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Reclamation 

fills 

Levelling fills 

Figure 9.10: Levelling fills east facing Section #3 south, within Trench A. Photo taken facing west with 1m 
scale  (IMG_0951). 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9.11: Section #3 north levelling fills beneath building 8098 detail. Photo taken facing west with 1m 

scale (IMG_0960).    
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The following tables are a summary of levelling fills within Trench A, divided into fills appearing in 
Section #3 (Vol 4, Plan 10.23Error! Reference source not found.) and fills appearing in Section #4 
and Section #5 (Vol 4, Plan 10.24Error! Reference source not found.).  
 
Table 9.1: Summary of levelling fills in Trench A Section #3. 

Context Depth 
(mm) 

Description 

7979 

 

200-
500 

Mid brown sand with brown clay mottling, moderately compact, low density 
charcoal fragments throughout. Dips down toward centre of Section #3. Artefacts 
included a leather satchel, metal, and ceramics concentrated in the dip.  

7978 20-60 Mixed brownish black sand; with low compaction; high concentration of 
industrial waste fragments up to 20mm length. 

7977 20-40 Black compacted sand with small industrial waste fragments throughout, 
undulating layer; no visible artefacts high levels of decomposing organic material. 

8015 90 Dark greyish brown sand with pale brown clayey mottling; slightly compact; with 
small industrial granules visible.  Probably is same as 8014 blurred by stones  

8014 90 Dark blackish (charcoal) brown mixed sandy silt; with charcoal fragments 
throughout up to 50%; slightly compact.  Contains ceramics leather, and glass. 

8013 100 Black burnt sandy soil with charcoal inclusions; moderately compact; moderate 
levels glass and ceramics visible (may be the same as 8065 and 8049 given that 
8013 = RL 0.84m and  8049 = RL 1.00m therefore sloping to the southwest). 

8012 10-70 Slightly compacted, pale yellow sand; very thin deposit; nil artefacts. 

8011 110 Mixed dark orange sand with mixed orange /beige clay nodes; compacted and 
dry, weak and crumbly. Deposit runs on a shallow downward angle in the north.  
Possibly heated at some stage. 

8008 120 Mixed orange clay with red /yellow mottling; small deposit beginning at south 
end of wall 7958 and running north; some degraded shales, sandstone and other 
small gravels visible; nil artefacts. 

8007 70 Mottled orange clay with red and yellow clayey inclusions, mixed with mid brown 
sand; deposit starts in mid-point of Section #3 and runs to the southern-most end 
of wall 7958. Is under 7964. 

8010 100 Mid to dark brown silty sand; some white/grey and orange clay inclusions; 
slightly compact; small gravels and small rocks throughout < 5%; some glass and 
ceramic visible in section.  Deposit begins on northern side of rocks under wall.  

8009 70 Greyish white clay with red and yellow mottling; runs beneath wall 7958 max. 
70mm probable levelling fill for 8098 cottage construction. 

7976 5–70 Light brown sand moderately compact; only visible at southern end of Section #3; 
no visible inclusions; clearly defined boundary to deposits above and below.  

7975 30-90 Mottled grey/white and red/yellow clay.  Small deposit only visible in two places 
along northern end of the section. 

7966 80-
110 

Greyish brown sand. Mixed with small deposits of black gravelled sand – high 
levels of compact iron nodes which discolour the deposit.  No visible artefacts in 
section. 

7965 ? Light brown sand with grey sandy streaks throughout; coarse grained slightly 
compact deposit. 

7964 110–
340 

Pale greyish brown sandy clay; very mixed deposit sandstone, ironstone, and 
small gravels charcoal fragments <10% ceramics and glass visible, bone fragments 
and some cut wood visible toward north of section.  

7963 50–
250 

Black sand mixed with high level of small industrial waste fragments; compacted 
but weak; deposit mixed with some greenish grey clay and iron nodes; lens of 
mixed mid brown sand visible at northern end of section where the deposit 
becomes thicker.  This fill underlies the ground preparation layer for the post 
1865 extension of building 8098. 
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Figure 9.12: Section #5, a green arrow indicates levelling fills overlying reclamation fills, arrowed in red 
which in turn overly foreshore sands arrowed in yellow.  Photo taken facing north with 1m scale 
(IMG_0943). 

 
 
Table 9.2: Summary of levelling fills Trench A Section # 4 and #5. 

8016 50-
250mm 

Mid brown sand with red/orange/beige clayey inclusions; slightly compact; 
charcoal fragments throughout <5% no visible artefacts in section pressed layer of 
8011 is visible (similar to 7979 and 8010). 

8017 40mm Dark yellow orange sand; small deposit only visible in west of section #4; slightly 
compact; nil inclusions; nil artefacts; shares a blurred boundary with 8016 650mm 
in length. 

8018 70mm Beige sand mixed with dark yellow sand – may be mixed with 8017. 

8019  Mottled orange and beige clay with red clayey inclusions; small charcoal 
fragments visible, some degraded shale and sandstone fragments. undulating 
deposit very dry no visible artefacts. 

8023 10 – 
110mm 

Pale greyish brown silty sand, slightly compact but very weak; very fine charcoal 
flecks throughout; sandstone fragments and small gravels throughout; wooden 
fragments possibly associated with structural remnants sitting over deposit. 

8029 60 – 
300mm 

Mixed beige pale brown sand loosely packed; small to fine gravels throughout up 
to 10% no other visible inclusion slopes down to form a shallow bowl – to fill a 
depression. 
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9.6.2 Levelling fills in the middle section of property  
The levelling fills in the middle section of the property were revealed through the excavation of test 
trenches TT 2, TT 3, TT 5 and broad excavation such as 7993, which was a fill below surface 7942 in 
the northwest of Area 7.  Fill 7993 was a mix of several discrete fills dumped as levelling material 
over reclamation clays to build up the ground for occupation and construction. 
 
Levelling fills Test Trench 5  
TT 5 was a 4.5m x 700mm slot trench excavated perpendicular to cottage 8098 beneath a crushed 
sandstone yard surface 7988 (Figure 9.13).  Levelling fills revealed within TT 5 were characterized by 
artefact rich sandy deposits of approximately 70mm to 100mm in thickness.  Given the proximity of 
the cottage 8098 and Trench A, it was possible to equate several deposits within TT 5 with those 
found within Trench A.  This suggests that levelling activity was undertaken as a series of events 
across the site as a whole.  The following Table 9.3Error! Reference source not found. is a summary 
of the levelling fills found within TT 5 and the deposits to which they may equate.  
 
Table 9.3: Summary of levelling fills TT 5 

Context Depth Description Equates to 

8065 ? Black charcoal sand/silt mix with a fine sticky texture nil artefacts  

8064 60 -
100mm 

Compact mix of iron oxide with concentrations of sandy material 
with a white crust at interface with 8063 above  

8011 

8063 50mm 
deep 

Mid to dark brown sandy fill containing bottle glass bone and 
ceramic  

8054, 8046, 
8047, 8016, 
8017, 8018 

8062 20mm 
deep 

Thin red sandy lens  with nil inclusions or artefacts   

8061 120mm 
deep 

Loose pale sandy fill with very pale brown coarse grained sands, 
uniform in size and texture located north of 7938  

 

8066 600mm 
deep 

Mid brown sandy deposit with charcoal fragments. Artefact rich 
with bone, iron, bottle glass and ceramic throughout. Part of a 
series of sandy fills introduced for levelling after initial 
reclamation.  

8016, 8017 

8018, 8054 

8046, 8047 

 
 
 
Figure 9.13: View 
of levelling fills 
within TT 5 
(arrowed in 
green) and 
surrounding yard 
surfaces.  Photo 
taken facing east 
with 1m scale 
(IMG_0935). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



61 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                                                                                                                     Area 7 Trench Report 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

8051 

7994 

8045 

8048 

8054 

Reclamation 

fill 

Levelling 
fills 

Levelling fills Test Trench 3 Section #1 
TT 3 was excavated to the north of cottage 8098 on the western limit of excavation.  Levelling fills 
within TT 3 were found to be characterized by layers of horizontal bands of clay fills and sandy fills 
(see Figure 9.14 and Section # 1 Plan 10.27, Vol 4 Section 10).   
 

Figure 9.14: TT 3 section #1 showing levelling fills.  Photo taken facing east with 1m scale (IMG_1004). 

 
The following Error! Reference source not found. is a summary of fills within TT 3 and equivalent 
fills across Area 7: 
 
Table 9.4: Summary of levelling fills within TT 3 Section #1. 

Context Depth Description Equates 

7994 ? Machined fills of TT 3 a mix of levelling fills and the top of reclamation 
clays (building materials sample # 12) (located under 7942) 

 

8045 130mm Extensive yellow and red clay fill with brick and ironstone fragments 
and small amounts of sandy material appears to be across all of the 
area north of cottage 8098. Clay fill associated with levelling event 
after the reclamation. Also present in TT 5  

7991 
8264 
8243 
8267 

8048 40mm Red orange fine grained silts, fine clay particles with iron oxide 
staining, some build up of iron oxide causing a thin crust on top. May 
be similar event as 8011 

8011 

8047 70mm 
deep 

Pale brown sandy deposit with crushed sandstone, littered with 
sandstone fragments and containing small pockets of red clay up to 
(occupies same stratigraphical position as 8016, 8017, 8018)   

8016 
8017 
8018 

8046 110mm Mid brown sandy deposit containing occasional fragments of bottle 
glass; flecked with charcoal and red clays across all of area north of 
building 8098  

 

8054  Grey sand / fine clay particle mixed fill containing sandstone and 
ironstone fragments and nil artefacts  

 

8050 30mm Lens of iron rich silty fine clay particles with iron oxide staining similar 
to 8048 but with less iron content  

8048 

8049 160mm Black coarse industrial fill, containing fine grained sand and clay 
particles a slight stickiness suggests some burning. Equates to 8013  

8013 
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Figure 9.15: Top of levelling fills facing east showing clay fill 8045.  Photo taken facing east with 1m scale 
(IMG_0773). 

 
Levelling fills Test Trench 2 
Within TT 2 the only levelling fill identified was 7991, a mottled grey and orange clay, containing 
small fragments of degraded sandstock brick at the base (Figure 9.15).  This compacted clay surface 
may have been used as a bedding or ground preparation for a brick path and may be associated 
with clay capping found on the northern boundary (see Figure 9.16). 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 9.16: Section 
#2 within TT 2 
levelling fills including 
7991 dipping down 
disturbed by modern 
piling.  Photo taken 
facing north with 1m 
scale (IMG_ 0840). 
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9.6.3 Levelling fills adjacent to fence 8247  
Levelling fills in this area were characterized by sandy artefact rich dumps sealed by a mottled 
orange, yellow and white clay capping.  Contexts 8260 and 8265 represent two sandy deposits 
within TT 14 (Vol 4, Plan 10.28).  Context 8265 was an orange-brown sandy clay with numerous 
charcoal inclusions in thin black layers and a quantity of white and orange sandstone fragments 
with a depth of 100mm to 120mm.  Fill 8265 included artefacts of window glass, bottle glass, metal, 
bone, nails, slate and ceramics.  Context 8260 was a small yellow sand lens in the east end of the 
trench with a depth of 20mm with artefacts present of glass, window glass, metal, bone, nails, slate 
and ceramics. 
 
The clay capping was assigned the context numbers 8243, 8264 and 8467 and was an extensive 
deliberately laid covering which formed a thin crust of clay from 30mm to 200mm in thickness 
surrounding fence posts and abutting structures.  The clay capping was comprised of a fine mottled 
beige, ochre and yellow clay containing; charcoal, sandstone and orange sandstock brick fragments.  
The clay capping appeared in TT 14 as context 8264 in TT 15 as 8243 and in TT 17 as 8267 (Figure 
9.17).  The clay capping was similar to context 7991 to the south (Figure 9.15) and 8045 to the 
southwest (Figure 9.14).   
 
 

 
Figure 9.17: TT 17 adjacent to wall 8205 showing clay capping 8267, part of fence 8247 emerging from it and 

yard surface 8293.  Photo taken facing north with 1m scale (IMG_1308). 

 
  



64 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                                                                                                                     Area 7 Trench Report 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

9.7 Phase 6.5: Cottage 8098 construction  
Building 8098 first appeared on plan on the 1855 Trigonometric Survey (Figure 9.2) where it is 
shown as a rectangular structure with a verandah on the northern side with its southern wall 
adjacent to the east-west allotment boundary dividing Murphy’s property.  However, the building 
may have been first mentioned in rates books of 1848 as a cottage of timber and shingle 
construction with an attached wharf (Rates book 1848 1154, see above).  The sale of 1855 
described the house as being four rooms and as the excavated wall footings revealed a ground plan 
of two rooms it is likely therefore that it was referring to a two-storey house.  Although it is not 
known who actually built the house it was probably occupied by Mr Hughes junior during the 
1850s.22  The initial construction of the building may have followed the last phase of reclamation 
fairly quickly, as no evidence for a cut or a foundation trench for the footings were found, and it is 
likely the house was constructed directly on the levelling fills below. 
 
