved.  Soil 
samples 27 and 28 were collected.  Fill 3961 was also a loose mixed loamy brown sand and 
orangey red sand and consisted mostly of roof tile.  Soil samples 29 and 30 were taken from 
3961, some buckets were also sample sieved.  Sample 29 is discussed in the pollen report 
(Vol 2, Sec 8.4).   

 
In the eastern half of this cellar structure were two post holes, 4072 and 4076 (Plan 3.1, Photo 4-13).  
These post holes seem to cut through this brick structure and may have been a later modification to 
the cellar/storage pit.  These post holes only became visible below fill 3959 and were cut through the 
bottom fills.   
 
Post hole 4072, butts right up to the cut of the structure (4080) and is perfectly aligned with the north 
wall of this cellar/storage pit.  The post-pipe (4073) within this post hole is nearly circular 130 x 
180mm to a depth of 460mm.  It has vertical sides tapering towards a rounded base.  There were no 
artefacts in the post-pipe fill.  The packing fill (4074) was mottled brown and yellow sand with 
inclusions of sandstock brick and roof tile fragments.  
 
The other post hole (4076) cuts through the south wall of the brick structure (3957) and is directly 
opposite (south) post hole 4072.  The post hole is very similar in size to 4072.  The circular post-pipe 
(4077) is 150mm in diameter and was only excavated to 220mm but continued deeper.  The packing 
fill (4078) was also the same as the packing (4074) in other post hole (4072). 
 
To the east of this brick cellar was a trench/ditch 4066/4067, which was running east-west (Plan 3.1; 
Photo 4-17).  A section of the trench fill (4067) was removed further east where the ditch was only 
120mm deep.  This trench was also visible in section along the eastern edge of the brick storage pit 
3957 as the bricks along the east wall were no longer in situ (Photo 4-17).  Some roof tile fragments 
were found in the fill (4067) of this trench.  It seems likely that it may have been an early ditch 
flowing east towards creek line and was later cut by 3957.  No evidence for this ditch was found to 
the west of the cellar but an indention may be visible in the floor of the cellar.   
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 4-17: View to east showing 
trench 4066/4067 immediately east 
of storage cellar 3957, Lot 102W.  
Note the insect activity in the floor of 
the cellar.  Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4290098, Scale 1m  
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Other Features 
A number of early post holes were found within the walls of the brewery but below the mortar 
bedding and therefore pre-date the brewery construction (Plan 3.1, Photos 4-18, 4-19).  A lot of these 
post holes formed a line running NW-SE across the centre of Area D.  They may have formed an 
early fenceline within Lot 102W.  Two of the post holes on this line (3928 and 4009) were east of the 
brewery walls and not below the mortar bedding but are considered on the evidence of fill, the shape 
of the post holes and their alignment to be part of this fenceline.  Table 4.5, summarises the context 
numbers and dimensions of these post holes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-18: View to east showing of 
various features that were found 
beneath the mortar bedding of the 
Brewery floor, Lot 102W. Notably 
the east-west fence line. Note the 
sandstone block on the right that was 
a pier base within the brewery 
building. Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4270039, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-19: View to southwest 
various features that were found 
beneath the mortar bedding of the 
Brewery floor, Lot 102W.  Note the 
pre-brewery fenceline probably 
associated with the convict hut, and 
remains of holes of probable tree 
boles. Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4270054, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Each of the post holes was either square or rectangular in shape.  All of the features had post-pipes 
except for 4007.  The packing fills of each were taken down 20-30mm, while the post-pipe fills were 
excavated fully.  None of the features contained any artefacts.  The post-pipe fills were all quite 
similar, mottled dark brown sand and orangey red sand with few inclusions.   
 
The post-pipes were all circular or near circular with vertical sides and a flat base.  The post-pipe fills 
consisted of dark grey loamy sand with occasional charcoal flecks.  Some had clay and tiny 
sandstock brick inclusions.  Packing 4014 (ph4013) was a very wide post-pipe, 510 x 380mm, this 

Pre-brewery 
fenceline 

3031

3914

3921 



Results Lot 103 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                             Parramatta Children’s Court Site 

Archaeological Investigation 

34

may be due to movement or pulling of the post in different directions in order to remove it.  All of 
these features cut into the natural sand (3920).   
 
 

Context No Cut Dimensions (L x W x H) Pipe Dimensions 
3997/3998/3999/4000 340 x 320 x unex 130 x 130 x 90 
4001/4002/4003/4004 490 x 310 x unex 210 x 210 x 130 
4013/4014/4015/4016 630 x 500 x unex 510 x 280 x 190 
4007/4008 430 x 430 x 2001 - 
(East of brewery)   
3928/3929/3930/3931 530 x 500 x unex 160 x 160 x 240 
4009/4010/4011/4012 510 x 430 x unex 180 x 150 x 140 

Table 4-5:  Context numbers and dimensions of a row of post holes running east-west through centre of Lot 
102W and thought to be associated with the convict-period occupation. 
 
