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3.7 Workers’ Housing 1840s to 1900 
 
3.7.1 Introduction 
This section concerns the excavation of the archaeological remains of seven houses on the southern 
side of Steam Mill Street (see Vol 2, Section 7.4, Area 8 Trench Report).  It covers the period from 
before the sale of the vacant lots (1840s) until the demolition of the houses in 1899.  This 
corresponds to Phases 6 and 7 of the Darling Quarter project.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.7.1: The sandstone foundations of Houses 7 and 9 Steam Mill Street.  View to the southwest. 

 
 
The footings of the houses, the layered surfaces in the yards, the cesspits, material from the 
underfloor cavities of the ground floor rooms, and the flagged laneways which bounded the block 
on its southern and eastern sides were all preserved to varying degrees at the site (Vol 4: Plan 10.29 
to 10.35).  The excavated houses were some of the largest in the neighbourhood, and occupied 
elongated lots which contained stables and workshops in their yards.  The owners resisted the urge 
to subdivide their properties as the owners on the north side of Steam Mill Street had done, despite 
having a second frontage to the laneway at the rear.  The houses were all two-storey.  Three of the 
owners were occupiers who also owned neighbouring lots which they rented out.  Despite this 
apparent (relative) affluence, one of the households was singled out as an example of the 
deplorable nature of the neighbourhood when visited by inspectors from the Sydney City and 
Suburban Sewage and Health Board in 1876.1  And in the following year, two of the 
owner/occupiers were fined by the Inspector of Nuisances for ‘allowing offensive and unwholesome 

                                                           
1 Sydney City and Suburban Sewage and Health Board, ‘Eleventh Progress Report’, LAV&P 1875-6 (5): 609. 
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matter on their respective premises’.2  The buildings on neighbouring blocks added to this 
unattractive picture.  By 1879 (and possibly earlier) the rear of the yards was just 16 feet (4.87m) 
from the PN Russell carriage works.  Other foundry buildings surrounded the block on its western 
and eastern sides.   
 
Despite assumptions about socio-economic differences between owner/occupiers and renters in 
the street, the occupation material from the cesspits and underfloor cavities pointed to households 
of similarly unremarkable status.  Two of the owner/occupiers were widowed relatively early, and 
this may explain some frugality.  However, both received income from the rented property next 
door and both continued living in the family house.  One of the widows later advertised to buy a 
cottage piano, suggesting that despite the lack of status in their everyday items of crockery and 
glass, there was some level of luxury amongst the ‘unwholesome’ neighbours and toxic air. 
 
The archaeological evidence suggested that life in the Steam Mill Street houses was choked with the 
dust and drab colour of industry.  The yards were characterised by steady, tightly compacted 
accumulations of soot-like material and were surfaced and re-surfaced with spreads of slag and 
industrial waste.  The underfloor deposits were up to 250mm deep in some cavity spaces, and were 
made up of fine-grained rust-coloured sands and soot-like particles.  This was quite deep 
considering the relatively short time that the deposits would have had to accumulate, around 20 
years or so, and that most of the products of sweeping could be expected to exit out the front and 
back doors.  It suggests that the by-products of the nearby industries were ever-present, both inside 
and outside the house. 
 
The underfloor cavities were in all cases lower than the surrounding yard surfaces at the rear and 
lower than the Steam Mill Street surface at the front.  The cavities had no ventilation, except 
through the living areas of the rooms above, as the blocks of the footings were tightly spaced and 
packed with mortar and rubble.  The weakly constituted mortar would have prevented the 
movement of air but not water after heavy rain.  The cavities would have at the least been very wet 
(possibly flooded) and would have drained poorly through the tightly packed levelling fills that were 
used to consolidate the surface of the reclaimed land below.  There was no slate damp-proofing 
between the foundations and the superstructure, and this combination of factors must have made 
the interiors quite damp and unpleasant. 
 
Despite these conditions, and despite the nature of their work not being directly associated with 
either the foundry or the mill, three of the owners of the lots on Steam Mill Street continued to live 
there.  Two of them through the mid 1870s when living conditions in the street were reported as 
being quite bad.  The same owners also owned neighbouring lots and received rental income from 
them, suggesting that it is likely that they had the financial means to move to a better 
neighbourhood. 
 
3.7.2 Preparing the Land for Sale 
By 1840 Thomas Barker’s reclamation efforts had wrested a significant parcel of land from the 
harbour, and the newly-raised surface was in the process of consolidation and preparation for sale 
and development (Figure 3.6.5, Vol 4: Plan 9.17).  Several levelling fills were introduced to 
compensate for early subsidence across the site and to ready the reclaimed land for use.  These fills 
were investigated at several locations across Area 8, in test trenches TT45, TT48, TT49 and TT56. 
Generally the fills were evenly spread and tightly compacted and each layer had a depth of around 
100mm-150mm.  During this process, cavities and undulations on the surface of the reclamation fills 
were levelled, and the surface was raised by around 350-450mm.  The fills often consisted of 
alternating bands of clay and sands and were tightly compacted (Figure 3.7.2).  The sands were 

                                                           
2 Sydney Morning Herald 22 January 1877, p 2. 
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coarse-grained and characteristic of crushed sandstone.  This material was also used liberally in the 
reclamation fills and was no doubt easily and cheaply available as waste material from the quarries 
of Pyrmont and Millers Point and other industries that exploited the local Hawkesbury sandstone.  
At the surface it produced a tightly compacted crust.  As a fill it drained well.   
 
Other materials used in this process of consolidation resembled mortar-like products and large 
spreads of black, carbon-rich industrial waste.  In the location of what would later be House 13 was 
a 130mm-deep spread of tightly packed, white shell mortar (context 8650).  The mix was dominated 
by very fine, pale sands.  Crushed shell accounted for close to 30 per cent of the fill.  Alternating 
layers of clay and coarse-grained sand and crushed shell (context 8719) were also used in the future 
locations of Houses 5 and 7.  Beneath Houses 17 and 19, alternating layers of sand and coarse-
particled industrial waste were used in the same way.  The character of these levellers stresses the 
desire to provide a hard, durable surface atop the newly-reclaimed landform.  It was a technique 
that was seen in the construction of 19th-century industrial yard surfaces throughout the Darling 
Walk development area during the course of the archaeological investigation.   
 
Despite being put up for residential development, the industrial character of the landscape would 
have been undeniable to auctioneers and buyers alike.  The flat expanse of dry, densely compacted 
fills in the shadow of the mills would have been in appearance and material exactly the same as the 
yards of the surrounding industries (see Section 3.6 for a description of the yard surfaces and fills in 
Areas 4, 9 etc.).  The character of work and manufacture had been stamped on the residential plots 
from the start. 
 
 

Figure 3.7.2: Levelling fills exposed beneath the yard surface at the rear of House 7.  View to the northwest.  
Scale 1m. 
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Despite this, 83 lots on the land around Barker’s mill, ‘in Sussex, Bathurst, and other streets’3 had 
begun to be sold for residential housing as early as November 1837.  By 1842, 108 lots had been laid 
out, and were again offered for sale (Figure 3.5.61).  Some had frontages to Bathurst and Sussex 
streets.  The Mill itself was surrounded by a stone wall and new streets and lanes enabled potential 
frontages on two sides of most lots. They were appropriately named Steam Mill Street, Thomas 
Street and Barker Street (Figure 3.7.3).4   
 
 

Figure 3.7.3: A detail from the plan describing the lots put up for auction in 1842.  The detail shows 47 of 
the 108 lots, including lots 53-59 (highlighted in blue) which are the subject of this study.  The lots 
were later renumbered 7-19 (shown in red).  The plan appears to show that Lots 53, 57 and 58 
have already been built on (shown shaded on the Steam Mill Street frontage of the lots).  
However, these may be later additions to the document (the style is similar to that in Lot 31 which 
appears to have been scrawled over the original lot number and dimensions). Detail taken from E. 

J. H. Knapp ‘108 allotments the property of T Barker Esquire to be sold by auction by M Blackman 
1842’, Subdivision Plans ZSP 811.1733/94, ML, SLNSW. 

 
 
Barker’s subdivision and sale of the mill lands coincided with a major recession in the early 1840s.  
At this time the colony’s economy was largely driven by the wool industry and its export to overseas 
markets.  The reliance on funds from the merchant banking sector in London to compensate for the 

                                                           
3 The Australian 7 November 1837, p 3e. 
4 ‘108 allotments the property of T Barker Esquire ..’, E.J.H. Knapp, Subdivision plans 811.1733/94, ML, SLNSW. 
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lag in time between the export of Australian wool and the revenue from the sales in Britain caused 
a significant collapse of the economy when demand slumped and the banks could not recoup their 
losses.  An attempt to compensate for the loss of investment was countered by a risky but 
optimistic move by the colonial government to offer mortgages on livestock to squatting wool 
producers.5  This move helped the wool industry considerably, as many producers were not 
landholders and had no other capital to mortgage.  As a result the economy was already regaining 
lost ground by the late 1840s, and interest in Barker’s land had translated into sales well before the 
recovery and boom that is generally associated with the gold rush. 
 
Although three lots were sold on the north side of Steam Mill Street in 1845, the study area on the 
southern side remained vacant.  The relatively high prices for the lots on the northern side (over 
£100) indicated that there may have already been houses on the properties at the time of purchase.  
The northern side of Steam Mill Street had lots that had a second frontage onto Barker’s Lane at the 
rear.  In some cases the first dwellings on the lots were built facing this frontage which had a 
northern aspect and was closer to Bathurst Street and further from the mill than the study area.  
This may explain the early sale of lots on the north side relative to those on the south. 
 
On 18 September 1848 several of Thomas Barker’s lots, including those in Steam Mill Street, 
Bathurst Street and Thomas Street, were auctioned once again.  The sales advertisement was 
directed ‘to the working classes, mechanics, operatives, and emigrants lately arrived’.6  The 
conditions of sale required a 10 per cent deposit, but the rest of the purchase price could be taken 
on a ten-year mortgage.  The lot numbering in the sales advertisement is difficult to interpret, and is 
probably incorrect, but some lots in the study area may have been sold at this time.  A notice in the 
Sydney Morning Herald reported that ‘there was a very fair attendance of purchasers, and fourteen 
allotments situate[d] in Bathurst, Barker, and Steam Mill street’ were sold.7  Buyers paid between 
£2 9s. per foot and £5 10s. per foot for the lots, suggesting that the state of development or the 
condition of the properties varied notably within the emerging neighbourhood. 
 
3.7.3 No. 7 and No. 9 Steam Mill Street (Lots 58 and 59) 
 
3.7.3.1 Introduction 
Houses 7 and 9 have been discussed together because from 1852 onwards their histories were 
inextricably linked.  The two lots shared a common structure, that formed two semi-detached 
houses (Figure 3.7.4).  The lots were bought and sold as one property several times throughout the 
second half of the 19th century and both lots had the same series of owners from 1852 until the 
houses were demolished in 1899. 
 
