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3.10 Living and Working at Murphy’s Wharf 1840s to 1900 
 
3.10.1 Introduction 
The land to the south of Thomas Barker’s mill was still part of Richard Brooks’ estate during its 
reclamation between the 1830s and 1850s (see Section 3.6.9).  During the 1840s, the land above 
the high water mark, bounded by Sussex and Liverpool Streets, and the former site of Brooks’ 
slaughterhouse and meat curing facility, was subdivided and sold-off for residential developments 
(Figure 3.10.1).  The large allotment of reclaimed land with wharf facilities to the west (then known 
as Flood’s Wharf and later as Union Wharf) was eventually put up for auction in 1855 (Figure 
3.10.1).1  The allotment (Area 7) was bought by James Murphy, a Sydney lime merchant, for a 
relatively large sum of £4,400.2  The wharf became known as Murphy’s Wharf and remained in the 
ownership of the Murphy family until resumption by the State government in 1900.    
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.1: Murphy’s Wharf (Area 7) located at the southern end of the Darling Quarter site and south of 

Barker’s mill in 1855, with several structures depicted and the former Brooks’ land subdivided and 
developed to the east of the area.  1855 plan, City of Sydney Archives, C&L additions.  

 
Murphy was already established on the property by the time he purchased it.  Its auction listing 
described the wharf as containing Murphy & Bradley’s store buildings, a four-roomed stone house 
occupied by John Hughes, and Hughes’ soap and candle manufactory.3  The property was divided 
into two long sections, both with wharf and harbour access.  The northern property had been 
leased to Hughes, who was listed in 1848 as occupying a house at the wharf and in 1855 at the time 
of sale (Vol 5, Appendix 5.2.2).4  The southern property along the Liverpool Street frontage 
contained the office, stores and yard of John Murphy & Co. who were lime, timber and coal 
merchants.  The northeast part of the wharf fronting Harbour Street was also separated after the 
1850s and later became associated with metal working.  This division of the wharf space remained 

                                                           
1 Casey & Lowe 2008b: 51; see also historical background in Vol 1, Section 2 of this report.  
2 Bk 41 No. 67 conveyance dated 30 November 1855 (L&PI), Appendix 5.2.1,    
3 Sydney Morning Herald 9 February 1855, p 7e. 
4 Rates Assessment Books, 1848; Sydney Morning Herald 9 February 1855, p 7e. 
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until after resumption and different companies, such as the Fresh Food & Ice Company and Bernard 
Byrnes Ltd leased various sections of Murphy’s Wharf toward the end of the 19th century.  
 
Between 1855 and 1865 several structures in the northern part of the wharf were demolished, and 
several new ones to the south constructed (compare Figure 3.10.1 and Figure 3.10.2).  The 
references in the records to the ‘house’ at Murphy’s Wharf continued until the later 1870s (Vol 5, 
Appendix 5.2).5  By the time the 1880 plan had been produced, the site had been further developed 
and many more structures were built (Figure 3.10.2).  These were identified as sheds, stables and a 
cart house.  No residential buildings are shown at the wharf on this plan.  The northeast part of the 
area was leased to Charles Biggs in the late 1870s who established an iron foundry (Vol 5, Appendix 
5.2).6  This later became a cobalt smelting works (Vol 1, Section 2: Figure 2.22).  By 1880, the 
northern part of the wharf was leased to the Fresh Food & Ice Company, who conducted a delivery 
service supplying milk, ice, butter and other perishable goods to the Sydney market.  The Fresh 
Food & Ice Company remained at the site until the 1980s.  By the end of the 19th century, the 
southern part of the wharf had been renamed Byrnes’ Wharf and Bernard Byrnes Ltd was operating 
a coal depot from the property.  Byrnes also continued his business from the wharf after 
resumption.  However, in 1918 it was vested in the Railway Commissioners and by the mid-1920s 
following a substantial reclamation project, it became part of the Darling Harbour Goods Yard.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.2: The 1865 (top) shows several structures within the yard area back from the wharf frontage.  

By 1880 (below) more buildings, annotated as sheds, stables and a cart house, had been 
constructed.  City of Sydney Archives, C&L additions.    

                                                           
5 Rates Assessments Books.  The occupant of the house is unclear.  Further research may clarify the occupancy between 
1855 and the 1870s.   
6 Rates Assessments Books, 1877, 1880. 
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3.10.2 Archaeological Evidence 
Part of Murphy’s Wharf (Area 7) was within the basement excavation area (Figure 3.10.3).  The 
former wharf frontage is outside the western site boundary and below what is now Tumbalong 
Park.  Most of the site of the iron foundry is located outside the eastern site boundary.  Late 20th-
century disturbance and construction-related restrictions further reduced the Murphy’s Wharf 
archaeological excavation area available within the basement (Figure 3.1.3).7  Evidence for the 
residential occupation of the wharf and its use as a commercial premises involved in import and 
distribution of goods/products was found in Area 7.  The analysis of the faunal remains from the 
area provided some limited evidence for noxious industry in the area, such as the soap and candle 
manufactory listed at the wharf in the late 1840s.   
 
Archaeological remains of several structures in the northern part of the wharf were recorded during 
the basement works.  These included the remains of the residential house or cottage that later 
became a workshop or store within the wharf complex.  Along the northern boundary fence with 
Barker’s property were the scant remains of a couple of the shed-like buildings depicted from 1855.  
Several yard surfaces, and later resurfacing and levelling with industrial waste attested to the area’s 
proximity to the iron works.   
 
Mostly the archaeological remains were associated with the site’s long use as a depot or yard for 
goods brought to and distributed from the wharf.  However, several occupation-related deposits 
from the cottage, verandah and a cesspit contained artefacts relating to the residential occupation 
at the wharf, attesting to the wharf’s dual function as a residence as well as working place.  These 
deposits also contained artefacts related to building’s adaptation and reuse for later 19th-century 
commercial activity at the wharf.  A detailed description of all the archaeological features and fills 
associated with Murphy’s Wharf and after its resumption is presented as Phases 6 to 9 in the Area 7 
Trench Report (Vol 2, Section 7.3) and in Plans 10.19 to 10.28 (Vol 4, Section 10).   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.3: Detail of part of Murphy’s Wharf (Area 7) archaeologically excavated (shaded grey) and 

within the basement (purple outline), using the 1855 plan as the background.  The dashed orange 
outline indicates the extent of Trench A where 20th-century disturbance had removed the post-
1850s archaeology.  City of Sydney Archives, Cryerhall additions.    

                                                           
7 The contaminated area was not archaeologically investigated.  The 20th-century disturbances removed the post-1850s 
archaeology but became ‘Trench A’ and revealed archaeological remains of the original foreshore and subsequent use and 
reclamation.  The southern part of Murphy’s Wharf was impacted upon by 1980s redevelopment works.  The remaining 
southern extent was not accessible during the excavation as a platform had to remain in situ for the piling rigs.   