 
A number of other features were found below the mortar bedding.  These post holes 4034, 4038 and 
4046 formed a neat row running north-south close to the Conservation Zone, Area D (Plan 3.1).23  
None of these post holes contained artefacts.  Post hole 4034 had a circular post-pipe (4035), 10mm 
in diameter and 60mm deep, with straight sides and a rounded base while post hole 4038 had an oval 
post-pipe (4039), 160 x 180 x 80mm.  Both features had post-pipes that only became visible after the 
feature had been half excavated.  They both also had very similar dark brown loamy fills with tiny 
sandstock brick inclusions (<10mm).  
 
Post hole 4046 had a post-pipe (4047) that was visible at the top of the feature.  It was 100mm in 
diameter with a depth of 190mm.  The post-pipe fill (4049) was also a mid-dark brown fill.  These 
post holes may have been part of a structure that extended to the south but is now within 
Conservation Zone or may have been part of another fenceline.  

 
Other features found below the mortar bedding were 4042/4043 and 4044/4045 (Plan 3.1).  Neither 
of these features contained a post-pipe.  Feature 4042 measured 220 x 220 x 200 while 4044 
measured 345 x 230 x 80mm.  Both contained packing fills of light mid brown sand mottled with 
orange sand and occasional charcoal flecks.  Feature 4044 also had root inclusions.  No artefacts 
were found in these features and they both cut into natural sand (3920).   
 
Two other post holes 4021 (Plan 3.1) and 4061 discovered below the mortar bedding both had 
circular post-pipes.  The post-pipe fill of 4021 (4024) contained a piece of silcrete, no other artefacts 
were found in these features.  Neither of these post holes seemed to link up with any other visible 
features, therefore making their function unclear.  Each of these features cut into the natural sand 
(3920).  
  
A large semi-circular pit (4031) (Plan 3.1; Photos 4-20, 4-19, 4-8) was cut by the brewery foundation 
trench (3954) in the centre of Area D.  The full extent of the pit was no longer visible.  It measured 
1250 x 700mm and the depth varied from 400 x 560mm.  The pit has sloping/tapering sides and a 
fairly flat base.  Two different fills 4032 and 4033 were removed.  Fill 4032 was firm dark brown 
sand with occasional grey sandy clay flecks (<30mm) and charcoal flecks and is mixed with lenses of 
cleaner red-orange sand.  This fill gets deeper towards the east (max depth 300mm).  Fill 4033 was a 
clean red-brown fine sandy fill with occasional charcoal flecks to a depth of 270mm and is just 
slightly darker than the surrounding natural sand.  No artefacts were found.  This large pit may be the 
result of tree bole removal and would have been back filled prior to the brewery construction.  Soil 
samples 34 and 35 were taken from 4033.  This pit was only revealed with the removal of the mortar 
bedding for the stone flagged floor of the brewery which provides it with a clear stratigraphical 

                                                      
23 Digital Photo Wk 4:P4280085.   
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relationship which assists with the phasing of other similar features, 3914 and 3922.  Tree boles have 
been found at other sites, notably the Conservatorium of Music.24  
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 4-20: View to southeast 
showing the three probable tree boles 
4031, 3914 and 3921 in Lot 102W.  
Note the sections in the two northern 
tree boles. The brewery wall sits on 
the eastern half of 4031. The 
measuring tape crosses over features 
4009, 3928. Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4270066, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-21: Section through 
probable tree bole pit, 3921, Lot 
102W. Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4210149, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A similar pit 3914/3915 (Plan 3.1, Photos 4-8, 4-19, 4-20) measuring 1860 x 1900mm lies east of 
4031, just outside the brewery wall.  This large near circular pit has gently tapering sides and a 
sloping base. I t slopes down gradually towards the north end and varies in depth from 250-400mm.  
The full extent is not known as it has been cut by a later service trench and by another feature 
3912/3913.  The fill (3915) of this pit was a very mixed fill consisting of many lenses of orangey 
brown sand followed by lenses of grey clayey sand and dark brown sand.  There was a frequent 
amount of charcoal and very occasional pieces of sandstock brick (<100mm) and stone (<300mm) 
mostly in the north end.  Only two artefacts (glass and metal) were found in the fill.  This large pit 
may have also been the result of tree bole removal as it was not a rubbish pit as there were no 
artefacts or composed organic waste.   
 

                                                      
24 Casey & Lowe 2002 

3914 

4031 

3921

Eastern brewery wall 
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Another likely tree bole, a large pit (3921) (Plan 3.1; Photo 4-21), was found to the south west in 
Area D.  This pit measured 2067 x 2030mm to a maximum depth of 420mm.  Only the western half 
of this feature was excavated.  The pit was cut by a later service trench, 3947 and by the concrete 
footings (3945) of the maternity hospital towards the south end.  This large feature was near circular 
in shape with sloping sides and an uneven base.  It contained two different fills.  The uppermost fill 
3922 was compact green-grey clay with a lot of sandstock brick rubble of whole, half and quarter 
sized bricks (possibly brewery demolition or construction?) and varied in depth from 120-250mm.  
The lower fill (3923) was loose brown-grey sandy fill with charcoal flecks (<10mm).  Both of these 
fills can be seen in the section photo (Photo 4-21).  Four buckets of this fill were sampled for sieving 
through nested 5mm and 2mm sieves.  Two aboriginal artefacts were found at the base of this pit 
pressed into the natural sand.   
 