Evidence for flooring within the structure was found in occupation and demolition layers and will be 
discussed in Phase 7.  As some of the flooring excavated included four tongue and groove 
floorboards found in the west room it is probable that these relate to a later period of repair or 
remodelling rather than the initial construction phase if that occurred in the 1840s.  It is likely that 
the original flooring was of tamped earth as a thin skim of occupation accumulation was identified 
directly overlying the last of the levelling fills or ground preparation below a later demolition layer.  
The verandah will also be discussed in Phase 7 occupation rather than in the Phase 6 construction 
phase as the evidence suggested that it had undergone some later repair and modification as 
machine-made brick piers and horizontal timber elements 7989 relate to a later phase of verandah 
construction.  
 
 

Figure 9.18: Sandstone wall footing 7938.  Photo taken facing west with 1m scale (IMG_0737).  

                                                           
22 Sydney Morning Herald 9 February 1855, p 7e. 
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Excavation of the structure was conducted in two phases with the eastern-half excavated at the 
very start of the project and the western-half excavated towards the end after the removal of 
extensive overburden.  The archaeological evidence for the cottage was represented by a series of 
sandstone rubble footings forming in plan, a narrow structure with a verandah to the north 
extending the length of the longest side.  It was assumed that the plan included two rooms 
although there was no clear evidence for a dividing north-south wall as modern piles and a concrete 
footing obscured the middle of the house.  The overall dimensions of building 8098 were 11.25m in 
length and 4m in width.  It was revealed that modern machining, piling activity and a service trench 
had damaged parts of the structure.  
 
9.7.1 Sandstone wall footings 
The context numbers for the sandstone wall footings which formed building 8098 were 7938 
(north), 7939 (south) and 7958 (east) (Figure 9.18, Figure 9.19; Vol 4, Plan 10.19).  It is likely that the 
superstructure of cottage 8098 was built of stone as indicated by the 1865 Trigonometric survey 
where colour-coding of buildings denotes their construction materials (Figure 10.1).  Wall 7938 ran 
east-west and was 6.8m in length, with the eastern end damaged by modern piling activity.  This 
footing was 300mm wideh with three sandstone courses visible at the western end and two at the 
eastern end.  The sandstone blocks were irregular and varied in size from 110mm x 110mm to 
180mm x 330mm.  Wall 7938 was probably the front wall of the structure as the verandah was 
located to the north of this wall, the building was north facing.  Although disturbed by a 1980s pile 
at the eastern corner,  it the wall was found to be bonded with wall 7958, running perpendicular to 
the south.  Wall 7958 was of similar construction as 7938, a sandstone rubble footing with buff shell 
and sand mortar but only one course survived.  The northern end of the wall was truncated by 
piling activity and the intact remains of the wall were only 2m in length.  Wall 7958 formed the east 
wall of the structure and was bonded with wall 7939 (Figure 9.19).   
 
Wall footing 7939 was the southern (rear) wall of the building, running east-west 3.2m and located 
3.8m parallel and to the south of 7938.  Footing 7939 was similar to the other footings, built with 
the sandstone rubble ranging from 90mm x 70mm to 300mm x 150mm with three courses visible 
up to a height of 550mm.  Piling activity had truncated the western end of the wall and the eastern 
end was damaged by service trench 7916.  Wall 7939 was found to be on exactly the same 
alignment as a later brick wall 7915 (see phase 7.3) suggesting that the earlier building was 
completely demolished when the later building was erected.  Following the removal of overburden 
the second phase of excavation revealed rubble sandstone footings to the west, which were 
identified as the western extension of wall 7939 and the western wall running north-south and 
parallel with wall 7958.  The footings were three to four courses of sandstone rubble bonded with a 
sand shell mortar.  The western wall was 4m in length and the extension of wall 7939 was 
approximately 5.5m long.  The second phase of excavation also revealed 8115, a possible wall built 
of four sandstone blocks between 300mm to 400mm length by 220mm to 260mm.  Context 8115 
ran east-west on the same alignment as wall 7939 and beneath door supports 8096 (see phase 7.2).  
The level of the stones (RL 1.37m) and the positioning of the wall suggested that it may have been 
contemporary with building 8098 rather than the later structure and may represent an addition or 
outhouse related to the building.  
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Figure 9.19: Internal junction of walls 7939 and 7958 within building 8098.  Photo taken facing south with 
1m scale (IMG_0802). 

 
 
9.7.2 Possible fireplace 
A possible fireplace (8107) was found within the walls of building 8098 (Figure 9.20).  Context 8107 
formed a structural footing with a large footing or structural element of walling combined with a 
floor joist support.  The total dimensions of the structure were 1.85m by 1.3m.  The structure 
included five large roughly-dressed sandstone blocks with associated timber beams and sandstone 
crush packing (8108) in the southeast corner of the western room.  The sandstone blocks ranged 
from 220mm x 500mm to 310mm x 940mm.  It is possible that this feature may have been 
associated with a machine-made brickwork feature 7913 positioned directly above. 
 
Surrounding 8107 was 8108, yellow packing fill of crushed yellow and white sandstone pieces with 
occasional patches of light brown/cream sand mortar with shell inclusions and some charcoal 
patches.  A discrete patch of charcoal on the west side of the fill may support the theory of 8107 
being a fireplace.  The packing also contained glass, sandstock brick fragments and bone.  
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Figure 9.20: Detail of 8107 possible fireplace.  Photo taken facing east with 1m scale (IMG_0759). 
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10.0 Phase 7: 1860s to 1900 Residential and Industrial/Commercial 
Development  

 

10.1 Overview  
In Area 7 the 1860s onwards saw a period of intense commercial development and the continued 
occupation of existing buildings.  During this time Hughes’ Soap and Candle Manufactory vacated 
the property; a move likely to be in response to the enactment of a new law prohibiting such 
activity within the limits of the city.  By 1865 several new buildings had been erected on the portion 
occupied by Murphy expanding the Coal, Lime and Wood Company including a structure abutting 
the stone cottage 8098, previously the residence of Mr Hughes Jr. (Figure 10.1).  On the northern 
property boundary structures shown on the 1855 Trigonometric survey (Figure 9.2) previously 
associated with the tenancy of the Soap and Candle Works including building 8224, continued to be 
used and expanded by subsequent tenants (Figure 10.2).   
 
 

Figure 10.1: Map showing buildings on the property including a building abutting to the south of structure 
8098 (arrowed). 1865 Trigonometric Survey of Sydney Section E2 Sheet 1, Historical Atlas of 
Sydney, City of Sydney Archives. 

 
This period of commercial activity resulted in the restructuring of the allotment configuration and 
by 1880 occupancy and use of the area on the northern portion of the property was divided 
between Biggs’ Iron Foundry to the east and the Fresh Food & Ice Company to the west.  The Fresh 
Food & Ice Company leased an L-shaped allotment encompassing street frontage at 14-18 Liverpool 
Street to the northern boundary and down to the waterfront and wharfage (Figure 10.2).  From the 
1880s to the 1900s the Fresh Food & Ice Company dominated the use of the property lying within 
the excavated zone, utilizing the area to accommodate cart sheds, stables and yards.  Several long 
and narrow structures were erected on the western portion of the property resulting in the 
modification or demolition of the sandstone cottage 8098.  The extant buildings to the north were 
used as sheds and stables and a large proportion of the property straddling the previous east-west 
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allotment boundary was likely to have been used as open yard areas.  Murphy’s Wharf and the 
western portion of the southern allotment were leased by the Murphy family to various timber and 
lime merchants during the 1880s until Bernard Byrnes Ltd. gained the lease in 1898 and the wharf 
was renamed Byrnes Wharf. 
 
 

Figure 10.2: Plan showing configuration of structures c. 1880 including the extensions of building 8098 to 
the east. H. Percy Dove plan, 1880, Block 91.  Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney Archives. 

 
 

10.2 Evidence 
Phase 7 was identified archaeologically as: occupation fills and demolition deposits associated with 
the 1850s buildings; yard surfaces with paving; a cesspit; industrial levelling fills and activities 
associated with Biggs’ Foundry; and constructional phases of the 1860s and 1880s related to 
stables, sheds, yards and outhouses.  Evidence of this phase is presented in Plans 10.20 and 10.21 in 
Volume 4, Section 10 of the Excavation Report. 
 
Phase 7 has been divided into the following chronological sub-phases: 

 7.1 Post-1850s occupation, yards etc  

 7.2 1860s – 1880s construction  

 7.3 Post-1880s – 1900 levelling fills and industrial/commercial activity. 
 

The following Error! Reference source not found. is a summary of context numbers within Test 
Trenches excavated through the post 1850s occupation and yard surfaces, the 1880s–1900 levelling 
fills and industrial/commercial activity. 
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Table 10.1: Test trenches in table form.  

 TT 2 TT 3 TT 4 TT 5 TT 14 TT 15 TT 17 

Dimensions 2.2m x 
10m 

1m x 5m 1m x 
1m 

700mm x 
4.5m 

1.5m x 
2.3m 

1m x 1.5m 1.m x 2m 

Post 1880s 
Levelling fills 

    8211 8212 8248 

    8214 8225 8249 

    8228 8236  

    8242   

Yard surfaces      8237  

Oysters      8240 8256/8257 

Tan sand/yard       8262 

Grey clay     8233  8263 

Yard surfaces  7950   8265   

Clay cap  8045  7988 8264 8243 8267 

Industrial 
waste 

   8066  8246  
7952   8045 8266 8253  

Levelling Fills   8007 8061 8268   
7959 8046/8054 7979 8062    
7990 8047 8008 8063 8271 8254  

 8048 8014 8064 8272 8275  
7991 8049  8048    

 8050  8065    
Reclamation  8051   8273 8255  

 
 

10.3 Phase 7.1 Post 1850s Occupation and Yards 
Phase 7.1 can be further subdivided into those deposits closely associated with the occupation of 
buildings 8098 and 8224, including cesspit 8036, timber structures on the boundary between Area 6 
and 7 and yard surfaces not necessarily associated with a particular structure but rather across a 
broad area to the north and northeast of building 8098.   
 
Evidence for the post-1850s occupation and yard surfaces was confirmed archaeologically as:  

 10.3.1: Occupation and demolition of building 8098 

 10.3.2: Yard surfaces, occupation levels, cesspit and structures to the north of building 
8098 

 10.3.3: Sheds wooden structures, yard surfaces and dumps adjacent to boundary fence 
8247 

 10.3.4: Occupation, paving surfaces and demolition fills associated with building 8224. 
 
 

10.3.1 Occupation and demolition of building 8098  
The construction of building 8098 was undertaken in the 1840s, whereas, the occupation and use of 
the building likely spanned many years and eventually ended with the demolition or remodelling of 
the structure in the 1860s to 1870s.  The construction methods are described in Phase 6.9 (Section 
9.2.5).  The excavation of the interior of building 8098 was undertaken in two stages during the 
project as the western portion was buried under overburden that was not removed until April 2009.  
Excavation of the interior of the structure revealed occupation accumulation as well as some 
evidence for the demolition or decay of a wooden floor.  Although there was no clear evidence for a 
dividing wall between the two rooms as modern piles and a concrete footing obscured the mid 
section of the house, the contexts assigned to deposits within the building were divided into those 
excavated from the putative eastern room and those from the putative western room.  Two 
contexts within the east room may represent underfloor occupation deposits, whereas, deposits in 
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the west room were rather mixed, with one deposit a combination of a clay levelling fill, a possible 
occupation deposit and a demolition layer.  Evidence for the demolition and or re-modelling of the 
house was found in two deposits across the two rooms containing decomposing floorboards and an 
industrial fill.  To the north of the structure in the location of verandah, excavation revealed that the 
verandah area contained both occupation layers and evidence for repairs and or modifications.   
 
Evidence for east room occupation 
The lowest deposit bounded by the footings of the east room was 8004, a mid grey sandy deposit 
with occasional sandstone fragments, ironstone and charcoal flecks.  The deposit extended 3m from 
wall 7939 to wall 7938 and 1.5m to the west of wall 7958, the deposit was from 10mm to 35mm in 
depth.  A 1m x 1m exploratory test trench TT 4 excavated in the southeast corner of the room 
revealed that 8004 was directly overlying the last of the clay levelling fills 8007 or ground 
preparation for the house (Figure 10.3).  Deposit 8004 was sandier at the top with a more clayey 
consistency at the bottom and resembled an occupation deposit.  As such the deposit is likely to 
represent the earliest surviving occupation evidence for this room.  Artefacts retrieved included; 
bone, brick, window glass, fragments of shell sand mortar, shell, glass beads, marbles, a bone 
button, nails and slate.  This range of artefacts suggests the occupation material was disturbed and 
mixed with fills and construction or demolition materials.  Overlying this deposit was 7981, a mid 
grey silty sand deposit, friable and loosely compacted with some tree/shrub roots extending 1.5m 
to 3.5m to the east from wall 7958 and 50mm to 3m to the north from wall 7939, with a depth of 
30mm to 80mm concentrated to the southeast of the room.  This deposit is likely to represent the 
last of the occupation levels within the structure before the collapse of the flooring.  Artefacts 
retrieved included; ceramics, a coin, glass, leather, metal, shell, slate and bone.   
 