3.7.3.2 First Owners 
Lot 58 (House 9) was purchased in 1849 by Peter Hansen of Sydney.  Hansen was a shipwright.  Part 
of the purchase price was held on mortgage.  Similarly, Lot 59 (House 7) was purchased in August 
1849 by George Roberts of Sydney, a painter, who also had part of the purchase price held on 
mortgage.  The lots were sold for £54 each.8  In July 1852 Hansen paid off his debt on House 9 and, 
with Thomas Barker’s agreement, purchased House 7 outright after Roberts defaulted on his 
mortgage.  Hansen now owned both of the properties and had no mortgage. It is likely that both 
lots were still undeveloped at this time, as the archaeological evidence of Houses 7 and 9 suggests 
that they were built as a single structure, and that the configuration was considerably advantageous 

                                                           
5 Lloyd 2005. 
6 Sydney Morning Herald 16 September 1848 p 4. 
7 Sydney Morning Herald 19 September 1848 p 2. 
8 Details of land titles transactions are outlined in Vol 5, Appendix 5.2.1.   
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to one property at the expense of the other.  This is not likely to have occurred until Peter Hansen 
owned both pieces of land.   
 
3.7.3.3 Construction and Configuration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.7.4: Houses 7 and 9 as depicted on the 1855 City Detail Sheets (left), the 1865 Trigonometrical 

Survey (centre) and Dove’s 1880 plan (right).  House 7 is at the left. Note that House 7 is at its 
largest, drawn as occupying the covered entry and part of the yard of House 9, when the owner 
Peter Hansen is resident there in 1855. The name McNamara is a misallocation of ownership of the 
property. ‘Sheet 19, City Detail Sheets’; 1865 Trigonometrical Survey of Sydney, Section E2; H Percy 
Dove, Plans of Sydney, block 91, 1880, all maps from the Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney 
Archives. 

 
 
By 1855 there was mention of a house on each of the lots, although they may of course have been 
built before this date.9  Considering Hansen’s good financial position at the time that he acquired 
both pieces of land, there is no reason not to think that they were built as early as 1852.  The 
houses were constructed at the northern end of the lots, with the front walls of the houses directly 
on the Steam Mill Street frontage.  They were semi-detached, two-storey brick dwellings with 
shingled roofs (Vol 5, Appendix 5.2.2).  The footings for both houses, contexts 8541, 8603 and 8604, 
were constructed from neatly cut, substantially-sized rectangular sandstone blocks that were fairly 
uniform in their dimensions, 700mm long, 340mm wide and 250mm high (Figure 3.7.5, Vol 4: Plan 
10.29 to 10.31).  This higher standard of stonemasonry was a feature that was not common to all of 
the houses along Steam Mill Street, and distinguished the houses as perhaps being better built than 
their neighbours.  The footing that supported both houses suggested four ground level rooms, two 
in each house (Figure 3.7.6).  The earliest description of the dwellings, in the 1855 Assessment 
Books, tells us that No. 7 (No. 4 in 1855/56) had seven rooms and No. 9 (No. 6 in 1855/56) had five.   
 

                                                           
9 Entry for Steam Mill Street in Waugh & Cox’s Sydney Directory 1855. 
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Figure 3.7.5: Archaeological evidence of Houses 7 and 9 throughout Phases 6, 7 and 8. 
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Based on this information, it is likely that the footings of House 9 accurately represent the layout of 
the ground floor with two rooms, and that the upper storey contained a maximum of three rooms.  
It is possible that the two extra rooms in House 7 were exterior, possibly add-ons or yard structures, 
negating the need to further divide the downstairs spaces in order to account for the extra rooms.  
Additionally, the upstairs space of House 7 may have been larger than the downstairs, annexing the 
space above the covered entry, and allowing for possibly one extra room.  If this is the case, it 
would have made the upper storey of House 7 considerably wider than that of its neighbour, which 
had already sacrificed some of its ground-floor width to accommodate the entry on its side of the 
boundary.   It would also explain the difference between the value of the two properties in 1855 
(No. 7 at £100 and No. 9 at £76).  However it does mean that the upper storey of House 7 would 
have crossed over the lot boundary on its eastern side.  This fudging of the boundaries would only 
have been possible if the houses were constructed when the lots were both under the ownership of 
Peter Hansen (after 1852).  This transgression is also made more likely by Peter Hansen’s intention 
to live in House 7, which he occupied until at least 1856 and possibly until 1858. 
 
 

Figure 3.7.6: The footings of Houses 7 and 9 (emphasis in red) after excavation of the underfloor deposits.  
View to the southeast, taken from Steam Mill Street.   

 
 
Altogether the footing described eight external walls, two internal walls and the entry passageway 
that ran between the properties, the passageway was just 650mm wide.  A clear indicator that the 
houses were constructed together was the shared foundation for the front and rear walls.  At the 
front a single uninterrupted row of rectangular sandstone blocks (two courses deep) ran across the 
line of the entry between the houses, linking the two properties.  The back may have also been 
constructed in the same unified way, but this could not be determined as a large pile had caused 
considerable damage in that location.  House 7 was 5.75m (18ft 10in) wide and 7.01m (23ft) long 
(Figure 3.7.7).  House 9 was 4.5m (14ft 9in) wide and 7.01m (23ft) long (Figure 3.7.8).  The external 
wall footings were two courses deep and 350mm wide throughout.  The combined frontage of the 
two houses was 10.9m (35ft 8in) including the passageway in between.  

Covered Entry 
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Figure 3.7.7:  The stone footings of House 7 on the right after the excavation of the underfloor deposits.  
The front room (Room 1) is in the foreground.  The large brick foundation belongs to the NSW Fruit 
Exchange constructed in c.1900, after the houses on Steam Mill Street were demolished. View 
taken from Steam Mill Street, looking south. Scale 1m. 

 
 
The lower storey of each house contained a front and rear room, and footings for an interior, 
dividing wall.  In both houses, the dividing wall split the ground floor into two equally-sized spaces.  
In House 7 the rooms on the ground floor were larger than that of its eastern neighbour, 5.1m (16ft 
9in) long and 3.3m (10ft 10in) wide.  House 9 had ground floor rooms of 3.9m (12ft 9in) long and 
3.5m (11ft 6in) wide.  The footing for the dividing wall between rooms 1 and 2 in House 7 (context 
8604) differed in construction method to the external walls in that it consisted of only one course of 
stone.  In all other respects, block size, regularity and craftsmanship of cut, it was characteristic of 
the rest of the foundation.  Its less substantial construction suggests that it was a division that 
occurred on the ground floor only and that the upstairs configuration was considerably different.  
The rear rooms of both houses contained fireplaces (contexts 8721 and 8745).  The houses were 
prevented from sharing a chimney because of the passageway between them.  Instead, the 
fireplaces were on opposite walls, in House 7 against the western wall and in House 9 against the 
eastern wall.  This layout suggests that the houses might have also mirrored each other in other 
aspects of their internal configuration.  In both cases, only a footing of rough sandstone blocks for 
the fireplace remained.  The hearthstones were probably removed during demolition.  
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Figure 3.7.8: The footings of House 9 after the excavation of the underfloor deposits.  The front room is in 
the foreground.  The footings have been damaged by the brick foundation of the NSW Fruit 
Exchange (c.1900, left of image).  View to the south.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
The houses had a brick superstructure which was only represented in situ by a small remnant of the 
ground floor dividing wall in both houses.  Surprisingly there was also not a large amount of brick 
relative to other material in the demolition contexts associated with the destruction of the houses 
(see Vol 2, Section 7.4, Are 8 Trench Report, pp118-119).  In House 7, the remaining course of bricks 
were laid bull-header fashion on the sandstone footing in a single row.  The bonding agent was a 
light grey-brown, coarse-grained, poorly crushed shell mortar (building materials sample #72).10  
The bricks were sandstocks with shallow rectangular frogs, measuring 240mm x 110mm x 70mm 
(building materials sample #73).  In House 9, heart-frogged sandstock bricks featuring oxidised iron 
inclusions were laid header fashion on the sandstone footing in a single row (building materials 
sample #61).  The bricks were bonded with a light grey, compact, shell sand mortar.  The bricks 
were of the same dimensions as those in House 7. 
 
Patches of construction material were present within the footings of both houses.  The material sat 
on the levelling fills on which the houses were built, often abutting the footings.  In the rear room of 
House 7, this material consisted of a buff-coloured sand/shell mortar with grit and charcoal 
inclusions.  In House 9, the front room contained large patches of sand/shell mortar (context 8681) 
and some associated clay material.  The rear room contained two distinct layers of construction 
material.  An initial, patchy deposit consisted of buff-coloured sand/shell mortar and crushed 
sandstone (context 8698).  A second deposit also contained crushed sandstock brick, coarse-grained 
sands and ironstone fragments (context 8697).  These deposits are considered to be associated with 

                                                           
10 Information regarding building materials identification and analysis in this synthesis has been taken from Miskella 2012, 
Vol 3, Section 8.11, Catalogue, Vol 6, and Area 8 context sheets. 
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the initial construction phase and give some indication of the materials used to build the houses on 
Peter Hansen’s properties.  The materials are typical of the period.  The inconsistencies in the 
different mortar mixes may indicate more than one individual performing the task, or may reflect 
different sources or fluctuations in the available raw materials during the build.  Of course it could 
also reflect the apprentice or builders’ inexperience.   
 
The houses had timber floors with underfloor cavities of up to 300mm in height.  However, because 
of the terraced nature of the housing and the closely-fitted sandstone footings, the potential 
advantages of this ventilating space were minimised if not totally negated.  Although the 
contemporary ground level at the street front is not known, the yard surfaces at the rear were 
certainly higher than the bottom of the underfloor cavity.  This means that it probably flooded 
regularly and almost certainly created damp conditions in the house, with no relief from the 
unvented footings.   
 
Evidence of the flooring in both houses was limited to poorly preserved remains of timber joists and 
bearers.  In the rear room of House 7, only impressions remained (context 8628).  The impressions 
were oriented north-south and were up to 80mm wide and 50mm deep.  In the front room, two 
partial tallowwood joists survived (context 8710), one in the centre of the room and one against the 
west footing (building materials sample #79).11  Both were oriented north-south.   In House 9, the 
rear room contained a timber bearer and four joist impressions (context 8575).  The bearer was 
2480mm x 20mm x 55mm, and was constructed against the footings for the south wall.  Joists were 
oriented north-south and spaced at irregular intervals of between 440mm and 620mm.  There was 
no evidence of the timber floor in the front room of House 9. 
 

3.7.3.4 Establishing the Yards and Construction of the Cesspits 
The covered entry led to the back of the houses and gave access to the yards of Houses 7 and 9 
from Steam Mill Street.  The sacrifice of space for the entry at the expense of the house on no. 9 
seems unnecessary, as both yards were accessible from the lane at the rear.  The decision seems 
justified only if we imagine that Hansen intended to subdivide the lots in the same way that several 
on the north side of Steam Mill Street had been.  On the north side the lots were the same size but 
some had been split so that a second dwelling was built at the rear with a frontage onto Barker’s 
Lane.  This made it necessary to have yard access from the street-front for the emptying of cesspits 
(there was no longer rear lane access to the property).  A 1915 photo of 18-20 Steam Mill Street, a 
subdivided lot, shows the covered passageway next to the front door that would have been the only 
access to the yard without going through the house (Figure 3.7.9).  The footings and descriptions of 
No. 9 suggest that it would have looked similar to this building. 
 