582 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe Archaeological Investigation 2008-2010 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

 
Figure 3.10.4: Extract from the detailed plan Vol 4: Plan 10.17 in, with annotations.  This plan shows the 

archaeological remains of several structures and features associated with post-reclamation 
development of Murphy’s Wharf from the 1850s to the late 1870s.     
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3.10.3 The Late 1840s Cottage  
A rectangular structure along the northern side was located within the central area of the northern 
section of Murphy’s Wharf on the 1855 and 1865 plans (Figure 3.10.5, Figure 3.10.2).  The remains 
consisted of sandstone footings, a verandah structure, mixed occupation deposits and later flooring 
evidence, dating between 1850s and 1880s (Figure 3.10.6; Vol 4: Plans 10.19, 10.20).  The building 
was constructed after the second phase of reclamation that created ‘Flood’s Wharf’ by the mid 
1840s and survived in some form until it was replaced with a large structure associated with the 
Fresh Food & Ice Company in the early 20th century.  The artefacts from the occupation deposits 
confirm that this was at one time a residential house, and therefore almost certainly was the one 
referred to in the records as being occupied by John Hughes between 1848 and 1855, and then 
probably by a member of the Murphy family until the c.1870s.  The residential occupation ended by 
the late 1870s and the structure was modified and re-used within the wharf complex.  Also present 
in the artefact assemblage, from both phases of use, were work-related items.   

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.10.5: The residential building with 
verandah located in the centre of the wharf on 
the 1855 plan (green arrow).  City of Sydney 
Archives, C&L additions.   

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.10.6: Detail from Vol 4: Plan 10.20, with the structural remains and occupation deposits of the late 
1840s cottage highlighted.    
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3.10.3.1 Footings and Verandah  
The footings (contexts 7938, 7939, 7958) for the structure (context 8098) lay directly on the flat 
ground level (RL c.1.2m) created following two quick successive phases of reclamation in the 1830s 
and 1840s (see Section 3.6.9).  The footings were constructed with irregular roughly cut and rubble 
sandstone and bonded with a buff-coloured sand and shell mortar (Figure 3.10.7).  Up to three 
courses survived with a maximum height of 550mm (Figure 3.10.8).  The walls were not wide, being 
between 300mm and 400mm in width.  Overall the footings created a rectangular internal space 
that measured 10.3m by 3.6m (roughly 34 feet by 12 inches).   
 
The house is described as a stone house with four rooms in 1855 when it is listed as part of the 
auction notice.8  The remains indicate that it was a two-storey building with two rooms on each 
floor.  Within the building was a centrally located collection of sandstone, sandstock brick rubble 
and timber elements adjacent to the southern wall (Figure 3.10.6, Figure 3.10.9).  These remains 
divided the ground floor of the building in two and appeared to be the footings for a fireplace.  The 
fireplace remains consisted of some sandstone blocks and a short length of timber beam in a 
rectangular configuration.  The internal space was filled with sandstone and sandstock brick rubble 
with a clay-rich packing fill.  Patches of buff-coloured sand and shell mortar were also noted within 
the packing fill.  The dimensions of the area were 3.3m by 2m and this represented the footings for 
two fireplaces back-to-back, indicating that there was a centrally located chimney within the 
building.   
 
On the external northern side of the building were structural remains of a timber verandah 
consisting of several postholes, short timber base-plates and later-phased brick piers (Figure 
3.10.6).  The remains suggest that the timber verandah structure was a single storey and probably 
not well-built as it required several repairs during its c.20 year life-span.  The postholes were 
shallow, and as they were small would have accommodated a narrow post.  Along the outer 
alignment of verandah postholes on the eastern end were a number of short timber pieces.  These 
appeared to have been props for timber posts in lieu of postholes.  Posthole re-cuts and two 
machine-made shale brick piers attest to later repairs to the verandah structure.  By the late 1870s, 
the timber verandah had been removed and the structure modified and incorporated into a larger 
building, depicted on the 1880 plan (Figure 3.10.2).9   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.10.7: Detail of a wall 
footing showing it was constructed 
using mostly rubble sandstone.  
View to the south.  Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
  

                                                           
8 Bk 41 No.67 conveyance dated November 1855 (L&PI). 
9 Dusting 2009: 91-93, Vol 2, Section 7.3 for details of the various later-phased structural remains and modifications.  
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Figure 3.10.8: Remains of the cottage during excavation.  The wall footings survived to a maximum of three 

courses.  View to the northeast.  Scale 1m.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.9: Remains of the eastern fireplace built in sandstone blocks, a short timber beam with 

sandstock brick and sandstone rubble packing.  View to the west.  Scale 1m.   
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3.10.3.2 Occupation Deposits 
Within the main building were the remains of three mixed occupation-related deposits containing 
artefacts relating to the use of the building between the late 1840s and until about the 1880s, first 
as a residential dwelling, and then as a workshop or other commercial-related building (the 
artefacts are discussed below in Sections 3.10.3.5 and 3.10.3.6).  Though formal evidence for the 
room division did not survive due to modern truncations, the occupation material was separated 
into the east room and the west room.  The first level of occupation-related material (context 8004) 
in the east room was found overlying the compacted surface of the levelling fills that formed the 
general ground level following reclamation.  The occupation material consisted of up to 35mm of 
mid grey silty sand and contained fragments of bone, brick, window glass, fragments of shell sand 
mortar, shell, glass beads, marbles, a bone button, trade tokens, nails and slate (Figure 3.10.10).10  
This material was likely mixed with and contaminated by the later deposit or fill (context 7981).  
This later material was up to 80mm in depth and was a grey friable silty sand deposit with shrub or 
tree roots throughout.  Context 7981 also contained fragments of ceramics, glass, leather, metal, 
shell, slate, bone and a token.  
 
In the west room the occupation material (context 8114) was a grey clay layer with areas of black 
staining and was likely to represent a mixture of the last of the pre-construction levelling fills and 
the overlying deposit or fill (context 8099) (Figure 3.10.11).  In this room, the lowest deposit 
displayed a high level of bioturbation and some ferrous staining.  It was up to 100mm in depth and 
contained timber floorboards, window glass, bottle glass, sandstone fragments and pieces of 
sandstock brick.  This deposit was disturbed and mixed as a result of modifications in the late 1870s.    
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.10: Remains of the underfloor deposit in the east room.  In the foreground are the timber 

elements of the fireplace footing.  View to the east.  Scale 1m.    

                                                           
10 For detailed information regarding the artefacts from all occupation deposits see Artefact Overview (Vol 1, Section 4), 
Specialists Reports (Vol 3), and artefact catalogue (Vol 6).   
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Figure 3.10.11: Footings of the western side of the stone-built cottage (context 8098) with the remains of 

the occupation deposit (context 8114) and flooring.  View to the east.  Scale 1m.   

 
3.10.3.3 Under-Verandah Deposit 
There were two levels of deposits below the verandah and abutting the northern footing of the 
house.  Overlying the initial yard surface was an 80mm deep deposit of pale brown sandy silt with 
inclusions of bone, shell, ceramics, glass, leather, metal and shell (context 8043).  Above this was 
another deposit containing numerous artefacts (context 7987).  Up to 250mm in depth, this was a 
homogenous sandy deposit with a notably large proportion of glass bottles (Figure 3.10.12, Figure 
3.10.13).11  It also contained fragments of ceramics, iron, leather, slate, oyster shell and a trade 
token.  The composition and artefact positioning against the wall footing suggests this was material 
that was swept or dumped under the verandah during the occupancy of the house.  The range of 
artefacts (discussed in detail in Vol 1, Section 4) relate to domestic occupation of the building in the 
mid to late 19th century.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.10.12: 
Bottle-rich deposit 
(7987) under the 
verandah dumped 
against the northern 
wall footing.  View 
to the east.  Scale 
1m.   

                                                           
11 Glass Report,  Jeanne Harris 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.3. 
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Figure 3.10.13: Dumps of bottles (7987) below the verandah of the northern façade of the stone cottage.  