 

Figure 10.3: TT 4 within west room of 8098 showing evidence for occupation above levelling fills. Photo 
taken facing east with 1m scale (IMG_0908).  
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Evidence for west room occupation 
The lowest deposit excavated within the west room 8114 was a grey clay layer with areas of black 
staining which is likely to represent a mixture of the last of the levelling fills below house 8098 and 
the interface with the deposit above 8099.  In turn the interface is likely to include some occupation 
accumulation.  Deposit 8114 extended uniformly 3.4m x 3.2m across the west room to a depth of 
100mm with the southwest corner displaying a high level of bioturbation and some crumbly ferrous 
inclusions.  Wooden floorboards, window glass, bottle glass, sandstone fragments and pieces of 
sandstock brick were pressed into the clay from a demolition layer above.   
 
Evidence for demolition re-remodelling 
Above the remains of the occupation deposits of the east room was a post occupation/demolition 
layer 7953 consisting of moderately compacted and friable black clayey silt with high concentrations 
of charcoal and moderate frequency of oxidized iron/slag.  The deposit extended across the western 
two thirds of the room with a depth of 50mm to 150mm.  A high frequency of worked timber 
floorboards and possible joists were embedded within the deposit, as were a high frequency of 
leather halters, bridles and belts, items usually associated with horse trappings. In the west room 
deposit 8099 shared many characteristics with 7953 and is likely to represent the same post 
occupation/ demolition period (Figure 10.4).  Context 8099 was a very dark grey/black humic 
deposit with silt, soot and clay inclusions extending across the whole of the western room with a 
depth of 60mm to 90mm.  The artefact assemblage included: four tongue and groove floorboards, 
textiles, window glass, bottle glass, ceramics, nails and occasional sandstock brick fragments.  The 
dimensions of floorboards found within structure 8098 varied from 100mm to 150mm in width and 
380mm to 800mm in length.  Overlying and straddling both these deposits was context 8039 
comprised of two large timbers lying perpendicular found at the base of industrial fills 7932 and 
7944.  The dimensions of the timbers were 250mm x 300mm x 1.52m and 230mm x 240mm x 
960mm.  
 

Figure 10.4: Demolition within 8098.  Photo taken facing east with 1m scale (IMG_0798).  
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Deposits 7953, 8039 and 8099 relate to a period of reuse and demolition of cottage 8098 where the 
degraded flooring was replaced by an industrial fill and the cottage was remodelled and re-
established as a large cart horse shed as shown on the Percy Dove map of 1880 (Figure 10.2).   
 
Verandah 
The verandah was likely to have been of timber construction with timber roof supports and timber 
butt-boarded flooring.  Post-pipes identified within postholes represent the decayed structural 
timber elements associated with the verandah flooring and roof supports.  Evidence for the 
structural remains for the verandah to the north of house 8098 were represented by a series of 
postholes and remnant timber flooring, evidence for repairs and remodelling were represented by 
brick piers and a recut posthole, and evidence for occupation was represented as two artefact rich 
under floor deposits.  The following is a breakdown of individual elements of the verandah.   
 
Structural evidence for the verandah 
A series of postholes associated with the structural components of the verandah represent the 
remains of the support posts for the verandah floor and roof.  The following contexts are those 
postholes identified and excavated.  Posthole 8100 comprised an irregular cut with vertical sides 
located north and adjacent to wall 7938, with dimensions of 360mm x 300mm excavated to a depth 
of 65mm.  Context 8101 represents the packing, which had been recut by post-pipe 8102 and 8103 
(see below).  The packing fill 8101 of posthole 8100 was of a dark grey loose consistency with a high 
proportion of slag like lumps and charcoal.  Posthole 8111 comprised an ovoid cut with steep 
concave sides and one sheer side to the southwest with dimensions 380mm x 300mm and depth of 
150mm.  Within 8111 was 8112 and 8113.  8112 was a post-pipe impression, a rectangular cavity 
with sheer sides and a flat base that sloped to the west with dimensions of 170mm x 80mm x 30-
100mm.  Context 8113 was the posthole packing consisting of a dark grey loose fill with a high 
proportion of slag like lumps and charcoal and a large sandstone packing stone at the base of the to 
the south.  Context 8116 was a posthole cut located 800mm to the north of wall 7938 therefore 
likely to be part of the northern limit of the verandah, roughly circular in plan with dimensions of 
440mm x 370mm excavated to a depth of 150mm.  The packing was also similar to 8101 and 8113 
with no evidence for a post remaining.   
 
Timber flooring of the verandah 
Timber structural elements associated with the verandah flooring included 8105 a large square cut 
piece of wood 200mm in width and 650mm in length with a roughly square cut notch in the 
uppermost face with dimensions 50mm x 100mm and 40mm in depth.  This timber was lying east-
west, parallel and to the north of the western extension of sandstone wall 7938.  Parallel timbers 
7989 were associated with each other by their height and parallel positioning and are also likely to 
be associated with 8105 and therefore part of the remnant joists or support beams for the 
verandah floor (n.b. 7989 was also the number given to brick piers see below).   
 
Evidence of repair of the verandah 
A repair to the verandah is represented by post-pipe 8102 and remnant post 8103 where the 
original post within 8100 had been removed and replaced.  The remnant wooden post 8103 was a 
rectangular timber 75mm x 20mm with a height of 150mm standing vertically against the southern 
side of the original packing 8102.  Later repairs or modifications to the verandah were also 
represented by structural components 7989 comprised of two brick piers and four parallel timbers 
north of wall 7938 (Figure 10.5).  The pier abutting wall 7938 remained as two courses of brick laid 
side by side whereas the pier located 1m to the north was a single course with two bricks side by 
side and one brick laid crossways.  Both brick piers consisted of machine-made bricks with 
dimensions of 110mm x 70mm x 230mm with a rectangular frog 120mm x 45mm x 20mm.  
Machine-made bricks are common from the 1880s onwards therefore the brick type postdates the 
construction of the cottage and therefore suggests a later repair or modification.  The timbers 
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numbered context 7989 along with the brick piers are likely to be structural elements related to the 
flooring of the verandah rather than evidence of repair (see above).   
 

 
Figure 10.5: Brick piers and timbers 7989 north of wall 7938.  Photo taken facing east with 1m scale 

(IMG_0820). 

 
 
Occupation-related material below the verandah 
A pale brown sandy deposit 8043 was found to directly overlie clay levelling fills and abut the north 
side of wall 7938.  Context 8043 included some clay content in isolated pockets and shared 
similarities with deposit 8004 to the south of wall 7938.  Deposit 8043 ran parallel with 7938 
extending 1.5m in width, 9.2m in length and 80mm in depth.  The deposit was identified as the 
lowest level of verandah/porch occupation-related material.  Artefacts included; bone, shell, 
ceramics, glass, leather, metal and shell.  Above 8043 was 7987 a similar sandy deposit with a 
higher density of artefacts present.  Context 7987 comprised a largely homogenous sandy deposit 
adjacent to wall 7938 with dimensions of 700mm in width, 1.5m in length and 250mm in depth 
littered heavily with bottles, ceramics, iron, leather, slate and oyster shell.  An artefact of note 
within the deposit included an iron-mongers token from Iredale & Co., a company established in 
1820.  The composition and artefact positioning suggested a build up of the sandy deposit around 
discarded artefacts under timber verandah flooring (it is likely that such an exterior timber floor 
would not be constructed using tongue and groove flooring) facilitating such an accumulation of 
sand.  The deposit was bounded by wall 7938 to the south and timbers 7989 to the north (Figure 
10.6). 
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7938 

 
 
 
 
Figure 10.6: Under 
verandah deposit of 
bottles facing west 
with wall 7938 to the 
left.  Photo taken 
facing west with 1m 
scale (IMG_0845). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Other verandah evidence 
Directly to the north of the verandah was 8109 a triangular feature cut through grey sand with a 
stained grey uneven base and a decomposed spongy wooden plank against northern edge.  The 
dimensions of the cut were 460mm x 460mm x 220mm with a depth of depth 55mm.  Context 8110 
was the fill of triangular feature 8109 and comprised fine dark grey/black silt with small fragments 
of decomposed wood/slightly humic with a high charcoal content.  It was not clear what function 
this feature performed but it was likely to be associated with the verandah.  To the east of 8109 and 
perhaps related to it were a series of stake-holes 8106.  Context 8106 comprised 10/11 stake holes 
running in an east-west direction parallel with wall 7938, ranging from square to rectangular and 
varying in size from 25mm x 25mm to 100mm x 80mm to 30mm x150mm, with a total length of 
2.2m.  The stake-holes appeared as dark grey /brown to black silt often with decomposed wood 
remnants cut into yard surface 7988.  The stake-holes had steep vertical sides with no posthole cut 
evident they were only partially excavated and found to contain a fill with some ashy content.  The 
stake-holes appeared to be associated with fencing or delineation of the western extension of the 
verandah of 8098.  
 
10.3.2 Yard surfaces, occupation levels, cesspit and structures to north of building 8098 
Yard surfaces north of building 8098 are likely to relate initially to the period of occupation of the 
cottage with brick pathways and paving corresponding horizontally and stratigraphically with the 
footings of the building.  Use of the area as open yardage continued into the 1880s and beyond as 
shown on 1880 Percy Dove with very few structures evident.  Excavation to the north of building 
8098 was achieved through a combination of mechanical removal of fills over a broad area and 
targeted hand excavated test pits.  Fills and deposits from test pits TT 2, TT 3, TT 4 and TT 5 are 
summarized in Error! Reference source not found.; however, the contexts from the test pits are 
discussed here in relation to their assigned phasing.  Revealed within this area were ground 
preparation fills, and features including a cesspit, paving, yard surfaces and occupation-related fills.  
These fills and surfaces were characterized by levelling clays interspersed with coarse-grained black 
and dark grey industrial fills.   
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7988 

It is possible that brick, timber and sandstone features 8032, 8033 and 8034 may be associated with 
a shed structure located to the northeast of building 8098 shown on the 1880 Percy Dove plan 
(Figure 10.1). 
 
Ground preparation  
The following contexts represent some form of ground preparation for the yard surfaces overlying 
the last of the levelling fills.  The contexts are on top of levelling fills and appear to be the bedding 
onto which brick and timber paving and pathways and other yard surfaces were laid.  Context 7990 
was a yard surface or fill of dark brown silty soil with flecks of red and orange medium grain clay 
first identified when excavated in TT 2.  At the base of 7990 were large timber pieces and sandstock 
bricks features 8032, 8033 and 8034 (see below).  When the adjacent area was opened up during 
subsequent excavation, context 8038 was identified as sharing many characteristics with 7990.  
Context 8038 was an extensive ground preparation fill, of dark grey /black fine sand sitting above 
clay levelling fills covering most of the mid portion of Area 7.  Context 8038 was found to underlie 
brick, sandstone and timber features 8028, 8032, 8033, 8034 and 8040.  Both 7990 and 8038 were 
keyed into the wood and brick surfaces above. 
 
Yard surfaces of clay and industrial fill  
The following contexts include yard surfaces of compacted and crushed stone mixed with clay and 
industrial fills.  The surfaces were characterized by a compact crust likely to have been compacted 
by intensive vehicular traffic of horses and carts although no evidence for wheel ruts was identified.  
Context 7988 was a crushed and compacted sandstone yard surface to the north of the verandah of 
cottage 8098 and occupation deposit 7987.  Deposit 7988 extended 10m east-west and 3m to the 
north and began where verandah ended (Figure 10.7).  Some patches of slag were found adhering 
to the clay surface in a similar fashion to that found on the brick paved surfaces (see below).  
Upright timber paling remains 8033 present to the east where the context abuts brick feature 8028 
are likely to be a form of path edging or fencing.  It is probable that 7988 was a surface 
contemporary with the occupation of cottage 8098 and associated brick and timber paving 
discussed below.  
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 10.7: 
Crushed sandstone 
and clay surface 
7988 to north of 
building 8098.  
Photo taken facing 
north with 1m 
scale (IMG_2730). 
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Figure 10.8: Brick surface 8028. Photo taken facing northwest with 1m scale (IMG_0893). 

 
 
Yard surfaces of brick 
Brick paving and paths within this area were constructed of reused sandstock brick occasionally 
with a timber border laid on ground preparation fills as discussed above.  The brick features did not 
seem to cover the entire yard area but rather were emplaced in selected locations.  They may for 
example have formed pathways leading to an outhouse or shed.  The brick surfacing appears to 
have been impacted by later industrial use of the space as many bricks were found with slag chunks 
adhering to their upper surfaces.  
 
To the northeast of cottage 8098 and to the west of cesspit 8036, was context 8028 a sandstock 
brick paving feature which was likely to represent a yard surface.23  Context 8028 was comprised of 
flat sandstock bricks covering an area of approximately 3.3m by 2m with most bricks sized 110mm 
wide and 65mm to 70mm thick (Figure 10.8).  The original length of the bricks is unknown as all 
bricks were broken varying from quarter to half in size.  The bricks were laid as a single random 
course with some shell and sand mortar found in association with them.  At the northwest corner of 
the brick surface was an edge or rim of bricks laid on their sides with a row of remnant timber posts 
on the outside forming a border.  An eastern extension of the feature was represented as a sporadic 
uneven and rubble-brick surface with large chunks of slag melted onto the bricks.  The slag chunks 
fused to the bricks suggest that some metal-working may have taken place in this area as slag 
melted at high temperatures could easily adhere to the brick surface when cooled.  The slag is likely 
to have come from subsequent industrial use of the area rather than residential use associated with 
the cottage 8098 to the south.  Feature 8028 had an RL 1.39m which places this surface at a similar 
level to the first course of sandstone in the footing wall of building 7938 RL 1.34m.  A brick surface 

                                                           
23 During the analysis for the final report, this brick surfacing was interpreted as being part of the floor surface within a 
structure depicted for the first time on the 1880 plan, and therefore likely part of the 1870s redevelopment phase.   
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8040 further to the north shared many characteristics with 8028 and is likely to be contemporary 
(Figure 10.9).   
 
