
ARCHAEOLOGY IN CIVIC PLACE, PARRAMATTA 
 
Archaeological testing is being undertaken 
throughout Civic Place, Parramatta, because it is 
likely to have archaeological remains associated with 
both Indigenous and Colonial heritage as well as the 
early period of contact between these two different 
cultures. Parramatta Council has requested that this 
work be done to assist with planning for the $900 
million redevelopment of Civic Place. This will allow 
Council to plan how to appropriately manage this 
important community resource. This allows them to 
plan for the future but to still retain what is important 
from the past. The results of this testing will be 
included in an Archaeological Management Plan for 
the site.  
 
The archaeological work is being done by two groups. 
Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd will initially excavate the 
tenches to determine the presence for remains 
associated with Colonial occupation. Once this is 
completed a team from Jo McDonald Cultural 
Heritage Management Pty Ltd and representatives 
from Aboriginal groups will commence work digging 
for Aboriginal remains. The results from these 
trenches will assist us to understand what is likely to 
//be happening in the rest of the Civic Place area.  
 
 
ABORIGINAL HISTORY 
The Darug Aboriginal people lived at Parramatta 
before the British came in 1788. The Burramatta, the 
local group, spoke the Darug language. Parramatta is 
part of their traditional hunting and fishing grounds. 
Ducks, mullet, crayfish, shellfish and turtles lived in 
the freshwater streams feeding into Parramatta River. 
Fish, shellfish, molluscs and eels lived in the saltwater 
parts of the river. Shellfish remains found in 
Aboriginal middens include: rock oysters, cockles, 
some mud whelks, mud oysters, winks and horn 
shells. Aboriginal people used canoes made from the 
bark of the bangalay (E bitryoides) or the stringybark 
tree (E agglomerates). The men used spears and the 
women shell hooks to catch food from the river.  
 
Aboriginal presence in Parramatta was documented 
by the British who set out from Sydney Cove to 
explore the Parramatta River and locate fertile land to 
grow the crops needed to sustain the new arrivals.  

COLONIAL SETTLEMENT IN PARRAMATTA 
1788 to 1810s 
Governor Phillip sent out exploring parties to survey 
Sydney Harbour and the river at its head shortly after 
landing at Sydney Cove. On Sunday 2 November 
1788 Governor Phillip and others, including marines, 
established a military redoubt at Rose Hill 
(Parramatta Park). Convicts were sent to Rose Hill to 
commence farming, as the land was more fertile than 
at Sydney or Farm Coves.  
 
With the success of farming at Rose Hill, Phillip 
decided to expand the settlement. In 1790 Governor 
Phillip and Surveyor Augustus Alt laid out a town plan 
with High Street (George Street) running between the 
planned site of Government House and the Landing 
Place a mile distant to the east along George Street. 
Church and Macquarie Street were part of this early 
street grid.  
 
Initially the relationship between the British settlers 
and the Aboriginal groups at Parramatta was 
amicable but as early as September 1790 relations 
became strained. Pemulway, an Aboriginal ‘warrior 
and tactician’, led this resistance. During a 
confrontation at Parramatta Pemulway was wounded 
by musket balls to the head and body. Pemulway 
survived to escape from the hospital in leg irons.  

 
 

George Evans painting of the view along 
George Street from Government House, c. 

1805-1810. 

The Meeting Place 
In 1814 Governor Macquarie established an annual 
meeting for the local tribes to be held at the Market 
Place, on Church Street. This is in the area of the 
Parramatta Town Hall and Church Street. A large 
feast was an important part of the annual meeting. 
Food provided for the feast included a bullock, 200 
pounds of bread, 100 pounds of potatoes, 20 pounds  
of sugar, 100 pounds of lemons, and 10 gallons of 
rum. The governor provided the Aboriginal people 
with tobacco, blankets and clothing.  
 

The annual meeting of the native tribes at 
Parramatta, New South Wales, with the 

Governor meeting them, painting Earle, c. 1826. 
 
Building Civic Place 
Early plans indicate that the land in Civic Place was 
used as ground for growing crops prior to the leases 
of land being made in c. 1809.  
 
During Governor Macquarie’s administration 
Parramatta’s streets were regularised and renamed. 
High Street became George Street and Macquarie 
Street was named. Macquarie Street was laid out as 
part of the 1790s town plan but the southern side of it 
was not built on until the early 1800s. Considerable 
parts of the Civic Place area, notably the carpark on 
Smith Street and to the south, was part of D’Árcy 
Wentworth’s Estate. 



1823 plan, the market place is where the old 
Parramatta Town Hall stands. 

