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5.0 Area B     
 
5.1 Area B 
This area was part of lot 39 of the subdivision of the Macarthur Estate (Fig. 2.3).  It is located on 
the southern side of Bowman Street near the western boundary of the Macarthur Estate with the 
Ultimo Estate.  The leasehold of Lot 39 was purchased at auction from the Macarthur Estate 
between 1839 and 1843 by Richard Hoplley for £307.12 when the property was described as 
unimproved.1  No detailed search of land titles has been undertaken but the Council rate books 
make it clear that that Martin O’Brien purchased a lease hold and built the two terraces houses 
which are shown on the 1865 plan (Fig. 2.4).  These two terraces are on the northwest corner of 
lot 39.   
 
The rear property was occupied by a house which also appears on the 1865 and 1892 plans (Figs 
2.4, 5.1).  The leasehold of this property was purchased by James Windon, an engineer who lived 
there between c. 1861 and 1890.  It was frequently referred to in Sands as residing at no. 2 New 
Street.  
 
All the archaeological remains in this area were covered with layers of highly compacted rubble 
which was presumably compacted down during the construction of the carpark.  This section of the 
report will consist of a brief description of the archaeological results but there will be no detailed 
analysis of the archaeological deposits as undertaken for Areas A and C.  
 
The depositional evidence recovered from this area was different to that recovered from Areas A 
and C.  There were no clear underfloor deposits as the demolition had disturbed the underfloor 
area much more than in the other areas.  The demolition deposits appeared to contain objects such 
as those recovered from underfloor deposits, for example demolition contexts #65 and #66 had a 
higher proportion of ‘personal’ artefacts (Table 50).  Not all of the deposits within the houses were 
completely excavated nor were the deposits in this area gridded.  Generally this area was 
considered to have less archaeological research potential than Areas A and C.  
 
Another difference in this area was the presence of post-demolition deposits underneath the carpark 
layer.  Context #61 was located above the demolition of House 67, and context #57 / #58 was a 
large rubbish feature above a wall return in House 69.  This suggests that Area B was exposed for 
some time prior to it being covered with the bitumen carpark surface. 
 
 
5.2  House 67 Bowman Street 
House 67 was one of two semi-detached stone houses on the corner of Bowman and New Streets 
(Photo 2.1; Plans 6, 7).  House 67 was usually mentioned in Sands and frequently was the most 
westerly house on the southern side of Bowman Street.  It was a single-storey house with attic 
room in the roof and was therefore frequently referred to as having two-storeys.  This house had 
three rooms, including the attic, and had a slate roof.  For all of the nineteenth century and part of 
the early twentieth century this house was occupied by Martin O’Brien and Mrs Mary O’Brien who 
were owners or head-lessee of 67 and 69 Bowman Street.  Martin O’Brien was a quarryman and 
presumably worked nearby.  Mary O’Brien is listed from 1902 as a grocer and may have 
undertaken this employment on the premises or perhaps elsewhere.   
 
 
 
 
                                              
1 Casey & Lowe 1996, Appendix 1, based on ML CY774, B185, pp. 99, 100. 
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Figure 5.1: Detail from 1892 plan showing the four houses excavated in Area B. Plan of the 
Pyrmont Estate, Parish of St. Andrews, City of Sydney, 1st May 1892. ML M4 811.173/1892/1.  
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Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1859 O’Brien, Martin  O’Brien, Martin 82 Bowman Street  

stone house, slate roof, single storey, 2 
rooms. 

1861 O’Brien, Martin   62 Bowman Street 
1865 O’Brien, Martin    
1867 O’Brien, Martin  Windon, James stone house, shingle roof, single 

storey, 3 rooms, annual rate £20.  
1871 O’Brien, Martin quarryman   
1873 O’Brien, Martin quarryman   
1876 O’Brien, Martin quarryman   
1877 O’Brien, Martin  O’Brien, Martin brick & stone house, slate roof, 2 

storey, 3 rooms, annual rate £18. 
1879 O’Brien, Martin quarryman   
1882 O’Brien, Martin  O’Brien, Martin stone house, shingle roof, 2-storey, 3 

rooms, annual rate £20. 
1901 Mrs Mary O’Brien   Mrs Mary O’Brien house, £16 
1902 Mrs Mary O’Brien grocer   
1910 Mrs Mary O’Brien grocer   
1912 Mrs Mary O’Brien grocer   
1914 Mary O’Brien  (lessee) J. Thallon 

(Sublessee) Mary 
Ryan 

stone house, slate roof, single storey, 3 
rooms, £21. 