Context 8040 was an extensive area of sandstock brick paving, north of sandstone drain 8072, the 
paving comprised both flat sandstock bricks and sandstock bricks  with rectangular frogs laid in one 
course in a similar way to those in 8028.  The feature contained many crushed, broken and half 
bricks that appear to have been compacted to form a surface despite the deterioration of the 
bricks.  The feature was edged along its southern extent with a series of timbers forming a strip 
approximately 5m in length.  To the east of the yard surface was context 8042 a mottled 
beige/yellow and pink/orange clay fill with ironstone inclusions.  This deposit is likely to represent 
the top of clay levelling fills used as a yard surface as it was found abutting and slightly below brick 
surface 8040.  Context 8042 was cut by sandstone drain 8072 and a modern service trench 7945.  
Brick paving 8028 and 8040 are likely to be contemporary with the crushed stone yard surface 7988 
and cesspit 8036 and may have continued in use as a surface until covered by layers of industrial 
fills. 
 
 

Figure 10.9: Yard surface 8040 cut by service trenches facing south.  Photo taken facing east with 1m scale 
(IMG_0880). 

 
Timber and stone features– function unknown24 
Several timber and stone features were revealed in the area west of cesspit 8036 and to the north 
of cottage 8098.  Timber planking lying horizontal appeared to be a deliberate surface or path 
whereas, timber abutting brickwork appeared to be some sort of containment, border or fencing 
surrounding the brick paving or remnant walling. 
 

                                                           
24 During analysis for the final report, this feature was associated with the building in this location depicted on the 1880 
plan for the first time.  The function remains unknown.   
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Context 8033 comprised a series of timber posts surrounding feature 8028 and 8032 and a series of 
eight wooden posts of various sizes surrounding the surface of context 8034 (Figure 10.10).  Some 
of the posts appear to be structural and a large upright post 200mm x 100mm at the northwest 
corner of sandstone feature 8032 could relate to a wooden superstructure over the sandstone 
floor.  All timbers are hardwood and machine milled.  Some posts may have been used to key in 
surfaces 8028 and 8034 and some small timbers may have been used as battens to shore up timber 
planking.  Context 8034 comprised seven large rectangular wooden planks laid horizontally and 
truncated at the southern end.  The feature is likely to represent a wooden yard surface or floor 
relating to sandstone feature 8032.  The planks, 600mm length, 200mm wide and 30 to 40mm thick 
were loosely edge joined (carvel) and are not joined or pinned together but placed on a flat earth 
floor.  The timbers are consistent in size and form to be a plank laid (carvel) floor.   
 

Figure 10.10: Timber features 8034 and 8033 with sandstone feature 8032. Photo taken facing east with 1m 
scale (IMG_0892). 

 
 
In close proximity to the east of the cesspit was a sandstone floor or base 8032 and a circular 
feature (Figure 10.11).  Feature 8032 was a trapezoidal sandstone surface with two rows of cut 
stone blocks framing a large flat trapezoidal sandstone paver.  This feature may represent the base 
of a metal working facility or furnace as some slag fragments were found adhering to the sandstone 
and to surrounding surfaces.  To the north of the feature was the remains of a circular metal ring 
embedded in a sandy deposit which was excavated to a depth of 200mm containing a grey gravely 
industrial fill.  These remains were hard to interpret though they appear to be small-scale industrial 
in nature.  
 
To the north of cottage 8098 was a wood-lined feature 7941 which comprised four wooden planks 
delimiting an area of dark grey fill (Figure 10.12).  Dimensions of feature 7941 were 1.48m x 530mm 
to 570mm with a depth of 50mm to 60mm.  The plank sizes varied from 5mm to 30mm thick and 
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100mm to 150mm in width.  Within 7941 was 7937 a fill of dark grey silty accumulation with a 
depth of 400 to 500mm, which overlay an even base of grey black gravel with sandstock brick 
inclusions.  It is possible that the feature may have been used as some form of trough.  The feature 
was found under machined-off industrial waste.   
 

 
 
Figure 10.11: 
Sandstone 
base 8032 
with circular 
feature to 
the north.  
Photo taken 
facing north 
with 1m 
scale 
(IMG_0891). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 10.12: 
Wooden 
feature 7941 
surrounded 
by 7988 clay 
surface.  
Photo taken 
facing north 
with 1m scale 
(IMG_0770). 
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Structural features  
Remains of other structural features identified in the area included; an un-lined cesspit.  Context 
8036 was the cut for the cesspit located to the east of 8028 (Figure 10.13).  The pit was truncated 
by a modern machine trench to the west and by a 1980s pile in east.  The cesspit was rectangular in 
shape with sloping sides and a sloping base, with a surviving maximum length of 1.28m to 1.48m 
and a minimum width of 1.35m (which was not fully excavated) and a depth of 450mm to 850mm.  
The east side of the pit was possibly wood lined with the west side cut into mixed reclamation clays 
containing sandstone and sandstock brick rubble.  Evidence of recutting, was found on the north 
and east sides in the form of two clay lined areas with sandy fill in between which suggested an 
episode of remodelling of the original cesspit.  One piece of wood (with dimensions of 220mm x 
80mm x 85mm) at the base may be remnant wood-lining as the whole pit was stained black on the 
interior.  This black staining may have also been the result of cess material within an unlined pit.  
Within the cesspit were two levels of fill.  Context 8037 was the lower fill and comprised black and 
dark grey clayey silt with numerous artefacts and ceramics including whole bottles, dressed timbers 
and metal.  At the base the fill became more cess-like, loose and damp with fewer artefacts and 
cess-like smell.  Context 8044 was the upper fill of cesspit 8036 and comprised a dark grey coarse 
gravel with shell inclusions and some clay concentrations.  The fill may be possible boiler ash or 
industrial backfill.  It is likely that the cesspit was in use and associated with cottage 8098 and 
backfilled during a later period of industrial activity when the sewer had been connected.   
 
 

Figure 10.13: Unlined cesspit cut into reclamation clays with some evidence for wood lining. Photo taken 
facing north with 1m scale (IMG_0888). 
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Occupation-related fills/rubbish dumping  
Some occupation fills found to be overlying yard surfaces were revealed in test pits TT 2 and TT 3.  
Context 7959 in TT 2 was a fill of dark brown silty soil with coarse grains of coal and iron slag, this fill 
was only present in the eastern end of the test trench and may represent a levelling fill within a 
depression and was found to overlie surface 7990.  Overlying 7959 within TT 2 was 7952 a fill 
consisting of black silty soil stained with coal and oil contaminates, the soil was coarse grained with 
iron inclusions.  This fill extended the full length of TT 2.  At the base of the deposit were several flat 
pieces of soft wood, a sample of which (Sample #14) was retained.   
 
Immediately to the north of the northward curve of sandstone drain 8072 was 8087 originally found 
in TT 3 as a spread or dump of black charcoal rich gritty sand with a high concentration of oyster 
shells present.  This deposit shares may characteristics with an oyster shell-rich fill 8295 located 8-
10m to the northeast adjacent to the northern boundary fence 8247 (see below), and may be part 
of the same event.   
 
10.3.3 Sheds, wooden structures, yard surfaces and dumps adjacent to boundary fence 8247 
Excavation of the area on the northern boundary of the property was carried out initially as a series 
of three test pits TT 14, TT 15, TT 17 that were later expanded to reveal features below such as the 
extent of the wooden fence 8247.  The context numbers for the various layers identified in the test 
pits are summarized in Error! Reference source not found. but the individual layers are referred to 
throughout the text as the test pits encompass a number of phases.  The test pits and subsequent 
excavation revealed evidence for less substantial timber structures on the northern boundary 
adjacent to fence 8247.  Evidence of two shed structures were found.  The remains for one 
consisted of postholes, and the other a slab wall.  Also in the vicinity of the fence were yard surfaces 
and dumps.  These features may relate to outhouses and sheds associated with Biggs’ Foundry or 
the carriage and wagon sheds of the Fresh Food Company.   
 
Postholes for sheds25 
A series of postholes are likely to represent a timber shed backing on to and parallel with the 
boundary fence 8247.  The postholes identified are largely dissimilar and did not clearly form any 
distinct structure.  With regards to dimensions it should be noted that the posthole packing was 
only excavated to a depth of 100mm whereas the pipes were excavated completely.  The fill of all of 
the postholes was dark grey/brown coarse silty/sand with slag and gravel inclusions.  Posthole 8302 
also contained occasional charcoal flecks, sandstone fragments and three pieces of milled timber 
100mm x 80mm.  The timber pieces lay adjacent to fence 8247 but as they were not attached to the 
fence they did not seem to be associated with it, unless as some form of repair (Figure 9.17).  
Posthole 8299 may also represent a repair of some sort as it cuts and therefore post dates posthole 
8302.  The overall dimensions of the putative shed are not known, however the historic maps of 
1880 and 1888 show a shed aligned parallel with fence 8247, an elongated wedge shape in plan 
extending to the west down to the wharf (Figure 10.1 and Figure 10.20).  It is possible that the 
postholes described below represent a small segment of the rear wall of this shed.  It is also 
possible that these sheds represent the precursor to the later sheds as more substantial postholes 
were found postdating these postholes and slab wall. 
 

                                                           
25 The postholes and slot trench are associated with a structure depicted on the 1865 plan.  The larger postholes are from 
the long building depicted on the 1880 plan.  A. Cryerhall 2013.   
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Wall 8205 

8247 

8302 

 

Figure 10.14: Posthole 8302 with timber adjacent to fence 8247. Photo taken facing north with 1m scale 
(IMG_1312). 

 
 
The following Table 10.2 summarizes the context numbers for the postholes related to sheds. 
 
Table 10.2: Summary of postholes.  

Posthole 
context # 

Cut 
Dimensions 

Shape Packing fill Pipe Pipe 
shape 

Pipe 
Dimensions 

Post-
pipe fill 

8302/ 

8303 

500mm 

x 350mm 

Rectangular Dark grey coarse 
silty sand with 
charcoal and 
three timber 

pieces 

nil    

8299/ 
8300 

380mm 

x 320mm 

Rectangular Dark  grey 
coarse silty sand 

nil    

8304/ 
8305 

200mm 

x 350mm 

Sub oval with 

curved sides 

Grey brown silty 
sand 

8306 Square 
with 

vertical 
sides 

100mm x 
100mm 

Square 
timber 

post 
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Figure 10.15: Detail of slab wall 8326 showing crescent shaped impressions of upright timbers. Photo taken 
facing east with 1m scale (IMG_1336). 

 
 
Slab wall 
Evidence of another shed structure consisted of the remains of a slab wall (a wall made from 
vertical lengths of split timber driven into the ground).  It is likely that the slab wall represents 
either the west wall of a shed.  The overall dimensions of the structure are not known.  
 
The impressions or ghost of a slab wall running north-south, perpendicular to fence 8247, represent 
the west wall of a timber shed and were collectively given the context number 8326 (Figure 10.15, 
Figure 10.16).  Evidence for the slab wall consisted of crescent shaped impressions of seven vertical 
slabs 120mm to 150mm in length and 80mm to 120mm in depth embedded in a clay levelling fill 
8267 (see above Phase 6).  The crescent shape of the impressions was consistent with the outer 
edge of split timber logs.  At the southern end of the wall a rectangular posthole with a square post-
pipe was identified as part of the structure either the southwest corner or an intermediate upright 
which was not given a separate number.  At the northern end of wall 8326 a posthole 8307 is likely 
to represent the northwest corner of the structure.  Posthole 8307 comprised a rectangular cut 
400mm x 370mm containing post-pipe 8364 a rectangular pipe with vertical sides 180mm x130mm 
with a depth of 220mm.  Posthole packing 8308 was a mix of orange clay mottled with brown and 
grey silty sand and included artefacts of bone, ceramics, glass and shell.  8317 represents the post-
pipe fill within 8364 and comprised dark grey silty clay with large quantities of glass artefacts with 
no remains of a timber post evident.  It is possible that postholes 8299 and 8204 running east-west 
(see above) to the south and parallel with fence 8247, may represent supports for more timber 
sheds to the west of the slab wall 8326 or may be part a western extension of the rear wall of that 
structure. 
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Figure 10.16: Slab wall (arrowed) and associated postholes and wooden stakes with fence 8247 at the rear.  
Photo taken facing north with 1m scale (IMG_1333). 