The timber on the right of the photo marks the outer extent of the verandah.  View to the west.  
Scale 1m.   

 
 
3.10.3.4 Re-Use from the 1870s 
By the late 1870s the residential phase of this building ceased and the structure modified as on the 
1880 plan it is recorded as a timber building (previously stone building) joined to a much longer 
building to the west, recorded as a cart house (Figure 3.10.2).  This redevelopment was associated 
with the Fresh Food & Ice Company who established their business in the northern section of 
Murphy’s Wharf at this time.  The archaeological evidence suggests that the demolition of the 
earlier stone house was perhaps only partial, with elements incorporated into the new extended 
timber structure.  The earlier phase of occupation deposits within the building footprint were 
sealed by extensive fills (context 7953 in the east room and context 8099 in the west room).  In the 
east room the fill (context 7593) consisted of up to 150mm of friable black clayey silt with high 
concentration of charcoal and moderate frequency of slag nodules (Figure 3.10.14).  There were 
numerous timber floorboard fragments and several potential joist remains within the deposit.  
Several artefacts associated with horse trappings, such as leather halter, bridle and belt fragments, 
were found in this fill.12   
 
In the west room, the fill (context 8099) was different, dark grey to black silt with frequent soot, 
charcoal and clay inclusions.  This material was also very humic and was up to 90mm in depth.  
Evidence of the later flooring consisting of fragments of tongue-and-groove floorboards, was also 
found within the fill.  The artefacts from this room included fragments of textiles, window glass, 
bottle glass, ceramics, nails and occasional sandstock brick fragments.  The fills in both rooms 
consisted of quite mixed materials.  They were brought in to level and fill in the previous underfloor 
space prior to the new floor structure being installed, and also prior to the subsequent build up of 

                                                           
12 See Artefact Overview (Vol 1, Section 4), Miscellaneous report (Vol 3, Section 8.2), and catalogue (Vol 6) for details of 
the artefacts from this phase of re-use.   
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occupation deposit during the late 19th century.  The fills may also contain accumulated material 
from earlier floor structures.  This later phase of occupation contained a mix of both domestic and 
industry-related artefacts which are discussed below.  
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.14: The last fill (context 7593) within the structure contained a mix of domestic and industry-

related artefacts, with a high frequency of industrial waste material and the remains of a tongue-
and-groove floor structure.  This material relates to the post-1870 use of the building when it was 
no longer a domestic dwelling.  View to the east.  Scale 1m.   

 
 
3.10.3.5 Domestic and Work-Related Artefacts from the Occupation Deposits and Fills13  
The occupation-related deposits associated with the house include the three contexts within the 
building (contexts 8004, 7981 and 8114) and two beneath the verandah (contexts 8043 and 7987).  
The deposits within the cottage were disturbed by later activity and likely mixed with later 
fills/deposits associated with the buildings re-use after the 1870s (contexts 7953 and 8099).  
Though disturbed, the artefacts do confirm the residential nature of the building between the late 
1840s and 1870s.  There are also artefacts relating to industrial or commercial activity from these 
deposits.  After the 1870s, the fills sealing the domestic-related deposits contained both domestic 
and industry-related artefacts, though with a higher proportion of the latter than the earlier phased 
contexts.   
 
Domestic-Related Artefacts 
The artefacts from the three earlier contexts within the main structure contained a wide-range 
range of items associated with the building’s domestic occupation and use.  However, as these 
deposits were disturbed, the material was not excavated in a grid pattern and spatial analysis was 

                                                           
13 This section includes analysis undertaken by Rowan Ward for the Artefact Overview, Vol 1, Section 4 of this report.   
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not undertaken.  The occupation deposits from the east room serve as an example of the types of 
domestic-associated artefacts found (contexts 8004 and 7981).  The artefacts from context 8004 
were quite mixed, as both occupation-related material and items associated with the demolition or 
modifications to the building in the later 19th century, such as nails and window glass were 
represented in the assemblage.14   
 
Other small items commonly identified in underfloor occupation deposits were present. These are 
indicative of a familial environment, such as buttons, beads and marbles, as well as fragments 
identified as items of cutlery, plates, saucers, ewer and wash basin (Figure 3.10.15).15  The date 
ranges of the artefacts in context 8004 are very broad.  The manufacture of some items began at 
the very start of the 19th century and others continuing production into the 20th century.  The 
items recovered in context 7981, although fewer in number, are not as mixed as those from 8004.  
Perhaps indicating a slightly more homogeneous underfloor, and with a date range that is more 
indicative of deposition occurring during the 1860s to 1900 (Phase 7).16 
 
A number of items recovered from both underfloor deposits are of interest within the household 
environment, including identified transfer-printed ceramic patterns, local trade tokens, and items 
that specifically associated with children and in particular point to the assemblages belonging to a 
familial environs.17  Of particular note are the three Australian trade tokens (Figure 3.10.16).  All 
three tokens were made by an English firm, Heaton & Sons, of Birmingham, for businesses in 
Sydney (Cat #80522) and Melbourne (Cat #80523, #80516), with the two tokens recovered in 
context 8004 dating from 1857 and the one in context 7981 dating from 1858.  The two Melbourne 
tokens were for the same business, Hide & de Carle, grocers and wine merchants, based in Elizabeth 
Street, Melbourne, and the Sydney token was for Smith, Peate & Co, grocers, tea sellers and 
merchants, based in George Street.18   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.10.15: Buttons are typically found in 
association with domestic occupation.  These 
examples were found within the occupation-
related deposit 8004. Top: porcelain 4-hole 
sunkeneye bevelled border (#80538, face and 
back). Bottom: glass/copper alloy mounted 
waistcoat button (#80540, face and back).  Scale 
gradations 1cm.   

  

                                                           
14 See Table 52, Artefact Overview; Robyn Stocks Miscellaneous Report, Vol 3, Section 8.2. 
15 Artefact Overview, Section 4.  
16 See Table 52, Artefact Overview. 
17 For details of the transfer print ceramics and other artefacts see Artefact Overview, Vol 1, Section 4. 
18 See also Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2 for information on trade tokens.  The relevant section of this report was not 
available at the time of writing.   
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Figure 3.10.16: Trade tokens from the occupation deposits associated with the late 1840s to 1870s house at 

Murphy’s Wharf. Top row: halfpenny Hide & de Carte, Melbourne 1858 (7981/#80516), halfpenny 
Smith, Peate & Co, Sydney (8004/#80522). Bottom row:  penny Iredale & Co, Sydney 1820 
(7987/#80514), penny Mulligan Rockhampton 1863 (7987/#80515), penny Hide & de Carte, 
Melbourne 1857 (8004/#80523).  Gallery2.  Scale 10cm.  