1916 Mrs Louise Eastbourne    
1920 Mrs Jessie Brown   Listed as 3 New Street  

 
 
5.2.1 Archaeological Evidence – House 67 
The footings for this house were buried under compacted deposits of stone rubble mixed with shell 
mortar and were barely buried by the bitumen (Photo 5.1).  The remains consisted of footings of 
rubble sandstone with yellow shell mortar.  These formed two rooms, one behind the other and a 
paved area at the rear with a double privy belonging to both houses (Photos 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5).   
 
5.2.1.1  Front Room 
The wall of the front room was not exposed as it was necessary to provide access along the front of 
the trench.  The footings were of rough cut stone and the fireplace was in the eastern wall (#88).  
The southern wall of this room was the same as the wall in House 69.  When these two terrace 
houses were built instead of a single north-south wall, along the line of the house, they built the 
east-west wall as a single wall (Plan 7).  This is unusual.  It was a better-built wall with 
construction of large sandstone-faced rubble with core rubble fill.  
 
The demolition deposit specifically associated with this room, context #65, contained pink painted 
cement render (#65/1114) and fragments of a salt-glazed chimney pot (#65/1112).  
 
 
5.2.1.2  Kitchen 
The height of the surviving coursed rubble sandstone walls of the kitchen varied between 140 mm 
to 530 mm (#87).  The walls were between 440 and 460 mm wide.  The kitchen was not built 
square and the walls were of different lengths: 

 northern wall - 3420 mm 
 eastern wall – 3500 mm 
 southern wall - 3200 mm 
 western wall – 3800 mm 

 
Two threshold stones survived in the northern and southern walls showing the line of access 
through the house along the western side, away from the fireplaces.  The width of the doorway in 
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the northern wall of the kitchen was 825 mm.  There was no surviving evidence for a vent in this 
wall.  The fireplace, as in the front room, was located in the eastern wall but was not keyed into 
the eastern wall at the levels which survived.  The level of the floor in this room would have been 
at the top of the hearth, about 260 mm above natural soil (context #70).  A sample of white painted 
plaster was taken just above the floor level from the southern wall (Plan 7) where considerable 
amounts survived in situ.  The demolition deposits associated with House 67 were contexts #55, 
#59, #56, and specifically #65 in the front room and #67 in the kitchen (Room 2) (Matrix 5.1).   
 
 

Photo 5.1: View to east over House 67 (foreground) and House 69.  In the foreground is the 
large threshold stone between the front room and kitchen of House 67.  Bowman Street is to 
the north just beyond the fence. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 5/20 
 
 
5.2.1.3  Yard Area 
There were extensive remains of a poorly preserved sandstone-flagged surface (context #68) which 
covered much of the rear yard of House 67 (Plan 7, Photos 5.2, 5.3).  At the rear of the paving 
the surface was more broken up, perhaps indicating more was in this area.  There may have been a 
structure above this surface, perhaps a lean-to, which accounted for the extra wear.  There was a 
remnant loose black soil deposit containing corroded metal and fragments of sandstock and dry-
pressed bricks.   
 
The remains of a double privy was found at the rear of the property with the eastern privy 
belonging to House 69 and the western one belonging to House 67 (Photos 5.4, 5.5).  The privy 
belonging to House 69 was excavated and was found not to have a cesspit and therefore no 
excavation was undertaken of the privy belonging to House 67.  The remnant privy construction 
consisted of a single course of large sandstone blocks sitting on sand with cement flooring and 
evidence for a brick superstructure.   



Area B – House 67 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe Associates                                                                                                        CSR Site, Pyrmont 

193

 

Photo 5.2: View to north with House 67 on left and House 69 on right.  In the foreground is 
the remnant yard paving and the stormwater drains at the rear of the houses. Scale 1 m. CSR 
Photo 5/22 
 
 
 

Photo 5.3: View to north from near the rear of the yard surfacing behind Houses 67 and 69.  
Bowman Street is in the background of the photograph beyond the fence. Scale 1 m. CSR 
Photo 5/24 
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Photo 5.4: View to north over the top of the twin privies at the rear of Houses 67 and 69. 
Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 6/24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 5.5: Excavation of
privy at the rear of
House 69 showing that it
was not a cesspit and
was originally sewered.
This privy may have
replaced an earlier
cesspit that was located
elsewhere. Bedrock was
located at the base of the
privy feature. Scale 1 m.
CSR Photo 8/8 
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Matrix 5.1 
This is in a separate file CSR Harris Matrix Area B.pdf 
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5.2.1.4  Artefact Deposits 
None of the main artefactual deposits associated with Houses 67 or 69 are thought to be 
particularly interesting or large (Table 50).  Table 50 shows the mic for the main contexts in Area 
B.  A review of the different ceramic patterns found in Area B generally shows that there were a 
number of patterns not found in other areas of this site.  Some of these new patterns are shown 
below.  A number of these come from mixed or unstratified deposits which means that they are not 
necessarily associated with the occupation of these two houses.  
 