 
 
Yard surface  
No brick paving or metalled surfacing was found in the area adjacent to fence 8247, but yard 
surfaces were identified as an extensive compacted sandy deposit overlying the last of the clay 
levelling fills revealed in TT 17 and up to 3m to the south of the fence.  This deposit was given the 
context numbers 8262 within TT 17 and 8293 in the broader area.  The deposit was described as 
compact light brown/tan sand with a low level of charcoal fragments throughout and a low level of 
artefacts present that included; glass, ceramic, bone, corroded metal and woodchips.  The deposit 
with a depth of 100mm to 120mm had accumulated around slab wall 8326 and is likely to be 
roughly contemporary with that structure (Figure 10.16).  The surface was interrupted by a dump 
8329 close to fence 8247 at the eastern end.   
 
Dumps and fills 
Contexts 8329 and 8330 represent the cut and fill of a large dump against the south side of fence 
8247.  The dump may represent an accumulation between the fence and the rear wall of slab 
structure 8326.  The cut 8329 was not clearly defined and may have extended further to the south 
by at least 1m.  The fill 8330 of this potential pit comprised a dense concentration of large corroded 
iron rings (Figure 10.17) packed against the wooden fence palings and surrounding a fence stay.  
Identification of the function of the rings has not yet been determined but they may represent 
items such as discarded barrels or carriage wheel rims.  The dump also contained quantities of shell, 
bone and a high percentage of bottle glass and ceramics.   
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Figure 10.17: Contexts 8229 and 8330.  Iron rings dumped to the south of fence 8247.  Photo facing north 
with 1m scale (IMG_1345). 

 
 
Above the yard surfaces was 8295 an oyster shell rich layer to the south of fence 8247 depressed by 
a 1980s pile.  The deposit 8295 was a dark grey brown soil with numerous slag, charcoal flecks and 
oyster shells.  This deposit was found to sit above and be mixed with a red-brown/tan soil 8293 
sloping to the south towards a modern pile.  The deposit also contained some spongy dark brown 
humic areas which may represent decomposed wood.  The deposit was also identified in TT 15 as fill 
8240 and in TT 17 as oyster spread 8256/8257.  These deposits represent an extensive yard surface 
or occupation-related fill covering an area of at least 3m by 4m and may have even extended 
further to the south meeting a similar oyster shell rich deposit 8087.  It is unclear whether the 
oyster shell dumps were related to consumption or general rubbish fills.  
 
10.3.4 Occupation, paving, yard surfaces, and demolition fills associated with building 8224 
Building 8224 on the northern boundary of the property was bounded to the west by a brick paving 
feature of similar form to those in the vicinity of cesspit 8036 to the south.  Building 8224 was 
probably constructed in the 1840s as it was shown on a map of 1852 as discussed in Phase 6.2.  The 
following relates to the later occupation and additions to the structure during its life-span.  The 
brick paving is likely to relate to the early occupation phase of the building as are a clay fill layer 
within the structure and the fill of a degraded barrel whereas, yard surfaces surrounding the 
structure may relate to later occupation and its incorporation into Biggs’ Foundry.  The excavation 
of the fills and structure of building 8224 was limited due to the presence of hydrocarbon 
contamination 
 
Immediately west of building 8224 was a brick paving feature with a timber barrel incorporated in 
the structure, both paving and barrel were assigned the context number 8365 (Figure 10.18).  The 
paving comprised a single course of flat sandstock bricks of at least ten rows laid header to header 
in a north-south orientation with some contrary positioning in the east.  The paving dimensions 
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varied from 480mm x 750mm, north-south and 1220 mm east-west.  The paving surface had been 
cut to form a semicircle along the southern edge with a straight timber edging on the eastern and 
western sides of the curved cut.  A series of timber barrel staves were revealed within the cut 
forming a cylinder with concave interior, the northern hemisphere of which was bounded by the 
brick paving.  The remnant barrel diameter at base was 950mm with staves measuring 60mm x 
80mm x 90mm.  The paving and barrel were south of and adjacent to the eastern extension of fence 
8247.  The barrel and paving represent external features with the paving running beside the 
western wall of building 8224 and the barrel positioned to catch water runoff from the roof and 
gutters of this building.  The barrel was excavated to a depth of 200mm and was found to contain a 
fill 8400 of clayey sand with occasional sandstock brick fragments.   
 
To the south of paving 8365 extending 2m x 1.5m was 8222 a sandy fill layer located adjacent to 
structure 8224.  The context was characterized by pale brown to yellow coarse grained sands 
incorporating large weathered fragments of sandstock brick and sandstone fragments.  The deposit 
also featured pockets of a darker coarse grain blue/grey material, with a noxious smelling chemical 
(hydrocarbon) component.  The presence of high concentrations of sandstock bricks suggests that 
the deposit may include a section of remnant degraded brick surfacing associated with brick paving 
8365 mixed with occupation accumulation.  The deposit was truncated to the south by a large 
1980s machine cut. 
 
Within building 8224 was context 8219, a fill layer of pale brown sandy clay containing sandstock 
brick fragments and sandstone rubble with pockets of sand-shell mortar.  The deposit extended 2m 
x 2m across the room, truncated to the west.  This deposit probably represents a late occupation or 
possibly a post-occupation fill bounded by the sandstone footings 8224.  To the east and northeast 
of building 8224 was context 8235 a dark brown/grey sandy silt accumulation surrounding both 
sides of fence 8234.  Deposit 8235 extended from 1.5m to 3.5m x 4m.  This deposit may represent a 
yard surface or accumulation similar to deposits to the west of building 8224.  Much of what 
remains of 8234 appears within this deposit but the timber is anchored in a denser clay deposit 
below.  Abutting 8235 and 8224 was context 8221 a remnant yard surface of black industrial gravels 
and soot-like material extending approximately 2m x 2m (see photo IMG_1127).  This deposit 
surrounded sandstone rubble to the east of 8224 staining it black which suggests that this rubble 
was external to the structure and did not represent part of the wall footing but was rather a 
levelling for the yard surface.  As the black discolouration did not extend to within structure 8224 it 
is likely that the structure was still standing when the cindery yard surface was formed.  By 1880 
structure 8224 was part of Biggs’ Iron Foundry and it is likely that the industrial nature of the 
deposit directly relates to the foundry activity. 
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Figure 10.18: Feature 8365 Brick feature with circular barrel base.  Photo taken facing north with 300mm 
scale (IMG_ 1459). 

 
 
To the east of 8224 overlying paving 8365 was a later exterior yard surface 8345 (Figure 10.19).  
Context 8345 was a clay fill incorporating a mixed sandy interface west of 8224 and was interpreted 
as a yard surface.  8345 comprised red and white clays littered heavily with ironstone and mixed 
into a sandy artefact rich deposit at the base.  The yard surface was extensive and covered an area 
bounded to the west by 8224, to the north by fence 8247 and to the east by a machine-made brick 
wall 7973, with the south truncated by a 1980s machine cut.  A 1m x 1m exploratory trench was 
excavated in the area immediately to the west of 8224 which was then extended west in a 300mm 
corridor adjacent to fence 8247 to wall 7973.  Beneath the clay crust the deposit was found to be 
densely packed with artefacts suggesting that the whole area had been filled with a spread of 
rubbish and then capped with a clay surface in a similar fashion to clay capping 8243, 8264 and 
8267 found further to the west adjacent to fence 8247.   
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Figure 10.19: Building 8224 with clay surface 8345 in the background to the east.  Photo taken facing west 
with 1m scale (IMG_1356). 

 
 

10.4 Phase 7.2 1860s to 1880s construction  
The phase of 1860s to 1880s construction is represented by sandstone footings and door sockets to 
a possible extension or new building to the west of cottage 8098, a levelling surface to the south of 
this structure and a clay levelling fill or yard surface adjacent to the northern boundary fence 8247.  
As shown on the Map of 1865 the first of these events was the southern extension of the cottage 
(Figure 10.22).  It is likely that this is part of the expansion of Murphy’s Lime and Coal concerns 
rather than an actual extension of the cottage and may represent a new building abutting the rear 
southern wall of the cottage.  The second event is the westward extension or remodelling of 
cottage 8098 (Figure 10.24 and Figure 10.20).  This took the form of a long and narrow rectangular 
shed that may have extended up to 50m to the west down to the wharfage.  This structure was 
identified as the stables of the Fresh Food & Ice Company on the 1880 plan and was likely to have 
been of timber and corrugated iron construction.  A version of this building may have still been in 
place by the 1980s as a photo of the time suggests (Figure 11.5).  The third event was the 
introduction of a grey clay levelling fill which was laid underneath a sandstone structure 8205 to the 
north of the property boundary in Area 7.  This building was not shown on the plan of 1865 but was 
identified on the Percy Dove plan of 1880 and the plan of 1888 (Figure 10.20).  
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7962 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 10.20: Plan showing the extent of buildings within Area 7 by the 1800s (circled in green).  The red 

arrow points to sandstone building 8205 in Area 7. 1886 ‘Section 10, Metropolitan Detail Survey, 
City of Sydney’, Z/M Ser 4 811.17/1, SLNSW. 

 
 
 
 

Figure 10.21: Clay and sandstone rubble 7962 levelling for new structure to the south of cottage 8098. 
Photo taken facing east with 1m scale (IMG_0951).  
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10.4.1 Cottage extension south  
The extension to the south of cottage 8098 was represented by context 7962 a compacted levelling 
fill forming a surface or ground preparation adjacent to the cottage.  The context 7962 formed an 
extensive rubble layer with a depth of 150mm- 350mm which included sandstone pieces of various 
sizes and density, mixed with a yellowish grey sand embedded in a mottled pink clay.  The context 
had a very clear boundary with the deposits above and below and was devoid of artefacts.  The 
context was not fully excavated as it lay beyond the limit of excavation but appeared clearly in the 
east facing section of Trench A (Figure 10.21).  Context 7962 was deliberately deposited beside the 
rear wall of the cottage adjacent to sandstone wall footing 7958 and may represent a form of 
ground preparation for Murphy’s building which appears on the 1865 plan.  As shown on the plan, 
the extended building straddled the boundary between the divided property suggesting that the 
original cottage 8098 may have been removed, remodelled or replaced at this stage or that the new 
building was somehow incorporated with the old (Figure 10.22).  A comparison of the 1865 plan in 
conjunction with the 1855 plan also suggests that the building may have been extended to the east; 
however, modern piling and excavation destroyed any evidence of this prior to the current 
archaeological investigation (Figure 10.23).  By the 1880 plan the southern extension or new 
building was no longer extant (Figure 10.24). 
 
 

 
 
Figure 10.22: Detail of 
1865 map showing the 
southern extension of 
cottage 8098 
(arrowed).  1865 
Trigonometric Survey 
of Sydney Section E2 
Sheet 1, Historical Atlas 
of Sydney, City of 
Sydney Archives. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 10.23: 1855 
detail of cottage 8098 
shown as a single 
rectangular structure 
with a verandah to the 
north.  The proportions 
of the building suggest 
that the extension was 
to the east as well as to 
the south.  1855 
Trigonometric Survey, 
Historical Atlas of 
Sydney, City of Sydney 
Archives. 
 

  



92 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                                                                                                                     Area 7 Trench Report 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

Sheds to the west 
of cottage 8098 

Figure 10.24: Detail of 1880 plan showing the southern extension of cottage 8098 into th southern property 
has been removed (circled) and an new long narrow structure extending to the west (arrowed).  H. 
Percy Dove plan, 1880.  

 
 
10.4.2 Cottage extension and remodelling west  
The excavation of structures to the west of cottage 8098 revealed context 8093 an extensive 
compacted uneven surface of pink, yellow and white rubble sandstone (see Figure 10.25).  The 
context extended to the west beyond the limit of excavation with the southern extent difficult to 
define, the excavated extent was 7.7m by 5.75m.  The depth of the deposit fluctuated across the 
surface with the quality of the sandstone pieces deteriorating to the south where the sandstone 
was degraded and soft.  The context contained some machine-made brick fragments and wooden 
elements including three wooden planks with wire nails, likely to be part of the superstructure or a 
later industrial fill.  This surface is likely to represent flooring related to the extensive stabling and 
carthorse shed shown on the plan of 1880 see above.  Evidence for the shed superstructure may be 
represented by three sandstone blocks found to the northwest and west of the western wall of 
cottage 8098.  The blocks were collectively assigned the number 8096.  Context 8096 comprised 
three rectangular sandstone blocks, the dimensions of the two blocks to the northwest were a) the 
eastern block 610mm by 290mm and b) the west block 420mm by 230mm with the third block to 
the south 650mm by 350mm (Figure 10.26).  The northern blocks were 2.4m apart, each block had 
a cut rectangular depression in the centre measuring 150mm by 50mm and 140mm by 40mm 
respectively and both with a depth of 40mm.  The west block is less regular than the east block, 
which may be a product of weathering.  The blocks to the north were interpreted as door jambs or 
posts for wooden gates and as such are likely to be related to the post 1865 stables extensions 
visible on the plan of 1880 abutting the west wall of the cottage if it was still standing at this stage.  
The southern block is likely to represent a corner post for the same building.  A series of six cement 
pads aligned with the rear wall of building 8098 discussed below are also likely to be part of this 
stabling complex.  
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Figure 10.25: 8096 and 8093 surface of extension of building 8098. Photo taken facing east with 1m scale 
(IMG_2708). 

