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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Results of the Fieldwork Program 
The main remains found within the study area were:  
 

 an early timber structure, probably earlier than the Hassall House 
 the cellar of the Hassall House  
 remains of an structure to the east associated with a large chimney/flue 
 a well to the south of the main house 
 a possible dairy, south of the well and the main house 
 a series of pits, recut into each other 
 two timber-lined pits 
 three pits with brick-lined bases. 

 
These remains were substantially impacted by the demolition of the Hassall house in 1882 and the 
sale of the building material from the site and the construction of the 1960s RTA building.   
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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Background 
After preliminary testing in November 2003 which was carried out alongside the removal of the 
extensive concrete strip footings from the RTA buildings it was decided that the whole site was to be 
stripped of the overburden and investigated to reveal any remains of the early nineteenth-century 
occupation.1  This was made possible alongside the removal of all contaminated materials and soils 
which started on the 15/11/2004.  The whole area Was to be stripped of contaminated soils which 
basically included all the twentieth century material down to the natural Ground.  The removal of the 
overburden and the battering of deep areas with clean introduced fill was undertaken by Mainland 
Civic in the six weeks following the starting date.  An area of about 30m by 25m in the southeast 
corner of the site was not archaeologically investigated as the depth of contaminated fill was more 
than 4m.  Another area of about 20m by 30m in the northwest corner of the study site, which was the 
location of a south sloping ramp within the RTA complex, did not yield any significant features and 
was also excluded from investigation as well as an area 6m wide along George Street and stretching 
13m south into the study area which had asbestos conduits running through it.  To the west of this 
area was a smaller section of about7.5m by 4m with an electricity sub station which was also 
excluded.  Any surviving nineteenth century structures within the remainder of the study area were to 
be investigated and removed by Casey and Lowe.  Further work was carried out in January by a team 
of Archaeologists investigating pre British invasion aboriginal culture.  Two deep features that 
required extensive machine excavation were investigated on February 28th, 2005 after the aboriginal 
archaeology was concluded. 
 
 
1.2 Study Area 
The study area fronts onto George Street, with the eastern boundary formed by Argus Lane, the 
southern boundary by Union Street and the western boundary by buildings at 115 George Street.  The 
property was part of a single historic property.   The natural soil on the site consisted of a soft loose 
alluvial sand similar to the sand deposit on the corner of George & Charles Streets, across the road 
and which extends eastwards to the corner of George & Harris Street.    
 
 
1.3 Methodology 
A small machine was used to strip the area under archaeological supervision.  A space of about 29m 
by 16m in the southwest corner was cleared first for the placement of Site sheds.  Next was the north 
half of the site and another portion east of the southwest corner  and lastly due to the extensive 
excavations in the southeast corner, the remainder of the south half  The removed soil was stockpiled 
and loaded onto trucks by a larger machine.  Once the desired level was found the areas were 
cleaned, mainly with the aid of hoes and if features e.g.  post holes, or remains of structures were 
present further investigations were carried out to collect information about their function, age etc.  A 
photographic record as well as scale plans and detailed notes were taken of all work carried out.  Soil 
samples were taken from relevant features.  Pit features were usually half sectioned and if necessary 
excavated in full.  Post holes were excavated in the Casey & Lowe method, lowering the post hole 
fill a few centimetres to clearly show the cut and completely removing the post pipe fill, this allows 
for photographic recording which makes it easier to understand and interpret the timber structures 
made with post construction.  The main focus of the excavation was to retrieve as much information 
as possible about the nineteenth-century period involving Hassall House. 

                                                      
1 Casey & Lowe 2003b 
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Photo 1-1: Machine stripping of 
overburden in Area A, looking 
southeast, from George Street 
towards Argus Lane.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Context numbers used for the site were 4801 to 5098.  These context numbers have not been used on 
any other site excavated by Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd.   
 
 
1.4 Areas 
The site was divided into Area A and Area B.   Area A was roughly the north half and Area B the 
south half of the site.   This would have coincided with the early twentieth century line of property 
boundaries separating the Union Street properties from the George Street properties.    
 
 
1.5 Plans 
The archaeological remains were recorded on a series of field plans in a scale of 1:50.  There were a 
series of field plan numbers used during recording that correlate with the field plans as shown in Fig. 
1-1.  Once the excavation was completed the plans were inked, scanned, annotated and reorganised 
(Appendix 1, this report) for the purposes of this report.    
 
 
 
Plan 1 General plan of the site 
Plan 2 Area A 
Plan 3 Area B 
Plan 4 Area B, western pits during excavation 
Plan 5 Area B, western pits post excavation 
Plan 6 Area A with overlays and reconstructions 

 
 
Copies of these plans are to be found in Section 3 of this report. 
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Figure 1-1: Site plan showing the location of the field plans which have now been incorporated into the main 

plans.  These plans were initially drawn at a scale of 1:50 by Franz Reidel.  
 
 
1.6 Phases 
The study area has been divided into a series of eight phases listed below: 
 
Phase 8 Surface collection and demolition of RTA (2003 and 2004) 
Phase 7 Rubbish dump/site preparation and construction of RTA (1960s) 
Phase 6 Twentieth-century housing 
Phase 5 Demolition of Hassall House (1884) 
Phase 4 Leasing of Hassall House (1834-1880) 
Phase 3.2 Occupation of Hassall House by Hassall Family(c1804-1834) 
Phase 3.1 Construction of Hassall House (c1804) 
Phase 2 Pre-Hassall House Features (c1790-c1804) 
Phase 1 Aboriginal Occupation and Natural Landscape 
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1.7 Limitations 
This report was written without access to the artefact catalogue and any dates these may have 
provided to assist with phasing.  The information came from the recording done on site and the 
historical material available from the Archaeological Assessment compiled by Casey & Lowe Pty 
Ltd for the project.2  Generally, the interpretations in this report have not been altered if they are 
different to those in Vol 1 of this report.   
 
 
1.8 Authorship 
This report has been written by Franz Reidel.  Franz supervised the archaeological program, did 
much of the site planing and inked all the field plans.  This report also incorporates a sub-report by 
Tim Adams who undertook the excavation, recording and planning of most of the main pits in Area 
B.  Tim Adams annotated the computer plans.  Dr Mary Casey, Excavation Director, reviewed and 
amended this report.    
 
 
1.9 List of Illustrations 
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2.0 Results – Area A 
 
2.1 Overview 
Excavation commenced in the southwestern area of the site to allow for placing the site sheds in this 
area, only a few features were found here.  The machine clearing then shifted to the northeast corner 
of the site where the concrete slab and the fill was removed.  The rest of the site was slowly cleared.  
The main remains found within the study area were:  
 

 an early timber structure, probably earlier than the Hassall House 
 the cellar of the Hassall House  
 remains of an structure to the east associated with a large chimney/flue 
 a well to the south of the main house 
 a possible dairy, south of the well and the main house 
 a series of pits, recut into each other 
 two timber-lined pits, one near the eastern structure and one to the south of the dairy area.  