 
 

The deposits below the verandah were a mix of accumulated material from sweep-outs and 
dumped household rubbish (context 8043 and 7987).  As with the artefacts from the underfloor, the 
under-verandah artefacts also have a broad date range and are also indicative of domestic refuse.  
The majority of the artefacts from these two deposits were associated with activities that generally 
took place within a domestic sphere, including the consumption of beverages (beer/wine bottles, 
beverage bottle, gin/schnapps), the storage, serving and consumption of food (bottles, jars, 
platters, plates, cups, egg cups, saucers, small plates, teapot, tureen), writing (slate pencil), 
decoration (figurines, vase), clothing (shoes/boots), personal hygiene (ointment/toothpaste jar, 
poes, washbasin), smoking (pipe) and children’s games, toys and education (ball, domino, marbles, 
slate pencils).19   
 
There was a much higher percentage of glass bottles from under the verandah than other contexts 
associated with the occupation of the building.20  The majority (58%) of these were alcohol bottles 
for wine or beer, as well as champagne and gin or schnapps, and with a date range of 1850 to 
1870.21  There were also a number of condiment bottles, some tableware items (Figure 3.10.17) 
and a lavender water bottle advertised in the mid 19th century as perfume for handkerchiefs, and 
therefore was a product associated with women, and also used for headaches.  There were also 
pharmacy-related glass items; a bottle from John Watson who was a Sydney compounding chemist, 
a rod stirrer and two cylindrical vials, which might also be from a compounding chemist.22  
 

                                                           
19 Artefact Overview, Section 4. 
20 See Harris 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.3 for further details on the glass from this deposit.   
21 Harris 2010: 18-19, Vol 3, Section 8.3.  
22 Harris 2010: 19, Vol 3, Section 8.3.   
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There were two trade tokens from the under-verandah deposits.  These were made in England for 
Australian businesses, a Sydney one dated between 1854 and 1857 (cat #80514), and another from 
Queensland dated 1863 (cat #80515).  The Sydney token was for use at Iredale & Co, iron 
merchants and general ironmongers, with the Queensland one for a company called D.T. Mulligan, 
in Rockhampton (Figure 3.10.16).23   
 
 

Figure 3.10.17: Examples of glass artefacts from below the verandah (context 7987). Top left: salt #75357; 
bottom left: rod stirrer #75364. Right: oil/vinegar bottle #75391.  Gallery2.  Scales as indicated.   

 
 
Items associated with children were also present inside the house and under the verandah.  In 
context 8004 nine items toys were found, all marbles, either limestone (cat #80527) or glass (cat 
#80528-#80532), with all noted as having battering marks, indicating that they were played with 
prior to being lost (Figure 3.10.18).24  A small bone handle from a child’s knife or fork was also 
identified (cat #80525), with one face engraved with “FOR A GOOD GIRL” on a banner, indicating 
that it was a gift (Figure 3.10.19).25  From under the verandah, the children-related items were also 
associated with games or toys.  These were a rubber ball (cat #69691), a bone domino (cat #80506), 
a small porcelain doll (cat #80510) and three marbles, either limestone (cat #80507, #80508) or 

                                                           
23 Though not available at the time of writing, more in-depth information on trade tokens is available in Stocks 2013, Vol 
3, Section 8.2.  
24 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2, and Casey & Lowe artefact database. 
25 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2.  
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porcelain (cat #80509), with the marbles noted as having battering marks, indicating that they were 
played with prior to being lost.26 
 
The animal bone and shell collection, though relatively small, were also indicative of a residential 
context and may have represented domestic waste.27  The animal bone comprised mostly of cattle 
and sheep, but also chicken, pig, bird and dog.  The small amount of shell consisted of Sydney rock 
oyster; a common food in 19th-century Sydney.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.18: Children’s toys from Area 7.  The arrows indicate the items from the occupation deposits of 

the cottage. Child recreation objects from Areas 6 and 7. Top row: bone domino (7987/#80506), 
porcelain tea set cup (8201/#80385), porcelain doll (7987/#80510), bone domino (7925/#80475). 
Middle row: glass, carnelian, limestone & stoneware marbles (8201/#80387, 8301/#80439, 
8308/#80362, 8345/#80372; 8097/#80565, 7950/#80488). Bottom row: limestone & hand-made 
glass marbles (8004/#80527-80532).  1cm scale divisions.  Gallery2. 

  

                                                           
26 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2. 
27 Fillios 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.4 and Carter 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.5. 
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Figure 3.10.19: Small bone handle from a child’s piece of cutlery with engraved face “FOR A GOOD GIRL” 
from underfloor context 8004 at top of picture (#80525). Below is rectangular bevelled knife or 
fork handle (8004/#80526). Rectangular hexagonal knife or fork handle (8090/#80563) at bottom. 
Gallery2.  Scale 10cm.   

 
 
Work-Related Artefacts 
Artefacts from the occupation deposits associated with the house also contained items that are 
more likely to be associated with a workplace environment.  This is to be expected as the house was 
located within Murphy’s wharf site and the occupant was more than likely a member of the Murphy 
family who also worked at the site, from the 1850s to the 1870s.  Work-related items include the 
Iredale & Co. ironmongers trade token from under the verandah (Figure 3.10.16).  Also present in 
the occupation deposits were ship parts (step bracket, rollock bracket) and tools (machine handle, 
file, hammer) (Figure 3.10.20).  A rollock is the swivelling device that holds the oar in place on a 
boat, with this particular one identified as being for a small boat (#69137).28  Other potential work-
related items were the metal nails, spikes and bolts found within the contexts, though these may 
also relate to alterations or the demolition of the building.  
  

                                                           
28 Casey & Lowe artefact database. 
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Figure 3.10.20: Tools from the under-verandah deposit context 7987. Top: iron/steel hammer #69121. 
Bottom: flat file #69096.  S. Kuiters.  Scale 10cm.  

 
 
3.10.3.6 Work-Related Artefacts from the post-1870s Contexts 
The residential phase of the building ceased from the late 1870s when the site was redeveloped for 
the Fresh Food & Ice Company.  The house was modified, perhaps partially demolished, and a large 
cart house was built beside it and to the west.  Potentially, a doorway between the cart house and 
the building was created (see Section 3.10.9).  This relationship may be supported by the range of 
horse-related artefacts from the fills and later deposits from within the new building (contexts 7953 
and 8099).  While domestic-related artefacts were still present in the assemblage there was a 
notable increase in the work-related and demolition items.  The mixed nature of artefact types is 
due to the material being a fill within the floor space of the structure rather than an underfloor 
deposit, and disturbance caused by the later phases of alterations and demolition.  The artefact 
date range does support the late 19th-century date for these fills.   
 
Work-Related Artefacts 
Thirty-three per cent of items within the fill of the east room floor space were associated with horse 
trappings.29  These 18 items were buckles (6), harness ring (1), saddle (2) and straps (9) (Figure 
3.10.21, Figure 3.10.22).  The leather saddles and straps are all identified as off cuts, suggesting 
leatherworking by a saddler.30  These 18 horse-related items support the interpretation that the 
building was remodelled and potentially joined with the cart house (see Section 3.10.9).  Another 
item that may be associated with horses, in regards to leather upkeep, is the salt-glazed stoneware 
blacking bottle, identified here initially within the general function of household (cat #58163).31  In 
the west room the same mix of domestic and horse-related artefacts was noted (from context 
8099) (Figure 3.10.23).  There were 12 items identified specifically with horses and leatherworking 
by a saddler; buckles (4), harness ring (1), saddle (1) and straps (6).32   

                                                           
29 Artefact Overview, Vol 1, Section 4. 
30 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2. 
31 Artefact Overview, Vol 1, Section 4. 
32 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2. 
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Figure 3.10.21: Buckles from post-1870s deposits within the new building. Copper alloy square and 
rectangular horse buckle frames from context 7953. Pins are missing or were never there. Far left 
top and bottom: #80494 (2). Mid left top and bottom: #80495 (2). Mid right: #80496. Far right: 
#80497.  Gallery2.  Scale 10cm. 