 
 

 
 
 
Figure 10.26: 
Sandstone door jamb 
8096.  Photo taken 
facing south with 1m 
scale (IMG_2790). 
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10.4.3 Area 6/7 Boundary - Grey clay levelling fill  
Evidence of construction during this phase is also represented by a levelling layer or ground 
preparation of grey silty clay on the northern boundary of the property.  This grey clay layer was 
found to be directly underlying and forming a bedding for a sandstone structure 8205 to the north 
of and adjacent to the fence line within Area 6.  According to evidence from historic plans (see 
above) structure 8205 was constructed sometime between 1865 and 1880.  The levelling fill was a 
homogeneous dark grey silty clay layer, assigned context numbers 8233 and 8263 in Area 7 and 
8278, 8232 and 8244 in Area 6.  The levelling fill extended across the site to the north straddling the 
boundary between Area 6 and 7 and surrounding fence 8247.  The fill was 100mm to 120mm in 
thickness and formed a consistent artefact free level surface.  The grey clay was uniform in colour 
but had different matrix properties on the north side of the fence to the south, with the clay to the 
south slightly sandier than elsewhere.  The clay on the south of the fence seemed to be an external 
feature with several heavy wide timbers embedded horizontally in the clay, perhaps forming yard 
surfacing.  Within TT 14 context 8242, one timber was revealed lying parallel with fence 8247 the 
timber dimensions were 1.58m x 360mm x 36mm (Figure 10.27; Plan 10.28, Vol 4 Section 10).  The 
timbers shared characteristics with similar timbers found in TT 13 and TT 16 also embedded within 
grey clay in Area 6.  
 
 

Figure 10.27: TT 14 facing east showing timber plank and fill 8242. Photo taken facing east with 1m scale 
(IMG_1148). 

 
 

10.5 Phase 7.3: Post-1880s levelling fills and early industrial waste  
From the 1880s up until the resumption of the property in 1900 and beyond, the bulk of the study 
area continued to be utilized by the Fresh Food & Ice Company as yards, cart horse sheds, wagon 
sheds and stables.  By 1888, Biggs’ Iron Foundry in the eastern section of the property had become 
the Cobalt Smelting Works thus continuing its use as a metalworking facility and eventually 
becoming the garage works for the Fresh Food & Ice Company.  Evidence for post-1880s activity 
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included levelling fills, industrial fills, yard surfaces, service trenches, construction and demolition.  
This phase can be divided into three areas of activity, those at the southern and southeastern part 
of the excavated area within and associated with (demolished) building 8098, those in the mid 
section of the area to the north of this building and those on the property boundary to the north 
close to fence 8247.  
 
Evidence for post 1880s levelling fills was confirmed archaeologically as: 

 10.5.1: Fills in area to the south associated with building 8098 

 10.5.2: Structures and trenches in the mid section of the block  

 10.5.3: Area 6 and 7 boundary structures and fills 
 
10.5.1 Area to the south associated with building 8098 
Excavation of the area at the southern limit of excavation was undertaken initially by machine with 
1980s concrete and twentieth-century fill removed until underlying structures were revealed within 
layers of industrial fills.  These fills were then excavated by hand. 
 
Industrial fills overlying and within building 8098   
The fills are characterized by the presence of cinders, clinkers and demolition-type fragments of 
sandstone and brick.  The various layers of fills were extensive.  The following Error! Reference 
source not found. is a summary of the industrial fills in this area.  
 
Table 10.3: Summary of fills in the vicinity of 8098. 

Context Type Depth Description 

7918 Fill 300mm Buff sandy fill with crushed sandstone and sandstock bricks  

7927 Fill  Black, gritty, cindery industrial waste of variable compaction 

7932 Fill 200mm Dark brown coarse grained sandy deposit with iron oxide Industrial waste 
deposit at base of service trench 7916.  

7933 Fill  Grey brown coarse grained sandy industrial waste with sandstock brick and 
industrial ash 

7934 Cut 170mm Ash pit. Edges disturbed. North edge steep.  

7935 Fill 170mm Pale grey ashy fill of ash pit 7934  

7943 Fill  Black gritty, slag, coal and industrial waste. Equivalent to 7927 

7944 Fill  Dark grey black industrial mix of charcoal, coarse grained sands, clinker and 
slag  

7949   Burnt ashy, cindery material mainly white with black flecks. Concreted ash 
and cinder deposit with occasional ceramics. 

7960 Fill 150mm Very dry, grey black sandy-loam with root activity which may represent a 
garden soil 

7961 Fill 50 – 
100mm 

Black sandy silt, medium to fine grain, some fine root activity  

8104 Fill  Grey sand to the north west of building 8098 

8094 Fill 10 – 
50mm 

Industrial waste – compact black industrial material finer sands than 8097 – 
pressed into cracks of sandstone surface 8093 

8097 Fill 500mm Layers of industrial gravels varying in colour from black to grey to brown, 
cindery, oxidized – flat lying window glass at base  
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Brick features overlying 8098  
Brick features excavated within this area included a brick surface and a linear wall base.  Context 
7913 was a rectangular brick surface 1m x 1.27m three courses high built of orange-red machine-
made bricks with dimensions of 110mm x 230mm.  There were no frogs visible in the upper surface 
of the structure, which created a relatively even smooth surface.  This and the substantial nature of 
the structure suggest that it may be identified as a pier or base for heavy objects such as machinery.  
800mm to the south of feature 7913 was 7915 a linear machine-made brick feature identified as a 
double brick wall base running east–west along the southern property boundary.  7915 was 
preserved as one course of bricks with a length of 5.1m and width of 350mm.  The wall was 
comprised of one row of bricks laid on bed side by side with a second row of bricks laid on bed 
header to header.  Given the similarity of brick type it is likely that the brick pad and wall were 
contemporary and were part of the Fresh Food & Ice Company shed of 1880s construction.  
However, as the bricks may date to the early twentieth century suggesting a later construction 
period they may have formed later repairs and modifications of that structure.  Wall 7915 was 
located on the same alignment as the earlier sandstone wall footing 7939 the southern wall of 
cottage 8098, which suggests that the cottage had been demolished by the time that the brick wall 
was constructed.  
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 10.28: Brick 
feature 7913.  Photo 
taken facing south with 
300mm scale 
(IMG_0676). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Postholes and post pads overlying 8098  
A row of six cement (and sandstone) post pads some with timber posts in place were located 
overlying building 8098 (Figure 10.29).  The pads were 1.5m to 1.6m apart forming a line parallel 
with wall 7915 and represent the remnant bedding for internal timber uprights used as supports for 
roof beams.  The pads were formed by cement being deposited or poured into rectangular cavities 
or posthole cuts forming a sturdy level bedding for a timber upright.  The material used was an early 
form of buff coloured cement with an aggregate of sandstone and sandstock brick fragments.  The 
line of post pads extended for 10m within the area bounded by the interior of building 8098 but did 
not appear to extend further to the east.  The remnant upright timbers were relatively uniform.  
The pads are likely to represent the footings for the long shed of the Fresh Food & Ice Company.   
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Figure 10.29: Evidence for post pads 
and postholes overlying building 
8098. Photo taken facing west with 
300mm scale (IMG_0696). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following Error! Reference source not found. is a summary of the cement pads and related 
postholes.  
 
Table 10.4: summary of cement pads and postholes. 

Context Type Description Dimensions Depth/ 
height 

7921 Cut Rectangular cut for foundation post pad  270mm x 320mm  

7922 Fill Early cement fill of cut 7921 forming a rectangular 
post pad with dark rectangular (wood) stain at 
northeastern corner probable location of original post  

Timber stain 
110mm x 110mm 

unknown 

7923 Cut Rectangular steep sided cut for foundation post pad 300mm x 430mm  

7924 Fill Upper fill of 7923 dark brown sandy deposit with some 
clay inclusions  

 100mm 
deep 

7925 Fill Early cement fill of cut 7023 forming a rectangular 
post pad for post 7926  

300mm x 350mm unknown 

7926 Post Timber post in 7923 110mm x 110mm 260mm 

7929 Cut Indeterminate size and shape of posthole as it is 
disturbed by service trench 7916  

 unknown 

7930 Fill Fill of cut 7929 dark brown /grey sandy deposit with 
rectangular piece of timber packing included 

  

7931 Post Timber post 50mm x 60mm  300mm 

8095 Pads 2 x early cement pads for timber supports. 1 x 
sandstone pad with cement capping  

290mm x 370mm 
300mm x 420mm 

unknown 
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10.5.2 Structures, metal slag surfaces and trenches in the mid section of the block  
Between sandstone yard surface 7988 and the next layer of surfaces was context 7950 a black 
industrial (type) fill north of wall 7938.  The context was heavy with soot, slag, iron and gravels and 
extended across the area approximately 4m by 4m.  Above 7950 were surfaces 7942 and 7948, 
likely to represent a second phase of yard surfacing of a later date than the crushed sandstone 
surface.  Context 7942 was a very compact iron and metal slag surface crumbly in places with an 
uneven solid crust.  Surface 7942 was identified as a yard surface made up of iron and metal slag 
waste probably from the foundry located to the east.  Context 7948 was also a surface of metal slag 
which co-existed with 7942 but was a later repair or addition made of similar material but not as 
extensive or solid.  Surface 7948 sealed a linear feature identified as trench 7936, which in turn cut 
surface 7942.   
 
Context 7936 represented the cut of an uneven linear feature exposed in the mid section of Area 7 
meandering east-west for at least 11.7 m with a width varying from 250mm to 400mm (Figure 
10.30).  The cut of the feature formed a shallow U–shape with a depth of between 80mm and 
290mm.  The feature was identified in two sections, one at the eastern limit of excavation and one 
to the west.  The western section of the feature ran parallel with the underlying sandstone drain 
8072 which may suggest that it formed some type of repair or access cut for that drain; however, 
the feature did not follow the course of the drain in its northern trajectory to the east.  In the west 
section the feature was filled with 7928 comprised of high concentrations of green, brown and 
black bottle glass, stoneware bottles, sandstone rubble and timber pieces all loosely packed within 
an ashy black soil matrix.  To the east feature 7936 was found to be overlying and cut into the 
metalled yard surface 7942 and filled with context 7954 comprised of dark grey industrial wastes 
and sands with slag inclusions.  This deposit was then sealed by industrial yard surface 7948.  
 

Figure 10.30: Linear feature 7936 cutting through metal slag surface 7942. Photo taken facing east with 1m 
scale (IMG_0755).    
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Structures – timber, sandstone and brick features  
A series of timber planking features 7967, 7968, 7969, 7982, 7983, 7984 and 7992 may represent 
flooring or surfacing.  Laying north-south and cut by service trench 7945 to the south, the timbers 
continued into the baulk to the north.  The timber features were all positioned above yard surfaces 
7942 and 7948.  Sandstone and timber feature 7982 may represent the remains of a sandstone wall 
parallel with fence 8247 (Figure 10.31).  The feature was found 5m to the south of fence 8247 and 
may represent the southern wall of the shed or stables shown on historic maps of the 1880s (Figure 
10.1).  If this is the case then the timber and sandstone features in this area may be directly related 
to the postholes and slab walling on the northern boundary as discussed in Phase 7.1 (Section 
10.3.3) or more likely to post-date these small structures and rather relate to the large postholes 
8322 and 8324 south of fence 8247 as discussed below.  This suggests that the sheds as shown on 
historic plans replaced less substantial structures as discussed above.  
 
The following Error! Reference source not found. is a summary of these features.  
 
Table 10.5: Summary of wooden features. 

Context Type Description Dimensions 

7967 Timber 
plank 

Rotted Wooden plank: Dark blackish brown, loose silt – very 
organic including frequent fragments of decayed wood 
laying north-south  

2.7m x 270mm x 
60mm 

7968 Remnant 
plank 

Linear slot with slight remains of wooden plank  and mid 
blackish brown firm sandy silt 

2.7m x 270mm 

7969 Timber 
plank 

Wooden plank rounded at south end decomposed  2.7m x 180mm 

7982 Wall Remains of sandstone wall including two large sandstone 
blocks running east-west across site  

2.3 x 380mm x 
220mm 

7983 Wall Machine-made brick wall. Corner running east-west parallel 
with 7982 for 2.5m then north for 1.5m – 2 rows laid 
header to header cement mortar. 1 course extant 

Brick size? 
 

7984 Fill Burnt ashy, cindery material mainly white with black flecks. 
Concreted ash and cinder deposit with occasional ceramics. 
Deposited against wall 7983  

1.5m x 1.3m 

7992 Plank Wooden plank or log with machined ends with a branch 
stump extant found between sandstone blocks 7982 

2.31m x 250mm x 
100m 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 10.31: 
Sandstone and 
timber feature 
7982. Photo taken 
facing north with 
1m scale 
(IMG_0833). 
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10.5.3 Area 6 and 7 boundary  
Excavation of the northern boundary between area 6 and 7 revealed a number of postholes and 
levelling fills dating to the post 1880s period. These features were either cut into or overlying earlier 
yard surfaces as discussed above.  
 