 
 
2.2 Area A 
 
2.1.1 Phase 8 – Surface collection and demolition of RTA (2003 and 2004) 
Phase 8 refers to surface finds and the most recent period of the demolition of the RTA buildings.  
The fill inside the RTA foundation trenches (8865) and the unstratified contexts (4801) and (5067) 
were assigned to this Phase.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-1: View of 
northeast part of Area 
A, note the RTA 
footing trenches 
cutting through the 
area.   
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Figure 2-1: Geotechnical plan showing the layout of the RTA buildings along George Street and Argus Lane, buildings to the shout and the open area which also contained petrol tanks.   
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2.2.2 Phase 7 – Rubbish dump/site preparation and construction of RTA (1960s) 
This phase is the period in the 1960s from the demolition of the twentieth-century houses to the 
construction of the RTA building in the.  Part of this phase was a large pit of about 30m by 25 m in 
the south east corner of the site which extended east under Argus Lane and south under Union Street.  
It was over 4m deep and appeared to be a rubbish tip containing mid nineteenth-century household 
waste and building debris but as this dump was highly contaminated, including some heavy metals 
there was limited opportunity to collect any artefacts from this deposit (Fig. 2-1).  Context (4866) 
was given for the RTA wall trench cuts which could all be accurately assigned by overlaying a plan 
of the RTA footings over a plan of the excavated features. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-2: Deep 
excavation after 
removal of rubbish 
dump, looking north 
towards George Street 
with Argus Lane to the 
right.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2.2.3 Phase 6 – Twentieth-century housing 
This phase contains all contexts associated with the twentieth-century houses occupying the area for 
roughly the first half of that century (Fig. 2-16, Section 2, main report).  Few remains for this period 
survived and were presumably removed during the construction for the 1960s RTA building.   
 
Post holes 
A large number of post holes were found and assigned to this phase.  The criterion for this deciding if 
a post hole was part of this phase was the presence of building materials associated with Hassall 
House within the post hole fill or packing.  These post holes were generally scattered over Area A 
with the exception of contexts (4981), (4993), (4997) and (4998) which may have been part of 
boundary fences (Plans 2, 3).  Contexts (4861) and (4981) could have been part of a north-south 
running boundary fence line and context (4998) part of a separate north-south boundary fence line.  
Contexts (4993) and (4997) are roughly in line with the central boundary separating the George 
Street and the Union Street properties.  For a full list of the post holes in this phase see Matrix 1, 
Phase 6.   
 
Pits 
Various small and mainly shallow pits were also assigned to this phase using the same criterion as for 
the post holes (Plan 2, 3).  None of them contained any substantive archaeological deposits and were 
not recorded in detail.   
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2.2.4 Phases 3, 4 and 5 – Construction, Occupation and Demolition of the Hassall 
House 

These phases deal with the construction, occupation and demolition of Hassall House, various out 
buildings and other features.  The contexts associated with these phases are discussed together as 
most of them belong in more than one or all of the above phases.  
 
Hassall House 
 
Cellar 
The cellar of Hassall House was located about 12.5m from the George Street frontage and about 35m 
from Argus Lane.  It was discovered during testing in 2003 but was then identified as ‘brick pit’ as 
the test trench did not reveal any walls or floor covering.  After the removal of the demolition fill 
(4802) the remains of one course of cellar footings (5043) and part of a flagstone floor (5044) 
became evident (Plans 1, 2; Photos 2-3, 2-5).  The interior measurement along the south wall was 
4.3m and 5.2m along the east wall.  The west wall survived for 3.1m and the north wall for 1.4m 
from the northeast corner.  The wall then turned 90 degrees into a north-south running wall which 
survived with a length of 1m.  The northwest corner did not survive.  The cut line (5086) for the 
cellar could not be established because of the loose nature of the natural sand.  The sides of the 
excavation to reach the bottom of the cellar had to be sloped for safety reasons.  The stone floor of 
the cellar was about 1.3m below the rest of the investigated area.  The footings (5043) were made of 
irregular flat soft grey local sandstone which might be described as mudstone, only about 350mm 
wide, with only one course remaining and in most places with only the inner face still in tact.  The 
stones were bonded with mainly grey mud mortar with the exception of some buff shell mortar in the 
southwest corner (Photos 2-4, 2-5).  Some of the paving (5044) of flat mudstone remained along the 
south wall.  The slabs were mainly rectangular or squarish with dimensions of about 450mm 300mm 
or 450mm by 450mm and a thickness of between 50mm and 150mm.  The bedding (5065) for the 
paving consisted of a mixture of about 50 percent grey mud mortar and 50 percent brown sand and 
was up to 100mm thick.  The cellar was built in Phase 3.1 – Construction.  The demolition fill (4802) 
belongs to Phase 5 – Demolition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-3: Remains of cellar footings (5043), looking east. Scale 1m 
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Photo 2-4: Remains of cellar footings (5043) and paved floor (5044), looking southwest.  Scale 1m 
 
 

Photo 2-5: Buff shell mortar in southwest corner of cellar footings (5043). Scale 1m 
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Photo 2-6: Grey 
mud mortar in west 
wall of cellar 
footings (5043). 
Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wall trench 
When overlaying a plan of the RTA footings over a plan showing the excavation results there was 
one trench which was located outside (to the north) of the RTA buildings (Plans 1, 2).  This trench 
(5088) fits with a tentative overlay constructed from the 1831 and 1882 (Figs. 2-6, 2-11) plans using 
the cellar to locate the Hassall House.  The fill (5087) of this trench, though shallow, contains no 
modern building materials only grey some grey clay mortar, similar to that found in cellar footings.  
This suggests the trench could have been a section of the foundation trench for the front wall of 
Hassall House.  Other than the cellar and this wall trench other traces of evidence for the location of 
Hassall House were found during the archaeological program. 
 
Well 
A well constructed of sandstock brick with an interior diameter of 1.2m was found about 6m south of 
the cellar (Photos 2-7).  The fill (5080=4835) consisted of light coloured grey buff and brown sand 
slightly darker and greyer towards bottom from where a small selection of artefacts as well as some 
timber was found.  The structure (5081=4836) was made of small flat sandstock bricks (200mm by 
100mm by 60mm) laid in stretcher bond, one brick wide with every other course in header bond to  
tie the wall to the surrounding fill (Photo 2-8).  The well was not perfectly round, narrowing to about 
1m towards the base.  The bottom of the structure consisted of bricks laid in a circle in header fashion 
with a mudstone slab in the centre (Photo 2-9).  The bottom 100mm to 200mm of the structure was 
set in natural grey clay.  Above that was about 1m of reddish brown compact clayey sand and the 
remainder was made up of buff brown sand.  The cut (5083) for the well construction was fairly wide 
at the upper levels which was probably the result of collapses due to the soft nature of the natural 
sand.  The natural ground in the lower levels was more compacted and the cut there was only 
marginally wider than the structure itself.  The fill (5082) between the bricks and the cut consisted of 
mottled brown buff sand interspersed with pieces of grey clay from the bottom of the well cut.  The 
feature was excavated by machine due to its depth.  The surrounding area had to be benched for 
safety reasons.  The bricks were collected and stacked on pallets for transportation.  The fill of the 
well probably dates to Phase 5 – Demolition.  The structure and the cut date to Phase 3.1, c. 1804.   
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Photo 2-7: The well 
(5081) with the 
cellar of Hassall 
House in the 
background, looking 
north. Note how 
much wider the cut 
(5083) is compared 
to the well itself.  
Scale 1m 
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Photo 2-8: Header and stretcher courses in masonry of well. Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-9: The bottom of the well (5081) and the lower natural soil profile where the surrounding material was 

more compact and the cut for the well was much narrower, looking southwest. Scale 1m 
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Eastern Structures 
 