  

                                                           
11 Kuiters 2010: 12, Vol 3, Section 8.8. 
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Figure 3.7.9: The northern side of Steam Mill Street, houses 18 to 20, in 1915. Shows a covered entry 
(arched vault) or passageway similar to the one between 7 and 9 Steam Mill Street. It gave the 
only access to the rear yard that did not involve going through the house, as there was no rear lane 
access.  Sydney City Council Archives Demolition Photographs: CRS 51/589. 

 
 
The positioning of the cesspits for Houses 7 and 9 also suggests that Hansen intended to further 
subdivide these lots, or that he at least wanted to give himself the option in the future (Vol 4: Plan 
10.29-10.34).  They were located half-way down the yard.  This ensured that if the properties were 
eventually subdivided to allow for houses or workshops with a frontage onto the rear lane, the 
cesspits would still remain within the (smaller) yards of Nos 7 and 9 but possibly accessible for new 
buildings on the southern frontage. 
 
The cesspits were built just 6.5m (21ft 4in) from the back of the houses.  Like the houses, they were 
built at the same time as a single structure (Figure 3.7.10).  They were constructed with a 
combination of large rectangular sandstone blocks, sandstone rubble and sandstock brick.  The 
entire structure was rectangular, measuring 3.18m (10ft 5in) east-west and 1.55m (5ft 1in) north-
south.  A sandstone dividing wall split the superstructure and cesspits at the boundary of properties 
7 and 9.  Internal dimensions for the cesspit in yard 7 (context 8717) were 1.24m x 1.04m.  Within 
yard 9 the cesspit (context 8716) was just 940mm x 900mm.  Once again, No. 9 had forfeited space 
to the advantage of its neighbour.   
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Figure 3.7.10:  The cesspits of Houses 7 and 9 (left and right respectively).  It was difficult to distinguish 
between different deposits in the cesspits because of the waterlogged environment.  Note the 
different construction methods used for the rear wall of the cesspits.  View to the northeast.  Scale 
1m. 

 
 
To build the cesspits, a rectangular pit was cut through the reclamation fills down to the underlying 
bedrock, which before reclamation was exposed on the harbour foreshore.  Two courses of large 
and neatly cut blocks, 630mm x 340mm x 320mm, were laid onto the bedrock in single rows, 
stretcher fashion.  The upper courses of the House 9 pit were also of neatly-cut sandstone blocks.  
The House 7 pit, which seemed poorer in construction, was finished with a course of tightly packed 
sandstone rubble and small blocks, and four courses of sandstock brick.  Some of the bricks had 
heart-shaped frogs.  The heart-frogged bricks measured 230mm x 110mm x 60mm.  In addition, one 
sandstock brick with a shallow diamond frog was also sampled from the structure (building 
materials sample #153).  It had a date range of c.1830-1870 and measured 235 x 112 x 70mm.  A 
buff-coloured sand/shell mortar containing charcoal and grit was used throughout.  The House 7 
cesspit was 820mm deep.  Although the House 9 cesspit was narrower, it was 200mm deeper at 
1.01m.  This was more a reflection of the depth of the top of the bedrock at the base, than any 
intended design element.  Notably the cesspit in No. 9 was easier to excavate cleanly as the 
sandstone blocks presented large, flat, smooth faces to the interior of the pit.  The House 7 cesspit 
with its mixed use of rubble, sandstone blocks and brick was less conducive to clean excavation, 
despite its slightly larger size.  This must have been a factor whenever the cesspit was emptied, and 
is surprising considering that House 9 appears to have been the inferior property in all other 
decisions regarding construction and configuration. 
 
Early yard modifications to further establish a robust surface were evident in the vicinity of the 
cesspits (Vol 4: Plan 10.35, Section #32).  Although no direct evidence of occupation was present 
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within the fills, they appeared to respect the property boundaries, and may have been introduced 
to raise or consolidate the ground surface. 
 
Five fill events represented the earliest yard modifications in No. 7 (Figure 3.7.11).  These were 
likely to have occurred shortly after the houses were built, as they respected the lot boundaries and 
the extent of the yard but were not present beneath the houses.   It is possible that during the years 
when the lots remained vacant, under separate ownership, that uneven settling of the reclamation 
fills occurred and that signs of this began to show on the surface by the time the lots were 
developed.  The fills (which were in several layers) would have both levelled and consolidated the 
open space of the yard.   
 
No use or occupation evidence remained at the surface of the earliest fills.  However, clay fills that 
would have proved slippery and muddy in the wet appear to have been consciously capped with 
sandy material or industrial waste to insure against that possibility.  Individual layers were around 
120mm deep (Figure 3.7.11).   
 
 

Figure 3.7.11: Levelling fills in the vicinity of the cesspit associated with House 9.  View to the east.  Scale 
1m. 

 
 
The fills that appeared to have been exposed for any length of time and that were probably 
associated with the early use of the house were black, soot-laden spreads of industrial waste, such 
as contexts 8639 and 8607/8576.  This means that the yard of the house would have had a very 
industrial character, and that during a typically dry, gusty Sydney August, carbon-black dust from 
the yards and nearby industries was probably ever-present in the house.  Context 8607/8576 was 
located against the back of House 7.  It was characteristic of the yard fills but fine-grained and 
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probably included the detritus from sweeping this and other material out of the kitchen. It 
contained fragments of ceramic, bottle glass, bone, and iron. 
 
Eight fill events represented the earliest attempts to establish the yard in House 9.  Like those in 
neighbouring House 7, the fills were deposited around the time of construction.   A layer of ash and 
tightly compacted grey silts (context 8682) may have represented the first surface associated with 
the occupation of House 9.  Other fills that did not have surface qualities followed. Generally these 
fills were alternating layers of clays or sand, each around 100mm deep.  The last of the early yard 
modifications (context 8654) did not have any obvious characteristics of a surface but it included 
broken ceramic, bottle glass, shell and bone that may have been waste from the early occupation of 
the house, before the yard was properly established.   
 
3.7.3.5 Occupation of House 7 
The owner Peter Hansen lived at No. 7 from the time the house was built (1852) until at least 1856 
(possibly 1858) and from 1870 until 1873.12  In the interim were a series of tenants.  The first to be 
recorded was James Reid (a weaver).  James Reid announced the birth of a son at number 7 in 
186213 but by 1863 the Sands Directory indicated that he had moved two houses down (to No. 11 
Steam Mill Street).  Notably, No. 11 and No. 7 were both recorded as having just four rooms at the 
time but No. 11 was valued at £6 more. If the Sands entry is accurate, then the choice to move may 
indicate that by this time House 7 was simply less attractive than its eastern neighbours.   
 
In 1863 the Sands Directory recorded that carpenter and joiner Robert Reid (possibly related to 
James) was living in No. 7.  Between 1863 and 1870 three other tenants were recorded, Mr Jones, 
James Kemp and blacksmith John Connor.  Although Connor was apparently resident in 1870.  The 
owner on houses 7 and 9, Peter Hansen announced the birth of his daughter at No. 7 on the 2nd of 
February that same year.  He appears as resident in the 1871 Assessment Books and he was still 
there in 1873, just before he sold the property, as a notice in the Sydney Morning Herald on 27 May 
shows: 

FOUND, on the 16th instant, a black RETRIEVER DOG. If not claimed within three days, will be 
sold to pay expenses. Apply P. HANSEN, No. 7, Steam Mill street, off Bathurst-st. West, between 

5 and 6 in the evening.14 

 
Incidentally, the owner did not claim it, nor did Hansen sell the dog.  Peter posted this in the Herald 
just 6 months later, after he had sold the lots on Steam Mill Street: 

£1 REWARD.-Lost, on the 26th instant, from 2, Murray-street, Pyrmont, a Black Retriever DOG.   

Anyone found detaining him after this notice will be prosecuted.  P. HANSEN.15   

 
The notice tells us something of Hansen’s personality, a generous offer of reward countered with 
the threat of prosecution in the space of just a dozen words, regarding a dog that he himself had 
found.   
 
Notably Hansen was recorded in the Assessment Books of 1871 as occupying 2 Murray Street at the 
same time as living back at his Steam Mill Street house.  The Murray Street address is likely to refer 
to the ‘Wharf Sheds’ on the property that Hansen was no doubt renting for his shipwright business 
from 1870 onwards.  He advertises for shipwrights ‘this morning’ at that address in 187116, and also 

                                                           
12 Based on Council Rate Assessments (Vol 5, Appendix 5.2.2) but evidence from Sands is inconsistent (Appendix 5.2.3).  
13 Empire 14 January 1862, p 1. 
14 Sydney Morning Herald 27 May 1873, p 2. 
15 Sydney Morning Herald 8 October 1873, p 1. 
16 Sydney Morning Herald 9 June 1871, p 10. 
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a ‘KETCH and two 12-ton BOATS’ for sale from that address in 187017, suggesting it is a place of 
work rather than residence. 
 
In July 1873 Peter Hansen put both Houses 7 and 9 up for sale, describing the properties as having 
‘6 and 7 rooms’.18  The seven-room house no doubt refers to House 7, which had apparently 
returned to its original configuration despite being advertised as three-roomed in 1872.19  
Interestingly it would again be advertised as three-roomed in 1875, suggesting the layout of the 
house was unusually malleable or else what was being (falsely) advertised was in fact a half-house 
or single storey of the property.  Supporting this is the distinction that the 3-roomed notices are for 
lease and the 7-roomed notice is for sale.  Indeed the archaeological remains of the house suggest 
that for it to be three-roomed, the second storey would have been one improbably large residential 
space of 16ft x 24ft.   
 
Hansen sold both lots to Michael Hegarty for £630 (Vol 5, Appendix 5.5.1).  There was a quick 
turnaround and Hegarty sold them to William Bayliss the following year for £775, making a tidy 
profit.  Bayliss was not so lucky.  He died the same year as the purchase and his wife sold both lots 
to James Horan in 1876 for £560.  The price suggests that the houses had become considerably less 
desirable since their sale in 1874.  This is confirmed by the testimony of a Sub-Committee of the 
Sewage and Health Board that inspected Denison ward in 1876, the same year as the £560 sale to 
Horan.  Their description was less than favourable.  In fact the visit was made five months before 
the sale and must have surely contributed to the drop in the property’s value: 

No. 7 in [Steam Mill] street, rented at 10s a week, is a four-roomed house, which 
accommodates two families; in the lower part of the house there are five persons living. We 
were anxious to see how they were housed in such limited quarters. The mother of the family 
was anxious to give us all the information she could, but her husband, who had been indulging 

in strong liquors, was obstructive as well as abusive, and told us to clear out. 20 

 
It is possible that Terence Devitt was the husband in question as he was recorded as being in 
residence at No. 7 in the following year.  However, there appeared to be a high turnover of tenants 
in Steam Mill Street and it is just as likely that an unrecorded occupant was the abusive and 
obstructive man.  
 