Just north of the Conservation Zone was a circular rubbish pit, 3991/3992 (Plan 3.1).  This pit was 
560mm in diameter to a depth of 350mm.  The fill was compact mottled orangey brown sand with 
small charcoal inclusions and about 25 percent of the fill consisted of brick rubble.  Some of the 
sandstock brick rubble was half sized bricks, the remainder <100mm.  One whole brick was found in 
this fill, which had whitewash on the stretcher side.  There were also a lot of shell inclusions.  Three 
buckets were sampled for dry sieving through 5mm and 2mm sieves.  A piece of silcrete was also 
found in this pit.  There were 117 fragments, a total of 23 minimum number of items, found within 
this feature.  At the base of this circular pit a smaller square cut 4005/4006 was visible.  The fill, 
4006 was loose dark brown sand mottled with orangey red sand with no inclusions and two artefacts.  
 
 
South of Conservation Zone: (Area C) 
Just south of the Conservation Zone and east of the brewery cellar, (Plan 3.2; Photo 4-22, 4-23) were 
four large pits all containing sandstock brick rubble.  Table 4.6 summarises the context numbers and 
dimensions of each of these rubble pits.  
 
 

Context No. Dimensions (L x W x H) 
3508/3509 1050 x 960 x 150mm 
3711/3712 860 x 610 x 370mm 
3685/3686 1470 x 1130 x 260mm 
3687/3688 1530 x 1160 x 360mm 

Table 4-6: Context numbers and dimensions of the brick rubble pits. 
 
 
These pits were all quite large and irregular in shape.  Each had gently sloping sides most with a flat 
base.  The fill in each was mid brown loamy sand compacted with sandstock brick rubble.  Each of 
the pits contained between 50 and 70 percent bricks, with occasional sandstone rubble also.  Fills 
3509 and 3712 both contained some beige mortar/plaster fragments.  The brick rubble varied in size 
from three-quarter size bricks to 20mm.  The bricks were 65mm wide and 100mm thick.  No whole 
bricks were found to measure the length.  They were all quite brittle, bright red in colour with no 
frogs. 
 
Pit 3687/3688 cut two earlier features 3698 and 3700 (Plan 3.2; Photo 4-23).  Cut 3698 was 
rectangular, half visible in plan and half in section along the eastern side of pit 3685.  In section the 
sides were vertical with a rounded base.  The fill (3699) was a mid dark brown sandy fill with no 
inclusions or artefacts. 
 
Post hole 3700 was found in the northeast corner of pit 3685.  This again was half visible in plan and 
half in section.  It had a circular post-pipe (3701) and measured 180mm in diameter with vertical 
sides and a rounded base (max. depth 520mm).  The top half of this feature was removed by the later 
pit (3687).  The post-pipe fill (3703) was loose dark brown silty sand with specs of charcoal and shell 
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and no artefacts.  Each of these large rubbish pits contained early artefacts (including roofing tile, 
Chinese export porcelain and lead-glazed ceramics) and all cut the natural sand, 3409.   
 
North of these large pits, right on the southern edge of the Conservation Zone was a small section of 
brick paving (3591) (Plan 3.2).  The bricks were all orange sandstocks but there were no whole 
bricks in the surface (all broken).  There was no mortar only sand between them.  The brick surface 
measured 1400 x 600mm and was only one course deep (70mm).  This section of brick paving lay 
just below a deposit of patchy demolition rubble (3590) which appeared to be demolition material  
from the convict hut.  The demolition rubble covered a small strip along Area C just south of the 
Conservation Zone.  More of this rubble was found east of the paving.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 4-22: Pits with rubble brick, 
Lot 102W, southern area.  Digital 
photo Wk 1: P3310139, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-23: Pits after excavation of 
features, Lot 102W, southern area.  
Digital photo Wk 3: P4160059, Scale 
1m  
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4.4 Brewery 

4.4.1 Background and Phases 
The Emu Brewery was operating on this site by January 1841.  This brewery was never very 
successful and a wool washery operated there around 1851-1859.  James Galloway purchased the 
property in 1859 and owned it until 1891.  The brewery building appears on the 1859 Plan of 
Parramatta but was not mentioned in the 1865 rate assessment nor is it mentioned in Sands Directory 
when Parramatta is first included in 1885. 
 
It was initially thought that the main brewery building was located completely within Lot 102W but 
after excavation on site we discovered that the brewery is located over the property boundary 
between Lots 102 and 103 but only at the southern end of the site (Areas C and E).  North of the 
Conservation Zone, the brewery is completely within Lot 102.  The middle section of the brewery 
was not excavated as it is within the Conservation Zone.  The 1844 plan shows the brewery sitting on 
either side of the boundary line which was considered to be an unlikely situation as both these 
properties had different owners (Fig. 2-7).   
 