 
 

Figure 3.10.22: Leather horse straps, belts and saddle fragments from the post-1870s context 7953 that 
were associated with the work of a saddler. Top left: straps #8264 (3); mid left: straps #8258 (3); 
bottom left & middle straps #8257 (3). Top middle: saddle fragments #8563 (upper) and #8262 
(lower); middle: straps with buckles #8260 (3). Top right: straps #8261 (7); mid right: straps #8266 
(2); bottom right: strap #8265.  S. Kuiters.  Scale 10cm.  
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Figure 3.10.23: Leather horse straps and saddle fragments from 8099.  Clockwise from top left: horse strap 
fragments (3) #8320, horse straps fragments (4) #8317, saddle fragments #8314 (2), horse strap 
fragments #8316 (3), and horse strap fragments #8315 (2).  S. Kuiters.  Scale 10cm. 

 
 
Horses were essential to the business operations of the Fresh Food & Ice Company.  Goods such as 
milk, butter, ice and other perishable goods were transported in bulk to its wharf and were then 
distributed and delivered around the city, via horse and cart.  The annotations on the 1880 plan 
(Figure 3.10.2) indicate that the majority of the buildings within the Fresh Food & Ice Company’s 
yard (part of Area 7 and Murphy’s Wharf) were associated with the accommodation of horses and 
carts.  These were an essential component of the operation of this type of business.  The presence 
of artefacts related to horses, horse-trappings and their upkeep provide additional information 
about the daily workings and organisation of this business in the late 19th century.  
 
3.10.4 Cesspit and Backfill 
Evidence for toilets servicing the occupants and workers at the wharves across the Darling Quarter 
site was limited (see Section 3.5.10.4).  The truncated remains of one cesspit (context 8036) were 
found within the excavated area of Murphy’s Wharf (Figure 3.10.24).  It was located just to the 
northeast of the cottage and within an ‘open yard’ (Figure 3.10.4; Vol 4: Plan 10.17).  The cesspit 
may have been timber-lined, though this was not possible to confirm due to later disturbances.  
There was also no surviving evidence for a superstructure such as postholes or footings.  The cesspit 
was roughly rectangular and measured 1.3m by 1.5m and was up to 850mm in depth.  The base of 
the cesspit was at RL 0.5m; the mean high tide level.  There was evidence of re-cutting events.   
 
At the base of the pit was a dark grey to black clayey silt (context 8037).  A sample from this 
material confirmed the cess content with the human waste indicator Cloacasporites.  The cesspit 
context and relative abundance of fungal spores and Cloacasporites are strong evidence that the 
cereal, cabbage-type (Brassicaceae) and melon family (Cucurbitaceae) pollens come from food.33  
The cereal pollens from this context are almost certainly from coarse bread and other cereal-based 

                                                           
33 Macphail 2010: 27, Vol 3, Section 8.6.   
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foods eaten by the workforce or residents at the wharf.34  Trace numbers of fern spores (bracken, 
rainbow-fern and coral-fern) suggest damp conditions within the privy.35  Bracken spores seem 
unusual in the context, but are likely to have come from bedding associated with the horses stabled 
at the wharf.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.24: Truncated remains of a timber-lined cesspit to the northeast of the cottage.  Scale 1m.   

 
 
3.10.4.1 Domestic and Work-Related Artefacts from the Cesspit 
The backfill of the cesspit (context 8037) contained a number of artefacts including whole bottles, 
dressed timbers and metals.  Overall the artefacts from the cesspit are indicative of general 
household rubbish with the majority of the artefacts identified with activities that generally take 
place within the domestic space, including the consumption of beverages, the storage, preparation, 
serving and consumption of food, household ornamentation, items from clothing and 
pharmaceutical items.  A number of fruit and vegetable seeds were found: grape, nectarine, 
pumpkin and coconut.  The faunal remains also indicated domestic-related consumption with the 
prime meat-bearing bones of sheep representing the majority of bone type.36   
 
The ceramic assemblage included a small plate and a saucer specifically associated with children 
(Figure 3.10.25).  The small plate features an embossed floral motif on its rim and a black transfer-
printed scene on the interior base features a scene of a family sitting around a table, including three 
children with their mother and father.  The text beneath the scene read, ‘RENT FREE THERE IS NO 

                                                           
34 Macphail 2010: 57, Vol 3, Section 8.6. 
35 Macphail 2010: 27, Vol 3, Section 8.6.  
36 Fillios 2010: 12, Vol 3, Section 8.4. 
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PLACE LIKE HOME’ (cat #59869).37  The saucer also features an embossed floral motif on its rim with 
a red transfer-printed scene on the interior base featuring two children in a garden with a large vase 
containing a leafy plant in the foreground (cat #59868).38   
 
The cesspit also contained work-related artefacts.  There were leather off cuts (belt and strap) and 
tools (axe, chisel and a wedge) (Figure 3.10.26).  The cess and domestic rubbish backfill, including 
some tools, provide evidence to link this cesspit with the residential building at the wharf between 
the 1850s and 1870s.  The cesspit was backfilled with industrial waste or boiler ash (context 8044).  
Overall the remains were suggestive of a rather informal or flimsy toilet that was not recorded on 
any available historic plan.  It was emptied regularly and demolished and backfilled by the late 
1870s, as on the 1880 plan there is a building located over it.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.25: Children’s plate (left) and saucer (right) from the cesspit backfill (context 8037). Left: 

#59869, right: 59868.  Gallery2.  Scale 10cm. 
  

                                                           
37 Ward 2011:254, Vol 3, Section 8.1.   
38 Ward 2011:255, Vol 3, Section 8.1.   
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Figure 3.10.26: Tools from the backfill of the cesspit (context 8037).  Top left: axe (#69198), top right: 

wedge (#69168), mid right: chisel (#69193), bottom: lever (#69169).  S. Kuiters.  Scale 10cm. 

 
 
3.10.5 A Male-Dominated Household? 
Analysis of the glass from the occupation deposits concluded that the assemblage lacked the 
diversity that typifies a residential setting and one possibility for this lack of diversity is that the 
assemblage was the result of a male-dominated household.39  The assemblage contains a large 
amount of alcohol and condiment bottles and a very small number of glass tableware or personal 
items more frequently associated with females, such as perfume bottles.  However, it would seem 
that this conclusion cannot be drawn from the ceramic or miscellaneous artefacts.  The types and 
range of ceramics from the occupation-related deposits (underfloor, under-verandah, cesspit 
backfill and mixed backfill within the building) appear typical of 19th-century domestic contexts 
with no obvious gender imbalance (Rowan Ward pers. comm.)  The presence of children, and 
therefore by association women, is attested by a number of marbles and toys for example in the 
miscellaneous assemblage.40  The inclusion of a number of tools and work-related items associated 
with traditionally male occupations may also be used to support the male-dominated household 
interpretation.  However, the occupants of the cottage, while not confirmed thorough historical 
research, were a family who lived and worked at the wharf.  Tools and other work-related items are 
therefore to be expected to be within this domestic assemblage. 
 
There are a number of things to consider before drawing conclusions regarding gender bias in the 
household.  The context type and method of deposition may influence the apparent lack of diversity 
in the glass assemblage.  For example, the majority of the glass assemblage came from below the 
verandah.  This material was household rubbish dumped out-of-sight but still above-ground under 
the verandah.  The selection of items to be disposed in this manner would surely be influenced by 
this locations close proximity to the house.  The status, wealth, and even perhaps ethnicity of the 
occupants may also be a factor.  Integrity and survival of the archaeological deposits also has an 
effect on diversity within the artefact assemblage.  In the case of Murphy’s Wharf there was a high 
degree of disturbance from later activity.  The method of excavation and collection of artefacts also 

                                                           
39 Harris 2010, Vol 3, Section 8.3.   
40 Stocks 2013, Vol 3, Section 8.2; Casey & Lowe artefact database.  Further analysis of the miscellaneous artefacts from 
these occupation-related deposits was not undertaken for this project.  There may be further analysis undertaken as part 
of a research project.   