 
 
Blue Flow 35 to 40 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue Flow 35, #51/10704          Blue Flow 36         Blue Flow 37 
(actual size)            #51/10705         #55/10769 
 
 
 

 
     Blue Flow 38, #56/10755        Blue Flow         Blue Flow 40 
     (actual size)                             #63/10858         #74/1131 
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Blue tp 146-150 
 

 
Blue tp 146  Blue tp 147    Blue tp 148 
#56/10774  #62/11010    #65/11019 
(actual size) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blue tp 149   Blue tp 150 
#66/11045 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Blue tp ‘Isola Bella’ 
#51/10708 
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Green tp 
 
 

 
Green tp 24   Green tp 25   Green tp 26 (moulded) 
#51/10700   #52/10710    #56/10710 
(actual size) 
 
 

 
Green tp 27, #56/10805   Green tp 29, #63/10855 
 
 
 

 
Green tp 30, #63/10856 
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Purple tp 

 
Purple tp 47, #60/10836       Purple tp 49, #79/11170 
(actual size) 
 
 
 
 
Red tp 
 

 
Red tp 15   Red tp 16      Red tp 17 
#51/10699   #63/10860      #63/10861 
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Sponge Ware 
 

 
Sponge 29  Sponge 30   Sponge 31  Sponge 32 
(actual size) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Sponge 33        Sponge 34   Sponge 35          Sponge 36 
       #63/10851         #63/10852   #61/10949          #86/11198 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Area B – House 69 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe Associates                                                                                                        CSR Site, Pyrmont 

201

5.3  House 69 Bowman Street 
As discussed above Martin O’Brien owned the leasehold on House 69 which was a three-roomed 
single-storey semi-detached stone house with an attic room in the roof space (Figs 2.4, 5.1).  On 
the eastern side of the property was vacant land, presumably used as a yard area.  There were a 
range of different residents in the house during the nineteenth and early twentieth century, some of 
whom had occupations that could have been used locally - quarryman and butcher. 
  
 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1859 James Kennedy  Martin O’Brien 80 Bowman Street  

stone house, slate roof, single storey, 2 
rooms, £20 

1865 Cummins, Michael quarryman   
1867 Gillveray, William quarryman   
1867 Gilberry, John  James Windon stone house, slate roof, single storey, 3 

rooms, £20 
1870 Pinson, Richard    
1871 Pinson, Richard butcher   
1873 Gillveray, William   64 Bowman Street 
1876 McCauley, Daniel    
1877 McCauley, Daniel  Martin O’Brien brick & stone house, slate roof, two 

storeys, 3 rooms, £20. 
1879 vacant    
1880 Freeman, Alfred    
1882 Freeman, Alfred    
1882 Freeman, William  Martin O’Brien stone house, shingle roof, two storeys, 

3 rooms, £20. 
1901 Mary William   Mrs Mary O’Brien house, £16. 
1908 Nelson, Mrs Elsie    
1910     
1914 James Brown   (lessee) J. Thallon; 

(Sublessee) Mary 
Ryan 

stone house, slate roof, single storey, 3 
rooms, £21. 

1920 no entry    

 

5.3.1 Archaeological Evidence – House 69 
The footings for this semi-detached house were buried under compacted deposits of stone rubble 
mixed with shell mortar and were just underneath the bitumen surface of the carpark (Photo 5.1).  
The remains consisted of footings of faced rubble sandstone with rubble core fill and yellow shell 
mortar.  These formed two rooms, one behind the other.  In the yard area there were no surviving 
remains of paving as found at House 67.  There was a double privy, situated on the property 
boundary, belonging to both houses at the rear of the property (Photos 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5).   
 
 
5.3.1.1  Front Room 
The wall of the front room was not exposed as it was necessary to provide access along the front of 
the trench.  The footings were of rough cut stone and the fireplace was in the western wall (#89).  
The width of the walls varied between 620 to 660 mm.  The width of the southern wall of this 
room was the same as the wall in House 67.  When these two terraces houses were built, instead of 
a single north-south wall, along the line of the house, they built the east-west wall as a single wall 
(Plan 7).  This is unusual.  It was a better built wall with a construction of large sandstone-faced 
rubble with core rubble fill.  The southern wall was not keyed into the eastern wall of the house.   
 
