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Ceramics Report for 710-722 George Street, 
Haymarket, Sydney City 

 
 
1.0  Introduction 
 
1.1 Background1

An extensive archaeological excavation at 710-722 George Street, Haymarket, was undertaken over a 
nine week period between August and October 2008.  The site study area formed a triangular shape 
on the eastern side of George Street, just to the north of the corner of Campbell Street.  The 
development proposal was for the construction of multi-storey residential and commercial buildings 
with two levels of underground parking.  The site is situated above two railway tunnels which limited 
the amount of bulk excavation to two levels of carparking.  The development of the area will remove 
all surviving archaeological remains within the site footprint and the archaeological excavation 
occurred as part of the demolition works prior to piling and the bulk excavation for the basement. 

 

 
The site at 710-722 George Street is bounded on the western side by George Street, on the eastern 
side by Cunningham Lane and on the northern and southern sides by the extant buildings 708 and 
724 George Street respectively.  For excavation purposes the study area was divided into three areas: 
Area A (720-722 George Street) to the south, Area B (712-718 George Street) in the centre, and Area 
C (710 George Street) to the north.  These divisions into areas also correspond with the early 
allotment numbers assigned along George Street. 
 
Area A (Lot 2) consisted of the southern end of the site which included buildings 720 and 722 
George Street.  Below these large footings were the remains of the Woolpack Inn (c1830-c1880), 
evidence of early backfilling of a large cut associated with the brickfield era, and a number of pits 
filled with large quantities of early locally manufactured lead-glazed pottery wasters associated with 
Thomas Ball. 
 
Area B (Lot 3) comprised the central portion of the site which included 712-718 George Street.  This 
area contained extensive yet ephemeral remains from the Brickfield era along with early residential 
occupation and many phases of commercial operation. 
 
Area C (Lot 4) was the area of 710 George Street and showed many phases of occupation, mostly 
commercial, from the 1840s to 2008. 
 
The site, prior to European settlement, was on the lower side of what became known as Brickfield 
Hill.  The early plans show that the site was somewhat outside the town of Sydney.  From an early 
stage it was subject to clearance and subsequent use of the area as ‘Brickfield Village’.  Bricks were 
being manufactured here from as early as March 1788.  The original part of the brickfields centred on 
the blocks between Campbell, Elizabeth, Goulburn and George Streets.  This includes the current 
study area.  Once the clay resources were used up in the original brickfield area the brickmaking 
activities spread out towards Darling Harbour and Surry Hills.  Lesueur’s 1802 Plan of the Town of 
Sydney shows allotments and houses on both sides of George Street, labelled “Brickfield Village, 
where there are manufactories of tiles, pottery, crockery, etc”.  Meehan’s 1807 plan has a notation 
that “These Houses are irregularly Built very few of them good”.  By the 1820s brickmaking moved 
from the area as the available clay was used up or as the encroaching town made the process 
objectionable or uncommercial. 
The street layout in the area was settled in the 1820s, and from 1831 plans of Sydney show how the 
study area had become part of the town proper.  The frontages of the new streets were already dotted 
with buildings. 
                                                      
 
1 Background information regarding the history and excavation of the site comes from Casey & Lowe:2008, 
Miskella:2009, and Spry & Cryerhall:2010 
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When William Jevons visited the colony in 1858 and carried out his Social Survey of Australian 
Cities his attention was a often drawn to the more depressed parts of the places he visited.  Jevons 
description of the block of land bounded by George, Goulburn, Pitt and Campbell Streets includes 
the study area, featuring hotels and inns on its northern and southern perimeters.  His description of 
the housing within the block, specifically within Durands Alley which was immediately to the east of 
the site, where Cunningham Street now is, does by association imply that that study area was within 
an area that was renowned for its more dubious qualities by the middle of the nineteenth century. 
 
Jevons stated:  
 That part of Sydney where the lowest & vicious classes most predominate & where the 

abodes are of the worst possible description is the square block of land between George, 
Goulburn, Pitt, & Campbell Streets. 
Towards the first & last of these streets it is occupied by shops or business premises, and 
among which are no less than seven public houses or inns & two or three livery stables, a 
stable yard of large size. 
It is however within this block of land that the bad features appear.  Several lanes of 
irregular angular shape proceed into it burdened by very closely packed & chiefly brick 
cottages, the dirty low appearance of which defies description. Such is Durands Alley, 
some female inmate inhabitant of which is punished almost every day at the Police Court 
for offences chiefly connected with prostitution.  I walked through these miserable alleys 
which are quite shut out from common view & form almost blind alleys.  No more secure 
& private retreat for vice is afforded in Sydney.2

 
 

None of the properties within the study area were resumed by Council but there was redevelopment 
of structures at 712-718 when the c1840s buildings were replaced by four two-storey shops in the 
1860s.  It also appears that the building at 710 was demolished by 1867.  There appears to be an issue 
with the c1840s buildings if they needed to be rebuilt within 20 to 30 years.  This pattern is also 
present later on when they are rebuilt again in the 1890s, another 30 year life span for a building, 
though the pattern for rebuilding is not all that easy to be certain of as the rates books are not clear.  
 
Phasing of the Excavation 
The study area was divided into three areas for the purposes of excavation: Area A (720-722 George 
Street) to the south, Area B (712-718 George Street) in the centre, and Area C (710 George Street) to 
the north.  Each area was divided into a series of phases which will be referred to during the report 
and these are listed below. 
 
Area A:  
Phase 1: Natural landscape. 
Phase 2: Aboriginal occupation. 
Phase 3: 1788-c1823: Brickfields and pottery manufacture and early village. 
Phase 4: c1830-c1880: The Woolpack Inn with numerous licencees. 
Phase 5: c1882-1900: Bank building – initially the Mercantile and later the Commercial Bank and 
warehouses. 
Phase 6: c1903-2000: Mick Simmons building, alterations. 
Phase 7: c2000-2009: Demolition of buildings and temporary use as a carpark. 
 
Area B: 
Phase 1: Natural landscape. 
Phase 2: Aboriginal occupation. 
Phase 3: 1788-c1823: Brickfields and pottery manufacture and early village. 
Phase 4: c1823-c1840: Post-Brickfield occupation by former convicts and families. 

                                                      
 
2 Jevons 1858:18 
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Phase 5: c1840-1860s: Rebuilding of the structures in 1840s into a series of shops. 
Phase 6: 1860s-c1890: Rebuilding phase associated with general cleansing of the block. 
Phase 7: c1890-1930s: Rebuilding c1890 replaces shops with buildings that survive into the twentieth 
century. 
Phase 8: 1930s-1990s: Structures of previous phase survive. 
 
Area C: 
Phase 1: Natural landscape. 
Phase 2: Aboriginal occupation. 
Phase 3: 1788-c1823: Brickfields and pottery manufacture and early village. 
Phase 4: c1823-c1840: Post-Brickfield occupation by former convicts and families.  Allocation of 
new grants, operation of private businesses by former convict George Richards and Michael Joyce 
with the assistance of assigned convicts.  Both have structures on their properties but only Michael 
Joyce’s are within the study area. 
Phase 5: c1840-1860s: Rebuilding of the structures in 1840s into a series of shops.  This block was 
considered to be one of the worst blocks in Sydney for its poor living standards and vice by 1858. 
Phase 6: 1860s-c1890: Rebuilding phase associated with general cleansing of the block.  More 
substantial rebuilding and continued commercial occupation. 
Phase 7: c1890-1930s: Rebuilding of both properties c1890 sees the replacement of earlier shops 
with buildings that survive into the twentieth century. 
Phase 8: 1930s-1990s: The structure at 710 is again replaced in the 1930s by the current buildings.  
The structures at 712-718 appear to survive into the late twentieth century when they were 
demolished and replaced by low level building. 
 
1.2 Aims of Report 
The three designated areas of the study area (Areas A, B and C) will be discussed individually within 
the confines of this report, with discussion of the ceramics occurring for only the most pertinent 
contexts.  The large volume of locally manufactured pottery recovered from the site, associated with 
Thomas Ball, will be discussed in a separate section (Section 4).  It should be stressed here that this 
report was written when the cataloguing of the locally-made earthenwares was in its very early stages 
of analysis and the numbers used here when referring to the local wares, of both sherd and vessel 
counts, has since been revised.  However proportionally this will not impact on the overall analysis of 
the imported ceramics discussed here as these figures were mainly used to indicate that the imported 
ceramics were comparatively few in contrast to Thomas Ball’s wares and, more importantly, the 
conclusions relating to the overall analysis of the imported ceramics within individual contexts will 
remain relevant. 
 

1.3 Methodology 
The methodology used to catalogue the ceramics was developed by Dr Mary Casey.3

 

  The catalogue 
sheets used an individual catalogue number for each artefact entry (ceramics using numbers #73300-
#74098; #85001-#89690); the context number where item found; the shape of the item (cup, plate, 
etc); the general function (food, alcohol, household, etc); the specific function (teaware, tableware, 
serving, etc); the fabric (stoneware, fine earthenware, etc); portion (percentage of vessel); decoration 
(Sponge, Salt Glaze, Blue Transfer Print, etc); pattern (“Asiatic Pheasants”, etc); country of 
manufacture; mark (ticked if basemark or inscription present); rim diameter (in mm); joins (context 
and catalogue number); item; fragments; weight; brief description (includes mark description and 
information on maker); from and to date, and the box number (final location of item for storage). 

The minimum item count (MIC) was ascertained both by the individual catalogue number and the 
item number.  Where items were too small to ascertain much more than perhaps just the decoration, 
these sherds were grouped together within the one entry and listed as being from at least one item (1 
                                                      
 
3 Casey, Mary 2004  ‘Falling through the cracks: method and practice at the CSR site, Pyrmont’, Australasian 
Historical Archaeology, 21: 27-43 
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MIC).  Items which conjoined between contexts, were only entered once under the ‘item’ column to 
avoid doubling up on numbers, with the number of fragments entered in all cases.  When discussing 
any of the artefacts found all the numbers refer to the minimum item count (MIC) unless specifically 
stated otherwise. 
 
Although a ceramic type series was not undertaken, the methodology used includes a running pattern 
series that incorporates other sites excavated by Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd.  When a pattern could not be 
identified by name a number was assigned to it and this was used every time it was found on either this or 
other sites, or until the pattern name was identified and then it was replaced on the database (ie, Blue 
Transfer Print 39).  This number appears on the catalogue sheets under ‘pattern’.   
 
A separate database was developed specifically for the locally manufactured pottery and involved direct 
data entry onto the computer into various fields relating particularly to this ware type.  This was the first 
time such enormous amounts of locally manufactured earthenware had been recovered from a site, all of 
them wasters from Thomas Ball’s pottery.  The methodology for this will be discussed in the separate 
section (Section 4). 
 
Below is a Table with a list of the abbreviations used in the ceramic catalogue sheets and the artefact 
tables contained in this report. 
 

Abbreviation Description 
alch alcohol 

annular cream annular creamware 
attrib attributed 
Aus Australia 
bc bone china 
bd body 

bl flow blue flow 
bl hp blue handpainted 

blk flow black flow 
black btl blacking bottle 

blktp black transfer print 
bltp blue transfer print 

bltp pearl blue transfer printed pearlware 
btl bottle 

break cup breakfast cup 
bristol gl bristol glaze 

brn gl brown glaze 
brntp brown transfer print 

bs base 
candle stk candle stick 

cew coarse earthenware 
Chinese porc Chinese porcelain 

cleric clerical 
clobb clobbered 
cont container 

cream w creamware 
dia diameter 

dual gl dual glaze 
edge w cream edgeware creamware 

edge pearl edgeware pearlware 
edge WW edgeware whiteware 

ext exterior 
Eur Europe 
few fine earthenware 

figure figurine 
frags fragments 
fstw fine stoneware 
furn kiln furniture 

g beer ginger beer 
gild gilded 
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glz glazed 
gl mou glazed moulded 
grntp green transfer print 

H height 
h’hold household 

hdl handle 
hp handpainted 

hp gild handpainted & gilded 
hp ww handpainted whiteware 

imp impressed 
int interior 

lead gl lead glaze 
maint maintenance 
med medicine 
MIC minimum item count 
misc miscellaneous 
mou moulded 

mou ww lustre moulded & lustre whiteware 
nk neck 

orna ornament 
pttn pattern 
pearl pearlware 
pers personal 
porc porcelain 
prep preparation 

ppl flow purple flow 
ppl tp purple transfer print 
redtp red transfer print 

rock gl rockingham glaze 
salt glz salt glaze 

Scot Scotland 
selfslip self slipped 
serve service 

serve/tblw service/tableware 
sh shoulder 

slip slipped 
spatter pearl spatter pearlware 
spatter ww spatter whiteware 

sponge sponge ware 
sprigg sprigged 
store storage 
stw stoneware 

svfew semi-vitreous fine earthenware 
tblw tableware 

tblw/tea tableware/teaware 
tblw/serve tableware/service 

tea teaware 
tea/tblw teaware/tableware 

Th thickness 
tp transfer print 

UK United Kingdom 
USA United States of America 
unid unidentified 
wgl white glazed 

wgl gilt white-glazed & gilded 
wgl mou white-glazed & moulded 

ww whiteware 
ww mou moulded whiteware 

writ writing 
W3 Willow pattern 

1.4 Authorship 
Rowan Ward wrote this report.  It was reviewed by Mike Hincks and Dr Bernadette McCall. 
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2.0 Discussion / Overview of Individual Areas 
 
2.1 Area A4

Area A comprised the southern part of the site, specifically 720 and 722 George Street.  Most of the 
original topsoil and subsoil appears to have been removed during the brickfield era and the site was 
later backfilled and levelled with reintroduced subsoils prior to the construction of any structures.  
Initially this area of the site was identified as having little or no archaeological potential based on the 
Archaeological Zoning Plan for Central Sydney (1992), however during machining remains of 
footings of the 1830s Woolpack Inn (Phase 4) were found along with evidence of early brickfield 
activity (Phase 3). 

 

 
Four main phases of occupation were found in this area during excavation: 
 

• Phase 3:  A large cut that was probably a clay extraction pit for the making of bricks and 
pottery, backfilled prior to the 1830s; a number of pits containing large amounts of lead-
glazed ceramic wasters and brick fragments indicating brickfield activity on the site. 

• Phase 4:  Rubble stone footings of the Woolpack Inn (c1830-1880) with evidence of five 
rooms of underfloor deposits.  A number of postholes belonging to outbuildings, a cesspit 
and three drains were also found. 

• Phase 5:  By 1882 a new building was at 720 George Street, evident by the remains of well 
dressed rectangular stone footings of a large rectangular building.  Remains of another large 
building of similar construction was found at 722 George Street, along with a cesspit/toilet 
and a drain. 

• Phase 6:  By c1903 both the buildings had become the property of Mick Simmons Ltd.  
Evidence was found that showed alterations were made to join the two buildings together by 
the mid twentieth century, making one large retail store.  This remained extant until 2000. 

 
The Sands Directory lists residents from 1858/59 to 1933 (Appendix 2, Archaeological Assessment, 
June 2008 ). The study area is very confusing given that the street numbers on George Street alter 
considerably over the years, with the assigning of particular numbers changing on individual lots. 
This has meant that the current 720 George Street is listed in the Sands as being number 732 for the 
years 1858/1859 to 1880 and 722 was 734. By 1883 the street numbering became more like it is 
today, with 710 at the northern end of the study area and 720 at the southern end. Although in the 
1890s no.’s 718 and 720 which were one and the same up to this time now become separate (718 is 
the southern triangular section in Area B and 720 and 722 are the two properties in Area A).  The 
Sands lists indicate that the tenants within the study area were all operating commercial businesses. 
 
The Woolpack Inn was situated at the southern end of the site and remained extant for almost 50 
years, from c1830 to 1880, being put up for auction in August 1879.  By 1883 it no longer existed, 
replaced by a new building housing the Mercantile Bank of Sydney, which in turn was replaced by 
the Commercial Bank of Australia in 1893.  From the beginning of the twentieth century Mick 
Simmons Ltd occupied 720 and 722 George Street and by the 1930s Mick Simmons sports store 
covered most of the study area including 716 and 724 George Street, continuing to occupy a number 
of buildings at this locality well into the late twentieth century. 
 
The natural landscape (Phase 1) followed quite a steep gradient from east to west, dropping nearly 
1.5m in depth.  In the southwest corner of Area A most of the natural deposits had been removed 
right down to the lower red and grey clay during the brickfield era and then backfilled prior to the 
construction of the Woolpack Inn. There was no evidence of any Aboriginal occupation found in 
Area A (Phase 2).  Pits containing large amounts of pottery wasters were found in the eastern end of 
Area A showing evidence of early local pottery manufacture (Phase 3). 
 
                                                      
 
4 Area A excavation information and background history provided by Miskella:2009 
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Stone footings, fireplaces and underfloor deposits of the Woolpack Inn all remained in situ along 
with drains, a cesspit and numerous postholes at the rear of the building (Phase 4).  In the 1880s the 
site of the Woolpack Inn was renumbered into 720 and 722 George Street with two new large 
buildings on each site. The Mercantile bank was built on 722 George Street and later the Commercial 
bank was built on 720 George Street (Phase 5).  In the early twentieth century Mick Simmons Ltd 
opened a large store and remodelled 720 and 722 into a 3 story building (Phase 6). This building 
remained extant until c2000 when the site was demolished and used as a temporary carpark (Phase 
7). 
 
The archaeological remains recovered from this area are identified with Phases 3, 4, 5 and 6 and 
some of these will be discussed below in relation to the ceramics found.  A total of 4243 MIC 
ceramics (44009 sherds) were recovered from Area A, in 49 individual contexts.  Just 255 of these 
items (421 sherds) were identified here as being non locally-made earthenwares, with the 
overwhelming majority of 3988 items (43588 sherds) being locally manufactured lead-glazed, 
slipped and self-slipped earthenwares.  Of the 49 contexts found to feature ceramics just 13 will be 
discussed here in relation to specific archaeological features identified within the above phases 
(Table 2.1). 
 

Context MIC % 
7301 1 0.0 
7302 1 0.0 
7312 13 0.3 
7320 12 0.3 
7321 5 0.1 
7323 34 1.0 
7324 124 3.0 
7326 17 0.4 
7327 1 0.0 
7330 2 0.0 
7331 64 1.5 
7333 4 0.1 
7335 58 1.3 
7337 49 1.1 
7350 14 0.3 
7351 3 0.0 
7353 2 0.0 
7362 1 0.0 
7372 3 0.0 
7379 23 0.5 
7385 3 0.0 
7390 4 0.1 
7392 22 0.5 
7398 14 0.3 
7399 8 0.2 
7400 8 0.2 
7421 3 0.0 
7422 5 0.1 
7423 3 0.0 
7430 2 0.0 
7437 2 0.0 
7449 5 0.1 
7460 112 2.6 
7639 1 0.0 
7644 39 1.0 
7645 1087 25.6 
7646 277 6.5 
7648 58 1.3 
7650 22 0.5 
7652 8 0.2 
7653 2 0.0 
7654 19 0.4 
7655 3 0.0 
7659 25 0.6 
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7661 5 0.1 
7662 1451 34.2 
7663 594 14.0 
7664 22 0.5 
7665 8 0.2 

 
4243 99.1 

Table 2.1: Ceramics in individual contexts in Area A 
 
It should be noted here that the above table includes the locally manufactured lead-glazed, slipped 
and self-slipped earthenwares that were present in enormous quantities on this site because of its 
early association with the potter Thomas Ball (Phase 3).  These locally-made ceramics are discussed 
in Section 4 and will not form part of this analysis except in contexts where imported ceramics are 
found.  Consequently some of the contexts that have ceramics present will not be discussed in detail 
here because they are mostly identified with the locally-made wares and will be discussed in full in 
that particular section of the report – this is particularly the case for the waster pits. 
 
The main contexts with associated ceramics to be discussed here are: 

• Context 7399 - Phase 3 – one of the fills in the large cut 7436 
• Context 7645/7648/7662 – Phase 3 - three of the fills in the waster pits 
• Context 7323 - Phase 4 – underfloor deposit in Room 1, Woolpack Inn 
• Context 7324 - Phase 4 – underfloor deposit in Room 2, Woolpack Inn 
• Context 7335 – Phase 4 – underfloor deposit in Room 3, Woolpack Inn 
• Context 7331 – Phase 4 – underfloor deposit in Room 4, Woolpack Inn 
• Context 7337 – Phase 4 – underfloor deposit in Room 5, Woolpack Inn 
• Context 7653/7654/7655 - Phase 4 – cesspit fills 
• Context 7639 – Phase 5 – cesspit fill 

 
 
1788-c1823 (Phase 3) 
The archaeological features associated with this phase was a large cut that was probably a clay 
extraction pit (7436), and a number of pits containing large amounts of early locally-made pottery 
backfilled prior to the 1830s and believed to be associated with the potter Thomas Ball.  These four 
pits (7647, 7649, 7651, 7660) contained massive amounts of lead-glazed ceramic wasters, kiln 
furniture and brick fragments indicating brickfield activity on the site.  Detailed analysis of these pits 
will not be undertaken here – this will be done in Section 4, however discussion will occur relating to 
any imported ceramics found within any of the pit fills. 
 
Clay Extraction Pit 
A large cut was found in the southwest corner of the site (7436),  below the remains of the Woolpack 
Inn.  The full extent of the cut is not known as it extended beyond the limit of the excavation, 
continuing below the George Street frontage and below the extant building at 724 George Street.  
Only the eastern edge of this cut was clearly identified, within two test trenches (TT9 and TT11).  
The cut had near vertical sides, to a minimum depth of 510-750mm, cutting right down to red and 
grey clay (7446). This red and grey clay is what was used for brick and pottery manufacture.  It 
seems that this large cut was intentionally dug out to extract the lower red clay for making bricks and 
ceramics. The cut was then backfilled with several fills (7449, 7385, 7399, 7437, 7430, 7391, 7400, 
7326, 7390) prior to the construction of the Woolpack Inn in c1823. Because of the location of this 
large cut below the footings of the Woolpack Inn (7309) and 722 George Street (7307) the fills found 
either side of the footings were given separate context numbers as they were removed at separate 
times but these numbers have all been aligned in the matrix. 
 