601 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe Archaeological Investigation 2008-2010 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

creates a bias in the assemblage.  Due to this disturbance, the deposits were not excavated in a grid 
pattern or sieved.   
 
When all things are considered the archaeological evidence still indicates that household included 
more male occupants, reasons may be found in the house’s location within a working wharf.  Were 
other members of the workforce, assumedly male, living or staying at the house?  Further historical 
research, analysis of the assemblage from the occupation-related contexts and comparison with the 
assemblage from Steam Mill Street (Area 8) may provide further insight into the domestic situation 
and daily lives of the people who lived, and worked, at Murphy’s Wharf in the mid to late 19th 
century.   
 
3.10.6 Yard Surfaces late 1840s to 1870s 
Associated with the residential cottage was an extensive yard area and associated surfacing.  The 
yard was formed following reclamation and levelling in the 1830s and 1840s.  Further levelling and 
resurfacing occurred following the final reclamation phase in the early 1850s that created the Union 
Wharf that Murphy purchased in 1855.  The surfacing was a mixture of informal compacted fills and 
accumulations, and more formal crushed stone or brick surfacing material.  Several versions of the 
yard surface dating between the 1840s and the late 1870s were recorded, and these have been 
detailed in the Area 7 Trench Report (Vol 2, Section 7.3).  The finished ground level achieved 
following reclamation was at roughly RL 1.2m.  This was then increased to about RL 1.5m through 
re-levelling and surfacing between the 1840s and late 1870s.  This process was recorded across the 
entire reclaimed landform of the Darling Quarter site during these years.  
 
Located just to the north of cottage, the first yard surface was recorded as context 7988 (Figure 
3.10.27).  This consisted of a compacted crushed sandstone rubble and sand fill.  Above this dark 
grey (sooty) sandy silt accumulated.  Also associated with this yard surface was some sandstock 
brick edging that led northwards from the cottage verandah (Figure 3.10.6).  To the northeast of the 
cottage were the remains of a sandstock brick rubble yard surface (context 8040) (Figure 3.10.28). 
This represents a resurfacing event probably associated with the phase of redevelopment in the 
1870s.  It was located at roughly RL 1.5m and was laid over industrial waste levelling fills that sealed 
the earlier yard levels represented by context 7988.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.27: The first yard surface (7988) and accumulation associated with the wharf and cottage from 

the late 1840s to at least the 1860s.  The photo is taken looking north from the cottage.  Scale 1m.  

7988 
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Figure 3.10.28: Crushed and compacted sandstock brick rubble (8040) that formed the late 1870s yard 

surface in this part of the wharf.  View to the west.  Scale 1m.   

 
 
3.10.7 The 1850s Stables 
Located on the northern property boundary were the remains of a building with sandstone footings 
and flagging (context 8224) (Figure 3.10.29).  This building was contemporary with the stone 
residential cottage (context 8098) and was depicted in this location on the 1852 and 1855 plans, 
and pencilled in on the 1865 plan (Figure 3.10.30).  The building may have been demolished by the 
1860s and then replaced by 1880 with the two iron structures depicted on the 1880 plan (Figure 
3.10.30).  The high level of contamination in this part of the site hindered the archaeological 
investigation and the sequence of construction phases.  Therefore the use and demolition of this 
structure could not be fully investigated.  The remains suggest that the building was constructed 
just after the 1850s reclamation and perhaps functioned as a stables. This interpretation is 
supported by the identification of the replacement structure as a stables on the 1880 plan.  
 
The structural remains consisted of sandstone footings (context 8224) and timber base-plates 
(contexts 8220 and 8234) built against the boundary fence (context 8247) (Figure 3.10.31).  The 
remains represent the western end of the long building depicted on the historic plans.  The timber 
elements formed the north wall of the building.  These consisted of two long timber planks placed 
at ground level and separated by a posthole with sandstone rubble packing.  The planks contained 
rectangular slots placed at regular intervals (Figure 3.10.32).  It may be that these were re-used 
timbers, though it is more likely that the planks were base-plates and the slots were deliberate, and 
held the timber elements of the superstructure.  Each timber base-plate was around 3m in length 
(about 10 feet) and this measurement roughly corresponded to an internal room division formed 
between the sandstone footings (context 8224).  The timber wall elements appeared to have also 
been incorporated into the northern boundary fence.  
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Figure 3.10.29: Extract from Vol 4: Plan 10.20, showing the remains of the c.1850s located on the northern 
property boundary between Murphy’s Wharf and Barker’s mill.  
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Figure 3.10.30: Location of the building/stables (yellow arrow) on the 1855 plan (top).  The building was 

pencilled in on the 1865 plan (Middle), and appears to have been replaced with a similar structure 
on 1880 plan (bottom).  City of Sydney Archives, C&L additions.   
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The footing for the western end of the building survived as well as an internal wall footing.  The 
footings were constructed with roughly cut and irregular sandstone blocks with rubble infill and 
bonded with a mud mortar (Figure 3.10.33).  The footings were cut into the reclamation fills below 
the yard level and the western wall footing was four courses or 700mm in depth.  There was also 
evidence for timber elements of the structure with a posthole within the western wall footing at the 
southern end.  The width of the room created between the wall footings was roughly 3m (about 
10’).  Within this space, large sandstone flags once formed the floor (context 8386) (Figure 3.10.33).  
The sandstone paving survived best to the south of the room.  Here the floor level was recorded at 
roughly RL 1.5m and the surface of the stone displayed signs of wear.  The flagging was placed over 
a preparatory levelling fill consisting of sandstone rubble within a coarse-grained sandy matrix and 
extensive crushed shell inclusions (context 8362) (Figure 3.10.33).  To the east of this room were 
the remains of less formal sandstone paving. 
 
There were several deposits of material excavated in association with this structure (contexts 8219, 
8235 and 8221).  These contexts most likely represented later fills and levelling (1880s+) than the 
occupation of the 1850s building.  The contamination in the area prevented detailed excavation of 
these fills.  
 
Located on the outside of the building and against the boundary fence were the remains of a barrel 
deliberately placed into the ground (context 8365).  Leading to the barrel entrance was brick paving 
(Figure 3.10.34).  This feature was used to collect rain water from the building’s gutter system.  
Functioning like a brick-built cistern, the below-ground barrel used to store the water slowed the 
rate of evaporation and kept the water cool.  The barrel was traditionally-made, using wooden 
staves and metal hoops, in a convex shape or with a bulge in the middle.  The barrel opening was 
950mm (around 3 feet) in diameter and it had a timber base.  The barrel height was also 950mm.  
The sloping brick surface was constructed with sandstock brick fragments (mostly halves) laid within 
a timber frame and up to the barrel opening.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.31: The remains of the c.1850s building located on the northern property boundary.  The 

remains consisted of both sandstone footings and timber base-plates.  View to the southwest.  
Scale 1m.    
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Figure 3.10.32: Timber base-plate (context 8220) in the foreground with rectangular slots for elements of 

the timber superstructure.  View to the southeast.  Scale 1m. 