The demolition deposit specifically associated with this room, context #66, contained plaster 
(render and set) with cream paint (#66/1115) and a tessera tile (#66/8329).  
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5.3.1.2  Kitchen 
The height of the surviving faced and coursed rubble sandstone and rubble fill walls of the kitchen 
varied between 160 mm to 210 mm (#90).  The width of the walls varied between 450 to 520 mm 
wide.  Like the kitchen in House 69 this room was not built square and the walls were of different 
lengths:   
 

 northern wall - 3160 mm 
 eastern wall – 4200 mm 
 southern wall - 3400 mm 
 western wall – 3570 mm 

 
The fireplace, as in the front room, was located in the western wall but was not keyed into the 
eastern wall at the surviving levels.  The demolition deposits associated with House 69 were 
contexts #55, #59, #56, and specifically #66 in the front room and #64 in the kitchen (Room 2) 
(Matrix 5.1). 
 
 
5.3.1.3  Yard Area 
There was little surviving evidence for yard surfacing in House 69.  There were footing trenches 
(#71) which suggest that a later structure may have been erected on the rear part of this property 
but the evidence was inconclusive.  This area was also more cut down for the construction of the 
carpark (Photos 5.2, 5.3).   
 
The remains of a double privy were found at the rear of the property with the eastern privy 
belonging to House 69 and the western one belonging to House 67 (Photos 5.4, 5.5).  The privy 
belonging to House 69 was excavated and was found not to have a cesspit and no further 
excavation was undertaken of the privy belonging to House 67.  The remnant privy construction 
consisted of a single course of large sandstone blocks (#78) sitting on sand (#82) with cement 
flooring and evidence for a brick superstructure.  Underneath the privy backfill was bedrock.  As 
Photo 5.5 shows the sewer pipe was sitting at the base of the fill deposit just above bedrock.  It is 
unlikely that this was the original privy as it never was a cesspit and the presence of a sewered 
system in this area so early is also unlikely.  It is possible that there was another cesspit elsewhere 
on the site and it was not found during excavation.   
 
There will be no analysis of the archaeological deposits from this house.  For details see Section 
5.2.1.4 above.  
 
 
5.3.1.4  Comments  
The slightly irregular construction techniques used in Houses 67 and 69, the odd shaped and sized 
room, the party wall going through the two houses rather than acting as a dividing wall and the 
failure to key in some of the footings suggest that these houses were not built by a professional or 
knowledgeable builder.  It may have been built by the leaseholder who decided to erect the two 
houses at the same time.  This would have been a cheaper solution to building a house rather than 
taking out a loan to pay a builder.   
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5.4 Vacant Land at Rear – 2 New Street 
This house was shown on the 1865 and 1892 plans as being immediately south of the property 
boundary of Houses 67 and 69 (Figs 2.4, 5.1).  As Plan 6 shows, evidence for the house was 
found not far to the south of the other two houses but little of it survived, mostly because much of 
it was built into bedrock.  Testing further to the south found only bedrock at high levels with no 
archaeological remains.   
 
The long-term head lessee and occupant of 2 New Street was James Windon, an engineer who 
presumably worked nearby.  Lend Lease’s CSR site foreman, Stephen Windon, turned out to be a 
descendant, and knew that this was the first place James Windon lived when he arrived in Sydney 
from Britain.  James Windon lived in this house for about thirty years. 
 
 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1859     
1861 Windon, James   off Bowman Street 
1863 Windon, James engineer  Bowman Street 
1864 Windon, James engineer  Bowman Street 
1873 Windon, James engineer   
1875 Windsor, James engineer   
1879 Wyndham, James engineer   
1887 Windon, James engineer   
1890 Windon, James engineer   
1897 Andrew Percy   2 New Street 
1902 Lawson, Lars   2 New Street 
1910 Whitney, Alfred    
1920 Kermond, Thomas   1 New Street 

 
 
5.4.1 Archaeological Evidence – House 2 
Fairly limited remains associated with House 2 survived (Plans 6, 8; Matrix 5.1).  These remains 
consisted of remnant stone paving (#91), areas of bedrock that had been cut down and levelled for 
building purposes and a rockpool which had been backfilled as part of the construction of the 
house, stones probably from a remnant wall and some post holes (Photos 5.6, 5.7, 5.8).  Due to 
time constraints not all of the archaeological deposits associated with this house site were 
excavated.  This decision was made because the house site was considered to have less overall 
archaeological potential and therefore less research potential. 
 