4.4.2 Construction 
The brewery was a large rectangular two-storey building with a large cellar and a flagged stone floor.  
The brewery was aligned north south, facing south to George Street.  The brewery was 42m (136.5 
ft) long and 8m (26ft) wide (internal width, 9m external fact to external face, 29.5ft) at the northern 
end.  The cellar void measured 11.75m x 6.65m (38.2ft x 21.6ft) and varied in depth from 1100mm 
(3.6ft) to 1400mm (4.5ft).  Evidence for internal configuration was provided by the presence of three 
regularly spaced stone pads which would have supported internal columns running north-south along 
the centre of the northern part of the brewery.  They were located approximately at centres of 4.2m 
(13.6ft) from the side walls.25   
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 4-24: Looking southeast at the 
void where the brewery cellar had 
been located, Lot 102W, southern 
area.  Digital photo Wk 2: P4080054, 
Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
25 Para inserted by Mary Casey 
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Photo 4-25: Western end of the 
brewery cellar with the remains of a 
stone footing, Lot 102W, southern 
area.  Note that the cellar fill extends 
further to the west. Digital photo Wk 
3: P4130013, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-26: View to southwest 
showing the extent of the cellar cut 
(dark soil) into natural (red sand). 
The brewery extends westwards into 
Lot 103, southern area.  The property 
boundary is approximately the in the 
position of the stone footing in the 
foreground. Digital photo Wk 5: 
P5040101, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-27: Sump, and drain running 
to the north, in the floor of the 
brewery cellar, Lot 102W, Area C. 
Digital photo Wk 3: P4160071, Scale 
1m  
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Photo 4-28: Eastern end of 
the brewery drain, Lot 
102E, Area A. Digital photo 
Wk 3: P4150046, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Area C 
The brewery cellar was located at the southern end of the building in Lot 102W.  Only part of the 
cellar was excavated as it extended further north into the Conservation Zone and west into Lot 103 
where the site sheds were located and where there was truck access onto the site.  Only the stone 
footing (3697) along the western side of the cellar remained (Plan 4, 4.1, Photos 4-25 to 4-27).  This 
wall was 6800 x 490 x 220mm running north-south and joined the east–west return to the south, 
which had mostly been removed. The remains of the robbed wall trench for this southern wall was 
clearly visible.  The surviving wall was only one course deep and was constructed of two rows of 
long rectangular dressed sandstone blocks running parallel to each other with smaller packing stones 
in the centre and sandy shell mortar between the stones.  There were chisel/pick marks on each of the 
stones.  The wall was cut into the natural sand.  At the base of the cellar the natural was a very 
compact silvery, light grey clayey sand (Photos 4-24, 4-27).  The cellar space void measured 11.75m 
x 6.65m and varied in depth from 1100mm to 1400mm.   
 
West of this cellar wall (3697) was a thin spread of dark brown sandy silt (3668) on the base of the 
cellar cut which may have been an underfloor deposit just below the demolition fill (Plan 4.2).  The 
area west of the footing was not opened up, as it was right along the access road into the site.  After 
the main excavation on site was completed this area was extended further by monitored machine 
excavation (4136) to see the full extent of the cellar within Lot 102W (Photo 4-26).   
  
A brick sump and drain were found in the eastern end of the cellar floor (Plan 4.2; Photo 4-27).  This 
brick drain/sump (3683) measured 120 x 455mm to a maximum depth of 570mm.  It was constructed 
of sandstock bricks (8 courses deep) with a brick floor at the base.  The bricks were 240 x 115 x 
70mm in size with no frogs or mortar and bonded in a square header to header.  The loamy moist fill 
(3684) within the sump contained lots of artefacts and demolition rubble from the brewery.   
 
On the north wall of the sump, close to the base, there was an opening (215 x 130mm) heading 
northwards.  North of this structure, along the cellar floor, the fill was more mottled and a trench was 
visible.  A small sondage was dug into the trench to see if the drain continued northwards.  At a depth 
of 140mm below the surface the bricks became visible.  This trench/cut (3717) for the drain was 
440mm wide.  The drain had a brick capping which was removed.  The drain was only 120mm wide 
between two single rows of bricks bonded header to header but was three courses deep.  Between the 
bricks was a silty gravely sand (3713).  There was no base to the drain and the bricks were laid in a 
gravely material (3719).  It may have been a possible soak pit below the brick drain. This gravely fill 
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was excavated to a depth of 550mm but it still continued deeper.  It is likely that this drain joined 
another drain (3455) running eastwards through Lots 102W and 102E down to the creek line (Plan 
4.2; Photo 4-28).  The east-west drain (3455) was also constructed of sandstock brick and was six 
courses in depth at its deepest. The drains external width was 510mm while internally the width was 
185mm.  There were no frogs on any of the bricks and no mortar used in its construction.  The bricks 
measured 230 x 120 x 70mm.  They lay in two parallel rows running east-west, header to header.  A 
brick base was also found once the drain fills were removed at the eastern end.  
 
A sondage 500mm wide (3715, Plan 4.2) was dug into this clay fill 5.5m west of where the bricks 
were visible (within Lot 102W) right on the southern edge of the Conservation Zone.  The compact 
clay fill combined with topsoil and orangey brown sand and extended to a depth of 660mm below the 
modern ground level.  At the base of this test pit were found the bricks of the drain.  This drain (like 
the drain in the brewery cellar) is at some depth below existing ground levels.  A second test trench 
(3710, Plan 4.2) was excavated along the edge of the Conservation Zone a further 5.5m west of the 
earlier sondage.  This test pit did not contain any evidence of the clay fill or brick drain, which 
indicates that the drain is probably located further to the north within the Conservation Zone in this 
area. 
 