A total of 49 ceramics were recovered from eight of the nine fills contained in the cut (7391 had no 
ceramics).  Forty-eight of these items were locally manufactured lead-glazed, slipped and self-slipped 
earthenwares (see Section 4).  Just one item was recovered in fill 7399 that was not of local 
manufacture, a rim sherd from a green shell-edged pearlware plate, dating between c1780 to c1840 
(#73594), (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1: Green shell-edged pearlware plate found within the clay extraction pit (7399/#73594) 
 
Pottery Waster Pits 
Four large pits were found towards the eastern end of Area A (7647, 7649, 7651 and 7660).  All four 
pits were backfilled with large amounts of early pottery wasters, mainly lead-glazed earthenware, and 
burnt clay fragments.  This large concentration of wasters indicates that early pottery manufacture, 
specifically that made by Thomas Ball, had occurred within the immediate vicinity.  Detailed 
analysis of these pits and their locally-made contents is discussed in Section 4.  The ceramics 
identified here are those that were imported into Sydney from overseas and their presence in any of 
the pit fills can help ascertain when the pits may have been backfilled. 
 
Two of the pits, 7647 and 7660, featured a few imported ceramics in their fills.5

 

  Pit 7647 contained 
three fills and 11 imported ceramics were identified, and pit 7660 contained five fills and just five 
imported ceramics were found.  Pit 7647 was a round edged cut with gently sloping sides and the 
visible extent of this feature was 2m x 1m to a maximum depth of 1.2m.  This pit contained three 
fills, 7661, 7645 and 7648.  The basal fill (7661) was a grey/yellow mottled clay with occasional 
ceramic fragments while the two upper fills (7645, 7648) featured large amounts of broken locally 
manufactured ceramics.  Fill 7645 contained 1087 ceramics (Table 2.1), represented by a total of 
16,199 sherds, of which just 10 ceramics (15 sherds) were imported (Table 2.2). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
 
5 Pits 7649 and 7651 had no imported ceramics within their fills.   
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General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Country From To Items 

food tblw plate bl flow few 
 

UK 1830 1930 1 

   
bl hp chinese porc 

 
China 1790 

 
1 

   
bltp few Burmese UK 1834 1867 1 

   
cream w few 

 
UK 1780 1900 1 

 
tea saucer bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 1 

unid unid unid bl flow few 
 

UK 1830 1930 1 

   
brntp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
grntp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1870 2 

         
10 

Table 2.2: Ceramics in pit fill 7645 
 
None of the ceramics featured basemarks or were noted to have conjoins with any other context 
(#74083 to #74092).  The ten items were characterized by very small sherds, with all being 
representative of <10 per cent of an individual vessel.  All but one of the items were manufactured in 
the United Kingdom, the exception being a blue handpainted Chinese porcelain plate (#74083).  This 
item was also the only one made of a non fine earthenware fabric.  The date range of the 10 ceramics 
is generally very broad although the presence of transfer prints in brown and green indicates that the 
fill occurred post-1830s (Figure 2).  The plate with the identified blue transfer-printed “Burmese” 
pattern indicates that the backfilling event occurred at least post-1834 (#74091).  This pattern had 
two known manufacturers – Mellor, Venables & Co, of Burslem, Staffordshire (1834-1851), and 
Copeland, Late Spode, of Stoke, Staffordshire (c1847-1851). 
 

Figure 2: Ceramics recovered in pit fill 7645.  The blue handpainted Chinese porcelain plate sherd is at 
the top left of photo (#74083).  The blue transfer-printed “Burmese” pattern plate sherd is also 
in the top row, second from right (#74091). 

 
The only other imported ceramic to be identified in pit 7647 came from the fill 7648, under 7645.  
Fill 7648 contained 58 ceramics (Table 2.1), represented by a total of 118 sherds, of which just one 
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item was imported (9 sherds).  The handpainted pearlware plate was made in the United Kingdom 
and had a broad date range of c1780 to c1870 (#74093) (Figure 3). 
 

Figure 3: Handpainted pearlware plate in pit fill 7648 (#74093). 
 

The second pit that contained a few imported ceramics was pit 7660, a large rectangular pit with 
straight sides and a flat base.  It was probably a clay extraction pit that was later backfilled with 
pottery wasters.  The pit contained five identifiable fills (7362, 7363, 7364, 7665 and 7666), with the 
upper fills 7662 and 7663 containing the majority of the locally-made ceramics and brick fragments. 
These backfills are believed to represent a series of dumpings, but due to time constraints not all 
phases were individually numbered. The lower fills of 7664, 7665 and 7666 contained few ceramic 
and brick inclusions and were mostly composed of redeposited silt and clays.  Fill 7662 was the only 
one of the five fills to feature any imported ceramics.  Fill 7662 contained 1451 ceramics (Table 2.1), 
represented by a total of 17003 sherds, of which just five ceramics (9 sherds) were imported (Table 
2.3). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Country From To #Items 

unid unid unid bl hp chinese porc China 1790 
 

1 

   
bltp pearl few UK 1800 1870 1 

   
brntp few UK 1830 

 
1 

   
cream w few UK 1780 1900 1 

   
wgl bc UK 1800 

 
1 

   
 

    
5 

Table 2.3: Ceramics in pit fill 7662 
 
None of the ceramics featured identified patterns, basemarks or were noted to have conjoins with any 
other context (#74094-#74098).  The five items were all identified from very small sherds, with all 
again being representative of <10 per cent of the individual vessel.  Four of the items were 
manufactured in the United Kingdom, the single exception being a blue handpainted Chinese 
porcelain unidentified rim sherd (#74094).  Here again the date range of the five ceramics is very 
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broad, with the presence of brown transfer print indicating that the backfill occurred post-1830.  
Although the number of imported ceramics is very small here, the few decorative types that are 
represented are those commonly associated with early nineteenth century ceramic assemblages 
(Figure 4). 
 

Figure 4: Ceramics recovered in pit fill 7662.   The blue handpainted Chinese porcelain sherd is on the 
far right of the photo (#74094). 

 
 
c1830-c1880 (Phase 4) 
The archaeological features associated with this phase were the rubble stone footings of the 
Woolpack Inn (7309) and its five rooms of underfloor deposits (7323, 7324, 7335, 7331, 7337), a 
number of postholes belonging to outbuildings associated with the Woolpack Inn, a cesspit (7658), 
and three drains (7447, 7636, 7656).  The five underfloor deposits all contained ceramics, as did the 
cesspit.  No ceramics were recovered from any of the outbuildings postholes or the three drains. 
 
Woolpack Inn Underfloor Deposits 
The Woolpack Inn, aligned with George Street, was built in the 1830s and was extant for nearly 50 
years, during which time it went through numerous licensees.  By 1882 the Inn had been demolished 
and the Mercantile Bank occupied the site.  The stone footings of the Inn survived (7309) and five 
rooms were clearly identified within it, each containing underfloor deposits.  The underfloor deposits 
in each room are discussed below. 
 
Room 1 
Room 1 was located in the southwest corner of the Inn footings and its underfloor deposit was most 
evident in the northern half of the room (7323), becoming more rubbly and disturbed further south.  
The deposit was removed within 500 x 500mm gridded squares and was 100 per cent wet sieved 
through 5mm and 3mm sieves.  Most squares only contained one spit.  The deposit yielded a total of 
34 ceramics (37 sherds), both imported and locally manufactured (Table 2.4). 
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General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Country From To Items 

bev ginger beer btl salt gl stw 
 

UK/Aus 1830 1930 3 

food tblw plate bltp few W3 UK 1810 
 

1 

   
edge WW few 

 
UK 1830 1860 1 

 
tea saucer bl flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 1 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 1 

unid unid unid bl hp chinese porc 
 

China 1790 
 

1 

   
bltp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
2 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 4 

   
lead gl few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 16 

   
lead gl cew 

 
Aus 1810 1823 1 

   
slip cew 

 
Aus 1810 1823 1 

   
wgl bc 

 
UK 1800 

 
1 

   
wgl svfew 

 
UK 1840 

 
1 

   
 

     
34 

Table 2.4: Ceramics in underfloor deposit 7323 
 

The 34 ceramics found within this room were all represented by very small sherds, with the 
individual items all catalogued with a portion size of <10 per cent of the vessel.  This is also reflected 
in the majority of the ceramics being unidentified, with 27 out of the 34 items unable to be assigned a 
specific function or shape, representing 79.4 per cent of the underfloor ceramic assemblage.  None of 
the ceramics featured basemarks and none were found to have conjoins, either between the spits, 
squares or indeed any other context.  There was only one identified pattern, the ubiquitous “Willow” 
pattern in blue transfer print on a plate (#73426). 
 
Six ceramic fabric types were present here, bone china (1), Chinese porcelain (1), coarse earthenware 
(2), fine earthenware (26), semi-vitreous fine earthenware (1) and stoneware (3).  Fine earthenware is 
by far the most common, representing 76.4 per cent of the total.  Both locally manufactured and 
imported ceramics were identified, with China (1), United Kingdom/Australia (3), United Kingdom 
(12) and Australia (18) represented.  The three items catalogued as being of United 
Kingdom/Australia manufacture are the salt-glazed stoneware ginger beer bottles that had no 
identifying manufacturer marks to indicate definite country of origin (#73303-#73305).  The 18 items 
identified as being of probable local Australian manufacture are the slipped (1) and lead glazed (17) 
earthenwares, all represented by unidentified body sherds.  The single item from China was a blue 
handpainted porcelain unidentified body sherd (#73417). 
 
A total of nine decorative ceramic types are in the underfloor deposit, with the 17 lead glaze the most 
prevalent (50%).  The decorative types include blue flow (1), blue handpainted (1), blue transfer print 
(3), blue transfer-printed pearlware (5), edgeware whiteware (1), lead glaze (17), salt glaze (3), 
slipped (1) and white glazed (2).  The presence of decorative types that date from c1830 indicates 
that this deposit in all likelihood related to the Woolpack (salt-glazed stoneware, edgeware 
whiteware, blue flow and blue transfer print), coupled with the single white-glazed semi-vitreous fine 
earthenware item dating from c1840+ (#73428).  The underfloor deposit was noted as being very 
rubbly, especially in the southern half of the room, and in some parts it was not clearly underfloor 
and there may have been some contamination with the underlying construction layer (7320) and also 
from one of the upper backfills (7326) from the large clay extraction pit (7436) that the room was 
built over.  This would explain the relatively high occurrence here of early locally manufactured 
slipped and lead-glazed earthenware (18), with the construction layer and pit backfill both also 
containing these wares. 
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Room 2 
This room was located directly east of room 1 and its underfloor deposit (7324) was more extensive 
than in room 1.  The deposit was excavated within 500 x 500mm gridded squares in 50mm spits and 
was 100 per cent wet sieved through 5mm and 3mm sieves.  Most of the grid squares only contained 
one spit.  A large stone fireplace was built into the eastern wall of this room and this room may have 
been the back kitchen of the Inn.  The underfloor deposit was sitting above a layer of construction 
debris (7379) which may have been mixed with an earlier levelling fill as it contained artefacts 
including glass, lead glaze and kaolin.  The deposit yielded a total of 124 ceramics (159 sherds), both 
imported and locally manufactured (Table 2.5). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Country From To Items 

food tblw plate cream w few 
 

UK 1780 1900 2 

   
pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1870 1 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 1 

 
tea breakfast cup pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1870 1 

   
ppl tp few 

 
UK 1860 

 
1 

  
cup bltp few Fibre UK 1830 

 
1 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 3 

   
bltp pearl few 

Concentric 
Circles 
Border UK 1820 1840 1 

   
brntp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
cream w few 

 
UK 1780 1900 1 

   
grntp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
hp pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1870 2 

   
hp ww few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
wgl bc 

 
UK 1800 

 
1 

   
yellow ware few 

 

UK/USA/Eur
/Aus 1830 

 
1 

  
saucer banded few 

 
UK 1860 

 
1 

   
bl flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 2 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 6 

   
brntp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
cream w few 

 
UK 1780 1900 1 

food tea saucer pearl few 
 

UK 1780 1870 2 

   
ppl tp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
ppl tp few Cable UK 1860 

 
1 

   
ww few 

 
UK 1869 1892 1 

 
tea/tblw plate-small ppl tp few 

 
UK 1860 

 
1 

h'hold maint black bottle salt gl stw 
 

UK/Aus 1830 1930 1 

unid unid unid bl hp chinese porc 
 

China 1790 
 

2 

   
bltp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
3 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 15 

   
cream w few 

 
UK 1780 1900 2 

   
hp pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1870 1 

   
lead gl cew 

 
Aus 1810 1823 5 
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lead gl few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 51 

   
pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1870 3 

unid unid unid selfslip few 
 

Aus 1810 1823 2 

   
sprigg bc 

 
UK 1830 1920 1 

   
wgl bc 

 
UK 1800 

 
1 

   
ww few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
 

     
124 

Table 2.5: Ceramics in underfloor deposit 7324 
 
The 124 ceramics found within this room were also all represented by very small sherds, with the 
individual items all, with the exception of four items, catalogued with a portion size of <10 per cent 
of the vessel.  The four exceptions were all identified as being 10 per cent of the vessel size so these 
fragments were also not large (#73431, #73433, #73437, #73460).  This small fragment size is also 
indicated by the majority of the ceramics in the deposit being unidentified, with 87 out of the 124 
items unable to be assigned either a specific function or shape, representing 70.1 per cent of the 
underfloor ceramic assemblage.  Two of the items had conjoining sherds in different gridded squares: 
eight sherds from a banded fine earthenware saucer in square A5/spit 1 (#73433) joined with two 
sherds in square A2/spit 1 (#73430), and two sherds from a whiteware saucer in square B3/spit 1 
(#73437) joined with two sherds in square B2/spit 1 (#73439). 
 
Five ceramic fabric types were present here, bone china (3), Chinese porcelain (2), coarse 
earthenware (5), fine earthenware (113) and stoneware (1).  Fine earthenware is by far the most 
frequent, representing 91.1 per cent of the total.  Both locally manufactured and imported ceramics 
were identified, with United Kingdom/Australia (1), United Kingdom/United States of 
America/Europe/Australia (1), China (2), Australia (58) and United Kingdom (62) represented.  The 
one item catalogued as being of United Kingdom/Australia manufacture was the salt-glazed 
stoneware blacking bottle that had no identifying manufacture mark to indicate the definite country 
of origin (#73306); a yellow ware cup was catalogued as being made in the United Kingdom/United 
States of America/Europe/Australia in general because this popular ware was manufactured in many 
countries throughout the world (#73460); the two items from China were blue handpainted porcelain 
unidentified body and base sherds (#73455, #73475), and the 58 items specifically identified as being 
of local Australian manufacture are the self-slipped (2) and lead glazed (56) earthenwares  
represented by unidentified body and base sherds (#88889-#88946). 
 
A total of 19 decorative ceramic types were identified within this underfloor deposit, a far greater 
range than was found in Room 1 (Table 2.6). 
 

Decoration Items % 
banded 1 0.8 
bl flow 1 0.8 
bl hp 2 1.6 
bltp 4 3.2 

bltp pearl 27 21.7 
brntp 2 1.6 

cream w 6 4.8 
grntp 1 0.8 

hp pearl 3 2.4 
hp ww 1 0.8 
lead gl 56 45.1 
pearl 7 5.6 

ppl tp 4 3.2 
salt gl 1 0.8 
selfslip 2 1.6 
sprigg 1 0.8 

wgl 2 1.6 
ww 2 1.6 

yellow ware 1 0.8 
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124 99.6 

Table 2.6: Range of decorative types in 7324 
 

Most of the decorative types identified here featured long periods of manufacture and were available 
throughout much of the nineteenth century and well into the twentieth century.  These included the 
banded, blue flow, blue transfer print, brown transfer print, creamware, green transfer print, hand 
painted whiteware, purple transfer print, salt-glazed stoneware, sprigged, white-glazed semi-vitreous 
fine earthenware, whiteware and yellow ware.  Although individually these are only represented here 
in very small numbers, their presence in the deposit indicates that they were available within the 
marketplace and in use at the Woolpack Inn.  The underfloor deposit was sitting above a layer of 
construction debris (7379) which may have been mixed with an earlier levelling fill.  The high 
incidence of early locally-made lead glaze earthenware, numbering 56 items and representing 45.1 
per cent of the ceramics found in this deposit, suggests that there may have been some contamination 
of the underfloor from underlying layers. 
 
The identified functions and shapes of the ceramics in this room are indicative of food consumption, 
with tableware and teaware-related items identified (Table 2.5).  Of the 124 ceramics found the 
number of identified shapes totalled 37 items, and of these 36 were directly associated with food 
(97.3%).  The single exception to this was the stoneware blacking bottle identified with the function 
of household maintenance (#73306).  Tableware (4) was identified by plates, teaware (36) by 
breakfast cups (2), cups (13) and saucers (16), and teaware/tableware (1) by a small plate.  The 
presence of items associated with the consumption of food reflects the greater risk of breakages that 
these objects had because they were commonly used every day, and often more than once a day. 
 
Three transfer-printed patterns were identified on three individual items (Table 2.5).  The identified 
patterns were a blue transfer-printed “Fibre” pattern cup dating from c1830+ (#73485), a purple 
transfer-printed “Cable” pattern saucer dating from c1860+ (#73468), and a blue transfer-printed 
pearlware “Concentric Circles Border” pattern cup attributed to Enoch Wood, of Burslem, dating 
between c1820 to c1840 (#73490).6

 
 

One of the items that featured conjoining sherds in different gridded squares also had the remains of 
an identifiable basemark.  The whiteware saucer in squares B3/spit 1 (#73437) and B2/spit 1 
(#73439) featured the transfer-printed mark of “J.F. WILEMA(N)” and an impressed 
“WARRAN(TED)” mark, dating between 1869 to 1892. 
 
Room 3 
Room 3 was located north of room 1 and also fronted George Street. It shares common walls with 
room 4.  Only a very small area of this room survived as most of it had been removed by later 
footings and wall trenches and by modern services.  The internal dimensions of what remained of 
room 3 were 4330 x 1550mm.  The underfloor deposit (7335) was removed in gridded squares and 
was 100 per cent wet sieved through 5mm and 3mm sieves.  Below the underfloor deposit was a 
mixed layer of construction debris (7350) which also contained artefact inclusions.  The deposit 
yielded a total of 58 ceramics (64 sherds), both imported and locally manufactured (Table 2.7). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Country From To Items 

food tblw plate bltp few W3 UK 1810 
 

2 

   
edge pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1860 1 

 
tea cup bl flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 2 

  
saucer bl flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 1 

   
blk flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 1 

   
ppl tp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
2 

                                                      
 
6 Neale 2005:56 
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h'hold orna orna wgl mou bc 
 

UK 1800 
 

1 

unid cont btl salt gl stw 
 

UK/Aus 1830 1930 1 
unid unid unid bl flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 5 

   
bl flow svfew 

 
UK 1840 1930 1 

 
unid unid bltp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
bltp few W3 UK 1810 

 
1 

   
bltp svfew 

 
UK 1840 

 
1 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 1 

   
grntp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
lead gl cew 

 
Aus 1810 1823 8 

   
lead gl few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 26 

   
ww few 

 
UK 1830 

 
2 

    
 

    
58 

Table 2.7: Ceramics in underfloor deposit 7335 
 
The 58 ceramics from this deposit were, once again, all characterized by very small sherds, with the 
individual items all catalogued with a portion size of <10 per cent of the vessel.  This is again 
reflected in the majority of the ceramics being unable to be catalogued with an identifiable function 
or shape, with 47 out of the 58 items being unidentified, representing 81.0 per cent of the ceramic 
assemblage.  None of the ceramics featured basemarks and there was only one identified pattern, the 
ever-popular blue transfer-printed “Willow” pattern (#73524, #73525, #73527).  Two of the items 
had conjoining sherds in different gridded squares: one sherd from a salt-glazed stoneware bottle in 
square H7/spit 1 (#73309) joined with one sherd in square H3/spit 2 (#73310), and one sherd from a 
blue flow saucer in square D1/spit 1 (#73529) joined with one sherd in square D2/spit 1 (#73531). 
 
Five ceramic fabric types were present here, bone china (1), coarse earthenware (8), fine earthenware 
(46), semi-vitreous fine earthenware (2) and stoneware (1).  Fine earthenware is by far the most 
common, representing 79.3 per cent of the total.  Both locally manufactured and imported ceramics 
were identified, with the United Kingdom/Australia (1), United Kingdom (23) and Australia (34) 
represented.  The single item catalogued as being of United Kingdom/Australia manufacture is a salt-
glazed stoneware bottle that had no identifying manufacturer mark to indicate definite country of 
origin (#73309/#73310).  The 34 items identified as being of probable local Australian manufacture 
are the lead-glazed coarse and fine earthenwares, all represented by unidentified body sherds 
(#89015-#89048). 
 
Eleven decorative ceramic types were found in this underfloor deposit, with the 34 lead glaze the 
most prevalent (58.6%).  The decorative types include black flow (1), blue flow (9), blue transfer 
print (5), blue transfer-printed pearlware (1), edgeware pearlware (1), green transfer print (1), lead 
glaze (34), purple transfer print (2), salt glaze (1), white-glazed and moulded (1) and whiteware (2).  
The presence of six decorative types that generally date from the c1830s indicates that the deposit is 
associated with the Woolpack Inn.  Even though these items are represented here in fairly small 
numbers their existence in the deposit at least indicates their availability within the marketplace.  
Contamination in the south and west of the room was noted from a construction cut and fill, 
explaining the relatively high occurrence of the early locally-made lead-glazed earthenware in the 
underfloor deposit, relating to the site being heavily impacted upon by large waster pits and levelling 
fill associated with Thomas Ball’s early pottery. 
 
Room 4 
Room 4 also fronted George Street and was located directly north of room 3.  A flat sandstock brick 
and sandstone fireplace was built into the east wall of this room (7328). The north of the room no 
longer existed, with the dimensions of the surviving area measuring 4080 x 2900mm.  Room 4 was 
also gridded for the removal of the underfloor deposit (7331) which was 100 per cent wet sieved 
through 5mm and 3mm sieves. This deposit was mostly only one spit deep and almost non-existent at 
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the western end of the room.  Within the underfloor deposit were the decayed wood remains and 
impressions of three floor bearers running in a north-south direction.  The deposit contained a total of 
64 ceramics (74 sherds), both imported and locally manufactured (Table 2.8). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Country From To #Items 

food tblw plate bl flow few 
 

UK 1830 1930 1 

   
bltp few W3 UK 1810 

 
1 

 
tea cup bltp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 2 

unid cont btl salt gl stw 
 

UK/Aus 1830 1930 2 

 
unid unid bl flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 2 

   
bltp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
2 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 2 

   
grntp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
hp pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1870 1 

   
lead gl cew 

 
Aus 1810 1823 5 

   
lead gl few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 43 

   
slip few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 1 

         
64 

Table 2.8: Ceramics in underfloor deposit 7331 
 
The 64 ceramics from this underfloor deposit were again all characterized by very small sherds, with 
all the individual items catalogued with a portion size of <10 per cent of the vessel.  This is once 
again reflected in the majority of the ceramics being unable to be catalogued with an identifiable 
function or shape, with 57 out of the 64 items being unidentified, representing 89.0 per cent of the 
ceramic assemblage.  None of the ceramics featured basemarks and none were found to have 
conjoins, either between spits, squares or any other contexts.  There was only one identified pattern, a 
blue transfer-printed “Willow” pattern plate (#73506). 
 