 
5.4.1.1  Stratigraphy (Matrix 5.1) 
• There was evidence of a modern feature (#84/85) which cuts through the fills (#76/#82) within 

the rockpool (#77) which are thought to have been used to backfill the rockpool prior to 
construction of House 2.   

• Demolition was represented by contexts #63, #74 and #75.  Context #63 was one of the largest 
deposits associated with Area B and contained 210 items (mic) (Table 50).  The three main 
categories were food (121), alcohol (16) and beverage (14).  This deposit may include artefacts 
that did not belong to the occupation of House 2. 

• The only clear occupation deposit was context #86, a thin (30 mm) dark grey sand layer sitting 
on the paving (#91).  This deposit contained 43 items (mic) (Table 50).  The paving (#91) on 
the eastern side of the house was quite decorative and well laid out.  Some to it had been relaid 
in dry-pressed bricks. 
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Photo 5.6: View to northwest over Area B with remains associated with House 2 New Street in 
the foreground.  There is a pipe from context #85 sitting above the location of the rockpool 
(below). CSR Photo 7/12 
 
 

Photo 5.7: View to south overlooking the rockpool (#77/83) in the foreground, remnant stone 
paving (#91) (left), and cut down bedrock (#92) (top right). The eastern wall of the house 
probably ran along the edge of the cut in the bedrock in middle ground and near the end of 
the scale.  On the right were natural sands (#94).  Scale 1 m.  CSR Photo 8/35 
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Photo 5.8: View to east over remains of House 2 showing sloping bedrock to the right, the 
remnant natural sands (#94) and remains of northern stone wall (#93) in middle ground, and 
remnant wall footing (#95) in foreground.  Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 9/8 
 
 
• The evidence for the position of the house on this site is fragmentary.  It is thought that the 

eastern line of the wall was probably placed adjacent to the ‘edge of cut’ on the area of levelled 
rock (#92), that it turned to the west in line with the remnant sandstone wall (#93) and then 
turned to the south in line with the other remnant wall footing (#95).  There were other cuttings 
in the rock associated with the construction of the house.  These included a drainage channel 
(Plan 8).  

 
 
5.4.1.2  Comments 
The construction of a house onto bedrock and above an infilled rockpool is unusual.  It is markedly 
different to the other houses at the CSR site which were of regular construction and were aligned 
with other houses to a planned streetscape.  House 2 appears to have been erected on difficult 
ground that many other people may have thought was unsuitable for such construction.  The 
building of a house directly on top of bedrock does suggest that there may have been stormwater 
problems within the house and this necessitated the cutting of at least one drainage channel.   
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6.0 Area D     
 
6.1 Area D – 69 John Street, Pyrmont 
Area D was part of lot 54 of the subdivision of the Macarthur Estate (Fig. 2.3) and was purchased, 
along with Lot 55, by William James for £264.16.6 between 1839 and 1843.  Both lots were then 
described as unimproved.2  The leasehold of Lots 54 and 55 were sold to William Jonathan 
Johnson in 1854 and he subdivided them into 23 lots.  69 John Street was located on lots 19 and 20 
of this new subdivision (Figs 2.5, 6.1, 6.2).  A mortgage on the property in December 1856 
described the buildings as a single-storey ‘brick and rubble stone building with two small rubble 
built stables’.  In 1861 Council rates described Kincade’s house as a single-storey four-roomed 
brick house with shingle roof.   
 
According to Sands House 69 John Street was initially no. 71 John Street and it was also referred 
to as 67/69.  Sands directories list the occupants of this site between 1868 and 1902 as William and 
Mrs Rachel Kinkade.  She was listed a ‘dairykeeper’ and he as a quarryman.  This property was to 
the west of the pub called the ‘Quarryman’s Arms’ which was owned by Charles Saunders and was 
on the corner of Mount and John Streets.  The freehold of 69 Mount Street was purchased in 
December 1921 by CSR.3 
 
In 1867 Council rates described this building as a single-storey, four-roomed stone dwelling with 
shingle roof and rated at £33.4  By 1877 it had an iron roof and was rated at £36.  In 1901 it was 
listed as a ‘house & dairy’ and rated at £25.  The lease on this dairy appears to have been 
transferred to Andrew O’Toole in June 1807.5  This is probably the family of Bridget O’Toole who 
operated a dairy in Little John Street off Harvey Street, to the north of McCredie Street.6  The 
buildings were still extant in 1914.   
 