 
 

 
Figure 3.10.33: The sandstone footings of roughly-cut sandstone blocks and rubble infill.  Within the room 

created between the two footings were large sandstone flags (yellow arrows).  Less formal 
sandstone paving existed in the room to the east (left of photo yellow arrow).  These were set on 
sandstone rubble fill (red arrow).  View to the south.  Scale 1m.  
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Figure 3.10.34: Barrel cistern and brick paving (context 8365) located on the boundary fence outside the 

northwest corner of the building.  The barrel was designed to collect water from the gutter system.  
View to the north.  Scale 300mm. 

 
 
3.10.8 1860s Shed 
On the northern property boundary, the scant remains of a structure depicted for the first and only 
time on the 1865 plan were recorded (Figure 3.10.35).  The function of the structure is unknown, 
but the archaeological remains suggest a fairly insubstantial timber shed-like building.  The remains 
consisted of linear arrangements of postholes and slots within the yard level, located against the 
boundary fence (Figure 3.10.36).  The remains of this structure were later truncated by the 
postholes for a long stables depicted on the 1880 plan.   
 
A single north-south alignment of slots with a posthole at either end formed the most convincing 
evidence for a wall of the shed structure.  The postholes were sub-rectangular and contained 
evidence for a milled-timber post, rectangular in section and measuring just 100mm by 80mm.  In 
fact, several examples of such timber posts were evident in the immediate area of the wall that may 
be evidence for repair to the structure over its short lifespan (Figure 3.10.36).  The walls of the shed 
appeared to be constructed with split logs.  This is also known as a ‘slab wall’ and the archaeological 
remains generally, as is the case with this example, consist of crescent-shaped slots in the ground 
(Figure 3.10.37).  Though remains of the other walls and structural elements were not present, an 
internal surfacing material provided an illustration of its footprint (Figure 3.10.36).  The surfacing 
material was informal, in keeping with the surrounding yard area at the time, and consisted of 
compacted crushed sandstone fragments and sand.   
 
This shed-like structure was built around the 1860s and was demolished by the late 1870s.  Its 
location just to the north of the cottage would suggest that the use of the two buildings were 
closely associated.    
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Figure 3.10.35: Location of the shed on the 1865 plan (yellow arrow).  City of Sydney Archives, C&L 

additions.  

 
 

 
Figure 3.10.36: Postholes (yellow arrows) and slots (red arrow) that formed the archaeological remains of 

the structure (dashed white line) depicted on the 1865 plan to the north of the cottage and on the 
northern boundary of the wharf.  The green arrows point to post-1870s postholes associated with 
the long stables depicted on the 1880 plan.  View to the north.  Scale 1m.   

  

surface 
surface 
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Figure 3.10.37: Detail of slab wall (context 8326) showing crescent-shaped slots created after the removal 

of the split timbers that formed the wall.  Details of the compacted surface material are also clear 
in this photo. View to the east.  Scale 1m. 

 
 
3.10.9 1870s Cart House 
During the redevelopment of Murphy’s Wharf area in the 1870s, several new buildings were 
created and others extended or modified.  This is depicted on the 1880 plan and the northern 
section of the wharf is identified as being associated with the Fresh Food & Ice Company (Figure 
3.10.38).  Constructed to the west of the former stone residential cottage was a long ‘cart house’ 
(Figure 3.10.38).  The remains of the eastern end of this building were within the basement.  Built 
against the western side of the former residential cottage, the structural remains consisted of 
several cement-like pads, three stone post-bases (context 8096) and an interior surface preparatory 
material consisting of sandstone rubble (context 8093) (Figure 3.10.4, Figure 3.10.39).   
 
The large structure was depicted as a timber building on the 1880 plan and this is confirmed in the 
archaeological record.  The cement-like pads were used to support posts for a timber-frame 
superstructure.  The stone bases were rectangular sandstone blocks, about 650mm by 350mm, 
which a rectangular cut in the centre, measuring about 150mm by 50mm.  These were interpreted 
as door jambs as two located on the north wall were 3m apart (about 10 feet) and appeared to be 
an appropriately sized opening through which a cart and horse could pass.  The third stone base 
was located at the southeast corner of the building and may be part of a new entrance to the 
modified former residential cottage (context 8098) to the east.  Within the cart house, a compacted 
sandstone rubble fill was deposited to create a firm base for the floor level (which did not survive).  
The eastern side of the rubble was formed into a linear arrangement that would have provided a 
footing for a light-weight wall, probably constructed from timber (Figure 3.10.4).   
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Figure 3.10.38: Location of the cart house on the 1880 plan (red arrow).  The eastern end of this building 
was within the basement excavation area.  City of Sydney Archives, C&L additions.   

 
 

 
Figure 3.10.39: Remains of the cart house that was constructed to the west of the former residential 

cottage during redevelopment in the late 1870s.  The yellow arrows point to the sandstone post-
bases that may have supported a doorway structure.  The rubble fill within the building formed the 
foundation material for the flooring.  The outer edge of the rubble was formed into a ‘footing’ for a 
timber superstructure.  View to the south.  Scale 1m.   
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3.10.10 Influence of Heavy Industry at Murphy’s Wharf 
Murphy’s Wharf continued to be associated with commercial rather than industrial activity from the 
1850s into the late 20th-century redevelopments.  The space was used as a yard or depot for the 
various companies involved with bulk importation via the harbour and distribution around the city; 
such as John Murphy & Co. (coal and timber), the Fresh Food & Ice Company (produce and ice) and 
Bernard Byrnes Ltd (coal).  The archaeological remains attest to this land usage, with evidence for 
vast yard spaces, stables, sheds, commercial-related artefacts and various horse-trappings.  
However, industrial sites were located not far from the yard.  To the north was the large PN Russell 
& Co. engineering works and just to the east of Murphy’s Wharf was Bigg’s iron foundry, later a 
cobalt smelting works (Figure 3.8.3 in Section 3.8).   
 
Evidence of the increased industrialisation of Darling Harbour and the influence of near-by heavy 
industries on Murphy’s Wharf was recorded in the later phases of archaeological activity.  As with 
the other yards within the Darling Quarter site, industrial waste from foundries and boiler ash from 
other industrial processes and incinerators was used to level, consolidate and resurface the yards, 
especially above the reclaimed landforms.  Levelling fills used at Murphy’s Wharf from the 1880s 
were predominantly industrial waste material consisting of layers of clinkers, coal, coke, slag 
nodules, ash and cinders (Figure 3.10.40).  This type of material was also used to backfill and level 
within the footings of the former residential cottage during various modifications to the structure in 
the late 19th and 20th centuries.  The narrow yard leading to the wharf between the stables and 
cart house of the Fresh Food & Ice Company in the later 19th century was resurfaced with a 
hardened ferrous material, likely sourced from the neighbouring foundry, and mixed with cobbles 
over sooty industrial waste levelling fills (contexts 7942 and 7948) (Figure 3.10.41).   
 
 

 
Figure 3.10.40: Layers of post-1870s industrial waste used as levelling fills (red bracket) over the first yard 

surfaces following the completion of reclamation by the early 1850s.  The yellow arrow points to 
the late 19th-century hard metal and cobble yard surface.  View to the west.  Scale 1m.   
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Figure 3.10.41: Compact ferrous material and cobble yard surface was laid over industrial waste fills in the 

later 19th century in the Fresh Food & Ice Company’s yard (Murphy’s Wharf).  View to the south.  
Scale 1m.   