Main building 
There was a building east of Hassall House depicted on plans from 1831 and 1882 (Figs. 2-6, 2-11).  
Signs of structural remains were found during testing in November 2003 and this could be confirmed 
during the main excavation program.  There were a few traces of wall trenches (5078) as well as 
remains of the foundation for a fire place (4913) (Plans 2, 3; Photo 2-10).  The wall trenches 
contained fill (4912) of brown sand, sandstock brick fragments and specks of shell mortar.  The 
trenches were up to 600mm wide and 250mm deep.  Connecting the trenches on plan resulted in a 
building with a width of about 7.7m (parallel to the George Street frontage), a depth of about 6m and 
an east-west running interior wall about 3.5m south of the north wall.  The fireplace foundation 
(4913) was made of roughly-shaped sandstone with brick and smaller sandstone infill.  It was up to 5 
courses (550mm) high, 600mm deep and 1100mm wide and located in the eastern half of the south 
wall.  The remains were about 5.5m west of Argus Lane and about 7.5m south of George Street.  
This building was probably constructed in Phase 3.2 – Hassall Occupation and was probably in use 
until it was demolished in Phase 5.   
 
 

Photo 2-10: Location of the eastern building with traces of wall trenches (arrowed) looking south with the 
main remediation area in the background. Scale 1m 
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Chimney/Flue 
Remains of an unusual brick structure was discovered about 1.5m south of the southeast corner of the 
main eastern building (Plans 2, 3; Photos 2-11 to 2-15).  The structure (4914) was built of flat orange 
sandstock bricks bonded with yellow/buff shell mortar with up to five courses remaining in the east 
wall.  It was U-shaped with an internal southern opening; it measured 1.46m by 1.46m in total 
(Photo 2-12).  The west and east walls were 560mm wide each and the north wall 650mm.  The 
opening was 340mm by 810mm.  There was also a wall (4915) made from local mudstone butting 
the southwest corner of the brick structure and extending 1.4m to the south (Photo 2-13).  The wall 
stepped up towards the west.  The lower section consisted of two courses (200mm) of stone with the 
bottom course made up of a single slab 1370mm long, 200mm wide and up to 120mm high.  The 
upper section was four courses high which comes to a height of about 280mm.  The upper section 
was sitting beside the lower section in natural sand.  Both the structures mentioned were not just 
foundations but appeared to be below ground level structures that had been used as such.   
 
Some clues about the use of these structural elements (4914, 4915) were gathered from the fill 
removed from the area (Photo 2-11).  Demolition fills (4805, 4837) consisting of brown sand, 
sandstone and sandstock brick fragments, pieces of yellow shell mortar, charcoal, as well as lenses of 
topsoil with specks of charcoal was removed from the northern and southern sides and from inside 
the structure (4914), from an area of about 4.3 by 2.2m which extended considerably south and north 
of the brick feature.  The final fill context removed from the cut north of the brick structure (4914) 
was context 4838 which was about 1200mm by 1100mm with a depth of up to 70mm made up 
mainly of demolition material (sandstock brick rubble and shell mortar fragments) and sat directly on 
natural sand.  The final context (5014) removed from the centre of the brick structure (4914) was 
basically a deposit of ash of up to 100mm thickness which also occupied up to about 1m of the area 
to the south.  The last fill context (5096) from the area altogether was made up of light brown sand 
including some specks of charcoal creating a slope at the south end of the cut (5094) the surface of 
this deposit was recorded as context 5095.  The cut for the original construction of the brick feature 
and the sandstone wall was context 5094.  
 
The features could be interpreted as follows.  The brick structure could have been the bottom part of 
some kind of kiln or oven.  The presence of the ash deposit (5014) points in that direction.  There was 
also some evidence of burning visible in the mortar between the brick courses (Photo 2-14).  This 
however does not quite seem extensive enough for a permanently used fireplace.  Some blackening 
was seen on top of the bricks in the north wall which could have been the base of the fire box.  The 
cut (5091) extends about 1.5m north of the structure and appears to have been dug when the structure 
was demolished maybe to salvage building materials. It cut he wall trench (4912) and (5078) of the 
main eastern building and exposes the east side of the fireplace (4913).  The area to the south of the 
brick structure (4914) and east of the stone wall (4915) appeared to be different and the area does not 
appear to have been re-cut.  There was a gentle slope (5095) towards the centre opening in the brick 
structure which appears deliberate and ash may have been dragged out of the fire place that way.  No 
real explanation can be offered for the stone wall (4915).  It is possible that it had a corresponding 
wall on the east side of the cut (5094) which might have supported a timber floor but there was no 
evidence supporting this theory.  The brick and stone structure was most likely built in Phase 3.2 – 
Hassall Occupation and was in use up to demolition in Phase 5. 
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Photo 2-11: Half section through demolition fills (4805, 4837) within the brick structure 4914, note the burnt 
black deposits underneath the demolition fills, looking north. Note the fill in the large pit (4824) on 
the left. Scale 1m   

 

Photo 2-12: Brick structure 4914 with buff yellow shell mortar, looking south following the removal of the fill 
deposits shown in Photo 2-11. Scale 1m 
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Photo 2-13: Stone structure (4915) adjoining brick structure (4914) to the north, looking west. Scale 1m 
 