Initial archaeological testing was undertaken in Area D with the aim of locating archaeological 
remains associated with the dairy known to have been on the site.  Generally the results of the 
archaeological testing were poor.  Other than the exposure of some footings, a cement surface and 
bedrock, little was found in this area.  Based on the analysis of the historic plans it was anticipated 
that there would be a large structure close to John Street with another shed at the rear of the 
property adjacent to Saunders Lane (Fig. 2.5).  There were no buildings in this area on the 1850 
plan.  By 1887 there were some alterations to the position of the buildings on this property (Figs 
6.1, 6.2).  In 1925 there were five building (Fig. 6.1).   
 
 
6.2 Results of archaeological testing  
Testing in this area found the remains of some footings and remnant concrete surfaces but little else 
(Plans 14, 16).  In the northern area near the gateway were stone footings (#410) with rubble core 
fill and yellow clay packing (Photos 6.1, 6.2).  There was the line of an east-west wall and two 
wall lines to the north as well as another footing.  To the south was a modern brick wall with a 
return to the west.  This wall was aligned with the stone footings discussed above.  Further to the 
south were other stone footings and metal pipes sitting on bedrock.  Bedrock was generally high in 
this area and there were no cultural deposits associated with these footings.  No further work was 
undertaken in this area.  
 

                                              
2 Taken from Casey & Lowe 1996, Appendix 1, based on ML CY774, B185, pp. 99, 100. 
3 LTO Book 1245/789, assignment, quoted in Godden Mackay 1994. 
4 Taken from Casey & Lowe 1996, Appendix 3.  
5 Godden Mackay 1994:1314. 
6 Casey & Lowe 1996, Appendix 3, Fitzgerald & Golder 1994:69.  
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Figure 6.1: Detail of 1887 survey plan showing extent of testing in Areas D and E.  Note that only 
the remains of House 17 were found in Area E.  ML Metropolitan Detail Series.  
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Figure 6.2: Detail from 1892 plan showing the areas of detailed excavation in Areas D and E. 
Plan of the Pyrmont Estate, Parish of St. Andrews, City of Sydney, 1st May 1892. ML M4 
811.173/1892/1.  
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In the eastern area were remnants of a wall footing and paving along the eastern boundary, a 
cement surface (#411), post holes and a footing trench (Plans 14, 15, Photos 6.3, 6.4).  Bedrock 
was high in this area.  There were no cultural deposits associated with these remains.  No further 
work was undertaken in this area. 
 

Photo 6.1: View to north over remains adjacent to John Street with bedrock in foreground 
and footings. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 8/9 
 

Photo 6.2: View to east over footings adjacent to John Street. Scale 1m. CSR Photo 8/13 
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Photo 6.3: Eastern area to south of modern garage.  Scale 1m. CSR Photo 8/10 
 
 
 

Photo 6.4: View to east showing cement slab (#411). Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 7/27 
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7.0 Area E 
 
7.1 Historical Background  
Area E was part of Lot 55 of the subdivision of the Macarthur Estate (Fig. 2.3) and was 
purchased, with Lot 54, by William James for £264.16.6 between 1839 and 1843.  Both lots were 
described as unimproved.7  The leasehold of Lots 54 and 55 were sold to William Jonathan 
Johnson in 1854 and he subdivided them into 23 lots.  17 Mount Street was located on lot 7 of this 
new subdivision. 8  William James Paul a shipwright of Pyrmont leased lots 7 and 8 in 1857 and 
sold the leasehold to Charles Saunders in 1865.9  According to Sands House 17 was built by 
1858/59 and demolished after 1930.  According to the Council rate books it was a single-storey 
brick and stone house with three rooms and usually rated between £21 and £26.  It was sold to 
CSR in 1925.  This house was one of a row which lined the western side of Mount Street but it 
appears to always have been free standing (Figs 6.1, 6.2).  The houses to the south were 
demolished by 1914 but the houses to the north are still extant.   The remains of the silhouette of 
House 17 against the extant house, 15 Mount Street, suggests that it was a two-storey house rather 
than a single-storey dwelling (Photo 7.2) as noted by Council rates.      
 