Conditions may have been this bad at the property for some time, but they were certainly less able 
to be masked after the visit by the sub-committee.  Horan (perhaps not surprisingly) never lived in 
either of the properties and No. 7 saw a series of tenants with what seemed like a fairly high 
turnover.  By 1885 life at No. 7 seemed no less grim than in 1876.  The circumstances surrounding 
the death of 19 year-old Elizabeth Murray suggest that at times it was a luckless existence for those 
at No. 7: 

Elizabeth Ann Anderson Murray, 19 years of age, who died at her residence, No. 7, Steam Mill-
street, at 6.30-p.m. on the 14th instant, at which place she had been delivered of a still-born 
child about an hour previous. The deceased met with a slight mishap some few days before her 
death...the woman died from collapse, following upon internal hemorrhage after 

confinement.21 

 

                                                           
17 Sydney Morning Herald 17 December 1870, p 1. 
18 Sydney Morning Herald 19 July 1873, p 3. 
19 Sydney Morning Herald 6 April 1872, p 12. 
20 Sydney City and Suburban Sewage and Health Board, ‘Eleventh Progress Report’, LAV&P 1875-6 (5): 609. 
21 Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 17 November 1885, p 5. 
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Horan held onto the properties for the remainder of the century, until they were bought and 
subsequently demolished, by the NSW Fruit Exchange Co-Op for £1000 in 1899.  It is likely that the 
name Thorne, recorded as owner of Houses 7 and 9 in 1877, is a misreading of ‘JHoran’. 
 
3.7.3.6 Occupation Evidence within House 7 
 
Rear Room - Kitchen - Room 2 
Occupation evidence within the house came from the underfloor deposits in the front (Rm 1) and 
rear room (Rm 2).  An underfloor deposit describes an accumulation of material that built up under 
the floorboards during the occupation of the house.  These deposits often include small artefacts or 
fragments of objects that represent the activities that took place there.  The underfloor deposits in 
Area 8 were excavated in 50mm spits with stratigraphic priority and with reference to a 500mm x 
500mm grid.  All underfloor material was sieved after excavation to maximise artefact retrieval.  
(Vol 4: Plan 10.32) shows the underfloor grids.  
 
A substantial amount of occupation-related material (context 8700) was present in the cavity 
beneath the rear (Rm 2) room of House 7 (Figure 3.7.12).  Artefacts found within the accumulation 
included bone and fragments of ceramics, bottles and other household items.  The deposit was a 
mix of silt and fine-grained sand.  It was dark brown to black and varied greatly in depth from 5mm 
to 220mm.  It was deepest against the fireplace support (context 8745).  The volume of material 
suggested that this was the most utilised room in the house.  The presence of the only fireplace on 
the ground floor strongly indicated that the rear room was the kitchen and the ceramics from the 
deposit supported this interpretation.  Most of the ceramics were representative of a domestic 
assemblage dating from the mid-19th century onwards.22   
 
 

                                                           
22 All information regarding ceramics identification and analysis in this synthesis has been taken from Ward 2011, Vol 3, 
Section 8.1.  
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Figure 3.7.12: The underfloor deposit (dark brown) within the cavity beneath the rear room, House 7.  The 
brick footing cutting through the centre is the NSW Fruit Exchange (c.1900).  The rear room is in 
the foreground and background. View to the west.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
There were 148 items (represented by 182 sherds) in the ceramic assemblage, and 14 identified 
shapes (or types of item).  They were all indicative of a household deposit, representing a range of 
food-related activities:  serving, consumption and the storage of food. These shapes included a dish, 
a platter, a bowl, cups, an eggcup, plates, a small plate, saucers, a teapot lid and bottles.  There 
were also items indicative of household ornamentation, a figurine and vases, household 
maintenance, a blacking bottle, and a washbasin ewer for personal hygiene.  The majority of the 
identified shapes were associated with the direct consumption of food.  Their presence in the 
archaeological record is indicative of the everyday usage and associated wear-and-tear that these 
items endured. Many of these items would no doubt have been used more than once a day, such as 
like plates, saucers and cups, and were therefore more susceptible to knocks and breakages.  A total 
of 18 decorative types were represented by the 148 ceramics, with blue transfer printing the most 
commonly found.  Overall, the ceramics assemblage was unremarkable in that the items were easy 
to replace and fairly interchangeable, reflecting pragmatic choices by the occupants, at least for the 
items employed in roles that subjected them to high usage and possible breakage. 
 
Approximately 41 per cent of the glass artefacts in the deposit provided date-specific information.  
Over 46 per cent of the datable artefacts were crown window glass, the manufacture of which 
began around 1870.  This may indicate breakage or replacement of the ground floor windows 
during occupancy.  The glass assemblage as a whole indicated an appropriate 1840–1900s date 
range. 
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Notably, all beverage-related artefacts from the cavity beneath the rear room were alcohol bottles, 
including five attributed to beer or wine, three of champagne and 15 that contained gin or 
schnapps.  There were food-related items such as condiment bottles that contained oil or vinegar, 
pickle or chutney and a club sauce-type stopper.  There was also evidence of glass tableware 
including stemware, a cup, a bowl and tumblers.  There were personal-related artefacts including a 
perfume bottle and the crystal from a pocket watch.  Pharmacy-related artefacts were also 
represented, including a castor oil bottle and a chemist’s dispensary bottle.23 
 
The glass and ceramic artefacts from the rear room underfloor cavity represented consistently 
pragmatic choices by the occupants, with no items being remarkably decorative or reflective of a 
preference for higher priced goods.  Notably, given that the owner Peter Hansen and his family lived 
in the house for a number of years during which the underfloor material accumulated, there was 
nothing to suggest that there was a conflict of taste or status within the assemblages.  Rather, it is 
perhaps remarkable that the assemblage is so consistent given that we know that at one time at 
least two families were living in the house in conditions that were notably undesirable, and at 
another it was occupied by a successful business operator and owner of at least two properties.   
 
A total of 786 fragments of animal bone were recovered from the same accumulation.  Fish and 
rodents made up a significant quantity of the identifiable elements. Sheep, chicken, cattle, pig and 
dog bones were also among the identified material.  Unlike most of the other underfloor contexts in 
Steam Mill Street, House 7 contained a relatively high frequency of cattle bone.  Sheep were 
characterized by the presence of all major body parts.  A few elements from both sheep and cattle 
had butchery marks, and the pig elements were able to be identified as belonging to a juvenile.  The 
bone assemblage was appropriately characteristic of a kitchen underfloor deposit, containing a 
variety of species and skeletal elements.  Unidentified medium-sized mammals, probably mostly 
sheep and with limited pigs, accounted for just over half of the recovered bone.24 
 
There were 321 additional miscellaneous artefacts representing a range of activities typical of a mid 
to late 19th-century domestic setting.  The most common related to clerical tasks, sewing, fastening 
and mending clothes; adornment and decoration; smoking and playing.25  There were broken slate 
pencils and a mechanical pencil (without leads).  Children were well represented by numerous 
marbles, most of which were of German limestone.  There were three that were differentiated from 
the rest by one flat side, apparently ground to shape.  These may have been used as counters.  
There were two toy porcelain tea set pieces, revealing the presence of a girl, and a bone die that 
may have been used in adult games.  
 
There were 89 sewing pins, and two machine pressed thimbles, with one made of iron or steel.  
There were a wide range of buttons, the most numerous were common types being made from 
bone and copper alloy (Figure 3.7.13).  Bone buttons were usually used to fasten undergarments or 
were otherwise covered with fabric or thread.  Machine-stamped copper-alloy buttons were made 
from c.1850 to the present day and were used to fasten men’s trousers and shirts.  A number from 
the room were stamped with the name of a manufacturer or tailor.  Other clothing fastenings were 
specifically related to men in the household, including a mother-of-pearl mounted waistcoat button 
and copper-alloy shirt stud.  There were black glass buttons that are more likely to have been part 
of an older woman’s attire, perhaps a widow’s clothing. 
 

                                                           
23 All information regarding glass identification and analysis in this synthesis has been taken from Harris 2010, Vol 3, 
Section 8.3. 
24 All information regarding bone identification and analysis in this synthesis has been taken from Fillios 2010, Vol 3, 
Section 8.4. 
25 All information regarding miscellaneous identification and analysis in this synthesis has been taken from Stocks 2013, 
Vol 3, Section 8.2. 
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Figure 3.7.13: Select buttons and studs from House 7, Room 2 context 8700. Gallery2.  Scale 10cm.   

 
 
Two copper-alloy adult finger rings were also found in this room.  One was plain and the other had a 
raised shield device suggesting it may have been worn by a man (see Vol 3, Section 8.2: Figure 3.4).  
All but one of the 27 beads was made of glass and most could have been used to decorate dresses, 
bags or household furnishings.  There was also an iron corset reinforcement strap fragment that 
had remnant woven or thread covering.  Also within the deposit was a broken fine-toothed ivory nit 
comb.  It was nearly identical to others from Houses 11, 13 and 19.  A second comb was made of 
hard rubber or vulcanite (Figure 3.7.14).  Both could have been purchased at a city store. 
 
Moulded ball clay smoking pipe fragments were common in the deposit.  More than half could not 
be specifically dated but others had decorated forms made in Britain and Europe that were popular 
in the mid to late 19th century.  Two were marked and sold by Sydney tobacconists Thomas Saywell 
(1865-1905) and Hugh Dixson (1839-1904).  The latter had a bowl decorated with a sailing ship and 
a fouled anchor, motifs favoured by sailors or those fond of the sea (appropriate for owner/resident 
Hansen. See Vol 3, Section 8.2: Figure 3.7).  Probably also attributable to Hansen were eight 
fastenings made of machine-drawn copper alloy wire used in ship or boat construction.   
 
Cutlery was represented by fairly inexpensive bone and wood-handled knives or forks and Fiddle 
pattern silvered teaspoons not made before the 1840s (Figure 3.7.14).  Notably, they were 
relatively modest in comparison with the selection from some of the other houses in the street. 
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Figure 3.7.14: Select personal grooming, food, household furniture and security artefacts from House 7 
context 8700. Left-right, top row: Vulcanite combs; bone handled knives/forks. Middle: Fiddle 
pattern teaspoon. Bottom row: furniture bracket; broken key. Gallery2.  Scale 10cm. 

 

 
Discard from the sieving of the underfloor material included charcoal, sandstock brick, mortar, and 
eggshell and render fragments.  The construction material present in the discard is likely to have 
been debris associated with the building of the house that unavoidably contaminated the deposit 
during excavation. 
 