Three main fabric types were identified here, coarse earthenware (5), fine earthenware (57) and 
stoneware (2).  Fine earthenware is the most dominant, representing 89 percent of the total.  Both 
locally manufactured and imported ceramics were again identified, with the United 
Kingdom/Australia (2), United Kingdom (13) and Australia (49) represented.  The two items 
catalogued as being of United Kingdom/Australia manufacture are both salt-glazed stoneware bottles 
with no identifying manufacturer marks to indicate definite country of origin (#73307, #73308).  The 
49 items identified as being of probable local Australian manufacture are the lead-glazed coarse and 
fine earthenwares (48) and the slipped earthenware (1), all represented by unidentified body or base 
sherds (#88964-#89012). 
 
Eight decorative ceramic types were found in this deposit, with the 48 lead glaze by far the most 
common (75.0%).  The decorative types identified here included blue flow (3), blue transfer print (4), 
blue transfer-printed pearlware (4), green transfer print (1), handpainted pearlware (1), lead glaze 
(48), salt glaze (2) and slipped (1).  The dominance of the early locally-made lead-glazed 
earthenware can again be attributed to impacts across the site from the waster pits associated with 
Thomas Ball and the levelling fills used prior to the construction of the Woolpack Inn. 
 
Room 5 
Room 5 was a back room on the same alignment as room 2 (the kitchen) and shared a common wall 
with rooms 3 and 4.   It may have been a continuation of room 2 however because of all the modern 
disturbance between the two areas they were recorded as separate rooms.  The remaining area of this 
room measured 3470 x 2300mm.  The room was gridded for the removal of the underfloor deposit 
and it was 100 per cent wet sieved through 5mm and 3mm sieves (7337).  The room was located 
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above a large cut (7352/7353) which pre-dates the construction of the Inn.  The underfloor deposit 
contained a total of 49 ceramics (59 sherds), both imported and locally manufactured (Table 2.9). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Country From To Items 

bev ginger beer btl salt gl stw 
 

UK/Aus 1830 1930 1 
food cont jar salt gl stw 

 
UK/Aus 1830 1930 1 

 
serve dish bltp few 

Asiatic 
Pheasants UK 1850 

 
1 

  
platter banded few 

 
UK 1860 

 
1 

 
tblw plate ppl tp svfew 

 
UK 1860 

 
1 

   
wgl mou svfew 

 
UK 1840 

 
1 

 
tea cup bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 2 

   
ww few 

 
UK 1830 

 
4 

  
saucer mou ww few 

 
UK 1830 

 
2 

   
ppl tp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
3 

   
sponge few 

 
UK/USA/Europe 1840 1930 1 

 
tea/tblw egg cup wgl bc 

 
UK 1800 

 
3 

  
plate-small ww few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

food/pers serv/hygiene jug/ewer ww few 
 

UK 1830 
 

1 
pers hygiene poe cream w few 

 
UK 1780 1900 1 

unid cont btl salt gl stw 
 

UK/Aus 1830 1930 1 

  
jar wgl svfew 

 
UK 1840 

 
1 

 
unid unid bl flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 2 

   
blktp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
bltp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
3 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 1 

   
clobb few 

 
UK 1830 

 
2 

   
cream w few 

 
UK 1780 1900 1 

   
hp bc 

 
UK 1800 

 
1 

   
lead gl few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 4 

   
ppl tp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
2 

   
selfslip few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 1 

   
ww few 

 
UK 1830 

 
5 

         
49 

Table 2.9: Ceramics in underfloor deposit 7337 
 
The 49 ceramics were all again represented by very small sherds, with all the individual items 
catalogued with a portion size of <10 per cent.  There were three exceptions to this, with a white-
glazed bone china egg cup identified with a portion size of 10 per cent (#73548), another white-
glazed bone china egg cup with a portion size of 25 per cent (#73552), and a white-glazed semi-
vitreous fine earthenware jar with a portion size of 10 per cent (#73571).  This small fragment size is 
also indicated by the fact that just under half of the ceramics are unidentified in both function and 
shape (23), representing 46.9 per cent of the assemblage here.  One of the items, a salt-glazed 
stoneware jar, featured conjoining sherds in two different gridded squares: one sherd was in square 
B4/spit 1 (#73312) and another joining sherd was in square G4/spit 1 (#73314).  None of the items 
featured basemarks and there was only one identified ceramic pattern, a blue transfer-printed “Asiatic 
Pheasants” pattern serving dish (#73555). 
 
Four ceramic fabric types were present here, bone china (4), fine earthenware (39), semi-vitreous fine 
earthenware (3) and stoneware (3).  Fine earthenware is the most commonly found, representing 79.6 
per cent of the total.  Both locally-made and imported ceramics were identified, with the United 
Kingdom/United States of America/Europe (1), United Kingdom/Australia (3), Australia (5) and 
United Kingdom (40) represented.  A sponged saucer was catalogued as being made in the United 
Kingdom/United States of America/Europe in general because this popular ware was manufactured 
in many countries throughout the world and rarely identified with a manufacturers mark (#73540); 
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the three items catalogued as being of United Kingdom/Australia manufacture are salt-glazed 
stoneware bottles (#73313, #73311) and a jar (#73312/#73314) which had no identifying 
manufacturer marks to indicate definite country of origin, and the five items specifically identified as 
being of local Australian manufacture are the self-slipped (1) and lead glazed (4) earthenwares  
represented by unidentified body and base sherds (#89049-#89053). 
 
A total of 17 decorative ceramic types were identified within this underfloor deposit, similar in 
number to that found within the adjacent room 2 underfloor deposit (7324) (Table 2.10). 
 

Decoration Items % 

banded 1 2.0 

bl flow 2 4.0 

blktp 1 2.0 

bltp 4 8.1 

bltp pearl 3 6.1 
clobb 2 4.0 

cream w 2 4.0 

hp 1 2.0 

lead gl 4 8.1 

mou ww 2 4.0 

ppl tp 6 12.2 

salt gl 3 6.1 

selfslip 1 2.0 

sponge 1 2.0 

wgl 4 8.1 

wgl mou 1 2.0 

ww 11 22.4 

 
49 99.1 

Table 2.10: Range of decorative types in 7337 
 
Most of the decorative types identified here featured long periods of manufacture and were available 
throughout much of the nineteenth century and well into the twentieth century.  These included the 
banded, black transfer print, blue flow, blue transfer print, blue transfer-printed pearlware, clobbered, 
creamware, moulded whiteware, purple transfer print, salt-glazed stoneware, spongeware, white-
glazed semi-vitreous fine earthenware, white-glazed and moulded semi-vitreous fine earthenware and 
whiteware.  Although individually these are here in low numbers, their existence in the deposit again 
indicates that a range of decorative choices were available within the marketplace and in use at the 
Woolpack Inn.  The room was located above a large cut and fill which pre-dates the construction of 
the Inn (7352/7353), and the presence of the five early locally-made self-slipped and lead-glazed 
earthenwares here may indicate some contamination of the underfloor from this underlying feature. 
 
Many of the ceramics in this room, like that of room 2, were able to be catalogued with identified 
functions and shapes despite their small sherd size (<10%), unlike those in rooms 1, 3 and 4.  The 
identified functions and shapes of the ceramics in this deposit are indicative of food serving, 
consumption and storage, as well as some evidence of personal hygiene (Table 2.9).  Of the 49 
ceramics found here, the number of identified shapes totalled 26, representing 53.0 per cent of the 
assemblage.  Twenty-two of the shapes are food-related, including that of beverage, indicative of 
84.6 per cent of the identified items.  Ceramics associated with the direct consumption of food 
numbered 18, with tableware (2), teaware (12) and teaware/tableware (4) representing this field.  The 
serving of food (2), its storage (1) and the drinking of beverages (1) are also identified here.  The 
strong presence of items associated with food consumption reflects the greater risk of breakages that 
these objects had because of their frequent use in day-to-day activities. 
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Cesspit 7658 
A brick cesspit was located close to the property boundary between 722 and 724 George Street and 
appears to be associated with the occupation of the Woolpack Inn (c1830-c1880).  The sandstock 
brick cesspit walls were five courses deep and the structure measured 1600 x 1400 x 460mm.  It had 
a natural clay base and had been impacted by a modern pier and the twentieth century footings of 722 
George Street.  The cesspit contained three distinct fills. The base fill (7655) was the deepest fill and 
was a grey yellow sandy mortar with brown humic sand and contained three ceramics.  The middle 
fill was up to 160mm deep and was a dark brown to black humic sand containing 19 ceramics (7654), 
and the uppermost fill of brown sand contained just two ceramics (7653).  There were no cess 
deposits in this structure, it appears to have been cleaned out and then backfilled with the sand and 
associated 24 ceramics (119 sherds) (Table 2.11). 
 

Context Items % Frags Frags 

7653 2 8.3 6 6 

7654 19 79.1 51 51 
7655 3 12.5 62 62 

 
24 99.9 119 119 

Table 2.11: Total ceramics in cesspit 7658 
 
Although the middle fill 7654 contains many more ceramics than either the upper fill 7653 or basal 
fill 7655, featuring 19 ceramics in total, the number of sherds is greater in fill 7655 (62) and belong 
to just three items. 
 
The ceramic assemblage from the three cesspit backfills are discussed together (Figure 5).  Two of 
the items were found to have conjoins between two of the fills, indicating that the deposition 
occurred during the one event.  Both items featured conjoins between the middle fill (7654) and the 
basal fill (7655).  Five sherds in fill 7654 from a blue transfer-printed “Albion” pattern platter, dating 
between 1858 to 1937 (#73613), joined with 37 sherds in fill 7655 (#73622), and three sherds in fill 
7654 from a blue-transfer-printed “Willow” pattern serving dish, dating from c1830+ (#73614), 
joined with 21 sherds in fill 7655 (#73621) (Figs 6, 7). 
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Figure 5: Ceramics recovered in cesspit 7658, in fills 7653, 7654 and 7655. 
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Figure 6: Albion pattern platter with conjoining sherds recovered in cesspit 7658, within fills 7654 and 
7655 (#73613/#73622). 

 

Figure 7: Willow pattern serving dish with conjoining sherds recovered in cesspit 7658, within fills 7654 
and 7655 (#73614/#73621). 
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Five ceramic fabric types were present in the cesspit, with fine earthenware the most dominant, 
represented by 17 items and 70.8 per cent of the total.  The three stoneware items are all whole salt-
glazed ginger beer bottles found in fill 7654 (#73317-#73319) (Table 2.12). 

 
Fabric Items % 

bc 1 4.1 
few 17 70.8 
fstw 1 4.1 
stw 3 12.5 

svfew 2 8.3 

 
24 99.8 

Table 2.12: Ceramic fabric in cesspit 7658 
 

Imported ceramics from the United Kingdom dominate the ceramics assemblage from the cesspit 
(Table 2.13).  The 19 items, representing 79.1 per cent of the ceramics, are indicative of the 
domination the United Kingdom ceramic manufacturing industry had achieved during the nineteenth 
century on the worldwide ceramic marketplace as a whole. 
 

Country Items % 
Aus 1 4.1 

China 1 4.1 
UK 19 79.1 

UK/Aus 2 8.3 
UK/USA/Europe 1 4.1 

 
24 99.7 

Table 2.13: Ceramic country of manufacture in cesspit 7658 
 
The single item identified specifically as being of local manufacture was a whole salt-glazed 
stoneware ginger beer bottle with the impressed makers mark of "T FIELD" / "POTTER" / 
"SYDNEY", dating between c1850 to c1860s (#73319).  The other two whole salt-glazed stoneware 
ginger beer bottles had no manufacturer marks present and have been catalogued as United 
Kingdom/Australia made (#73317, #73318).  The single item made in China is a glazed fine 
stoneware ginger jar lid (#73607).  The single item identified as being manufactured in the United 
Kingdom/United States of America/Europe was a spongeware eggcup dating between c1840 to 1930s 
(#73600). 
 
A total of 13 decorative types are represented by the cesspit ceramic assemblage and these typically 
reflect the wide range of ceramic choices available within the marketplace as the nineteenth century 
progressed, ranging from the most simply decorated, such as spongeware, through to the more 
sophisticated transfer prints (Table 2.14). 
 

Decoration Items % 
bl flow 1 4.1 
blktp 3 12.5 
bltp 7 29.1 

bltp pearl 2 8.3 
clobb 1 4.1 
glazed 1 4.1 

glz mou 1 4.1 
grntp 1 4.1 
ppl tp 1 4.1 
salt gl 3 12.5 
sponge 1 4.1 
sprigg 1 4.1 

ww 1 4.1 

 
24 99.3 

Table 2.14: Range of decorative types in cesspit 7658 
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Of the 13 decorative types identified here seven use the mass production technology of transfer 
printing.  These transfer-printed wares, including flow ware and clobbered, are on a total of 16 items 
representing 66.6 percent of the assemblage and include blue flow (1), black transfer print (3), blue 
transfer print (7), blue transfer-printed pearlware (2), clobbered (1), green transfer print (1) and 
purple transfer print (1).  Aside from the transfer-printed items the range of decorative types found 
here represent wares that were available throughout much of the nineteenth century and well into the 
twentieth, including glazed and moulded semi-vitreous fine earthenware, salt-glazed stoneware, 
spongeware, sprigged and whiteware. 
 
The increasing range of decorative types, in a wide range of shapes and with price ranges to suit all 
budgets, meant that the imported United Kingdom wares so effectively dominated the market that 
locally produced ceramics and imported ceramics from China were not able to maintain their 
competitiveness within the marketplace. Locally-made ceramics are represented here by one salt-
glazed stoneware ginger beer bottle manufactured by Thomas Field between c1850 to c1860s 
(#73319), and Chinese importation is evidenced by the glazed fine stoneware ginger jar lid (#73607).  
Overall the ceramic decorative types represented here are generally indicative of the range available 
from at least the mid nineteenth-century onwards. 
 
Fourteen identified shapes were recovered from the cesspit backfills, represented by 18 items, with 
the remaining six items being unidentified (unidentified body sherds) (Table 2.15). 
 

Shape 
Specific 

Function Items 

breakfast cup tea 1 

btl ginger beer 3 

childs mug tea/tblw 1 

dish serve 1 

egg cup tea/tblw 1 

ewer hygiene 2 

ginger jar store 1 

jug serve 1 

plate tblw 2 

plate-small tea/tblw 1 

platter serve 1 

poe hygiene 1 

saucer tea 1 

tureen serve 1 

unid unid 6 

  
24 

Table 2.15: Range of ceramic shapes in cesspit 7658 
 
The identified shapes are predominately associated with food – its serving, storage and consumption 
– with 15 items belonging to this field and representing 83.3 per cent of the identified shapes found.  
Food consumption is the most common function identified, with teaware (2), tableware (2), 
teaware/tableware (3) and ginger beer beverage (3) the most predominant items.  This domination of 
artefacts associated with the consumption of food reflects the greater risk of breakages for items that 
were commonly used more than once every day.  The items identified with teaware/tableware 
includes two items associated with children (Figure 8), a clobbered mug in “The Ethiopians” pattern 
(#73615), and a black transfer-printed alphabet plate (#73601).  The remaining teaware/tableware 
item is a spongeware egg cup (#73600).  The serving of food was associated with four shapes, a dish 
(#73614/#73621), jug (#73611), platter (#73613/#73622) and a tureen (#73616).  The single food 
storage item is a Chinese ginger jar lid (#73607). 
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Figure 8: Black transfer-printed alphabet plate (#73601) and The Ethiopians pattern clobbered mug 
(#73615). 

 
The three items unrelated to food fall into the personal hygiene category and include a poe (#73617) 
and two ewers (#73609, #73610).  On the whole the 14 identified shapes, represented by 18 items, 
are generally indicative of household domestic refuse, and the presence of two items specifically 
associated with children – the child’s mug and alphabet plate – appears to support this.  If the 
backfills in the cesspit are associated with the Woolpack Inn the presence of these children’s items is 
still permissible. 
 
Five patterns were identified within the cesspit, on seven individual items.  These patterns were in 
blue transfer print (4), blue transfer-printed pearlware (2) and clobbered (1) (Table 2.16). 
 

Pattern Number Decoration Shape From To Items 

Albion bltp plate 1858 1937 1 

  
platter 1858 1937 1 

Costumbres Espanoles bltp pearl poe 1861 1873 1 
The Ethiopians clobb childs mug 1830 

 
1 

W3 bltp unid 1810 
 

1 

 
bltp pearl plate 1810 1870 1 

 
bltp dish 1830 

 
1 

     
7 

Table 2.16: Identified patterns in cesspit 7658 
 
Of the four patterns identified here two are commonly found on other Sydney historical excavations, 
the “Albion” (#73612, #73613/#73622) and “Willow” (#73619, #73620, #73614/#73621) patterns 
(Figs 6, 7).  The ceramic decorative types represented in the cesspit backfills are generally indicative 
of the range available within the marketplace from at least the mid nineteenth-century onwards, and 
the identified transfer-printed patterns support this, in particular the “Albion” and “Costumbres 
Espanoles” patterns (Figure 9).  The blue transfer-printed “Albion” pattern plate (#73612) and platter 
(#73613/#73622) are attributed to Sampson Hancock and Sons, of Stoke and Tunstall, and date 
between 1858 to 1937.  The blue transfer-printed pearlware “Costumbres Espanoles” pattern poe 
(#73617) is attributed to George Jones, of Stoke, and dates between c1861 to 1873 (Figure 10). 
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Figure 9: Examples of the identified patterns recovered in cesspit 7658.  These are the Albion pattern 
platter (#73613/#73622), the Costumbres Espanoles pattern poe (#73617), the Willow pattern 
serving dish (#73614/#73621), and The Ethiopians pattern child’s mug (#73615). 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 10: Close-up of the Costumbres Espanoles 
pattern poe (#73617). 
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Four basemarked items were recovered from the cesspit, indicating manufacture in Sydney and the 
United Kingdom (Table 2.17). 

 
Decoration Shape Cat # Brief Description From To Items 

bltp dish 73621/73614 TP basemark - "WARRANTED" / "STAFFORDSHIRE". 1830 
 

1 

bltp pearl poe 73617 

TP basemark - Garter mark with ""COSTUMBRES 
ESPANOLES" around figure of a dancing girl; pttn 
attrib to George Jones, Stoke. 1861 1873 1 

glz mou jug 73611 Emb registration diamond on bs: 19 May, 1860. 1860 
 

1 

salt gl btl 73319 
Imp mark on lower ext bd - "T FIELD" / "POTTER" / 
"SYDNEY" 1850 1860 1 

      
4 

Table 2.17: Basemarked ceramics in cesspit 7658 
 
Three of the items in particular indicate that the backfilling occurred in the second half of the 
nineteenth century,  post-1861.  A locally manufactured salt-glazed stoneware ginger beer bottle 
made by the Sydney potter Thomas Field dated between c1850 and c1860s (#73319).  A semi-
vitreous fine earthenware glazed and moulded jug featured an embossed registration diamond 
indicating that its design was registered on 19 May 1860, however by whom remains unknown 
(#73611).  A blue transfer-printed pearlware poe featuring the “Costumbres Espanoles” pattern was 
attributed to George Jones, of Stoke, and dates between c1861 to 1873 (#73617). 
 
 
c1882-1900 (Phase 5) 
The archaeological features associated with this phase were the large well dressed sandstone block 
footings of a large rectangular building at 722 George Street that cut the earlier footings of the 
Woolpack Inn (7307), a stone cesspit/toilet (7637), a stone lined drain (7657), and the large 
sandstone footings of another building at 720 George Street (7308).  The cesspit and drain are 
associated with both of these later buildings.  No ceramics were recovered from the stone lined drain 
and the cesspit/toilet fill (7639) contained just one ceramic item. 
 
The stone cesspit/toilet was a heavily disturbed sandstone structure which was only one course deep 
(7637).  It may have been a cesspit, or more likely a base for a later toilet, and was comprised of 
three roughly hewn sandstone blocks.  It was located along the southern wall of 722 George Street 
but had been greatly impacted by modern footings to the south and west.  The remnant structure 
measured 1000 x 1050 x 400mm.  The fill (7639) was a brown-grey thick silty clay and contained a 
few artefacts, one of which was ceramic.  This singe ceramic item was a sherd from a blue transfer-
printed “Willow” pattern plate, dating from c1810+ (#73599). 
 
Conclusion 
Area A comprised the southern part of the site, specifically 720 and 722 George Street.  Initially this 
area of the site was identified as having little or no archaeological potential based on the 
Archaeological Zoning Plan for Central Sydney (1992), however during early machining substantial 
sandstone footings from the Woolpack Inn (Phase 4) were found along with evidence of early 
brickfield activity (Phase 3), in the form of a clay extraction pit and a number of large pits containing 
considerable quantities of lead-glazed pottery wasters, kiln furniture and brick fragments. 
 
An estimated total of 4243 ceramics were recovered in this area (Table 2.1), comprising of 44,009 
sherds.  The huge sherd count relates to the locally manufactured lead-glazed, slipped and self-
slipped earthenwares that were contained in four pottery waster pits associated with the potter 
Thomas Ball.  These pits and their contents are not part of this report but are instead part of a 
separate detailed analysis undertaken in Section 4.  Reference to the clay extraction pit and the four 
pottery waster pits was done here only in relation to any imported ceramics contained in their fills. 
 
The clay extraction pit was identified in the southwest corner of the site (7436), below the remains of 
the Woolpack Inn.  Only the eastern edge of the pit cut was clearly identified within two test 
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trenches.  It seems that this large cut was intentionally dug out to extract the lower red clay for 
making bricks and/or ceramics (Phase 3).  The cut was then backfilled with several fills prior to the 
construction of the Woolpack Inn in c1830, with a total of 49 ceramics recovered of which just one 
of these was not of local manufacture, a rim sherd from a green shell-edged pearlware plate, dating 
between c1780 to c1840 (#73594). 
 
The four large pits backfilled with significant amounts of early pottery wasters, mainly lead-glazed 
earthenware, indicated that early pottery manufacture, specifically that made by Thomas Ball, had 
occurred within the immediate vicinity (Phase 3).  Two of the pits did contain a few imported 
ceramics in their fills, pits 7647 and 7660.  Pit 7647 contained 11 imported ceramics (#74083-
#74093), and these indicated that backfilling occurred post-1830 (Table 2.2) and although the 
number of imported ceramics is very small, the few decorative types that are represented are those 
commonly associated with early nineteenth century ceramic assemblages.  The same is true of pit 
7660 which contained just five imported ceramics (#74094-#74098) and which are also indicative of 
backfilling occurring post-1830 (Table 2.3).  The backfilling would have occurred as part of site 
preparation work for the Woolpack Inn. 
 