 
 
3.10.11 Evidence of Noxious Industry 
Noxious trades, such as tanning, slaughtering, soap and candle manufacturing were located around 
Darling Harbour, especially the southern end, in the first half of the 19th century.  This part of the 
Darling Quarter site (Area 7) had an initial association with the noxious trades between the 1820s 
and the 1850s.  In the 1820s and 1830s, prior to reclamation and ownership by Murphy, this area 
(Area 7) was associated with meat processing; being the location of Brooks’ slaughterhouse and 
meat-curing facility.  A soap and candle manufactory was listed as part of the wharf when it was 
sold to Murphy in 1855.  It was owned by John (or Robert?) Hughes and was likely located within 
the collection of buildings at the eastern end of the wharf that were later to become Biggs’ iron 
foundry.   
 
As with the other noxious trades, soap and candle making involves processing animal products.  
Prior to the 1850s, candles were made from tallow, fat extracted by boiling animal bones or whale 
fat.  Soap could be made from animal fats, though vegetable fats were also used.  As such the 
process of making candles and soap was generally unpleasant leading to pollution as waste 
products, possibly ending up dumped into the harbour.  From the 1840s a series of inquiries and 
committees drew attention to the general problems of the lack of sanitation and the noxious trades 
in Sydney.41  By the 1860s, such trades and activities were prohibited within city boundaries.42 
 
Analysis of the faunal remains from the site provided some limited evidence for the processing of 
animal bone for some industrial purpose, such slaughtering, butchery, tanning, soap and candle 
making, on or near the site.43  The animal bone provided the evidence for these industries and 

                                                           
41 Johnson & Parris 2009: 90. 
42 Godden Mackay Logan 1992: 20 cf. Walsh 1962: 50.  
43 Fillios 2010: 4, 21-23, Vol 3, Section 8.4.   
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processes came from fills across Areas 6, 7 and 9, and from multiple phases between the early 
1830s (prior to reclamation) and the late 19th century.  These areas were Barker’s mill (Area 6 and 
9) and Brooks’ estate, later Murphy’s Wharf (Area 7).  The animal bone from fills within these areas 
is interpreted as mostly originating from industrial processing rather than domestic consumption.44   
 
The bone from pre-reclamation and reclamation contexts (Phase 4 and 5) may have originated from 
Brooks’ slaughterhouse, as abattoir and butchery waste is indicated by the faunal assemblage.  The 
animal bone from post-1850s contexts (Phase 6 and 7) indicate abattoir, tanning, butchery and 
candle/soap making.  In this regard, there is no firm link between the industrial-processed animal 
bone and Hughes’ soap and candle manufactory, though it is likely that at least some of the animal 
bone-waste product from this works ended up as part of the fills used in the continuous cycle of 
19th century of reclamation, levelling and consolidation in the surrounding area.   
 
3.10.12 Discussion of Results 
Murphy’s Wharf, and its later incarnations, had a long association with mercantile and commercial 
trade; in particular with the storage and redistribution of goods and products brought to it via the 
harbour.  From the 1850s to the late 20th century it was home to coal, timber and lime merchants, 
and a distributor of milk, butter, ice and other perishables.  The wharf was divided into separate 
spaces to provide wharf facilities for more than one business.  Residential development between 
the wharf and Sussex Street meant land access to Murphy’s Wharf was via Liverpool Street to the 
south.  Adjoining the open wharf frontage were vast yard spaces that initially contained two small 
building clusters; one fronting Liverpool Street to the south and one aligned on the northern 
boundary with Barker’s mill, and a centrally located building with a verandah.  The archaeological 
remains for this early phase indicated a mix of substantial stone-built structures and also more 
ephemeral remains of timber-built structures.  The stone-built structures were identified as a 
domestic dwelling and stables, and the timber-built structure as a shed or similar.  The vast yard 
spaces were roughly and informally surfaced, and like Barker’s reclaimed landform to the north, 
was subject to further re-levelling and consolidation events as it suffered subsidence and weather 
erosion.   
 
What was also notable about Murphy’s Wharf was that for the first 20 years or so following 
reclamation and the construction of the first and second wharf frontages, it was also home to a 
family.  This duality in land-use between the 1850s and the 1870s was represented in the 
archaeological record with many artefacts typical of mid 19th-century domestic occupation found in 
association with a stone building centrally located within the vast open yard of the wharf.  Also 
present within these occupation deposits were work-related items.  Further research and analysis 
may resolve an apparent gender imbalance with the dominance of male occupants in the glass 
artefact assemblage.  Comparison with the artefact assemblages from purely residential houses at 
Steam Mill Street (Area 8) may also provide further insight into living within a workplace differed, 
and how working and domestic lives interacted and were organised within a shared space.   
 
While the overall division of the wharf space did not change following the redevelopment for the 
Fresh Food & Ice Company in the late 1870s, the arrangement and density of structures did change.  
Less open yard and more secure and covered spaces were required to accommodate horses, carts 
and perishable goods for distribution.  Though the density of structures increased, this was not 
reflected in the archaeological record.  There was scant structural evidence of post-1870s buildings.  
The buildings were timber-built and of what remains survived, they did not appear to be hugely 
load-bearing.  The stone buildings were demolished, modified and rebuilt in timber.  Except perhaps 
for the new cart house and its floor surface base, overall these structures did not leave a noticeable 
imprint in the archaeological record.  Good evidence of the end to the residential occupation, and 

                                                           
44 Fillios 2010: 4, 21-23, Vol 3, Section 8.4.   
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redevelopment and use by the Fresh Food & Ice Company however can be found in the artefact 
assemblage.  Many of the structures within the company’s yard were associated with the horses 
and carts it relied upon to operate its goods distribution business, and these are identified on the 
1880 plan.  Numerous leather and metal items associated with horse-trappings were found in the 
later phased contexts.  These indicated that perhaps a saddler or someone who looked after the 
horses had leather working skills, was working within the re-used residential house.   
 
The majority of the archaeological remains of Murphy’s Wharf are associated with its commercial 
use from the 1850s to the end of the century, and its concurrent domestic occupation until the 
1870s.  However, other activities were also evident from the site.  Prior to reclamation, wharf 
development and purchase by Murphy in 1855, the site was mostly associated with the noxious 
trades; first as Brooks’ slaughterhouse and then Hughes soap and candle manufactory.  These 
industries had a resonance in the archaeological record.  The analysis of animal bone assemblage 
from reclamation and later levelling fills dating between the 1830s and 1880s, and associated with 
this property and Barker’s to the north, were mostly waste-product from industrial processes such 
as tanning, slaughtering or soap/candle manufacturing, with the post-1850s contexts indicating a 
pattern of redeposition.   
 
The surrounding heavy industrial sites, such as the PN Russell & Co Engineering Works and Biggs’ 
foundry also had an influence and presence in the archaeological record at Murphy’s Wharf.  Their 
waste by-products were used within the continuous cycle of land consolidation in the second half of 
the 19th century.  Extensive spreads of boiler ash, slag nodules, clinker and cinders were used to re-
level the yards and backfill structures.  In the late 19th century, the Fresh Food & Ice Company’s 
yard was resurfaced with a mix of stone cobbles and a hardened ferrous substance; likely sourced 
from the metal works next door.   
 
During the 19th century, Darling Harbour was the main working port for Sydney providing wharf 
facilities for numerous types of businesses involved in shipping and distribution.  It was also the 
location of many heavy industries, such as foundries and engineering works.  At one time it had 
been the main location for the noxious trades such as slaughtering and soap/candle manufactory.  
Darling Harbour was also home to communities of workers.  The archaeology of Murphy’s Wharf 
just seemed to have it all! 
 
 