Photo 2-14: The yellow shell mortar has been burnt and changed to an orange colour and there is blackening at 
the base of the brick wall in structure 4914, looking east.   
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Photo 2-15: Structures 
4914 and 4915 after 
removal of fills. The 
stone fireplace (4913) of 
the eastern structure is 
visible in the left 
background as are the 
remains of a brick wall 
(4923) in front of it, 
looking north. The 
robbed trench (5078) for 
the eastern structure is 
arrowed. The two early 
post holes are visible. 
Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brick wall  
A section of what was probably the base course of a brick footing (4923) was located 800mm south 
of the fireplace (4913) and 700mm west of the brick structure (4914) (Photo 2-15).  The bricks used 
were flat sandstock bonded with sandy yellow-shell mortar similar to the mortar used in the brick 
structure (4914).  The feature was up to 1200mm long and 400mm wide, running east-west with a 
possible 90 degree right angle return towards the south, at the east end.  There were a construction 
cut (4925) and demolition fill (4924) associated with the feature which were visible in plan and in the 
section in the RTA trench to the west.  About 1m to the west and in line with feature (4923) was a 
trace of what could have been a wall trench (fill (5097), cut (5098)).  This trace was only a smear but 
could have been part of the north wall of an outbuilding together with footing 4923.  The 
construction of this building would have probably taken place in phase 3.2, with occupation in 
Phases 3.2 and 4.  The fills (4924) and (5097) have been assigned to Phase 5. 
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Pits 
Two rectangular pits (4824, 4817) were found immediately to the south and southeast of structure 
(4914) and (4915) (Photos 2-15, 2-16, 2-17; Plans 2, 3).  The western pit (4824) measured 1800mm 
by 1200mm and contained between 210mm and 500mm of dark brown to grey fill (4803) containing 
some slate and sandstone fragments but very few artefacts.  The pit had straight sides and a flat base 
cut into the natural reddish brown sand.  Traces of upright timber boards (4825), which had either 
been driven or sunken slightly into the natural sand, could be seen after the removal of the fill (Photo 
2-16).  There was no timber base.  The second pit (cut 4817) measured around 2200mm by 1200mm 
and was between 200mm and 350mm deep with an irregularly-shaped base sloping towards the south 
(Photo 2-17).  The fill (4804) consisted of dark brown sand and charcoal fragments.  The pit was cut 
by two post holes (4809) and (4813) which appeared to date most likely to the twentieth-century 
occupation (Phase 6).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-16: Pit 4824 
with traces of upright 
timber boards around 
the perimeter of the cut, 
shown as narrow black  
rectangles, looking 
north. Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-17: Pit 4817 
southeast of brick 
structure 4914, looking 
north.  Post holes 4813 
(right) and 4809 are 
thought to be belong to 
the twentieth-century 
houses. Scale 1m 
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Post holes 
Two features (5022, 5026) only became visible after the removal of all the fills associated with 
structures (4914) and (4915) (Photo 2-15; Plans 2, 3).  One of the features (5022) was definitely a 
post hole with probably a round post with a diameter of 90mm.  The cut (5022) measured about 
500mm by 400mm.  The post pipe was 120mm deep and due to the post being pulled out roughly 
oval shaped.  The other was a shallow cut (5026) about 550mm by 300mm and only 50mm deep.  
These two features probably date to the early stages of Phase 3.2 – Hassall Occupation. 
 
There was a row of north-south running cuts along the boundary to Argus lane (Plans 2, 3).  One of 
them was clearly a post hole.  The cut (5030) measured 210mm by 300mm with a post pipe in the 
northwest corner of 100mm diameter.  The remaining cut was only about 400mm deep.  The other 
cuts did not show post pipes and were shallow, between 20mm and 100 mm deep.  The fill consisted 
of brown sand and no artefacts were found.  These features could have been part of a boundary fence 
during the Hassall House period of occupation (Phase 3.2 to 4).  The were considerably cut down by 
twentieth-century activities on the site.  
 
 
Topsoil/occupation 
Four contexts were investigated which could be identified as topsoil or occupation deposits 
connected with activities around the eastern structures.  Context (5021) was a shallow dark grey 
brown sandy deposit with flecks of charcoal (Plans 2, 3).  It was located at the northeast corner of 
structure (4914) about 1500mm by 1000mm in area and up to 70mm deep.  Context (5033) is series 
of shallow depressions with depths of up to 150mm filled with mottled brown sand.  These 
depressions cover an area of about 1200mm by 900mm at the southeast corner of (4914) and were 
most likely created through gardening activities.  Contexts (5045) and (5064) were patchy dark 
brown sandy topsoil with some inclusions of charcoal and specks of sandstock brick within the main 
building.  A small portion of this context was excavated alongside one of the RTA trenches (Photo 2-
18).   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 2-18: 
Remnant topsoil 
(5045) within an 
area of eastern 
building, looking 
southeast. Scale 
1m 
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Others  
There was a small section of about 1m of a shallow up to 100mm deep trench (5046) filled with dark 
grey brown sand which contained several pieces of lead glaze ceramic (4826) (Plans 2, 3).  This 
trench was cut by a later RTA trench leaving a width of only 250mm.  While it may have been part of 
a Phase 3 structure twentieth-century disturbance has removed most of this evidence.   
 
 
2.2.5 Phase 2 – Pre-Hassall House Features (c1790-c1804 or 1814) 
 
Timber Structure 
A group of post holes in the centre of Area A were identified as belonging to Phase 2.  The main 
criterion for this decision was the absence of building debris and artefacts in the post hole packing or 
fills.  Altogether sixteen post holes have been assigned to this group.  They form two north-south 
running rows, with seven or eight post holes each, about 4.5 m long and about 3.5 m apart.  The 
western row is approximately 7m to the east of the cellar.  The spacing between posts is just over 
600mm on average, which corresponds with the imperial measurement of 2 feet.  Most of the post 
holes were squarish or rectangular and the posts all appeared to be round.  The post hole packing fills 
are sand in various shades of yellow, brown and reddish brown.  The largest post hole cut measured 
around 550mm by 450mm, the smallest 310mm by 310mm.  The diameter of the post pipes ranged 
between 70mm and 210mm and the depth of the post pipes between about 200mm and 300mm.   Post 
hole 4887 may have been a recut of 4889 and it is noted that 4899 is slightly our of alignment (Plans 
2, 3).  
 
 

Photo 2-19: Phase 2 post holes which constitute the eastern and western wall lines of the early timber structure 
with a large circular feature (5020) in the centre, looking north.  Note the asbestos pipes to the north, 
this area was not subject to excavation due to OH&S reasons. Scale 1m 

 
 
The western row appears to continue north as there are three more post holes which seem to be in 
line.  These post holes are however much wider spaced and the packing fills all contained building 
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debris which means that they were dug after Hassall House was demolished, post-Phase 5.  They are 
therefore placed in Phase 6.  Two of these post holes were recorded as contexts (4861) and (4981).  
There were no signs of any east-west row at the northern end and only a few patches of darker sand 
at the southern end, none of which turned out to be post holes. 
 
As far as the evidence goes the early post holes could be the remains of a kind of simple shelter used 
before the construction of Hassall House.  The absence of demolition debris in this Area is especially 
significant as all the post holes are located within the footprint of Hassall House.  If they were dug 
after the demolition of the house the backfill would definitely have contained some traces of cultural 
debris of the previous 80 to 100 years.    
 
Context numbers of western post holes (Plans 2, 3): 

Post pipe fill 4860 4867 4956 4973 4871 4969 4856  
Post pipe cut 4861 4868 4957 4974 4872 4970 4857  
Post hole packing 4862 4869 4958 4975 4873 4971 4858 4904 
Post hole cut 4863 4870 4959 4976 4874 4972 4859 4903 

 
Context numbers of eastern post holes (Plans 2, 3): 

Post pipe fill 4902 4898 4878 4882 4886 4892 4908  
Post pipe cut 4901 4897 4877 4881 4885 4891 4907  
Post hole packing  4900 4896 4876 4880 4884 8490 4906 4888 
Post hole cut 4899 4895 4875 4879 4883 4889 4905 4887 

 
Comment by Mary Casey 
The size of the footprint 4.3m by 3.5m (14ft by 11.4ft) does not suggest that this was extensive 
structure.  The typical convict hut is 12ft by 24ft (3.7m by 7.4m) which is almost twice as long.  
Therefore this structure is no more than the equivalent of a room of a small timber structure.   While 
it is possible that there may have been a larger timber building there is no surviving evidence for this.    
 