The Woolpack Inn was built in the 1830s and was extant for nearly 50 years (Phase 4).  By 1882 it 
had been demolished and the Mercantile Bank occupied the site.  The sandstone footings of the Inn 
survived and five rooms, each containing underfloor deposits, were clearly identified within it.  The 
underfloor deposits in all five rooms were excavated within 500 x 500mm gridded squares in 50mm 
spits and 100 per cent wet sieved through 5mm and 3mm sieves.  Most of the squares only contained 
one spit.  A total of 329 ceramics were recovered from the underfloor deposits in the Woolpack Inn.  
Room 1 contained 34 (Table 2.4), Room 2 contained 124 (Tables 2.5, 2.6), Room 3 contained 58 
(Table 2.7), Room 4 contained 64 (Table 2.8), and room 5 contained 49 (Table 2.9).  On the whole 
the ceramics found were all represented by very small sherds, with the individual items all catalogued 
with a portion size of <10 per cent if the vessel.  This sherd size is also reflected in the majority of 
the ceramics recovered remaining unidentified in either specific function or shape.  The underfloor 
deposits in all five rooms featured contamination from earlier deposits, either backfills relating to the 
clay extraction pit and pottery waster pits or from the levelling fills and construction layer.  The 
relatively high occurrence of locally manufactured earthenwares in the underfloor deposits reflects 
this disturbance, however the presence of imported decorative types dating from c1830+, some 
identified transfer-printed patterns dating from not only the 1830s but also the 1850s and 1860s, as 
well as a basemarked item (#73437/#73439), are at least indicative of the range available within the 
marketplace and in use at the Woolpack Inn between the 1830s and c1880.  Although the majority of 
the ceramics were unidentified in their specific function or shape, those that were able to be 
catalogued with an identifiable shape were predominately food-related, especially within the roles 
associated with the direct consumption of food (tableware, teaware and teaware/tableware).  These 
items reflected the greater risk of breakages that these objects had because of their frequent use in 
day-to-day activities.  Generally the underfloor deposits reflected the overall impacts that the large 
waster pits associated with Thomas Ball’s early pottery had on the site as a whole as well as the 
levelling fills used prior to the construction of the Woolpack Inn. 
 
A brick cesspit (7658) was located close to the property boundary between 722 and 724 George 
Street and appeared to be associated with the occupation of the Woolpack Inn.  There were no cess 
deposits in this structure and it appears to have been cleaned out and then backfilled in the one event 
(ceramic conjoins).  The cesspit contained 24 ceramics and overall the decorative types represented 
were generally indicative of the range available from at least the mid nineteenth-century onwards 
(Tables 2.11-2.14).  The identified shapes were predominately associated with food - its serving, 
storage and consumption - with consumption the most commonly recognised (Table 2.15).  Four 
transfer-printed patterns were identified, on a total of seven items (Table 2.16), and with the 
decorative types generally indicative of the mid nineteenth-century onwards, two of the patterns in 
particular also supported this – “Albion” (1858-1937) and “Costumbres Espanoles” (c1861-1873).  
Four basemarked items were recovered, with three in particular indicating that the backfill occurred 
in the second half of the nineteenth century, post-1861 (Table 2.17).  A locally manufactured salt-
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glazed stoneware ginger beer bottle, made by the Sydney potter Thomas Field, dated between c1850 
and c1860s (#73319); a semi-vitreous fine earthenware glazed and moulded jug featured an 
embossed registration diamond indicating that its design was registered on 19 May 1860 (#73611), 
and a blue transfer-printed pearlware poe, featuring the “Costumbres Espanoles” pattern, was 
attributed to George Jones, of Stoke, and dated between c1861 to 1873 (#73617). 
 
 
2.2 Area B7

Area B comprised the central section of the study area at 710-722 George Street. Area B is 
specifically related to numbers 712-718 George Street.  A large pottery waster pit and several layers 
of landscaping fills were recorded as being part of early brickfield activity on site (Phase 3).  This 
pottery waster pit has been interpreted as being related to Thomas Ball’s pottery and the contents of 
the pit will be discussed in detail in a separate report (Section 4).  Three main phases of nineteenth-
century building were also recorded during excavation and along with the main structural remains 
were four cesspits associated with the occupation of the houses. 

 

 
Four main phases of occupation were found in this area during excavation: 
 

• Phase 3:  Brickfield activity was identified in the form of a pottery waster pit containing 
large amounts of lead-glazed pottery.  This has been interpreted as relating to Thomas Ball’s 
pottery that existed in the adjacent lot. 

• Phase 4:  No remains were found of the historically recorded building on Lot 3 dating to 
1831.  Several early features including postholes and an aborted well were identified.  These 
structures were the first in the area after the brick and pottery making ceased.  The lots were 
occupied by former convicts.   

• Phase 5:  The Lot was subdivided into four by this time - 712, 714, 716 and 718 George 
Street.  Sandstone footings for 712, 714 and 716 were found and a sandstock brick cesspit 
was excavated in the yard of 712. Evidence for a timber building with a brick fireplace and 
associated occupation deposit was found at 718. 

• Phase 6:  By 1865 there was a substantial redevelopment of Area B and the timber building 
of 718 was replaced with one with sandstone footings.  712 footings are reused.  714 and 716 
George Street are rebuilt and are much larger.  The sandstone footings for these survived.  
Along with the footings, sandstone cesspits were also excavated to the rear of 714, 716 and 
718. 

 
The natural landscape (Phase 1) followed quite a steep gradient from northeast to southwest, 
dropping nearly 1.5 metres in height.  In the eastern part of Area B most of the natural deposits had 
been removed right down to the lower red and grey clay during the brickfield era and then backfilled 
prior to the construction of houses.  No evidence of Aboriginal occupation was found (Phase 2).  A 
pottery waster pit was identified in the south west of Area B showing evidence of local pottery 
manufacture (Phase 3).   

Stone footings of an early structure were found in Area B that was contemporary with the Woolpack 
Inn in Area A (Phase 4).  A number of other structures were built on the street frontage during the 
1840s as the area urbanised (Phase 5).  There were several other later additions and redevelopments 
evidenced in Area B prior to the twentieth century (Phase 6) and these buildings survived until the 
1970s. 

Area B was once within the early Brickfields where bricks, pottery and tiles were manufactured up 
until the 1820s when the area became increasingly urbanised and the industry moved eastward to 
Surry Hills and other suburbs.  Area B was once Lot 3 Section 2 and the earliest records available 
indicate that it was owned by Michael Joyce, a convict who arrived in the colony in 1811.  He is 

                                                      
 
7 Area B excavation information and background history provided by Spry and Cryerhall:2010 
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recorded as residing in Sydney and working as a Baker in 1818.8

The Sands Directory lists residents from 1858/59 to 1933, with the occupants of all the properties 
operating commercial businesses (Appendix 2, Archaeological Assessment, June 2008).  The study 
area is very confusing given that the street numbers on George Street alter considerably over the 
years, with the assigning of particular numbers changing on individual lots.  Area B consisted of the 
modern street numbers 712, 714, 716 and 718 however in 1858 these were numbered 724 to 730.  By 
1883 the numbering had changed to the modern numbers. 

  Lot 3 (and Lot 2/Area A) is 
adjacent to Thomas Ball’s pottery and the archaeological evidence relating to pottery production 
from both Lots has been associated with him. 

 
The archaeological remains recovered from this area are identified with Phases 3, 4, 5 and 6 and 
some of these will be discussed in relation to the ceramics found.  A total of 1465 MIC ceramics 
(15270 sherds) were recovered from Area B, in 48 individual contexts (Table 2.18). 
 

Context Items % 

7304 2 0.1 

7305 13 0.9 

7306 1 0.0 

7316 17 1.1 

7322 21 1.4 

7332 11 0.7 

7342 2 0.1 

7387 4 0.2 

7395 71 4.8 
7397 7 0.4 

7401 17 1.1 
7412 13 0.9 

7416 1 0.0 

7417 24 1.6 

7425 1 0.0 

7432 19 1.3 

7434 8 0.5 

7435 4 0.2 

7452 4 0.2 

7454 72 5.0 

7455 2 0.1 

7457 10 0.7 

7458 5 0.3 

7460 958 65.4 
7461 16 1.1 

7472 9 0.6 

7473 6 0.4 

7474 19 1.3 

7475 4 0.2 

7478 3 0.2 

7490 18 1.2 

                                                      
 
8 1822 Census, A11708 
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7496 20 1.3 

7505 2 0.1 

7509 1 0.0 

7517 1 0.0 

7521 7 0.4 

7524 1 0.0 

7530 19 1.3 

7539 1 0.0 

7557 1 0.0 

7575 1 0.0 

7608 2 0.1 

7620 8 0.5 

7627 8 0.5 

7632 22 1.5 

7633 0 0.0 

7638 7 0.4 

7642 2 0.1 

 
1465 98.2 

Table 2.18: Ceramics in individual contexts in Area B 
 
The pottery waster pit (7489), identified in the south west of Area B, contained a large quantity of 
early locally-made lead-glazed and self-slipped earthenware in its fill (7460).  These are associated 
with the potter Thomas Ball (Phase 3).  The 958 ceramics in this pit (13641 sherds) represent 65.4 
per cent of the entire ceramic assemblage recovered from Area B.  These locally manufactured 
ceramics, and the detailed analysis of this pit, are not discussed here – they are addressed in a 
separate section (Section 4).  The pit will only be very briefly discussed here in relation to the non-
locally manufactured ceramics identified within it. 
 
It should also be noted here that context 7633 has “0” as its item count because the three sherds 
belonging to the one item here (#73794) conjoined with sherds in context 7632 and it was counted as 
the one item in that context (#73792).  The total number of ceramics recovered in Area B, 1465, is 
inclusive of the locally manufactured earthenware not included for discussion here (Section 4).  The 
imported ceramics only number 180 (512 sherds), representing just 12.3 per cent of the Area B total 
ceramic assemblage, with those manufactured in the United Kingdom being by far the most dominant 
(Table 2.19). 
 

Country Items % 
China 3 1.6 
UK 175 97.2 

UK/Aus 1 0.5 
UK/USA/Europe 1 0.5 

 
180 99.8 

Table 2.19: Total number of imported ceramics in Area B 
 
The main contexts with associated ceramics to be discussed here are: 

• Context 7460 - Phase 3 – waster pit fill 
• Context 7627 - Phase 5 – cesspit fill 
• Context 7395 - Phase 5 – occupation deposit 
• Context 7632/7633 - Phase 6 – cesspit fills 
• Context 7638/7642 - Phase 6 – cesspit fills 
• Context 7387/7342/7401 - Phase 6 – cesspit fills 
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1788-c1823 (Phase 3) 
The archaeological feature associated with this phase was a large pit (7489), containing pottery 
wasters and kiln furniture, located in the southern part of Area B.  The fill in this pit (7460) is thought 
to be associated with the early Sydney potter Thomas Ball.  Detailed analysis of this pit will not be 
undertaken here – this will be done in the separate section (Section 4), however a brief discussion 
will occur relating to any imported ceramics found in the fill. 
 
Pottery Waster Pit 
This large pit was in the southern part of Area B, adjacent to Area A where several large pottery 
waster pits were also found, as was a large clay extraction pit.  The pit in Area B was likely 
associated with those in Area A.  The pit cut (7489) was irregular in shape and had a maximum 
length of c2m, a maximum width of c1.5m and a surviving depth of c200mm.  The fill (7460) was 
wet sieved and contained large quantities of pottery wasters, kiln furniture and sandstock brick 
fragments believed to be associated with the potter Thomas Ball. 
 
This pit contained the majority of ceramics recovered in Area B, with the 958 items (13641 sherds) 
representing 65.4 per cent of the assemblage.  All but two of these ceramics were locally 
manufactured, the exceptions both being <10 per cent in portion size and unidentified in shape.  One 
item was blue transfer-printed pearlware manufactured in the United Kingdom and dating between 
c1800 to c1870 (#74081), and the other was blue handpainted porcelain manufactured in China and 
dating from c1790+ (#74082) (Figure 11). 
 

Figure 11: The two imported ceramics found in the waster pit fill 7460 (#74081, #74082). 
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c1840-1860s (Phase 5) 
The archaeological features associated with this phase are the sandstone footings for 712 (7603), 714 
(7403) and 716 (7402) George Street, a sandstock brick cesspit in the yard of 712 (7625), evidence 
for a timber building with a brick fireplace (7394) and associated occupation deposit (7395) at 718. 
 
Cesspit 7625 
In the rear yard of 712 George Street were the remains of a sandstock brick cesspit.  The external 
measurements were 2m north-south by 1.75m with the internal measurements of 1.5m x 90mm and a 
depth of 800mm.  The sandstock bricks were mostly complete, some had rectangular frogs and some 
were broken reused bricks. 
 
Within the cesspit was the possible original cess material (7630), this being a dark brown silty 
material with a high organic content and it contained no ceramics.  The backfilling of the cesspit is 
likely to have occurred in the later nineteenth century when the toilets were plumbed to the municipal 
sewerage system.  The main backfill consisted of building rubble and sand (7627), and this backfill 
would have occurred in preparation for the toilet installation.   It is likely that this material relates to 
Phase 6 (1860s-c1890). 
 
Only eight ceramics were recovered from the cesspit backfill, all manufactured in the United 
Kingdom (Figure 12).  Two identified transfer-printed patterns were recognized and two items had 
conjoins with another context (Table 2.20). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Join From To Items 

food tblw plate bltp few W3 
 

1810 
 

1 

  
soup plate bltp pearl few Venus #73771 1834 1859 1 

 
tea cup wgl bc 

  
1800 

 
1 

  
saucer wgl bc 

  
1800 

 
1 

pers hygiene poe cream w few 
  

1780 1900 1 

   
multi tp few 

 
#73770 1830 

 
1 

   
ww few 

  
1830 

 
1 

unid unid unid bltp pearl few W3 
 

1810 1870 1 

         
8 

Table 2.20: Ceramics in cesspit fill 7627 
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Figure 12: The ceramics recovered in cesspit fill 7627. 
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The two identified transfer-printed patterns were the “Willow” and “Venus” patterns.  The common 
“Willow” pattern, produced by numerous potteries and still being manufactured today, was identified 
on a plate (#73764) and unidentified body sherds (#73765).  The “Venus” pattern, in blue transfer-
printed pearlware, was identified on a soup plate and attributed to Podmore, Walker & Co, of 
Tunstall and dated between 1834 to 1859 (#73769/#73771) (Figure 13). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 13: The Venus 
pattern soup plate 
(#73769/#73771). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The “Venus” pattern soup plate was one of two items that featured conjoins with another context, 
that of another cesspit backfill associated with neighbouring 714 George Street.  This cesspit (7626) 
was of sandstone block construction and contained four backfills, with the same fill (7632) featuring 
the two conjoining items also found in fill 7627.  The fills in both cesspits represent backfilling prior 
to their being plumbed into the municipal sewerage line.  The three sherds from the “Venus” pattern 
soup plate identified in fill 7627 (#73769) conjoined with seven sherds from the same soup plate in 
fill 7632 (#73771), and 12 sherds from a multi-coloured transfer-printed poe in fill 7627 (#73768) 
also joined with eight sherds in fill 7632 (#73770) (Figure 14). 
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Figure 14: The two items with conjoining sherds between cesspit fills 7627 (cesspit 7625) and 7632 
(cesspit 7626). 

 
Occupation Deposit 7395 
Located in the southern part of Area B at 718 George Street were the remains of a timber building 
that was truncated by later building phases.  What remained consisted of a brick fireplace (7394), a 
posthole (7521) and some brick walling (7467).  Within the remains of the structure was an 
occupation deposit (7395) that was disturbed by later activity including being cut by later 1860s 
sandstone footings.  It was also situated above the earlier pottery waster pit backfill (7460) which 
may have also contaminated the occupation deposit. 
 
The underfloor deposit was removed in 50mm spits within 500 x 500mm gridded squares and was 
sample sieved.  From the sieving it was clear that the deposit was quite disturbed.  It spread over an 
area west (towards the street) of the fireplace for 5.5m x 6.5m and was c70mm in depth. 
 
A total of 71 ceramics (198 sherds) were recovered from this occupation deposit (Table 2.21).  These 
were all represented by very small sherds, with the individual items catalogued with a portion size of 
<10 per cent of the vessel.  Because of this a large number of the ceramics remained unidentified, 
with 59 out of the 71 ceramics unable to be assigned either a function or shape, representing 83.1 per 
cent of this ceramic assemblage.  None of the ceramics featured basemarks and none were found to 
have conjoins with any other context. 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Country From To Items 

food prep pan lead gl few 
 

Aus 1810 1823 4 

 
serve dish bltp pearl few Wild Rose UK 1830 1870 1 

 
tblw pepper shaker pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1870 1 

  
plate edge pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1840 1 

  
plate edge pearl few 

 
UK 1780 1860 1 

 
tea saucer bl flow few 

 
UK 1830 1930 1 

food tea saucer bltp few 
 

UK 1830 
 

1 
kiln furn placing ring lead gl few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 2 
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unid unid unid bltp few 
 

UK 1830 
 

1 

   
bltp pearl few 

 
UK 1800 1870 1 

   
lead gl cew 

 
Aus 1810 1823 20 

   
lead gl few 

 
Aus 1810 1823 36 

   
ww few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

         
71 

Table 2.21: Ceramics in occupation deposit 7395 
 
The domination of lead-glazed fine and coarse earthenware, identified here by 62 items and 
representing 87.3 per cent of the decorative types recovered here, is indicative of contamination from 
the early pottery waster pit located below this deposit (Section 4).  This is also confirmed by the 
presence of the two items of kiln furniture, both fine earthenware lead-glazed placing rings (#89405, 
#89417). 
 
The remaining items (9), all manufactured in the United Kingdom, do generally fit into the Phase 5 
date range (Figure 15).  The one identified blue transfer-printed pearlware “Wild Rose” pattern, on a 
serving dish, was made by many potteries and was extremely popular between the 1830s and 1850s 
(#73669).  The two shell-edged pearlware plates have different end dates because of the colour used 
on their rims, one is green (#73668) and the other blue (#73675).  This shell-edged ware was 
produced by many British potteries, is often unmarked, and was exported in large quantities from the 
1780s through to the late nineteenth century.  Shell-edged decoration was probably one of the first 
patterns that was used to decorate pearlware.9  Blue was the most commonly used underglaze colour, 
with green, red, brown and black used to a far lesser extent.10  Although the colours other than blue 
probably all began production at the same time these other colours, including the green, are rare after 
c1840, with only blue continuing on until the late nineteenth century.11  Although shell-edged ware 
was produced until the late nineteenth century it is believed it was in decline in Australia by the 
1860s.12  Miller also states that shell-edged ware is not commonly found in archaeological 
assemblages after the 1860s even though it continues production into the 1890s.13

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
 
9 Sussman 1977:106 
10 Brooks 2005:41 
11 Brooks 2005:41 
12 Wilson 1999:218 
13 Miller 1991:6 
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Figure 15: The imported ceramics recovered from the underfloor deposit 7395.  The two shell-edged 
pearlware items are in the middle of the top row and the Wild Rose pattern is at top left. 

 
The brick fireplace (7394) associated with the timber building and above discussed occupation 
deposit also had a possible occupation deposit related with it (7397).  It was within the fireplace, had 
a maximum depth of 100mm and was wet sieved.  The material in it is thought to be a mix of fill and 
occupation-related matter (Table 2.22). 
 
General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Country From To Items 

food tblw plate edge pearl few UK 1780 1840 1 

unid unid unid bl flow few UK 1830 1930 1 

   
cream w 

 
UK 1780 1900 1 

   
lead gl 

 
Aus 1810 1823 4 

        
7 

Table 2.22: Ceramics in mixed fill/occupation deposit 7397 
 
 
1860s-c1890 (Phase 6) 
The archaeological features associated with this phase relate to the substantial redevelopment of Area 
B.  The timber building of 718 was replaced by one with sandstone footings (7341), 712 footings are 
reused (7603), and 714 and 716 are rebuilt and are much larger (7488).  The sandstone footings for 
these survived.  Along with the footings, sandstone cesspits were also excavated to the rear of 714 
(7626), 716 (7635) and 718 (7347). 
 
Cesspit 7626 
In the yard area of 714 George Street were the remains of a single trapezoidal shaped sandstone 
cesspit.  It was constructed in diagonal alignment to George Street and in line with two other cesspits; 
7625 to the west and rear of 712, and 7635 to the east and rear of 716.  The cesspit was built to fit the 
space and angle created by the boundary with 712 and the rear lane access, hence it was trapezoidal, 
the east wall not being at right angles.  There was also a gap in this wall where a sandstone block had 
perhaps been removed to allow for plumbing egress during reuse of this cesspit as a plumbed-in 
toilet.  The cesspit was a minimum of three courses deep and measured 2080x1420x280mm overall.  
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Both whole and partial roughly cut rectangular sandstone blocks were used in its construction and it 
had a sandstone flagged base. 
 
The cesspit contained four fills.  The uppermost fill 7631 was pale grey clean sand which had no 
artefacts, and a maximum depth of 180mm and a minimum depth of 6mm.  Under this was fill 7632, 
a dark brown to black sandy deposit with frequent artefact inclusions which had a maximum depth of 
370mm and a minimum depth of 260mm.  Below this was 7633, a yellow-grey sandy deposit with 
high iron content and containing brick and sandstone fragments, with a maximum depth of approx 
180mm and a minimum depth of approx 30mm. The base fill 7634, a yellow sand with a maximum 
depth of approx 180mm and a minimum depth of approx 50mm, also contained no ceramics.  There 
was no artefact-rich cess deposit which suggests that this cesspit had been completely cleaned out 
and backfilled before being plumbed into a main sewer line and therefore not likely to contain 
artefacts securely relating to the occupation of 714. 
 
The two cesspit fills containing artefacts, fill 7632 and 7633, featured just 22 and one ceramic 
respectively, and all 23 items were manufactured in the United Kingdom (Table 2.23). 
 