 
Area D 
North of the Conservation Zone the outline of the brewery was still visible (Plans 4, 4.1).  Most of 
the wall footings had been robbed leaving tenches where the stone footings would have been.  The 
footings were also cut by more recent concrete footings or service trenches.  Within Area D the 
footings are all on one historic ground level, the cellar did not extend into this area.  The surviving 
evidence consisted of north-south robbed wall lines for the western and eastern walls, and some more 
disturbed evidence for the northern wall.  Adjacent to and within the Conservation Zone a partially 
disturbed L-shaped section of stone and brick footings remained (P4210133).  The space between the 
wall trenches and footings was mostly covered with yellow shell mortar bedding (P4190093 - 
P4210133).  The shape of the brewery in this area was L-shaped with a rectangular body and a small 
projecting wing on the eastern side as shown on the 1844 plan (Fig. 2-7).   
 
The small section of stone footing that did survive consisted of a north-south wall 4800mm long 
(3989, Plan 4.1, P4210125 – 37.JPG) and its east-west return, 3670mm long.  This section of wall 
seems to be the area jutting out on the east side of the brewery (Fig. 2-7).  The wall is only one 
course deep and is constructed of coarse rubble sandstone, unlike the dressed blocks used in the 
cellar’s construction.   

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-29: View to north 
over the yellow shell and 
sand mortar bedding that 
was the base for a flagged 
floor that was completely 
removed. Note the clear 
demarcation on the eastern 
and western sides where the 
building ends. Digital photo 
Wk 4: P4190102, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 

Yellow shell mortar 
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Photo 4-30: View to west showing 
the eastern wall line and the 
projecting section of the building 
(left). The area on the left should 
survive within the Conservation 
Zone. Note the clear demarcation on 
the eastern and western sides, 
between the red sand buff yellow 
mortar, where the building ends. 
Digital photo Wk 4: P4210130, Scale 
1m  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-31: View to north showing 
the eastern wall line of the brewery 
and the projecting section of the 
building (right). Note the clear 
demarcation where mortar bedding 
butts up to the wall and there is more 
red sand further to the east. Digital 
photo Wk 4: P4210134, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Between the foundation trenches in Area D was a deposit of sandy shell mortar bedding (3903) (Plan 
4.1, Photos 4029, 4-30).  This mortar bedding was between 60 and 130mm in depth.  It was a yellow 
buff coloured deposit with inclusions of small stones, crushed shell and ironstone pebbles (<20mm).  
It seems that the mortar bedding may have been laid as the base for a flagged floor.  No evidence of 
the flagged floor remained other than one impression of a stone adjacent to the surviving eastern wall 
were a probable flagstone survives within the Conservation Zone.   
 
Three isolated squared stones (each measuring c380 x 470mm) were found in a row north-south in 
the centre of the brewery’s floor (Plan 4.1).  These blocks were all 4600mm apart and may have been 
the base for internal pillars supports for the brewery for the second storey.  The mortar bedding was 
sitting directly above the red-brown natural sand.  Once the mortar was removed a number of 
features were found below the mortar that pre-dated the brewery (Photos 4-18, 4-19, 4-20).  There 
were also many later features cutting through this mortar bedding (Photo 4-30, Plans 4, 5.1). 
 
Along the north-south wall that survived, there was a thin layer of a sandy render (10mm thick) on 
the internal side of the wall.  The mortar bedding butted right up to this area which would suggest 
that the footings were quite shallow and the flagged floor butted right up to them. 
 

4068 
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Another feature associated with the brewery was a small area of brick paving (3990) within the 
rectangular area that juts out on the eastern side of the brewery (Fig. 2-7; Photo 4-30).  This small 
section of brick (possibly flooring?) (Plan 4.1, Photo 4-30, 4-31) measures 1170 x 800 x 110mm and 
is within the Conservation Zone and had no fill above it when we started work in this area.  It 
consists of a single course of sandstock bricks all sitting on their edges (stretcher side butting the 
footings).  The bricks were sitting on shell sand mortar.  Each brick measured 225 x 110 x 65mm.   
 
Further northeast just outside the brewery walls is another small brick structure (4068) (Plan 4.1, 
Photo 4-30).  This structure is one course deep and measures 350 x 310mm.  It consists of broken 
sandstock bricks with no frogs or mortar pressed into the natural sand.  A small test trench (4069) 
was dug to the east of the bricks to confirm they were only one course deep.  A post hole was found 
within this test trench. 
 
West of the brewery, within Area D, close to the boundary with Lot 103, was a rectangular brick 
structure (3976) (Plan 4.1, Photo 4-32).  The function of this structure was not clear but it was built 
with re-used pale orange sandstock bricks and may have been some kind of storage bin/pit associated 
with the brewery or the convict hut, it seemed too small to be a cesspit.  This rectangular brick 
structure measured 1050 x 750mm and varied in depths from 360mm to 540mm.  It was brick lined 
on three sides with no return for the eastern wall.  The wall on the east side had since been removed.  
 