 
 

Photo 7.1: View to southeast over part of the area in the McCaffrey Precinct where 
archaeological testing found that the only surviving remains belonged to House 17 Mount 
Street. CSR Photo 6/18 
 
 
 

                                              
7 Taken from Casey & Lowe 1996, Appendix 1, based on ML CY774, B185, pp. 99, 100. 
8 LTO Book 1245/789, assignment, quoted in Godden Mackay 1994:13-14. 
9 Godden Mackay 1994:19, quoting LTO Book 91/210; Book 1390/199 Ludovic Blackwood, Storey Bros. 
Ltd & CSR.  
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Details in this list are taken from Casey & Lowe 1996, Appendices, Sands and Council Rate 
Books.  

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1858-59 Britton, John  quarryman   

1863 Britton, John  quarryman   
1868 Briggs, James  quarryman   
1873 Berton, John    
1877 Burling, John  dealer   
1877 Burling, John   Charles Saunders single-storey brick and stone 

house with shingle roof, £23 
1882 Lincoln, William  japanner   
1882 W. Lincoln  Charles Saunders single-storey brick and stone 

house with shingle roof, £26 
1887 Lincoln, William  japanner   
1892 McLeod, William    
1897 McLeod, William    
1901 William McLeod  William Saunders £21 nett value 
1902 Campbell, Colin mariner   
1910 Kember, Leslie    
1914   Colonial Sugar 

Refinery (Lessee) 
John Shakeshaft 
(Sublessee) 
Alfred Saunders 

no house is identified. Linked 
with 5 to 17 Mount Street and 
presumably was vacant land by 
this time. 

1920 Smith, George     
1930 Smith, George    

 
 
7.2 Archaeological Testing 
Considerable archaeological testing was undertaken in the McCaffrey Precinct of the CSR Site.  
The house at 17 Mount Street was the only remains, aside from those in Area D, that were found.  
Bedrock was quite high in this area which had been cut down for its twentieth-century use as a 
stables and trucking area for the Colonial Sugar Refinery. 
 
 
7.3 Archaeological Remains of House 17 Mount Street 
The surviving remains of House 17 Mount Street were the footings which outlined the floor plan of 
the main part of the house, part of the footings from an attached structure at the rear and the 
associated underfloor deposits (Plan 17).  All of this was buried beneath shallow demolition 
deposits.  No remains of a privy or cesspit were located.  There was no detailed stratigraphy in this 
area: see below.  
 

 House Kitchen 

Unstratified/Demolition 401 402 
Underfloor Deposit 404 403 

Construction 406 407 

Matrix 7.1: Matrix of the main archaeological contexts associated with House 17.  
 
 
7.3.1 Main Part of House  
The main part of the house consisted of sandstone footings (#406) with two fireplaces along the 
southern walls and doorways with surviving thresholds along the northern side of the house (Plan 
17).  It was 8.2 m by 4.0 m.  This part of the house probably contained two rooms but there is 
minimal evidence for the location of the north-south partition wall except for three remnant stones.  
There were groups of brick piers for the support of the timber floor structure in the area inside the  
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Photo 7.2: View to northwest showing the later stone wall built in front of 17 Mount Street. 
The house to the north has a shadow from the demolished 17 Mount Street. CSR Photo 1/28 
 

Photo 7.3: Footing of House 17 Mount Street looking east towards the stone wall on Mount 
Street.  Nails indicate the position of the kitchen in foreground.  Sample excavation of the 
underfloor deposit in the front part of the house is illustrated by the sections of the excavated 
grid.  Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 9/34 
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footings (Photos 7.4, 7.7).  The construction of the fireplaces was typical of the other houses 
within the study area.  There was a remnant demolition deposit (#401), probably mixed with later 
disturbance, above the underfloor deposit (#404) in the front room.   
 
7.3.1.1  Underfloor Deposits – Main Part of House 17 
All of the underfloor deposit (#404) within the main part of the house was not fully excavated due 
to time constraints and a general paucity of artefactual evidence (Table 50.1).  Table 50.1 shows 
which squares were excavated and the number of artefacts recovered from each square.  The 
methodology used elsewhere on the site was used to excavate that part of the underfloor deposits 
removed, a 50 cm square grid.  Initial sieving was undertaken to see if artefacts not recovered by 
excavation were found this was generally not the case and therefore most of this deposit was not 
sieved.  A minimum item count (mic) of 109 items were found in context #404 and 279 items were 
found in context #403 (Tables 52, 53). 
 
Context #404 was a thin grey/brown sandy layer mostly 10 to 20 mm deep except in the northeast 
corner where it was as much as 100 mm deep.  Underneath the underfloor deposit was a grey clay 
layer above natural bedrock. 
 