Context 
General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Mark Join From To Item 

7632 food cont jar ww few 
   

1830 
 

1 

 
 

serve jug blktp svfew Rhine 
  

1845 
 

1 
 

  
tureen bltp pearl few W3 

  
1810 1870 1 

 
 

tblw plate bltp pearl few W3 
  

1810 1870 1 
 

   
 few W3 Y 

 
1810 1870 1 

7632 food tblw plate bltp pearl few W3 Y 
 

1851 1862 2 

 
   

ppl tp few 
   

1830 
 

1 

 
  

soup plate bltp pearl few Venus 
 

#73769 1834 1859 0 

 
 

tea cup sprigg bc 
   

1830 1920 5 

 
 

tea saucer gild bc 
 

Y 
 

1852 1862 1 

 
   

sprigg bc 
   

1830 1920 4 
 

   
 bc 

  
#73794 1830 1920 1 

 
   

wgl bc 
   

1800 
 

1 

 
 

tea/tblw plate-small sprigg bc 
   

1830 1920 2 

 pers hygiene poe multi tp few 
  

#73768 1830 
 

0 

 
   

 
      

22 

7633 food tea saucer sprigg bc 
  

#73792 1830 1920 0 
Table 2.23: Ceramics in cesspit fills 7632 and 7633 

 
The fills in this cesspit most likely occurred as the one episode when it was connected to the 
municipal sewerage system and backfilled.  The four sherds of a sprigged bone china saucer 
recovered in fill 7632 (#73792), dating between the 1830s to 1920s and joining with three sherds 
from the same saucer in fill 7633 (#73794) supports this single event.  Because this saucer had sherds 
in both fills it was only counted once and is listed as the one item in fill 7632 and as “0” in 7633. 
 
Two other items were identified in fill 7632 that featured conjoins with another context, that of 
backfill 7627 contained within the cesspit associated with neighbouring 712 George Street (7626).  
Both the items, a blue transfer-printed pearlware “Venus” pattern soup plate (#73771) and a multi-
coloured transfer-printed poe (#73770), were counted in backfill 7627 and so were listed as “0” in fill 
7632 to avoid being counted as additional items (Figure 14).  Seven sherds of the “Venus” pattern 
soup plate, attributed to Podmore, Walker & Co, of Tunstall and dated between 1834 to 1859 
(#73771), joined with three sherds in cesspit fill 7627 (#73769), and eight sherds of the multi-
coloured transfer-printed poe (#73770) joined with 12 sherds also in cesspit fill 7627 (#73768).  The 
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fills in both cesspits represent backfilling associated with being plumbed into the sewerage line and 
the conjoining items indicate they were backfilled at the same time. 
 
The blue transfer-printed pearlware “Venus” pattern soup plate was one of three transfer-printed 
patterns identified in the cesspit (Figure 16).  The other two patterns represented here were the 
“Rhine” and “Willow” patterns.  The “Rhine” pattern was identified on 10 sherds of a black transfer-
printed semi-vitreous fine earthenware jug dating from 1845+ (#73777).  The “Willow” pattern was 
identified on five items, a tureen and four plates, and all in blue transfer-printed pearlware (#73772-
#73776).  Three of the “Willow” pattern plates also included transfer-printed basemarks: one plate 
featured a bird carrying a ribbon with “OPAQUE CHINA” on it, and because this term was used by 
many potters the manufacturer is unknown and it was catalogued with the broad date range of c1810 
to 1870s (#73773); two plates featured a ribbon with “WARRANTED” above and the initials “P.B. 
& H.” below. These initials belong to Pinder, Bourne & Hope, of Burslem, and date between 1851 to 
1862 (#73774, #73775). 
 

Figure 16: The three identified transfer-printed patterns in pit fill 7632.  The Rhine pattern jug is at top 
left (#73777), the Venus pattern soup plate at front centre (#73771/#73769), with the remaining 
four plates and tureen lid featuring the Willow pattern (#73772-#73776). 

 
One other basemarked item was also recovered within fill 7632, a gilded bone china saucer featuring 
an impressed circular basemark of four interlinking scroll “W” (#73780).  This mark belongs to the 
Kerr & Binns period at the Worcester Porcelain Factory, dating between 1852 and 1862. 
 
The ceramics recovered from this cesspit were predominantly associated with food – its serving and 
consumption – and appear to indicate that these items were perhaps put here as part of a final 
dumping and clearing out of household materials when the cesspits were connected to the main sewer 
line and then backfilled with domestic refuse.  The five “Willow” pattern items, a tureen (#73776) 
and four plates (#73772-#73775), suggests that matching dinnerware had been in use (Figure 17), and 
the presence of another decorative ware, sprigged bone china in a recurring design, supports this. 
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Figure 17: The four Willow pattern plates and tureen lid recovered in cesspit fill 7632 
 
Sprigged bone china, a form of decoration comprising of alternating large and small purple sprigged 
plant sprays against the white background of the individual object, was produced by many potteries 
and was not commonly basemarked.  It had a long period of manufacture, dating from the 1830s to 
the 1920s.  The 12 items found here featured alternating large and small purple grapevine sprays at 
regular intervals on the cavetto (saucers), marley (small plates) and upper exterior body (cups).  
These items are all teaware-related (#73781-#73792/#73794), with five cups, five saucers and two 
small plates identified (Figure 18).  Sprigged teaware-related items similar to the 12 items found here 
have been recovered on other excavated sites, in both the same and different patterns and the same 
shapes, and it would appear to have been a very popular and affordable mid nineteenth-century 
teaware. 14

 
 

Figure 18: Sprigged teaware in cesspit fill 7632. 

                                                      
 
14 Sprigged teaware has also been found at sites including Penrith Plaza, Penrith, 109 George Street, 
Parramatta, Parramatta Children’s Court, Parramatta, 50-73 Union Street, Pyrmont, 19-41 Reservoir Street, 
Surry Hills, Parramatta Justice Precinct, Parramatta, and Darling Walk, Darling Harbour. 
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 Cesspit 7635 
In the back yard area of 716 George Street was the remains of a single triangular sandstone cesspit 
7635.  The cesspit was constructed of mostly whole rectangular sandstone blocks, was a minimum of 
two courses deep and measured 2300x2000x600mm overall.  All of the blocks were well cut but 
poorly dressed.  The cesspit had a sandstone flagged base cut to fit the triangular shape of the 
surrounding structure. 
 
The cesspit contained three fills.  The lowest fill 7641 was a white/yellow sand with frequent brick, 
slate and sandstone fragments, and also some shell and cut wood.  On top of this was 7638, a dark 
organic sandy mix with frequent charcoal and artefact inclusions.  The uppermost fill 7640 was a 
pale brown sand with some bone, glass and organic inclusions which were primarily concentrated at 
the interface with 7638.  Fill 7638 was identified as being the most ‘cess-like’ fill, however as the 
flagged base suggests, this cesspit was likely to have been regularly cleaned out.  A modern fill 
sealed the cesspit (7642) and related to Phase 8 (1930s-1990s). 
 
Out of the three cesspit fills identified just one contained any ceramics, fill 7638, and this featured 
just seven ceramic items, comprised of 52 sherds (Table 2.24). 
 
General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Country From To Items 

food prep pudding bowl ww few UK 1830 
 

1 

 
tea cup blk flow few UK 1830 1930 1 

   
sprigg bc UK 1830 1920 1 

  
saucer blk flow few UK 1830 1930 1 

   
sponge few UK/USA/Europe 1840 1930 1 

 
tea/tblw childs mug gild bc UK 1850 

 
1 

yard garden pot glazed fstw China 1790 
 

1 

   
 

    
7 

Table 2.24: Ceramics in cesspit fill 7638 
 
None of the seven ceramics found here featured basemarks, identifiable patterns or had conjoins with 
any other context (#73795-#73801).  Five of the items were identified as being manufactured in the 
United Kingdom, one in China and one in the United Kingdom/United States of America/Europe 
(Figure 19).  The item made in China was a large fine stoneware plant pot that was comprised of 13 
sherds which made up into a complete pot (#73798).  It was covered in a rough creamy-white glaze 
on the exterior body, featured a central drainage hole in its base and dated from c1790+.  The single 
item identified as being manufactured in the United Kingdom/United States of America/Europe was 
a blue sponged saucer, dating between the 1840s to 1930s, and was catalogued as such because this 
popular decorative ware was manufactured in many countries throughout the world and was 
commonly not basemarked (#73799). 
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Figure 19: The seven ceramics recovered in cesspit fill 7638.  The Chinese stoneware plant pot is in the 
middle of the back row (#73798) and the blue sponged saucer is at the front left (#73799). 

 
Perhaps the most interesting of the ceramics found in this fill is a child’s mug (#73797).  This bone 
china mug features the worn gilded script “A Present” / “for my” / “Dear Girl” on an area of the 
exterior body and dates from c1850+ (Figure 20).  The seven ceramics within the fill are all 
decorative types that exhibited long periods of manufacture and were available throughout much of 
the nineteenth century and well into the twentieth century, with the gilded child’s mug at least 
suggesting a post-1850s deposition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 20: Child’s mug with the worn gilded script “A Present” / “for my” / “Dear Girl” (#73797). 
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Cesspit 7347 
In the back yard of 718 George Street was the remains of a single triangle-shaped sandstone cesspit.  
This cesspit was constructed slightly off and to the north-east of the diagonal alignment of the other 
three cesspits found in Area B and discussed above, cesspits 7625, 7626 and 7635.  Cesspit 7625 was 
constructed of sandstock bricks, with cesspits 7626, 7635 and 7347 built with the same style of 
sandstone blocks indicating that they were probably built within a relatively short time frame and 
possibly by the same builder.  The cesspit was constructed of mostly whole rectangular sandstone 
blocks, was a minimum of four courses deep and measured 2000x1250x117mm overall.  All of the 
blocks were well-cut but poorly dressed.  The cesspit had a sandstone flagged base cut to fit the 
triangular shape of the surrounding structure. 
 
The cesspit contained four fills.  The lower fill 7411, consisting of mixed grey/yellow sand with 
lenses of dark brown-black ash, contained no artefacts.  On top of this was 7401, a grey plastic clay 
and grey sandy-clay mix with frequent brick, charcoal and loose sandstone block inclusions.  Atop 
this was 7387, a grey sand with few charcoal inclusions and frequent glass artefacts.  The uppermost 
fill 7342 was a loose dark/light brown sandy loam containing some demolition material and artefacts.  
There was no artefact-rich cess deposit, suggesting that the cesspit had been completely cleaned out 
and then backfilled once it was plumbed into the main sewer line. 
 
The three cesspit fills that contained artefacts, fills 7342, 7387 and 7401, featured just two, four and 
seventeen ceramics respectively, numbering 23 items in total (41 sherds)  (Table 2.25). 
 

Context 
General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern From To Items 

7342 food tblw plate banded few 
 

1860 
 

1 

 
unid unid unid ww few 

 
1830 

 
1 

7387 food tblw plate ww few 
 

1830 
 

1 

  
tea cup blk flow few 

 
1830 1930 1 

    
bltp few 

 
1830 

 
1 

7387 food tea saucer banded few 
 

1860 
 

1 
7401 food serve tureen blktp few Albion 1858 1937 1 

  
tblw plate bltp few W3 1810 

 
1 

    
edge pearl few 

 
1780 1860 1 

    
pearl few 

 
1780 1870 2 

  
tea cup gild bc 

 
1850 

 
1 

   
saucer blk flow few 

 
1830 1930 1 

    
hp bc 

 
1800 

 
1 

    
ppl tp few 

 
1830 

 
1 

  
tea/tblw plate-small bltp few W3 1810 

 
1 

 
pers hygiene ewer ww few 

 
1830 

 
1 

 
unid unid unid bltp few 

 
1830 

 
2 

    
bltp pearl few 

 
1800 1870 1 

    
lead gl cew 

 
1810 1823 1 

    
lead gl few 

 
1810 1823 1 

    
ww few 

 
1830 

 
1 

    
 

    
23 

Table 2.25: Ceramics in cesspit fills 7342, 7387 and 7401 
 
None of the 23 ceramics found here featured basemarks or had conjoins with any other context 
(#73661-#73666, #73679-#73693, #89453-#89454).  The majority of the ceramics, 21 items, were 
identified as being manufactured in the United Kingdom, with just two items identified as being of 
local Australian manufacture.  These two items were unidentified lead-glazed body sherds, one in 
coarse earthenware (#89454) and the other in fine earthenware (#89453).  All items, with two 
exceptions, were represented by small sherds catalogued with a portion size of <10 per cent of the 
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vessel.  The exceptions, both represented by 75 per cent portion size, were a gilded bone china cup 
(#73684) and a black flow saucer (#73693) (Figure 21). 

Figure 21: The 23 ceramics in cesspit 7347 (fills 7342, 7387, 7401).  The two locally-made lead-glazed 
earthenware items are at the top right (#89454, #89453). 

 
The ceramics are predominately associated with food, in particular its consumption (tableware, 
teaware and teaware/tableware).  The 15 food-related items represent 65.2 per cent of the cesspits 
assemblage, with the one other identified item associated with personal hygiene (ewer).  The 
remaining seven items were all catalogued as unidentified, both in function and shape, reflecting the 
overall small size of the ceramic sherds found in the three fills.  The ceramics are generally indicative 
of domestic household refuse. 
 
Just two transfer-printed patterns were identified within the cesspit, on three items.  The ubiquitous 
“Willow” pattern, in blue transfer print and dating from c1810+, was on a small plate (#73689) and 
plate (#73690).  The other pattern was a black transfer-printed “Albion” pattern tureen, attributed to 
Sampson Hancock and Sons, of Stoke and Tunstall, and dated between 1858 to 1937 (#73691). 
 
A total of twelve decorative types were represented by the 23 ceramics recovered from the three 
cesspit fills (Table 2.26). 
 

Decoration Items % 
banded 2 8.7 
blk flow 2 8.7 

blktp 1 4.3 
bltp 5 21.7 

bltp pearl 1 4.3 
edge pearl 1 4.3 

gild 1 4.3 
hp 1 4.3 

lead gl 2 8.7 
pearl 2 8.7 
ppl tp 1 4.3 
ww 4 17.4 

 
23 99.7 
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Table 2.26: Range of decorative types in cesspit 7347 
 
Overall the 12 decorative types identified here featured long periods of manufacture and were 
available throughout much of the nineteenth century and, in many cases, well on into the twentieth 
century.  These included the banded, black flow, black transfer print, blue transfer print, blue 
transfer-printed pearlware, gilded, pearlware, purple transfer print and whiteware.  Although these 
decorative types were all here in small numbers, their very presence within the cesspit shows that a 
range of wares were readily available to the consumer prior to the cesspit being backfilled and 
connected to the municipal sewerage system. 
 
The three fills have items suggesting at least a post-1860s deposition.  The top fill (7342) has a 
banded plate that dates from c1860+ (#73662), the middle fill (7387) has a banded saucer that also 
dates from c1860+ (#73665), and the lower fill contains the black transfer-printed “Albion” pattern 
tureen dating between 1858 to 1937 (#73691). 
 
Conclusion 
Area B comprised the central section of the site, specifically relating to numbers 712-718 George 
Street.  A large pottery waster pit, interpreted as being related to Thomas Ball’s pottery, and several 
layers of landscaping fills were identified as being part of early brickfield activity on site (Phase 3).  
Stone footings of a structure that was contemporary with the Woolpack Inn in Area A were 
identified, along with various postholes and an aborted well (Phase 4).  Sandstone footings for 712, 
714, 716 and 718 George Street were found, along with a cesspit in the yard of 712 and an 
occupation deposit associated with a timber building at 718 (Phase 5).  Sandstone footings survived 
indicating further rebuilding and cesspits were found to the rear of 714, 716 and 718 George Street 
(Phase 6). 
 
A total of 1465 ceramics were recovered from this area (Table 2.18), comprised of 15270 sherds.  
The very large sherd count relates to the locally manufactured lead-glazed, slipped and self-slipped 
earthenware associated with the pottery waster pit and landscaping fills that were identified as 
evidence of early brickfield activity  (Phase 3).  The waster pit alone accounted for 958 ceramics 
comprising of 13641 sherds, representing 65.4 per cent of the ceramic assemblage in Area B.  The 
locally manufactured earthenwares are the subject of detailed analysis and discussion elsewhere 
(Section 4) and do not form part of this report.  The total number of ceramics found in Area B that 
were not early locally-made earthenwares was just 180 (512 sherds), representing just 12.3 per cent 
of the ceramic assemblage here. 
 
The large pottery waster pit (7489) contained a fill (7460) comprised of large quantities of pottery 
wasters, kiln furniture and sandstock brick fragments believed to be associated with the potter 
Thomas Ball (Section 4).  All but two of the these ceramics were locally manufactured, the 
exceptions being blue transfer-printed pearlware, dating between c1800 to c1870 (#74081), and blue 
handpainted Chinese porcelain dating from c1790+ (#74082). 
 
An occupation deposit was identified within the remains of a timber building at 718 George Street 
(7395).  It was disturbed by later activities, including being cut by 1860s sandstone footings, and it 
was also situated above the earlier pottery waster pit backfill resulting in contamination of the 
occupation deposit.  A total of 71 ceramics (198 sherds) were recovered from this deposit (Table 
2.21), with 62 of these being lead-glazed earthenware.  This domination of the lead-glazed 
earthenware, representing 87.3 per cent of the decorative types recovered here, was indicative of 
contamination occurring from the early pottery waster pit (7460).  This was also confirmed by the 
presence of the two items of kiln furniture (#89405, #89417).  The remaining nine items, all 
manufactured in the United Kingdom, did generally fit into the Phase 5 date range, in particular the 
blue transfer-printed pearlware “Wild Rose” pattern serving dish (#73669) and the two shell-edged 
pearlware plates (#73668, #73675). 
 
The four cesspits found in Area B were substantial in construction and well built, especially the three 
made of sandstone blocks.  The cesspits were identified in the back yards of 712, 714, 716 and 718 
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George Street and all appear to have been backfilled once they were connected to the municipal 
sewerage system.  The cesspit at 712 George Street (7625) was constructed of sandstock bricks, had a 
clay base and was built in the c1840-1860s (Phase 5).  No ceramics were found in its possible 
original cess material (7630), with the eight ceramics recovered found in the backfill (7627), relating 
to its connection to the sewer in the later nineteenth century (Phase 6) (Table 2.20). 
 
The three sandstone block cesspits in the backyards of 714 (7626), 716 (7635) and 718 George Street 
(7347) were all constructed in the same style and were probably built at about the same time and by 
the same builder.  The cesspits were built and backfilled in the 1860s to c1890 period (Phase 6), with 
the ceramics recovered in all three found in deposits relating to the backfilling and not any original 
cess deposits.  The backfills all relate to when the cesspits were, like that at 712 George Street, 
plumbed into the sewer and toilets installed in the later nineteenth century.  The number of ceramics 
found in the backfill deposits were not particularly high – 22 in cesspit 7626, 7 in cesspit 7635 and 23 
in cesspit 7347 – and overall they only indicated that deposition occurred post-1860s. 
 
The probability that the four cesspits in Area B were connected to the municipal sewerage system 
and backfilled at the same time is confirmed by the identification of conjoining items between the 
backfill of the cesspit at 712 George Street (7625) with that at 714 George Street (7626) (Table 2.20, 
2.23).  Three sherds from a blue transfer-printed pearlware “Venus” pattern soup plate (#73769), in 
the backfill of cesspit 7625 (7627), were found to conjoin with seven sherds (#73771) in the backfill 
of cesspit 7626 (7632).  Twelve sherds from a multi-coloured transfer-printed poe in the backfill of 
cesspit 7625 (#73768) also had conjoins with eight sherds in cesspit 7626 (#73770). 
 
2.3 Area C15

Area C contains 710 George Street and featured numerous phases of construction, occupation and 
demolition throughout the area.  No evidence of brickfield activities occurred in this area, with most 
early brickfield activity found to the south in areas B and A.  Between the 1840s and 1930s there 
were at least four phases of rebuilding of structures at 710 George Street, mostly into shops and 
commercial premises.  Evidence of these structures did survive and the last was replaced in the 1930s 
by the current buildings which were only demolished prior to excavation. 

 

 
Any evidence of brickfield activity did not extend to the far north of the site (Phase 3).  Any evidence 
of the brickfields and early pottery manufacture was confined to the above discussed Areas A and B.  
There are also no structural remains for the post-brickfield era in Area C (Phase 4).  The earliest 
structures are from the 1840-1860s with stone footings surviving at the western end of the site along 
George Street (Phase 5).  Another phase of rebuilding occurred, mostly to the interior of the 
structures, in the 1860s (Phase 6).  By 1891 there were three single storey buildings, numbered 710, 
710A and 710½, however these were soon replaced by one large building which survived into the 
twentieth century (Phase 7).  The structure at 710 is again replaced in the 1930s by another building 
which remained extant until it was demolished just prior to the excavation beginning in 2008 (Phase 
8). 
 
Four main phases of structural occupation were found at 710 George Street during excavation: 

• Phase 5: Footings facing onto George Street and a brick well at the rear of the property.  
Only the eastern end of this 1840s structure survived with the rest under George Street. 

• Phase 6: Internal changes made to the building between the 1860s and 1890s, with remains 
of underfloor deposits, a laneway and two cesspits found. 

• Phase 7: Property subdivided and new structures were built by the 1890s.  Remains of larger 
footings were found extending eastwards. 

• Phase 8: A new structure was built in the 1940s that survived until 2008.  Seems likely that 
the stone footings were reused from the previous phase with the main changes being to the 
superstructure. 

                                                      
 
15 Area C excavation information and background history provided by Miskella:2009 
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Area C is situated in the southern part of George Richard’s 1831 grant from Governor Darling 
(Section 2, Lot 4).  Richards was a shopkeeper and this grant was a confirmation of title as he had 
already sold it to a Thomas Etchells in May 1828.  Richards was probably living on this property by 
1823 when he is listed as living in the brickfields and he was still there in the 1828 Census.  When 
Richards sold it there were five structures on it, all of which were located to the north of what later 
became the property at 710 George Street (Hallen’s 1831 field book survey plan).  It was separately 
fenced from the northern part of this allotment. 
 
In 1845 and 1848 this property was owned by a William Sharpe and featured a brick building with 
shingle roof, two storeys and 12 rooms.  This was listed as a house in 1845 and as a kitchen and store 
in 1848.  By 1861 the property had changed ownership to William Daley and is still brick and two 
storey.  The Sands Directory indicates that by 1858/59 to c1868 a grocer shop was at 710 George 
Street. 
 
Between 1861, 1867 and 1871 the building remains the same structurally, with just the number of 
rooms varying indicating interior changes rather than major structural ones.  In 1861 this building 
was listed as a house and store, and in 1867 and 1871 as a house and shop.  This building was 
apparently demolished and replaced by another building by 1891. 
 
By 1891 three single-storey shops were listed at this property, designated 710, 710A and 710½.  The 
presence of three separate buildings is similar to the listings in following years, up until 1902.  In 
1902 there are two shops listed at 710 and 710½ however by 1911 only number 710 is listed. 
 