Front Room - Room 1 
In the underfloor deposit beneath the front room of House 7 a much smaller underfloor build-up 
(context 8735) was present in patches in the western half and in the northeast corner (Figure 
3.7.15; Vol 4: Plan 10.32).  In other areas, disturbance caused by cuts for the footings of the NSW 
Fruit Exchange and displacement that occurred during the sealing of the underfloor cavities meant 
that most of the material was not useful for spatial or occupation-related analysis.  In addition, the 
construction of footings in the early 20th century (context 8599) had removed potentially relevant 
material in an area of 1.9m x 2m in the south-eastern quadrant of the room (Vol 4: Plan 10.30).  The 
intact accumulation was a dark brown to black silt and fine-grained sand mix.  Like the deposit in 
the rear room, it varied in depth between 5mm and 200mm.  It was deepest against the stone 
footings which may indicate the presence of a rug in the centre of the room that would have 
prevented material from falling between the floorboards.  It was excavated and sieved in 
accordance with the methodology used for the accumulation beneath the rear room.  Discard from 
the sieves included small amounts of fragmented sandstock brick and sandstone and a very small 
quantity of charcoal. 
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Figure 3.7.15: The remains of the underfloor deposit (dark brown) in the cavity beneath the front room, 
House 7.  View to the east.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
Only 20 sherds of ceramics were recovered from the underfloor deposit in the front room of House 
7.  Most of these items were unable to be identified by shape because of the very small size of the 
sherds, with 16 out of the 20 items catalogued as unidentified.  Only a lead-glazed container, a 
blacking bottle and two other bottles had identifiable shapes.  Six decorative types were 
represented by these 20 ceramics, all commonly identified in 19th-century deposits generally dating 
from the 1830s onwards, and the only identified pattern was a single blue transfer-printed body 
sherd in the ubiquitous ‘Willow’ style.26 
 
The same deposit yielded 41 glass artefacts.27  Only six artefacts provided date-specific information, 
including fragments of 5 crown window glass panes (manufactured after 1870) and one opaque 
blue tableware item (manufactured after 1880).  Just over half of the artefacts were able to be 
functionally classified into three groups: architecture, beverage and food.  All of the beverage-
related artefacts were alcohol bottles, including one beer bottle, two beer or wine bottles and four 
that once contained gin or schnapps.  The one food-related item was an unspecified tableware 
vessel. 
 
Other items from the cavity beneath the front room included those related to sewing and mending 
of clothes, and beadwork for jewellery or embroidering dresses, accessories or soft furnishings.28 

                                                           
26 Ward 2011, Vol 3, Section 8.1. 
27 Harris 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.3. 
28 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2; Beaudry 2006; Clabburn 1980; Fletcher 1984; Groves 1966; Johnson 1982; Scandrett 
1978; Wright 1995. 
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Some may have dropped directly from clothes or other household objects.  The buttons were 
inexpensive and made of bone, mother of pearl and porcelain.   
 
There were several items relating specifically to women, including a plain rectangular tabular bead 
made from polished jet, mined in Whitby, Yorkshire, England, and a polished bone fan stick with 
pierced or fretted fine linear & narrow/feather decoration (Figure 3.7.16).  Black jewellery made 
from jet and copied in more affordable moulded glass became very fashionable when Queen 
Victoria wore it for several decades following the death of her husband Prince Albert.  The fan was 
similar to others found in the cavities beneath the rooms of Houses 11 and 19.  The presence of 
children was represented by three inexpensive limestone and glazed stoneware marbles. There 
were also five broken slate pencils in the deposit that may have been used by children.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.7.16: Bone fan stick fragments from Area 8. The fragment from the front room of House 7 is on the 
left. The two in the centre are from House 11 and the one on the right is from House 19.  Gallery2. 
Scale 10cm. 

 
 
There were two early machine-formed square section copper-alloy nails that were probably once 
used to fasten ship or boat timbers and metal fittings.  As Hansen was a shipwright, these items 
may have belonged to him.  Such fastenings were regularly recycled at shipyards and at times 
reused in furniture or fittings within the home, such as cases, trunks or boxes.  More were found in 
the rear room and the backyard. 
 
3.7.3.7 Occupation Evidence from the Cesspit at House 7 
The cesspit contained two distinct fills.  A layer of fine-grained pale grey sands with no inclusions 
(context 8747) lined the cesspit at its bedrock base.  This material is likely to have been dumped 
after the last time the cesspit was cleaned.  The silty deposit above had the characteristics of an 
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accumulation rather than a fill.  It was a dark grey mix of fine-grained sands and silt (context 
8736/8724).  Much of the artefactual material within this deposit appeared to be household items 
associated with the occupation of House 7. The deposit was 520mm deep and contained bone, 
bottle glass, ceramic, pipe fragments, iron and leather.  The last use of the cesspit was before 1876, 
as an advertisement for sale in that year indicates that both houses (7 and 9) have a ‘yard drained 
to sewer; water laid on, &c., at the rear’.29  This means that the refuse may be associated with 
owner Peter Hansen if the yards were plumbed before mid-1873.  Certainly the works had been 
proposed for a long time before that.  In 1861 the council discussed ‘arrangements be made for 
borrowing the sum of £330, for the purpose of carrying out certain sewerage works in Steam Mill 
street and Barker-street’30 but the motion was not passed and so it was probably sometime before 
the works were undertaken. 
 
The silty deposit of 8736, 8724, 8723 and 8713 contained a total of 83 ceramics (301 sherds) and 
given the waterlogged nature of the deposit during its excavation the four contexts assigned to it 
are discussed together.  Overall the ceramics found in the cesspit are those commonly identified 
with domestic assemblages dating from the 1860s onwards, as evidenced by the range of 
decorative types represented, recognized shapes found and the identified transfer-printed patterns. 
Of the 301 sherds, many could be attributed to a single item.  For instance, 30 sherds were from a 
pearlware poe, 16 sherds from a blue transfer-printed “Albion” pattern plate, 13 sherds from a blue 
transfer-printed “Gem” pattern small plate, 12 sherds from a sprigged saucer, 9 sherds from a 
brown transfer-printed “Maltese” pattern plate and 8 sherds from a blue transfer-printed “Peony” 
pattern saucer.  This indicates that the cesspit fills represent a primary deposition. 
 
A total of 21 decorative types were represented by these 83 ceramics, with blue transfer printing 
the most commonly found (21).  Overall transfer-printing was the most commonly represented 
decorative technique, with the 48 ceramics representing 57.8 per cent of the assemblage, in a 
variety of colours (blue, black, brown, green and purple) and finishes (blue flow and clobbered). 
 
Five of the identified patterns were introduced in the 1860s, indicating deposition occurred during 
Phase 7.  The presence of patterns such as the “Albion”, “Crystal” and “Gem”, all introduced during 
the 1850s also supports this, given the time lag between purchase and eventual discard.  The five 
patterns introduced in the 1860s are as follows: the brown transfer-printed “Antique” pattern cup, 
dating from c.1860+; the purple transfer-printed “Cable” pattern plate dating from c.1860+; the 
green transfer-printed “Honeysuckle” pattern cup dating between c.1865 to 1886; the brown 
transfer-printed “Maltese” pattern plate dating between c.1866 to 1884, and the blue transfer-
printed “Peony” pattern cup and saucer made by Pinder, Bourne & Co, of Burslem, and dating 
between 1862 to 1882. 
 
One other item that dates from the 1860s was a black transfer-printed semi-vitreous fine 
earthenware ointment lid (#72143), dating between c.1866 to c.1900.  This lid is for Josephson’s 
Australian Ointment, and the entire script, with a five-point star in the centre, reads: "JOSEPHSON'S 
AUSTRALI(AN OINTMENT)" / "(SYDNEY. N.S.W.)" / "FOR" / "ALL SORE(S)" / "OLD WOU(NDS, 
BURNS)" / "SUN(BURNS, CHAFING,)" / "CHAPPED HANDS)," / "(& c. & c.)".  The 18 identified shapes 
were all very much indicative of a household deposit, with the items recovered reflecting a 
domestic setting with particular emphasis on the consumption of food. 
 
The ceramics identified here had functions associated with the serving, consumption and storage of 
food (jug, platters, breakfast cup, cups, egg cup, plates, small plates, saucers, bottles – including 

                                                           
29 Sydney Morning Herald 1 April 1876, p 14. 
30 Sydney Morning Herald 19 March 1861, p 3. 
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ginger beer, jar, lid), household maintenance (blacking bottle), household ornamentation (figurine, 
vase), literacy (penny ink bottles), and personal hygiene (ointment lid, poe, wash basin).  The 
majority of the identified shapes were associated with the direct consumption of food (breakfast 
cup, cups, egg cup, plates, small plates and saucers).   
 
A total of 53 fragments of animal bone were recovered from the cesspit.  Over half of the identified 
elements were from sheep.  Cattle, chicken, pig and rat bones were also represented.  Notably 
there was a greater percentage of sheep limb elements than was found in the bone assemblages 
from other occupation deposits in Area 8.  The limbs were commonly represented by medial 
fragments, suggesting they may have been chewed by dogs, and we know that Peter Hansen had a 
dog at the property in 1873.  The bones were also frequently split and metal-stained.  The dark 
colour of the bones, coupled with the staining, is consistent with the waterlogged state of the 
deposit, and the frequency of sheep bones relative to the portion of other bone suggested 
domestic, occupation-related rubbish. 
 
 

Figure 3.7.17: The cesspit associated with House 7.  The brick structure was filled with an artefact-rich 
deposit that probably post-dated the use of the pit.  View to the north.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
There were 216 glass artefacts within the cesspit.  Approximately 92 per cent of artefacts provided 
date-specific information.  They suggested an 1860–1900 date range for the deposit. 
 
Most of the glass artefacts were able to be functionally classified into seven groups: Architecture, 
Beverage, Food, Household, Personal, Pharmacy and Services.  Beverage-related items consisted of 
four beer or wine bottles and two that contained champagne.  The food-related artefacts were oil 
or vinegar bottles, pickle or chutney bottles, club sauces and the types of stoppers used for sauce, 
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oil and vinegar.  Tableware included four tumblers, a cruet and one unspecified press-moulded 
vessel.  There were also perfume bottles, including one lavender water bottle.  The pharmacy-
related bottles included generic bottle types, a poison bottle and a castor oil bottle that joined with 
other fragments found within the cesspit of House 9 (context 8716).  Services-related artefacts 
consisted of two lamp chimneys and a lamp shade for a vertical wick lamp.  The lamp shade 
mended with fragments found in the fill of cesspit 8716 in House 9 (context 8737). 
 
In the same deposit were a few pipes (Figure 3.7.18), a coin and token that were manufactured 
after 1867.  The trade token was minted in 1857-59 for the Sydney grocers, tea and wine merchants 
Smith, Peat and Co. who operated from 1836-1897.  A thimble associated with sewing of sails along 
with the small number of marine-related fastenings may have been associated with Peter Hansen 
and his family. 
 
 

Figure 3.7.18: Select artefacts from House 7 cesspit fill context 8736. Left-right, top row: buttons, 4-hole 
porcelain (9), 4-hole concave, aes 4-hole trouser. 2nd top row: marbles, yellow soft limestone 
leached white; hand-made glass alley swirl core; hand-made glass single gather; porcelain doll; 
slate pencil. 3rd top row: pipes, Davidson Burns Cutty stem; red waxed mouthpiece; McDougall 
stem; 4th top row: pipes, fluted bowl fragment; ship & anchor by Sparnaaij Holland; TW bowl; 
Briar style bowl. 4th top row: bone handle; teaspoon fragments. 2nd bottom row: dessert spoon; 
Bottom row: vulcanite comb.  Gallery2.  Scale 10cm. 