It is possible the timber structure may have been part of the early house, such as a verandah or a lean 
to.  There is no real stratigraphic evidence to phase it as either Phase 2 or 2.1.  Although it is more 
logical to place it within Phase 2, based on the evidence of the stone used in the cellar, the brick 
demolition material found within the cellar and the 1870s photo of the house (Section 2, Fig. 2-12, 
Vol 1).   
 
 
Circular feature 
An almost circular cut with a diameter of about 2.25m was located in the centre of the timber 
structure (Photo 2-19, Plans 2, 3).  The cut (5020) had vertical sides and a quarter of it was excavated 
by hand to nearly 1.5m.  The fill (5019) consisted of clean sand, probably the same sand that was 
taken out in the first place.  There were absolutely no artefacts in the fill and the overall depth was 
probably about 1.8m.  A machine had to be used to excavate the feature so that the sides could be 
benched and the fill was hardly distinguishable from the soft natural sand.  This made the detection 
of the bottom of the pit, which was not marked by any structural features, impossible.  The actual 
bottom of the feature could not be identified.  The feature was cut by two Phase 6 post holes 
 
The interpretation of this feature is guesswork but given the absence of any building debris and 
artefacts it should be considered to pre-date the Hassall House.  It may have been the attempt to dig a 
well in the wrong place and work was therefore abandoned and the hole refilled.  If the shelter 
structure came earlier or later could not be determined.   
 
Comment by Mary Casey 
While similar in size to the well cut to the south its location as a possible well is an odd choice, so 
close to the George Street property boundary rather than further to the south, at the rear of any likely 
structures.  A similar large circular feature was found at the Conservatorium of Music within the 



Results – Area A 

 

24

Verbrugghen Hall area.  It was also backfilled with clean sand.  This feature was the location for a 
crane for building twentieth-century additions to the building.  It is possible that this large hole acted 
in the same way for a crane or other machinery used for the construction of the 1960s RTA buildings 
which would place this feature in Phase 7 rather than Phase 1.  The location of this feature within the 
centre of the two lines of post holes which form the early timber structure appears to suggest a 
relationship between these two elements.  While we thought this was the case for some time in the 
end we have decided that it was coincidental rather than the result of deliberate behaviour or choices 
or of a relationship between the various elements.   
 
 
2.2.6 Phase 1 – Aboriginal Occupation and Natural Landscape  
All of the above features were generally found in the natural reddish brown to light brown sand 
(5051).  A separate number (5050) was given to the natural sand in the brick feature (4914). 
 
A good natural soil profile was observed during the excavation of the brick well (5081) (Photo 2-9).  
The reddish brown fairly soft sand gradually changes to light brown to buff and to almost white then 
to compact red brown at about RL 4.60m and finally abruptly to a clayey light grey at about RL 
3.75m.  The top level was at RL 6.27m.  This profile is however only representative for the area 
around the well.   
 
For more details on the nature of the soils and topography see Vol 1. Section 4.   
 
An extensive archaeological program recorded the Aboriginal remains on the site:   
Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management  2005  Archaeological Salvage Excavation of Site RTA-

G1, 109-113 George Street, Parramatta, NSW, October 2005 
See Section 3.3 for the overview of results on this project.  
 
 
2.3 Results Area B 
 
2.3.1 Phase 8 – Surface collection and demolition of RTA (2003 and 2004) 
The RTA footings were less intrusive in Area B which meant that more of the modern material could 
be removed by machine (Photo 2-20).  Any surface finds and artefacts collected during machining 
and cleaning will be identified as contexts (4801) and (5067).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-20: View to 
northwest showing 
parts of Area B, near 
the end of the 
excavation program.  
The large trench in 
the centre was an 
existing sewer line.  
Scale 1m 
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2.3.2 Phase 7 – Rubbish dump/site preparation and construction of RTA (1960s) 
A large amount of contaminated fill, over 4m deep, was removed from an area of about 30m by 25m 
in the southeast corner of the site (Photo 2-2).  This part of the site seems to have served as large 
scale rubbish dump between the demolition of the twentieth-century houses and the construction of 
the RTA buildings.  A large pit appears to have been dug extending beyond the boundaries of the 
study site under Argus Lane to the east and under Union Street in the south, possibly for the purpose 
of extracting clean sand or for infilling a creekline.  The pit was then refilled with household waste 
and demolition material.  Context (5067) contains some finds from this area of the site.   
 
 
2.3.3 Phase 6 – Twentieth-century housing 
No features found in Area B were considered to be associated with Phase 6.   
 
 
2.3.4 Phases 3, 4 and 5 – Construction, Occupation and Demolition of the Hassall 

House 
 
Central Structure – Possibly Dairy 
The machine removal of scattered demolition material (5032) of sandstock bricks, shell mortar and a 
few pieces of mudstone flagging revealed the remains of a structure in the centre of the site, 
approximately 9.5m south of the cellar (5043) and 1.8m south of the well (5081) (Photo 2-21; Plans 
1, 4).  Evidence for the remains of this structure consisted of three external wall trenches (5042/5036) 
with possibly one internal wall (5084/5085).  The trenches (5042) contained demolition fill and 
mixed sand which was removed by hand.  The south trench contained a stretch of wall footing (5037) 
made of flat sandstock bricks and buff shell mortar, about 2.85m long, 340mm wide and only one 
course of brick survived (Photo 2-22; Plan 4).  The line of this wall was interrupted where it joined 
the north-south running interior wall trench (5085).  The remaining length of the southern trench was 
about 6.8m with a maximum depth 200mm.  Approximately 5m remained of the northern trench; it 
was up to 300mm deep, its width is uncertain as the southern edge was removed by the modern sewer 
trench.  The eastern trench was 3.8m long, 400mm wide and 250mm deep.  An east-west modern 
sewer trench, 800mm wide, cut through the northern end of the eastern trench (Photos 2-21, 2-22).   
 
A small portion of brick work (5037) up to three bricks high, 340mm wide and about 500mm long 
survived at the western end of the southern trench.  There were no traces of the western wall or wall 
trench left which was removed by the cut for a large manhole for the sewer towards the west (Photo 
2-23).  The interior wall may have been supported by a timber bearer (5084), traces of which were 
found within trench 5085, which was probably sitting on a brick pier, measuring 270mm by 230mm, 
found in the northern half of this trench.  This building was 3.6m wide and judging by the location of 
the interior wall probably 6m long.   
 