In the years 1921 and 1931 the property appears to remain the same with just some interior changes.  
The building is defined as offices in 1921 and chambers in 1931.  In the 1940s or 1950s another 
building was erected which remained extant until just before the archaeological excavation began in 
2008. 
 
The natural landscape in Area C is quite level (Phase 1), with a gentle slope from the eastern end 
towards George Street.  Only a small thin spread of topsoil remained in situ just east of early footings 
and at the rear of the yard of 710 George Street.  There was no evidence of any Aboriginal 
occupation (Phase 2) or early brickfield activity (Phase 3) found within Area C.  The archaeological 
remains recovered from this area are identified with Phases 5, 6, 7 and 8 and some of these will be 
discussed below in relation to the ceramics found. 
 
A total of 361 MIC ceramics (626 sherds) were recovered from Area C, in 18 individual contexts.  Of 
these 18 contexts found to feature ceramics just eight will be discussed here in relation to specific 
archaeological features (Table 2.27). 
 

Context MIC % 
7313 9 2.5 
7386 1 0.2 
7388 3 1.0 
7389 13 3.6 
7393 8 2.2 
7396 6 1.6 
7444 78 21.6 
7445 3 1.0 
7459 15 4.1 
7460 2 0.5 
7465 13 3.6 
7466 25 7.0 
7519 12 3.3 
7541 2 0.5 
7567 66 18.3 
7568 59 16.3 
7569 45 12.4 
7581 1 0.2 

 
361 98.9 
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Table 2.27: Ceramics in individual contexts in Area C 
 
The main contexts with associated ceramics to be discussed here are: 

• Context 7465/7466/7567/7568/7569 - Phase 5 – well fills 
• Context 7444 - Phase 6 – underfloor deposit 
• Context 7459 - Phase 6 – cesspit fill 
• Context 7445 - Phase 6 – cesspit fill 

 
 
1840s-1860s (Phase 5) 
The archaeological features associated with this phase are some remnant sandstone footings (7441) 
facing onto George Street and a brick well located at the rear of the property (7520).  Only the 
sandstone footings for the eastern end of the rectangular structure survived with the rest disturbed 
when George Street was widened.  It is possible that these footings were reused when the structure 
was rebuilt in c1867 and the interior of the building was cut down to the natural clay (Phase 6).  It is 
thought likely that only interior changes took place to the building in the later phase and that the 
underfloor deposit found within Room 1 (7444) was also from the later post-1860s period.16

 
 

Well 
Located further to the east in the backyard of the property was the remains of a circular brick well 
(7520).  A modern service trench encased in concrete truncated the well on the surface at its northern 
side.  The well had an internal diameter of 1460mm and was constructed of flat sandstock bricks in 
stretcher bond.  It is likely that the well was constructed c1840s and was contemporary with the 
sandstone footings structure (7441). 
 
The well contained five fills (7465, 7466, 7567, 7568 and 7569).  The top 1.5m of the well was 
excavated by hand however due to safety regulations the rest of the well was excavated by machine.  
The machine removed the eastern half of the well and roughly separated the fill from each meter 
excavated.  The water table was reached at a depth of 3m and the base of the well at a depth of 4m.  
Sample sieving was done on each of the fills to check for small artefacts.  The top 1.5m of the well 
that was hand excavated was given the context numbers 7465 and 7466, with the three lower 
machine-excavated fills assigned the numbers 7567, 7568 and 7569.  The fills will be briefly 
discussed individually and then as a whole. 
 
The upper fill (7465) was 1m deep and contained modern demolition material, including concrete 
and dry-pressed bricks, and had a total of just 13 ceramics (22 sherds) (Table 2.28). 
 
General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric From To Marks Join Items 

food cont jar bristol gl stw 1835 
 

 
 

1 

 
tea breakfast cup sprigg bc 1830 1920  

 
1 

  
cup wgl mou svfew 1840 

 
 

 
1 

   
  

  
 

 
1 

   
  

  
 

 
1 

   
  

  
 

 
1 

  
saucer wgl mou svfew 1880 1925 Y 

 
1 

   
  1880 1925 Y 

 
1 

 
tea/tblw plate-small bltp pearl few 1819 1870  #73930/#74031 1 

   
banded few 1860 

 
 

 
1 

unid cont btl salt gl stw 1850 1860 Y 
 

1 

 
unid unid bl flow few 1830 1930  

 
1 

   
bltp few 1810 

 
 

 
1 

   
  

  
 

 
13 

Table 2.28: Ceramics in well fill 7465 
 
                                                      
 
16 Miskella 2009:13 
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The 13 ceramics recovered here are indicative of typical domestic refuse, with items associated with 
the consumption of food being the most dominant (Figure 22).  Three of the ceramics feature the 
remains of dateable basemarks, indicating that this upper fill was deposited post-1880.  The 
basemarked items include a salt-glazed stoneware bottle with the impressed mark of “T FIELD” / 
“POTTER” / “SYDNEY”, dating between c1850 to c1860 (#73339), and two white-glazed and 
moulded semi-vitreous fine earthenware saucers with the black transfer-printed basemark featuring 
“ROYAL IRONSTONE CHINA” above a coat-of-arms, with “W.H. GRINDLEY & Co” / 
“ENGLAND” below, dating between 1880 to 1925 (#73912, #73913).  Sherds from a blue transfer-
printed pearlware “Two Temples II” pattern small plate, dating between c1819 to c1870 (#73910), 
were found to conjoin with two of the other well fills, fill 7466 (#73930) and 7568 (#74031), 
indicating that the backfill of the well occurred in the one event. 
 

Figure 22:  The 13 ceramics in well fill 7465. 
 
The next fill (7466) was 1-1.5m deep and was the last fill to be excavated by hand.  It contained no 
dry-pressed bricks and featured more artefacts, including 25 ceramics (36 sherds) (Table 2.29). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric From To Marks Join Items 

cleric writing ink btl salt gl stw 1830 1930 
 

 4 
food cont jar bristol gl stw 1835  

 
 1 

   
  1820 1858 Y  1 

 
serve platter grntp few 1830  

 
 1 

 
tblw plate bltp few 1810  

 
#73988 1 

   
redtp few 1830  

 
 1 

 
tea breakfast cup wgl bc 1800  

 
 1 

  
cup brntp few 1830  

 
 1 

   
bltp few 1830  

 
 1 

  
saucer ppl tp few 1830  

 
 1 

  
teapot lid rock gl few 1796 1900 

 
 2 

 
tea/tblw plate sprigg bc 1830 1920 

 
 1 

  
plate-small bltp pearl few 1819 1870 

 
#73910/#74031 0 

h'hold maint black btl salt gl stw 1830 1930 
 

 2 

   
  1820 1858 Y  1 

unid cont btl salt gl stw 1830 1930 
 

 2 

 
unid unid bl flow few 1830 1930 

 
 1 

   
bltp few 1810  

 
 1 

   
wgl svfew 1840  

 
 1 

   
ww few 1830  

 
 1 

   
    

 
 25 

Table 2.29: Ceramics in well fill 7466 
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The 25 ceramics from this fill are also typical of household waste, with food-related items being the 
most dominant of the identified functions represented here (12), with clerical (4) and household (3) 
items also being commonly found in domestic assemblages (Figure 23).  Two of the ceramics feature 
the remains of dateable basemarks and both are stoneware items that were manufactured in the 
United Kingdom by the same manufacturer.  The Bristol-glazed stoneware jar featured the impressed 
circular mark of "STEPHEN GREEN" / "IMPERIAL" / "POTTERIES" / "LAMBETH" and dates 
between 1820 to 1858 (#73351).  The salt-glazed stoneware blacking bottle featured the impressed 
circular mark of "STEP(HEN GREEN)" / "PATENT" / "DOUBLE GLAZED”, and also dates 
between 1820 to 1858 (#73345).  Two items were identified with conjoins in two of the other well 
fills, again indicating that the backfill of the well occurred in the one event.  A blue transfer-printed 
“Willow” pattern plate, dating from c1810+ (#73928), joined with three sherds in fill 7567 (#73988).  
The blue transfer-printed pearlware “Two Temples II” pattern small plate, dating between c1819 to 
c1870 (#73930), has conjoins in fills 7465 (#73910) and 7568 (#74031).  This item is listed in Table 
2.29 as a “0” item because it was already counted as the one item in context 7465 (Table 2.28). 
 

Figure 23: A selection of the ceramics from well fill 7466.  The two stoneware items with impressed 
manufacturer marks are in the back row, on the Bristol-glazed jar (#73351) and the salt-glazed 
blacking bottle (#73345). 

 
The next three fills were those excavated by machine (7567, 7568 and 7569).  These lower fills were 
all very wet and contained just the occasional brick and stone and many artefacts.  Fill 7567 
contained 66 ceramics (183 sherds), four of which were whole stoneware bottles or jars (Table 2.30). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric From To Marks Join Items 

cleric writing ink btl salt gl stw 1820 1930 
  

2 
food cont jar bristol gl stw 1820 1858 Y 

 
2 

 
serve jug bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
1 

    
svfew 1840 1930 

  
1 

  
platter bltp few 1830 

   
1 

   
bltp pearl few 1847 1867 Y #74071 1 

food tblw bowl bl flow few 1830 1930 
  

1 

  
plate bltp few 1810 

   
3 
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food tblw plate bltp few 1810 
  

#73928 0 

     
1835 1860 

  
1 

   
edge pearl few 1780 1860 

  
2 

   
ww few 1830 

   
2 

 
tea breakfast cup bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
1 

   
bltp few 1830 

   
1 

   
sprigg bc 1830 1920 

  
1 

  
cup blktp few 1830 

   
1 

   
bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
1 

   
bltp few 1819 

   
1 

    
few 1830 

   
1 

    
few 1834 1848 

  
1 

   
grnflow few 1830 1930 

  
1 

  
saucer bltp few 1819 

   
1 

     
1834 1848 

  
1 

   
hp bc 1800 

   
1 

   
ww few 1830 

   
2 

  
slop bowl bltp few 1846 

  
#74032 1 

   
wgl svfew 1840 

   
1 

 
tea/tblw egg cup bltp few 1842 1867 

  
1 

  
plate sprigg bc 1830 1920 

  
2 

  
plate-small bltp few 1810 

   
2 

     
1830 

   
1 

   
sprigg bc 1830 1920 

  
1 

   
hp lustre bc 1830 

   
1 

h'hold maint black bottle salt gl stw 1820 1930 
  

3 
pers hygiene ewer bltp few 1830 

   
2 

  
ointment/toothpaste jar ww few 1830 

   
1 

unid cont btl salt gl stw 1820 1930 
  

5 

 
unid unid bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
2 

   
blktp few 1830 

   
1 

   
bltp few 1810 

   
1 

   
bltp few 1830 

   
2 

   
grntp few 1830 

   
1 

   
hp ww few 1830 

   
1 

   
salt gl stw 1820 1930 

  
1 

   
sprigg bc 1830 1920 

  
1 

   
wgl bc 1800 

   
2 

   
ww few 1830 

   
2 

         
66 

Table 2.30: Ceramics in Well Fill 7567 
 
Once again the ceramics in this fill reflect a deposit of domestic household waste (Figure 24), with 
items associated with food, in particular its serving, consumption and storage, again being the most 
dominant of the identified functions here (39).  The remaining identified functions of clerical (2), 
household (3) and personal hygiene (3) are also commonly linked to domestic assemblages.  Three of 
the ceramics feature identified basemarks, two being Bristol-glazed stoneware jars with the 
impressed circular mark of "STEPHEN GREEN" / "IMPERIAL" / "POTTERIES" / "LAMBETH" 
and dating between 1820 to 1858 (#73366, #73367), and the third item is a blue transfer-printed 
pearlware “Willow” pattern platter featuring the transfer-printed basemark of "Copeland" / "Late 
Spode" and dated between c1847 to 1867 (#73989).  Three of the ceramics were also identified with 
conjoins in three of the other well fills, once again showing that the well backfilling occurred as the 
one event.  The blue transfer-printed pearlware “Willow” pattern platter, featuring the transfer-
printed basemark of "Copeland" / "Late Spode" (#73989), joined with three sherds in fill 7569 
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(#74071).  A blue transfer-printed “Willow” pattern plate, dating from c1810+ (#73988), joined with 
five sherds in fill 7466 (#73928).  This plate is listed in Table 2.30 as a “0” item because it was 
already counted as the one item in context 7466 (Table 2.29).  The blue transfer-printed “Rousillon” 
pattern slop bowl, dating from 1846+ (#73980), joined with two sherds in fill 7568 (#74032). 
 

Figure 24: A selection of the ceramics from well fill 7567. 
 
Well fill 7568 contained 59 ceramics (125 sherds), three of which were whole items (2 stoneware ink 
bottles and 1 whiteware ointment jar) (Table 2.31). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric From To Marks Join Items 

bev ginger beer btl salt gl stw 1830 1930 
  

1 

     
1851 1861 Y #73393 1 

cleric writing ink btl salt gl stw 1830 1930 
  

3 

  
penny ink salt gl stw 1830 1930 

  
1 

food cont jar bristol gl stw 1835 
   

1 

     
1820 1858 Y #73395 1 

 
serve dish bltp few 1810 

  
#74072 1 

  
tureen bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
1 

 
store bung jar salt gl stw 1830 1930 

 
#73396 1 

 
tblw plate bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
1 

   
bltp few 1810 

   
2 

   
grntp few 1830 

   
1 

   
pearl few 1780 1870 

  
1 

   
ww few 1830 

   
1 

 
tea breakfast cup bltp few 1834 1848 

  
1 

   
bltp pearl few 1800 1870 

  
1 

   
sprigg bc 1830 1920 

  
1 

  
cup bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
4 
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food tea cup bltp few 1819 
   

1 

     
1830 

   
3 

   
ppl tp few 1830 

   
1 

  
milk/cream jug bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
1 

  
saucer bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
2 

   
bltp few 1830 

   
1 

   
bltp few 1830 

 
Y 

 
1 

   
bltp pearl few 1800 1870 

 
#74070 1 

  
saucer ww few 1830 

   
2 

  
slop bowl bltp few 1846 

  
#73980 0 

   
wgl bc 1800 

   
1 

 
tea/tblw egg cup grnflow svfew 1840 1930 

  
1 

  
plate-small bltp few 1810 

   
1 

   
bltp pearl few 1810 1870 

  
1 

   
bltp pearl few 1819 1870 

 
#73910, #73930 0 

   
wgl bc 1800 

   
1 

h'hold maint black bottle salt gl stw 1830 1930 
  

2 

 
orna figurine mou hp few 1830 

   
1 

pers hygiene ewer bltp few 1830 
   

1 

  
poe blk flow few 1830 1930 

 
#74057 1 

   
sponge pearl few 1840 1870 

  
1 

pharm med ointment jar ww few 1830 
   

1 

unid cont btl salt gl stw 1830 1930 
  

4 

 
unid unid bl flow few 1830 1930 

  
1 

   
bltp few 1830 

   
1 

   
grntp few 1830 

   
1 

   
lead gl few 1810 1823 

  
1 

   
pearl few 1780 1870 

  
1 

   
ww few 1830 

   
1 

         
59 

Table 2.31: Ceramics in Well Fill 7568 
 
The identified functions represented by the ceramics within this fill are domestic-related, with those 
connected to food again being the most prevalent (Figure 25), in particular in its serving, 
consumption and storage (36). Other household associated functions represented here are beverage 
(2), clerical (4), household – both maintenance and ornamental (3), personal hygiene (3) and 
pharmaceutical (1).  Three of the ceramics feature basemarks: a salt-glazed stoneware ginger beer 
bottle with the impressed mark of the Sydney ginger beer manufacturer “D. KEARNEY” on the 
shoulder (#73377), dating between c1851 to 1861; a bristol-glazed stoneware jar with the impressed 
circular mark of "STEPHEN GREEN" / "IMPERIAL" / "POTTERIES" / "LAMBETH" (#73383), 
dating between 1820 to 1858, and a blue transfer-printed “Gondola” pattern saucer with a transfer-
printed basemark featuring “GONDOLA” in a foliated scroll cartouche (#74041), dating from 
c1830+. 
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Figure 25: A selection of the ceramics from well fill 7568. 
 
Eight of the ceramics featured conjoins in four of the other well fills, confirming that all the fills were 
deposited in the one event:  the salt-glazed stoneware ginger beer bottle with “D. KEARNEY” on its 
shoulder, dating between c1851 to 1861 (#73377), joined with one sherd in fill 7569 (#73393); the 
bristol-glazed stoneware jar manufactured by Stephen Green, dating between 1820 to 1858 (#73383), 
joined with four sherds in fill 7569 (#73395); a blue transfer-printed “Willow” pattern serving dish, 
dating from c1810+ (#74028), joined with one sherd in fill 7569 (#74072); a salt-glazed stoneware 
bung jar, dating between c1830 to 1930s (#73368), joined with seven sherds in fill 7569 (#73396); a 
blue transfer-printed pearlware saucer, dating between c1800 to c1870 (#74037), joined with four 
sherds in fill 7569 (#74070); a blue transfer-printed “Rousillon” pattern slop bowl, dating from 
1846+ (#74032), joined one sherd in fill 7567 (#73980); a blue transfer-printed pearlware “Two 
Temples II” pattern small plate, dating between c1819 to c1870 (#74031), joined with one sherd in 
fill 7465 (#73910) and one sherd in fill 7466 (#73930); and a black flow chamber pot, dating between 
c1830 to 1930 (#74011), joined with five sherds in fill 7569 (#74057).  Two of the conjoining items 
are listed in Table 2.31 as “0” because they have already been counted as the one item in the other 
conjoining fill contexts. 
 
Well fill 7569 contained 45 ceramics (111 sherds), one of which was a whole whiteware ointment jar 
(#74042) (Table 2.32). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric From To Marks Join Items 

beverage ginger beer btl salt gl stw 1830 1930   2 

     1851 1861 Y #73377 0 

     1851 1861 Y  1 
food cont jar bristol gl stw 1820 1858  #73383 0 

 serve dish bltp few 1810   #74028 0 

  jug bl flow few 1828 1859 Y  1 

    few 1830 1930   1 

   bltp pearl few 1819 1870   1 
food serve ladle bltp few 1810    1 

  platter bltp few 1830    1 

   bltp pearl few 1847 1867  #73989 0 

  tureen bltp few 1810    1 

 store bung jar salt gl stw 1830 1930  #73368 0 

 tblw bowl hp ww few 1830    1 
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food tblw bowl hp ww few 1830    3 

     1835 1860   1 

 tea breakfast cup sprigg bc 1830 1920   1 

  cup bl flow few 1830 1930   2 

   bltp few 1819    1 

     1830    1 

   ww few 1830    4 

  saucer bl flow few 1830 1930   1 

   bltp few 1830    1 

   bltp pearl few 1800 1870  #74037 0 

 tea/tblw egg cup bltp few 1830    1 

     1810    1 

   sprigg bc 1830 1920   1 

   wgl bc 1800    1 
h'hold maint black bottle salt gl stw 1830 c1930   5 
pers hygiene ewer ww few 1830    1 

  poe blk flow few 1830 1930  #74011 0 
pharm med ointment jar ww few 1830    1 
unid cont btl salt gl stw 1830 1930   1 

     1850 1860 Y  1 
unid unid unid bl flow few 1830 1930   1 

   bltp few 1830    1 
unid unid unid grntp few 1830    1 

   grntp bc 1830    1 

   ppl tp few 1836 1859 Y  1 

   wgl bc 1800    1 

   ww few 1830    1 

         45 
Table 2.32: Ceramics in Well Fill 7569 

 
Once again the ceramics in this lower fill reflect a deposit of household-related waste (Figure 26), 
with items associated with food – its serving, consumption and storage – being the most dominant 
single function represented (26).  Other household associated functions represented here are beverage 
(3), household (5), personal (1) and pharmaceutical (1).  Five of the ceramics feature basemarks: one 
salt-glazed stoneware ginger beer bottle features the impressed mark of the Sydney potter “T FIELD” 
/ “POTTER” / “SYDNEY” (#73393), dating between c1851 to 1861; a salt-glazed stoneware ginger 
beer bottle with the impressed mark of the Sydney ginger beer manufacturer “D. KEARNEY” on the 
shoulder and the impressed mark of the Sydney potter “(T FIEL)D” / “(POTTE)R” / “(SYDN)EY” 
remaining on the lower body (#73394), dating between c1851 to 1861; a blue flow jug in the 
“Romanesque” pattern features the basemark “ROMANESQUE” and the monogram mark used by 
Thomas Dimmock & Co., Shelton & Hanley (#74078), dating between 1828 to 1859; a salt-glazed 
stoneware bottle with the remains of an impressed mark of the Sydney potter "T (FIELD)" / 
"POT(TER)" / "SYD(NEY)" (#73385), dating between c1850 to c1860, and an unidentified purple 
transfer-printed base sherd featured the basemark "J. & W. PRATT" (#74056), dating between 1836 
to 1859. 
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Figure 26: A selection of the ceramics from well fill 7569. 

 
Seven of the ceramics also featured conjoins in two other well fills, six in fill 7568 and one in fill 
7567.  The six items with conjoins in fill 7568 included the following: a salt-glazed stoneware ginger 
beer bottle with the impressed mark of “T FIELD” / “POTTER” / “SYDNEY”, dating between c1851 
to 1861 (#73393), joined with three sherds that featured the impressed mark “D. KEARNEY” on the 
shoulder (#73377); the bristol-glazed stoneware jar manufactured by Stephen Green, dating between 
1820 to 1858 (#73395), joined with two sherds (#73383); the blue transfer-printed “Willow” pattern 
serving dish, dating from c1810+ (#74072), joined with two sherds (#74028); a salt-glazed stoneware 
bung jar, dating between c1830 to 1930s (#73396), joined with eleven sherds (#73368); a blue 
transfer-printed pearlware saucer, dating between c1800 to c1870 (#74070), joined with three sherds 
(#74037); and a black flow chamber pot, dating between c1830 to 1930 (#74057), joined with eleven 
sherds (#74011).  The item with conjoins in fill 7567 was the blue transfer-printed pearlware 
“Willow” pattern platter, dating between c1847 to 1867 (#74071), that joined with four sherds 
featuring the basemark  “Copeland” / “Late Spode” (#73989).  The seven conjoining items are listed 
in Table 2.32 as “0” because they have already been counted as an item in the other two fills. 
 
The three machine excavated fills yielded the greatest number of ceramics in the well (Table 2.33).  
The ceramics recovered from the three machine excavated fills represented 81.5 per cent of the total 
well ceramic assemblage. 
 