 
 



404 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe Archaeological Investigation 2008-2010 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

Generally, the items in the cesspit were very similar to those found in the underfloor cavities of the 
house.  This suggests that the negative selection of items by size in the underfloor accumulation did 
not necessarily skew the representation of the range of activities that took place in the house. 
 
3.7.3.8 Occupation of House 9 
The pattern of ownership for House 9 was identical to that of No. 7, the lots were sold and bought 
as if they were a single property between 1852 and 1899.  The owner never resided at No. 9.  Apart 
from Daniel Morrison, a blacksmith who lived at No. 9 from 1863 until his death in 187331, the 
residents appeared to change with each assessment or survey.  Another blacksmith, an engine 
driver, a boot-maker and a ‘dealer’ were among the House 9 residents.  Notably, D Brereton 
(bootmaker) and Frederick Hughes (engineer) swapped their residences (No. 7 and No. 9) between 
1885 and 1888, further emphasising the intimate relationship between the two properties.  The 
refuse within the cesspit may have been associated with the Morrisons.  House 9 was the only 
residence where tenants had occupations that were likely to have seen them employed at the 
nearby foundry and associated works. 
 
3.7.3.9 Occupation Evidence within House 9 
 
Rear Room - Room 2 
The cavity beneath the rear room of House 9 contained a substantial underfloor deposit (context 
8610, Figure 3.7.19).  Similar to House 7, the deposit was a dark brown/black fine-grained sand and 
silt mix that was up to 160mm deep in parts.  Disturbance by early 20th-century footings (context 
8508) had removed the underfloor deposit from a 1m wide north-south corridor in the east of the 
room (Vol 4: Plan 10.30, 10.32, 10.34).  Elsewhere coverage was consistent and intact.  Bone, shell, 
ceramic, leather and bottle glass were all present in mostly small fragments.  Discard from the 
sieves included sandstock brick fragments, corroded nails in notable quantity, charcoal and some 
eggshell.  An area of the deposit measuring 1m x 0.5m in the vicinity of the fireplace was allocated a 
different context number (context 8631) due to the high density of charcoal in that area.  This 
material was excavated and sieved separately.  It was up to 120mm deep and contained bone 
fragments and broken glass.  Material identified in the sieving and discarded was dominated by 
charcoal but also included fragments of sandstock brick and mortar.  Notably the overall MIC for the 
underfloor deposit in this room was almost triple that of the rear room of House 7 (2034 items), 
despite the room being smaller. 
 
A total of 747 fragments of bone were recovered from this deposit.  The assemblage was 
dominated by sheep and fish bone, together accounting for over 50 per cent of the identified 
fragments.  Small quantities of pig, cattle, dog, and chicken, along with two juvenile human teeth, 
made up the remaining bones.  Elements of rodent skeletons were also present.  Axial elements 
(such as vertebra) from sheep dominated; followed by appendicular elements (such as leg bones).  
This distribution mirrored that of Area 8 as a whole.  Less than one per cent of the sheep bones had 
evidence of butchery.  The pig elements represented juvenile animals, while the cattle and sheep 
appeared to be adults.  The assemblage was characteristic of underfloor deposits in the area, and 
typical of domestic food refuse. 
 
Just two ceramic items were found in context 8631, near the fireplace.  These were a green 
transfer-printed unidentified body sherd dating from c.1830+ and a sherd from a whiteware plate, 
also dating from c.1830+. 
 

                                                           
31 Sydney Morning Herald 5 August 1873, p 8. 
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The ceramics recovered from the remainder of the underfloor deposit (context 8610) numbered 
235 items (represented by 310 sherds).  Overall the ceramics found here were commonly 
representative of a household domestic assemblage dating from the mid 19th-century onwards. 
 
 

Figure 3.7.19: The underfloor deposit in the cavity beneath the rear room of House 9.  It has been 
significantly disturbed by the footing for the NSW Fruit Exchange (left).  View to the south.  Scale 
1m. 

 
 
Seven patterns were identified among the ceramics in the deposit, six transfer-printed and one 
white-glazed and moulded.  These patterns were on a total of 42 individual items.  All seven 
patterns are commonly found on Sydney historical excavations relating to the same period.  The 
transfer-printed patterns were in blue, purple and blue flow.  The easy availability of these patterns 
in a range of shapes would have allowed purchasing replacement pieces or adding to an already 
existing set to be a simple process for the consumer.   
 
Fifteen shapes were identified within the 235 ceramics.  There were 28 cups, 2 bottles, 1 bowl, 1 
comport, 2 dishes, 4 eggcups, 1 ewer, 1 jug, 1 penny ink, 53 plates, 4 small plates, 8 platters, 35 
saucers, 1 teapot and 1 tureen.  Among this 92 ceramic items that had no attributable shape were 
unable to be identified because of their small sherd sizes. 
 
The underfloor deposit beneath the rear room of House 9 also yielded 1722 glass artefacts, 
representing a MIC of 309 items.  Of this, around 52 per cent of the glass artefacts provided date-
specific information.  Thirty per cent of the datable glass was crown window glass (manufactured 
after 1870), however, given the systematic excavation method employed and scattered nature of 
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the deposit, the window glass appeared over-represented.  The results of the temporal analysis 
indicated an 1865–1900 date range for deposition. 
 
All of the glass beverage-related artefacts were alcohol bottles: beer or wine, champagne, whisky 
and gin or schnapps.  Food-related artefacts were condiment bottles including oil or vinegar bottles, 
pickle or chutney bottles and sauce bottles and stoppers.  Tableware items included an open dish, 
stemware, a plate and tumblers.  Personal-related artefacts were a perfume bottle and stopper, 
and a lens from a pair of spectacles.  Pharmacy-related artefacts were all bottles, including castor 
oil, generic chemist/patent medicine bottles and chemist dispensary-type bottles.  Services-related 
artefacts were a lamp chimney and a lamp prism. 
 
The miscellaneous artefacts were typical of a low to middle-class domestic assemblage of the mid-
19th century.  Notable among these were the coins, tokens, buttons and smoking pipes marked by 
makers or retailers.  Of particular note was a copper-alloy token in the shape of a spade guinea 
marked ‘1790’.  Imitation tokens like this were often used as counters.  Other coins that may have 
been collected for use as lucky gaming tokens were an (illegible) Chinese halfcash and a 1688 
copper Spanish cob minted in Peru.  The cob was made with a hand die-stamped thin flan of copper 
alloy.  The obverse had a cross with the Arms of Castile & Leon symbols above parts of incuse 
lettering.  Although incomplete, the letters and numbers indicate that this low or debased 
denomination coin was minted in Lima by assayer ‘M’ in 1688.  The stamping was slightly off-centre 
and the edges may have been clipped to illegally gain metal.  Forgeries were also in circulation.  
Rather than indicating Spanish or Peruvian personal connections, this coin is more likely to have 
been collected by a resident and used as a lucky coin or gaming token. 
 
Sewing and mending were represented by 359 pins, two possible needles and two thimbles.  A wide 
variety of fastenings, other clothing items and accessories in the deposit attested to the different 
ages and genders of the residents as well as some of their dress styles and tastes. 
 
There were 77 smoking pipes, most of which were short cutty or dudeen types that could have 
been held in the mouth while working.  The types preferred by the residents of House 9 were those 
mostly imported from large manufacturers in England, Scotland and Europe.  They reveal a 
preference for armorial and Irish thematic types, with one ‘Lachlander’ that was specifically made 
for the colonial market.  Later 19th-century forms such as bent and composite types with bone or 
amber mouthpieces that were influenced by a more European tradition were also represented.32 
 
There was also a small slightly damaged music box with a toothed comb to pick up notes from a 
rotating drum.  A small Miraculous Mary medal was probably worn as a pendant and represented a 
Catholic religious association (Figure 3.7.20).  A small range of cutlery included forks and knives 
from different sets as well as silver plate or EPNS fiddle pattern teaspoons and condiment spoons 
(Figure 3.7.21).  A mustard spoon made in England by ‘A T & Co’ was also present.33  There were 
also four cooking hooks that were used to suspend pots over a fire.34 
 
Clocks and other items used to furnish the room were represented as small fragments.  They 
included an ornamental frame, hanging chain, furniture hinges and various parts of lamps fuelled by 
oil, kerosene or gas.  More functional objects from tools, horses and their vehicles were also found 
in this room, as well as bullets and casings from percussion guns and rifles.    

                                                           
32 Ayto 1994; Bradley 2000; Ducco 2004; Gojak & Stuart 1999; Jack 1986; Oswald 1975; Pfeiffer 1986; Scott & Scott 1981; 
Wilson 1999. 
33 A T & Co unidentified maker probably in Sheffield or Birmingham, see www.925-1000.com/silverplate_Unk.html. 
34 Seymour 2001: 212-217. 

http://www.925-1000.com/silverplate_Unk.html
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Figure 3.7.20: Jewellery and accessories from the underfloor deposit beneath the kitchen of House 9. Left-
right, top row: unusual beads, shell disc; aes spherical hollow; bone on wire; cut coral. 2nd top 
row: inlays, silvered black glass; white glass; facetted 'gems' (green; blue; clear); seal/inlay frag; 
gilt black glass frag. 3rd top row: pendant; swivel ring; ring with claw setting; belt design ring; floral 
decoration;  Miraculous Mary medal; palmette. Bottom row: chain (2); rope chain. Gallery2.  Scale 
10cm.   

 
 

Figure 3.7.21: Artefacts from the underfloor deposit (8610) beneath the rear room of House 9, including a 
fork from context 8629 (a discrete dump occurring prior to the sealing of the underfloor). Left-
right, top row: context 8610, curtain ring; pewter knob/foot; .22 gun cartridge; hook bracket; key 
escutcheon; box hasp. 2nd top row: penknife with silver inlaid bone scales; knife blade frag. 3rd 
top row: fiddle pattern mustard spoon; teaspoon. Bottom row: fiddle pattern fork. Gallery2.  Scale 
10cm.   
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Front Room - Room 1, House 9 
Remains of an underfloor deposit (context 8634) in the cavity beneath the front room were present 
only at the periphery, in the vicinity of the footings (Figure 3.7.22).  The deposit was dominated by 
fine, dark grey silt particles.  A small component of fine-grained sands completed the mix.  Flecks of 
mortar and highly fragmented sandstock brick were present on the surface of the accumulation.  
The depth of the deposit varied from 10-100mm.  Discard from sieving was dominated by sandstock 
brick fragments and mortar.  Some contamination from construction material below this deposit 
may have occurred during excavation.   
 