 
By 1823 there were five buildings on Macquarie Street 
and a building in the Market Place. Most of these were 
houses. In the area of the current Post Office (Lot 30) 
John Thorn had a lease and probably built the house on 
this property and lived there with his wife Jane and their 
six children. Thorn was born in the colony and by 1828 
was Chief Constable in Parramatta. He died in 1838. The 
property went though various owners: George Jenkins 
Cavill, John Holland, William Walker and Silas Sheather. 
By 1856 the house was rebuilt and by the 1890s there 
were three substantial residences on this property, 
Harley-ville, Northiam Villa and Cranebrook.  
 
The property (Lot 28) where Civic Place leads off 
Macquarie Street was leased by Robert Bateman. He 
may have been there as early as 1814. Once a District 
Constable he became a storekeeper about 1822. A 
cottage was being built by 1835 by Frederick Unwin 
although it is not on the 1844 plan and may never have 
been completed. No other buildings were built on this lot, 
possibly because a creek line crosses through this 
property and the 1840s Town Drain was built within this 
creek line. The Town Drain crosses through Civic Place.  
 
Lot 27, immediately west of the Civic Place entrance, 
was also leased to Robert Bateman. In 1825 the lease 
on part of this block was sold to the Wesleyan 
Methodists. There may have been a house on the 
eastern part by 1831. By 1844 there was a large house 
and outbuilding. In 1852 it was described as ‘a 
handsome well-built stone cottage, of four rooms, with 
detached kitchen, loft over, pantry, coachhouse, stables, 
oven and every other convenience’. It was later called 

‘Wyverne’. At the rear of Lot 27 was the Government 
Pound. It appears to be a fenced area with the convict-
built Town Drain crossing through along an old creek 
line. This area is part of the Civic Place roadway. The 
current Leigh Memorial Uniting church is on this 
property.  
 
Lots 24, 25 and the Town Hall site were leased to Philip 
Schaffer, an early German migrant. He received his 
lease in 1809. It is unlikely that Schaffer lived on this 
property. Lot 25 (under Epworth House) was leased by 
the Methodist Church who built a chapel by April 1821, 
as well as a minister’s house and a schoolhouse. This 
building is shown on the 1823 plan. The original church 
was replaced with a new one in 1839. A Sunday School 
was added c. 1869. A more substantial Sunday School 
was built in 1873. The church buildings on this property 
were demolished in the 1950s for the construction of 
Epworth House.  
 
In 1823 Lot 24 (the buildings west of Epworth House) 
was leased to John McManus, an orphan born in the 
Colony. He was a wheelwright by trade. There was a 
house and outbuilding on the eastern side by 1844. 
McManus seems to have lived in Hunter Street. In 1887 
Lot 24 contained a brick cottage, six rooms with kitchen, 
a shingle roof and brick stable and coachhouse valued at 
£2,193. In 1935 there was still a single house on the 
eastern property.  
 
Lot 23, where Murray’s Department Store building is on 
the corner of Macquarie and Church Streets, was initially 
leased to Bryan Riley. There were two buildings on this 
property by 1823. The southern part of this lot included 
the Town Hall land. Governor Macquarie established a 
Public Market Place here in December 1812. Stores for 
grain and pens for cattle were built. By 1844 there were 
two narrow buildings on either side of the Market Place 
and by 1850 there were more buildings around the 
perimeter of Market Place. Most of them were rebuilt 
between 1850 and 1870. The old Town Hall building 
opened in 1881, a second stage completed in 1883 with 
a Jubilee Hall added in 1911-1913.  
 
The southern part of Civic Place was leased to D’Arcy 
Wentworth in 1796 for 14 years. He received a second 
14-year extension in 1806. By this time Wentworth had 
built a house to the south of Argyle Street. This land 
(now Portion 196) was granted to Wentworth in 1819. 
Small leases were given out on the properties on Church 
Street to the south of the Town Hall by 1831. By 1844 

there were six buildings on Church Street to the north of 
Darcy Street and south of the Town Hall site. Tenants 
included Bryan McGroder, James McRoberts, James 
Byrnes (Burns), Isaac Titterton. Immediately south of the 
Town Hall site was the Baker’s Arms, later the Star Inn. It 
was variously operated by Thomas Drew, Thomas Blake, 
and John Holland. In 1895 the buildings on Lots 19 & 20 
were operating as the ‘Star Inn’, a confectioner’s shop, a 
boot & shoe shop and a grocer’s shop. Later buildings on 
Church Street included Joseph Craig’s ‘monumental 
masons works’.  
 
Darcy Street was created in the 1850s when the railway 
line was built. It cut through the Wentworth Estate. 
Therefore the properties within Civic Place were once 
part of the rear yards of houses on Argyle Street which is 
now on the other side of the railway station.  
 
Archaeology in Civic Place 
Archaeological remains of many of these buildings and 
associated activities are likely to survive within the area 
of Civic Place, under the carpark, roadway and 20th-
century buildings. The next stage of the archaeological 
program is to ensure that we understand the significance 
of these remains and manage them into the future.  
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