An additional feature found in connection with this building was the bottom of a sandstock brick box 
drain (5038) made of the same kind  of bricks as the footings (5037) (Photo 2-23).  The drain ran 
east-west about 2m north of the south wall with a slope towards the west.  A stretch of about 1.7m 
consisting of a base 230mm wide made of bricks laid across the direction of the drain and up to two 
courses of the side walls survived in the west half of the building.  Although there is a slight irregular 
depression in the east half of the building, the drain appears to have stopped in the centre and did not 
continue eastwards.  The fill (5039) over the drain was made up of brick rubble and sand. 
 
The building was most likely rectangular with two internal rooms or at least an internal division.  The 
drain most likely started in the centre taking liquid waste away from the interior of the building.  The 
pieces of flat mudstone found in the demolition fill are indicators for a stone paved floor which, 
together with the drain, could suggest that this building was used for domestic animals.  This 
building might have been demolished prior to the rest of the estate in Phase 5 as it is not present on 
the Auction plan from 1882.  Its construction and usage falls within Phases 3.2 and 4.   
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Photo 2-21: Central structure with well and cellar in background, looking north. Scale 1m 
 

Photo 2-22: Central building with drain (5038) in centre and surviving wall footing (5037) to the right, looking 
east.  The strip of yellow clay material on the left is the fill of a modern sewer trench. The black line 
outlines the surviving footprint of this structure.  Scale 1m 

sewer 
trench 

drain 
5038 
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Photo 2-23: Central structure showing the northern trench with a brick pier, the yellow backfilled sewer line 
cut through the northern part of this structure, looking west.  Note how the western ground slopes 
steeply down to the sewer access hole. Scale 1m.  

 
 
Pits in Area B 
 
Western pits3 
A series of inter-cut pits were discovered in the southwest area of the site, Area B.  These features 
were located at the rear of Hassall House.  Initially the fills of the pits were half-sectioned in order to 
understand their relative stratigraphy, after which the fills were completely excavated, with the 
exception of fill 5017 (cut 5018) which remained half sectioned due to its depth and fill 5015 (cut 
5016).  Soil and pollen samples were recovered from many of the fills (Section 8.4).  All 
archaeological deposits and remains were assigned a separate context number for which a context 
sheet was filled in detailing information about the deposit.  All of the pit features had both a pre and 
post-excavation to scale drawings and both stages were also photographed. 
 
Four distinct groups of inter-cut pits were found in this southwestern area of the site.  These four 
groups will be discussed separately.  The individual pit features will be identified primarily by their 
cut numbers.  The pits are on Plans 4, 5 and 6 and Photos 2-24, 2-25.   
 
Group 1 
Against the western limit of the study area are two inter-cut features (Photos 2-24, 2-25), rectilinear 
pit feature 4816 which cut an earlier pit 4820.  The pit cut 4816 measured approximately 2m by 1m, 
with a depth of up to 300mm.  It contained fill 4815, grey brown sandy silt with occasional charcoal 
flecks and sandstock brick fragments.  There was evidence of hoe or shovel marks in the base of the 
cut (4816), suggesting it may have been used as a garden bed.  Pit 4816 was cut into sub-circular 
feature 4820.  This pit contained two distinct fills, 4818 and 4819, with a combined depth of 
c650mm.  Fill 4818 had various layers of laminated fill, namely charcoal-flecked orange brown or  

                                                      
3 This section was written by Tim Adams with additions by Franz Reidel.  
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Photo 2-24: Pit 4816 and fill 4815, and pit 4820 with fills 4818 and 4819, looking east.  Compare Plans 5, 6. 
Scale 1m 

Photo 2-25: Pits 4816 and 4820 after excavation of the fill, looking east. Compare Plans 5, 6. Scale 1m 
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buff brown sandy silt and charcoal-flecked grey silty clay as well as bands of charcoal and inclusions 
such as crushed shell, fragments of sandstock bricks and crushed bone.  The lower fill (4819) was 
made up of grey clayey sandy silt with occasional charcoal flecks and sandstock brick fragments.  
There were thin sandy laminated layers at the base of the pit suggesting that the pit was left open for 
a period of time.  Soil and pollen samples were taken from fill 4818 (sample nos 2 and 3) and fill 
4819 (samples 1 and 4).  Sample no. 3 was analysed for pollen and the results are discussed in 
Section 8.4.   
 
Group 2 
Approximately 10m to the east of the two most western pits (4816 and 4820) was a second group of 
pits (Photos 2-26, 2-27, 2-28).  This group consisted of three features or pits, 5001, 5018 and 5041.  
Feature 5001 was filled with 5000, a pale grey sandy fill mottled with buff redeposited natural sand.  
It had occasional charcoal flecks throughout and approximately 5 percent was small sandstock brick 
fragments.  Towards its base the fill changed to laminated buff sandy layers, suggesting it was left 
open for a while after it was initially excavated, allowing sand to blow in.  This fill contained many 
artefacts including large amounts of assorted butchered bone, suggesting it was used as a domestic 
rubbish pit.  Soil and pollen samples were taken from fill 5000 (sample numbers 39 and 40).  Sample 
39 was analysed for pollen and the results are discussed in Section 8.4.    
 
Pit cut 5001 was rectilinear in plan with slightly undercut vertical sides and a stepped base.  It 
measured 2.05m x 1.5m, with a depth of 700mm at the top of the step and 1000mm at its deepest 
point.  Feature 5001 cut into an earlier feature (5018) on its southern edge and 5041 on its northern 
edge.  The stratigraphic relationship between these two earlier features is unknown because of the 
disturbance of the later feature, 5001.  It is possible they were contemporary.  Cut 5018 was sub-
rectangular in plan with irregular sides that sloped gently inwards, and then bulged in before 
straightening towards the base.  The base of the pit was flat.  This feature measured 1.75m x 1.10m 
and had a depth of 1.5m.  It was not fully excavated due to its depth.  This deep pit was filled with 
5017, which consisted of four distinct fills.  The most recent fill consisted of mottled redeposited buff 
sands with a depth of c800mm at its deepest point.  The next fill was a grey brown sandy fill with a 
slight clay content and a depth of c500mm.  It contained charcoal flecks, sandstock-brick fragments 
and assorted artefacts.  Soil and pollen samples 29 and 30 were taken from this layer.  Sample 29 was 
analysed for pollen and the results are discussed in Section 8.4.  This brown sand layer appears to 
have been emptied out at some point, before the feature was refilled with the buff sands.  Beneath the 
brown sand was another layer of mottled buff sands with a depth of c200mm, below which was 
c200mm of very fine damp sand.  The depth and small rectangular shape of this feature suggests it 
may have been a cesspit.   
 