 

Figure 3.7.22: The remains of the underfloor deposit (shown with red arrows) in the cavity beneath the 
front room of House 9.  View to the southeast.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
There were only 19 ceramic items (30 sherds) recovered from the underfloor deposit in the front 
room of House 9.  The majority of the items were unable to be identified by shape because of the 
very small size of all the sherds.  Only a black flow plate, a blue flow plate and a blue transfer-
printed saucer were identifiable.  There were nine decorative types within the 19 ceramics.  All of 
the decorative types are commonly found in 19th-century deposits from the 1830s onwards.  None 
of the ceramics had identified patterns or any remnant basemarks. 
 
Of the glass in the deposit, six artefacts provided date-specific information.  Three artefacts were 
crown window glass (manufactured after 1870) and a beer or wine bottle with the same start date.  
Other datable artefacts consisted of one pickle bottle with a form tooled finish and a stemware 
bowl or plate with a bladed knop and mould seams (1835).  Fourteen glass artefacts were 
functionally classified into three identified groups: Architecture, Beverage and Food.  Beverage-
related artefacts included one aerated-water bottle stopper and six alcohol bottles.  The stopper 
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was unique combination of a Codd marble type stopper and a Lamont bullet type stopper.  Food-
related items consisted of a pickle or chutney bottle, and two unspecified condiment bottles and 
one stemware item. 
 
A total of 108 bones were recovered from the same deposit. The represented species included 
rodents, sheep, fish, chicken and pig.  The majority of the bones (48 of 108) belonged to rats, 
followed by sheep, including 36 axial elements (such as vertebra), a foot bone and an unspecified 
appendicular element.   A number of the sheep bones had been gnawed by rodents.  
 
Four coins and a token were also found in the underfloor deposit.  In particular these items 
highlight a lack of internal stratigraphy in the deposit and quite late deposition or contamination.  A 
British 1876 threepence was found in Spit 2 and an 1891 halfpenny in Spit 1. 
 
A Chinese coin minted from 1796-1820 in Dongchuan, Yunnan during the reign of Emperor Jiaqing 
had probably entered the house as a gambling counter.  It could have come into the possession of a 
resident by many routes.35  There was also a trade token that was minted in c.1854-1857 by Heaton 
and Sons, Birmingham, for iron merchants and general ironmongers Iredale and Company in 
Sydney.36 
 
Sewing and mending were well represented in the deposit.  There were 35 pins and eight glass 
beads.  Also represented were hair grooming by a black hardened rubber or vulcanite comb and 
female haircomb, writing with four slate pencils and a mechanical pencil, and smoking (five pipes).  
Notably only one marble was found perhaps indicating children did not typically play in this room. 
 
3.7.3.10 Occupation Evidence from the Cesspit at House 9 
Much of the material within the cesspit (context 8716) appeared to be associated with a final dump 
of rubbish before it was sealed over (Figure 3.7.23).  A 100mm deep layer of fine-grained pale grey 
sands with no inclusions (context 8747) lined the cesspit at its bedrock base.  This material is likely 
to have been deposited after the last time the cesspit was cleaned.  
 
Above the sand were two artefact-rich contexts.  The lowest was a black, fine-grained organic 
deposit (context 8739) that was littered with small (3-5mm) gravels.  It contained many whole 
animal bones and large fragments of ceramic and bottle glass.  The depth of 8739 was difficult to 
judge due to the waterlogged state of the cesspit interior.  It was estimated at around 50mm.  The 
top deposit was a dark grey to black mix of fine-grained sands and silt (context 8727).  The matrix 
was homogenous throughout, but it was allocated a second number (context 8737) below the 
waterline as excavation was difficult and contamination of deposits was likely due to reduced 
visibility.  Where dry, it was tightly compacted.  Both contexts contained large quantities of bone, 
bottle glass, ceramic, pipe fragments, iron and leather.  The deposit was around 840mm deep.  The 
palynological analysis of the material noted that the microflora was typical of those recovered from 
19th-century cesspits elsewhere in Sydney and Parramatta.  The pollen from House 9 cess indicated 
that the plant 'diet' may have been mainly grains (from coarse breads?) and legumes (including 
peas), although it was noted that some unidentified plant tissues and tricolporoidate and 
tricolporate pollen types could also represent edible plants.   
  

                                                           
35 Olsen 1983: Fig 2c; Fig 3i. More information about Chinese coin identification and gambling in Costello et al. 2008; 
Cresswell 1979; Hellmann & Yang 1997; Johnson 1999: 262-263; Ritchie & Park 1987. 
36 Museum of Victoria token at http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/items/79125/token-1-penny-iredale-co-iron-
merchants-ironmongers-sydney-new-south-wales-australia-circa-1857; company information at 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/themes/2073/iredale-co-sydney-ironmongers-new-south-wales. 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/items/79125/token-1-penny-iredale-co-iron-merchants-ironmongers-sydney-new-south-wales-australia-circa-1857
http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/items/79125/token-1-penny-iredale-co-iron-merchants-ironmongers-sydney-new-south-wales-australia-circa-1857
http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/themes/2073/iredale-co-sydney-ironmongers-new-south-wales
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Figure 3.7.23: The cesspit associated with House 9. Some of the upper deposit had been disturbed when the 
salt-glazed pipe was installed.  View to the north.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
Within the top 330mm, the silt matrix remained the same but the deposit was littered heavily with 
large sandstone fragments and sandstock brick.  This material may have entered the deposit either 
when the installation of plumbing cut the cesspit walls, or when the superstructure was 
demolished.  The waterlogged condition of the silts would have accommodated the downward 
movement of some of this material. 
 
A total of 138 fragments of animal bone were recovered from the House 9 cesspit.  The most 
frequently occurring species was sheep, followed by chicken.  Fish, cattle, dog, pig, bird and lizard 
bones completed the assemblage.  Axial elements such as vertebra from sheep made up the 
majority of the recovered body parts, followed by foot elements.  A few bones had been stained by 
contact with metal, a common characteristic of cesspit fills.   
 
The two deposits of 8739 and 8737 contained 57 ceramics (185 sherds) and given the waterlogged 
nature of the cesspit during its excavation these were analysed together.  Overall the ceramics were 
of the type commonly associated with domestic assemblages from the 1860s onwards. 
 
A total of 18 decorative types were represented including blue flow, clobbered, handpainted bone 
china, hand painted whiteware, gilded, moulded handpainted, salt glaze, spongeware, sprigged, 
white glazed bone china and semi-vitreous fine earthenware, whiteware, yellow ware and transfer 
prints in blue, brown, green, purple, red and multicolour.  The decorative technique of transfer 
printing was identified on a total of 26 items.  
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Four of the transfer-printed patterns were of the type commonly found on Sydney historical 
excavations: ‘Albion’, ‘Fibre’, ‘Honeysuckle’ and ‘Willow’.  The fifth was a multi-coloured ‘Reception 
of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales and Princess Alexandria at London Bridge 7th March 1863’ on a fish 
paste/meat paste jar, not surprisingly dating from c.1863.  One other item that specifically dates to 
the 1860s is a salt-glazed stoneware bottle featuring the impressed circular mark of the Sydney 
potter Thomas Field – ‘T. FIELD’ / ‘POTTER’ / ‘SYDNEY’. 
 
Thirteen shapes were identified with a particular emphasis on the consumption of food: cups (6), 
egg cups (3), plates (4), a small plate, saucers (15) and a slop bowl.  There were also food 
preparation items such as bowls and a dish and storage items such as bottles and jars.  The only 
identified items not associated with food were a figurine and two penny ink bottles.  The two most 
commonly found shapes were cups and saucers.  See Section 4 for further discussion of these.   
 
Two basemarked items were recovered in context 8737, a locally-made salt-glazed stoneware 
bottle dating from the 1860s, and the other a yellow ware dish imported from the United Kingdom 
and manufactured between c.1821 and 1967. 
 
Context 8737 also yielded 324 glass fragments, representing a minimum of 48 items.  Glass 
beverage-related items included three beer or wine bottles, five that contained gin or schnapps and 
two champagne bottles.  The food-related artefacts included condiment bottles, oil/vinegar, pickle, 
pickle/chutney and club sauces,  as well as stoppers and tableware.  The stoppers were club sauce 
type used as closures for commercial sauce, oil and vinegar bottles.  The tableware included a 
tumbler, a stemware, a salt vessel and two unspecified press-moulded vessels.  The personal-
related artefacts were three imported E. Rimmel perfume bottles.  Pharmacy-related bottles 
included four generic bottle and three castor oil bottles.  The service-related artefacts consisted of 
three lamp chimneys and two lamp shades for a vertical wick lamp.  The bottom layer of the deposit 
(context 8739) yielded 27 glass fragments or 12 items.  Half of these fragments provided date-
specific information.   Results of the temporal analysis suggested an 1850TPQ for the glass artefacts 
at the bottom of the sediment. 
 
Most of the glass artefacts in context 8739 were able to be functionally categorised into five groups: 
Architecture, Beverage, Food, Personal and Services.  The beverage-related glass artefacts were 
alcohol bottles while the food-related items were tableware.  The one personal item was a bottle 
from E. Rimmel Perfumer, which was a very popular and common imported fragrance.  The one 
service item was a chimney for a vertical wick lamp. 
 
As a whole the miscellaneous artefacts in the cesspit displayed a similar range of types as were 
found in the adjacent cesspit of House 7 and within the house underfloor deposits.  However, there 
were a number of notable differences that may indicate some of the residents were slightly 
wealthier, perhaps more sophisticated in their tastes or more recently arrived from Britain. 
 
There were six pieces of worn footwear, including an adult rubber galosh.  One item was an infant 
hand-stitched turned shoe and one was a well-made shoe for a woman.  Although its toe was 
missing it had a moderate high heel and regular wooden-pegged sole.  There were also 30 broken 
smoking pipes that show a preference for British armorial designs and those with distinct overall 
patterns (Figure 3.7.24).  The Manx cutty pipe incorporated the symbol of the Isle of Man.  Irish and 
colonial themes were less well represented.  Some pipes were only found in this cesspit.  Two 
broken ‘Zoomorphic’ pipes showing a heroic horse rescue were made in London by Charles Crop 
and sold by the Sydney tobacconist J. H. Meyers.  Another pipe had a kangaroo above the stem.  
Pipes with these elaborate additions became more popular towards the latter part of the 19th 
century.  In contrast, a pipe marked ‘TD’ in the bowl was an older style pipe, thought to have been 
made in Britain from 1775-1820.    



412 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe Archaeological Investigation 2008-2010 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

Figure 3.7.24: Pipe types from House 9 Cesspit fill context 8737. Gallery2. Scale 10cm.  

 
 
3.7.3.11 Development and Alterations to the Properties at No. 7 and No. 9 
During the 48 or so years that the houses were occupied there were several minor changes to the 
properties that were visible in the archaeological record.  The underfloor cavities in the houses 
were filled and the yard surfaces were built up.  The lots were connected to the sewerage system 
and the cesspits were replaced with WCs.  These developments are likely to have occurred in the 
early to mid 1870s, although some artefactual information from the underfloors suggests that they 
may not have been infilled until the late 1880s or after.  The underfloor cavities were probably filled 
by a municipal order as all the houses along Steam Mill Street appear to have been modified in the 
same way with the same materials irrespective of ownership.  This may have occurred as a result of 
the inspections by the Sub-Committee of the Sewage and Health Board.  It may have been to 
prevent rats occupying the space beneath the floorboards, and was probably a measure to 
discourage the spread of disease and ill-health.  It would have also stopped the underfloor cavity 
from flooding during rainy periods.   
 