Structures 
Evidence for structures, revealed after the removal of late industrial fills, included two sets of 
postholes likely to be part of timber sheds and stables shown on the Percy Dove plan of 1880.  
Postholes 8284 and 8296 were located on an east-west alignment parallel with the boundary fence 
line and may have formed part of the rear wall of a shed or outhouse (Figure 10.32).  These 
postholes were relatively small and suggested an insubstantial structure.  A second set of two large 
postholes 8322 and 8324 on a north-south alignment perpendicular to fence 8247 is also likely to be 
part of a shed but probably a fairly large one, perhaps suggesting a remodelling of the structure.  
Although in close proximity to one another the two sets of postholes varied considerably in size and 
shape and are unlikely to have been part of the same structure.  Given their size it is likely that the 
larger postholes related to a more substantial and perhaps later building than those next to the 
fence. Analysis of the retrieved artefacts may confirm this hypothesis. 
 
 
 

Figure 10.32: Postholes and yard surface adjacent to the northern boundary.  Photo taken facing west with 
1m scale (IMG_1323). 
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The following Error! Reference source not found. is a summary of the postholes and fills.  
 
Table 10.6: Summary of postholes south of 8247. 

Context Type Description Shape Dimensions 

8284 Cut Cut of posthole with near vertical sides 750mm 
to south of fence 8247 

Oval – sub 
rectangular 

480mm x 
310mm 

8285 Fill Dark grey brown sand, loosely packed with sand 
mortar and decayed yellow sandstone with 
some mottled orange clay and slag chunks  

 Depth 170mm to 
210mm 

8286 Post Roughly square post  - wooden post  Square 110mm x 110mm 

8296 Cut Posthole cut – 750mm south of fence 8247  
In line with 8284 

Oval – sub 
angular 

440mm x 250mm 

8297 Fill Posthole fill of 8296 – mix of brown/red and 
grey sand, some mottled clay inclusions loosely 
compacted coming down to mottled orange clay 

 Depth excavated 
100mm 

8312 Post-
pipe 

Post-pipe of posthole 8322 
with vertical sides with sharp break of slope  

Circular Diameter 270mm 
Depth 400mm 

8313 Post-
pipe fill 

Fill of post-pipe 8312 – coarse sandy clay with 
sandstone rubble, ceramics, glass and timber 
pieces max 100mm in length  

  

8314 Post-
pipe 

Post-pipe of posthole 8324 - vertical sides with 
sharp break of slope 

Circular Diameter 
240mm 

Depth 350mm 

8315 Post-
pipe fill 

Fill of post-pipe 8314 – coarse sandy clay, brick 
and sandstone rubble at bottom with occasional 
large (<80mm) lumps of slag  

  

8319 Posthole Uncertain posthole cut and fill – west of 8312 – 
moderately compact fill of dark sandy clay. No 
post-pipe was detected.  

Irregular 500mm x 250mm 

8322 Cut Posthole cut with sharp break of slope Circular Diameter 490mm 
Excavated depth 

50mm 

8323 Fill Posthole packing of 8322. Pink and orange clay 
with occasional sand inclusions  

  

8324 Cut Posthole cut – sharp break of slope  Circular Diameter 650mm 
Excavated depth 

50mm 

8325 Fill Posthole packing of 8322. Pink and orange clay 
with occasional sand inclusions 

  

 
Area 6 and 7 Boundary fills 
Fills post-dating the 1880s include levelling dumps and fills over yard surfaces.  Many of these fills 
were localized and were characterized by a mixture of clays and iron oxide stained industrial waste.  
Within TT 14 was context 8242 a red-brown cindery grainy sandy soil with iron oxide staining 90mm 
in depth.  The fill also contained some grey clay patches that may have been remnants of grey clay 
deposit 8233 surrounding a large wooden plank (Figure 10.27; Plan 10.28, Vol 4 Section 10).  South 
of fence 8247 other levelling fills were identified within a linear cut or pit 8309 which had been 
truncated and disturbed by 1980s activity (Figure 10.32).  Dimensions of 8309 were 2.7m by 550mm 
with a depth of 240mm.  The fills within 8309 were comprised of: 8310 a demolition fill of mottled 
orange and light grey compact clay with some rubble inclusions and 8311 an artefact-rich dark 
brown silty sand which may be similar to 8329 an artefact-rich dump beside fence 8247. To the 
north of 8309 and west of 8284 and 8286 was deposit 8321 a thin spread of compact mid brown 
mottled orange clay which was similar to 8310. 
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11.0 Phase 8: 1900s to 1920 Resumption and Railways 
 

11.1 Overview  
In 1900 the Government commenced the Darling Harbour Wharves Resumptions whereby areas of 
the foreshore were resumed in the interest of public health and sanitation.  The Act vested in the 
government the ownership of the whole of the wharfage from Darling Harbour to Circular Quay.  Its 
management was to be undertaken by the Sydney Harbour Trust whose task was to redesign and 
modernize the commercial waterfront.  At Darling Harbour between Bathurst Street and Liverpool 
Street the resumption included all of the properties with a water frontage.  
 
Following the resumptions of 1900 Area 7 (Lots 134 and 135) were leased back by the Crown to the 
Murphy heirs Elizabeth and Mary Ann Murphy who in turn sub-leased the properties to long time 
tenants The Fresh Food & Ice Company and Bernard Byrnes Ltd (see Plan L, Darling Harbour 
Resumptions 1900, Figure 11.1 and Figure 11.2).  It is likely that at this time the Sydney Harbour 
Trust may have substantially improved and rebuilt the wharfage at the end of Liverpool Street.  It is 
also possible that some buildings on the property may also have been modified or rebuilt as part of 
the cleansing process.  In 1918 all of the allotments between Bathurst Street and Liverpool Street 
resumed under the Darling Harbour resumptions of 1900 were removed from the control of the 
Sydney Harbour Trust and vested in the Railway Commissioners for NSW for future extensions to 
the Darling Harbour goods yards.   
 

Figure 11.1: Resumptions of 1900 showing the ownership of Murphy’s daughters, building configuration 
and allotment numbering 134 and 135.  Plan L, Darling Harbour Resumptions, 1900, Historical Atlas 
of Sydney, City of Sydney Archives. 
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By the early 1920s more land at the head of Darling Harbour was reclaimed with fill from the 
excavation of the City Railway, covering all of the wharf improvements made by the Sydney 
Harbour Trust between Liverpool Street and Bathurst Street.  The southern allotment 135 passed 
out of the control of Bernard Byrnes Ltd and by the early 1920s Byrnes’ Wharf was listed in the 1925 
Sands Directory as ‘Government stables’ and then later the Darling Harbour Railway Goods Station 
(see 1973 plan: Fig. 2.41).  The railway resumptions did not seem to affect the trading of the Fresh 
Food & Ice Company who continued to utilize the site until 1984 and during the 1920s -1930s 
expanded with the construction of substantial buildings on the Liverpool Street frontage extending 
to the property boundary to the north. 
 
 

Figure 11.2: Map showing B. Byrnes Ltd., Fresh Food & Ice Company and Sheet Metal Worker occupying the 
site. City of Sydney, compile and copyrighted by D. S. Cameron, for Roberts and Moffat Ltd, 1910. 
ZM4 811.16gph/1940/1, Mitchell Library, SLNSW.  

 
 

11.2 Evidence 
Phase 8 was identified archaeologically as: occupation-related and industrial levelling fills associated 
with the Fresh Food & Ice Company sheds and buildings; a rubbish pit; an early-twentieth century 
construction phase and the installation of sewerage and drainage systems.  The evidence for this 
phase can be divided into different areas of the property; the area close the earlier building 8098 to 
the south, the area in the mid section of allotment 134, the area adjacent to the northern boundary 
of the allotment and the area associated with building 8224 at the eastern limit of excavation.  
Many of the industrial leveling fills related to this period were mechanically excavated with detailed 
exposure carried out through a series of test trenches excavated on the northern boundary TT 14, 
TT 15 and TT 17. Evidence Phase 8 activity is presented in Plan 10.21 in Volume 4, Section 10 of the 
Excavation Report. 
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11.2.1 South - near to building 8098  
Excavation in this area was initially achieved through mechanical machining when several layers of 
industrial fills were removed and assigned context numbers 7902 and 7903.  Contexts 7902 and 
7903 were extensive (> 10 x 5m) black sandy deposits associated with industrial activity dominated 
by soot and ash and containing clinker, slag nodules, bottle glass and nails.  These contexts were 
associated with brick surface 7913, wall 7915 and sealed the sandstone footings of building 8098.  
The contexts were cut in the east by the large cut of Trench A, bound in the south by structure 7914 
and bisected by service trench 7916.   
 
11.2.2 Service trenches mid section of allotment 134  
A group of service trenches exposed in the mid section of the property represent a late nineteenth 
to early twentieth century sewerage and drainage system.  These drains were located to the north 
of the east-west linear feature 7936.  Parallel with 7936 was 7945 a linear service trench cut with 
vertical sides and a waterlogged base.  Trench 7945 was identified running in an east-west direction 
for 22m with a varying width of 340mm to 430mm (Figure 11.3).  An exploratory trench 1.15m in 
length and 200mm in depth was dug into the feature at the eastern limit of excavation.  Revealed 
within the trench was 7946 a buff salt glazed series of interconnecting ceramic drainage/sewerage 
pipes.  Each section of pipe terminated in a collar at the eastern end and was 610mm in length.  The 
sewer pipe 7946 was found to slope from the west down to the east away from the harbour and 
towards Sussex Street and the sewer.  The service trench itself was backfilled with 7947, a grainy 
dark brown ashy fill of industrial waste material with slag inclusions.  Artefacts within the fill 
included sandstock brick, glass, leather, window glass, slate and an iron nail.   
 
 
 

Figure 11.3: Service trench 7945 shown running east-west. Photo taken facing east with 1m scale 
(IMG_0817). 
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Contemporary with 7945 and branching diagonally to the northeast was context 7956 an extension 
of the service trench cut.  Context 7956 was a U-shaped cut with vertical sides revealed to 4.2m in 
length, 435mm width and 310mm in depth.  Within 7956 were brown salt glazed ceramic pipes 
7957 of similar type and dimensions to those in 7945 and fill 7955.  Context 7955 was comprised of 
a dark brown/black redeposited compact building rubble with sandy inclusions and artefacts 
including some slag and broken glass.  Trenches 7956 and 7945 cut through industrial yard surfaces 
7948 and 7942 and down into reclamation fills below.  
 
11.2.3 Northern boundary area and Test Trenches TT 14, TT 15 and TT 17 
To the south of fence 8247 following the machining of fills and overburden a hand excavated 
cleanup was performed.  The fill removed was assigned the context number 8279.  Context 8279 
comprised an extensive cindery industrial fill extending across a large area from the northern 
boundary south to the mid section of the property overlying all of the post 1880s yard surfaces.  
Artefacts within the fill included crushed sandstone, sandstock bricks, ceramics, bottle glass, 
window glass and oyster shells.  Context 8279 is equivalent to upper fills within test trenches; level 
8228 in TT 14, 8236 in TT 15 and 8248 in TT 17.  The following Error! Reference source not found. is 
a summary of the industrial fills within the test trenches associated with phase 8.  
 
Table 11.1: Summary of industrial fills within test trenches adjacent to 8247. 

TT Context Depth Description = 

14 

8211 
80 – 

190mm 

Fill 1. Dark grey/black granular industrial waste includes light yellow 
probably decayed mortar sandstone with some iron metallic 
concentrations. Artefacts include bone, ceramics, nails, slate, glass, and 
metal. 

8212 

8214 
20 – 

110mm 

Fill 2. Light grey silty clay with numerous charcoal and sandstock brick 
inclusions, small to medium sandstone.  Very hard surface with a 
concentration of white clay in north of trench abutting south wall of 
sandstone structure 8205.  Artefacts include bone, sandstock brick, 
metal, shell, window glass, glass and slate. 

 

8228 
60 – 

100mm 

Fill 3. Dark brown grainy sand with some clay content with red-brown 
staining in southwest corner.  Contains machine-made brick and 
sandstock brick fragments, metallic industrial waste and slag, ceramics 
and glass. 

8279 

15 8212 
100 – 

150mm 
Fill 1. Coarse grain red soil with large ferrous inclusions and iron slag 
nodules with some showing crystallization caused by extreme heating 

 

 

8225 
100 – 

120mm 

Fill 2. Very dark brown compact coarse grained sandy silt with sooty 
dark staining.  Machine-made bricks present to the north and sandstock 
bricks present in the rest of the trench with fragments of yellow sandy 
mortar.  

 

8236 80mm 

Fill 3. Dark grey/brown silty sand with charcoal and vitrified black shiny 
flecks and slag (industrial waste).  Crusty red sand at base at northern 
end which may relate to a heating episode. Artefacts include ceramics 
and glass 

8279 

8237 150mm 
Fill 4. Near black /dark dark grey very coarse sands, clinky loose 
industrial waste.  Artefacts include sandstock bricks and ceramics. 

 

17 

8248 
100 – 

200mm 

Fill 1. Black cindery loosely packed sand with high level of slag chunks 
and hard ferric material, industrial waste.  Artefacts include sandstock 
brick fragments, ceramics, bottle glass and bone  

8279 
8211 
8212 

8249 50mm 

Fill 2. Dark greyish brown sand loosely packed with small chunks of slag 
and rusty material up to 100mm in diameter. Contained charred wood 
in oval depression which proved to be a diagonal stay for fence 8247.  
Artefacts included bone, sandstock brick, ceramics, bottle glass and 
corroded metal.  