Context Frags % Items % 

7465 22 7.5 13 12.1 

7466 36 4.6 25 6.3 
7567 183 38.3 66 31.8 

7568 125 26.2 59 28.0 
7569 111 23.2 45 21.7 

 
477 99.8 208 99.9 

Table 2.33: Total ceramics in well fills 
 
Four ceramic fabric types were present in the well fills, with fine earthenware being by far the most 
dominant, represented by 127 items and 61 per cent of the total (Table 2.34). 
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Fabric Items % 

bc 20 9.6 

few 127 61.0 
stw 51 24.5 

svfew 10 4.8 

 
208 99.9 

Table 2.34: Ceramic fabric in well 
 
Imported ceramics manufactured in the United Kingdom dominate the ceramic assemblage from the 
well (Table 2.35).  The 158 items, representing 76 per cent of the ceramics, are indicative of the 
ascendancy the United Kingdom ceramic industry had achieved during the nineteenth century on the 
worldwide ceramic marketplace as a whole. 
 

Country Items % 

Aus 5 2.4 

UK 158 76.0 
UK/Aus 44 21.1 

UK/USA/Europe 1 0.4 

 
208 99.9 

Table 2.35: Ceramic country of manufacture in well 
 
The 44 ceramics catalogued as being of United Kingdom/Australia manufacture are all salt-glazed 
and bristol-glazed stonewares that bore no manufacturing marks to indicate definite country of 
manufacture.  The five items identified as being manufactured in Australia were four stoneware 
bottles with impressed marks remaining (#73339, #73377/#73393, #73385, #73394) and a fine 
earthenware lead-glazed unidentified body sherd attributed to the local potter Thomas Ball (#89359).  
The single item identified as being manufactured in the United Kingdom/United States of 
America/Europe was a sponged pearlware chamber pot dating between c1840 to 1870s (#74040). 
 
A total of 26 decorative types are represented in the well ceramic assemblage and these typically 
reflect the increasing wide range of ceramic choices available within the marketplace as the 
nineteenth century progressed (Table 2.36). 
 

Decoration Items % 
banded 1 0.4 
bl flow 25 12.0 
blk flow 1 0.4 

blktp 2 1.0 
bltp 51 24.5 

bltp pearl 6 3.0 
bristol gl 7 3.3 

brntp 1 0.4 
edge pearl 2 1.0 
grnflow 2 1.0 

grntp 6 3.0 
hp 1 0.4 

hp lustre 1 0.4 
hp ww 2 1.0 
lead gl 1 0.4 
mou hp 1 0.4 

pearl 2 1.0 
ppl tp 3 1.4 
redtp 1 0.4 

rock gl 2 1.0 
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salt gl 44 21.1 
sponge pearl 1 0.4 

sprigg 10 5.0 
wgl 9 4.3 

wgl mou 6 3.0 
ww 20 9.6 

 
208 99.8 

Table 2.36: Range of decorative types in well 
 
Of the 26 decorative types identified here five dominate the assemblage with double-digit figures – 
blue flow (25), blue transfer print (51), salt-glazed stoneware (44), sprigged (10) and whiteware (20).  
These five types total 150 items, representing 72.1 per cent of the ceramics in the well.  The 
remaining 21 decorative types occur in only single figures.  In general the range of decorative types, 
in a wide range of shapes and with price ranges to suit all budgets, meant that the imported United 
Kingdom ceramics so effectively dominated the field that locally produced ceramics, such as early 
lead-glazed wares and imported ceramics from China, were not able to maintain their 
competitiveness within the market of mass production and ease of accessibility to goods and were 
soon superseded.  Lead-glazed earthenware is only identified in the well by one item (#89359), and 
there are no Chinese ceramics. 
 
Transfer printing, including flow ware, is on a total of 98 items, representing 47.1 per cent of the 
assemblage.  Blue is the most dominant colour (82), with the other colours available in the 
marketplace indicated by black (3), brown (1), green (8), purple (3) and red (1).  Ceramics commonly 
found associated with early nineteenth-century deposits, such as self-slipped earthenware, creamware 
and Chinese porcelain are missing from the assemblage, while other early wares are present in only 
very small numbers, such as lead-glazed earthenware (1) and plain pearlware (2).  Other simply 
decorated ceramics, available throughout much of the nineteenth century, and for many also well into 
the twentieth century, were also represented here in relatively small numbers, indicating that the 
mass-produced transfer-printed wares were by this stage both plentiful and accessible within the 
marketplace making the other decorative forms more-or-less obsolete.  These simply decorated items 
included edgeware pearlware (2), hand painted (3), hand painted and lustre (1), moulded and hand 
painted (1), sponged pearlware (1), white glazed (9), white-glazed and moulded (6) and whiteware 
(20).  The ceramic decorative types represented here are generally indicative of the range available 
from at least the mid nineteenth-century onwards. 
 
Twenty-six identified shapes were recovered from the well, represented by 175 items, with the 
remaining 33 items being unidentified (unidentified body and base sherds) (Table 2.37). 
 

Shape 
Specific 

Function Items 
black bottle maint 13 

bowl tblw 2 
breakfast cup tea 9 

btl cont 19 
bung jar stor 1 

cup tea 28 
dish serv 1 

egg cup tea/tblw 3 
ewer hygiene 4 

figurine orna 1 
ink btl writing 9 

jar cont 7 
jug serve 5 

ladle serve 1 
milk/cream jug tea 1 

ointment jar med 2 
ointment/toothpaste jar hygiene 1 

penny ink writing 1 
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plate tblw 23 
plate,small tea/tblw 13 

platter serve 4 
poe hygiene 2 

saucer tea 18 
slop bowl tea 3 
teapot lid tea 2 

tureen serv 2 
unid unid 33 

 
 208 

Table 2.37: Range of ceramic shapes in well 
 
The shapes within the well reflect a backfill of household domestic rubbish.  Items associated with 
food – its serving, storage and consumption – dominate the assemblage, with 123 items representing 
70.3 per cent of the identified shapes found.  Food consumption is the most common function, with 
teaware (61), tableware (25) and teaware/tableware (16) the most predominant items.  This 
domination of artefacts associated with the consumption of food reflects the greater risk of breakages 
for items that were commonly used every day, and often more than once a day.  Teaware items in 
particular feature in high numbers here, with 28 cups, 18 saucers, 9 breakfast cups, 3 slop bowls, 2 
teapot lids and 1 milk/cream jug identified.  Two shapes were also identified as belonging to 
teaware/tableware, egg cups (3) and small plates (13).  The role of tableware also features highly, 
with the 23 plates being the second-most commonly identified shape after the 28 cups.  The serving 
of food (13) is represented here by the shapes of jugs (5), platters (4), tureens (2), dish (1) and ladle 
(1); food storage (8) by jars (7) and bung jar (1); personal hygiene (7) by ewers (4), chamber pots (2) 
and ointment/toothpaste jar (1); medicinal by ointment jars (2); household maintenance by blacking 
bottles (13), household ornamentation by a figurine (1); and writing (10) by ink bottles (9) and penny 
ink bottle (1).  The 19 stoneware bottles, identified with the function of container, were catalogued as 
such because they were represented by body or base sherds and their specific shape/function 
remained unknown. 
 
Analysis of the five fills in the well has identified that the ceramic assemblage had occurred as the 
one backfilling event.  This was confirmed by the presence of ceramic conjoins identified between 
the fills.  A total of 10 items (77 sherds) were found with conjoins and these have been discussed 
within each fill context.  The below table summarises the conjoins (Table 2.38). 
 

Context Cat # Shape Decoration Join Items Frags 
7465 73910 plate-small bltp pearl #73930, #74031 1 1 
7466 73930 

  
#73910, #74031 0 3 

7568 74031 
  

#73910, #73930 0 1 
7466 73928 plate bltp #73988 1 5 
7567 73988 

  
#73928 0 3 

7567 73980 slop bowl bltp #74032 1 1 
7568 74032 

  
#73980 0 2 

7567 73989 platter bltp pearl #74071 1 4 
7569 74071 

  
#73989 0 3 

7568 73368 bung jar salt gl #73396 1 11 
7569 73396 

  
#73368 0 7 

7568 73377 btl salt gl #73393 1 3 
7569 73393 

  
#73377 0 1 

7568 73383 jar bristol gl #73395 1 2 
7569 73395 

  
#73383 0 4 

7568 74011 poe blk flow #74057 1 11 
7569 74057 

  
#74011 0 5 

7568 74028 dish bltp #74072 1 2 
7569 74072 

  
#74028 0 1 

7568 74037 saucer bltp pearl #74070 1 3 
7569 74070 

  
#74037 0 4 

    
 10 77 

Table 2.38: Conjoins in well 
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A total of 9 patterns were identified within the well, on a total of 38 ceramics.  These patterns were in 
transfer prints and flow ware.  Blue was by far the most dominant colour with just one pattern 
featured in black transfer print (Table 2.39). 
 

Pattern Name Decoration Shape Date Items 

Fibre blktp cup 1830 1 

Gondola bltp breakfast cup 1830 1 

  cup 
 

1 

  saucer 
 

2 

Lozere bltp egg cup 1842-1867 1 
Marine bltp breakfast cup 1834-1848 1 

  cup 
 

1 
  saucer 

 
1 

Romanesque bl flow jug 1828-1859 1 

Rousillon bltp slop bowl 1846 1 
Scott's Illustration Series bltp plate 1835-1860 2 

Two Temples II bltp cup 1819 4 
  saucer 

 
1 

 bltp pearl jug 1819-1870 1 
  plate-small 

 
1 

W3 bltp dish 1810 1 
  ladle 

 
1 

  plate 
 

6 
  plate-small 

 
4 

  tureen 
 

1 
  unid 

 
3 

 bltp pearl plate-small 1810-1870 1 
  platter 1847-1867 1 

  
  

38 
Table 2.39: Identified patterns in well 

 
The nine identified patterns were in blue transfer print (32), blue transfer-printed pearlware (2), blue 
flow (1), and black transfer print (1).  The identified patterns were overwhelmingly associated with 
items relating to the serving and consumption of food (35), with just three items in the “Willow” 
pattern being unidentified shapes (Figure 27).  Teaware items with identified patterns number 14 in 
total, including cups (7), saucers (4), breakfast cups (2) and slop bowl (1), teaware/tableware items 
number 7 in total, including small plates (6) and egg cup (1), tableware is represented by plates (8), 
and the role of serving is represented by jugs (2), dish (1), ladle (1), platter (1) and tureen (1). 
 
As stated above, the ceramic decorative types represented here are indicative of the range available 
from at least the mid nineteenth-century onwards, and the identified transfer-printed patterns support 
this.  All nine patterns are also commonly found on other Sydney historical excavations. 
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Figure 27: Examples of some of the identified patterns recovered from the well.  Clockwise from bottom 
left: Two Temples II (#73930), Gondola (#74041), Romanesque (#74078), Lozere (#73979), 
Rousillon (#73980), Marine (#73977), and in the middle is the Willow pattern (#73989). 

 
A number of the identified transfer-printed patterns are attributable to particular United Kingdom 
manufacturers.  These include the “Lozere”, “Marine”, “Romanesque”, “Rousillon”, and “Scott’s 
Illustration Series” patterns.  The “Lozere” pattern, on an egg cup (#73979), was attributed to Edward 
Challinor, of Tunstall, and dated between 1842 to 1867; the “Marine” pattern breakfast cup, cup and 
saucer (#73976, #73977, #74033), attributable to George Phillips, of Longport, dated between 1834-
1848; the “Romanesque” pattern jug featured a basemark belonging to Thomas Dimmock & Co., 
Shelton and Hanley (#74078), and dated between 1828 to 1859; the “Rousillon” pattern was 
registered on 16 December 1846 by John Goodwin and is represented here by a slop bowl 
(#74032/#73980), and the two “Scott’s Illustration Series” plates were attributed to Davenport, of 
Longport (#73978, #74069), dating between c1835 to c1860.  The “Fibre”, “Gondola”, “Two 
Temples II” and “Willow” patterns were unable to be attributed to any specific manufacturers, 
although a blue transfer-printed pearlware “Willow” pattern platter (#73989/#74071), with the 
basemark of “Copeland” / “Late Spode”, dated between c1847 to 1867. 
 
Both the “Gondola” and “Marine” patterns are found on items associated specifically with teaware, 
suggesting that the items belonged to matching sets.  The “Gondola” pattern was identified on 
saucers (2), breakfast cup (1) and cup (1), and the “Marine” pattern on a breakfast cup (1), cup (1) 
and saucer (1).  The popular “Two Temples II” and “Willow” patterns were present in both blue 
transfer print and blue transfer-printed pearlware, and the presence of both serving and teaware or 
tableware in both also suggests matching services.  The “Two Temples II” pattern jug (#74077) may 
actually be a milk/cream jug and thus make it part of a tea set – cups (4), saucer (1) and small plate 
(1).  The “Two Temples II” pattern appears to have been mainly used for teaware-related items when 
found on other Sydney historical excavations.17

                                                      
 
17 The “Two Temples II” pattern was found on teaware items at sites including the Conservatorium of Music; 
St. Patricks Cathedral, Parramatta; George & Charles Streets, Parramatta; 109 George Street, Parramatta; King 
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Fifteen basemarked items were recovered from the well, four indicating manufacture in Sydney and 
11 manufactured in the United Kingdom (Table 2.40). 
 

Decoration Shape Cat # Brief Description From To Items 

bl flow jug 74078 
TP basemark - "ROMANESQUE" above a 
monogram. 1828 1859 1 

bltp saucer 74041 
TP basemark - "GONDOLA" on a foliated 
scroll cartouche. 1830 

 
1 

bltp pearl platter 73989 TP basemark - "Copeland" / "Late Spode". 1847 1867 1 

bristol gl jar 73351 

Imp circular mark on lower ext bd - 
"STEPHEN GREEN" / "IMPERIAL" / 
"POTTERIES" / "LAMBETH". 1820 1858 1 

bristol gl jar 73366 

Imp circular mark on lower ext bd - 
"STEPHEN GREEN" / "IMPERIAL" / 
"POTTERIES" / "LAMBETH". 1820 1858 1 

bristol gl jar 73367 

Imp circular mark on lower ext bd - 
"STEPHEN GREEN" / "IMPERIAL" / 
"POTTERIES" / "LAMBETH". 1820 1858 1 

bristol gl jar 73383 

Imp circular mark on lower ext bd - 
"STEPHEN GREEN" / "IMPERIAL" / 
"POTTERIES" / "LAMBETH". 1820 1858 1 

ppl tp unid 74056 
TP basemark remains - "J. & W. PRATT".  J. & 
W. Pratt, Lane Delph, Fenton. 1836 1859 1 

salt gl btl 73339 
Imp mark on lower ext bd - "T FIELD" / 
"POTTER" / "SYDNEY". 1850 1860 1 

salt gl black btl 73345 

Imp circular mark on lower ext bd - 
"STEP(HEN GREEN)" / "PATENT" / 
"DOUBLE GLAZED". 1820 1858 1 

salt gl btl 73377/#73393 

Imp mark on sh - "D. KEARNEY"; Imp 
mark on lower ext bd - "T FIELD" / 
"POTTER" / "SYDNEY". 1851 1861 1 

salt gl btl 73385 
Imp mark remains on lower ext bd - "T 
(FIELD)" / "POT(TER)" / "SYD(NEY)". 1850 1860 1 

salt gl btl 73394 

Imp mark on sh - "D. KEARNEY"; Imp 
mark on lower ext bd - "(T FIEL)D" / 
"(POTTE)R" / "(SYDN)EY". 1851 1861 1 

wgl mou saucer 73912 

TP basemark - "ROYAL IRONSTONE 
CHINA" above coat-of-arms, with "(W.) H. 
GRINDLEY & Co" / "ENGLAND" below. 1880 1925 1 

wgl mou saucer 73913 

Black tp basemark - "(ROYAL 
IRONSTONE) CHINA" above coat-of-arms, 
with "(W. H. GRINDL)EY & Co" / 
"(ENGLA)ND" below. 1880 1925 1 

 
 

 
   

15 
Table 2.40: Basemarked ceramics in well 

 
The locally manufactured items were all salt-glazed stoneware bottles manufactured by Thomas Field 
of Sydney (#73339, #73377/#73393, #73385, #73394), dating between c1850 to c1860s.  Two of 
these bottles also feature the impressed mark of “D. KEARNEY” on the shoulder, a Sydney ginger 
beer manufacturer who was in business between c1851 to 1861 (#73377/#73393, #73394).  
Basemarked ceramics were recovered in all five fill contexts, 7465 contained three (#73339, #73912, 
#73913), 7466 contained two (#73345, #73351), 7567 contained three (#73366, #73367, #73989), 
7568 contained three (#73377, #73383, #74041), and 7569 contained four (#73385, #73394, #74056, 
#74078).  Given that the well fill occurred in the one backfilling event it would appear that it 
happened sometime post-1880 (#73912, #73913) and therefore the fill is not part of Phase 5 but 
instead probably occurred during later rebuilding phases, in either Phase 6 or Phase 7. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                    
 
George V Recreation Centre, The Rocks; 19-41 Reservoir Street, Surry Hills; Parramatta Justice Precinct, 
Parramatta; Darling Walk, Darling Harbour. 
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1860s-c1890 (Phase 6) 
The archaeological features associated with this phase are the remains of an underfloor deposit 
(7444) within the remnant sandstone footings (7441) facing onto George Street, a laneway and two 
cesspits (7418, 7419).  It is thought likely that the underfloor deposit identified in Room 1 was 
related to later interior changes to the building that occurred post-1860s.  The two cesspits further 
south in the backyard area of 710 George Street had different methods of construction however they 
were both built with the same style of bricks suggesting that they were probably built not too far 
apart.18

 
 

Underfloor Deposit 
The underfloor deposit identified in Room 1 was removed in 50mm spits within gridded squares, 
although a lot of the spits were less than 50mm.  The grid consisted of 500 x 500mm squares.  The 
underfloor deposit was 100 per cent wet sieved through 5mm and 3mm sieves.  The room measured 
approximately 6 x 3 metres and was cut by two later sandstone walls (7440 and 7443).  The wall 
7443 was removed prior to the removal of the deposit while the larger footing 7440 remained in situ. 
 
A total of 78 ceramics (84 sherds) were recovered from the underfloor deposit.  These were all 
represented by very small sherds, with the individual items catalogued with a portion size of <10 per 
cent of the vessel.  There were just two exceptions to this, with two white-glazed and moulded semi-
vitreous fine earthenware saucers in the “Forget-Me-Not” pattern catalogued as being represented by 
25 per cent portion size (#73838, #73853).  Because of this a large number of the ceramics are 
unidentified, with 43 out of the 78 ceramics unable to be assigned either a function or shape, 
representing 55.1 per cent of the ceramic assemblage.  None of the ceramics featured basemarks and 
none were found have to conjoins, either between the spits, squares or indeed any other context. 
 
Five ceramic fabric types were present here, with fine earthenware being by far the most dominant, 
represented by 63 items and 80.7 per cent of the total.  The single example of coarse earthenware was 
a lead-glazed unidentified body sherd (Table 2.41).   
 

Fabric Items % 

bc 5 6.4 

cew 1 1.3 

few 63 80.7 
stw 6 7.7 

svfew 3 3.8 

 
78 99.9 

Table 2.41: Ceramic fabric in 7444 
 
Imported ceramics manufactured in the United Kingdom dominate the ceramic assemblage in this 
underfloor deposit (Table 2.42).  The 61 items, representing 78.2 per cent of the ceramics, are 
indicative of the overall domination the United Kingdom had achieved within the worldwide ceramic 
marketplace as a whole by the mid nineteenth century. 
 

Country Items % 

Aus 11 14.1 

UK 61 78.2 
UK/Aus 6 7.7 

 
78 100 

Table 2.42: Ceramic country of manufacture 

                                                      
 
18 Miskella 2009:18-21 
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The 11 ceramics identified as being of probable local Australian manufacture are the 10 lead-glazed 
earthenwares (#89346-#89351, #89353-#89356) and the single self-slipped earthenware (#89352).  
The six items catalogued as being of United Kingdom/Australia manufacture are all salt-glazed 
stonewares that bore no identifying manufacturing marks to indicate their definite country of 
manufacture (#73326-#73331). 
 
A total of 15 decorative ceramic types are represented in the underfloor deposit and these generally 
indicate some of the variety of ceramics that were available to the consumer within the Sydney 
marketplace as the nineteenth century progressed (Table 2.43). 
 

Decoration Items % 
bl flow 9 11.5 

bltp 23 29.5 
bltp pearl 3 3.8 

brntp 2 2.5 
cream w 1 1.3 

grntp 3 3.8 
hp 1 1.3 

hp lustre 1 1.3 
lead gl 10 12.8 
pearl 5 6.4 
salt gl 6 7.7 
selfslip 1 1.3 

wgl 1 1.3 
wgl mou 2 2.5 

ww 10 12.8 

 
78 99.8 

Table 2.43: Range of decorative types 
 
The majority of the decorative types identified here had long periods of manufacture and were 
available throughout much of the nineteenth century and well into the twentieth century.  These 
included the blue flow, blue transfer print, brown transfer print, creamware, green transfer print, hand 
painted bone china, hand painted and lustre bone china, salt-glazed stoneware, white-glazed semi-
vitreous fine earthenware, white-glazed and moulded semi-vitreous fine earthenware, and whiteware. 
The three most commonly represented decorative types recovered, found in double-digit figures, are 
the blue transfer print (23), lead glazed  (10) and whiteware (10).  These three types total 43 items, 
representing 55.1 per cent of the underfloor ceramic assemblage.  The presence of the lead glaze, and 
also the single example of self-slipped earthenware, in a deposit that is thought to relate to interior 
changes to the building that occurred post-1860s, suggests that the deposit was perhaps contaminated 
by a construction layer (7518) and levelling fill (7519) that were located immediately below the 
underfloor deposit. 
 
Nine identified shapes were recovered from the underfloor deposit, represented by 35 items, with the 
remaining 43 items all being represented by unidentified body and base sherds (55.1%) (Table 2.44). 
 

Shape 
Specific 

Function Items 
breakfast cup tea 1 

btl cont 2 

 
ginger beer 1 

cup tea 9 
dish serve 1 

placing ring furn 1 
plate tblw 6 

plate-small tea/tblw 1 
saucer tea 12 
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teapot tea 1 
unid unid 43 

  
78 

Table 2.44: Range of ceramic shapes 
Over half of the ceramics remained unidentified because they were all represented by very small 
sherds, and as stated earlier, all but two of the 78 ceramics in total were catalogued with a portion 
size of <10 per cent of the vessel.  The 35 items able to be identified by shape reflect a deposit of 
domestic use, in particular items associated with food and its serving and consumption.  Food 
consumption is by far the most dominant, with teaware (23), tableware (6), and teaware/tableware (1) 
totalling 30 items.  This domination of artefacts associated with the everyday consumption of food 
again reflects the greater risk of breakages for items that were commonly used every day, and often 
more than once a day.  Teaware items in particular feature prominently here, with the shapes of 
breakfast cup (1), cup (9), saucer (12) and teapot (1) identified. 
 