The cavities beneath the ground floor room in both houses were filled by the same method.  The 
floorboards were lifted and the vacant space was filled with red, white and yellow clays and coarse-
particled industrial waste.  It is likely that the floorboards were then replaced as there was no sign 
that the clay had ever acted as a surface, and the joists had not been removed despite the fact that 
would have hindered the infilling operation somewhat.  The clays were up to 300mm deep in both 
rooms and included fragments of sandstock brick, sandstone and charcoal (Figure 3.7.25).  The 
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gravel-like industrial waste fills were up to 200mm deep and included slag and coke.  The clays were 
beneath the gravels in all cases.  In House 7 the clays were represented by contexts 8602 and 8696 
and the industrial waste was numbered 8601 and 8627.  In House 9 the clays were represented by 
context numbers 8570 and 8572 and the industrial waste by 8569 and 8571. 
 
 

Figure 3.7.25: The clay used to fill the cavity beneath the rear room in House 9.  The impressions left by the 
joists can be seen in the top of the clay.  View to the south.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
In House 9 the clays were atop a rubbish dump of large artefacts (context 8629) that must have 
been thrown into the cavity after the floorboards had been taken up, but before the fill was brought 
in.  It contained glass, ceramic, bone and sandstock brick.  There were 66 glass artefacts, 
representing 18 items.  Almost all of the glass artefacts (95%) provided date-specific information 
and have helped to date the infill event.  The majority provided only a terminus post quem (a latest 
date for manufacture).  The TPQs range from 1800 to 1870.  The one artefact with a complete date 
range is a beer or wine bottle with a form tooled lip shape (1850–1920).  Since a sealed or capped 
deposit cannot date any earlier that the latest dated artefact, the cavity must have been filled 
sometime after 1870. 
 
The glass artefacts could be split into five functional groups: Architecture, Beverage, Food, 
Pharmacy and Services.  Beverage-related artefacts were exclusively alcohol bottles, including beer 
or wine, champagne and gin or schnapps.  The food-related artefacts were condiment bottles and a 
tumbler.  The pharmacy-related artefacts consisted of two generic chemist or patent medicine 
bottles and a castor oil bottle.  Services-related artefacts consisted of lamp parts and lamp 
chimneys.  The results of functional analysis are consistent with a residential source for the 
artefacts. 
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In the period after the underfloor cavity was filled, a small patch of light grey soft ash (context 8670) 
accumulated on the surface of the clays (context 8602) immediately north of the fireplace support 
in the rear room of House 7.  As there was no demolition material in association, it is likely this 
occurred while the fireplace was in use.  The patch was only 100mm x 100mm and was between 
10mm and 30mm deep.  
 
3.7.3.12 Yard Development 
In addition to the yards being accessible from the front of the street via the covered entry, it was 
possible to enter the yards from the rear lane via a gate in the back fence.  The gates were shown 
on the 1855 City Detail Sheets (Figure 3.7.4).  The gate to the yard of House 7 was located at the 
southwest corner of the property and the gate to the yard of House 9 was located in the centre of 
the back fence.  There was no archaeological evidence for the gates. 
 
Despite other evidence of posts and structures in the yards, there were no remains of the structures 
associated with the cesspits shown on the 1855 City Detail Sheets and the 1865 Trigonometrical 
Survey (Figure 3.7.4). 
 
Postholes suggested that there was a fence between Nos 9 and 11 (to the east) from the very early 
years onwards.  The remains of four postholes appeared to have repeatedly marked a point on the 
boundary at a distance of 8.3m from the rear of the footings.  The postholes (context 8699) cut 
early levelling or yard fills on either side of the boundary.  The postholes were not uniform in size or 
shape and included both rectangular and cylindrical posts suggesting that the fence was repaired 
several times at that location. 
 
The last yard surface to be associated with the occupation of House 7 was a fairly homogenous, 
tightly compacted mix of gravel-like industrial waste and fine dark grey silts (context 8593).  In the 
vicinity of the cesspit it was between 10mm and 100mm deep, but remained unexcavated across 
the rest of the yard.  Near the house it was represented by the composite accumulation 8607 which 
also incorporated the early deposit 8646.   
 
The yard surfaces within No. 9, between the demolition of the cesspit (early 1870s) and the last 
occupation of the house (c.1898), were represented by a series of dark grey to black, tightly 
compacted fine-grained sand and silt accumulations including ash and small particles (3-5mm) of 
gravel-like industrial waste.  The accumulations were distinguished by their inclusions.   
 



415 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe Archaeological Investigation 2008-2010 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

 
Figure 3.7.26: The yard of House 9 (outlined in red), looking towards the house from the location of the rear 

lane.  The cesspit is to the left of the far scale, covered by later fills.  The yard of House 7 is to the 
left.  The yard of House 11 is marked by the damaged brick paving at the right of the image.  View 
to the north. Scale 1m. 

 
 
Remnants of paving (contexts 8542 and 8514) occurred in discreet islands across the yard of House 
9.  The paving was identified as belonging to two different features, although both shared identical 
construction methods and materials.  The first was an area of paving constructed at the rear of the 
house leading into the yard.  It consisted of 16 rows of broken bricks laid stretcher fashion, their 
longest sides oriented north-south.  The bricks were tightly packed with no mortar or bedding.  
Seven bricks were sampled from this context and included flat and frogged sandstocks, a semi dry-
pressed firebrick and frogged dry-pressed bricks with start dates from c.1800, 1850, 1873 and 1890.  
This wide variety of bricks, many of which were broken, suggests they were all reused.  The 
arrangement covered a small area just under 1m wide.  A verandah is shown at the rear of House 9 
was shown on the 1855 and 1865 plans and this paving almost certainly relates to that structure 
(Figure 3.7.4).   
 
Other elements of paving in the No. 9 yard most likely represented the remains of garden pathways.  
The largest area of paving was elongated north-south and covered an area of 3500mm x 950mm at 
a distance of 7.2m from the rear of the house (Figure 3.7.27).  The bricks were orange flat 
sandstocks and machine-made clay bricks with large rectangular frogs, largely broken and in poor 
condition.  Despite this, an effort had been made to create a straight edge on the western side with 
the undamaged heads of broken bricks laid header style.  The eastern side of the arrangement had 
suffered considerable damage and large gaps were frequent in the otherwise tight but haphazardly-
packed paving.  Along this fringe were detected the remains of six iron posts, running loosely north-
south at intervals of 400mm (context 8518).  The iron remains of the posts were highly oxidised, but 
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appeared cylindrical, with decay-distorted diameters of 20-40mm.  A second area of paving was 
located 4.75m from the rear of the house in a patch 700mm x 1200mm and appeared badly 
damaged.  It displayed large gaps, consisted of highly fragmented brick elements and had no clearly 
defined edges.   
 
Further yard fills were localised above the paving (context 8514) and consisted of similar fills of 
industrial waste incorporating fine sand and silt accumulations.  An additional layer of loosely 
compacted industrial waste (context 8535) was present at the rear of the house covering the porch 
pavers.  This material had a small sand and silt component but consisted largely of slag, coke and 
other small gravel-like industrial waste.  It also contained fragments of ceramic, slate, bottle glass 
and window glass.   
 
 

Figure 3.7.27: Sandstock brick paving 8514 in the yard of House 9.  Note the bricks on the western edge is 
generally aligned. View to the south.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
3.7.3.13 Toilet Construction 
During this phase, a toilet was constructed at the rear of House 9 in the southwest corner of the lot.  
The structure suffered heavy damage in the 20th century from piling and other activity.  As a result, 
some information concerning the relationships between fills, plumbing and footing structure was 
lost.  There were no remains of the toilet in the yard of House 7. 
 
The footing for the toilet (context 8669) was constructed from sandstock brick with up to four 
courses surviving (Figure 3.7.28).  The bond was inconsistent.  The north and south footing were 
coursed in a stretcher bond of two rows (Figure 3.7.5).  In the west, bricks were laid stretcher-to-
stretcher in a single row.  A white sand/shell mortar incorporating charcoal flecks was used 
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throughout.  Bricks measured 240mm x 120mm x 70mm, and had a rectangular frog in most cases.  
The overall structure was rectangular in plan, measuring 1.6m x 1.3m. 
 
Locating the toilets at the rear of the properties reflected a more traditional yard layout.  It was not 
necessarily more convenient to construct, as the plumbing had to run from the very rear of the lot 
all the way to the main sewer line on Steam Mill Street, and required the demolition rather than 
adaptation of the cesspits in the middle of the yards.  Despite the inconvenience, the new layout 
was clearly more desirable and emphasised that the decision to locate the cesspits in the centre of 
the lots in the first place was unusual, and was almost certainly motivated by a desire to subdivide. 
 
 

Figure 3.7.28: Footing for the toilet (context 8669) at the rear of House 9.  The remains of the structure had 
been badly damaged by piling activity in the late 20th century.  View to the south.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
3.7.3.14 Plumbing 
A brown salt-glazed earthenware pipe (context 8595) served as plumbing for the toilet (Figure 3.7.5, 
Vol 4: Plan 10.30, 10.32 to 10.34).  The pipe exited the structure in the north and ran towards Steam 
Mill Street.  Its installation damaged the earlier cesspits 8716 and 8717 and undermined the front 
and rear footings of the houses beneath the covered entryway (Figure 3.7.29).   
 
An additional iron water pipe crossed the boundaries of Nos 9 and 11 in the north-east corner of lot 
9, close to the southern footing.  Modern disturbance on both sides of the boundary had cut the 
pipe and destroyed any evidence of its connection to other plumbing or structures. Only an 
unconnected 900mm of pipe remained.   
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Figure 3.7.29:  Plumbing in the yard of House 9.  Installation of the pipe damaged the top course of the 
cesspit associated with House 9.  View to the west.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
3.7.4 No. 11 and No. 13 Steam Mill Street (Lots 56 and 57) 
 
3.7.4.1 Introduction 
Houses 11 and 13 are discussed together, like Houses 7 and 9, their histories are linked through 
ownership and development until the end of the century.  For detailed ownership and occupation 
see Vol 5, Appendix 5.2.  For detailed site plans see Figure 3.7.30, and Volume 4: Plans 10.29 to 
10.34.   
 
3.7.4.2 First Owners 
Thomas Barker did not sell House 11 until 1852 and House 13 until 1856.  Both were purchased by 
Patrick Moroney, a horse dealer.  It is not clear if Moroney built the houses, but the price he paid 
for the properties, £54 for No. 11 and £73 15s for No. 13, would suggest that they were 
undeveloped at the time.  The Moroney family owned the two lots until 1883, and are thought to 
be responsible for much of the development and construction within these two properties. 
 