 

 



106 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                                                                                                                     Area 7 Trench Report 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

The removal of 8279 revealed several horizontal timbers embedded in yard surface 8293 at the 
western end and postholes and wall slots at the eastern end (see Phase 7.1).  Context 8279 may 
represent a continuation of industrial fills 7902 and 7903 from excavation further to the south.  Test 
trenches TT 14, TT 15 and TT 17 were all positioned adjacent and to the south of walls 8204 and 
8205 and fence 8247.  The upper fills of all the test trenches were characterized by industrial waste 
with high concentrations of coarse grained sands and ferrous materials.   
 
11.2.4 Eastern area associated with structure 8224 
The initial exposure of this area was achieved mechanically then subsequently excavated by hand.  
The machined layers were assigned a single number 8218 which was represented by several fill and 
possible demolition layers incorporating industrial waste material, imported clays and sandstone 
rubble.  The fills were found overlying and sealing structure 8224.  Context 8218 fills were extensive 
with a maximum depth of 600mm.  
 
 

Figure 11.4: Wall 7973 facing south with service trench 7957 to the right.  Photo taken facing south with 1m 
scale (IMG_0813). 

 
 
To the west of 8224 was 7974, a hard early concrete footing or pad for wall 7973. The footing was 
from light to dark grey in colour with a length of 2.92m, width 1.23m and an unknown depth.  
Footing 7974 cut through the yard surface 7948 and was in turn cut in the west by a sandy yellow 
fill.  Above footing 7974 was a brick wall 7973 comprised of two courses of machine-made bricks 
laid side by side and bonded with a hard grey to yellow cement mortar.  The brick dimensions were 
240mm x 110mm x 75mm.  Contexts 7973 and 7974 were identified as an early twentieth century 
wall and footing running north-south which may represent the rear of a two storey c.1920-30s 
building associated with the Fresh Food & Ice Company.  It is likely that by the early twentieth 
century the Fresh Food & Ice Company was no longer utilizing this area as an open yard but rather 
as an extensive shed as shown in a photograph of the 1980s (see Figure 11.5). 
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Figure 11.5: Fresh Food & Ice Company buildings extend across the site with the eastern area covered in a 
large structure arrowed in green and other long sheds to the west arrowed in red. View of 
Liverpool Street Railway goods yard c.1980.  Government Printing Office 4-36098, digital order no. 
d4_36098, SLNSW. 

 
 
Adjacent and to the east of wall 7973 was cut 8359, 1520mm in length by 530mm in width with a 
depth of 120mm to 300mm (Figure 11.6).  The cut may have been for a rubbish pit as it had 
moderately sloping sides and an undulating base.  To the north of the cut was a group of machine-
made bricks arranged in an irregular paver like formation overlying the remains of fence 8247 in its 
eastern extension.  The pit contained fill 8360 a dark grey to black industrial, silty artefact rich 
deposit containing several complete bottles, bone, shell, ceramics and glass.  Rubbish pit 8359 
continued under brick wall 7973 and must therefore predate the wall.  
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 11.6: Rubbish 
pit 8359 beside wall 
7973.  Photo taken 
facing west with 1m 
scale (IMG_1416). 
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12.0 Phase 9: 1920s to 1980s Railways and Commercial Development  
 

12.1 Overview 
From the 1920s until the redevelopment of the area in the 1980s activity in Area 7 was dominated 
by the Fresh Food & Ice Company.  The southern allotment was resumed by the Railways in the 
early 1920s and by 1973 had become the Darling Harbour Railway Goods Station an extension of 
the Darling Harbour Railway.  Whereas, the Fresh Food & Ice Company continued to occupy the 
bulk of the area and had constructed extensive new buildings on the Liverpool Street frontage 
extending to the property boundary to the north (Figure 11.5).  Buildings on the eastern part of the 
Fresh Food & Ice Company allotment comprised two elongated sheds.  These sheds were originally 
used as cart and wagon sheds and stables but with the phasing out of horse drawn vehicles and the 
introduction of motorized transport it is likely that they became truck and van garages.  The former 
sheet-metal working facility on the eastern end of the allotment was taken over by the 1930s by the 
Fresh Food & Ice Co. and had become a Garage, Wagon Repairs and Blacksmith Shop (see 1930s 
Fire Underwriters Map: Figure 12.1 and Figure 12.2).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 12.1: Map showing no detail for most of Area 7 but showing the Fresh Food & Ice Company garage. 

Fire Underwriters Association of NSW Detail Survey Maps, Harpers Block No. 175 (c. Mid 1930s). 
SLNSW    
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Figure 12.2: Realty Researcher’s Sydney Cityscope, 1973 Map 26, SLNSW ML Q333/7. 

 
 

12.2 Evidence 
Evidence for activity during Phase 9 comprised a structure above building 8098, service trenches 
and cleaning levels of industrial fills and modern demolition.  Much of the evidence for this phase of 
activity was excavated by machine.   
 
The following contexts represent machine clearance in various areas of the site.  7901, 7985, 8092 
and 8094 were cleaning levels to the southwest of the limit of excavation, 7951 was general 
cleaning of the mid section of the property and 8202 a modern coarse grained ash fill on the 
northern boundary, south of buildings 8205 and 8204.  These cleaning levels were characterized by 
industrial waste and pre 1980s demolition rubble and included such artefacts as plastic, machine-
made bricks and concrete.  At the southwest corner of the limit of excavation a brick and cement 
structure 7914 was exposed cutting through black industrial waste deposits 7902 and 7903.  
Structure 7914 comprised a linear feature located 3.67m to the south of wall 7915 constructed of 
machine-made bricks bonded with hard modern cement incorporating a ceramic drain.  The feature 
was 1.3m in length and 370mm in width aligned east-west.  To the north of 7915 service trench 
7916 cut through the industrial layers of Phase 8 (Figure 12.3).  Trench 7916 was found in the 
southwest area running east-west for 3m then turning to the north for at least 6m with a width of 
700mm.  The cut was vertical sided with a rectangular section 200mm to 300mm in depth.  The fill 
of 7916 was 7917 which consisted of imported blue metal gravel of uniform size and shape, no 
pipes were present within the trench.  The positioning and alignment of the trench and fill seemed 
to respect the wall footing 7915 which suggests that the trench was cut when the wall was still 
standing.   
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In the mid section of the property another service trench 7972 was exposed.  Cut 7972 ran east-
west with two diagonal off-shoots to the northeast cutting through an earlier service trench 7956.  
Trench 7972 comprised a U-shaped cut 8.65m in length with side offshoots 6m apart of 1.75m and 
3.26m and 161mm in depth.  Positioned at the base within the trench were the remains of a series 
of ceramic sewerage pipes 7970.  The previously circular pipes were badly fractured with only the 
base remaining. 7971 represents the fill within trench 7972 which consisted of dark grey/black 
highly compact building demolition debris and silty sand.  
 
 

Figure 12.3: Service trench 7916 during excavation running north-south.  Photo taken facing south with 
300mm scale  (IMG_0669). 
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13.0 Phase 10: 1980s Demolition and Development 
 
13.1 Overview 
On 1 May 1984 Premier Wran announced the decision to redevelop Darling Harbour as the State’s 
major contribution to the bicentennial program.  Intended as ‘a place for the people’, the complex 
would include an exhibition building, convention centre, park, foreshore promenade, Chinese 
gardens, the National Maritime Museum and sites for commercial development, serviced by a 
‘people mover’ system.  In September 1984 the Darling Harbour Authority was established and was 
exempted from some State and local government development control legislation including the 
Heritage Act 1977 in order to expedite the work for completion by 1988. 

 
That much resumed area, the railway goods yards, was resumed again, this time by the Darling 
Harbour Authority and the yards and other buildings on the west side of Day Street, were 
demolished in 1985-1986 to make way for the exhibition and convention centres, open space, 
gardens and other facilities to celebrate the bicentenary of white settlement. 

 
When the Darling Harbour project was completed Barker, Thomas, Duncan and Steam Mill streets 
had disappeared off the map to be replaced by the new Harbour Street and a complex traffic 
intersection.  Following the establishment on 1 February 1999 of the Sydney Harbour Foreshore 
Authority the lands and functions of the Darling Harbour Authority were incorporated into the new 
Authority.  In 2006 the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority called for expressions of interest to 
redevelop Darling Walk as an office and retail precinct and at the end of 2007 Lend Lease was 
named as preferred bidder.  The new development is due to be completed by 2011.26 
 
In 1986 the entire study, including Area 7, underwent total redevelopment.  Most evidence of 
Phase 10 development had been removed by the time of archaeological excavation.  Remains were 
largely restricted to piling, which truncated and disturbed much of the evidence within the area 
creating a forest of concrete piles which destroyed many features and made it difficult to negotiate 
some aspects of excavation (Figure 13.1, Figure 13.2). 
 

                                                           
26 The preceding was taken from Casey & Lowe 2008. 
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Figure 13.1:  1980s piling Area 6 and Area 7. Photo taken facing south –east  (IMG_1419). 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 13.2: Overview of the southern portion of Area 7 showing 1980s piles and demolition. Photo taken 
facing east with 1m scale (IMG_0851). 
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14.0 Summary of Results 
 

14.1 Summary  
Phase 1: Natural landscape  
Excavation revealed marine sands at a depth of RL −0.55m and underlying clays at a depth of RL 
−1.50m.  Area 7 was below the high water prior to reclamation. 
 
 
Phase 2: Aboriginal occupation 
Limited testing for Aboriginal occupation in Area 7 was conducted but abandoned as the exposed 
intertidal zone was deemed unsuitable by Comber Consultants. 
 
 
Phase 3: Early property boundaries and foreshore activities  
Excavation revealed an intertidal zone of silty marl and coarse grey sands with evidence for early 
property boundaries in the form of timber fencing within the sands.  
 
 
Phase 4: 1820s to 1840s Barker’s land and mills 
No evidence specific to this period was encountered in Area 7 though earlier activity associated 
with the property boundaries likely continued.   
 
 
Phase 5: 1830s and 1840s reclamation Barker’s and Brooks’ land 
Evidence of two stages of foreshore reclamation was found across Area 7.  The reclamation fills 
were a mixture of dense clays, sandstone rubble and sandy dumps overlying the intertidal foreshore 
sands.  The bulk of the reclamation fills were revealed within Trench A in the southeast corner of 
the limit of excavation and on the northern boundary between Area 6 and Area 7 where a series of 
test trenches were explored.  Within Trench A the reclamation fills were found to tip dramatically 
from the east to the southwest and from the property boundary in the north to the south.  
Punctuating the two phases of reclamation was the installation of a fence on the northern boundary 
and a brick drain within Trench A.  The second phase of reclamation was clearly identified in fills 
tipped over and around the boundary fence in the north and fills tipping towards and covering the 
brick drain in the south.  
 
 
Phase 6: 1840s to 1860s Residential and Industrial Development 
The 1840s to the 1860s was a period of intense activity and development in Area 7 with the re-
establishment of the northern boundary fence above the final reclamation layers, the construction 
of buildings on the northern boundary, the introduction of a substantial sandstone drain traversing 
the property cut into the top of the reclamation and then the introduction of levelling fills often 
industrial in nature, which were clearly emplaced to prepare the ground for more construction and 
development, and finally the construction of a sandstone cottage to the south of the property.  
 
 
Phase 7: 1860s to 1900 Residential and Industrial/Commercial Development  
From the 1860s Area 7 was used extensively as stables, yards and industrial work areas.  Evidence 
for occupation and use of the site were revealed surrounding the southern cottage and various 
outbuildings likely to be associated with the structure such as brick yard surfaces, a cesspit, wooden 
flooring and sheds, demolition layers and industrial fills.  Test trenches on the northern boundary 
revealed yard surfaces, wooden structures including the remains of a slab wall, artefact-rich dumps.  
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A brick paved surface associated with a building to the northeast of the property also included the 
remains of a wooden barrel.  
 
 
Phase 8: 1900s to 1920 Resumption and Railways 
Phase 8 was identified archaeologically as: occupation-related and industrial levelling fills associated 
with the Fresh Food & Ice Company sheds and buildings; a rubbish pit; a constructional phase of the 
early twentieth century and the installation of sewerage and drainage systems.  Many of the 
industrial leveling fills related to this period were mechanically excavated with detailed exposure 
carried out through a series of test trenches excavated on the northern boundary TT 14, TT 15 and 
TT 17.  
 
 
Phase 9: 1920s to 1980s Railways and Commercial Development  
Evidence for activity during Phase 9 comprised a structure above building 8098, service trenches 
and cleaning levels of industrial fills and modern demolition.  Much of the evidence for this phase of 
activity was excavated by machine.   
 
 
Phase 10 1980s development and demolition 
In 1986 the entire study, including Area7, underwent total redevelopment.  Most evidence of Phase 
10 development had been removed by the time of archaeological excavation.  Remains were largely 
restricted to piling, which truncated and disturbed much of the evidence within the area creating a 
forest of concrete piles which smashed through many features and made it difficult to negotiate 
some aspects of excavation. 
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