Feature 5041 was an irregular-shaped cut between 350mm and 500mm deep and up to 2.1 m long 
with a width between 600mm and 1m, filled with 5040, very fine brown sand with patches of 
compact red and grey sand mottled with buff sand and inclusions of charcoal and sandstock-brick 
fragments.  This feature could represent the cut for several postholes, as its base appeared to consist 
of three separate rounded depressions.   
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Photo 2-26: Fills 5040, 5000 
and 5017, looking south. Scale 
1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-27: 
Pit 5001 and 
5018 half 
sectioned, 
looking south. 
Pit 5018 may 
have been a 
cesspit. Scale 
1m 
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Photo 2-28: Pits 5041, 5001, 5018, looking north. Scale 1m 
 
 

Photo 2-29: Pit 4830 and timber lined pit 4846/4847, looking northeast. Note the discolouration of the early fill 
5015 in pit 5016 into which the timber-lined pit cuts. Scale 1m 
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Photo 2-30: Timber-lining 4846 
of pit/cut 4847, the timber base 
plates (4846) still remained, 
looking east. Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-31: 
Timber-lined 
pit 4847, 
looking south. 
Scale 1m 
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Groups 3 
The next group of features (Photos 2-29, 2-30, 2-31) was located 2m to the east of features (5001), 
(5018) and (5041) (Plans 5, 6).  These consisted of two separate groups of pits which were probably 
the result of the re-excavation and re-cutting of two distinct pit features.  The more northerly of them 
consisted of three cuts: 4828, 4830 and 4832.  The most recent of these cuts (4828) was a rectangular 
pit with vertical sides and a flat, slightly undulating, base.  Its dimensions were 1.8m by 1.4m with a 
depth of between 400mm and 500mm.  Cut (4828) was filled with (4827), which consisted of 
assorted demolition-like fills, buff brown sandy shell mortar and sandstock bricks, separated by 
layers of grey sandy silt.  This fill could have come from the demolition of Hassall’s house or one of 
the outbuildings.   
 
Feature (4828) cut two earlier features (4830) and (4832).  These were two rectangular features 
measuring 2.35m by 1.65m to 1.85m with a depth of between 350mm and 500mm.  They appear to 
consist of the emptying out or re-cutting of the same rectangular feature and were filled with (4829) 
and (4831), two similar sandy silt fills with occasional sandstock bricks and charcoal flecks.  These 
fills were difficult to distinguish while excavating.  Few artefacts were found in these fills, although 
some lead-glazed ceramic and creamware were recovered from (4831).  Pollen and soil samples 9 
and 10 were taken from fill (4831).  Feature (4830) cut the second group of pit features discussed 
below and also posthole fill (4833) and cut (4834).  This posthole was thus stratigraphically early for 
this area of the site.  It consisted of a square cut c500mm in length filled with pale grey sandy silt.  
No post pipe was identified during excavation, the evidence for which could have been removed by 
the excavation of pit 4830. 
 
To the south of pit 4830 there was a rectangular cut (4845), with almost vertical sides and a flat base.  
It measured 2.4m by 1.2m with a depth of between 550mm and 650mm.  This cut was filled with 
context (4843), which consisted of various sandy tip layers sloping down to the north, representing 
the various fill episodes of the pit.  This feature cut into the fill of a second rectangular feature, 
(4847).  This feature consisted of a rectangular cut measuring 2.1m by 1.7m with a depth of between 
1.16m and 1.22m.  Its sides were vertical and the base uneven.  A shallow slot measuring up to 
400mm wide had been excavated around the edge of the base into which a timber frame (4846) had 
been placed to support the timber paling (4846) that lined the sides of the pit.  The timber used for 
the frame measured 100mm by 100mm with a length of either 2m or 1.58m.  The timber paling lining 
the sides was between 100mm to150mm wide and in places survived as only a distinct stain on the 
side of the cut.  Fill (4864), pale grey moist sandy silt, was found within the slot for the timber frame.  
Samples 21 and 22 were taken from this fill.  This timber lined pit was filled with (4844), a buff grey 
brown sandy silt with pale sandy patches throughout.  There were whole and fragmentary sandstock 
bricks and charcoal flecks within this fill.  The bricks measured either 220 by 110mm by 70mm or 
230mm by 110mm by 65mm.  They had no frog.  A sample of both kinds of brick was retained.  Soil 
and pollen samples 16 and 17 were collected from fill (4844).  Sample 16 was analysed and 
discussed in the Pollen Report, Section 8.4.  At the time of excavation the function of this timber-
lined pit was unclear.  It could have been a cesspit or a storage pit, possibly for cold storage or as a 
compost pit.  The pollen analysis does not support the use of this feature as a cesspit.  
 
Timber-lined pit feature (4847) cut into two earlier pits, 4955 and 5016.  The first was a smaller sub-
circular pit cut (4955) with sides that sloped down towards the base and measured 1300mm by 500mm 
with a depth of 300mm.  This cut was filled with (4954), a compact fine brown sand deposit with 
occasional sandstock brick and sandstone fragments.  Ceramic, glass and metal artefacts were found 
within this fill.  Beneath, and cut by, pit (4955) was feature (5016).  This was a large irregular-shaped cut 
in plan that became more rectangular towards the base.  It measured 3.3m by 2.3m with a depth of 
900mm.  The irregularity of the cut at its top may suggest it was originally a rectangular pit feature, 
possibly timber-lined, that was excavated out and replaced with timber-lined feature (4847).  Cut (5016) 
was filled with (5015).  This consisted of various sandy fill layers with occasional charcoal flecks, 
sandstock brick and sandstone fragments.  There were few finds within the fill, which may be further 
evidence of this feature being excavated out and replaced.  The ceramics found included early Chinese 
sherds, often from the same vessel.  Soil and pollen samples 22 and 23 were taken from this fill. 
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Group 4 
The fourth group of pits were two rectangular features (Photo 2-32) located 1.5m to the south of cut 
(5016).  Pit cut (5073) and fill (5074) was the most recent and cut the earlier feature, cut (5076) and 
fill (5077).  The later pit (5073) was about 2.25m long and up to 1.3m wide.  The depth of the 
irregular base measured between 70mm at the north end for about 500mm, then stepping down to 
600mm in the centre of the south half.  The cut (5073), although clearly visible in plan became 
almost impossible to clearly define in the lower levels.  The fill (5074) consisted of dark grey-brown 
sandy soil with some sandstone and sandstock-brick rubble and a range of artefacts.  The earlier pit 
(5076) was 2.25m long and 1.25m wide but and 500mm deep (in section).  The fill (5077) was not 
excavated but appeared to contain the same material as described in the later fill (5074) for the later 
pit (5073).  The irregular base of the pit feature and the difficulty faced by the excavators in 
determining the cut line could suggest more than one re-cut. 
 
Conclusions 
Four distinct groups of inter-cutting or re-cut pits were found in the southwestern area of the site.  
They were all located within a c20m by 15m area to the rear of Hassall’s house and are probably 
associated with the use of the house.  The various cuts probably represent the emptying out and re-
cutting of pits as they filled up, went out of use and additional pits were needed.  The functions of the 
pit features were not clear during excavation, however some conclusions can be made, and additional 
information about the specific functions may be revealed during post-excavation research when the 
artefacts and soil samples are analysed. 
 