The sandstock bricks in the walls were all broken (half and three quarter sized bricks) with no frogs 
evident and only sand (mud mortar) between the bricks.  The feature contained two fills, 3977 and 
3978.  The uppermost fill (3977) was a compact mid brown slightly clayey sand which contained lots 
of brick rubble and some artefacts.  It varied in depth from 80-105mm.  Below this a second fill 
(3978) was looser, loamy mixed sand (of grey-brown and orangey-brown sand). This fill contained 
only tiny pieces of brick rubble (<50mm) and no artefacts.  In the natural sand at the base of the 
feature were a number of circular marks, which seem to have been caused by insect activity 
(P4230002.JPG).  This feature cuts the natural sand and does not have a brick base.  Soil samples 56 
and 57 were taken from the sand at the base of this structure.  
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 4-32: Brick structure 3976 
made with broken bricks, looking 
west.  Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4230001, Scale 1m  
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4.4.3 Demolition 
Area C 
The Emu Brewery was demolished sometime after 1859 and probably by 1865.  Within Area C, 
south of the Conservation Zone, a large cut (3515) was visible cutting into the natural sand (3409) 
(Plan 4.2, Photo 4-24).  This was the cut for the brewery cellar.  The backfill (3514) of this cut 
consisted of demolition material (Photo 4-25) possibly from the brewery, backfilled into this large 
hole.  The demolition material consisted of brown and yellow sand mixed with sandstock bricks and 
rough sandstone rubble to varying depths between 1100mm and 1400mm.  
 
No whole bricks were found in the fill.  The walls were all removed with the sandstone blocks and 
bricks probably being reused elsewhere.  The cut for the brewery may have also been 
altered/widened when the cellar was demolished.   A slope on the eastern side of the brewery may 
have been the location of the steps or stairs into the cellar, (Plan 4-2, Photo 4-24) no stone for the 
stairs remained only the cut was visible. 
 
Area D 
North of the Conservation Zone, Area D, the brewery remains continued within Lot 102W.  There 
was no cellar.  The bases of the foundation trenches were uncovered.  The cut (3954) for the brewery 
footings was between 500–600mm wide (Plan 4.1, Photos 4-29, 4-30).  Many of the brewery 
trenches had been later cut by the maternity hospital walls (3945) or by modern service trenches.  
Some of the sandstone footings (3989) did remain but most had been robbed out and back filled with 
demolition material (3946). 
 
At the northern end of the brewery a sandstone structure (3967), which measured 600 x 260mm cut 
the brewery trench.  This structure contained four metal rods on each corner possibly used to support 
a superstructure.  It is known that the Cumberland Bacon Curing Company did operate in this part of 
the site between 1891 and1896 (Fig. 2-11) and this structures is thought to be associated with that 
building.   
 

5.0     Lot 103 (Area F) – Results of Fieldwork 

5.1    Phases 
Although few archaeological remains were found in Lot 103 its occupation did span many phases.  
Only the area north of the Conservation Zone was excavated.  From the historical research done on 
Lot 103 it is known that a convict hut was located in the centre of this allotment but was 
unexcavated, as it is believed to be within the Conservation Zone (phase 3; Plan 3).  This convict hut 
was still visible on the 1844 plan (Fig. 2-7) during the leaseholders occupation (phase 4) but is not on 
the 1859 Plan.  Two rows of post holes running NW–SE were found in the centre of Lot 103 and may 
be quite early (Plans 3, 3.1). 
 
The Emu Brewery was built on the eastern part of the study area by 1840 (phase 5).  Only the 
brewery cellar (south end, Area E) actually extended about 1 m into the western edge of Lot 103.  
The presence of the building over the property boundary between Lot 103 and the western part of 
102W is odd as there is no historical reference to suggest these two properties being amalgamated 
into the one ownership until 1901 when purchased by Sydney ferries.  A large circular well (4101) 
was found within Lot 103, which may have been associated with the brewery but more likely with 
the 1860s terraces located on George Street within this property or with the convict and leaseholder 
occupation and reused into the later nineteenth century. 
 
Information from the Parramatta rate assessment books indicates the presence of five small houses 
within Lot 103 by 1865 (phase 6 and 7).  These houses would all have cesspits, rubbish pits and a 
range of deposits (although part of the yards should be in the Conservation Zone).  As the only part 
of Lot 103 excavated was Area F, north of the Conservation Zone, no evidence of these houses or 
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associated features were found and most of these elements possibly survive within the Conservation 
Zone.  The levels around the stone footing found in 102W indicated that the western part of the site 
had been considerably cut down.   
 
After 1883, a tramway terminus was constructed on the northern boundary of the property with 
tramway access along the western boundary.  These tramways were still extant in 1929 (phases 6 and 
7).  The northwest corner of Lot 103 was not excavated and no evidence of the tramways was found.  
The western boundary of this property was incorporated into O’Connell Street during the twentieth 
century and it is likely that if any evidence for the tramways survives it is within the footpath and 
roadway.  
 
The concrete footings of the 1950s maternity hospital were still in situ all across the site (phase 8) 
and the remains of the Attorney General’s car park were also retained in situ in the south end, as this 
was the access to the site, and northwestern part of Lot 103 (Area E).  
 

5.2       Topography 

5.2.1 State of Site when opened 
Lot 103 was still covered by bitumen when we arrived on site on 29/03/04.  Only the area north of 
the Conservation Zone (Area F) was going to be excavated as the site sheds and car access were 
located within this area (P4190092.JPG).  A small section of Area E was cleared back by machine 
after the main excavation was finished to see the full extent of the brewery cellar (P5040101–
03.JPG). 
 