The 109 artefacts in context #404 were sorted into eight categories with the four main ones being 
personal, food, alcohol and recreation (Table 52).   The main personal artefacts were beads (18) 
and buttons (7).  The main food items were sherds from dinner plates (9), and cups (6) and saucers 
(5).  Among the ceramic plate patterns were blue tp ‘Asiatic Pheasant’ (1), ‘Willow 3’ (1), blue-
edged white ware (1), and white ware (2).  Among the saucers were blue tp ‘Two Temples 2’ and 
‘Willow 3’.  While there were other ceramic types, these were generally too small to identify a 
specific pattern.  The main alcohol artefacts were remains of beer/wine bottles (10) and two 
champagne bottles.  Among the recreation artefacts were 13 marbles, a clay pipe and a fragment of 
a porcelain doll.  The quantity of artefacts from what was actually two rooms was fairly low, 
perhaps suggesting that there was only a small opportunity for deposition due to the presence of 
floor coverings. 
 
Among the remains of the underfloor deposit were fragments of plaster (render and set) with cream 
paint.  It is presumed that the front room of the house was used as a parlour or drawing room and 
that the second room was used as a dining room/family room.   
 
7.3.1.2 Underfloor Deposit – Kitchen 
At the rear of the house was a smaller rectangular room less wide than the house with part of the 
footing of the western wall missing (Plan 17).  This room was approximately 4.75 m by 2.75 
metres.  In the southwest corner of the room were remains of a stone fireplace.  All of the western 
wall was missing.  This was probably removed during demolition.  It is uncertain if the fireplace 
was located only in the southwest corner or extended along most of the western wall of the kitchen, 
as in the kitchen of House 1 McCredie Street (Plan 13).  A bitumen path ran next to the northern 
wall of the kitchen leading from the rear doorway of the house.  It is likely that the doorway into 
the kitchen was located in the adjacent wall of the kitchen from the doorway into the house.  The 
footings (#407) of the room were sandstone with shell mortar.  These were stratigraphically 
underneath context #402, a remnant demolition deposit possibly disturbed by later activity.   
 
This underfloor deposit (#403) was a compact black organic sand with charcoal inclusions and a 
higher density of charcoal in front of the fireplace (squares C4 to E4 and C5 to E5).  The deposit 
was thickest in the centre of the room and towards the northern wall where it was up to 40 mm 
deep.  Context #403 contained remains of 279 items (Tables 51.2, 52, 53).  These were 
concentrated throughout the centre of the room and in the northeast corner near the doorway.  All 
of the underfloor deposit in this room was excavated and much of it was sieved (Photo 7.8).   
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Photo 7.4: View to northwest over House 17 Mount Street. Darker patches show areas of 
excavation within grid squares. Note the fireplaces along the southern wall. CSR Photo 10/5 
 
 

Photo 7.5: Hearth of eastern fireplace in southern wall of main part of house. The area in 
front of the fireplace was excavated in 50 cm squares.  Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 10/3 
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Photo 7.6:  Hearth of western fireplace in southern wall of main part of house with large 
stone hearth on rubble footing. The height of the hearth indicates the approximate level of the 
timber floor of the house. The area in front of the fireplace was excavated in 50 cm sq. grids. 
Note the bedrock to the right of the fireplace. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 10/2 
 

Photo 7.7: Threshold of rear doorway of main part of house with kitchen to the rear and left 
and bitumen path straight ahead. Brick piers just inside room would have supported the 
timber floor structure. Looking west. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 10/4 
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The main categories into which these artefacts were placed were personal (93 items), recreation 
(56), clerical (41), household (27) and food (24) (Table 52).  The main personal items were beads 
(66) and buttons (18) (Table 53).  The recreation category was dominated by marbles (42) and clay 
pipe fragments (10) including three bowls.  The clerical category contained 36 fragments of slate 
pencil and five fragments of lead pencils.  The main household items were associated with sewing - 
25 pins and a thimble.  Among the 24 food items were four plates, five cups and four saucers, five 
fragments of glass bottles.  Among the ceramic patterns was a blue tp ‘Willow 3’ plate and cup.  
Other ceramic types with unidentifiable patterns included red tp, brown tp, white glaze moulded, 
white glaze moulded and gilded, clobbered, and gilded ware.  
 
 
 

Photo 7.8: View to east over the kitchen showing the remains of the sandstone fireplace 
adjacent to the southern wall.  The underfloor deposit has been removed from this room and 
the underlying shale has been exposed. CSR Scale 1 m. Photo 10/1  
 
 
 
 