The most interesting feature was the timber-lined pit (4847).  This appeared to represent the 
replacement of an earlier similar sized and shaped feature, pit 5016.  The timber lining suggests it 
was something more than a rubbish pit, possibly a cesspit or a storage pit, maybe for cold storage.  
Feature (5001) with its high percentage of artefacts, including butchered bone, was probably a 
domestic rubbish pit.  Feature (5018) with its small rectangular dimensions and greater depth to the 
other features, 1.5m, suggests to could have been a cesspit.  Rectangular feature (4816) with the 
shovel marks dug into its base was probably a small garden bed in the back garden of the Hassall's 
house. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 2-32: 
Pit 5073 
after 
excavation 
with fill in 
section, 
looking east. 
Scale 1m 

5073
5076
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Photo 2-33: Pits 5041, 5001 and 5018 with pit 4830 and in background are cut 4830, timber-lined pit 
4847/4846 and partially excavated pit 5016, looking southeast. Scale 1m 

 
 
Eastern Pits 
Another series of pits was found, covering an area of about 15m by 5m, roughly in the centre of the 
site, adjacent to the extensive rubbish dump to the east and Union Street to the south (Plan 3, Photo 
2-34).  Altogether five pits were recorded in detail.  The northern most pit (5058) (Photo 2-35) was 
roughly rectangular (1450mm by 750mm) and about 450m deep with slightly inward sloping sides 
and oriented north-south.  It had a base made of flat sandstock brick (5057) remaining intact over 
slightly less than the southern half the length of the pit.  The fill (5056) was made up of brown red 
and yellow layered sand containing sandstock bricks from the pit base.  Moving about 1.7m to the 
south, the next pit (5054) was roughly oval shaped, 2.2m long and 1.3m wide with a flat base at a 
depth of 450mm rounding to vertical sides.  The fill (5053) was a mottled greyish brown mix with 
almost no artefacts.  This pit was only half sectioned and not further excavated.   
 
Approximately 500mm to the south was a rectangular-shaped pit (5063) with a straight northern end 
about 1.2m wide and with vertical sides.  The overall length was 2.3m.  The fill (5062) consisted of a 
mixture of dark grey and reddish brown sand and contained very few artefacts.  Therefore this feature 
was also only half sectioned and not completely excavated.   
 
Immediately to the east was another roughly rectangular-shaped pit (5061), about 1.85m long and 
850mm wide, stretched towards the east (Photo 2-36).  It was 400mm deep with straight sides and 
had a sandstock-brick base (5060) measuring about 1500mm by 700mm.  There was an possible 
extension also with bricks at the base at the east end.  It measured 500mm by 400mm and was only 
about 100mm deep.  Another extension was located at the south side of the pit.  It measured about 
700mm by 400mm and was about 300 mm deep cut into the natural with no brick base.  Both the 
extensions were recorded under the same cut number (5061).  The fill (5059) appeared the same in 
the main pit and the extensions.  It was made up of dark grey and red brown sand and contained only 
a few artefacts.   

5041
5001

5018

4830
5016

4847/4846
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The last pit (5068) (Photo 2-37) had an irregular outline of about 2.5m in diameter with a base of 
whole and half sandstock bricks and some mudstone (5069).  The base was roughly level with the 
surrounding area (RL 6.23m), making it a comparatively shallow pit.  The shallow fill (5070) and 
(5075) consisted of dark red brown sand with inclusions of charcoal and some artefacts as well as a 
thick metal sheet (300mm by 300mm) which was resting on the brick base.  There were no traces of 
walls inside the brick based pits.  And there were no signs of burning.  The other features in the area 
were found to be mainly shallow depressions or modern disturbances.  
 
The pits with the unusual brick bases could have been storage pits where some kind of floor was 
required to keep stored items goods off the sand possibly with a timber lid or similar cover laid over 
the top.  The absence of walls however was curious and given the relatively soft sand, collapses 
would have been unavoidable.  Maybe the brick base was just used as a marker for re-excavation.  
The fills excavated from the features were basically clean and gave no clues as to how the pits would 
have been used.  These pits most likely belong in Phases 3.2 and 4 and were probably related to 
gardening or storage purposes. 
 
 

Photo 2-34: View south over the eastern pits.  The dark spot in the foreground turned out to be a shallow 
discolouration rather than an archaeological feature, see Plan 3. Scale 1m 

 
 

5063

5058 

5054

5061 
5068 
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Photo 2-35: (above) Pit 5058 
with brick floor 5057, looking 
south. Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-36: Pit feature 5061 
with brick floor 5060, looking 
east. Scale 1m 
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Photo 2-37: Pit feature 5068 with irregular brick paving 5069, looking north. Scale 1m 
 
 

Photo 2-38: Pit feature 5063, looking north. It was mainly back filled with the same surround reddish sand as 
the surrounding natural. Scale 1m 



Results – Area A 

 

39

2.3.5 Other Remains 
 
Area between western and eastern pits 
Only a handful of unimportant small features were revealed during the machining of this area.  A 
general photograph was taken (Photo 2-39).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-39: Area between western and eastern pits looking south. Note the edge of the sewer line on the left. 

Scale 1m 
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Brick wall 
During the battering (for site safety reasons) of the southern boundary a small east-west oriented 
section of wall (5052) (Photo 2-40) was uncovered about 19.5m from the southeast corner of the 
property and about 600mm in from the Union Street boundary.  It was two bricks wide and a total of 
3 courses were revealed.  The masonry was of flat sandstock brick and yellow sandy mortar with 
only very few inclusion of shell.  The top of the wall was at about RL 6.40m.  The materials used 
suggest that this wall was contemporary with Hassall House. 
 
 

Photo 2-40: Sandstock brick wall along south boundary, context 5052, looking east. Scale 1m 
 
 
Fence line 
A row of postholes (5093) (Photo 2-41) was discovered during the removal of the overburden for the 
site sheds in the southwest corner about 6.5m from the Union Street boundary There were four 
distinct postholes with distinct post pipes spaced at approximately 6m from each other.  Two more 
postholes were found in between at irregular distances and two more post pipes were uncovered at 
the eastern end of the row.  The post pipes in the four main postholes appeared to be round and the 
two intermediate ones were rectangular. 
 
The age of these feature can not be accurately determined although the absence of any building 
debris in the posthole fills (5092) and the location north of the boundary line points to an early 
Hassall date like Phase 3.1 or Phase 3.2.  It was possibly a fence used to keep livestock away from 
the gardens. 



Results – Area A 

 

41

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2-41: Row of 
postholes in southwest corner 
of site, looking east. Scale 
1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2.3.6 Phase 2 – Pre-Hassall House Features (c1790-c1804) 
There were no obvious remains of phase 2 in Area B 
 
 
2.3.7 Phase 1 – Aboriginal Occupation and Natural Landscape 
An extensive archaeological program recorded the Aboriginal remains at the site:   

Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management  2005  Archaeological Salvage Excavation of 
Site RTA-G1, 109-113 George Street, Parramatta, NSW, October 2005 

See Section 3.3 for the overview of results on this project.  
 
The natural sand was reddish brown sand in the centre of Area B changing gradually to yellow/buff 
sand and to light grey clayey sand in the western part.  The context numbers for the natural sand in 
Area B is 5051.    
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See Appendix 2 separate file 