Below the bitumen was dark brown loamy sand, the current topsoil, which may have been brought in 
prior to the car park construction or else the original topsoil was very disturbed.  This topsoil was 
quite shallow c.250–400mm in depth (see photo P4080053.JPG).  Only the area directly north of the 
Conservation Zone was stripped down to the natural sand, 3920 to allow the features to be exposed.  
The natural sand was bright, reddish-brown sand (same as west half of 102W).  The Munsell 
description was 7.5YR between 4/6 and 5/6, depending on moisture content and the colour was 
called strong brown.  Soil samples 42 and 43 were taken from the natural sand in Lot 103.  Sample 
42 is discussed in the pollen report (Vol 2, Sec 8.4).  The natural sand is at a higher level in the 
western half of the site and slopes gradually across Lot 102 to the creek line (east).  Aside from the 
archaeological features, some charcoal flecks, insect burrows and Aboriginal artefacts were also 
found in the sand. 
 

 
 
Photo 5.0-1: Initial cleaning of Lot 
103, view to south. Note the well just 
behind the scale.  The cars are parked 
on the Conservation Zone.  
O’Connell Street is to the right. 
Digital photo Wk 4: P4190092, Scale 
1m  
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5.3 Features  
A large circular feature was found northwest of the Conservation Zone.  This large circular cut 
(4101) (Plan 4.1, Photos 5-1, 5-2, 5-3) measured 2990mm in diameter on the surface.  Diameter of 
the well was 2990mm. It was initially thought to be a large well or cistern associated with the 
brewery.  The feature contained seven different fills and cut deep into the natural sand.  There were 
no in situ brick or clay lining, which would have been needed to support this structure if it was a 
well.  It is possible that they were removed and reused elsewhere when the well was no longer 
required.   
 

 
 
Photo 5.0-2: Well 4101 in Lot 103. 
Digital photo Wk 4: P4190090, Scale 
1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 5.0-3: Well 4101 in Lot 103 
after excavation of upper deposits. 
Note the lenses in the central area 
Digital photo Wk 4: P4210140, Scale 
1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The uppermost fills were removed by hand while the lower half (below 1.5 m) was removed by 
monitored machine excavation (4135) (Photo 5-4).  The feature reached a depth of c4000mm from 
the modern surface.  Due to safety reasons only the southern half of this feature was excavated.  The 
uppermost fill (4102) covered the inner 380mm diameter that was visible on the surface of the fill 
within the cut.  This fill was firm mid-brown sand mottled with orange sand and frequent charcoal 
inclusions.  This fill contained a range of artefacts.  
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Below fill 4102 was a more compact mid-brown clayey sand (4103) with small sandstock brick 
fragments, decayed sandstone and charcoal inclusions.  Some larger sandstock brick fragments (70-
100mm) were also found in this fill.  Fill 4103 formed a small circle within the centre of this feature 
(Photo 5-3) and was only 1880mm in diameter and varied between 230-280mm in depth.  These two 
fills are later than the lower fills but pre-date the tramway construction.  
 
An earlier fill (4104) formed a rim outside of 4103 (Photo 5-3).  This rim was about 450mm wide 
and extended right around the cut butting up to the natural sand.  The fill was dark brown loose sand 
with lots of charcoal and some sandstock brick and stone inclusions.  A number of artefacts were 
found in this fill, which on further excavation extended right down all along the side of the feature.  
This fill (4104) was excavated in 200mm spits with one in four buckets kept for sieving through a 
5mm and 2mm nested sieve.  Soil samples 15, 16, 17 and 18 were taken from the top and lower parts 
of this fill.  Sample 17 is discussed in the pollen report.  While fill 4104 continued to extend 
downwards along the outer rim of the cut other fills were identified in the centre of the cut below 
4103 and were therefore later than 4104. 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 5.0-4: Well 4101 in Lot 103 
during machine excavation. Note the 
lenses in the central area Digital 
photo Wk 5: P5040106, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fill 4105, a mottled, loose orangey brown sand, was directly below fill 4103 and butted up to fill 
4104.  This fill is quite mixed in colour to a maximum depth of 140mm.  Soil samples 19 and 20 
were taken from this fill.  It comes down onto another mixed fill, 4106.  Only the southeast quarter of 
the feature was excavated at this depth.  Fill 4106 is a loose mixed orangey sand mottled with light 
and dark brown sand.  It contains charcoal, sandstone and broken brick fragments to a depth of 
530mm.  This fill butts up to and was above fill 4104.  Soil samples 21 and 22 were taken from 4106. 
 
Below 4106 was another fill, 4110.  Again only the southeast quarter was excavated (Photo 5-3).  
The fill seemed like a mix of 4104 and 4106 and was excavated to a depth of 450mm but was not 
completely excavated for safety reasons as a depth of 1.5 m from the surface had been reached.  It 
was taken down in 200mm spits with one in four buckets sieved.  The diameter of the cut was greatly 
reduced with depth to about 1640mm as the sides tapered inwards at a depth of 1500mm below 
ground level, unlike the 2990mm diameter at the surface.  The fill below this depth was excavated in 
bulk by machine, 4135 down to about 4.5 m when the watertable was reached and the section 
through the fill started to collapse.  The excavated area was quickly backfilled to try to maintain the 
section through the fill.  
 