The presence of an item of early kiln furniture, a fine earthenware lead-glazed placing ring (#89347), 
brown glazed with a yellow glazed spur, indicates that there was some form of contamination of the 
underfloor deposit, from either the construction layer (7518) or levelling fill (7519) that were located 
immediately below the deposit.  The placing ring is an item associated with early nineteenth century 
site usage (Phase 3), when the local Sydney potter Thomas Ball had his pottery, drying areas and 
waster dumps in this immediate vicinity, evidence of which was found in Areas A and B. 
 
The three broad categories of ceramics represented in the underfloor deposit are beverage (1), food 
(31) and kiln (1).  Items identified as being generally unidentified included the 43 unidentified body 
and base sherds as well as two salt-glazed stoneware bottles that were catalogued as such because 
although their specific function could at least be identified as a container (#73326, #73327), they 
were only represented by body sherds which had no specific shape and no further identification could 
be ascertained (Table 2.45). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration From To Items 

bev ginger beer btl salt gl 1830 1930 1 

food serve dish bltp 1810 
 

1 

 
tblw plate bltp 1810 

 
1 

   
bltp pearl 1810 1870 1 

   
pearl 1780 1870 3 

   
ww 1830 

 
1 

 
tea breakfast cup bltp 1830 

 
1 

  
cup bl flow 1830 1930 2 

   
bltp 1830 

 
4 

   
grntp 1830 

 
1 

   
hp 1800 

 
1 

   
wgl 1840 

 
1 

  
saucer bltp 1819 

 
1 

   
bltp 1830 

 
4 

   
bltp pearl 1800 1870 1 

   
grntp 1830 

 
2 

food tea saucer hp lustre 1830 
 

1 

   
wgl mou 1862 1891 2 

   
ww 1830 

 
1 

  
teapot salt gl 1830 1930 1 

 
tea/tblw plate-small brntp 1830 

 
1 

kiln furn placing ring lead gl 1810 1823 1 
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unid cont btl salt gl 1830 1930 2 

 
unid unid cream w 1780 1900 1 

   
bl flow 1830 1930 7 

unid unid unid bltp 1810 
 

3 

   
bltp 1830 

 
8 

   
bltp pearl 1800 1870 1 

   
brntp 1830 

 
1 

   
lead gl 1810 1823 9 

   
pearl 1780 1870 2 

   
salt gl 1830 1930 2 

   
selfslip 1810 1823 1 

   
ww 1830 

 
8 

      
78 

Table 2.45: Ceramic functions, shapes and date ranges 
 
As noted earlier the majority of the ceramics in this deposit had long periods of manufacture, being 
produced throughout the nineteenth century and well into the twentieth century.  None of the 
ceramics, with the exception of two items, are particularly indicative of a post-1860s underfloor 
deposit.  The two exceptions, dating between 1862 to 1891, are semi-vitreous fine earthenware 
saucers in the “Forget-Me-Not” pattern (#73838, #73839). 
 
Just three ceramic patterns were identified in this deposit, two transfer printed and one white-glazed 
and moulded (Table 2.46). 
 

Pattern Name Decoration 
Specific 

Function Shape From To Items 
Forget-Me-Not wgl mou tea saucer 1862 1891 2 
Two Temples II bltp tea saucer 1819 

 
1 

W3 bltp serve dish 1810 
 

1 

  
tblw plate 1810 

 
1 

  
unid unid 1810 

 
3 

 
bltp pearl tblw plate 1810 1870 1 

      
9 

Table 2.46: Identified patterns 
 

All three patterns are commonly found on other Sydney historical excavations, with the two transfer 
printed patterns of “Two Temples II” (1) and “Willow” (6) being made by many potteries throughout 
the nineteenth century, with the ubiquitous “Willow” pattern still being manufactured to the present 
day.  The two white-glazed and moulded semi-vitreous fine earthenware saucers featuring the 
“Forget-Me-Not” pattern are the only ceramics that suggest deposition post-1860s (#73838, #73839).  
Both saucers feature a version of the pattern that is attributed to E. & C. Challinor, of Fenton, 
Staffordshire.19

 

  Overall the underfloor deposit appears to have been contaminated to some extent, 
from either the construction layer (7518) or levelling fill (7519) that were located immediately below 
the deposit. 

Cesspit 7418 
The remains of two brick cesspits were found in the backyard area of 710 George Street, with the 
northernmost cesspit 7418 butted right up to the north wall of the property boundary of 710 George 
Street, against the southern wall of the extant building of 708 George Street.  The cesspit was a 
minimum of eleven courses deep, measured 1700 x 1350 x 820mm, and was constructed of whole 
and broken sandstock bricks laid in a stretcher bond.  Some of the bricks had shallow rectangular 

                                                      
 
19 Wetherbee 1996:121 



70 

 
Casey & Lowe  Archaeological Investigation 

710-722 George Street, Haymarket 

frogs and dated to the 1850s but all appear to have been reused.  The cesspit had a natural clay base.  
The backfill of this cesspit (7459) was all late nineteenth century fill and consisted of mostly 
brownish-grey sand with large brick, sandstone, render and plaster inclusions.  There was no artefact 
rich cess deposit, suggesting that it had been completely cleaned out and backfilled before being 
plumbed into a main sewer line. 
 
Only 15 ceramics were recovered from the cesspit backfill, six of which were whole salt-glazed 
stoneware penny ink bottles (Table 2.47).  None of the ceramics featured basemarks or had conjoins 
with any other context. 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Pattern Country From To Items 

cleric writing penny ink salt gl stw 
 

UK/Aus 1830 1930 6 
food serve platter bltp few W3 UK 1810 

 
1 

 
tblw plate bltp few W3 UK 1810 

 
1 

   
bltp pearl few W3 UK 1810 1870 1 

 
tea saucer bltp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
ppl tp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
sprigg bc 

 
UK 1830 1920 1 

unid cont btl salt gl stw 
 

UK/Aus 1830 1930 1 

 
unid unid brntp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
ppl tp few 

 
UK 1830 

 
1 

   
 

     
15 

Table 2.47: Ceramics in cesspit fill 7459 
 
The six whole salt-glazed stoneware penny ink bottles dominated the assemblage (#73333-#73338), 
in function (clerical), shape (penny ink), decoration (salt glaze) and fabric (stoneware).  The general 
function of food (6) was defined by the roles of serving (1 platter), tableware (2 plates) and teaware 
(3 saucers), with the three unidentified items being a salt-glazed stoneware bottle (body/base sherd), 
a brown transfer-printed base sherd and a green transfer-printed body sherd (Figure 28). 
 
The decorative types represented by the 15 ceramics all have a very broad general date range of 
manufacture – salt glaze (7), blue transfer print (3), purple transfer print (2), blue transfer-printed 
pearlware (1), sprigged (1) and brown transfer print (1).  The only identified pattern, the common 
“Willow” pattern, was produced by numerous potteries and is still being manufactured today. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 28: 
Ceramics in cesspit 
fill 7459 
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Cesspit 7419 
Cesspit 7419 was located further south of cesspit 7418 and had been greatly impacted by early 
twentieth century footings (7440) and a concrete encased service trench.  The cesspit was rectangular 
in shape and was also constructed of reused whole and broken sandstock bricks laid in a stretcher 
bond.  Only five courses of this structure survived and some of the bricks had rectangular frogs and 
some diamond-shaped frogs.  The cesspit had a natural clay base.  This cesspit was truncated by a 
concrete encased service trench running north-south and the later stone footings 7440 running east-
west.  Only the eastern end of the structure survived. 
 
The backfill (7445) contained few artefacts and no evidence of any cess like fill, again indicating that 
the cesspit was completely cleaned out and backfilled before being plumbed into the main sewer line.  
Only three ceramics (10 sherds) were found in the cesspit backfill, none of which featured 
basemarks, identifiable patterns or had conjoins with any other context (Table 2.48) (Figure 29). 
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape Decoration Fabric Country From To Items 

food tea saucer sprigg bc UK 1830 1920 1 

pers hygiene toiletry box grnflow svfew UK 1840 1930 1 

unid unid unid lead gl cew Aus 1810 1823 1 

   
 

    
3 

Table 2.48: Ceramics in cesspit fill 7445 
 

Figure 29: Ceramics in cesspit fill 7455. 
 
Conclusion 
Area C contained 710 George Street and featured many phases of construction, occupation and 
demolition throughout the area.  No evidence of brickfield activities occurred in this area (Phase 3), 
with most early brickfield activity found to the south, in Areas B and A.  There were also no 
structural remains for the post-brickfield era in this area (Phase 4).  The earliest structures are from 
the 1840 to 1860s, with stone footings surviving at the western end of the site along George Street 
(Phase 5).  Another phase of rebuilding occurred, mostly to the interior of the structures, in the 1860s 
(Phase 6).  By 1891 there were three single storey buildings however these were soon replaced by 
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one large building which survived into the twentieth century (Phase 7).  The structure at 710 is again 
replaced in the 1930s by another building which remained extant until it was demolished just prior to 
the excavation beginning in 2008 (Phase 8). 
 
A total of just 361 ceramics were recovered from this area (Table 2.27), comprised of 626 sherds.  
This small number of ceramics, in comparison to those found in Areas A and B, is an indication of 
just how much of an impact the pottery waster pits had on the rest of the site – no waster pits were in 
Area C.  Locally manufactured earthenware was present here in only very small numbers, just 17 in 
total (#89343-#89359), with the 16 lead-glazed and 1 self-slipped earthenware representing just 4.7 
per cent of the entire ceramic assemblage in Area C.  All items consisted of sherds that were <10 per 
cent of the vessel size and consequently all but one of the items were catalogued as unidentified in 
both function and shape.  The exception was a piece of kiln furniture, a placing ring (#89347). 
 
Remnant sandstone footings of a rectangular structure facing onto George Street (7441), and a brick 
well located further to the east in the backyard of the property (7520), were both identified as 
belonging to the period between the 1840s and 1860s (Phase 5).  The circular brick well, constructed 
of flat sandstock bricks, contained five fills.  The top 1.5m of the well was excavated by hand and 
assigned two fills (7465, 7466), however due to safety regulations the rest of the well was excavated 
by machine.  The machine removed the eastern half of the well and roughly separated the fill from 
each meter excavated (7567, 7568, 7569). 
 
A total of 208 ceramics (477 sherds) were recovered from the well fills (Table 2.33) and the majority 
of these were manufactured in the United Kingdom (158), representing 76 per cent of the well 
ceramic assemblage.  Forty-four ceramics catalogued as being of United Kingdom/Australia 
manufacture were all salt-glazed and bristol-glazed stonewares that bore no manufacturing marks to 
indicate definite country of manufacture.  The five items identified as being manufactured in 
Australia were four stoneware bottles with impressed marks remaining (#73339, #73377/#73393, 
#73385, #73394) and a fine earthenware lead-glazed unidentified body sherd attributed to the local 
potter Thomas Ball (#89359).  A single item was identified as being manufactured in the United 
Kingdom/United States of America/Europe, a sponged pearlware chamber pot dating between c1840 
to 1870s (#74040). 
 
A total of 26 decorative types were identified in the well ceramic assemblage and these typically 
reflected the increasingly wide range of ceramic choices available within the marketplace as the 
nineteenth century progressed (Table 2.36).  In general the range of decorative types, in a wide range 
of shapes and with price ranges to suit all budgets, meant that the imported United Kingdom 
ceramics so effectively dominated the field that locally produced ceramics, such as the early lead-
glazed wares and imported ceramics from China, were not able to maintain their competitiveness 
within the market of mass production and accessibility to goods and essentially became redundant.  
Lead-glazed earthenware is only identified in the well by one item (#89359), and there are no 
Chinese ceramics.  The ceramic decorative types represented here are generally indicative of the 
range available from at least the mid nineteenth-century onwards.  The identified shapes within the 
well reflect that of household domestic rubbish (Table 2.37), with the domination of artefacts 
associated with the consumption of food reflecting the greater risk of breakages for items that were 
commonly used every day, and often more than once a day.  Analysis of the well fills identified that 
it was backfilled in the one event, with 10 ceramic conjoins identified between the fills (77 sherds) 
(Table 2.38). 
 
The ceramic decorative types represented in the well are indicative of the range available from at 
least the mid nineteenth-century onwards, and the nine identified transfer-printed patterns, on a total 
of 38 items, also supports this (Table 2.39).  Fifteen basemarked items were recovered from the well, 
four indicating manufacture in Sydney and 11 manufactured in the United Kingdom (Table 2.40).  
Given that the well fills occurred in the one backfilling event it would appear that it happened post-
1880, with the presence of two basemarked items dating between 1880 to 1925 (#73912, #73913).  
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The backfill of the well is therefore not part of Phase 5 but instead occurred during later rebuilding 
phases, in either Phase 6 (1860s-c1890) or Phase 7 (c1890-1930s). 
 
Although the remnant sandstone footings facing onto George Street were identified as belonging to 
the 1840s to 1860s period (Phase 5), it was thought that the underfloor deposit found within Room 1 
(7444) was associated with a later phase of its use, relating to interior changes to the building, dating 
between the 1860s to c1890 (Phase 6).  The underfloor deposit was excavated within 500 x 500mm 
gridded squares in 50mm spits and was 100 per cent wet sieved through 5mm and 3mm sieves.  Most 
of the squares only contained one spit and a total of 78 ceramics (84 sherds) were recovered from the 
room.  All but two of the items were represented by very small sherds, with the individual items 
catalogued with a portion size of <10 per cent of the vessel.  A large number of the ceramics were 
therefore unidentified in both function and shape (55.1%).  Sixty-one items, representing 78.2 per 
cent of the ceramics, were manufactured in the United Kingdom (Table 2.42).  These are indicative 
of the overall domination the United Kingdom had achieved within the worldwide ceramic 
marketplace as a whole by the mid nineteenth century.  Eleven ceramics were identified as being of 
probable local Australian manufacture (lead-glazed and self-slipped earthenwares), and six items 
were catalogued as being of United Kingdom/Australia manufacture (unmarked salt-glazed 
stonewares). 
 
Fifteen decorative types were identified in the underfloor deposit (Table 2.43), the majority having 
long periods of manufacture and being available throughout much of the nineteenth century and well 
into the twentieth century.  None of the ceramics had basemarks.  Nine identified shapes were 
recovered from the underfloor deposit, represented by 35 items (Table 2.44), with the remaining 43 
items unidentified because of small sherd sizes.  The identified shapes reflected a deposit of domestic 
use and the domination of artefacts associated with the everyday consumption of food again showed 
the greater risk of breakages for items that were commonly used every day, and often more than once 
a day (Table 2.45). 
 
None of the ceramics, with the exception of two items, were particularly indicative of a post-1860s 
underfloor deposit.  The two exceptions, dating between 1862 to 1891 and attributed to E. & C. 
Challinor, of Fenton, were semi-vitreous fine earthenware saucers in the “Forget-Me-Not” pattern 
(#73838, #73839).  The presence of 10 lead glazed earthenwares (#89346-#89351; #89353-#89356) 
and one self-slipped earthenware (#89352), in a deposit that is thought to relate to post-1860s 
changes, suggests that the deposit was contaminated by a construction layer (7518) and levelling fill 
(7519) that were located immediately below the underfloor deposit.  The presence of an item of early 
kiln furniture, a fine earthenware lead-glazed placing ring (#89347), appears to confirm this.  The 
placing ring is an item associated with early nineteenth century site usage (Phase 3), when the local 
Sydney potter Thomas Ball had his pottery, drying areas and waster dumps in this immediate 
vicinity, evidence of which was found in Areas A and B. 
 
The remains of two brick cesspits were also found in the backyard area of 710 George Street, both 
identified with Phase 6, cesspit 7418 (fill 7459) and 7419 (fill 7445).  Although the cesspits had 
different methods of construction they were both built with the same style of bricks and were 
believed to have been built at similar times.  There were no artefact rich cess deposits in either 
cesspit, indicating they were cleaned out and backfilled when plumbed into the main sewer line.  
Fifteen ceramics were found in backfill 7459 (7418) and just three were in backfill 7445 (7419) 
(Tables 2.47, 2.48). 
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3.0 Report Conclusion 
 
3.1 Conclusion 
The site study area located at 710-722 George Street, Haymarket, formed a triangular shape on the  
eastern side of George Street, just to the north of the corner of Campbell Street.  The site was 
bounded on the western side by George Street, on the eastern side by Cunningham Lane, and on the 
northern and southern sides by extant buildings 708 and 724 George Street respectively.  For 
excavation purposes the study area was divided into three areas:  Area A (720-722 George Street) to 
the south, Area B (712-718 George Street) in the centre, and Area C (710 George Street) to the north.  
These area divisions also corresponded with the early allotment numbers assigned along George 
Street. 
 
Archaeological investigation in Area A (Lot 2) revealed the following features: a large clay 
extraction pit used for the early production of bricks and pottery; a number of other large pits that 
were backfilled with substantial amounts of locally-made lead-glazed ceramic wasters attributed to 
Thomas Ball, an early Sydney potter who operated a pottery on an adjacent lot; substantial sandstone 
footings of the Woolpack Inn (c1830-1880) with associated underfloor deposits, postholes, cesspit 
and drains; and the remains of stone footings belonging to two later large rectangular buildings, a 
cesspit and drain.  A total of 4243 MIC ceramics (44009 sherds) were recovered from Area A, in 49 
individual contexts.  The immense number of sherds reflected the enormous amounts of locally 
manufactured lead-glazed, slipped and self-slipped ceramic wasters that were associated with the pits 
and identified with early brickfield activity and the potter Thomas Ball.  These are the subject of a 
separate detailed analysis and discussion and were not included within the confines of this report 
(Section 4).  Impacts from the waster pits and various landscaping fills were seen across the area, 
with contamination from them occurring in many features, such as the underfloor deposits of the 
Woolpack Inn. 
 
Archaeological investigation in Area B (Lot 3) also revealed evidence of early brickfield activity, in 
the form of another large pottery waster pit and several layers of landscaping fills, analysis of which 
are not included here (Section 4).  Stone footings of a structure that was contemporary with the 
Woolpack Inn in Area A were identified, along with various postholes and an aborted well.  
Sandstone footings for 712, 714, 716 and 718 George Street were found, along with associated 
cesspits.  An occupation deposit associated with 718 was also identified.  A total of 1465 ceramics 
were recovered from this area (15270 sherds).  Once again this very large sherd count relates to the 
locally manufactured lead-glazed, slipped and self-slipped earthenwares associated with the pottery 
waster pit and landscaping fills that were identified as evidence of early brickfield activity.  The 958 
locally-made ceramics (13641 sherds) from the waster pit alone represented 65.4 per cent of the 
ceramic assemblage found in Area B.  The total number of ceramics found in Area B that were not 
early locally-made earthenwares was just 180 (512 sherds).  Again these locally manufactured 
earthenwares are the subject of detailed analysis and discussion elsewhere (Section 4) and do not 
form part of this report.  Impacts from the waster pit and various landscaping fills were again seen 
here, in particular in relation to the occupation deposit at 718 George Street.  The four cesspits, one 
constructed of sandstock bricks and the other three of sandstone blocks, all appear to have been 
connected to the municipal sewerage system and backfilled at the same time.  None of the ceramics 
were in any original cess deposits, all were instead in the backfills deposited into the cesspits after 
they had been cleaned out and connected to the sewerage system (Phase 6).  The presence of conjoins 
between two of the cesspits also indicated that backfilling occurred at the same time, with the backfill 
of the cesspit at 712 George Street (7625) containing two items that joined with those in the backfill 
of the cesspit at 714 George Street (7626). 
 
Archaeological investigation in Area C (Lot 4) revealed no evidence of brickfield-related activities.  
Remnant sandstone footings of a rectangular structure at 710 George Street and a circular brick well 
located further to the east in the backyard of the property were both identified as belonging to the 
period between the 1840s and 1860s.  The 208 ceramics (477 sherds) recovered from the well were 
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generally indicative of the range available in the marketplace from at least the mid nineteenth-century 
onwards, and the identified transfer-printed patterns also supported this.  A number of basemarked 
items were found and these indicated that the backfilling of the well occurred post-1880.  The 
underfloor deposit found within Room 1 of the building was thought to relate to a later rebuilding 
phase, dating between the 1860s to 1890s, however none of the ceramics recovered from here were 
particularly indicative of a post-1860s underfloor deposit, and the presence of some early locally-
made earthenwares and an item of kiln furniture indicated that the deposit was contaminated, by 
either the construction layer or levelling fill that were both immediately below the underfloor deposit.  
The fact that just 361 ceramics (626 sherds) were recovered from the whole of Area C is an 
indication, when compared with those found in Areas A and B, of just how much of an impact the 
early pottery waster pits and landscaping fills had on the rest of the site.  The remains of two brick 
cesspits were also found in the backyard area of 710 George Street, and like those found in Area B, 
they also appeared to have been cleaned out and backfilled when plumbed into the sewerage line, 
with no cess deposits recorded. 
 
The ceramic analysis contained within this report dealt with specific contexts within Areas A, B and 
C.  It also concentrated only on the ceramics not associated with the early Sydney potter Thomas 
Ball.  The lead-glazed, slipped and self-slipped earthenwares were not discussed here – given their 
significance they are the subject of a separate detailed analysis and discussion (Section 4).  The non 
locally-made earthenware ceramics found on site totalled 779 items (1541 sherds), representing just 
12.8 per cent of the entire ceramic assemblage recovered.  By contrast, the locally manufactured 
earthenwares totalled 5290 items (58364 sherds) and accounted for 87.8 per cent of the assemblage 
(Table 3.1).  It should again be reiterated here that the numbers identified with the locally 
manufactured earthenwares are from its earliest stages of cataloguing and continuing work on this 
has since identified a lot more items and information (Section 4).  The focus of this report was 
specifically on the imported ceramics and proportionally these items, when compared with the 
locally-made wares, will stay relatively the same, even if further work on the local wares is 
undertaken. 
 

Area 
Non Locally-made 
Earthenware Items 

Non Locally-made 
Earthenware Frags 

Locally-made 
Earthenware Items 

Locally-made 
Earthenware Frags 

A 255 421 3988 43588 
B 180 512 1285 14758 
C 344 608 17 18 

 
779 1541 5290 58364 

Table 3.1: Division of ceramics on site
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