After this well was no longer in use and was filled with various deposits, it seems that the upper core 
of the deposit was once again removed, possibly just before the construction of the tramways and 
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back filled with more compact sandy deposits to secure the ground for further construction.  The 
outer fill around the rim (4104) was definitely earlier judging by the stratigraphy and supported by 
the artefacts it contains and may be associated with the demolition of the house.  
 
Further north of the well, within Area F, was a long rectangular feature 4107/4108 (Plan 4.1).  This 
rectangular feature measured 2409 x 570mm and was quite shallow, 60-100mm in depth.  It cut into 
the natural sand (3920).  The fill was a dark grey-black sandy fill with no other inclusions.  This 
feature was cut by a later circular feature, which contained bitumen and gravel and may be associated 
with the tramways or possibly with the former Attorney-General’s carpark (Plan 2).  A number of 
these circular features formed two rows running east-west in Lot 103 but were unexcavated. 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 5.0-5: View to south showing 
the large features and unexcavated 
post holes. Well 4101 in Lot 103 
during machine excavation. Note the 
lenses in the central area Digital 
photo Wk 5: P5040106, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A series of six post holes were also excavated within Area F, Lot 103 (Plan 3.1).  These post holes 
were located north of the circular well (4101).  Table 5.1 summarises the context numbers and 
dimensions for each of these features.   
 
The post holes formed two rows, both running in a NW-SE direction and all containing post-pipes.  
No artefacts were found in any of these features.  This area has been quite disturbed by the maternity 
hospitals concrete footings (Photo 5-5).  It is possible that these two rows of features may have 
formed a structure possibly associated with the early convict-period and leaseholder houses or the 
brewery.  No return was found to support the idea of a structure. The distance between the post holes 
varied.  Between 4119 and 4123 the distance was 240mm while between 4123 and 4127 the distance 
was 530mm.     
 
 

Context No. Cut Dimensions (mm) Pipe Dimensions Plan No. 
4119/4120/4121/4122 510 x 460 x unex 150 (Diameter) x 120 3.1 
4123/4124/4125/4126 520 x 520 x unex 130 x 110 x 110 3.1 
4127/4128/4129/4130 380 x 230 x unex 160 (Diameter) x 190 3.1 
    
4131/4132/4133/4134 260 x 270 x unex 190 x 180 x 100 3.1 
4115/4116/4117/4118 570 x 470 x unex 170 (Diameter) x 130 3.1 
4111/4112/4113/4114 520 x 700 x 60 125 (Diameter) x 125 3.1 

Table 5.0-1: Context numbers and dimensions for post holes within Lot 103. 
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The post-pipes of these features all have similar shapes and dimensions and similar fills which 
suggests that they are all contemporary but as to their exact phasing that is unclear due to the absence 
of stratigraphy and artefacts.  As the brewery was assumed to be mostly within Lot 102W and not 
Lot 103, I have phased these post holes slightly earlier within phase 4.1.  The post holes may also 
have just been fencelines in this area as a similar row of post holes was found in the centre of Lot 
102W running NW-SE and below the mortar bedding.  The 1895 plan of Parramatta does show a 
building further west along the western boundary of Lot 103 on O’Connell Street in the area of the 
later tram sheds (Fig 2-11).  None of the other plans show a structure in this area. 
 
The more southerly row of post holes, 4119, 4123 and 4127 (Plan 3.1) are all square in plan with 
circular post-pipes measuring between 130 and 160mm.  Only the top 40-50mm of the packing fills 
was excavated to define the features.  The post-pipes all had vertical sides and a rounded base.  Each 
had very similar post-pipe fills (4122, 4126 and 4130) consisting of compact dark brown sand with 
green-grey clay inclusions and occasional charcoal flecking.   
 
The packing fills were also similar mottled, firm, orange-brown and dark brown sand.  The packing 
fill (4129) of 4127 was disturbed with pieces of aggregate and concrete in the fill due to the maternity 
hospital footings cutting the feature.  The three post holes north of this row, 4131, 4115 and 4111 
(Plan 3.1) were also square and rectangular in shape.  Post hole 4131 was quite a bit smaller than the 
other post holes.  Each had circular post-pipes with vertical sides and flat bases that varied from 125-
180mm in diameter and 100-130mm in depth.  Again, no artefacts were found.  The post-pipe fills 
were all compact dark brown sand with light grey sandy clay inclusions and charcoal flecks.  The 
packing fills were only lowered enough to outline the features.  The post-pipes within 4111 and 4115 
only became visible when the feature was being excavated and were not visible at the surface. 
 
Finally, there were two large square pits, (one context number, 4137, was assigned to both pits) 
located just north of the post holes in Lot 103 (Plans 1, 4; Photo 5-5).  These pits measured 1230 x 
1520mm and were unexcavated.  The fill was mottled orange and brown sand.  A small sondage 70 x 
77mm was dug into the corner of one of the pits.  The fill was excavated to a depth of 900mm but 
continued deeper.  No artefacts or inclusions were found in the fill, it was just clean sand.  The 
function of these two square pits is unclear but they seem to be a later feature and are in the location 
of the tram sheds and may be associated with tramways.  The area north of these pits was 
unexcavated.  
 
 


